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THOSE  of  the  name  of  Havel  derive  their  pedigree  from  one 
who  was  the  third  great  officer  that  came  over  with  WiUiam 
the  Conquersr ;  but  this  worthy  Divine  was  far  from  that  weaknefi 
and  vanity  to  boaft  of  any  tiling  of  that  nature,  being  of  tixc  poet's 
mindi  who  faid| 

Et  genus f  tt  proavosy  et  quae  nmfecimus  ij)fiy 

Fix  ea  nojira  voco 

His  father  was  Mr  Richard  Flavel,  a  painful  and  eminent  mmifter. 
He  was  firft  nunifter  at  BroomTgrove,  in  Worcefterfhire,  then  at 
Haflcr,  and  removed  from  thence  to  Willerfey,  in  Glouccfterfhire, 
where  he  continued  to  1660,  whence  he  was  outed  upoii  the  refto- 
ration  of  King  Charles  11.  becaufe  it  was  a  lequeftercd  living,  and 
the  incimibent  then  alive :  this  did  not  fo  much  affeft  Mr  Flavel,  as 
that  he  wanted  a  fixed  place  for  the  exercife  of  his  paftoral  function. 
He  was  a  perfon  of  fuch  extraordinary  piety,  that  thofe  who  con- 
▼erfed  with  him,  faid.  They  never  heard  one  vain  word  drop  from 
his  ^ncnith*  A  little  before  the  turning  out  of  the  Nonconformift 
tninifter^,  being  near  Totnefi,  in  Devon,  he  preached  from  Hofea 
vvi.  6.  The  days  ofvi/ifation  are  crnne^  the  days  cf  rercmpetwe  are  cotne^ 
Ijraeljbatl  kmw  if*  His  application  was  fo  clofe,  that  it  offended 
K>me  people,  and  occafk>ned  his  being  carried  before  fome  Juftices  of 
the  Peace ;  but  they  could  not  reach  him,  fb  that  he  was  difcharged. 
He  afterwards  quitted  that  cotmtry,  and  hisfbnVhoufe,  which  was 
bis  retiring  place,  and  came  to  London,  where  he  continued  in  a 
faithful  and  acceptable  difcharge  of  his  ofHce,  till  the  time  of  the 
dreadful  plague  in  1665,  that  he  was  taken  and  imprifoned  in  the 
maimer  following.  He  was  at  Mr  Blake's  houfe  in  Covent-Garden, 
wherci  fbme  people  had  met  privately  for  worfliip :  whilft  he  was  at 
prayer,  a  purty  mi  foldiers  brake  in  upon  them^  with  their  fwords 
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drawn  md  dai)tn<M  thdr  preacher^  thveateoing  fbme,  and  dattcrin|{ 
others  to  difcover  hinij  but  in  vain^  Some  of  the  conqiany  threw  a 
co])oure0  cloak  over  hknt  and  in  thi$  diiguife  he  was,  together  with 
ibis  hearers,  carried  to  Whitehall  %  the  women  were  difmifiedj  but 
the  men  were  detained  and  forced  to  I7  all  that  night  upon  the  bare 
floor  ^  and,  becauie  tlvey  would  not  pay  five^unds  each,  were  fent  to 
Newgate,  where  the  peiUlence  raged  mcKft  ^olently,  as  in  other 
places  of  the  city."  •  Here  Mr  Fhvcl  and  his  wife  were  fhut  up,  and 
ieized  with  th^  ficknefs :  they  were  bailed  out,  but  died  of  the  con-» 
tagion }  of  which  theiv  fon  John  had  a  divine  monition  ^ven  him  by 
a  dream,  as  we  fhall  oblerve  in  its  proper  place.  Mr  Richard  Ha-* 
▼el  left  two  fons  behind  him^  both  miqiftcrs  of  the  gofpel,  viz^  J^iu) 
and  Phineast 

John  the  eldeft  was  bom  in  Worccfterihire,  It  was  obfervablc^ 
that  whilft  his'  mother  lay  in  with  him,  a  nightingale  made  her  neft 
in  the  out^fide  of  the  chamber-window,  where  flie  ufed  to  fing  moft 
iweetly*  He  was  religioufly  educated  by  his  father,  and  having  pro-! 
£ted  weU  at  the  grammar  fchools,  was  fent  early  to  'O^&ford,  anud  fet« 
tied  a  commoner  in  Univerfity  College*  He  plied  his  ftudiss  h^a^dy 
and  exceeded  many  of  his  cotemporaries  in  univeriity  learning* 
^  Soon  after  his  commencing  fa^tchelor'  of  arts,  ]\Ir  WalpUte,  %ho 
xninifter  of  JDijptford,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  was;  rendered  untapa-f^ 
ble  of  performing  his  office  by  reafpn  of  his  age  and  infirmity^  and 
fent  to  Oxford  mr  an  affiftant  \  Mr  Flavd,  though  bu^t  young,  waa 
recommended  to  him,  as  a  perfon  duly  qualified,  and  was  accordingly 
fettled  there  by  the  ftanding  committee  of  DeY<»»>  April  27>  1^50,10 
preach  as  a  probationer  and  affiftant  to  Mr  Walplate. 
.  Mr  Flav^l  coniidering  the  weight  of  his  charge>  applied  lumielf  tQ 
the  work  of  his  calling  with  great  diligence;  and  being  aifiduous  in 
reading,  meditation  and  prayer,  he  increafed  in  minifterial  k0ow<-t 
ledge  daily,  (for  he  found  himfelf  that  he  came  raw  enough  in  that 
refpeA  from  the  univeriity)  fo  that  he  attained  to  an  high  degree  otf 
eminency  and  reputation  for  his  ufeftil  labours  in  the  church. 

About  fix  months  after  his  fettling  at  Diptford,  he  heard  of  an 
ordination  to  be  at  Salifbuxy,  and  therefore  went  thither  with  his 
teftimonials,  and  offered  himfelfto.be  ei^amined  and  ordained  by  the 
pefbytery  there :  thev.  appointed  him  a  text,  upon  which  he  preach-* 
ed  to  their  general  fatisfiuKon  \  and  having  afterwards  ei^amined  hisn, 
as  to  his  learning,  l^c.  they  fet  him  apairt  to  the  work  of  the  mi-« 
nifby,  with  prayer  and  impofition  of  luuuk,  on  the  17th  day  of 
0(3ober,  1650. 

Mr  Flavel  b^ing  thus  ordained,  returned  to  Piptford,  and  after 
Mr  Walplate's  death  fucceeded  in  the  re^ry.  To  avoid  all  ificum«* 
brances  ftom  the  world,  and  avocadons  from  his  ffa^dies  and  minifte* 
ri^lwork,  he  chofe  a  perfon  of  worth  and  irepufation  in  the  parifli 
(of  whom  he  had  a  good  aiTurance  fh^P  he  would  be'&ithftd  to  him.-« 
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^tf,  uidk}!idtoli»iari(hkmers)  axKl  lethimtfetwlKllelidketinttdi 
beknr  the  real  value,  vfaich  was  Ycry  pleafing  to  his  people.  Hf  ikk 
foearo  he  was  the  better  able  to  deal  with  tfa^  b  private,  fince  thb 
hire  of  his  labom  was  no  way  a  hindrance  to  the  fuccefs  of  them* 

WUlft  he  was  at  Diptford  he  married  one  Mrs  Jme  Raikbl,  k 
^oos  gentkwoman>  of  a  good  femily,  who  died  in  o-aiful  of  her  firft 
idiiid  wiftout  being  delivered.  His  year  of  monming  bririg  exptetf, 
'liis  acquaintanpe  and  intimate  friends  advifed  him  to  maf ••  vii^^gi^ 
«y  a  fecond  time,  wherein  he  was  again  very  happf •  M^n^^ 
Somedme  after  this  fecond  marriage,  tl^  people  of  Dart-  '* 

Bumth  (a  great  and  noted  fea^port  in  the  conntyof  Devon,  formerMr 
nndcrthe  charge  of  the  Reverend  Mr  Anthony  Hartford,  deceafe^ 
unanimouily  chofe  Mr  flavel  to  fucceed  him.  They  urged  him  t6 
ftctept  thdr  call,  (i.)  Becaufe  there  were  exceptions  made  againft  all 
the  other  candidates,  but  none  agunft  him*  (2.)  Becaufe,  being 
•ocoepmUetD  the  whole  town,  he  was  the  more  like  to  be  an  inftro* 
toent  of  heaUng  the  breaches  among  the  good  people  Aere.  (3.) 
JBecauie  Dartmouth^  being  a  tonfiderable  and  populous  towni  re- 
spared  an.able  and  eminent  miniAer,  which  was  not  fo  neceflkry  for 
a  country-^arilh,  that  might  befides  be  piore  eaflly  fupplkd  wllil 
another  paftor  than  Dartmouth. 

That  which  made  them  more  preffing  and  eameft  ^h  Mr  Fiavd^ 
^TBs  this ;  at  a  provincial  fynod  in  that  county,  Mr  ¥1av<$l,  thdbgk 
btat  a  young  man,  Tims  voted  into  the  chair  as  moderator,  where  hp 
opened  the  afiembly  with  a  moft  devout  and  pertinent  prayer  $  he 
examined  the  candidates  who  oflfered  themfelves  fo  their  trials  for  the 
nxinifbry  with  great  learning,  ftated  the  cafes  and  <]ueftions  propofed 
to  them  with  much  acutenefs  and  judgment,  and  in  the  whole  do* 
meaned  himfelf  with  that  gravity,  piety,  and  feriouihefs,  during  hi^ 
prefidency,  that  all  (he  minifters  of  the  afiembly  admired  and  loved 
him.  The  Reverend  Mr  Hartford,  his  predcceflbr  at  Dartmouth^ 
took  particulsB*  notice  of  hhn,  from  that  time  forward  contraAed  a 
Arid  friendflup  with  him,  and  fpoke  of  him  among  the  magiftratea 
and  people  of  Dartmouth)  as  an  extraordinary  perfon,  who  was  like 
to  be  a  great  light  in  the  church.  This,  with  their  having  fcveral 
times  heard  him  preach,  o<:caiioned  their  importunity  with/  Mr  Fla<- 
vel  to  come  and  be  their  mmifter;  iqx>n  which  having  fpread  hb 
cafe  before  the  liord,  and  futmiitted  to  the  decifion  of  his  neighbour** 
iz^  ininifiers,  he  was  .prevailed  upon  to  remove  to  Dartmouth,  to 
}ds  .great  lofi  in  tenqporals,  the  are£bory  of  Diptford  bebig  a  mu^ 
fpreater  benencei 

iKfr'Flavel  beh^  fettled  at  Dartmouth  by  the  eleiftion  of  people, 
tud  an  -order  from  Whltdiall  by  the  commiffloners  for  approba* 
(ion  i>f  puUic  -preachers,  of  the  10th  of  December,  1656,  he  w» 
pflbeiafced  vrith  Mr  Alkin  Geere,  a  very  worthy,  but  fickly,  man. 
Tbc  mixufterial  work  was  thn^  divi^d  bevurixt  them  i  Mr  Flavel  w«s 
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to  preach  M'tte  lerdWay  at  Town-ftall,  the  mother-church  ftand- 
ing  upon  a  hill  without  the  town  \  and  every  fortnight  in  his  turn  at 
the  Wednefda/s  LeAure  in  Dartmouth.  Here  God  crowned  his 
labours  with  many  converfions*  One  of  his  judicious  hearers  ex- 
fxrefied  himfelf  thus  concerning  him ;  <<  I  could  fay  much,  though 
^  not  enough)  of  the  excellency  of  his  preaching ;  of  his  feafonable^ 
^  (uitable  and  ipiritual  matter  \  of  his  plain  expofitions  of  Icripture, 
^<  his  talcing  method,  his  genuine  and  natural  dedu£tions,  his  con^ 
*<  vincing  arguments,  his  clear  and  powerful  demonftradons,  his 
<<  heart-fearching  applications,  and  hb  comfortable  fupports  to  thofb 
«  that  were  afflifted  in  confidence.  In  fhort,  that  perfi)n  mufl  have 
**  a  very  foft  head,  or  a  very  hard  heart,  or  both,  that  could  fit 
«'  under  his  minifhy  unaffefted." 

By  his  unwearied  application  to  fludy,  he  had  acquired  a  great 
fiock  both  of  divine  and  humaoi  learning.  He  was  xraSxx  of  the 
controveriies  betwixt  the  Jews  and  Chriftians,  Papifb  and  Protef^' 
tants,  Lutherans  and  Calvinifls,  and  betwixt  the  Orthodox,  and  the 
Anxuniaos  and  Socinians :  he  was  likewife  well  read  in  the  Contro-> 
verfies  about  ChurchKlifcipline,  Infant-Baptifm^  and  Antinomic 
^ci&cu  He  was  well  acquamted  with  the  School-divinity,  and  drew  up 
a  judicious  and  ingenious  Icheme  of  the  whole  body  of  that  Theology 
in  good  Latin,  which  he  prefented  to  a  perfon  of  quality,  but  it  was 
never  printed.  He  had  one  way  of  improving  hb  knowledge,  which 
is  very  prq)er  for  young  divines ;  whatever  remarkable  pajSage  he 
-heard  in  private  conference*  if  he  was  familiar  with  the  relatoi;,  he  . 
would  defire  him  to  repeat  it  again,  and  infert  it  into  his  Averfaria: 
by  thefe  methods  he  acquired  a  vaft  (lock  of  proper  materials  for  his 
popular  fermons  in  the  pulpit,  and  his  niore  elaborate  works  for 
theprefs. 

He  had  an  excellent  gift  of  prayer,  and  was  never  at  a  lofs  in  all 
his  various  occafions  for  fuitable  matter  and  words ;  and,  which  was 
the  mofl  remarkable  of  all,  he  always  brought  with  bim  a  broken 
heart  and  moving  affections :  his  tongue  and  fpirit  were  touched  with 
a  live  coal  from  the  altar,  and  he  was  evidently  ailif^ed  by  the  holy 
Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplication  in  that  divine  ordinance.  Thofe  who 
lived  in  his  family,  fay,  that  he  was  always  full  and  copious  in  pray* 
er,  feemed  conftantly  to  exceed  himfelf,  and  rarely  made  ufe  twice 
of  the  fame  expref&ons. 

^Then  the  adl  of  uniformity  turned  him  out  with  the  reft  of  his 
r  ^conforming  brethren,  he  did  not  thereupon  quit  his  relation  to 
I  s  church,  he  thought  the  fouls  of  his  flock  to  be  more  precious 
tii^.  cO  be  fi>  tamely  negleAed :  he  took  all  opportunities  of  mi- 
nifbing  the  word  and  facraments  to  them  in  private  meetings,  and 
joined  with  other  miniflers  in  folemn  days  of  failing  and  humiliation^ 
to  pray  that  God  would  once*  more  reftorc  the  ark  of  his  covenant 
unto  his  aiHi^d  IfraeL    About  fi>ur  months  after  that  fatal  Bartho- 

^        lomcw 
Coogle 
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lomew  ixfy  his  reverend  coUeaguey  Mr  Allem  Gcere,  cfied ;  lb  that 
the  whole  car?  of  the  flock  devolved  upon  Mr  Flavel,  which,  though 
a  heavy  and  prefling  burden,  he  undertook  very'cheerfulty. 

Upon  the  execution  of  the  Oxford  ad,  which  banifhed  all  nan- 
conformift  minifters  five  miles  frotn  any  towns  which  fent  membert 
to  parliaipent,  he  was  forced  to  leave  Dartmouth,  to  the  grcatibrrow 
of  his  pbople,  who  followed  him  out  of  town;  and  at  Townftall^ 
church-yard  xhtj  took  fuch  a  mournful  farewel  of  one  another,  as' 
the  place  might  very  well  have  been  called  Bochim.  He  removed  to 
Slapton,  a  parifh  five  miles  from  Dartmouth,  or  any  other  corpora- 
tion, which  put  him  out  of  the  legal  reach  of  his  adverfaries.  Here 
hemetwithfignal  inftances  of  God's  fatherly  care  and  protections' 
apd  preached  twice  every  Lord's«day  to  fuch  as  durft  adventure  to 
hear  him,  which  many  of  his  own  people  and  others  did,  notwith- 
fianding  the  rigour  and  feverity  of  the  aft  againft  conventicles.  He 
many  times  flipped  privately  into  I^artmouth,  where  by  preaching 
and  converfetion  he  edified  his  flock,  to  the  great  refrefliment  of 
lus  own  foul  and  theirs,  though  with  very  much  danger^  becaufe  of 
his  watchful  adverfaries,  who  conftantly  laid  wait  for  him,  fo  that  he 
could  not  make  any  long  flay  in  the  town. 

In  thofe  times  Mr  Flavel  being  at  Exeter,  was  invttcd  to  preach 
by  many  good  people  of  that  dky,  who  for  fafcty  chofe  a  wood 
about  three  miles  fnnn  the  city  to  be  Ae  place  of  their  afTembly^  where 
they  were  broke  up  by  their  enemies  by  that  time  the  fcrmon  was 
well  begun.  Mr  Flavel,  by  the  care  of  the  people,  made  his  elcape 
throi^  the  middle  of  his  enraging  enemies  \  and  though  many  of 
his  hearers  were  taken,  carried  before  JufticeTuckfield,  and  fined; 
yet  the  reft,  being  nothing  difcouraged,  re-afTembled,  and  carrying 
Mr  Flavel,  to  another  wood,  he  preached  to  them  without  any  dif- 
turbance  \  and,  after  he  had  concluded,  rode  to  a  gentleman'*!  houfe 
near  the  wood,  who,  though  an  abfolute  Ifcranger  to  Mr  Flavel,  en- 
tertained him  with  great  civility  that  night,  and  next  day  he  return-* 
ed  to  Exeter  in  fafcty.  Amongft  thofe  taken  at  this  time,  there  was 
a  Tanner  who  had  a  numerous  femily,  and  but  a  finall  ftock  5  he  was 
fined  no^thflanding  in  forty  pounds  \  at  which  he  was  nothing  dil^ 
couraged,  but  told  a  friend,  who  aiked  him  how  he  bore  up  under 
his  lofs,  That  he  took  thefpoilitig  of  his  goods  joyfully^  fir  the  fike  of  his 
Lord  JefuSy  fir  whom  his  life  and  all  that  he  had  was  too  little. 

As  fboD  as  the  Nonconformifts  had  any  refpite  from  their  trouble, 
Mr  Flavel  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity,  and  returned  to  Dartmouth, 
where,  during  the  firft  indulgence  granted  by  King  Charles  II.  he 
kept  open  doors,  and  preached  freely  to  all  that  would  come  and 
hear  hxm ;  and  when  that  liberty  was  revoked,  he  made  it  his  bufi- 
ne6  notwithffcmdirig  to  preach  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafpn,  and  fel- 
dom  mifiied  of  an  opportunity  of  preaching  on  the  Lord*s-day* 
During  this  time,  God  was  pleafcd  to  deprive  him  of  his  fecond  wife, 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  ne  life  ^  the  laU 

irluch  ira$  a  gne^t  ^Si£&m,  flie  b,ayiiig  be^t^  a  h«Ip-meet  fer  iurii  f 
and  iuch  an  one  he  ftood  much  in  need  of,  sis  l)eing  a  man  of  an  inn 
firm  and  weak  conftxtiition^  who  laboured  under  many  infirmities. 
In  conTenient  time  he  marrkd  a  third  wife^  Mrs  Ann  Downc,  daugh-> 
ter  of  Mr  Thomas  Iiowu,t^  minlAer  of  ExetoT)  who  lived  very  hap^* 
^7  with  him  eleven  years,  and  left  him  two  fi>t)55  whp  are  youths  of 
peathopes* 

The  perfecution  againft  thd  Nonco^fohtiif^  being  renewed,  Mr 
]PIavel  found  it  unfafe  to  ftay  at  Dartmouth,,  and  thoi^re  relblyed 
to  go  to  Londouj  where  he  hoped  to  be  in  l^s  dangjinr,  and  to  l^v^ 
more  liberty  to  exercife  his  fun£tiom  The  night  helore  he  embarK> 
ed  for  th2^  .end,  he  had  the  folioning  premonition  by  a  dream ;  he 
thought  he  was  on  hoard  the  (hipf  and  that  a  ftorm  aix)le  which  exr 
ceedingly  terrified  the  pa£[engers.$  during  their  conftemation  there 
£it  writing  at  the  table  a  pcifon  of  admirable  iagacity  and  gravity^ 
who  had  a  child  in  a  cradle  by  him  that  was  very  froward ;  hjs 
thought  he  faw  the  fether  take  up  a  little  whip,  and  give  the  child  a 
hSh^  faying.  Child  be  quiet^  Inmll  difcipline^  bt4t  mt  hurt  thee.  Upoii 
this  Mr  Flavel  awaked,  and  mufing  on  his  dream,  he  concluded,  that 
he  ihould  meet  with  feme  trouble  in  his  paflage :  his  fiiends  being  at 
^Unner  with  him,  ailured  him  of  a  pleafant  paifage,  becau&  the  wind 
imd  weather  were  very  fair ;  Mr  Flavel  replied,  That  be  war  not  jf 
their  mittd^  hut  e^peBed  much  tnnAlfi  becauje  of  hif  dream:  adding,  that 
Vihen  he  hadfuch  reprefentatians  made  tQ  him  in  his^fleep^  theyfeUom  or 
mverfaikd^ 

Acxordingly,  when  they  wene  advanced  within  five,  leagues  of 
Portland  in  their  voyage,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dreadful  tempeO^ 
an&imuch  that,  bet\vixt  one  and  twp  in  the  morning,  the  mafter  and 
feamen  concluded,  that,  unlefs  God  chang«ed  the  wind,  tlvere  was  no 
hcyp^  of  llle }  it  was  imppiG.b\e  for  them  to  weather  Pordandy  fo  that 
theyiptMfl  of  fieceffity  be  wrecked  on  the  rocja  or  on  the  (hore» 
Uppn  thi^  Mr  Flavel  called  all  (he  hands  that  could  he  fpai^d  into 
,  th^  cabin  to  pr^er ;  but  the  violence  of  the  tempeft  was  fiich,  that 
j(hey  oould  not  prevent  themiel  ves  firom  being  thrown  firom  the  one  Sde 
unto  the  other  as  the  ihip  was  toflied  *,  and  not  only  fo,  but  mighty 
ieas  hrgke.  in.  upofi  them,  as  ii  they  would  have  drowned  tlvam  in  th« 
very  cabin.  Mr  Flavel  in  this  danger  took  hold  of  the  two  pillars  of 
the  C!abin  bed^  and  calling  ypon  Qod,  begged  mercy  for  hixnfelf  and 
the  reft  in  tl^e  fhip.  Aj^^^  othqr  arguments  in  prayer,  he  made 
ufe  of  this,  that  if  he  and  his  company  perifhed  ih  that  ftonh^ 
the  name  of  God  would  he  blafphemed,  the  enemies  of  religion 
crxuild  fay,  that  though  h^  efcap^d  their  hands  on  fhore,  yet 
(Uvinc  vengeance  had  overtaken  Um  at  fea.  In  the  xnidfl  of  pray-^ 
er  his  faith  and  hope  were  raifed,  infomvch  that  he  expe&ed  a 
ipracious  anfwer ;  £b  that,  ccMnmittkig  bimfelf  anji  his  company  to 
the  mercy  of  God,  he  concluded  the  duty.  No  fboner  was  prayer 
ended,  but  one  came  do\vn  from  the  deck,   crying,    Deliverance! 
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hcUverasice!  iSod  is  a  God  hearing  prayer!  In  a  moment  the  wndis 
cffme  fair  wfi !  And  fp  failing  before  itj  they  were  broq|ht  fafely  to  • 
London.  Mr  Flavel  found  many  of  his  old  friends  there;  and 
Cxod  raifed  him  new  ones,  with  abundance  of  work,  and  ex-» 
traordinary  encouragement  iii  it.  Dilring  his  ftay  in  London,  he 
married  his  fourth  wife,  a  widow. gentlewoman,  (daughter  to  Mr 
Ceorge  jefferiesj  formerly  minifter  of  KingVBridge)  but  now  his 
iorrowful  tc\j£u  ^  .      . 

Mr  Flavel,  while  he  was  in  London,  narrowly  efcaped  being  takaiy 
with  the  reverend  Mr  Jenkins,  at  Mr  Fox's  in  Moorfields,  where 
they  were  keeping  a  day  of  faiting  and  prayer.  He  was  fo  near^ 
that  he  heard  the  infblen^e  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  to  Mr  JenUns 
'  when  they  had  taken  him;  and  obferved  it  in  his  diary,  that  Mr 
Jenkins  might  have  efc;q>ed  as  well  as  himfelf,  had  it  not  been  for  a. 
piece  of  vanity  in  a  lady,  whofe  long  train  hindered  his  going  down 
flairs>  Mr  Jei^dns,  out  of  his  too  great  civility  having  let  her  pafs  be- 
fore him- 

Mr  Fkvel  after  this>  returned  to  Dartmouth,  where  with  his  family  ^ 
and  dear  people  he  blefled  God  for  his  mercies  towards  him.     He  ^ 
was  in  a  ihtle  time  after  conj&ned  clofe  prifoner  to  his  houie,  where 
many  of  his  dear  flock  ftdle  in  over  night,  or  betimes  on  the  Lord's- 
day  in  the  morning,  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  labours,  and  fpend  the 
fabbath  in  hearing,  praying,  finging  of  pfalms,  and  holy  diicouxfes.  * 

Mr  Jenkins,  abovementioned,  dying  in  prifon,  his  people  gave  Mr 
Tlavel  a  call  to  the  paftoral  office  among  them,  and  Mr  Reeves's 
people  did  the  like.  Mr  Flavel  communicated  thefe  calls  unto  his 
flock,  and  kept  a  day  of  prayer  \tlth  them  to  beg  direftion  of  God  in 
this  important  affair }  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  anfwer  them  by 
fixing  Mr  Plavel's  refolution  to  ftay  with  his  flock  at  Dartmouth. 
Many  arguments  were  made  ufe  of  to  perfuade  him  to  come  to  London* 
as,  that  fince  he  wa^  turned  out  by  the  aA  of  uni&rmity,  he  had 
had  but  very  little  maintenance  from  his  church;  that  thofe  at  Lon-. 
don  were  rich  and  numerous  congregations  \  that  he  had  a  £miily., 
and  children  to  provide  for  %  and  that  the  city  was  a  theatre  <^  honour 
and  reputation.  But  noiDie  of  thefe  things  could  prevail  with  him  to 
leave  lus  poor  people  at  Dartmouth. 

In  1687,  ^l^en  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  over-rule  affairs,  that  King 
James. n.  thought  it. his  intereft  to  dig>enfe  with  the  penal  laws 
againft  them,  Mr  Flavel,  who  had  formerly  been  confined  to  a  cor- 
ner*  fltone  brightly,  as  a  flaming  beacon  upon  the  top  of  an  hill.  His 
affectionate  people  prepared  a  large  place  for  him,  where  God  blcflTcd. 
his  bbours  to  the  conviftion  of  many  people,  by  his  fermons  on  Rev. 
ill.  20.  Behold  IJland  at  the  door  and  knock.  This  encouraged  him  to 
print  thofe  fermons,  under  the  title  of  England's  Duty,  ^c.  ho^g. 
that  it  might  do  good  abroad,  as  well  as  in  his  gwn  congregation. 
He  made  a  vow  to  the  Lord  under  hb  confinement^  that  if  he  fhould 
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be  once  inore  entrufted  with  public  Hberty^  he  vpold  improve  it  t^ 
the  advai^ge  of  the  gofpel ;  *  this  he  performed  in  a  moft  conicien-* 
tK>u9L  mannef^  preached  twice  every  Lord'jwlay,  and  leftured  every 
Wedneftiay,  in  which  he  went  over  moft  of  the  3d  chapter  of  St  John's 
gofpel^  fhewing  the  indif^enfible  heceffity  of  regeneration.  He  jM-each* 
ed  ukewife  eveSy  Thurfday  before  the  facranient,  and  then  after  exa- 
mination admitted  communicants.  He  had  no  affiftante  oa'facra- 
ment*<layS|  fo  that  he  was  many  times  almoft  fpent  before  he  diftri- 
touted  the  elonents.  When  the  duty  of  the  day  was  over^  he  would 
often  complain  of  a  fore  breaft,  an  along  head,  and  a  pained  back  } 
yet  he  would  be  early  at  ftudy  again  next  Monday.  He  allpwed  him- 
(Uf  very  little  recreation^t^  accounting  time  a  precious  jewel  that  ought 
to  be  Improved  at  any  rate. 

He  was  not  only  a  zealous  preacher  in  the  pulpitj^  but  a  fincere 
Chri^ian  in  his  clofet,  frequent  in  felf-examination^  as  well  as  in 
preffing  it  upon  others ;  being  afrsud,  left  while  he  preached  to  others^ 
he  hiimelf  ftiould  be  a  caflyaway.  To  prove  this,  I  (hall  tranicribe 
what  follows  from  his  owii  diary. 

"  To  make  fiur?  of  eternal  life,  (faid  he)  is  the  great  bufmefs 
«*  which  the  fbns  of  death  have  to  do  in  this  world..  Whether  a 
««^  man  confider  the  immortality  of  his  own  foul,  the  ineflihle  joys 
«  and  glory  of  heaven,  the  extreme  and  endlefs  torments  of  hell, 
«*»  the  inconceivable  fwectneffe  of  peace  of  confcience,  or  the.  njifery 
«  of  being  fuhj'eA  to  the  terrors  thereof;  all  thefe  put  a  necefB^, 
«'  a  folemhity,  a  glory  upon  this  work.  But,  Oh!  the  difficulties 
«  and  dangers  attending  it !  How  many,  and  how  great  arc  thefe  ? 
«  What  judgment,  faithfufaiefs,  refolution,  and  watchftdnefs  doth 
"  it  require  ?  Such  is  the  deceitftilntts,  darknefs,  and  inconftancy  of 
«<  our  hearts,  andftich  the  malice,  policy  and  diligence  of  Satan  to 
«*  manage  and  improve  itj^  that  he  who  attempts  tms  work  had  need 
*<•  both  to  watch  his  feafons  for  it,  and  frequently  look  up  to  God  for 
<<  his  guidance  and  illumination,  and  to  fpend  many  fad  and  ferious 
«  thoughts  before  he  adventure  upon  a  determination  and  conclufioa 
<<  of  the  ftate  of  his  foul. 

<«  To  the  end  therefore  that  this  moft  important  work  may  not 
^*  mifcarry  in  my  hands,  I  have  collefted,  with  all  the  care  I  can, 
«<  thf:  belt  and  foqpdeft  charaflers  I  can  find  in  the  writings  of  our 
«<  modem  divines,  taken  out  of  the  Icripture,  and  by  their  labours 
<«  illuftratedr  and  prepared  for  ufe,  that  i  might  make  a  right  appli- 
<t  catioa  of  them. 

«  r.  I  have  eameftly  fbiight  the  Lord  for  the-  aflSftance  of  his 
<♦  Spirit,  which  can  only  manifcft  my  own  heart  unto  me,  and  fhew 
«•  me  the  true  ftate  thereof,  which  is  that  thing  my  foul  doth  moft 
<*  eameilly  defire  to  know ;  and  I  hope  the  Lord  will  anfwer  my  de- 
«  fire  tiherein,  according  to  his  promiies,  Luke  xi.  13.  John  xiv.  26. 

«  2.  I  have  endeavoured  to  caft  out  a9d  la^  afide  felf-love>  lefl 
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«  my  littrt  leing  prcpdncflcd  therewith,  ny  judgment  ih(5lild  be 
««  pervcrtrf,  and  become  partial  In  pafEng  ientencc  oh  my  cftatc. 
^  I  have,  in  fome  mcafure,  brooght  my  heart  to  be  willing  to  judge 
«  and  condemn  myfclf  for  an  hypocrite,  if  fuch  I  fliall  be  found  on 
««  trial,  as  to  approve  myfelf  for  finccre  and  opright.  Yea,  I  would 
<«  have  it  fo  far  from  beuig  grievous  to  me  fo  to  do,  that  if  I  have 
<«  been  all  this  while  miftaken  and  deceived,  I  ihall  rejoice  and  bleft 
*«  the  Lord  with  my  foul,  that  now  at  laft  it  may  be  difcovered  to  me, 
«<  and  I  may  be  fet  right,  though  I  lay  the  foundation  new  again. 
*«  This  I  have  laboorcd  to  bring  my  heart  to,  knowing  that  tibou- 
««  lands  have  dafhed  and  fplit  to  pieces  upon  this  rock.  And  indeed 
€€  he  that  will  own  the  peHbn  of  a  judge,  muft  put  6ff  the  perfon  of  a 
«♦  friend; 

<«  3.  It  hath  been  my  endeavour  to  keep  upon  my  heart  a  deep 
<*  fede  of  that  greatjudgment-day  throughout  this  work;  as  know- 
^<  ing  by  experience  what  a  potent  influence  this  hath  on  the  con« 
**  fcience,  to  make  it  deliberate,  ierious  and  faithful  in  its  work;  and 
««  therefore  I  have  demanded  of  my  own  conicience,  before  the  refo- 
*«  lution  of  each  queftion,  O  my  confcience,  deal  faithfully  with  me 
**  in  this  particular,  and  fay  no  more  to  me  than  thou  wilt  own  and 
*^  fbmd  to  in  the  great  day,  when  the  counfels  of  all  hearts  fhall  be 
«  mademanifeft. 

««  4.  Having  fcribuily  weighed  each  mark,  and  confidered  wherc- 
«  in  the  weight  and  fubflance  of  it  lieth,  I  have  gone  to  the  Lord  in 
««.  prayer  for  his  aiSftance,  ere  I  have  drawn  up  the  anlwer  of  my 
•*  confcience ;  and  as  my  heart  hath  been  perfuaded  therein,  fo  have 
"  I  determined  afed  refolved :  what  hath  been  clear  to  my  experience, 
<<  I  have  fo  fet  down ;  azid  what  hath  been  dubious,  I  have  here  left 
«  it  To. 

««  5.  I  have  made  choice  of  the  fitteft  feafons  I  had  for  this  work, 
«  and  fet  to  it  when  I  have  found  mv  heart  in  the  moll  quief  and 
«'  ferious  frame.  For  as  he  that  would  fee  his  face  In  a  glafs,  muft 
**  be  fixt,  not  in  motion,  or  ill  water,  muft  make  no  commqtion  in 
«  it  i  fb  it  is  in  this  cafe. 

*«  6.  Lafiljy  To  the  end  I  may  be,  fuccefsful  in  this  work,  I  have 
<*  laboured  all  along  carefully  to  diftinguilh  betwixt  fuch  fins  as  are 
<<  grounds  of  doubtmg,  and  iltth  as  are  only  grounds  of  humiliation; 
«  khowhig  that  not  eveiy  evil  is  a  ground  of  doubting,  though  all, 
<<  even  the  ihialleft  infirmities,  adminiher  matter  of  humiliation ;  and 
«<  thfjs  I  hate  defired  to  enterprize  this  great  bufinefs.  O  Lord, 
^  aflMJ  thy  fervant,  that  he  may  not  miflake  hefein ;  but,  if  his  cjoxi" 
<<  faience  do  now  condemn  him,  he  may  lay  a  better  foundation  whilft 
<<  he  hath  time ;  and  if  it  fhall  now  acquit  him,  he  may  alfo  have 
*«<  boldnefs  in  the  day  of  judgment.** 

Thefe  things  being  previoufly  difpatched,  he  tried  Wmfelf  by  the 
icripture  marks  of  iiocenty  and  regeneration  \  by  this  means  he  at- 

^        T  tailed 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


xii  The  Ljff  ^  the  hit 

.  tamed  to  a  well^-grounded  afiiirance>  the  nvifhing  coxnferts  of  whWh 
were  many  times  ihed  abroad  in  his  foul ;  this  made  him  a  poweiiiil 
and  fucceislttl  preacher^  as  one  who  fpoke  from  his  own  heart  to  thoTe 
of  others.     He  preached  what  he  felt,  what  he  liad  handled,  what 

.  he  had  feen  and  tafted  of  the  word  of  life,  and  they  felt  it  alfo. 

W^  may  guefs  what  a  fweet  and  bleffed  intercourfe  he  had  wiUx 
heavep,  from  tjiat  hiftory  we  meet  with'ii^  his  Pneumatokgiof  p.  323, 

'  which  I  refer  to,  and  Bkewife  of  that  revelation  he  ha4  c£  his  father 
and  ipother's  death,  p.  339.  He  was  a  mighty  wreftler  with  God 
in  fccret  prayer,  and  particularly  begged  of  him  to  crown  his  fcr- 
mons,  printed  books  and  private  difcourfes,  with  the  converfion  of 
poor  finners,  a  work  whi^h  his  heart  w^  much  fet  upon.  It  pleafcd 
God  to  anfwer  him  by  many  inftances,  of  which  ^e  two  that  follow 
dcferye  pecilHar  notice. 

In  1673,  Acre  came  into  Dartmouth  port  afliip  of  Pool,  in  h«r 
return  from  Virginia  J  the  Surgeon  of  this  ihip,  a  lufty  yOung  man 
of  23  years  of  age,  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy,  which  the  Devil  im- 
proved to  make  him  murder  himfclf.  This  he  attempted  on  the 
Lord  Way,  early  ip  the  morning,  when  he  was  in  bed  with  his  bro* 
ther ;  he  firft  cut  his  own  tlaro^t  with  a  knife  he  had  prepared  on 
purpofe,  and  leapine  out  of  the  bed*  thruft  it  likewife  into  his  fto- 
mac^,  and  fb  lay  wallowing  in  his  own  blood,  till  his  brother  awaked  * 
and  cried  for  help.  A  Phyfician  and  Surgeon  were  brought,  who 
concluded  the  wound  in  his  throat  mortal ;  they  ftitched  it  up  hotr- 
cver,  and  applied  a  plaifter,  but  without  hopes  of  cure/  bccaufe  he 
ateady  breathed  through  the  wound,  and  lis  voice  was  become  in- 
articulatef  Mr  Flavel  pame  to  vifit  him  in  this  condition,  and  ap- 
prehending him  to  be  within  a  few  minutes  of  eternity,  laboured  to 
prepare  him  for  it  5  he  aiked  him  his  own  apprehenfions  of  his  con- 
dition, and  the  young  man  anfwered,  that  he  hoped  in  God  for 
eternal  life.  Mr  Flavel  replied,  that  he  feared  his  hopes  were  ilt 
grounded :  the  fcripture  tells  us,  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life 
abiding  in  him :  felf-niurder  was  the  grofleft  of  ail  murder,  fe*r.  Mr 
Flavel  infifted  fo  much  on  the  aggravations  of  the  oriine,  that,  the 
young  man's  confcience  began  to  &il,  his  heart  began  to  melt,  and 
then  he  broke  out  into  tears,  bewai^ng  his  fin  and  mifery,  and  ailo- 
ed  Mr  Flavel,  If  there  might  yet  be  any  hope  for  hin  ?  he  told  hhn 
there  might ;  and  finding  hun  altogether  unacquainted  with  the  nature 
of  faith  and  repentance,  he  opened  them  to  Um.  The  poor  man 
fucked  in  this  do^lne  greedily,  prayed  yfiih  great  vehemence  to 
God,  that  he  would  work  them  on  his  foul,  nnd  intreated  Mr  Fbvrf 
to  pray  with  him,  and  for  him,  that  he  might  be,  though  late,  a 
fincer^  gofpcl-penitent,  and  fpurid  believer.  Mr  Flavel  prayed  with 
him  accordingly,  and  it  pJeafcd  God  exceedingly  to  pipit  the  young 
man's  heart,  during  the  jierformance  of  that  duty.  He  was  very  loth 
to  part  with  Mr  Flavel,  but  the  duty  pf  the  day  obliging  him  to  be 
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gfiiie>  in  a  few^ords  he  fiimmed  ap  thoTe  cou]i(d«  that  he  thovi^ 
inofl  necefiaiy,  and  fo  took  his  farewel  of  him,  never  QpeAing  CO 
fee  him  any  more  in  this  world.  But  it  pleafed  God  to  order  it 
otherwife  \  the  young  man  continued  alive  contrary  to  all  expefbtioo^ 
panted  eameftly  after  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  no  difcourfe  was  pleaiing 
to  him,  but  that  of  Chrift  and  faith.  In  this  ^rarne  Mr  Flavei  found 
.  him  in  the  evening ;  he  rejoiced  greatly  when  he  faw  him  come  agaia^ 
intreated  him  to  continue  his  difcourie  upon  thofe  fubje^,  and  told 
him>  Sir,  the  Lord  hath  given  me  repentance  for  this  and  for  all  my 
other  fins ;  I  fee  the  evil  of  them  now,  fo  as  I  never  faw  them  beforel 

0  I  loathe  myfelf !  t  do  alfo  believe.  Lord,  help  my  unbelief.  I  am 
heartily  willing  to  take  Chrift  upon  his  own  terms  \  but  one  thin^ 
troubles  me,  I  doubt  this  bloody  fin  will  not  be  pardoned.  Will  Jo» 
lus  Chrift,  (aid  he,  apply  his  blood  to  one,  who  has  fhed  his  own 
bkK>d  ?  MrFlaveltold  him,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  fliedhis  blood  for  them 
who  with  wicked  hands  had  fiied  his  own  blood,  which  was  a  great* 

.  er  fin  than  the  fiiedding  of  his  -,  to  which  the,  wounded  man  replied, 

1  will  caft  myielf  upon  Chrift,  let  him  do  what  he  will.  In  this  con- 
dition Mr  Flavei  left  him  that  night. 

Next  morning  his  wounds  were  to  be  opened,  and  the  Surgeon's 
opinion  was,  that  he  would  immediately  expire :  Mr  Flavei  was  agaio 
reqnefted  to  give  him  a  villt,  which  he  did,  found  him  in  a  very  fi>* 
rioos  frame,  and  prayed  with  him.  The  wound  in  his  ftomach  was 
afterwards  opened,  when  the  ventricle  was  (o  much  fwoln,  that  it 
came  out  at  the  orifice  of  the  wound,  and  lay  like  a  lived,  difcoloured 
tripe  upon  his  body,  and  was  alfo  cut  through  \  every  one  thought 
it  impofiible  for  him  to  live  \  however,  the  Surgeon  enlarged  the 
orifice  of  the  wound,  fdmented  it,  and  wrought  the  ventricle  s^aia 
into  his  body^  and,  ftitching  up  the  wound,  left  his  patient  to  the 
difpofal  of  providence. 

It  pleafcxl  God  that  he  was  cured  of  thofe  dangerous  wounds  int 
his  body  ^  and,  upon  folid  grounds  of  a  rational  charity,  there  was 
groond  to  believe  that  he  was  alfo  cured  of  that  more  dangerous 
wotmd  which  fin  had  made  in  his  foul.  Mr  Flavei  fpent  many  hours 
with  him  during  his  fickncfs;  and  when  the  Surgeon  returned  to 
Pool,  after  his  recovery,  Mr  Samuel  Hardy,  that  worthy  minifter 
there,  thanked  Mr  Flavei  in  a  letter,  for  the  great  pains  he  had  ta- 
ken with  that  young  man,  and  congratulated  his  fucceis,  afiurii^ 
him,  that  if  ever  a  great  and  thorough  work  was  wrought,  it  was 
upon  that  man. 

The  fecond  inftance  is  this :  Mr  Flavei  being  in  London  in  1673, 
his  old  bookfclkr,  Mr  Boulter,  gave  him  this  following  relation,  viz* 
That  fome  time  before,  there  came  into  his  flipp  a  fparkifh  gentle- 
tmst  to  enquire  for  fome  play-books ;.  Mr  Boulter  told  him  he  had 
none,  bat  (hewed  him  Mr  Flavel's  Tittle  trcatife  oi  Keeping  the  Hearty 
iDtrsated  him  to  read  it,  and  afiured  him  it  would  do  him  more  good 
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ifibtti  pA^4H>oks.  'Th^  gentleman  read  the  titki'^nd  glandng-u|x)n 
^mral  pages  here  and  there,  broke  out  into  thefe  and  inch  other  ex- 
ytd&cmsy  What  a  damnable  Fanatic  was  he  who  made  this  book  ? 
14r  Boulter  be^ed  of  him  to  buy  and.  read  it,  and  told  him  he  had 
AO  cade  to  cenfure  it  fb  bitterly ;  at  laft  he  bought  it,  but  told  him 
he  'Would  not  read  it.  What  will  you  do  with  it  then,  faid  Mr  Boul- 
ter ?  I  will  tear  wnd  bum  it,  faid  he,  and  fend  it  to  the  Devil.  Mr 
Boulter  feld  him,  that  he  fhould  not  have  it.  Upon  this  the  gen- 
tleman promifed  to  read  it ;  and  Mr  Boulter  told  hun,  if  he  difliked 
if  upon  reading,  he  would  return*  him  his  money.  About  a  month 
dfto*,  the  gendeman  came  to  the  fhop  again  in  a  very  modeft  habit ^ 
and,  with  a  (erious  countenance,  beipoke  Mr  Boulter  thus ;  ^ii")  I 
moft  heartily  thank  you  for  putting  this  book  into  my  hands  \  I  bleis 
God  that  moved  you  to  do  it,  it  hath  favcd  my  foul ;  blefled  be  God 
that  ever  I  came  into  your  {hop.  And  then  he  bought  a  hundred 
•  inore  of  thofe  books  of  him,  and  told  him  he  would  give  them  to  the 
poor  who  could  not  buy  them,  and  fo  left  him,  praifing  and  admi- 
ring the  goodnefi  of  God.  Thus  it  pleafed  God  to  bleis  the  fermonsy 
difcourfes  and  writings  of  Mr  FlaveL 

'  He  never  ddighted  in  controverfies,  but  was  obliged,  contrary  to 
4iis  inclination,  to  write  againft  Mr  Cary,  the  principal  Anabaptift  in 
Dartmouth,  with  whom,  however,  he  maintained  a  friendly  and 
Chriftian  correfpondence.  When  he  wrote  his  Plar/ehgiay  or,  Blotu 
fft  the  Root  J  he  declared  to  his  friends,  that  though  thofe  ftudies  were 
yery  neceflary,  he  took  no  pleafure  in  then,  but  had  rather  be  em^ 
ployed  in  practical  divinity.  When  he  compofed  his  Reafonablenefs  of 
Perfonal  Reformation,  he  told  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  his,  that 
he  feldom  had  a  vain  thought  to  interrupt  him,  which  made  hiito 
hope  it  would  do  the  more  good  in  the  world;  He  purpofed  to  have 
cnhrged  his  book  of  Sacramental  Meditations ^  and  had  moft  judi- 
ctouily  ftated  and  handled  ieveral  cafes  of  confcience  on  that  occsuGon,* 
wliich  he  defigned  to  have  inferted  in  the  next  edition,  but  lived  not 
to  finiih  them  for  the  prefi. 

Many  times,  when  he  preached  abroad,  he  has  had  letters  fcnt 
him  from  unknown  perfons,  informing  him  how  God  had  blefled 
h»  miniftry  to  their  fouls,  and  converted  them  from  being  bitter  ene- 
THiies  to  rdigion.  This  encouraged  him  when  he  rode  abroad,  not 
only  to  accept  of  invitations  to  preach,  but  many  times  to  offer  his  la- 
bours unto  thofe  that  would  be  pleafed  to  hear  him  ;  though  for  this 
he  had  no  occafion  where  he  was  known,  the  people  being  generally 
importunate  with  him.  One  day  after  a  long  and  hard  journey,  an 
intimate  friend  of  his,  out  of  a  tender  regard  to  him,  prcfled  him  with 
cogent  arguments  to  forbear  preaching  at  that  feafon,  but  could  not 
prevail  with  him  j  Ms  bowels  of  compaflion  to  needy  and  perifhing 
fouls  made  him  overlook  all  confideratiom  of  himfelf :  he  preached 
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an  OEceUent  iermonj  fay  which    there  was  one  comTertedi  as  ht 
declared  himielf  afterwards  upon  his  adxniiBon  to  the  Lord's  tabic. 

The  laft  fermoa  that  he  preached  to  his  people  at  Dartmouth^  was 
on  a  public  day  of  failing  and  humiliation ;  in  the  dole  oF  which  he; 
was  enlarged  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner,  when  offiarixig  op. 
praifes  to  God  for  mercies  received,  that  he  feemed  to  be  in  aa  ta^ 
tafy.  This  happened  about  a  week  before  his  death,  and  mayjuftljr 
be  accounted  a  fbretafte  of  thofe  heavenly  rapturea  that  he  now  aw 
joys  gpiongft  the  blefled  fpirits  above. 

The  laft  iermon  he  preached  was  on  the  21ft  of  June,  lifpiy  at 
Afhburton,  from  l  Cor.  x.  12.  Whirefore  let  him  thatjlandefb  takt^ 
heed  left  befall.  It  was  a  very  pathetical  diicourfe,  tendii)g  to  awakeo.' 
carelds  profeflbrs,  and  to  ftir  them  up  to  be  folicitous  about  their 
fouls.  Ajft^  having  preached  this  fermon,  he  went  to  Exeter ;  and. 
at  Topiham,  within  three  miles  of  that  city,  he  preiided  asnuKler^ 
tor  in  an  aflembly  of  the  Nonconformift  minifters  of  Dcvonfhire,  wha 
nnanimoufly  voted  him  into  the  chair :  the  occaiion  of  their  meeting, 
was  about  an  union  betwixt  the  Preft»yterians  and  Independents^^, 
which  Mr  Flavcl  was  very  zealous  to  promote,  and  brought  to  io 
great  an  iftlie  in  thofe.  parts,  that  the  minifters  declared  their  fatisfao*, 
tion  with  the  heads  of  agreement  concluded  on  by  the  London  wi^. 
nifters  of  thofe  denominations.  MrFlavel  clofed  tli  work  of  the  day 
with  prayer  and  praifes,  in  which  his  fpfrit  was  canned  out  with  wozw 
4erful  enlargement  and  affection. 

H?  wrote  a  letter  to  an  eminent  miniftcr  in  London,  with  an  ao- 
count  of  their  proceedings,  that  fame  day  that  he  died;  providence, 
ordering  it  fb,  that  he  ihould  fiiiiih  th^t  good  work  his  heart  was  &^ 
intent  upon,  before  he  finiihed  his  courfe. 

The  manner  of  his  death  was  fudden  and  furprifing ;  his  friends. 
tbought  hiin  as  well  that  d^y  in  the  evening  of  which  he  died,  as  he 
had  been  for  many  years :  towards  tlic  end  of  fupper  he  complained, 
of  a  deadneis  in  one  of  his  hands,  that  he  could  not  lift  it  to  his, 
head*  This  ftruck  his  wife  and  his  friends  about  him  with  aftoniffa/^ 
ment  j  they  ufed  fome  means  to  recover  it  to  its  former  ftrength,  but. 
inftead  thereof,  to  their  great  grief  the  diftemper  feized  all  upon  ona 
fide  of  his  body.  They  put  Wm  to  bed  with  all  ipeed,  and  fent  for 
phjrficians^  but  to  no  purpofe ;  his  diftemper  prevailed  upon  him  fo 
faft,  that  m  a  fhort  time  it  made  him  fpecchlefs.  He  was  fenfible  of 
his  approaching  death ;  and  when  they  carried  him  up  ftairs,  expref- 
fed  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  the  laft  time  j  but  added,  I  know 
4at  it. will  be  well  with  me;  which  were  fome  of  his  laft  words. 
Thus  died  this  holy  man  of  God  fuddenly,  and  without  pain,  not^. 
^ving  fo  much  as  one  groan.  Heexehanged  this  life  for  a  better,  on 
the  26th  day  of  June,  1691,  in  the  64th  year  of  hb  age. 

His  corps  was -carried  from  Exeter  to  Dartmouth,  attended  by  fe- 
deral mimfters,  and  a  great  many  other  perfons  of  good  cjuality ;  abun- 
dance 
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dance  of  people  rode  out  firom  Dartmouth,  Totnefs,  Newton,  Aflx- 
burton,  and  other  places,  to  meet  the  corps ;  when  it  was  taken  out 
of  the  hcarfe  at  the  water  fide,  his  people  and  other  friends  could  not 
forbear  cxprefEng  the  fetife  of  their  great  lofs,  by  floods  of  tears,  and 
a  bitter  lamentation.  It  was  interred  the  fame  night  in  Dartmouth, 
chtu-ch,  and  next  day  Mr  George  Trofle,  a  mjnifter  of  Exeter, 
preached  his  funeral-fermon  from  Eliiha's  lamentation  upon  the  tranf- 
fotion  of  Elijah,  2  Kings  ii.  la.  My  father,  my  father,  thi  chariot  of 
Ifrael,  and  the  harfemen  thef-eof 

We  fhall  conclude  with  a  character  of  Mr  Flavel.     He  was  a  man 
of  a  middle  ftaturc,  and  full  of  life  ^nd  aftivity :  he  was  v^rj  thought* 
fol,  and  when  not  difcourfing  or  reading,  much  taken  up  in  medi- 
tation, which  made  him  digeft  ^is  notions  well.     He  was  ready  to 
learn  from  every  body,  and  as  free  to  comhiunicate,  what  he  knew. 
He  was  bountiful  to  his  own  relations,  and  very  charitable  to  the 
poor,  but  efpecially  to  the  hou&hold  of  faith,  and  the  neceilitous 
members  of  his  own  church,  to  whom,  during  their  ficknefs,   he  al- 
ways fent  ruit?ble  fupplies.     He  freely  taught  academical  learning  to 
four  young  men  whom  he  bred  to  the  miniftry,  and  one  of  them  he 
maintained  all  the  while  at  his  own  charge.     He  was  exceedingly  af-  . 
fefiionate  to  all  the  people  of  Dartmouth,  of  which  we  fhall  ghx 
one  remarkable  inftance.  When  our  fleet  w^  firfl  engaged  with  the 
French,  he  tailed  his  people  together  to  a  folemn  fail,  and,  like  a 
man  in  an  agony,  wreftled  with  God  in  prayer  for  the  church  and 
liation,  and  particularly  for  the  poor  feamen  of  Dartmouth,  that  they 
might  obtain  mercy ;  the  Lord  heai-d  and  anfwcred  him,  for  not  one 
of  that  town  was  killed  in  the  light,  though  many  of  them  were  iii 
the  engagement.    *  As  he  was  a  faithful  ambaflador  to  his  Mailer,  he 
made  his  example  the  rule  of  his  own  praftice,  and  was  fo  far  from 
reviling  again,  thoft  that  reviled  him,  that  he  prayed  for  thofe  that 
defpitefully  uied  him  :  one  remarkable  inilance  of  which  is  as  follows: 
In  1685,  fome  of  the  people  of  Dartmouth,  accompanied  too  by 
fbme  of  the  magiitrates,  made  up  his  effigy,    carried  it  through  the 
ftreets  in  dcriiion,  with  the  covenant  and  bill  of  excluiion  pinned  to 
it,  and  fet  it  upon  a  bonefire,  and  burnt  it ;  fome  of  the  fpeftators 
were  fo  much  afFefted  with  the  reproach  and  ignominy  done  to  thb 
reverend  and  picus  minifter,  that  they  wept,  and  others  fcoffed  and 
jeered :  it  was  obfervable,  that  at  the  very  fame  time,  though  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  he  was  heaping  coals  of  fye  of  another 
nature  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  wicked  men,  for  he  was  then  praying 
for  the  town  of  Dartmouth,    its  magiilrates  and  inhabitants  9   and 
when  news  was  brought  him,  upon  the  concluilon  of  his  prayer, 
what  they  had  been  doing,  he  lifted  up  his  prayer  unto  God  for 
them  in  our  Sii^'iour's  words,  Father,  forgive  thenty  for  they  i/iow  not 
'trhat  they  do» 
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OPENED   UP: 

OR, 

A  Display  of  CHRIST  in  his  Effential  and 
Mediatorial  Glory. 

Containing  Forty-two  Sermons  on  various  Texts. 


To  bis  much  honoured  and  beloved  Kin/man^  Mr  John  Fbvel,  of 
London,  J^ercbant,  and  bis  virtuous  Con/ort,  the  Author  tuijheth 
Grace,  Mercys  and  Peace* 

Mr  DEAR  AND  HONOURED  FRIENDSy 

IF  my  pen  were  both  able,  and  at  leifiire,  to  get  glory  in  paper, 
it  would  be  but  a  paper  glory  when  I  had  gotten  it :  but  if  by 
difplaying  (which  is  the  defign  of  thefe  papers)  the  tranfcendent 
excellency  of  Jefus  Chrift,  I  may  win  glory  to  him  from  you,  to 
whom  1  humbly  offer  them,  or  from  any  other  into  whofe  hands 
jM-ovidence  fhall  caft  them,  that  will  be  glory  indeed,  and  an  occa- 
sion of  glorifying  God  to  all  eternity. 

It  is  not  the  deiign  of  this  epiftle  to  compliment ^  but  to  benefit 
you ;  not  to  blazon  your  excellencies,  but  Chrift's  5  not  to  ac- 
quaint the  world  how'much  you  have  endeared  me  to  yourlch  es,  but 
to  increaft  and  ftrengtheh  the  endearments  betwixt  Chr»ft  and  you^ 
upon  your  part.  '  I  might  indeed  (th&  being  a  proper  place  for  it) 
pay  you  my  acknowledgments  for  your  great  kindnt:ir:.s  to  n\c  and 
mine ;  of  which,  I  aiGire  you,  I  have,  and  ever  fhall  liiive,  the  moll: 
gratefiilfenfe:  but  you  and  I  are  theatre  enough  to  one  another,  and 
can  fafdsfy  ourfdvcr  with  the  inclofed  comforts  and  dclitrhts  of  our 
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mutyal  love  and  friendiliip.  But  let  me  tell  you,  the  whole  world 
is  not  a  theatre  large  enough  to  ihew  the  glory  of  Chrift  upon, 
or  unfold  the  one  half  of  the  unfearchable  riches  that  lie  hid  ifl 
him.  Thefe  things  will  be  far  better  underftood, '  and  fpoken  of 
in  heaven,  by  the  noon-<lay  divinity,  in  which  the  immediately  il- 
luminated ailembly  do  there  preach  his  pf  aifes,  than  by  fuch  a 
.  fiammering  tongue,  and  icribbling  pen  as  mine,  which  doth  but 
mar  them. 

Alas!  I  write  Ws  praifes  but  by  moon-light;  I  cannot  praife 
him  fo  much  as  by  halves.  Indeed,  no  tongue  but  his  own  (as 
Nazianzen  faid  of  Bafil)  isfufficiehtto  undertake  that  tafk.  What 
ihall.  I  fay  of  Chrift  ?  The  excelling  glory  of  that  objcft  dazzles  all 
apprehenfipn,  Iwallows  up  all  expreffion.  "When  we  have  bor- 
rowed metaphors  from  every  creature  that  hath  any  excellency  or 
lovely  property  in  it,  tlH  we  have  ftript  the  whole  creation  bare  of 
all  its  ornaments,  and  clothed  Chrift  with  all  that  glory ;  when  we 
h^ve  even  worn  out  our  tongues,  in  afcribing  praifes  to  him,  alas ! 
we  have  done  nothing,  when  all  is  done. 

Yet,  wo  is  me !  how  do  I  every  day  behold  reafonable  ibub 
moft  unrealbnably  diiafieAed  to  my  lovely  Lord  Jefus  !  denying 
love  to  One,  who  is  able  to  compel  love  from  the  ftonieft  heart ! 
yea,  though  they  can  never  make  fo  much  of  their  love  (would ' 
they  fct  it  to  fale)  as  Chrift  bids  for  it. 

TTis  horrid  and  amazing  to  fee  how  the  minds  of  many  are  capti- 
vated and  enfnared  by  every  filly  trifle ;  and  how  others  can  in- 
differently turn  them  with  a  kind  of  Ipontaneity  to  this  obje£t,  or 
to  that  (as  their  fancy  ftrikes)  among  the  whole  univerfe  of  beings, 
and  fcarce  ever  reluftate,  recoil,  or  naufeate,  till  they  be  perfuad- 
cd  to  Chrift.  In  their  unconverted  ftate,  it  is  as  eafy  to  melt  Ac 
obdi]lrate  rocks  into  fweet  fyrup,  as  their  hearts  into  divine  love. 

How  do  the  great  men  of  the  world  ambitioufly  court  the  ho- 
nours and  pleafures  of  it  ?  The  merchants  of  the  earth  trade,  and 
ftrive  for  the  des^-bought  treafures  of  it ;  whilft  the  price  of  Chrift 
(alas !  ever  too  low)  falb  every  day  lower  and  lower  upon  the  ex- 
change of  this  world !  I  fpeak  it  as  a  fad  truth,  if  there  were  no 
quicker  a  trade  (as  dead  as  they  fay  it  is)  for  the  perilhing  trca^ 
fures  of  the  earth,  than  there  is  for  Chrift  this  day  in  England,  the 
exchange  would  quickly  be  (hut  up,  and  all  the  trading  companies 
diftblved. 

Dear  Sir,  Chrift  is  the  peerleft  pearl  hid  in  the  field.  Mat.  xiii. 
46.  Will  you  be  that  wfe  merchant^  that  refolves  to  win  and  com- 
pafs  that  treafure,  whatever  it  fliall  coft  you  ?  Ah>  Sif  >  Chrift  is  a 
commodity  that  can  never  be  bought  too  dear. 

Mr  dear  kinfinan,  my  fiefh,  and  my  blood ;  my  foul  thirfteth 
for  your  falvation,  and  the  falvation  of  your  family.  Shall  yo^  and 
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I  refolve  with  good  Jofliua,  that  whatever  others  do,  ^<  we  and 
our  families  will  fcrve  the  Lord  ;**  that  we  will  walk  as  the  rei 
deemed  by  his  blood,  ihewing  forth  his  virtues  and  praifes  in  tht 
world  ?  that  as  C^oU  hath  made  us  one  in  name,  and  one  in  afieAion^ 
So  we  may  be  one  in  Chrift ;  that  it  may  be  faid  of  us,  as  it  was  of 
Auftin  and  Alippous  long  ago,  that  they  were /anguine  Chrifti  cotif^ 
glutinati^  glued  together  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  given  in  my  name  to  him  long  fince  % 
wo  to  me,  if  I  have  not  given  in  my  heart  alfo :  for,  fhould  I  d6* 
cmc  myfelf  in  fb  deep  a  point  as  that«  how  would  my  projejfum  at 
a  Chriftianj  my  caUxng  as  a  mintfter^  yea,  thefe  very  fermons  now 
in  your  hands,  rife  m  judgment  to  condenm  me  i  which  God 
forbid. 

And  doubtlefs,  Sir,  your  eyes  have  fecn  both  the  vanity  of  aH 
creatures,  and  the  neceuity  and  infinite  worth  of  Chrift.  Ton 
cannot  forget  ^hat  a  vanity  the  world  appeared  to  yon,  when  in 
the  year  1668,  you  were  fummoned  by  the  meflengers  of  death 
(as  yon  and  all  that  were  about  you  then  apprehended)  to  fhoot 
the  gulph  of  vaft  eternity;  when  a  malignant  ^  •^  Th^anf  * 
fever  and  {deurify  (whereof  your  •  phylEcian  ,  ^  ^ts^ons 
hath  pvenan  account  to  the  world)  did  Ai^^ioct'^i />•  9^- 
ihake  the  whole  frame,  of  the  tabernacle  wherein  your  ibul  through 
mercy  yet  dwells ;  and  long  may  it  dwell  there,  for  the  fervice 
azKl  praife  of  your  great  Deliverer.  I  hope  you  have  not,  nor  ever 
will  forget  how  vain  the  world  appeared  to  your  eye,  when  you 
looked  back  (as  it  were  over  your  fhoulder)  and  faw  how  it 
ihrunk  away  from  you ;'  nor  will  you  ever  forget  the  awful  appre- 
heniions  of  eternity  that  then  feized  your  fpirit,  or  the  value  you 
then  had  for  Chrift ;  which  things,  I  hope,  ftill  do,  and  ever  will 
remain  with  you. 

And  for  you,  dear  couftn,  as  it  beconies  a  daughter  of  Sarah, 
let  your  foul  be  adorned  with  the  excellencies  of  Chrift,  and  beau- 
tics  of  holinels.  A  king  from  heaven  makes  fuit  for  your  love :  if 
he  efpoufe  your  foul  now,  he  will  ietch  it  home  to  himfelf  at  death 
in  his  chariot  of  falvation }  and  great  ftiall  be  your  joy,  when  the 
marriage  ,of  the  Lamb  is  come.  Look  often  upon  Chrift  in  this 
glafs ;  he  is  £urer  than  the  children  of  men.  View  him  believingly, 
and  you  cannot  but  like  and  love  him.  <<  For  (as  Eh  ^  Vi 
«  one  well  faith)  love,  when  it  feeth,  cannot  but  caft  ^*  *  * 
"  out  its  ipirit  and  ftrength  upon  amiable  objefts  and  things  love- 
<«  worthy.  And  what  fairer  things  than  Chrift  !  O  fair  fun,  and 
««  fair  moon,  and  fair  ftars,  and  fiir  flowers,  and  fair  rof es,  and 
^  fair  lilies,  and  fair  creatures !  but^  O  ten  thoufand,  thoufand 
^  times  fairer  Lord  Jefus !  Alas,  I  wronged  him  in  making  the 
^  companion  this  way.     O  black  fun  and  moon ;  but  O  fair  Lord 
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*<  Jcfus !  O  black  flowersi  and  black  lilies  and  rofcs  \  but  O  fair, 
'«  fair,  ever  fsdr  Lord  Jefus !  O  all  fair  things,  black,  deformed, 
««  and  without  beauty,  when  ye  are  fet  beiid%tlie  faireft  Lord 
««  Jefiis !  O  black  heaven,  but  O  fair  Chrift !  O  black  angels,  but 
«•  O  furpafiingly  fair  Lord  Jefus.** 

I  hope  jou  both  are  agreed  with  Chrift,  according^  to  the  Mticles 
of  peace  propounded  to  you  in  the  gofpd ;  and  that  jou  are^ery 
ilay"driving  on  lalvatibn*  work,  betwixt  him  and  you, .  in  yomJFa- 
jnUy^and  in  your'cTbiets'. ' 

And  now,  my  dear  friends,  if  thcfc  difcoverics  of  Chrift,  which 
I  humbly  offer  to  your  hand^,  may  be  any  way  ufcful  to  your 
fouls,  to  aflift  them  either  in  obtaining,  or  in  clearing  their  in- 
tcrcft  in  him,  my  heart  fhall  rejoice,  even  mine ;  for  none  under 
heaven  can  be  more  willing,  though  many  are  more  able,  to  help 
you  thither,  than  is 


frm  my  Stud^  at  Dartmouth, 
March  X4#^,  1671. 


YOUR  AFFECTIONATE  AND  OBLIGED, 

KINSMAN  AND  SERVANT, 

JOHN  FLAVEL. 
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TO  THE  CHRISTIAN  READERS, 

Bjpecially  tbofe  in  the  Town  and  Corporation  £/"  Dartmouth,  and  Parts 
adjacent^  nvho  have  either  befriended^  or  attended  thefe  LeElures. 

HONOURED  AND  WORTHr  fRIENDSj 

KNOWLEDGE  b  man's  excellency  above  the  beafts  that  pc* 
rifh,  PfaL  xxxii.  9.  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  the  Chrit 
can  s  excellency  above  the  Heathen,  i  Cor.  i.  23,  24.  Praftical 
and  faving  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  the  fincere  Chriftian's  exceUencj 
above  thefelf-cozening  hypocrite,  Heb«  vi.  4,  6.  but  methodical 
and  wdl-digefted  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  the  ftrong  Chriftian's  ex- 
cellency above  the  weak,  Heb.  v.  12,  13,  14*  A  faving,  though 
an  immethodical  knowledge  of  Chrift,  will  bring  us  to  heaven^ 
John  xvii.  2.  but  a  regular  and  methodical,  as  well  as  a  faving  know- 
ledge of  him,  will  bring  heaven  into  us,  Col.  ii.  2,  3^ 

For  fiich  is  the  excellency  thereof,  even  above  all  other  know- 
ledge of  Chrift,  that  it  renders  the  underftanding  judicious,  the 
memory  tenacious,  and  the  heart  highly  and  fixedly  joyous.  How 
it  ferves  to  confirm  and  perfeA  the  underftanding,  is  excellently 
discovered  by  a  worthy  divine  of  our  own,  in  thefe  words : 

A  young  ungrounded  Chriftian,  when  he       MB    tef^  //* 
fteth  all  the  fundamental  truths,  and  fecth    ^.     '^^  ^JI     ^  ^^^^^ 
J. J  AT         r^i^  L  ''^«^  ^^  ^^^  converts 

good  evidence  and  reaions  of  them,  perhaps       ,  /.      1  .     a^r/L 

may  be  yet  ignorant  of  the  right  order  and        •^  fi 

place  of  every  truth.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  have  ^  >  P*  9 
young  profeilbrs  to  undcrftand  the  neceftary  truths  methodically ; 
and  this  is  a  very  great  defeA :  for  a  great  part  of  the  ufefulnefs  and 
excellency  of  particular  truths  confifteth  ill  the  refpeft  they  have 
to  one  another.  This  therefore  will  be  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
yoiur  confirmation,  and  growth  in  your  underftandings,  to  fee  the 
body  of  the  Chriftian  do^riiie,  as  it  were,  at  one  view,  as  the  fc- 
veral,  parts  of  it  are  united  in  one  perfect  fi*ame ;  and  to  know  what 
afpeft  one  point  hath  upon  another,  and  which  are  their  due  places. 
There  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  the  fight  of  the  feveral  parts  of 
a  clock  or  watch,  as  they  are  dbjointed  and  fcattered  ahroaid,  and 
the  feeing  of  them  conjointed,  and  in  ufe  and  motion.  To  fee 
licre  a  pin^  and  there  a  wheel,  and  not  know  how  to  fet  them  all 
together,  nor  ever  fee  them  in  their  due  ^^es,  will  give  but  little 
fatisfadion.  It  is  the  firame  and  defigfi  of  holy  do£bine  that  muft 
be  known,  and  every  part  fliould  be  difcemed  as  ik  hath  its  particu- 
lar u(e  to  that  defign,  and  as  it  is  connected  with  the  other  parts* 

By  this  means  only  can*  the  true  nature  of  Theology,  together 
with  the  harmony  and  perfection  of  truths  be  clearly  imderftood. 
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And  cvoy  fingle  truth  alfo  vrill  be  much  better  perceived  by  hm 
that  feeth  its  place  and  order,  than  by  any  other :  for  one  truth 
exceedingly  illu(lrates  and  leads  another  into  the  underftanding. 
--Study  therefore  to  grow  in  the  more  methodical  knowledge  of 
the  fame  tr^iths  which  you  have  received ;  and  though  you  are  not 
yet  ripe  enough  to  difcem  the  whole  body  of  theology  \h  due  me- 
thod, yet  fee  fb  much  as  you  have  attained  to  know,  in  the  right 
order,  and  placing  of  every  part.  As  in  anatomy,  it  is  hard  for 
the  Weft  phyfician  to  difc^n  the  courfe  of  every  branch  of  the 
▼eins  and  arteries ;  but  yet  they  may  eafiiy  dilcem  the  place  and 
order  of  the  principal  parts,  and  greater  veflels,  (and  furely  in  the 
hody  of  religion  there  are  no  branches  of.  greater  or  more  nece£- 
fary  truth  than  thefe)  fo  it  is  in  divinity,  where  no  man  hath  a 
perfeA  view  of  the  whole,  till  he  cpmes  to  the  ftate  of  perfeftion 
»ith  God ;  but  every  true  Chriitian  hath  the  knowledge  of  all  the 
cfientiak,  and  may  know  the  orders  and  places  of  them  alL 

And  as  it  ferves  to  render  the  blind  more  judicious,  fo  it  caufes 
-the  memory  to  be  more  tenacious^  and  retentive  of  truths.  The 
chain  of  truth  is  eafiiy  held  in  the  memory,  when  o^e  truth  link$ 
in  another  \  but  the  loofing  of  a  link  endangers  the  fcattering  of 
the  whole  chain.  We  ufe  to  fay,  order  is  the  mother  of  memory^ 
I  am  fure  it  is  a:  Angular  friend  to  it :  hence  it  is  obferved,  thofe 
that  write  of  the  art  of  memory,  lay  fo  great  a  ftrefs  upon  place 
and  number.'  The  memory  would  not  fofoonbe  overcharged  with 
a  multitude  of  truths,  if  that  i^iultitude  were  but  orderly  difpofed. 
It  is  the  incoherence  and  confiifion  of  truths,  rather  than  their 
number,  that  diftrafts,  ■'  Let  but  the  underftanding  receive  them 
regularly,  and  the  memory  will  retain  them  with  much  more  faci- 
lity. A  bad  memory  b  a  common  complaint  among  Chriftians : 
all  the  benefit  that  many  of  you  have  in  hearing,  is  from  the  pre- 
icnt  influence  of  truths  upon  your  hearts ;  there  is  but  littlje  th^t 
iiicks  l:^  you,  to  make  a  focondr  and  third  imprefiion  upon  then^. 
I  know  it  may  be  faid  of  fomc  of  you,  that  if  your  afiedUons  werp 
not  better  than  your  memories,  you  would  need  a  very  large 
charity  to  pafs  for  Chriftians.  I  confefs  it  is  better  to  have  a  well  • 
crdiered  heart,  than  a  methodical  head ;  but  furely  both  are  better 
than  either.  And  for  you  that  have  conftantly  attended  thefr^x- 
ercifes,  and  followed  us  through  the  whole  feries  and  deduction  of 
thefe  truths,  from  text  to  text,  and  from  point  to  point ;  who 
have  begun  one  fabbath  where  you  left  another ;  it  will  be  your 
inexcufable  feult,  if  thefe  things  be  not  fixed  in  your  underftand- 
ing and  memories,  as'jiails  faftened  in  a  fure  place :  efpecially  as  pro- 
"  vidence  hath  now  brought  to  your  eyes,  what  hath  been  fo  often 
founded  in  your  ears,  which  is  no  (mail  help  to  fix  thefo  truths 
upon  you,  and  prevent  that  great  hazard  of  themj  which  con^ 
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monly  attends  bare  lie^ring ;  for  now  jaa  may  have  reoourfe  m 
often  as  j^  will  to  them,  view  and  review  them,  till  thej  become 
your  own. 

But  thongh  dus  be  a  great  and  fingular  advantage,  yet  k  is  not 
all  you  may  have  by  a  methodical  under/landing  9/  the  doBrines  cf 
Cbrijl :  it  is  more  than  a  judicious  underftanding  them,  or  faithful 
remembering  them,  that  you  and  I  muft  defign,  even  the  warm, 
vital,  animating  influences  of  thefe  truths  upon  our  hearts,  without 
which  we  {ball  be  never  the  better  i  yea,  much  the  worfe  for  know* 
faig  and  ronembering  them. 

Truth  b  the  fanAifying  inftrument,  John  xvii.  1 7.  the  mould 
into  which  our  ibiils  are  caft,  Rom.  vi.  17.  according  therefore  to 
the  ftamps  and  impreifions  it  makes  upon  our  underftandings,  and 
the  order  in  which  truths  lie  there,  will  be  the  depth  ^nd  lailing;- 
nefs  of  their  imprefBons  and  influences  upon  the  heart  $  as,  the 
more  weight  is  laid  upon  the  feal,  the  more  fadr  and  lafling  obk 
preffion  is  made  upon  the  wax.  He  that  fees  the  grounds  and 
reafons  of  his  peace  and  comfort  mofl  clearly,  is  like  to  maintain 
it  the  more  confhmtly. 

Great  therefore  is  the  advantage  Chriftians  have  by  fuch  metho«» 
dical  iyftems.  Surely  they  may  be  fet  down  among  the  de/lderata 
ChrjManorum^    The  mofl  dcfired  things  of  ChrifHans. 

l5ivers  worthy  modem  pens  have  indeed  un«        ^  M   U^  IP 
dertaken  this  noble  fubjeft  before  me,  fome     j^      ilJrh  -a 
more  ♦  fuccmaiy,  others  more  f  copioufly :  th^fe    f ^  j.  ^^"f^ 
•have  done  worthily,  and  their  praifes  are  in  the    \fy  i^r^ 
churches  of  Chrift  5  yet  fuch  breadth  there  bin     .  ^^*  '^^^ 
the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  that  not  only  thofe    '"^  '^  J^'^' 
who  have  written  on  thb  fulgeA  before  me,  but  a  thoufand  authors 
more  may  employ  their  pens  after  us,  and  not  interfere  with,  or 
ftraiten  another. 

And  fuch  b  the  delidoufhefs  of  thb  futjeft,  that,  were  there 
ten  thoufand  volumes  written  upon  it,  they  would  never  cloy,  or 
become  naufeous  to  a  gracious  heart.  We  ufe  to  fay,  one  thing 
tiresy  and  it  b  true  that  it  doth  fb,  except  that  one  thing  be  vii%- 
tually  and  eminently  all  things,  as  Chriil  b ;  and  then  one  thing 
can  never  tire  rfor  fuch  b  the  variety  of  fiveetnefs  in  Chiiil,  who  b 
the  deiicue  humani  generis,  the  delights  of  the  children  of  men,  that 
'  every  time  he  is  opened  to  believers  from  pulpit  or  prefi,  it  b  as  if 
heaven  had  fumifhed  them  with  a  new  ChrUt  \  and  yet  he  b  the 
fameChriflftiH. 

The  treatife  itfelf  will  fattsfy  yoUj»  that  I  have  not  boafled  in 
another  man's  line,  of  things  made  ready  to  my  hand;  which  I 
ipeak  not  in  the  leaft  to .  win  any  praife  to  myfeUF  from  the  under* 
taking,  but  to  remove  prqudice  from  it ;  for  I  fee  more  defers  i« 
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kf  than  moft  lof  tny  readers  will  fe;  and  can  forethink  morefaulu 
to  be  found  in  it,  than  I  now  fhaU  ftand  to  tell  thee  of,  or  anfwer 
»t  for.  It  was  written  in  a  time  of  great  diftraftions ;  and  didft  thou 
but  know  how  oft  this  wcnic  hath' died  and  revived  under  my  hand, 
thou  wouldft  wonder  that  ever  it  came  to  thine. 

I  am  feniible  it  may  fall  under  ibme  cenfbrious  (it  may  be»  envi- 
ous) eyes, '  and  that  far  different  judgments  will  pais  upon  it ;  for 
fro  cc^u  UBaris  bahent fua.fata  libdli:  And  no  wonder  if  a  treatife  of 
Chrift  be,  when  Chrift  himfelf  was  to  fome,  «  a  ftone  of  ftum- 
bling,  and  a  rock  of  ofience."  I  expcA  not  to  pleafe  every  reai* 
der,  e(pecially  the  envious  \  magna  debet  effk  ehqumtia^  qlut  imntis 
placet*  It  is  as  hard  for  ibme  to  look  upon  other  men's  gifts  wxtb* 
out  envy,  as.  it  is  to  look  upon  their  own  without  pride  \  nor  will 
•I  be  any  further  concerned  with  fuch  readers,  than  to  pity  them  \ 
.well  knowing  that  every  proud,  contemptuous  and  envious  cenfure 
is  a  granado  that  breaks  in  the  hand  of  him  that  cails  it. 

But  to  the  ingenuous  and  candid  reader,  I  owe  fatisftiAion  for 
.the  obfcurity  of  fome  part  of  this  difcourfe,  occailoned  by  the  con* 
ciienefs  of  the  i):ile ;  to  which  I  have  this  only  to  fay,  that  I  was 
•willing  to  croud  as  much  matter  as  I  could  into  this  number  of 
•iheets  in  thy  hand,  that  I  might  therein  eafe  thee  both  in  thy 
pains  and  thy  purie*  I  confefs  the  fermons  were  preached  in  a 
,  more  relaxed  ilile,  and  moft  of  thefe  things  were  enlarged  in  the 
pulpit,  which,  are  deiignedly  contraAed  in  the  prefs,  that  the  vo- 
lume might  not  fwell  above  the  ability  of  common  readers.  And 
it  was  my  purpofe  at  firft  to  have  comprifed  the  fecond  part,  viz.. 
;^  '  27v  application  of  the  redemption  that  is  with  Chriji  untojiunersj  in 
one  volume,  which  occaiioned  the  contraction  of  this ;  but  that 
making  a  juft  volume  itfelf,  muft  await  another  feafon  to  fee  the 
light.  If  the  reader  will  be  but  a  little  the  more  intent  and  conii- 
derate  in  reading,  tlus  concifenefs  will  turn  to  his  advantage. 

This  may  fuffice  to  Chew  the  ufefiilnefs  of  fuch  compofures,  and 
.     prevent  offence  \  but  fomirthing  yet  remains  with  me,  to  fay  to  the 
readers  in  general,  to  thofe  of  this  town  in  fpecial,  and  to  the  flodk 
«ommitted  by  Chrift  to  my  charge  more  efpecially. 

I.  To  readers  in  general,  according  as  their  different  ilates 
and  conditions  may  be  \  there  are  fix  things  eameftly  to  be  requeft- 
ed  of  them. 

,(i.)  If  you  be  yet  ilrangers  to  Chrift,  let  thefe  things  begin, 
.  and  beget  your  firft  acquaintance  with  him.  I  afTure'  tliee,  reader, 
it  was  a  principal  part  of  the  defign  thereof}  and  here  thou  wilt 
lind  many  directions,  helps,  and  fweet  encouragements,  to  aflift  a 
poor  ih*anger  as  thou  art,  in  that  great  work.  Say  not,.  I  am  an 
/enemy  to  Chrift,  and  there  is  no  hope  of  reconciliation ;  for  here 
.  thou  wilt  fee,  how  «  God  was  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world  to 
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«  l^mielf.''  Buy  not,  all  this  is  nothing,  except  God  Had  told 
tbee  £>,  azid  a{^inted  ibaie  to  treat  with  thee  about  it  \  <<  for  h^ 
^  bath  pcHnmitted  unto  us  the  word  of  this  reconciliation.'*'  Say 
jKA,  yea,  that  may  be  from  your  own  pity  and  compaffion  for  us» 
and  not  from  any  commiifion  you  have  for  it }  for  we  <<  are  aoH 
Jbafladcu^  for  Chrift,"  i  Cpr.  v.  19. 

Say  not,  O  but  my  0ns  ^st,  greater  xhsax  can  be  forgiven :  the 
iUffiqiltiefl  ^my  falvaticm  are  too  great  to  be  overcome,  efpecisdlf 
iqr  a  poor  creature  as  I  am,  that  am  able  to  do  nothing,  no,  not  ta 
jraife  ooe  peony  towards  the  difcharge  of  that  great  debt  I  owe  to 
God.  For  here  thou  wilt  find,  upon  thy  .anion  with  Chrift^  Jthat 
!there  is  m^rit  enough  id  hb  blood,  and  mercy  enough  in  his 
txnvelsy  to  juflify  aid  fave  fuch  a  otie  as  thou  art.  Tea,  and  I 
.will  add  for  thine  encouragement,  that  it  is  a  righteous  thing  with 
God  to  juftify  and  fave  thee,  that  canft  not  pay  him  one  penny  of 
jaU  the  vaft  fums  thou  oweft  him)  when,  by  the  fame  rule  of 
jqftice,  he  ccmdemns  the  moft  ftri£t,  ielf'-righteous  Phariiee,  that 
^hii^  thereby  to  quit  foores  with  him.  It  is  righteous  for  a  judg^ 
rto  caft  him  that  hath  paid  ^inicty-nine  pounds  of  the^  hundred 
which  he  owed,  becaufc  the  payment  was  not  full ;  and  toac({utt 
liim,  whofe  forety  hath  psdd  all,  though  hunfolf  did  not,  and 
.fr«eiy  confeis  that  he  cannot  ps^y  <me  .farthing,  of  the  whole  debt. 

(2.)  If  thou  be  a  felf-^leceiving  foul,   that  eafily  takeft  up  tl» 

^fsKti^uftipn  about  thine  iutereft  in  Chrift,  look  to  it>  as  thou  valueu 

thy  foul,  reader^  dtat  a  fond  and  groundless  conceit  of  thine  in* 

teareft  in  Chrift  do  not  eficftually  and  finally  ob-        ^^  ^   ^^^^ 

firuA  a  tr^  and  faving  intereft  m  him.    This  is    Patirnt     T  fe 

-  the  common  and  £aital  error  in  which  multitudes     ^    r^K^*  A. 
0f  fools  are  enCbared  and  ruined:  for  look  as"  a    fff'^fy^jf 
conceit  of  great  wifdpm  hinders  mai^y  from  the    ^^  nti  hthave 

ja(taining  erf  it ;    fo  a  groundlefi  conceit  that    i   '^  •/  -r^iy 

-  Chrift  .is  already  thine,  may  prove  the  greateft  /^    zf*A     2 
obftade  between  Chrift  and  thee:  but  h^e  thou  \^  ^  ^^'H^:^. 
wilt  meet  with'many  rules  that  wiU  not  deceive      j-^y^^  ^^^ 
thee,  trials  that  wHl  open  thy  true  condition  to  ^'^^^^J'^  ^^^• 
thee. 

Thou  fometimes.  refle^left  upon  the  ftate  of  thy  foul,  and  en-* 
quireft,  is  Chrift  mine  ?  may  I  depend  upon  it,  that  my  condition 
is  iafe  ?  Thy  heart  returns  thee  an  anfwer  pf  peace,  it  fpeaks  as 
thou  wouldft  have  it.  But  remember,  friend,  and  mark  this  line, 
7bj final JenUnce  is  not  yet  come  from  fie  mouth  ofiby  Judgt;  and  nvhat 
ify  after  gll  tby  fiff^Jlaitering  hopes  and  groundUJs  cortfidences^  a  fen-- 
UmefhcttJd  come  from  him  quite  crofs  to  that  of  thine  ^wn  heart}  where 
,art  thou  then?  what  a  confounded  ferfon  wUt  fhw  be?  CbrifilefSf 
Jpeechiefs^  andbopelefs.  dUfUortce! 
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O  therefore  build  fure  for  eternity;  take  heed  left  the  lofs  of 
thine  eternal  happinefs  be  at  laft  imputed  by  thee  to  the  deceitful^ 
■tefs  and  lazinefs  of  thihe  own  heart ;  left  thy  heart  fay  to  thee  in 
hell,  as  the  heart  of  ApoUodorusfefcmed  in  his  fufferings  to, fay  to 
iiim,  /  am  the  caufe  of  all  this  mifery  to  thee. 

(3.)  If  thou  be  one  whofe  heart  is  eagerly  fet  upon  this  vain 
world,  I  befeech  thee  take  heed,  left  it  mterpofe  itfelf  betwixt 
Chrift  and  thy  foul,  and  fo  cut  thee  off  from  him  for  ever.  O  be- 
ware, left  the  duft  of  the  earth,  getting  into  thine  eyes,  fo  blind 
thee,  that  thou  never  fee  the  beauty  or  neceffity  of  Chrift.  The 
god  of  this  world  fo  blinds^  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not.  And, 
what  are  fparkling  pleafures  that  dazzles  the  eyes  of  fome,  and  the 
d{ftra6ting  cares  that  wholly  divert  the  minds  of  others,  but  as  a 
napkin  drawn  by  Satan  over  the  eyes  of  them  that  arc  to  be  turned 
off  into  hell?   i  Cor.  iv,  3,  4. 

Son^ e  general  aims,  and  faint  wifhcs  after  Chrift  you  may  have ; 
but,  alas !  the  world  has  centered  thy  heart,  intangled  thy  affec- 
tions, and  will  daily  find  new  diverfions  for  them  from  the  great 
bufinefs  of  life ;  fo  that,  if  the  Lord  break  not  this  fnare,  thou  wilt 
never  be  able  to  deliver  thy  foul. 

<  (4.)  ff  thou  be  a  loofe  and  carelefs  profeflbr  of  Chrift,  I  befeech 
thee,  let  the  things  thou  fhalt  read  in  this  treatife  of  Chrift,  con- 
vince, fhame,  and  reclaim  thee  from  thy  vain  converfation.  Here 
thou  wilt  find  how  contrary  thy  converfation  is  to  the  grand  defigns 
of  the  death  and  refiirreftion  of  Chrift.  Oh,  methinks  as  thou 
art  reading  the  deep  humiliation,  ajid  unfpeakable  forrows  Chrift 
underwent  for  the  ex'piating  of  fin,  thou  fhouldft  thenceforth 
.look  upon  fin  as  a  ten4er  child  would  look  upon  that  knife  that 
{tabbed  his  father  to  the  heart !  thou  fhouldft  never  whet  and 
iharpen  it  again  to  wound  the  Son  of  God  afrefh.  To  fuch  loofe 
and  darelefs  proieftbrs,  I  particularly  recommepd  the  lafi  general 
ufe  of  this  difcourfe,  containihg  many  great  motives  to  rrforma- 
tion  and  ftri£l  godlinefs  in  all  that  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus- ' 

(5.)  If  thou  haft  been  a  profane  and  vain  perfon,  but  now  art 
'  pardoned,  and  doft  experience  the  fuperabounding  riches  of  grace; 
•  *  my  rcqueft  to  thee  is,  that  thou  love  Jefus  Chrift  with  a  more  fer- 
Tent  love  than  ever  yet  thou  hadft  for  him.  Here  thou  -.wilt  find 
many  great  incentives,  many  mighty  arguments  to  fuch  a  loye  of 
Chrift.  Poor  foul, '  confider  what  thou  haft  been,  what  the  morn- 
ing of  thy  life  was,  what  trcafurcs  of  guilt  thou  laidft  up  in  thofe 
days ;  and  tlien  think,  can  fiich  a  one  as  I  receive  mercy,  and 
that  mercy  noj;  break  my  heart  ?  Can  I  read  my  pardon,  aad  mine 
ryes  not  drop?  What!  mercy  for  fuch  a  wretch  as  I!  a  pardon 
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for  fuch  a  rebel !  O  if  hat  an  ingenuous  thaw  fhould  this  caufe 
upon  my  heart  I    if  it  do  not,  what  a  ftrange  heart  is  thine ! 

Did  the  love  of  Chrift  break  through  fo  many  impediments  to 
come  to  thee  ?  Did  it  make  its  way  through  the  law,  through  the 
wrath  of  God,  thipugh  the  grave,  through  thine- own  unbelief 
and  great  unworthinefs,  to  come  to  thee  i  O  what  a  love  was  the 
love  of  Chrift  to  thy  foul !  And  is  not  thy  love  ftrong  enough  to 
break  through  the  vanities  and  trifles  of  this  world,  which  intangle 
it,  to  go  to  Chrift  ?  How  poor,  how  low  and  weak  is  thy  love  to 
Chriftthen? 

(6.)  Leiftlyy  Art  thou  one  that  haft  through  mercy  at  laft  attain- 
ed afliu-ance,  or  good  hope,  through  grace,  of  thy  intereft  in 
Chrift  ?  Rejoice  then^  in  thy  prefent  mercy,  and  long  ardently  to 
be  with  thine  own  Chrift  in  his  glory.  There  be  many  things  di£- 
perfed  through  thb  treatife,  of  Chrift,  to  animate  fuch  joy,  and 
excite  fiich  longfai^.  It  was  truly  obferved  by  a  wor-  •  jrr  c  » 
thy  author,  (whde  words  I  have  mentioned  more  ^  * 
£neely  than  his  name  in  diis  difcourfe)  That  it  is  in  a  manner  as 
jtaturalfor  us  to  leap  when  we  fee  the  new  Jerufalem^  as  it  is  to  lau^ 
nvben  we  are  tickled:  Joy  is  not  under  thepuPs  command,  when  Chrifi 
ktffeth  it.  And  for  your  defiresto  be  with  Chrift,  what  confidera- 
•tion  can  you  find  in  this  world  ftrong  enough  to  rein  them  in  ?  O 
^hen  you  fliall  confider  what  he  hath  done,  fuffcred,  and  pur- 
idiafed  for  you,  where  he  is  now,  and  how  much  he  longs  for 
your  coming,  your  very  hearts  ihould  groan  out  thofe  words,  PhiL 
L  23.  «*  I  Ae&rt  to  be  diflblved,  and  to  be  with  Ciu-ift."  The 
Ijord  direA  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and  into  the  patient 
waiting  for  of  Chrift. 

2.  Having  delivered  my  meilageto  the  reader  in  general,  I  have 
fomewhat  more  particularly  to  fay  to  you  of  this  place. 

Tou  are  a  people  that  were  bom  under,  and  bred  up  with  the 
gofpcl.  It  hath  been  your  iGbgular  privilege,  above  many  towns 
and  parifties  in  England,  to  enjoy  more  than  ftxty  years  together  ^ 
an  able  and  fruitful  miniftry.  among  you.  The  dew  of  heaven  lay 
upon  you,  as  it  did  upon  Gideon's  fleece,  when  the  ground  was 
dry  in  other  places  about  you ;  you  have  been  ricl  Jy  watered  with 
gofpel-Ihowers ;  you,  with  Capernaum,  have  been  exalted  to 
heaven  in  the  means  of  grace.  And.it  muft  be  owned  to  your 
praife,  that  you  teftified  more  refpeft  to  the  gofpel  than  many 
other  places  have  done,  and  treated  Chrift's  ambaiTadors  with  more 
civility,  whilft  they  prophefied  in  fackcloth,  than  fome  other  places 
did*  Theie  things  are  praife-worthy  in  you.  But  all  this,  and  much 
more  than  this,  amounts  not  to  that  wliich  Jefus  Chrift  expe£b 
from  you,  and  which  in  his  name  I  would  now  perfuade  you  to. 
And  O  that  I  (the  leaft  and  unworthicft  of  all  the  meflcngers  of 
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Chrift  to  you)  might  indeed  prevail  with,  dl  tliat  «rc  XiJhriftl^rfi 
among  you,  (i.)  To  anfwer  the  long  cdntiniied  calls  of  God  to 
you,  by  a  thorough  and  found  convei*fion,  that  the  lortg^uffeHng  of 
God  may  be  your  falvatiotiy  and  you  may^not  receive  all  tMs  gtace  of 
Godin  vain,  O  that  the  damned  might  never  l?e  fct  a  Wonderfngi 
to  fee  a  people  of  your  advantages  for  heaven,  {inki»  a3  much 
below  many  of  tl^emfelyes  in  mif^y,  as  you  now  arc  wove  th^m 
in  means  and  mercy. 

Dear  friends,  my  heart'?  defire  and  prayer  to  Grod  fefr  ycm  '^i 
that  you  may  be  faved,  O  that  J  knew  how  to  engage  thb  trholtf 
town  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  make  faft  the  marriage-knot  betwixt  - 
him  and  you,  albeit  after  that  I  (hould  prefently  go  to  the  placd 
of  filenccj  and  fee  men  no  more,  with  the  inhabitants  or  tli^ 
World.  Ah  firs !  methinks  I  fee  the  Lord  Jefus  laying  th©  Mer- 
ciful hand  of  a  holy  violence  upon  you  :  methinks  he  calls  to  you, 
as  the.  angel  to  Lot,  faying,  **  Arife,  left  ye  be  confiimcd ;  *  And 
**  while  he  lingered,  the  men  laid  hold  upon  Ws  hand,  the  Lord 
•*  being  mercifiil  unto  himi  And  they  brought  him  without  th^ 
«  city,  and  faid,  Efcape  for  thy  life,  ftay  not  in  all  tT?e  plain  ^ 
«*  cfcajpe  to  the  mountain,  left  thou  be  cdnfunied,''  Gen;  xix.  15; 
How  often  (to  allude  to  this)  hath  Jefus  Qhrift  in  Kke  manner 
laid  hold  upon  you  in  the  preaching  of  the  golpel,  and  ifrill  ]^ou  • 
not  flee  for  refuge  to  him  ?  Will  you  rather  be  confumcd,  than 
endeavour  an. efcape  ?  A  beaft  will  not  be  driven  into  the  fire,  aAd 
will  not  yoii  be  kept  out  ?  The  merciful  Lord  Jcfiis,  by  hh  tidriii- 
rable  patience  and  bounty,  hath  convinced  you  howlotk  he  is  to 
leave  or  lofe  you.  To  this  day  his  arms  are  flretched  forth  to  ga- 
ther you,  and  will  you  not  be  gathered?  Alas  for  my  poor  neigh* 
hours !  Muft  fo  many  of  them  perifh  at  laftr'?  What  (hall  I  do  for 
the  daughter  oT  my  people  ? 

Lord,  by  what  arguments  ftiaU  they  be  pcrfuadcd  to  be  Happy  ? 
What  win  win  them  effectually  to  thy  Chrift  ?  They  h^ve  many 
of  them  efcaped  the  pollution^  of  the  world  thro«j;h  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Lord  and  Saviour.  They  are  a  people  thtit  love  thine 
ordinances,  they  take  delight  in  approaching  to  God  5  thou  haft 
beautified  many  of  them  with  lovely  and  obliging  tempers  and  difr 
pofitions.  Thus  far  they  are  come,  thci-ethey  ftick ;  and  beyond  ^ 
this  no  power  but  thine  can  move  them.  O  thou,  to  *rhoft  hand 
this  work  is  and  muft  be  left,  piit  forth  thy  faving  power  and  re* 
veal  thine  arm  for  their  falvatibn :  Thou  haft  glorified  Ay  feamfc 
in  many  of  them ;  Lord,  glorify  it  again. 

(2.)  My  next  requeft  is,  that  you  will  all  be  perfnaded,  whether 
con^rted  or  unconverted,  to  fct  up  all  the  duties  of  religion  in 
your  femilies,  and  govern  your  chirdrbi  and  fervants  ^  hieh  that 
pmik  give  ap  accotmt  to  God  for  them  fax  the  gtcat  Hiy.    <)  that 
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thete  ifert  not  a  prayerlefs  funity  in  thk  town !  Hoir  Kttle  will 
their  taUes  differ  from  the  mangeri  where  beafts  feed  together,  iF 
God  be  0^  owned  and  acknowledged  there,  in  your  eating  iai 
dfinkiiig  f  And  how  can  jon  expe£l  bleffings  ihould  dwell  in  your 
tabemsclet,  if  God  be  not  called  on  there  ?  Say  not,  you  want 
time  for  it,  or  that  your  neceflities  will  not  allow  it ;  for,  had  yon 
been  more  careful  of  theft  dudes,  it  is  like  you  had  not  been  ex* 
^ed  to  fnch  neceffides ;  befides,  you  can  find  timejo  be  idle,  yod 
can  wafte  a  part  of  every  day  vainly  i  Why  coukt  not  that  time  be 
Redeemed  for  God  ?  Moreover,  you  will  not  deny  but  the  fucceft 
of  1^  jmxt  afikirs  at  home  aod  abroad  depends  upon  the  Ueffing 
of  God  I  and  if  fo,  think  yon  it  is  not  the  right  way,  even  to  tem- 
|Kirat  profperity,  to  engage  his  prefence  and  bleffing  with  you,  in 
whofe  hands  your  all  is  ?  Say  not,  your  children  and  (ervants  are 
ign<M:ant  of  God,  and  therefore  you  cannot  comfortably  join  with 
them  in  thofe  duties ;  for  the  negleA  of  thole  duties  is  the  caulb 
of  their  ignorance ;  and  it  is  not  like  they  will  be  better,  tiH  jod 
ufe  God's  means  to  make  them  fo. 

Befides,  prayer  is  a  part  of  natural  worihip,  ahd  the  vileft  a^ 
mong  men  are  bound  to  pray,  elfe  the  negleA  of  it  were  none  of 
their  fin.  O  let  not  a  duty,  upon  which  fo  many  and  great  ble£- 
iings  hang,  fall  to  the  ground,  upon  fuch  filly  (not  to  fay  wicked) 
pretences  to  fhifk  it  off.  Remember,  death  will  fhortly  break  ud 
all  your  families,  and  difband  them  ;  and  who  theti  think  you  wiU 
have  tBoA  comfort  in  beholding  their  dead  ?  The  day  of  account 
afib  haftens^  and  then,  who  will  have  the  moft  comfortable  appear- 
ing  before  the  jufl  and  holy  God  ?  Set  up,  I  befeech  you,  the  an- 
cient and  comfortable  duties  of  reading  the  fcriptures,  finging  of 
pfahns,  and  prayer,  in  all  your  dwelling-places,  And  do  all  thefc 
conicientioufly,  as  men  that  haye  to  do  with  God ;  and  try  tht 
Lord  herewith,  if  he  will  not  return  in  a  way  of  mercy  t6  you,  and 
rcftore  even  your  outward  profperity  to  you  again.  However,  to 
be  fiire,  far  greater  encouragements  than  that  lie  before  yon,  to 
oMge  you  to  your  duties. 

(3;)  More  efpecially,  I  have  a  few  things  to  fay  to  you  that  havd 
attended  on  ttie  miiuftry,  or  are  under  my  overfight  in  a  more  parw 
titular  manner,  and  then  I  have  done.     And, 

1^,  I  cant)ot  but  obferve  to  yon  the  goodncfs  of  our  God^  yea| 
the  riches  of  his  goodnefs : 

Who  ftiedy  gave  Jefiis  Chrift  out  of  his  own  bofbm  for  us,  and 
Kadi  not  wityieki  his  Spirit,  ordinances  and  minifters,  to  reveal 
ttkd  apply  Imn  to  us.  Here's  kve  that  wants  an  epithet  to  match  H  s 

Who  engaged  my  heart  upon  (hk  tranfcendent  fblgefi:  m  the 
courfe  of  my  tmniffa-y  among  you :  a  fobjeft  which  angpls  fhidy  and 
adtnires  as  well  IS  we : 
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Vfhfy  fo  fignally  prote£bd  and  overfliadowed  our  aflembly  » 
thofe  days  of  trouble,  wherein  thcfe  truths  were  delivered  to  you# 
You  then  fat  down  under  his  ihadow  with  great  delight,  and  his 
fruit  was  fweet  to  your  tafte:  his  banner  over  you  was  love ;  your 
bread  was  then  fure»  and  your  waters  bailed  npt :  Yea,  fuch  was 
his  peculiar  indulgence,  and  ijpecial  tendemefs  to  ypu,  that  he  fu£- 
f ered  no  man  to  do  you  harm ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  imag^ed 
a^y  could  attempt  it  that  had  but  known  this,  and  no  worfe  than 
this,  to  be  your  only  deiign  and  bufinefs : 

Who  made  thefe  meditations  of  Chrift  a  ftrqng  fupport,  and 
fweet  relief  to  ndney  now  with  Chrift,  and  no  lefs  to  me,  under 
the  greateft  exercifes  and  trials  that  ever  befel  me  in  this  world  i 
prelerving  me  yet  (though  a  broken  veflel)  for  fome  farther  ufc 
and  fervice  to  your  fouls ; 

Who  in  the  years  that  are  paft  left  not  himfelf  without  witnefi 
among  us,  bleiling  my  labours,  to  the  converfion  and  edificatibn 
of  many  \ .  fome  of  which  yet  remain  with  us,  but  fome  are  fallen 
afleep: 

Who  hath  made  many  of  you  that  yet  remain,  a  mlling  and 
obedient  people,  who  have  in  fome  meafure  fupported  the  reput^-i 
•  lion  of  religion  by  your  ftability  and  integrity  in  days  of  abounding 
iniquity;  My  joy  and  my  crown;  fo  ftand  ye  fiift  in  the  Lord  I 

Who  after  all  the  days  of  fears  and  troubles,  through  which  wc 
have  paft,  hath  at  laft  given  us  and  his  churches  reft-,  '^^  that  we 
«<  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  might  ferve 
*<  him  without  fear  in  righteouihefs  and  holinefs  (which  doings 
**  this  mercy  may  be  extended  to  us)  all  the  days  of  our  life.*' 

In  teftimony  of  a  thankful  heart  for  thefe  invaluable  mercies,  I 
humbly  and  cheerfully  rear  up  this  pillar  of  remembrance,  infcri- 
bing  it  with  EBEN.EZER,  and  JEHOV  AH-JIREH ! 

Tdly^  As  I  could  not  but  obferve  thefe  things  to  you,  fo  I  have 
a  few  things  to  rcqueft  of  you,  in  neither  of  which  I  can  bear  a 
denial,  fb  deeply  Chrift's,  your  own,  and  my  intereft  lie  in  them. 

(i.)  Look  to  it,  my  dear  friends,  that  none  of  you  be  found 
Chriftlefs  at  your  appearance  before  him.  Thofe  that  continue 
Chriftleis  now,  will  be  left  fpeechlefs  then.  God  forbid  that  you 
that  have  heard  fo  much  of  Chrift,  and  you  that  have  profdfcd 
fo  much  of  Chrift,  fhould  at  laft  fall  into  a  worfe  coiKlition  than 
thofe  that  never  heard  the  nartie  of  Chrift. 

(2.)  Sec  that  you  daily  grow  more  Chrift-likc  by  converiing 
with  him,  a$  you  do,  in  his  precious  ordinances.  I>et  it  be  with 
your  fouls,  as  it  is  with  a  piece  of  cloth,  which  receives  a  deeper 
dye  every  time  it  is  dipt  into  a  vat.  If  not,  you  may  not  expeft 
the  continuance  of  your  mercies  niuch  longer  to  you. 

(3.}  Get  thefe  gi*eat  truths  well  digefted  both  in  your  heads  and 
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hearts,  and  let  the  power  of  them  be  diiplayed  In  your  Ihres,  dfe 
the  pen  of  the  iccibei  and  the  tongue  of  the  preacher,  are  both  in 
▼am.  Theie  things,  that  fo  often  warmed  your  hearts  from  the 
pulpit y  return  now  to  make  a  fecond  impreiCon  upon  them  from  the 
prefs.  Hereby  you  will  recover  and  fix  thofe  truths,  which^  it  i» 
fike,  are  in  great  part  already  vaniihed  from  you. 

This  is  the  fruit  I  promife  myfelf  from  you :  The  next  age^ 
and  whatever  entertainment  it  meets  with  from  perhdps  witlpro' 
others  in  this  Cnrift-deipifing  age,  yet  two  things 
relieve  me;  one  is,  that  friture  times  may  pro- 
duce more  humble  and  hungry  Chriftians  than 
this  glutted  age  enjoys,  to  whom  it  will  be  wel- 
ccmie :  the  other  is,  that  duty  is  diicharged,  and 
endeavours  are  ufed  to  bring  men  to  Chrift,  and 
build  them  up  in  him ;  wherein  he  doth  and  will 
rejoice,  who  is  a  well-wiflier  to  the  fouls  of  men. 


Juce  a  race  rfmett 
of  finer  dij^yitions 
and  a  gentler 
turn  J  than  this 
age  has  produced* 
Arit.  Prob. 


JOHN  FLAVEIa 
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THE 


FOUNTAIN, OF  LIFE. 


SERMON    I, 

Opens  the  ExcstUBVGt  of  the^«Bj»<!T. 

I  COR.  ii.  a. 

^^'^'^'^^  to  hun,  any  thing amngym,fav,J,fu,Chrifiy  , 
and  bim  crucified. 

THE  fonner  vcrfe  contains  an  apology  fbr  the  pl'ain  and  foni- 
he!h^^  ?f"^  ^iAcxceUencyoffpeech,  orofvrifdom;  i.e. 
^mmcd  not  to  know  any  thing  among  you,  fave  Jcfus  Chrift  » 

WlJ  ^S'f^  °°*  toinow.--^]  The  meaning  is  not,  that  he 
Kfi S.f  '  °'"  ^^'r^n^d  ^  other  ftudics  ^d  knJwlcd«j 
the  S,?^  1^1 ""  '?7  ^"^  ^  competition  with,  or  oppofitWto 
the  Ihidy  and  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift.  And  it  is  as  tf^  Slid 

:£yS-7-?f'^^^^^  - 

■  ^"'^y  ^o  be  named  m  the  fame  day  with  fhe  knowledge  of  J^ 
«.rked  reglrd  any  thinr,"one  C~H^^  °°'  J""^'  '*  «'"'?"'  »»  ^^  ^'^ 
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Chrift.  This,  therefore,  I  f  efolve  to  make  the  fcopc  and  end  of 
my  miniftry,  :md  the  end  regulates  the  mean  \  fuch  pedantic  toys^ 
and  airy  notions  as  injudicious  ears  affeA^  would  rather  obflruft 
than  promote  my  grand  defign  among  you ;  therefore,  wholly 
waving  that  way,  I  applied  myfelf  to  a  plain,  popular,  unaffeAed 
dialeA,  fitted  rather  to  pierce  the  heart,  and  convince  the  con- 
jcience,  than  to  tickle  the  fancy.  This  is  the  (cope  of  the  words» 
in  which  three  things  fall  under  coniideration  \ 

Firfty  The  fubjeft-matter  of  his  doftrine,  to  wit,  Jefus  Chrifi. 
««  I  determined  to  know  nothing,"  /.  e.  to  ftudy  nothing  myfelf> 
to  teach  nothing  to  you,  but  «  Jefus  Chrift.*'  Chrift  Ihall  be  the 
centre  to  which  all  the  lines  of  my  nuniftry  fhall  be  drawn.  I  have 
fpoken  and  written  of  many  other  fubjedb  in  my  fermons  and 
epiftleB,  but  it  b  all  reduBively  the  preaching  and  dUcovery  of  Je- 
fus Chrift :  of  all  the  fubjefts  in  the  wdrld,  thb  is  the  fweeteft  | 
if  there  be  any  thing  on  this  fide  heaven,  worthy  our  time  and 
ftudies,  thisis  it.  f hus  he  magnifies  his  doArine,  from  the  ex- 
cellency of  its  fubje<fl-matter,  accounting  all  otiier  dodfarines  but 
;ury  things,  compared  with  this. 

Secondly^  We  have  here  that  fpccial  refpeB  or  cof^deration  of 
Cbrifi,  which  he  fingled  out  from  all  the  reft  of  the  excellent 
trudbs  of  Chrift,  to  fpend  the  main  ftrength  of  his  miniftry  upon  ; 
and  that  is,  Chrift  as  crucified:  and  the  rather,  becaufe  hereby  he 
would  obviate  the  vulgar  prejudice  raifed  againft  him  upon  the 
account  of  his  crofs  \  <<  For  Chrift  crucified  was  to  the  Jews  a 
ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhneis,  chap.  i.  23* 
This  alio  beft  fuited  his  end,  to  draw  them  on  to  Chrift ;  as  Chrift 
above  all  other  fubje£b,  fo  Chrift  crucified  above  all  things  in 
Chrift.  There  is,  therefore,  a  great  emphafis  in  this  word,  <<  and 
.««  him  crucified.''* 

Thirdly,  The  manner  in  which  he  difcourfed  this  tranfcendent 
lubjedk  to  them,  is  alfo  remarkable  \  he  not  only  preached  Chrift 
crucifiedj  but  he  preached  him  afiiduouily  and  pl:unly.  He 
preached  Chrift  fipequently ;  "  and  whenever  he  preached  of  Chrift 
««  crucified,  he  preached  him  in  a  crucified  ftile."f  This  is  the 
fum  of  the  words ;  to  let  them  know  that  his  fpirlt  was  intent  up- 
on tlus  fubjedt,  as  if  he  neither  knew,  nor  cared  to  fpeak  of  any 
pthcr.  All. his  fermons  were  fo  full  of  Chrift,  that  his  l^earers 
imght  have  thought  he  was  acqu^nted  with  no  other  do6b:ine. 
Hence  obferve. 

Vol.  I.  E 

♦  Febemeniem  babet  i^atCif  quodadjecii,  \^  bunc  cnieifxuau     Hc  wntCf  With  pCCU- 
.  liar  emphafU — And  bim  crucified.    Pet.  Martyr  ui  Loc. 
f  Cbri^m  srucifxum  fyh  crucifimo  ^rt^cabai. 
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DoA.  ^hat  there  is  no  doBrine  more  excellent  in  itftlfy  or  more  ne-- 
cejfary  to  he  preached  andjludied^  than  the  doBrine  of  Jefus  Chri/tf 
and  him  crucified. 

All  other  knowledge,  kow  much  foever  it  be  magnified  in  the 
>Brorld,  is  and  ought  to  be  cffeemed  but  drois,  in  comparifon  of 
the  excellency  or  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  8. 
<<  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,^ 
Col.  H.  3.* 

Eudoxus  was  fo  affcfted  with  the  glory  of  the  fun,  that  he 
thought  he  was  bom  only  to  behold  it ;  much  more  fhould  a  Chrit 
tian  judge  himfelf  bom  only  to  behold^  and  delight  in  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  Jefus. 

The  truth  of  this  proppfition  will  be  made  out  by  a  double  con- 
fideration  of  the  do£bine  of  Chrift. 

.  Fiijlj  Let  it  be  confidered  absolutely,  and  then  thele  lovely  pro- 
perties with  which  it  is  naturally  clothed,  will  render  it  fuperior  to- 
all  other  fciences  and  ftudies. 

\fi^  TJie  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  very  marrow  and  ker- 
nel of  all  the  fcriptures ;  the  fcope  and  centre  of  all  divine  revel*» 
tions :  both  Teftaments  meet  in  Chrift.  The  ceremonial  law  is  full 
of  Chrift,  and  all  the  gofpel  is  full  of  Chrift :  the  blcfled  lines  of 
both  Teftaments  xneet  in  him ;  and  how  they  both  harmonize,  and 
fwcctly  concentre  in  Jefus  Chrift,  is  the  chief  fcope  of  that  excel- 
lent ^jftle  to  the  Hebrews y  to  difcover  ;  for  we  may  call  that  epifile 
the  Iweet  harmony  of  both  Teftaments.  This  argues  the  unfpeak- 
able  excellency  of  this  do<Strihc,  the  knowledge  whereof  muft 
needs  therefore  be  a  key  to  unlock  the  greateft  part  of  the  facrcd 
fcriptures.  For  it  is  in  the  underftanding  of  fcripture,  much  as  it 
18  in  the  knowledge  men  have  in  logic  and  philofophy :  if  a  fcholar 
once  come  to  underftand  the  bottom-principle,  upon  which,  as 
upon  its  hinge,  the  controverfy  turns,  the  true  knowledge  6f  that 
principle  ftiaU  carry  him  through  the  whole  controverfy,  and  fur- 
nifh  him  with  a  folution  to  every  argument.  Even  fo  the  right 
knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  like  a  clue,  leads  you  through  the 
whole  labyrinth  of  the  fcriptures. 

2dlyy  The  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  2ifundamental  knowledge  ; 
and  foundations  are  moft  uftful,  though  leaft  feen.  The  know- 
ledge of  Chrift  is  fimdamental  to  all  graces^  duties^  comforts^  and 
hc^inefs. 

(I.)  It  is  fundamental  to  all  graces;  they  all  begin  in  know- 
ledge 5  Coh  iii.  I  o.    **  The  hew  man  is  renewed  in  knowledge.** 

*  He  that  prefers  any  knowledge  on  earth,  to  this  facred  and  heavenly  knaw- 
ledge,  chiifcth  traih  before  a  tr<afurc,     X^A'^tnant^h  dhjf.fbap,  VL'ttr,  3.  ' 
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As  the  oldy  to  the  new  creatkxi  begins  in  light ;  the  opemng  of 
the  eyes  is  the  firft  work  of  the  Spiriti  and  as  the  beginnings  of 
grace,  fo  all  the  after-improveinents  thereof  depend  upon  this  ii^ 
creafing  knowledge,  a  Pet.  iil.  i8.  <<  But  grow  in  grace,  and  ia 
<<  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour."  See  how  thefe  two^ 
grace. and  knowledge,  keep  equal  pace  in  the  foul  of  a  Chriftian  ; 
in  what  degree  the  one  increafes,  the  other  increafes  anfwerably. 

(2.)  The  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  fundamental  to  all  duties ;  the 
duties,  as  well  as  the gracesof  all  ChriAians, are  all  founded  in  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift.  Muft  a  Chriftian  beUeve  ?  That  he  can  ne- 
ver do  without  the  knowledge  of  Chrift :  faith  is  fo  much  depen- 
dent, on  his  knowledge,  that  it  is  denominated  by  it,  Ifa.  liii.  11. 
«  By  his  knowledge  fhall  my  righteous  fervant  juftify  many ;"  and 
hencey  John  vL  40.  feeing  and  believing  are  made  the  fame  thing. 
Would  a  man  excrcife  hope  in  God  ?  that  he  can  never  do  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  for  he  is  the  author  of  that  hope,  i 
Pet.  i.  3.  he  is  alfo  its  object,  Heb.  vi.  19.  its  ground-work  and 
fupport,  CoL  i.  27.  And  as  you  cannot  believe  or  hope,  fo  neither 
can  you  pray  acceptably,  without  a  competent  degree  of  this  ^ow- 
ledge.  The  very  Heathen  could  fay,  Non  loqucndum  de  Deojine 
lunuM^  i.  e.  Men  muft  not  fpeak  of  God  without  light :  the  true 
way  of  converftng  with,  and  enjoying  God  in  prayer,  is  by  a£ting 
£adth  on  him  through  a  Mediator :  fo  much  comfort  and  true  ex- 
cellency there  is  in  it,  and  no  more.  O  then,  how  Indifpenfible  is 
the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  to  all  that  do  addrefs  themfelves  to  Ggd 
in  any  duty ! 

(3.)  It  is  fundamental  to  all  comforts:  all  the  comforts  of  be- 
lievers are  ftreams  from  this  fountain.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  very  ob- 
ject matter  of  a  believer's  joy,  PhiL  iii-,3.  *'  Our  rejoicing  b  in 
/«  Chrift  Jefus."  Take  away  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  a 
Chriftian  is  the  moft  fad  and  melancholy  creature  in  the  world : 
again,  let  Chrift  but  n\anifeft  himfelf,  and  dart  the  beams  of  his 
light  Into  their  fouls^  it  will  make  them  kifs  the  ftakes,  fing  in 
flames,  and  fhout  in  the  pangs  of  death,  as  men  that  divide  the 
fpoil. 

Lqftly^  This  knowledge  is  fundamental  to  the  eternal  happinefs 
of  fouls :  as  we  can  perform  no  duty,  enjoy  no  comfort,  fo  neither 
can  we  be  faved  without  it^  John  xvii.  3.  <*  This  is  life  eternal,  to 
««  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  haft 
*«  font.'*  And,  if  it  be  life  eternal  to  know  Chrift,  then  it  is 
eternal  damnation  to  be  ignorant  of  Ciu*ift :  as  Chri/l  is  the  door 
that  opens  heaven,  fo  knowledge  b  the  key  that  opens  Chrift.  The 
excellent  gifts,  and  renowned  parts  of  the  moral  Heathens,  though 
they  purchaied  to  them  great  cfteem  and  honour  among  men,  yet 
left  them  in  a  ftate  of  perdition,  bccaufe  of  this  gre^t  dcfeft,.  they 
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were  ignonmt  of  Chrift,  i  Cor.  i.  21*  Thus  you  fee  how  fimda* 
mental  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  is,  effentially  neccflary  to  all  the 
graces,  dnties,  comforts  and  happmefs  of  fouls. 

^^fjf  The  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  profound  and  large  5  all  other 
fcicnces  are  but  Ihadows ;  this  is  a  boundlefs,  bottomlefs  ocean ; 
no  creature  hath  a  line  long  enough  to  fathom  the  depth'  of  it ; 
there  is  height,  length,  depth  and  breadth  afcribed  to  it,  Eph. 
Si.  14.  yea,  it  paffeth  knowledge.  There  is  *  «<  a  manifold  to*- 
«  don^^of  God  in  Chrift,"  Eph.  iii.  10.  It  is  of  many  forts  and 
forms,  of  many  folds  and  plates :  it  is  indeed  fimplo^  pure  and 
immixed  with  any  thing  but  itfelf,  yet  it  i6  manifold  in  degrees, 
kinds  and  adminiftrations  j  though  fomething  of  Chrift  be  unfold- 
ed in  one  age,  and  fomething  in  another,  yet  eternity  itfelf  cannot 
fully  unfold  him.  I  fee  fomething,  faid  Luther^  which  bleflcd 
Auftin  faw  not ;  and  thofe  that  come  after  me,  wiU  fee  that  which 
I  fee  not.  It  is  in  the  ftudying  of  Chrift,  as  in  the  prianring  o(  a 
new  difcovered  country  j  at.  firft  men  iit  down  by  the  {e»»fide^ 
npon  the  ikirts  and  borders  of  the  land ;  and  there  they  dwcUi^ 
but  by  degrees  they  fearch  farther  and  farther  into  the  heart  of  the 
country.  Ah,  the  beft  of  us  are  yet  but  upon  the  borders  of  this 
vaft  continent ! 

4/A/y,  The  ftudy  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  moft  noble  fubjeft  that 
ever  a  foul  fpent  itfelf  upon ;  thofe  that  rack  and  torture  their 
brains  upon  other  ftudies,  like  children,  weary  thcmfelves  at  a  low- 
game-;  the  eagle  plays  at  the  fim  itfelf.  The  angels  fliidy  this 
doflrine,  and  ftoop  down  to  look  into  this  deep  abyfs.  What  are 
the  truths  difcovered  in  Chrift,  but  the  very  fecrets  that  firom 
eternity  lay  hid  in  the  bofom  of  God  ?  Eph.  iii.  8,  9.  God's 
heart  is  opened  to  men  in  Chrift,  J<*n  i.  18.  this  makes  the  jo& 
p^l  ftich  a  glorious  dlfpenfation,  becaufc  Chrift  is  fo  glorioufly  re-*' 
vcaled  therein,  i  Cor.  iii.  9.  and  the  fhidying  of  Chrift  in  the 
gofpel,  ftamps  fuch  a  heavenly  glory  upon  the  cantemjAatiuj^foul, 
vcr.  18. 

5/i/y,  It  is  the  moft  fwcet  and  comfortable  knowledge  5  to  be 
ftudying  Jefus  Chrift,  what  is  it  but  to  be  digging  among  all  the 
veins  and  iprings  of  comfort  ?  and  the  deeper  you  dig,  the  more 
do  thefe  fprings  flow  upon  yon.  ^How  are  hearts  ravifticd  with  the 
difcoveries  of  Chrift  in  tlie  gofpel  ?  what  extalies,  meltings,  tran- 
fports,  do  gracious  fouls  meet  there  ?  'Doubtlcfs,  Philip's  extafy, 
John  i.  25.  iupwa^wl»Krttf,  «  We  have  found  Jefus,**  was  far  be* 
yond  that  of  Archimedes.  A  believer  could  fit  from  morning  to 
night,  to  hear  difcourfes  of  Chrift ;  «  His  moath  is  moft  fweet," 
Cant.v.i6.f  ' 

*  llXvVoi)u\o^  «%^i0t  Sihi,  MuUifarmh  fapitniio  Da,    Caryl  ill  \^  xi.  6. 
t  Every  difcovcry  of  thy  truth  is,  above  aJJ,  the  f  Icafantcft,  moft  raviihing  and 
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Seamdly^  Let  u5  compare  this  knowledge  tnth  all  other  knoir- 
ledgc,  and  thetcby  the  excellency  of  it  vnH  farther  appear* 

I.  All  other  ktSowledge  is  natural,  but « this  nrhollj  fupem»> 
taral,  Mat.  tu  27.  «'  No  man  knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father  j 
«  neither  knoweth  any  the  Fathers  fave  the  Son,  and  he  to  wfaom- 
*«  focvet  the  Son  will  reveal  him/'  The  wiftft  Heathens  could  ne* 
vcr  make  a  difcovcry  of  Chrift  by  their  decpcft  fearcfaes  into  na- 
ture ;  the  moft  eagle-eyed  philofophers  were  but  children  in  ^ow- 
ledge,  compared  with  the  moft  iUkerate  Chriftlans. 

a.  Other  knowledge  is  unattainable  by  many.  All  the  helps  and 
means  in  the  world  would  never  enable  fome  ChrifKans  to  attsun 
the  learned  arts  and  languages  5  men  of  the  bcft  wits,  and  moft 
pregnant  parts,  are  moft  excellent  in  thefe ;  but  here  is  the  myf* 
tery  and  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  that  men  of  moft 
blunt,  dull  and  contemptible  parts  attain,  through  tie  teaching  of 
the  Spirit,  to  this  knowledge,  in  which  the  more  acute  and  inge- 
nious are  utterly  blind,  Mat.  xi.  25.  «  I  thank  thee,  O  Father, 
'«  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things 
"  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes.*" 
1  Cor.  i.  26,  27.  **  You  fee  yoin-  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not 
^  many  wife  men  after  the  flelh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble 
"  are  called :  but  God  hath  chofen  the  foolifh  things  of  the  worlds 
"  to  confound  the  wife,"  &c. 

J.  Other  knowledge,  though  you  fhould  attain  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  it,  would  never  bring  you  to  heaven,  being  dcfeSive  and 
lame  both  in  the  integrity  of  parts,  the  principal  thing,  viz.  Chrift, 
being  wanting ;  and  ill  the  purity  of  its  nature :  for  the  knowing 
Heathens  grew  vain  in  their  imaginations,  Rom.  i.  21.  and  in  the 
efficacy  and  influence  of  it  on  the  heart  and  life.  They  held  the  truth 
tnimrigbteoufnefs ;  their lufts  were  ftronger  than  their  light,  Roiiu 
L  18.  But  this  knowledge  hath  potent  influences,  changing  foub 
into  its  own  image,  2  Cor.  iiL  18.  and  fo  proves  a  faying  know- 
ledge unto  men,  i  Tim.  ii.  4.  And  thyis  I  have  in  a  few  particu- 
turs  pointed  out  the  tranfcendency  of  die  knowledge  of  Chrift. 

The  ufc  of  all  this  I  fhall  give  you  in  a  few  inferences,  on  which 
I  fhall  not  enlarge,  the  whole  bebig  only  preliminary  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift ;  only  for  the  prefent  I  fhall  hence  infer, 

INFERENCE    I. 

•  The  fufficiency  of  the  doftrine  of  Clurift,  to  make  men  wife 
onto  ialvatioo.     Paul  defired  to  know  nothing  elfe ;  and,  indeed, 

delbhtfiilyand  even  invites  and  offers  itfelf  to  every  one  of  its  own  suxord.  What  ez- 
qniute  pl^ure  \%  there  in  that,  which  lies  concealed  within  the  inmoll  receffcs  of 
your  heart,  and  is  ihut  up*  as  it  were,  with  locks  and  hars?    Brlghtman  «m  Cant» 

•  He  is  completely  learned,  who  has  Icaincd  the  ^ofpel ;  but  that  pcrfon  is  quite 
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nothing  elfe  is  of  abfolute  neceffity  to  be  known.  A  little  of  this 
knowledge,  if  faving  and  effeftual  upon  thy  heart,  will  do  thy  jfbul 
more  fcrocc,  than  all  the  vain  fpecujation  and  profound  parts  that 
others  fo  much  glory  in.  Poor  Chriftian,  be  not  dejefted,  becauie 
thou  feeft  thyfelf  out-ftript  and  excelled  by  fo  many  in  other  parts 
of  knowledge :  if  thou  know  Jefus  Chrift,  thou  knoweft  enough 
to  comfort  and  fave  thy  foul.  Many  learned  philofophers  are  now 
in  hell,  and  many  ilUterate  ChrifUans  in  heaven. 

INFERENCE   Ct. 

If  there  be  fuch  excellency  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  let  it 
humble  all,  both  faints  and  finners,  that  we  have  no  more  of  this 
dear  and  effedhial  knowledge  in  us,  notwithftanding  the  excellent 
advantages  we  have  had  for  it.  Sinners,  concerning  you  I  may^ 
iigh  and  fay  with  the  apoftle,  i  Cor.  xv.  34.  «  Some  have  not  the 
<*  knowledge  of  Chrift,  I  fpeak  this  to  your  ihame."  This,  O 
this  is  the  condemnation.  And  even  for  you  that  are  enlightened 
in  this  knowledge,  how  little  do  you  know  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  comr 
parifon  of  what  you  might  have  known  of  him  ?  What  a  fhame  is 
it,  that  you  ftiould  need  to  be  taught  the  very  firft  truths,  *<  whea 
<«  for  the  time  you  might  have  been  teachers  of  others  ?"  Heb.  v. 
12,  13,  14.  <^  That  your  nunifters  cannot  fpeak  unto  you  as  * 
*«  fpiritual,  but  as  unto  carnal,  even  as  unto  babes  in  Chrift,**  i 
Cor.  iii,  I,  a.  O  how  much  time  is  fpent  in  other  ftudies,  in  vain 
difcourfes,  frivolous  pamphlets,  worldly  employments  ?  how  little 
in  the  fearch  and  ftudy  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

INPERENCE    3. 

How  fad  is  their  condition  that  have  a  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
yet  as  to  themfelves  it  had  been  better  they  had  never  had  it  !* 
Many  there  be  that  content  themfelves  with  an  unpractical,  ine£-  - 
feAual,  and  merely  notional  knowledge  of  him ;  of  whom  the 
apoftle  faith,  <«  It  had  been  better  for  them  not  to  have  known,** 
7.  Vetf  ii.  21.  It  ferves  only  to  aggravate  fin  and  mifery;  for 
though  It  be  not  enough  to  fave  them,  yet  it  puts  fome  weak 
reflxaints  upon  fin,  which  their  impetuous  lufts  breaking  dowix, 
cxpofes  them  thereby  to  a  greater  damnation. 

INFERENCE  4. 

Fourthly^  This  may  inform  us  by  what  rule  to  judge  both  mi- 
nifters  and  doftrine.  Certainly  that  is  the  higheft  comm^dation 
of  a  minifter,  to  be  an  able  minifter  of  the  New  Teftament  $  not 

foolifli  jind  mad,  who  feeks  for  faving  knowledge  any  where  elfe ;  for  here  u  a  Urge 
field  of  fuch  knowledge ;  here  ail  the  treafure*  of  it.    Davenamt  n  C^Ioffl 
*  ridt  Zanch.  in  £pb.  it.  p.  x5l.  </e  iupHa  cogtntione  Cbr^L 
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*p{the  letter^  but  of  theSpirit,  2  Con  iii.  6.  He U  the bejft arttfi^ 
that  can  moft  livdy  and  powerfully  dlfplay  Jefus  Chrift  before  the 

'people,  evidently  fettmg  him  forth  as  crucified  among  them ;  and 
that  is  the  beft  fermon,  that  is  moft  full  of  Chrift,  not  of  art  and 
langus^.  I  know  that  a  holy  dialed  well  becometh  Chrifi's  mi- 
juilers,  they  fhould  not  be  rude  and  carelefs  in  language  or  method  ; 
but  furely  the  excellency  of  a  fermon  lies  not  in  that,  but  in  the 
plaineft  difcoveries  and  livelieft  applications  of  Jefus  Chrift* 

INFERENCE   5. 

Let  all  that  mind  the  honouf*  of  religion,  or  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  their  own  fouls,  wholly  (equefter  and  apply  themfelves 
jco  the  ftudy  pi  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him  crucified*  Wharefbre  fpend 
we  ourfelves  upon  other  ihidies,  when  all  excellency,  fweetnefi^ 
and  defirableneis  is  concentered  in  this  one  ?  Jefus  Chrift  is  fairer 
.than  the  children  of  men,  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thoofands,  <<  as 
<<  the  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood )"  ^a  faciunt 
divifa  teatuntf  in  hoc  mixta  JIuunt :  Thefe  things  which  fingly  ra- 
▼ifh  and  deUght  the  fouk  of  men,  are  all  found  conjunfUy  in 
I  Chrift.  O  what  a  blefied  Chrift  is  this!*  whom  to  know  is  eter* 
jud  life.  From  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  do  bud  forth  all  the 
fruits  of  comfort,  and  that  for  all  feafons  and  conditions.  Hence 
Rev.  xxii.  2.  he  U  called  <<  the  tree  of  life,  which  bears  twelve 
*^  manner  of  fruits,  and  yields  its  fi*iiit  every  month ;  and  the 
*«  very  leaves  of  this  tree  sm^  for  healing."  In  Chrift  fouls  have, 
^i.)  All  neceilaries  for  food  and  phyfic.  (2.)  All  varities  of  fruits, 
twelve  manner  of  fruits;  a  diftinA  fwectncfs  in  tliis,  in  that,  and 
in  the  other  attribute,  promife,  ordinance.  (3.)  In  him  are  thefe 
£rtuts  at  all  times,  he  bears  fhiit  every  month ;  there  is  precious 
fruit  in  Jefus  Chrift,  even  in  the  black  month ;  winter  fruits  as 
^rell  as  fummer  fruits.  O  then  ftudy  Chrift,  ftudy  to  know  him 
more  extenjively.  There  be  m?.ny  excellent  things  in  Chrift,  that 
the  moft  eagle-ey'd  believer  hath  not  yet  feen  :  Ah  !  *tis  pity  that 
any  thing  of  Chrift  fliould  lie  hid  from  his  people.  Study  to  know 
Chrift  more  intenjively^  to  get  the  experimental  tafte  and  lively 
power  of  his  knowledge  upon  your  he?trts  and  affe£Hons  :  This  is 
the  knowledge  that  carries  r^'  t  .  ^w.  etneis  and  comfort  in  it. 
Cfariflian,  I  dare  appeal  to  i\\  .^rl  v^c,  whether  the  experi- 
mental tafte  of  Jefus  Chriit.  'u     .  .     ,  ix.s  ;;rd  duties,  has  not  a 


•  I  am  fare,  (faith  a  holy  one';,  i' 
-ma^t  and  worth  of  the  incomp.^ ;  ai  i^ 
exceUency  cTcry  day  to  thofe  th  ir  *'. 
conld  faroiih  as  many  newChriRo  (•' 
aod  iu ;  and  yet  he  if  oae  and  the  iu^ 
wckvc  Chrift. 


\' .  Vi:  Grangers  to  the 
b'   i:  '   •    \v   fofrcihin 
IS.  -^  '.".i:,  .^  if  i'c'.ven 
.  ■  1  ji    i,.,r'r  -'.1  ■:  ,..^vi  b  'fvl?:*  {•ini 
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JugbcF  and  lwcct€r  rdifli  than  any  created  enjoyiinyit  thou  ever 
taucdft  in  this  world?  .0  then  feparatc,  devote,  and  wholly  give 
thyfelf,  thy  tiioCj  thy  flxength  to  this  moft  fweet  trajifccndeu^ 
ftudy. 

,  INFEILENXE   6. 

La/tlyy  Let  mc  dofe  the  whole  with  a  double  caution  }  one  to 
ourfclvcs,  who  by  our  callings  and  profeflionT-ttrctEc  miniftcrs 
'  of  Chrift ;  another  to  thofe  that  fit  under  the  doftrinc  of  Chrift 
daily. 

FUrfly  If  this  doftrine  be  the  moft  excellent,  neceffary,  fiinda- 
farencal,  profound,  noble,  and  comfortable  doftrinc*,  let  us  then 
take  heed  left,  while  we  Audy  to  be  exaft  in  other  things,  we  be 
found  ignorant  in  this.  Ye  know  'tis  ignominious,  by  tlie  com- 
mon fuffirage  of  the  civilized  world,  for  any  man  to  be  unacquaint- 
ed with  his  own  calHng,  or  not  to  attend  the  proper  bufinefs  of  it : 
'tis  6ur  calling,  as  the  Bridegroom's  friends,  to  woo  atid  win  fouls 
to  Chrift,  to  fet  him  forth  to  the  people  as  crucified  among  them. 
Gal.  ill.  I.  to  prefent  him  in  all* his  attractive  excellencies,  that  aU 
hearts  may  be  raviihed  with  his  beauty,  and  charmed  into  his  arms 
by  love  :  we  muft  alfo  be  able  to  defend  the  truths  of  Chrift  againft 
underminihg  heretics,  to  inftil  his  knowledge  into  tne  ignorant,  to 
anftirer  the  cafes  and  fcruples  of  poor  doubting '  Chriftians.  How 
many  intricate  knots  have  we  to  untie*  ?  What  pains,  what  iktU  is 
tcquifitc  for  fiich  as  are  employed  about  our  work  ?  And  fhall  we 
l^>eiid  our  precious  time  in  frivolous  controverfies,  phylofbphical 
niceties,  dry  and  barren  fcholaftic  notions  ?f  Shall  we  ftudy  cveiy 
thing  but  Chrift  ?  revolve  all  volumes  but  the  facred  ones  i  Whtt 
is  obferved  even  of  Bellarmine,J  that  he  turned  with  loathing  from, 
fchool  divinity,  "becaufe  it  wanted  the  fweet  juice  of  piety,  may  be 
conviftivc  to  many  among  us,  whtf  are  often  too  much  in  love 
with  woi'fe  employment  than  what  he  is  faid  to  loathe.  O  let  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  dwell  richly  in  us. 

Secandlyy  Let  us  fee  that  our  knowledge  of  Chrift  be  not  a  powi- 
erlefs,  barren,^  unpra^cal  knowledge :  O  that,  in  its  paflage  from 

*  J^eriium  ^e^  et  fiHtdoarhtapitUU'u  periturum:  L  e.  To  be  Ikill'd  in  other  thill^ 
and  not  in  the  gofpcl,  is  to  periiL    Amgwjtn, 

t  Wcarcnpt  to  ftudy  the  niceties  of  rhetoric,  fomuth  as  plainncfs  and  peripicn* 
Ity  ;  nor  arc  we  to  fpeak  in  a  higfi  florid  ftrain,  as  orators ;  but  with  the  eameft^ 
nefii  and  steal,  and  fincerity  of  the  apoftles ;  we  arc  not  to  talk  dnc  things,  bnt  whnc 
tnay  convince  the  underftanding,  and  touch  the  heart. 

I  ^od  ajltidiitfcbf/hjiita  tUf^gUt  everterrtitr  fert  mauftaimnius^  fttmiamfiuf  tmrekami 
liquiJa  fietathy  FuKgHt.  ia  vita  Bd.  ^ 

§  Beware,  left,  while  the  tree  of  knowledge  daily  flourilhcsAnd  thrives,  the  tree 
of  praaicc  fhould  become  barren.  Take  heed  that  ye  rcll  not  fatJsficd  in  the  gi|tf 
of  the  Spirit,  and  begin  to  t>  j^k  nothing  of  die  Spirit  hiafelf,  the  hdi  gift.  fyrd. 
0ii4.  f  «r.  p.  j^. 
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dor  underiboiding.  to  our  Gps,  it  migbt  powerfuliy  mdt,  ftrceteo^ 
»id  ravifh  oar  heaits!  Remember,  brethren,  a  holf  caUiag  nover 
iaired  any  man,  without  a  holy  heart ;  if  our  tongues  only  \3ftfanc^  * 
^Jied^  our  whole  man  muft  be  dammJL  ^  We  and  our  people  muflt ' 
«  be  judged  by  the  fame  gofpel,  and  ftand  at  the  fame  bar,  and  be 
^  fentenced  to  the  fame  term»,  and  dealt  \inth  as-  ftverdy  as  any 
«<  other  men  :  We  cannot  thinic  to  be  faved  by  our' clergy,  or  to 
**  come  off  with  a  Lepi  ut  clerkus^  when  there  is*  wanting  die 
<<  Cre^  et  vixii  ut  Chrtfiiatms  /*  as  an  eminent  *  Divine  ipeakas.  O 
let  the  Jbeepers  of  the  vmeyard  look  to,  and  ke^  their  own  via»* 
prd  :  we  have  a  heaven  to  win  or  lofe,  as  weU  as  others. 

Thirdly^  Let  us  take  heed  that  we  withhold  not  our  knowledge 
of -Cfarift  in  unrighteoufnefi  from  the  pec^k.  O  that  our  lips 
vixitY  ^SfyerTe  knowledge  and  feed  many.  Let  us  take  heed  of  the 
napkin,  remembering  the  day  of  account  is  at  handf  •  Remember^ 
I  beleech  ytnr,  the  relatkms  wherein  you  ftand,  and  the  oUigationi 
itinhing  thence :  lUmember,  the  great  Sh^herd  gave  himfelf 
fiar,  and  gave  you  to  ihe  flock}  your  time,  your  gifts  are  not  yours^ 
but  God's  4  remember  the  pinching  wants  of  fouls,  who  are  perifb« 
ing  for  want  of  Chrift ;  and  i£  their  tongues  do  not>  yet  their  9C* 
cdlities  do  befpeak  us,  as  they  did  Jofeph,  Gen.  xUii.  1 5*  <<  Where* 
<<  foiT  ihould  we  die  in  thy  prefence  i  Give  us  food,  that  we  may  live 
**  23nd  not  die.''  Even  the  fea  nunifters  draw  forth  their  breafts 
to  their  yoeng  ones,  and  ihall  we  be  cruel  I  cruel  to  fouls !  Did 
Chrift  no^rthink  it  too  much  to  fweat  blood,  yea,  to  die  for  them  ? 
and  ihall  we  think  it  much  to  watch,  ftudy,  preach,  pray,  an4  da 
what  we  can  for  their  falvation  ?.  O  let  the  fame  mind  be  in  you 
Yhic^  was  alfo  in  Chrift ! 

Second/y,  To  t±te  people  that  fk  under  the  doArine  of  Chrift 
dally,  and  have  the  light  of  his  knowledge  fhining  round  about 
them. 

Firfiy  Take  heed  ye  do  not  rcjeft  and  defyife  this  light.  This 
may  be  done  two  ways :  Fir/ly  When  you  dcfpife  the  means  of 
knowledge  by  flight  and  low  eftcems  of  it.  Surely,  if  you  thus 
rejeft  knowledge,  God  will  reje^^you  for  it,  Hof.  iv.  6.  It  is  si 
depifmg  of  the  jicheft  gift  that  ever  Chrift  gave  to  the  churcb  ^ 
and  however  it  be  a  contempt  and  flight  that  be^ns  low,  and 
iecms  cmly  to  vent  itfelf  upon  the  weak  parts,  in  artifidsLl  dx£* 
coorfes,  and  untaking  tones  and  gefbires  of  the  ipeakers ;  ye^ 

Vol.  L  F 

"H        ■    I  i  ,,■■■■  III  I  I,  ^ 

*  He  «f  piovcs  Kunfttf  *a  cterk,— bvt  kc  neither  b«tieiM  nor  lives  m  a  Cliraftiaii^ 
ttUat  Sftbimim/,  5^7- 

'  t  Wemay  araly  to  muufierg  w2i«t  .Tackiw  fpeakff  of  magiftxates,  Jta.nati  e/H4t  ^ 
fcw  mtUfttt  'oe/fra  ^ut  remfiuMicam  fertifwu^t^  L  «,  On  your  epoj  or  1^  coadu^  i$i^ 
lUdstte^goMorilloCibaetf.  ^  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4t  The  Fountain  of  Life.  Sbum.  H. 

believe  it,  it  b  a  daring  fin  that  flies  higher  than  you  are  aware^ 
Luke  X.  1 6.  <<  He  that  defpifeth  you,  defpifcth  me;  and  he  that 
<<  defpifeth  me,  defpifeth  him  that  fent  me.''  Secondly,  Tou  def^ 
pife  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  when  you  defpife  the  directions  and 
loving  cooftraints  of  that  knowledge ;  when  you  refufe  to  be  guid- 
ed-'by  your  knowledge,  your  light  and  your  lufb  contefl  and 
Aniggle  vnthin  you*  O  it  is  fad  when  your  lufls  mafter  your  light* 
You  fin  not  as  the  Heathens  fin,  who  know  not  God ;  but  when 
you  fin,  you  mufl  flight  and  put  by  the  notices  of  your  own  con* 
fciences,  and  oSer  violence  to  your  own  conviCUons.  And  what 
fad  work  will  this  make  in  your  fouls  ?  How  foon  will  it  lay  your 
confciences  wafle  ? 

.  SeeomUy^  Take  heed  that  you  refl  not  fatisfied  with  that  know- 
ledge ctf  Chrifl  you  have,  attained,  but  grow  on  towards  perfection. 
It  is  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  many  profefTors,  when  they  have 
got  a  few  raw  and  indigefled  notions,  to  fwell  with  felf-conceit  of 
their  excellent  attainments*  And  it  is  the  fin,  even  of  the  befl  of 
faints,  when  they  fee  ( Veritas  in  profunda)  how  deep  the  knowledge 
of 'Chrifl  lies,  ai^d  what  pains  they  mufl  taice  to  dig  for  it,  to 
throw  by  the  fliovel  of  duty,  and  cry.  Dig  nve  canmi.  To  your 
work,  Chriftians,  to  your  work ;  let  not  yoiu:  candle  go  out :  fe- 
quefler  yourfelves  to  this  fhidy,  look  what  intercourfes,  and  cor- 
refpondences  are  betwixt  the  two  worlds ;  what  communion  fbever 
God  and  fouls  maintain,  it  is  in  this  way :  count  all,  therefore, 
but  drofs  m  comparifon  of  ^t  ex<;ellency  which  is  in  the  know- 
kdge  of  Jefus  Qmft 


SERMON    n. 

Sets  forth  Christ  iq  his  efiential  and  primeval  Glort. 

PRov.  viii.  30. 

Then  was  I  by  him,  as  one  brought  up  with  him:  and  I  was  daily  his 
delight,  rejoicing  always  before  him* 

rnplHESE  words  are  a  part  of  that  excellent  commendation  of 
•  Jl.  wifdom,  by  which  in  this  book  Solomon  intends  two  things  ; 
firji,  Grace  or  holinefs,  Prov.  iv.  7.  «  Wifdom  is  the  principal 
«  thmg.'*  Secondly,  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fountain  of  that  grace :  and 
look,  as  the  former  is  renowned  for  its  excellency,  Job  xxviii.  14, 
15.  fo  the  latter,  in  tUs  context,  wherein  thie  Spirit  of  God  dsf^ 
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cribesthe  moft  UelTed  ftate  of  Jdus  Cfarift,  the  wifiltaiofdie 
Father,  from  thofe  eternal  delights  he  had  with  his  Father,  be- 
fore his  affijinption  of  our  nature :  «  Then  was  I  by  him,"  i^c* 
that  long  £vum  was  wholly  fwaHowed  up,  and  fpent  in  unfpeak-» 
ahte  delights  and  pleafures.  Which  delights  were  twofold,  (x.)« 
The  Father  and  Son  delighted  one  in  another  (from  which  de- 
lights the  Spirit  is  not  here  excluded)  without  communicating 
that  their  joy  to  any  other,  for  no  creature  did  then  exift  -favc  in 
the  mind  of  God,  verfe  30.  (2.)  They  delighted  in  the  falvation 
of  men,  in  the  profpeA  of  that  work,  though  not  yet  extant* 
Terie  3 1.  My  prefent  bufiilefs  lies  in  the  former,  vfs.  the  mutual 
delights  of  the  Father  and  Sen,  cme  with  and  in  another^  the 
account  whereof  we  have  in  the  text ;  -  wherein  confider,  ' 

1.  The  glorious  condition  of  the  non«incamated  Son  of  God» 
defcribed  by  the  peribn  with  whom  his  fellowihip  was,  «  Then 
«  was  I  by  him,*'  or  with.him ;  fo  with  him  as  never  was  any,  in 
his  very  bofbm,  John  i.  1 8.  the  only  begotten  Son  was  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  Father ;  an  expreffion  of  the  greateft  deamefs  and  isk^ 
timacy  in  the  world ;  as  if  he  £hould  fay,  wrapt  up  in  the  very 
foul  of  his  Father,  embofomed  in  God. 

2.  This  fellowfliip  is  illuftrated  by  a  metaphpr,  wherein  the 
Lord  will  ftoop  to  our  capacities,  (as  <<  One  brought  up  with 
<*  hittf')  the  Hebrew  word*  fooK  [Atmn]  is  fqmetimes  rendered 
a  cunning  workman,  or  curious  artifi,  as  in  Cant.  vii.  i.  which  is 
the  fame  word.     And  indeed  Chnft  fhewed  him/elf  fuch  an  artift 

'  b  the  creation  of  the  world ;  *<  For  all  things  were  made  by  him, 
"  and  without  him  there  was  nothing  made^  that  was  made," 
John  i.  3.  But  Montanus,  and  others,  render  it  nut  rictus ;  and 
fo  Chrift  is  here  compared  to  a  delightful  child,  fporting  before 
its  Father:  the  Hebrew  rootf  pnw  IShachak^li  which  our  trant* 
Nation  renders  *«  rejoicing  before  him,"  fignifies  to  laugh,  play,  or 
rejoice  ;  fo  that,  look  as  parents  delight  to  fee  ther  children  fport- 
ing bdFore  them,  fo  did  the  Father  delight  in  beholding  this  dar- 
ling of  his  bofom. 

3.  This  delight  is  farther  amplified  by  the  perpetuity,  and  un- 
intemiptednefi  thereof;  <<  I  w^  day  by  day  his  delights,  rejoicing 
«  always  before  him."i    Thcfe  delights  of  the  Father  and  the 

'  \Am9H\  Sig:nific8  %  Shilful  Artifi ;  he  is  pleafed  to  aflame  this  charaaer,  in  or- 
^er  to  ihew  men,  that  their  converfion  is  not  owing  to  any  ftrength  of  their 
own,  bat  is  the  work  of  this  Ikilfal  Artift.    Brightman  pn  Cant,  L  a6. 

t  [Sbadtakl  Ridere^  to  laugh;  luderey  to  fport ;  Artorf,  to  rejoice  5  stfOpwiroTaO*^, 
«/^er  the  mamur  of  men ;  he  compares  himfelf  to  a  pleafant  child,  ftanding  before 
bis  fathtr.    Luvat.  on  this  placa. 

I  t7«"i  7<^»  Mrjiacbtkgthi  cputiDttaUy  rejoicing. 
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Soaime  iaviotliery  Icoew  tiot  a  moment's 'intemiptkm,  or  dkni* 
iHitiati:  thus  did  tibefe  great  mnd  glorious  perfons  mutually  let 
forth  their  fuUeft  pljBafure  and  delight,  eadx  into  the  heart  of 
the  other  %  they  lay  as  it  were  endsofomed  one  in  another,  enter* 
tainiag  thenafehes  with  delights  and  pleafures  ineffable,  and  un* 
ironceivaUe^    Hence  we  observe, 

I>o£t.  ^dt  the  eondiiion  andjtate  of  Jefus  Chrtft  before  his  incar* 
nation^  ttmr  a  fhxte  (f  the  'hightp  and  mffi  unfpeakMe  delight  afid 
fUaJure,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  Father. 

John  tells  us  he  was  in  the  i)ofam  of  his  Father  :*  to  lie  in  the 
Worn  is  the  pofture  of  deardl  love,  John  mi.  23.  <<  Now  there 
^<  was  leaning  on  Jefus'  bolbin  one  of  his  jdiiciples  whom  Jefus 
*<  loved  i**  but  Chrift  did  not  lean  upon  the  Fadier^s  bofom,  as 
that  difciple  did  on  his,  but  lay  in  it :  and  therefore,  in  Ifa.  idxii. 
t.  the  Father  calls  him,  «<  Mine  eleft  !n  whom  my  foul  deligfat«» 
*^  eth ;"  wUch  is  f  varioufly  rendered  ;  the  Septuagiht,  quern  ftsf" 
Ir^,  whom  my  foul  takes,  or  wraps  Up :  others,  comfiacuit,  one 
that  highly  pleafes  and  delights  my  very  foul :  and,  2  Cor.  viii. 
^.  he  is  faid,1n  thiis  eftate,  wherein  I  am  now  defcribing  him)  to 
te  rich :  and,  Phil.  ii.  7.  «  To  be  equal  with  God,  and  to  be  In 
'  ^e  fonh  of  God,"  (i.i  e.)  to  have  all  the  glory  and.  enfigns  of 
4he  mafcfty  <of  God ;  and  the  riches  which  he  fpeaks  of,  was 
4k)  kfs  than  all  that  God  the  Father  hath,  John  xw.  14.  <<  All 
^  that  the  Father  hath  is  mine :"  and*  what  he  now  hath  in  his 
esialted  ftate,  is  the  fame  he  had  before  his  humiliation,  John  xviu 
•5.  Now,  to  Ikctch  out  (as  wc  are  able)  the  unfpeakable  felicity  of 
that  ftate  of  Chrift,  wbilft  he  lay  in  thatblefled  bofom,  I  iliall  con-- 
•fidcr  it  three  wap,  negatively,  pofitivdy,  and  comparatively. 

I.  Let  us  confider  that  ftate  negatively,  by  removing  from  it  all 
thofe  degrees  of  abafement  and  forrow  whi<Jh  his  incarnation 
-iMPought  him  under  :  as, 

Fir/l,  He  was  not  then  abafed  to  the  condition  of  a  creature, 
-iPsWch  was  a  low  ftcp  indeed,  and  that  whidi  upon  the  matter  in- 
did  him  in  point  of  reputation ;  for  by  this  (faith  the  apoljble)  he 
^nade  himfclf  of  no  reputation,"  PhiLii.  7.  it  emptied  him  of  his' 
^lory*    For  God  to  hte  made  man,  is  fuch  an  abafement  as  none 

—  -----■■* 

•*  John  i.  t8.  Here  is  infinutthi^,  metapkorirally,  die  intimate  communion  of  tkc 
Sod  of  God  wich  the  Father,  which  confifts  in  cteroal  genctatioB,  in  the  ftridefi, 
.>«nefief»  or  umity  of  nature,  an  tlie  moll  ardent  love,  and  in  couimuBication  of  the 
«ioft  itcrct  a0  Jira.    GUf, 

f  Hieron.  ^tm  a^t«t^t,  i.  c.  Whom  my  foul  approyes.  Pagniniis  &  Monta^ 
BUS,  Comphcuit  omma^  maty  i.  e.  One  that  tughiy  delightfi  my  foul.  The  Septua- 
gint,  ^emjufcepitwtmc  taeay  i.  ^  Whbm  "my  foul  takes  or  wraps  up. 
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can  exprefi :  but  dbien  not  only  to  appear  in  tree  Aafli»  but  ^  in 
the  likeaieis  of  iiadbl  fleih,  as^  Rom.  viii.  3.     O  what  ift  this  I 

Stcsndly^  Chri^  wa&not  under  the  law  in  this  eftate.  I  conlUt 
kwas  nodifparagementto  Adam  m  the  ftate  of  imiocency,  to  an- 
gels in  their  ftate  of  ^loiy,  to  be  tiodcr  law  to  God }  butitwni  tt 
tMKonceivable  abafement  to  the  abiolute  iiidepend<eBt  Bekig  to  oone 
under  law:  yea»  not  .only  under  the  obedience,  but  alfbiindar 
the  malediction  and  curfe  of  the  lawj  OaL  iv*  4.  «  But  whea  the 
«<  fulneis  of  time  was  come,  Godfent  forth  his  .Son,  made  of  a 
<<  woman,  made  under  the  law." 

Thirdly^  In  this  Jftate  he  was  not  liable  to  apiy  of  thoTe  forrovi^ 
{ill  coofequents  and  attendants  of  that  frail  and  feeble  ftate  of  lns» 
nutnity,  which  he  afterwards  aiTumed,  with  the  nature.  As,  (i.) 
He  was  unacquainted  with  griefs :  there  was  no  forrowing  or  iighuig 
iiUhat  bofom  where  he  lay,  though  afterwards  he  became  <'  a  man 
<<  of  fi>rrows  and  acquainted  with  grief,''  Jfa.  liii.  3.  ^<  A  man  of 
f*  forrows,"  as  if  he  had  been  conftituted  and  made  up  of  poxt^ 
and  unmixed  fohrows  \  every  ds^  converiing  vritln  grie£i,  as  widi 
\m  intimate  con^anions  and  acqttaintan<;e.  (a.)  He  was  never 
pinched  with  poverty  and  wants,  while  he  continued  in  that  bo- 
Ibm,  as  he  was-afterwards,  when  he  faid,  <«  The  foxes  haye  holes, 
^  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  neft<;,  but  the  Son  of  man  hath 
^<  not  where  to  lay  his  h^ad,"  Mat.  viii.  20.  ,  Ah  Uefled  Jefus  I 
thou  needed:  not  to  have  wanted  a  place  to  hswe  lain  thane  head, 
hadft  thou  not  left  that  boibm  for  my  fake.*  (3.)  He  never. un- 
derwent reproach  and  ihame  i|i  that  bofom,  there  was  nothing 
but  g}ory  and  honour  reflecbed  upon  him  by  his  Father,  though 
afterwards  he  was  defpifed,  and  rejefted  of  men,  Ifa.  liii.  3*  His 
Father  never  looked  \:qpon  him  without  fmiles  and  love,  delight  and 
joy,  though  afterwards  he  became  a  reproach  of  men,  a^  def- 
piled  of  the  pe^dcj  Ffalm  xxii.  6.  (4.)  His  hxAj  heart  was  never 
oiSended  wkh  an  unpure  fugge(tion  or  temptation  of  die  Devil  % 
all  the  while  ho  lay  in  that  bofom  of  peace  and  love,  he  nevtr 
knew  what  it  was  to  be  aiTauked  with  temptations,  to  be  befieged 
and  battered  upon  by  unclean  fpirits,  as  he  did  afterwards,  Mtt. 
iv.  I.  <«  Then  was  Jefus  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wildemefi 
<<  to  be  te^^ed  of  the  Devil."  It  was ;  for  our  fakes  that  he  fub« 
mitfeed  to  thofe  eK^ckies  of  fpirit,  «  to  be  in  alL  points  tempted 

"*    -a      i_Lj_j -I  -       --        -^-      —    -—    -  >     ■■■  ■     ■-         ■ .»     ■— 

*  He  that  wtff  iajhehfim  rfhis  JPatber  ;  an  ^Tpreflion  fhewiag  the  intimate,  dole, 
tad  fecrec  del^ht  and  lo^c  he  iiad  £rom  the  Father.  How  <ii>fpmk«Me  is  it,  that  he 
Aould  depriTe  hii^felf  of  the  fenfe  of  it  ?  to  put  himfclf,  as  it  were,  out  ol  heavea 
into  hcU  ?  this  is  deeper  love  than  ever  we  can  imagine  or  conceive :  No  wonder, 
the  apoi^le  calls  it  ir!^«w«»»  \^iJfeuon\t  and  vnrtpin^ura'fvtn  [hyperpuijeuem]  the 
iiaicardial>lc  richer  of  gmcc ;  we  are  uewct  able  to  go  to  the  IfOttom  of  it,  hut  (Hll 
thcceia mofv^race  aiui iove  behind.   Mr  Mti*  Surgefii  UB^w  John  zvii./.  50^ 
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^<  like  as  we  are»  that  he  might  be  unto  ts  a  merciful  and  faith* 
«  fill  High-pricfl,"  Heb.  iv.  15.  (5.)  He  was  never  feiifible  of 
pains  and  tortures  in  foul  or  body,  there  were  no  fuch  things  in 
that  blefled  boibm  wl;ierc  he  lay,  though  afterwards  he  groaned 
and  fweat  under  them,  Ifa.  Hit.  5^  The  Lord  embraced  him  from 
etenuty,  but  never  wounded  him  till  he  flood  in  our  place  and 
room.  (6.)  There  were  po  hidings  or  withdrawings  of  his  Father 
from  him ;  there  was  not  a  cloud  from  eternity  upen  the  face  of 
God,  till  y^/us  Chrift  had  left  that  bofom.  It  was  a' new  thii^g  to 
Chrifl  to  fee  frowns  in  the  face  of  his  Father ;  a  new  thing  for  him 
to  cry,  ««  My  God,  my  God,  why  hafl  thou  forfaken  me  ?" 
Mat,  xxvii.  46.  (7.)  There  were  never  any  imprcffions  of  his 
Father's  wrath  upon  him,  as  there  were  afterwards :  God  never 
delivered  fuch  a  bitter  cup  into  his  hands  before,  as  that  wa^, 
Mat.  xivi.  39.  Lqfify,  There  was  no  death,  to  which  he  wis 
-fubjeA,  in  that  bofom.  All  thefe  things  were  new  things  to- 
Chrifl  5  he  was  above  them  all,  till  for  our  fakes  he  voluntarily  fub- 
jeftcd  himfelf  unto  them.     Thus  you  fee  what  that  ftate  was  not. 

1.  Let  us  confider  it  pofitivelyy  what  It  wa^,  and  guefs  by  fomc 
particular  confiderations  (for  indeed  we  can  but  guefs)  at  the  glory 
of  it ;  as,  ( i .)  We  cantiot  but  conceive  it  to  be  a  llateof  matchlefs 
happnefs,  if  we  confider  the  perfons  enjoying  and  delighting  in 
each  other :  he  was  with  God,  John  i.  i.  God,  you  know,  1ft 
the  fountain,  ocean  and  centre  of  all  delights  and  jcgps;  Pfal.  xvi. 
II.  **  In  thy  prefenceis  fulnefs  of  joy."  To  be  wrapt  up  in  the 
foul  and  bofom  of  all  delights,  as  Chrifl  was,  muft  needs  be  a 
flate  tranfcending  apprehenfion ;  to  have  the  fountain  of  love  and 
delight  letting  out  itfelf  fo  immediately,  and  fully,  and  everlaft- 
ingly,  upon  this  only  begotten  darling  of  his  foul,  fo  as  it  never 
did  communicate  itfelf  to  any ;  judge  what  a  flate  of  tranfcendenit 
felicity  this  muit  be.     Great  perfons  have  great  delights. 

(2.)  Or  if  we  confider  the  intimacy,  deamefs,  yea,  onenefs.  of 
thofe  great  perfons  one  with  anothef  :  the  nfearer  the  union,  th« 
fweetcr  the  communion.  Now  Jefus  Chrift  was  not  only  near  and 
dear  to  God,  but  one  with  him  \  «  I  and  tny  Father  are  one,* 
John  X.  30.  one  in  nature,  will,  love  and  delight.  There  is  in- 
deed  a  moral  union  of  fouls  among  men  by  love,  but  this  was  a 
natural  onenefs  \  no  child  is  fo  one  with  his  father,  no  hufband  ib 
one  with  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  no  friend  fo  one  with  hisfriendf  • 
no  foul  fo  one  with  its  body,  as  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  Father  were 
one.  O  what  matchlefs  delights  muft  neceflarily  flow  from  fuch 
a  blefled  union ! 

(3.)  "Confider  again  the  purity  of  that  delight  with  which  th/e 
fole&d  Father  and  Son  embraced  each  other ;  the  beft  creature- 
delights  one  m  another,  are  mixed,  debafed,  and  allayed;  if  there 
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be  iomcthing  nmihing  and  engaging,  there  is  aUbfomething  cloying 
and  diftafting.  The  purer  any  delight  is,  the  m<M^  excellent. 
Now,  there  are  no  chryftal  ftreaxns  flowing  fo  purely  from  the 
fountain,  no  beams  of  light  fo  unmixed  from  the  fun,  as  the  loves 
and  delights  of  thefe  holy  and  glorious  perfons  were :  the  holy^ 
hoty,  holy  Father  embraced  the  thrice  holy  Son  with  a  moft  holy 
delight  and  love. 

(4.)  Confider  the  conftancy  of  this  dtlight :  it  was  from  everlaft-  . 
ing,,  as  in  verfe  23.  and  from  eternity ;  it  never  fuffered  one  mo- 
ment's intem^on.  The  overflowing  fountain  of  God's  delight 
and  love,  never  ftopped  its  courfe,  never  ebbed ;  but  as  he  fpeakt 
in  the  text,  «  I  was  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing  always  before 
<<  him."  Once  more,  confider  the  fuinefs  of  that  delight,  the  per- 
fieAion  of  that  pleafure ;  /  nvas  delights :  fo  the  word  is  in  its  origin 
nal;  not  only  plural,  Jeligbts,  all  delight jy  but  alfo  in  the  abftra^ 
deligbi  itfelf :  as  afterwarob  from  the  abundance  of  his  fbrrows,  he 
was  ftiled,  a  man  of  forrows  j  fb  here,  fi:om  the  frilnefs  of  his  de- 
lights :  as  though  you  ihould  fay,  even  conftituted  and  made  up  of 
pleafure  and  delight. 

3.  Once  more,  let  us  confider  it  comparatively^  and  this  ftate 
will  yet  appear  more  glorious,  comparing  it  with  either  the  choiceft 
delights  that  one  creature  takes  in  another,  or  that  God  takes 
m  the  creature,  or  that  the  creatures  take  in  God :  meafure 
thefe  immenfe  delights  betwbct  the  Father  and  his  Son,  by  either 
of  theie  lines,  and  you  fhall  find  them  infinitely  fhort :  For,  (i.) 
Though  the  delights  that  creatures  take  in  each  other,  be  fome- 
times  a  great  delight ;  fuch  was  Jacob's  delight  in  Benjamin,  whofe 
life  is  fa^  to  be  hound  up  in  the  lad*s  life^  a  dear  and  high  expreffion» 
Gen.  xliv.  30.  Such  was  that  of  Jonathan  in  David,  whofe  foul 
was  knit  with  his  foul,  <<  and  he  loved  him  as  his  own  ibul,**  x 
Sam.  xiii.  i.  and  fuch  is  the  delight  of  one  friend  in  another; 
"  there  is  a  friend  that  is  as  a  man's  own  foul,"  Deut.  xiii.  (J.  yet 
all  this  is  but  creature-delight,  and  can  in  no  particular  equal  the 
delights  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  for  this  is  but  a  finite  de-i 
light,  according  to  the  meafure  ^nd  abilities  of  creatures,  but  that 
is  infinite,  fuitable  to  the  infinite  perfe^'on  of  the  divine  Being : 
this  is  always  mixed,  that  perfeftly  pure.  (2.)  Or  if  you  compare 
it  with  the  delight  that  God  takes  in  the  creatures ;  it  is  confefled 
that  God  takes  great  delight  in  fome  creatures.  *<  The  Lord 
«  takes  pleafure  in  his  faints,  he  rejoices  over  them  with  finging ! 
"  andrdtethm  his  love,"  Zeph.  iii.  17.  Ifa.  Ixii.  5.  But  yet  there 
is  a  great  difiirence  betwixt  Ws  delight  in  creatures,  and  his  de- 
lights in  Chrift ;  for  all  hl«  ^  .light  in  the  faints  is  fecondary^  and 
for  Chrift's  fake ;  but  his  ^  :  its  in  Chrift  are  prirnary,  and  for 
his  own  fake :  we  arc  accept  v.  at  the  beloved,  Eph.  i.  6.  he  is  b** 
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loved,  «id  accepted  for  himfcif.  (3.)  To  conclude,  compare  it 
once  more  with  the  delights  that  the  bcft  of  creatures  take  in  God, 
and  Chrift,  and  it  muft  be  confefled  that  is  a  choice  delight,  and 
a  tranfccndent  love,  with  which  they  love  and  delight  in  him  ;• 
E&L  bcxiii.  25.  "  Whom'  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  c^ 
«  earth  there  is  none  I  deiirc  befides  thee.**  What  papgs  of  love, 
what  raptures  of  delight  did  the  fpoufe  exprefi  to  Chrift  ?  *<  O  thou 
«*  whom  my  foul  loveth  !" '  But  furely  our  delight  in  God  is  no 
perfetEt  rule  to  meafure  his  delight  in  Chrift  by :  fo|"  our  love  ta 
God  (at  the  beft)  is  ftil!  imperfed ;  that  is  the  INsq^en  and  con* 
ftaat  complaint  of  faints,  but  this  is  perfect ;  ours  is  inconftant,  up 
and  down,  ebbing  and  flowing,  but  this  is  cpnftant.  So  then,  to 
conclude,  the  condition  and  ftate  of  Jefus  Chrift  before  his  incar* 
nation,  was  a  ftate  of  the  hlgheft  and  matchlefi  dej^ght,  in  the  en<» 
joyment  of  his  Father.    The  ufes  foflotv. 

IJfe  of  Information. 

INFEEENCB    I. 

*    • 

What  an  aflx>nifhing  aft  of  love  was  this  then,  for  the  FaAer 
to  give  the  delight,  the  darling  of  Kis  foul,  out  of  his  very  bofom, 
for  poor  iinners  !  all  tongues  muft  needs  paufe  and  falter,  that  at-^ 
tempt  tixe  expreffion  of  his  grace,  exprefEons  being  here  fwallow- 
ed  up :  «*  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
«*  Son,*'  John  iii.  i6l  Here  js  a  ^r  without  a  ^^icw/ ;  fo  loved 
diem:  how  did  he  love  them?  nay,  here  you  muft  excufe  the 
tongues  of  angels ;  which  of  us  would  deliver  a  child,  the  child.of 
our  delights,  an  only  child,  to  deatl^  for  the  greateft  inheritance 
in  the  world  ?  what  tender  parent  can  endure  a  parting  pull  with 
fuch  a  child  ?  when  Hagar  was  taking  her  laft  leave  (as  fhe  thought) 
of  her  Iflimael,  Gen.  xxi.  16.  the  text  faith,  "  flue  went  and  fat 
««  her  down  over  agaihft  him,  a  good  way  off:  for  Ihe  faid.  Let 
«'  me  not  fee  the  death  of  the  child.  And  fhe  fat  over-againft 
<*  him,  and  lift  up  her  voice,  and  wept  :**  though  fhe  were  none 
of  the  beft  of  mothers,  nor  he  the  beft  of  children,  yet  Ihe  could 
not  give  up  the  child.  O  it  was  hard  to  part !  what  an  outcry  did 
JDavid  make,  even  Jor  an  Abfalom  !  wiihing  he  had  died  for  him. 
What  a  hole  (as  I  may  fay)  h^th  the  death  of  fome  children  made 
in  the  hearts  of  fome  parents,  which  will  never  be  doled  up  in 
this  world  ?  yet  furely,  never  did  any  child  lie  fb  clofe  to  a  parentis 

*  Am9  Ut  Domim,  plufftuam  mfu,  plu/fuam  meoy  piufquam  me,  i.  e.  O  l/ordf  1  love 
diee  above  all  my  relations,  above  all  that  is  mine,  above  myfelf*  JBtrm. 
'    Snppofa  (faith  «ie)  tiLez«  were  a  hell  betwixt  me  and  Chrift,  a»d  Chfllft  fb«ii^ 
fry,  poUn  tbf  Si9Qt  9Md  eottt  through)  ^r  thmi  ihalt  havft  n^iutoi  xa^  wiu44 1  nm- 
do  it. 
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heart,  as  Chrift  did  to  his  Father's ;  and  yet  he  willingly  parts  with 
him)  though  his  only  one^  the  Son  of  his  delights,  and  that  to 
death,  a  curicd  death,  for  finnelTs,  for  the  worft  of  finners.  O 
miratida  Dei  philanthropia  !  O  the  admirable  love  of  God  to  men  f 
matchlefi  love  !  a  love  paft  finding  out !  Let  all  men,  therefore,' 
in  the  bufincfi  of  their  redemption,' give  equal  glory  to  the  Farther 
with  the  Son,  John  v.  13.  if  the  Father  had  not  loved  thee,  htt 
had  never  parted  with'fach  a  Son  for  thee. 

INFERBNCE    2. 

From  one  wonder  let  our  fouls  turn  to  another,  for  they  are 
now  in  the  midft  of  wonders  :  adore,  and  be  for  ever  aftoniihed 
at  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  poor  finners  \  that  ever  he  fhould 
confent  to  leave  fuch  a  bofom,  and  the  ineffable  delights  that  were, 
there,  for  fuch  poor  worms  as  we  are.  Oh  the  heights,  depths^' 
lengths,  and  breadths  of  unmeafurabic  love  I  O  fee,  Rom.  v.  6^ 
7, 8.  read^  and  wonder ;  how  is  the  love  of  Chrift  commended  in 
raviflimg  circumftances  to  poor  finners  !•  You  would  be  loth  to 
leave  a  creature's  bofooii  a  comfortable  dwelling,  a  fair  eftate  for 
the  beft  friend  in  the  world  \  your  fouls  are  loth  to  leave  their 
bodies,  though  they  have  no  fuch  great  content  there  \  but  which» 
of  you,  if  ever  you  found  by  experience  what  it  is  to  be  in  the  bo- 
fom of  God  by  divine  communion,  would  be  perfuaded  to  leave 
fuch  a  bofom  for  all  the  good  that  is  in  the  world?  and  yet  Jefus 
Chrift  who  was  embraced  in  that  bofom  after  another  manner  than 
ever  you  were  acquainted  with,  freely  left  it,  and  laid  down  the 
glory  and  riches  he  enjoyed  there,  for  your  fakes  ;  and  as  the  Fa- 
Acr  loved  him  ;  even  fo  (believers)  hath  he  loved  you,  John  xvii. 
22.  What  manner  of  love  is  this !  Who  ever  loved  as  Chrift 
loves?  Who  ever  denied  himfelf  for  Chrift,  as  Chrift  denied  him- 
felf  for  us  ? 

INFERENCfi    3. 

Hence  we  are  informed.  That  intereft  in  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  true 
way  to  all  ^Iritual  preferment  in  heaven.  Do  you  covet  to  be  in 
the  heart,  in  the  favour  and  delight  of  God  ?  Get  intereft  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  you  fhall  prefently  be  there.  What  old  Ifrael  faid  of 
the  children  of  his  beloved  Jofeph,  Thy  children  are  my  children  ; 
the  iame  God  faith  of  all  the  dear  children  of  Chrift,  Gen.  xlviii. 
5>  9.    Tou  fee. among  men,  all  things  are  carried  by  intereft: 

Vol.  I. G 

•  It  If  adinirable  that  Chrift  fhould  not  only  pnt  himfelf  out  of  comfort,  but  alfo 
from  the  CDJoymcnt  of  that  manifelled  glory  and  honour  he  might  have  retained  to 
■Mtlf ;  for  he  prayeth  here  for  that  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father  from  the 
hcginfitDg  of  the  world :  he  had  it  io  rijfbt^  but  not  in  peffeffion :  hc^Toiuntarily  diTcft^ 
id  himidttof  that  to  accompliih  ow  redemption.    Burgtfi  m  Ji^h  zviL  19.. 
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peribns  nfejn  tUs  world  a$  they  are  befriended ;  preferment  goes 
by  favour :  So  'tis  in  heaven,  po^fons  are  preferred  according  to 
their  intereft  in  the  beloved,  £ph*  i.  9.  Chrift  is  the  great  favou- 
rite in  heaven  :  his  image  upon  your  fouls,  and  his  name  in  your 
prayers,  makes  both  accepted  with  God. 

INFERENCE  4. 

How  worthy  is  Jefiis  Chrifl:  of  all  oiu*  love  and  delights  ?  You 
fee  how  infinitely  the  Father  delighteth  in  him,  how  he  ravifhes 
the  heart  of  God  ;  and  fhall  he  not  ravifh  our  hearts  ?  I  fM*efent 
you  a  Chriil  this  day,  able  to  ravifh  any  ibul  that  will  but  view 
and  coniider  ium.  O  that  you  did  but  fee  this  lovely  I^ord  Jefus 
vhrifl !  Then  would  you  go  home  fick  of  love :  furely  he  is  a 
drawing  Saviour,  John  xii.  32.  Why  do  ye  hvifh  awa^  your 
precidus  affections  upon  vanity :  None  but  Chrift  is  worthy  of 
them :  when  you  fpend  your  precious  affefUons  upon  other  ob- 
jeAs,  what'is  it  but  to  dig  for  drofs  with  golden  mattocks  ?  The 
Lord  direSf  our  hearts  into  the  love,  of  Chrijt.  O  that  our  hearts, 
Ibved  and  delights  did  meet  and  concentre  with  the  bealt  of  God 
in  diis  moil  blefled  objedl  I  O  let  him  that  left  God^s  bofom  for  you, 
lie  embofomed  by  you,  though  yours  be  nothing  to  God's }  he  that 
left  God's  bofom  for  you,  deferves  ypurs. 

INFERENCE   5. 

If  Chriflbe  the  beloved  darling  of  the  Father^s  foul,  think  what 
a  grievous  and  infufferable  thing  it  is  to  the  heart  of  God,  to  fee  his 
dear  Son  defpifed,  flighted,  and  rejefted  by  finncrs  :  verily,  there  is 
lio  fuch  cut  to  the  heart  of  God  in  the  whole  world.  Unbelievers 
trample  upon  God's  darling,  tread  under  foot  him  that  eternally 
liy  m  his  bofom,  Hcb.  x.  29.  Smite  the  Apple  of  his  eye,  and 
how  God  will  bear  this,  that  parable.  Mat.  xxi.  37,  to  40,  will  in- 
form you.;  furely  he  will  miferably  deflxoy  fuch  wretched  finners. 
If  you  would  fhi'dy  to  do  God  the  greatefl  defpight,  there  is  none 
like  this.  What  a  difmal  word  is  that ;  i  Cor.  xvi.  22.  **  If  any 
<<  man  love  not  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  let  him  be  Anathema  Ma- 
•*  ranatha,"  (i.  e.)  let  the  great  curfe  of  God  He  upon  that  man 
tBl  the  Lord  come.  O  linners !  you  fhall  one  day  know  the  price 
of  this  fin ;  you  fhall  feel  what  it  is  to  dcfpife  a  Jefus,  that  is  able 
to  compel  love  from  the  hardeft  heart.  O  that  you  would  flight 
him  no  more  !  O  that  this  day  your  hearts  might  fall  in  love  with 
him  !  I  tell  you,  if  you  would  fet  your  love  to  fale,  none  bids  fo 
fair  for  it  as  Chrifl. 

2.   Ufe  of  Exhortation 

I .  To  faints :  If  Chrifl  lay  eternally  m  this  bofom  of  Ipve,  and  yet 
^as  content  to  forfake  and  leave  it  for  yourfakcsj  then,  {i.)Beyou 
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ready  to  forfake  and  leave  aU  the  comforts  you  have  on  earth  for 
Chrift:  £imous  Galleacms  left  aU  ibr  this  enjoyment.  Mofes 
left  all  the  glory  of  Egypt :  Peter,  and  the  other  Apoftles  left  all» 
Lnke  xvin.  28*  But  what  have  we  to  leave  for  Chrift  in  comr 
parifon  of  what  he  left  for  its?  Surely  Chrift  is  the  higheft  pat- 
tern of  iclf-denial  in  the  world.  (2.)  Let  this  confirm  your  faith 
in  prayer:  If  he,  that  has  fuch  an  intereft  in  the  heart  of  God, 
imercede  with  Ae  Father  for  you,  then  n^ver  doubt  of  audieni^ 
and  acce];Aance  with  him ;  furely  you  ihall  btf  accepted  through 
the  beloved,  Eph.  i.  6.  Chrift  was  never  d^ed  any  thing  that 
he  aikedj  John  xi.  42.  the  Father  hears  him.  always  \  though 
you  are  not  worthy,  Chrift  is,  and  he  ever  lives  to  make  inter- 
ceffioD  for  you,  Heb.  vii.  25. 

(3.)  Let  this  encourage  thy  iieart,  O  faint,  in  a  dying  hoor^  and 
not  ^y  xEokA  {bSe*  patient  in  death,  but  in  a  holy  mamier  mu^ 
patient  till  thou  be  gone ;  for  whither  b  thy  foul  now  going,  but 
to  chat  bofom  of  love  whence  Chri&  came  ?  J<^  xviii  24.  ^  Fsn 
^(  ther,  I  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with 
<«  me  where  I  am :''  and  where  b  he  but  in  that  bofom  of  gloiy 
and  love  where  he  lay  before  the  world  wasf  ver.  5.  O  thor  let 
every  believer.  encQurs^e  hb  foul  \  comfort  ye  one  another  with 
thefo  words,  I  am  leaaring  the  bofom  of  a  creature,  I  am  going  t» 
the  bofom  of  God. 

2«  To  finnerSf  exhorting  them  to  embrace  the  bofom-fon  o£ 
God:  Poor  Wretches!  Whatever  you  are,  or  have  becni  what4> 
ever  guilt  or  difcouragement  at  prefent  you  lie  under;  embrace 
Chrift,  who  b  fireely  oSFered  to  you,  and  you  (hall  be  as  dear  to  God 
as  the  holteft  and  moft  enunent  believer  in  the  world :  but  if  yoa 
fiill  conJtinue  to  deipife  and  negleA  fuch  a  Saviour,  forer  wrath  b 
treafured  up  for  you  than  other  finners,  even  fomething  wosfe 
thaa  dying  withput  mercy,  Heb.  x.  28.  O  that  thefe  difcovertes 
and  overtures  of  Chrift  may  never  come  to  fuch  a  fatal  ifliicvnth 
any  of  your  foub,  in  whofe  eyes  lu«  glory  h^^th  been  thit  day 
opened!  ... 
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SERMON    ni/ 

Opens  t^e  Covenant  of  Redemption  betwixt  the  Father  and  tlie 
Redeemer, 

IsA.  lii).   12. 

^l)er4Jwe  nmU  I  divide  him  «r  portion  ivlth  the  great y  and  hefiaU  di^ 
Hrtde  tbefpoil  noith  thejlrongy  Jbecaufe  he  hath  poured  out  his  fitd  un^ 
to  death :  emd  he  was  numbered  with  the  iranfgreJforSi  and  he  hare 
the  Jin  of  tnanyt  and  made  intcrceffion  for  the  tranfgrejfors, 

IN  this  chapter,  the  gofpel  feems  to  be  epitomized  ;  the  fubjcft- 
matter  pf  it  is  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  the  glorious/ iffuc 
tkereof:  by  readmg  of  it,  the  Eunuch  of  oM,  and  many  Jews 
£nce»  hatfe  been  converted  to  Chrift*  Chrift  is  here  confidcred 
4>bfohtelfj  TinA  relatively ;  Abfolutely,  aiid  fb  his  innocency  is  mduC* 
triouily  vindicated,  vcr.  9.  Though  he  fufffered  grievous  things, 
yet  not  for  hisf  own  fins,  "  for  he  had  done  no  violence,  neither 
««'  was  any  deceit  ki  Ins  moiith  ;*'  but  rehtivdy  confidcred  in  the 
capacity  of  a  furcty  for  us :  fo  the  juftice  of  God  is  fo  fully  vindicat- 
ed in  his  fofierings  ;  ve»»  6.  «  The  Lord  barth  laid  upon  him  the 
**  iniquity  of  us  all."  How  he  cam^  to  fuftain  this  capacity  and 
rcl^tibn  o£  a  furety  for  us,  is  in  thefe  ycrfes  plainly  affcrted  to  be 
by  his  compaft  and  agreement  with  his  Father,*  before  the  workls 
were  made,  verlc  10,  1 1,  i2.  • 

In  this  verfe  we  have,  i.  His  work.  2.  Hfs  reward.  3.  The 
reTpeft  or  relation  of  each  to  the  olher.  ( i .)  His  work,  which  was 
indeed  a  hard  work,  to  pour  ort  his  fiul  unio  deaths  aggravated  hy 
the  companions,  with  whom,  being  numberfd  with  franfgrejfors  ;  the 
capacity  in  which,  bearing  all  die  fins  of  the  ele^,  "  be  bare  the 
f*  fins  of  many  j'*  and  by  the  manner  of  his  bearing  it,  wz-,  meek- 
ly, and  forgivingly^  «  he  made  interceffion  for  the  tranfgreffors  ^'* 
This  was  his  work.  (2.)  The  reward  or  fruit  which  is  promifed 
him  for  this  work,  "  therefore  will  I  divide  him  a  portion  with 
^  the  great,  and  he  will  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong  •,"  where- 
in is  a  plain  allufion  to  conquerors  in  war,  for  whom  are  i*cferved 
the  richeft  garments,  and  moft  honourable  captives  to  follow  the 

•  N^n^Ms  Orthodox  Evangeiifi^  p.  41.  Tbc  call  of  the  Lord  Jefus  unto  oSicc,  in- 
cludes e]c(5tion  on  the  Father's  part,  and  acceptation  on  the  MediatorV  part,  and  it 
fet  -down  after  the  manner  of  mutual  tranfadion  between  God  and  ChriH ;  whereby 
he  -^Y  defigned  thereunto,  as  it  were  by  way  of  covenant.  If  his  foul  fliould  fet 
itfelf  an  oflfering  for  fin,  (for  fo,  according  to  the  original,  do  gt>od  authors  read  the 
tat)  **  he  (Iiall  (ee  his  feed,  prolong  his  days,  axid  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  {hall  prof- 
**  per  in  his  hand,"  rcrfc  la 
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conqueror,  as  an  addition  to  his  magnificence  and  triiunph ;  thefe 
were  wont  to  come  after  them  in  chains,  Ifa  xk.  14.  fee  Judges  ▼. 
3.  (3.)  The  refpeA  or  relation  betwixt  that  work  and  this  triumph ; 
fome  will  have  this  work  to  have  no  other  relation  to  that  glory, 
than  a  mere  antecedent  to  a  confequoit :  others  give  it  the  refpe^t 
and  relation  of  a  meritorious  caufe  to  a  reward.  Tis  well  obferv- 
ed  by  Dr  Featly,  that  the  Hebrew  particle  pb  which  we  render 
therefore^  noting  order,  is  not  worth  fo  much  contention  about  it, 
uriiether  it  be  the  order  of  cafuality^  or  mere  antecedency  ;  neither 
do  I  forefee  any  abfurdity  in  calling  Chrift's  exaltation  the  reward 
^nd  fruit  of  his  humiliation  :  however,  'tis  plain,  whether  one  of 
4>ther,  'tis  that  the  Father  here  agrees^  and  promifes  to  give  liim,  if 
he  will  undertake  the  redemption  of  the  eleA,  by  pouring  out  hii 
ibul  unto  death ;  of  all  which  this  is  the  plain  refult : 

DoA«  That  the  huftnefs  of  mati^ s  fdvatiou  fjum  tranfaSfed  upon  cavi^ 
nant-4ertnSy  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son^  from  aU  eternity. 

I  would  not  here  be  miftaken,  as  though  I  were  now  to  treat  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  made  in  Chrift  betwixt  God  and  us  \  it  is 
not  the  covenant  of  grace,  but  of  redemption,  I  am  now  to  fpeak 
to,  which  differs  from  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  regard  of  the^ 
^derates  ;  in  Ais,  it  is  God  the  Father,  and  Jefus  Chrift,  that  mu- 
tually covenant ;  in  that,  it  is  God  and  man :  th^y  differ,  alfo  in 
ihz preceptive  part;  in  this  it  is  required  of  Chrift >that  he  fhould 
flied  his  blood,  in  that  it  is  required  of  us  that  we  believe.  They 
alfo  differ  in  ihtxr  promifes  ;  in  this,  God  promifes  to  Chrift  a  name 
above  every  name,  ample  dominion  from  fea  to  fea ;  in  that,  to  usj 
grace  and  glory :  fo  that  thefe  are  two  diftinft  covenants.* 

The  fubftance  of  this  covenant  of  redemption  is,  dialogue-wife, 
cxpreflcd  to  usin  Ifa;  xlix.f  where  (as  divines  have  well  obferved) 
Chrift  begins j  at  the  firft  and  fecond  verfes,  and  fliews  his  com- 
mifiion,  telling  liis  Father,  how  he  had  both  called,  and  prepared 
him  for  the  work  of  redemption  5  The  Lord  hath  called  me  from  the 
nvomh — he  hath  made  my  mouth  like  a  Jbarp  fword^  and  made  me  apo^ 
lybedfbaftf  &c.  y.  d.  by  reafon  of  that  fuperabundant  meafiire  of 
the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  power  wherewith  I  am  anointed  and  filled  \ 
my  do<3rine  fhs^,  as  a  fword,  pierce  the  hearts  of  finners ;  yea, 
Hke  an  arrow,  drawn  to  the  head,  ftrike  deep  into  fouls  ftanding 
at  a  great  diftance  from  God  and  godlinefs. 

*  The  author  writes  in  the  popular  ftylc  of  the  Uft  age  Howcvtr,  later  wri- 
tcri,  for  fcry  nnportant  reafona,  have  rqcAcd  the  diftindion  as  not  only  inacc«rate» 
but  as  pregnant  with  confequences  highly  inimical  to  the  fovcr^ignty  of  grace.  Sec 
IVitfius  de  Oecmomia  faderum,  Bojions  JTirw  oftha  Csvenaat  of  Grace,  and  Gi^*s  Sacred 
ContempUiioms,     Editbr. 

t  Ti*  Goodwin's  Trittnph  of  Faith. 
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,  Haykiig  told  God  how  ready,  and  fit  he  was  for  his  iervice,  he 
will  know  of  him  what  reward  he  (hall  have  for  his  work,  for  he 
rdblves  his  bl<kxl  fhall  not  be  undervalued;  hereupon,  verfe  3.* 
Ac  Father  offers  him  the  e\t&  of  lirael  for  his  reward,  bidding  low 
at  firft  (as  they  that  make  bargains  ufe  to  do)  and  only  offers  him 
that  fmall  remnant,  ftill  intending  to  bid  higher :  but  Chrift  wttt 
not  be  fatisfied  with  thefe,  he  values  his  blood  higher  than  fo: 
therefore,  in  verfe  4.  he  is  brought  in  complaining,  <«  I  have  la- 
«<  boured  in  vain,  and  /pent  my  ftrength  for  nought/*  q.  d  T^lm 
h  but  a  fmall  reward  for  {o  great  a  fuffering  as  I  muft  undergo  | 
my  blood  is  much  more  wordi  than  this  comes  to,  and  will  be  iii£- 
ficientto  redeem  all  the  eleA  difperfed  among  the  ifles  of  the  Gen* 
tiks,  as  well  as  the  loft  iheep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.  Hereupon 
the  Father  comes  up  hi^er,  and  tells  him,  he  intends  to  reward  . 
him  better  than  fo ;  and  therefore,  verfe  6.  fays,  «<  It  is  a  light 
<^  thing  that  thou  ihouldft  be  my  fervant  to  raile  up  the  tribes  of 
^  Jacob,  void  to  reftore  the  preferved  of  Ifrael :  I  will  alfo  give. 
<<  tb^  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles^  that  thou  mayeft  be  my  falva- 
<<  tion  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.''  Thus  is  the  treaty  carried  oa 
betwixt  them,  tranfafting  it  after  the  manner  of  men.         ' 

Now,  to  open  this  great  point,  we  will  here  confider,  (i.)Thc 
pcrfons  traDiadling  one  witli  another.  (2.)  The  bufinefe  tranfaft- 
cd.  (3.)  The  quality  and  manner  of  the  tranfaition^  which  is 
fcderaL  (4.)  Tne  artidcs  to  which  they  agree.  (5.)  How  ea^ 
peribn  performs  his  engagement  to  the  other.  Andt  Lafifyf  The 
antiquity  or  eternity  of  this  covenant-tranlaftion. 

(i.)  .The  perfons  tranfadUng  and  dealing  with  each  other  in 
this  covenant;  and  indeed  they  are  great  perfons,  God  the  Father, 
and  God  the  Son  ;  the  former  as  a  Creditor^  and  the  latter  as  a 
Sureiv.  The  Father  ftands  upon  fatisfa£tion,  the  Son  engages  to 
gvye  It.  If  it  be  demanded,  why  the  Father  and  the  Spirit  might 
not  asL  well  have  treated  upon  our  redemption,  as  tlie  Father  and 
Son !  It  is  aniwered,  Chrift  is  the  natural  Sonof  God»  and  there- 
fore fitteft  to  make  us  the  adopted  fons  of  God.  Chrift  alfo  is  the 
middle  perfon  in  the  Trinity,  and  tlierefore  fitteft  to  be  the  me* 
difttor  and  middle  perfon  betwixt  us  and  God.  *  The  Spirit 
hath  another  office  afiigned  him,  even  to  apply,  ^  Chrift's  vice- 
gerent, the  redemption  deflgned  by  the  Father^  and  purchafed  by 
the  Son  for  us. 

(2.)  The  buCnefs  tranfafted  betwixt  them  j  and  that  was  the** 
redemptioa  and  recovery  of  all  God's  eleA:  our  etpmal  happlnefs 
by  now  befove  them,  our  deareft  and  everlaftins  concerns  were 
now  in  their  haads  :  the  eleA  (though  not  yet  in  Deing)  are  here 

*  rWr Robert's  MediMa  JSiL  p,  1577,  et  Itf.  W^,  p.  S3»84* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


SeKU.  in.  The  FcuntoM  of  Itfe.  5^ 

coafidered  as  exiftent,  yea,  and  a$  iallen,  niferablei  fbrlom 
creatures: f  How  thefe  may  again  be  reftored  to  happinefs  f/a/va 
jufhtta  Dei)  ¥rithout  prejudice  to  the  hoDcnir,  juftice  said  truth  of 
Gk)d ;  this,  this  is  the  buOnefs  that  lay  fadbre  them. 

(3.)  For  the  maimer,  or  quality  of  the  tranfa£HofV  it  wta/ede* 
raly  or  of  the  nature  of  a  covenant ;  it  was  by  mutua)  engagements 
and  ftipulations,  each  perfon  undertaking  ta  perform  hH  part,  in 
order  to  our  recovery.  ' 

We  find  each  perfon  undertaking  for  himfelf  by  folemn  pro« 
nufo}  the  Father  promtfeth  that  he  will  «  hold  his  hand,  and 
«  keep  him,^  lia.  xlii.  6.  The  Son  promiieth  he  will  obey  his  Fa^ 
ther's  call  to  fuffering,  and  «  not  be  rebellious,"  Ifa.  1.  5.  And^ 
having  promifed,  each  holds  the  other  to  his  engagement.  The 
Father  ftands  upon  the  fatisfafticm  promiied  him  $  and,  when  the 
payment  was  making,  he  will  not  abate  him  one  farthing,  Rom* 
-vfij.  3  a.  "  God  fparcd  not  his  own  Son,'*  1.  e.  he  abated  nothing 
of  the  fun  price  he  was  to  have  at  his  hands  for  us. 

And,  as  the  Father  ftood  ftri£tiy  upon  the  terms  of  the  cove« 
nant,  fo  did  Chrtft  alfo  \  John  xviL  45.  «  I  have  glorified  diee 
^  on  esrth,  (faith  he  to  the  Father)  I  have  finished  the  work 
<<  thou  gaveft  me  to  do  j  and  now.  Father,  glorify  me  with  thine 
«  own  raf."  As  if  he  hadfidd.  Father,  the  work  is  done,  now 
where  is  the  wa^es  I  was  promi&d  ?  I  call  for  gkny  as  my  due,  as 
much  my  due  as  the  hire  of  the  labourer  is  his  due,  when  his  work 
is  done. 

4.  More  particolarly  5  we  will  next  confider  the  articles  to  which 
they  do  both  agree  \  or,  what  it  is  thai  each  perfon  doth  for  him* 
ielf  pronnfe  to  the  other.  And,  to  let  us  fee  how  much  the  Father's 
heart  is  engaged  in  the  falvation  of  poor  finners,  there  are  five 
things  which  he  promifcth  to  do  for  Chrift,  if  he  will  undertake 
that  work. 

Fir/I  J  He  proirifeth  to  inveft  him,  and  anoint  him  to  a  three- 
fold office,  anfwenible  to  the  mifery  that  lay  upon  the  eledt,  as  {9 
many  bars  to  all  communion  with,  and  enjoyment  of  God ;  for,  if 
ever  man  be  reftored  to  that  happinefs,  the  blindnefs  of  his  mind 
taaaSk  be  cured,  the  guilt  of  fin  expiated,  and  Ks  captivity  to  fin 
led  captive :  anfwerably,  Chrift  muft,  «  of  God,  be  made  unto 
•«  us,  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  lanfHfication  and  redemption,**  i 
Cor.^  L  30.     And  he  is  made  fo  to  us  as  our  Proftet^  Priefly  and 

•  The  external  caufc  of  that  fatisfaiftion,  which  the  Father  decreed,  and  the  JJon 
made,  vf^  the  miCerable  (Ute  we  were  in,  upon  the  aocoant  of  our  fins,  which  jufUy 
4fcfui!<|  eternal  pwniihiMttu,  and  bound  us  over  unto  it;  we  being  in  thit  ferlora. 
condidon,  the  God  of  mercy  had  compafiion  on  ns,  and,  for  our  fakes,  the  Son  of 
God  nndowent  aU  that  punifhrnent  'math  we  dcferved  to  fnfier ;  in  ordcf  that  we . 
M^ght  be  reftored  to  our  firft  bappine&   Symif.furUr,  TbfL  p.  350* 
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King;  but  be  could  not  put  faimfelf  into  either  of  thefe  ;  fbr  if  fo, 
he  had  a£ted  without  commiffioiiy  and  confequently  all  he  did  had 
beeninvalid ;  Heb.  v.  5^.  <<  Chrift  glorified  not  himfelf  to  be  made  an, 
•'  High-prieft,.  but  he  that  faid  unto  him,' "Thou  art  niy  Son/*  A 
commUIion  therefore  to  a£t  authoritativelyy  in  thefe  officef;,  b^ng 
neceflary  to  our  recovery,  the  Father  engages  to  him  to  feal  him 
liich  a  threefold  commiilion. 

He  promifcth  to  inveft  lum  with  an  eternal  and  royal  Prieilhood,  • 
PfaL  ex.  4.  «  The  Lord  hath  fwom,  and  will  not  rq)ent  \  Thou 
«*  art  a  prioft  fbr  ever,  after  the  order  of  Mclchifedec.**  This 
Melchifedec  being  King  of  Righteoufnefs,  andkingof  So/rm,  that' 
is.  Peace,  had  a  royal  priefthood  ;  and  his  defcent  not  being  reck- 
oned, it  had  an  adumbration  of  eternity  in  it,  and  fo  was  more 
apt  to  type  and  fhadow  forth  the  priefthood  of  Ciurift  than  Aaron's 
was,  Heb.  vii.  16,  17,  24,  25.  as  the  apoftle  accommodates  them 
there. 

He  promiieth  moreover  to  make  him  a  Prophet,  and  that  an 
extraordinary  one,  even  the  Prince  of  prophets;  the  chief 
Shepherd,  as  much  fuperior  to  all  others,  as  the  fun  is  to  the  lefler 
ilars  \  fo  you  h^ve  it>  Ifa.  xlii.  6,  7.  «  I  will  give  thee  for  a 
«<  light  to  the  Gentiles,  to  open  the  blind  eyes,**  (5*r. 

And  not  only  fo,  but  to  make  him  king  alio,  and  that  of  the 
whole  empire  of  the  world ;  fo  Pfal.  ii.  6,  7,  8.  «  Alk  of  me,  and 
«<  I  will  give  thcle  the  Heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  ut^ 
•*  moft  ends  of  tne  earth  for  thy  poflefRon."  Thus  he  promifeth 
to  qualify  and  fumifh  him  completely  fbr  the  work,  by  his  inveiii* 
ture  with  this  threefold  office. 

Secondly f  And  forafinuch  as  he  knew  it  was  a  hard  and  difficult 
work  his  Son  was  to  undertake,  a  work  that  vfovM  have  broken 
f  the  backs  of  all  the  angels  in  heaven,  and  men  on  earth,  had  they 
engaged  in  it ;  therefore  he  promifeth  to  ftand  by  him,  and  aififl 
and  ftrengthen  him  for  it :  fo,  Ifa.  xlii.  5,  6,  7.  *«  I  will  hold  thy 
*«  hand,"  or  take  hold  of  thee  with  my  hand,  for  fo  it  may  be  ren- 
dered, *  ».  e,  I  will  underprop  and  fupport  thy  humanity,  when  it 
is  even  overweighted  with  the  burden  that  is  to  come  upon  it,  and 
ready  to  fink  down  under  it ;  for  fo  you  know  the  cafe  fh>od  with 
him,  Mark  xiv.  34.  and  fo  it  was  foretold  of  him,  Ifa.  liii.  7. 
<«  He  was  opprefled,"  ^f.  and  indeed  the  humanity  needed  ^a 
prop  of  no  lefs  flpength  than  the  infimtc  power  of  the  Godhead  : 
the  fame  promife  you  have  in  the  firfl  verfe  alfo,  «  Behold  my  fer-. 
«  vant  whom  I  uphold." 

Thirdly^  He  promifeth  to  crown  his  work  with  fuccefs^  and 

*  I,  vrhoit  power  is  boundlefs  and  infinite,  will  fo  befriend  and  fupport  thee, 
that  all  ih^  enemies  Hull  not  be  able  to  hurt  thee.     Marht,  on  this  phce. 
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bring  it  to  an.  happy  ifllie,  Ifa.  Ym%  jo.  ««  He  IKall  (pt  his  feed>  he 
"  flxall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafurc  of  the  Lord  fhall  prof- 
^  per  in  his  h^nd."  He  ihall  not  begin,  and  not  finifh  \  he  ihall 
not  *flied  his  invaluable  blood  upon  hazardous  terms ;  but  fhall 
iee  and  reap  the  fweet  fruiu  thereof;  as  the  joyful  mother  forgets 
her  pangs,  when  ihe  delightfuUy  embraces  and  kifies  her  living 
chUd. 

FourtNyy  The  Father  promifeth  to  accept  him  in  his  work,  though 
millions  fhould  eternally  periih,  Ifa*  xlix«  4.  «  Surely  (faith  li^) 
"  my  work  is  with  the  Lord."  And,  verfe  5.  "  I  ihall  te  glori- 
es ous  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord/'  His  faith  had  therein  refpe!^  to 
this  compact  and  promiie.  Accordingly,  the  Father  manifefls  the 
iatisfaAion  he  had  in  hfan,  and  in  Us  work,  even  while  he  was 
about  it  upon  the  earth,  when  there  came  (uch  a  «*  voice  from  the 
«*  excellent  glory,  faying.  This  is  my  bdoved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
«  wellpleafed.". 

Fyiblyj  As  he  engaged  to  revrard  him  highly  for  his  work,  by 
exalting  him  to  fingular  and  fuper-eminent  glory  and  honour,  when 
he  fhookl  have  difpatched  and  finifhed  it.  So  you  read,  PiaL  ii. 
7.  <<  I  will  declare  the  decree ;  the  Lord  hath  fsdd  unto  met  Thou 
^  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee/'  It  is  fpoken  of  t)ie 
day  of  his  refurredlion,  when  he  had  juft  finifhed  his  fuffcriAgs. 
And  fo  the  apofUe  expounds  and  applies  it,  hOs  xiii.  32, 33.  Fpr 
then  did  the  Lord  wipe  away  the  reproach  of  his  crofs,  and  inveft- 
cd  him  withfuch  glory,  that  he  looked  like  himfelf  again.  As.  if 
the  Father  had  faid.  Now  thou  haft  again  recovered  thy  g^ory,  ayd 
this  day  is  to  thee  as  a  new  birth<Kiay. 

Thefe  are  the  encouragements  and  rewards  propofed,  ,and  pro^ 
tnSed  to  him  by  the  Father.  This  was  the  « joy  fet  before  him," 
(as  the  apofUe  phrafeth  it  in  Heb.  xii.  2.)  which  made  hio^fo  pa- 
tiently to  "  endure  the  crofs,  and  defpife  the  fhame." 

And  in  like  manner,  Jefus  Chrifl  reflipulates,  and  gives  his  en- 
gagement to  the  Father  ^  that,  upon  thefe  terms,  he  is  content  to 
be  madeflefh,  todivefl,  as  it  were,  himfelf  of  his  glory,  to  come 
under  the  obedience  and  malediction  of  the  law,  and  not  to  refufe 
any,  the  hardefl  fiifferings  it  fhould  pleafc  his  Father  to  inflict  on 
him.  So  much  is  implied  in  Ifa.  1.  5, 6,  7.  <<  The  Lord  hath  open- 
<<  ed  nune  ear,  and  I  was  not  rebellious,  neither  turned  away 
«  back  5  I  ipve  my  back  to  the  fmiters,  and  my  cheeks  to  them 
<*  that  puUed  oflTthe  hair ;  I  hid  not  my  face  from  fhame  and  fpit- 
€€  ting :  For  the  Lord  God  will  help  mc,  therefore  fliall  I  not  be 
<*  conjfaunded ;  I  have  fet  my  face  as  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I 
«  {baffnox,  be,afhained.''  When  he  faith,  I  was  not  rebellious ^ 
yirr^o  he  meapeth,   t  was  mofl  heartily  willing,  and  content  to 
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accept  the  terms ;  for  there  is  a  Meicfis  in  the  words,  and, much 
more  is  intended  than  expreffed.  And  the  fenfe  of  this  place  is 
well  delivered  to  us  in  other  terms,  Pfal.  xl.  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  •<  Then 
*^  faid  If  Lo  I  come,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  thy  law  is 
«  within  my  heart."  O  fee  with  what  a  fall  confcnt  thc^art  of 
Chrift  clofeth  with  the  Father's  offers  and  propofals  5  like  fomc 
echo^  that  anfwers  your  voice  twice  or  thrice  over.  So  doth 
Chrift  here  anfwer  his  Father's  call,  «  I  come,  I  delight  to  do  thy 
**  will ;  yca^  thy  law  is  in  iny  heart.**  And  thus  you  fee  the  arti- 
cles to  which  they  both  fuhfcribed,  or  the  terms  they  agreed  on. 

(5.)  I  will  briefly  fhew  how  thefe  articles,  and  agreements  were 
on  both  parts,  performed,  and  that  predfely  and  pundhially.  For, 
(i.j  The  Son  having  thus  confented,  accordihgly  he  applies  him- 
fel/to  the  difcharge  of  his  work.  He  took  a  body,  in  it  falfiUed 
all  righteoufaefs,  even  to  a  tittle.  Mat.  iii.  15.  And  at  laft  his 
foul  was  made  an  offering  for  fin,  fo  that  he  could  fay  as  it  is, 
John  xvii.  4.  «*  Father,  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth,  1  have 
«<  fini/hed  the  work  thou  gaveft  me  to  do."  He  went  through 
all  the  parts  of  his  active,  and  pailive  obedience,  cheerfally  and 
•  faithfally.  (2.)  The  Father  made  good  his  engagements  to  Chrift, 
all  along,  with  no  lefe  fiuthfulnefs  than  Chrift  did  his.  He  pro- 
mifed  to  affijt^  and  hold  his  handy  and  fo  he  did;  Luke  xxii.  23. 
«*  And  there  appeared  to  him  an  angel  froxyi  heaven,  ftrengthen- 
«  ing  him."  That  was  one  of  the  foreft  bnmts  that  ever  Chrill 
met  with ;  this  was  feafonable  aid  and  fuccour.  He  promifed  to 
accept  him  in  his  work,  and  that  he  fhould  be  glorious  in  his  eyes ; 
fo  he  did :  for  he  not  only  declared  it  by  a  voice  from  heaven, 
Luke  iii.  22.  **  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
«*  pleafed :"  But  it  was  folly  declared  in  his  refurrcftion  and  aC- 
cenfion,  which  were  a  full  difcharge  and  juftification  of  him.  He  ' 
promifed  him  that  «  He  fhould  fee  his  feed,"  and  fo  he  did  \  for 
his  very  birth-dew  was  as  the  dew  of  the  morning;  and  ever 
imce  his  blood  has  been  fruitful  in  the  world.  He  promifed  glo- 
rioufly  to  reward  and  exalt  him  j  and  fo  he  hath,  Phil.  ii.  9,  10, 
II.  and  that  highly  and  fuper-eminently,  "  giving  him  a  name 
<«  above  every  niime  in  fieaven  and  earth."  Thus  were  the  articles, 
performed. 

(6.)  Lajlly^  ^Vhen  was  this  compaA  made  betwixt  the  Father 
and  the  Son  i  I  anfwer,  it  Dears  date  from  eternity.*  Before  this 
world  was  made,  then  were  his  delights  in  xis,  while  as  yet  we  had 
110  exiftence,  but  only  in  the  infinite  mind  and  purpofe  of  God, 

*  Anteqvam  ah  omnibus  retro  fecuVu  iempora  fiuere  indptrent^  decrevH  JDetu  laiu  tuiu 
fatutit  graiiam  per  Cbriftum  conftrre:  i,  e.  From  all  eternity,  God  dc^rccd  to  bcftow 

«n  ut  the  \\i\  of  falv^tion  througb.  Jcfis  Chrift. 
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triio  had  decreed-  this  for  as  in  Chrift  Jdus^  as  the  Sfpbftle  fpeaks* 
2  Tim.  i.  9.  What  grace  was  that  which  was  given  us  in  Chrift  be- 
fore the  world  began,  but  this  grace  of  redemption,  which  was 
from  everkfting  thus  contrived  and  deiigned  for  us,  in  that  waj 
which  fa0th  been  here  opened  ?  Then  was  the  council,  or  confuU 
tation  of  peace  betwixt  them  both,  as  fome  take  that  fcripture^ 
Zech.vi.  13. 

Next  let  us-  apply  it  to  ourfelves. 

Ufe  I.  The  firft  ufe  that  offers  itfelf  to  us  from  hence,  is  the 
abundant  fiatritj  that  God  hath  given  the  eieSffbr  their falvation^  and 
that  not  only  in  refpeB  of  the  covenant  of  grace  made  nvith  them^  but  alfo 
of  tUs  covenant  ^  redemption  made  with  Chrift  for  them  ;  nvkich  indeed 
is  the  foundation  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  God's  fing^e  pi-omife  is  fc- 
cnrity  enough  to  our  faith,  his  covenant  of  grace  adds,  ex  abundanti^' 
farther  iecurity ;  but  both  thefe  viewed  as  the  effe£b  and  fruits  of 
this  covenant  of  redemption,  make  all  faft  and  fure.  In  the  cove^ 
nant  of  grace,-we  queition  not  the  performance  on  God's  part,  but 
we  ace  often  ftumbled  at  the  grand  defe£b  on  our  parts.  But  when 
we  look  to  the  covenant  of  redemption,  there  is  nothing  to  ftag- 
ger  otir  &ith,  both  the  federates  being  infinitely  able  and  faithful 
to  perform  their  parts ;  fo  that  there  is  no  poifibility  of  a  failure 
there.  Happy  were  it,  if  puzzled  and  perplexed  Chriftians  would 
tum^tbdr  eyes  from  the  defe£b  that  are  in  their  obedience,  to  the 
fbloeis  and  completenefs  of  Chrift's  obedience ;  and  fee  themielves 
complete  in  him,  when  moft  lame  and  defective  in  themfelves. 

2.  Hence  alfo  be  informed,  that  God  the  Father ^  and  God  the  Son^ 
do  mutually  rely  andtriift  to  one  another  in  the  bufinefs  of  our  redemption. 
The  Father  relies  upon  the  Son  for  the  peiformance  of  his  part ; 
as  it  is,  lisu  xlii.  i.  <<  Behold  my  iervant,  whom  I  uphold." 
Montanus  *  turns  it,  on  whom  I  lean  or  depend.  As  if  the  Father 
had  laid,  behold  what  a  faithful  iervant  I  have  chofen,  in  w^om 
my  foul  is  at  refl :  I  know  he  will  go  through  with  his  work,  I 
can  depend  upon  him.  And,  to  fpeak  plain,  the  Father  ib  far 
tmfted  C3irifl,  that  upon  the  credit  of  his  promife  to  come  into  the 
wcHrld,  and  in  the  fiilnefs  of  time  to  become  a  facrifice  for  the  ele6b, 
he  faved  all  the  Old-Teftament  famts,  whofe  faith  alfo  refpedled  a 
Chrifl  to  come ;  with  reference  whereto,  it  is  faid,  Heb.  xi.  39, 
40.  **  That  they  received  not  the  promifes,  God  having  provided 
«  fbme  better  things  for  us,  that  they  without  us  fhould  not  be 
*<  made  perfeft,"  /.  e.  without  Jefus  Chrift  manifefted  in  the  flefh, 
in  our  times ;  though  believed  on,  as  to  come  in  the  flefh,  in  their 
times.  And  as  the  Father  trufted  Chrift,  fo  doth  Chrift,  in  like 
manner^  .depend  upon^  and  truft  his  Father.     For,  having  per- 
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formed  his  part,  and  lei^  the  world  agam,  he  now.  truftelih  his  Fa- 
ther for  the  accomplifhinent  of  that  promife  made  him,  I£u  Iiii«  lo. 
«f  That  he  ihall  fee  his  feed,'*  i^c.  He  depends  upon  his  Father 
for  all  the  elcft  that  are  left  behind,  yet  unrcgencrated,  as  well  aa 
thofe  already  called,  that  they  fhall  be  all  prdcrved  unto  Ae  hca^ 
venly  kingdom,  according  to  that,  John  xvii*  ii.  «*  And  now  I 
•*  am  no  more  in  the  world,  but  thefe  are  in  the  world :  and  I 
<^  come  unto  thee :  holy  Father,  keep,  through  thine  own  name, 
«*  thofe  whom  thou  haft  giVen  me."  And  can  it  be  imagined,  that 
the  Father  will  fail  in  his  truft,  who  every  way  ac(juittcd  hitnielf  fb 
punftually  to  the  Son  ?  It  cannot  be. 

Ufe  3.  Moreover,  hence  we  infer  the  validity  and  unqu^ionable 
fttccefs  ofChriJPs  intercejfton  in  heaven  fir  betievers»  You  read,  Heb, 
vii.  25.  *«  That  he  ever  lives  to  make  interce^Son;  and,  Heb.  xii. 
24.  **  That  his  blood  fpeaks  for  good  things  for  them.**  Now, 
that  his  blood  fhall  obtain  what  it  pleads  in  heaven  for,  is  undoubt- 
ed, and  that  from  the  confideration  of  this  covenant  of  redemp- 
tion»  For  here  yon  fee  that  the  things  hie  now  afks  of  his  Fadier, 
arc  the  very  fame  which  his  Father  promifed  him,  and  covenant- 
ed to  g^ve  him,  before  this  world  was.  So  that,  befides  the  in- 
tercft  of  the  perfon,  the  very  equity  of  the  matter  fpeaks  its  fuc- 
ccfs,  and  requires  performance/  Whatever  he  afks  for  us,  is  as 
due  to  him  atf  the  wages  of  the  hireling,  when  the  work  is  ended ; 
if  the  work  be  dcxie,  and  done  £uthfuUy,  as  the  Father  hath  ac 
knowledged  it  is,  then  the  reward  is  due,  and  diie  immediately ;  and 
no  doubt  but  he  fhall  receive  it  from  the  hands  of  a  righteous*^  God. 

Ufe  4.  Hence,  in  like  manner^  you  may  be  informed  of  the  con^ 
ft/iency  of  grace  nvith  fall  fatisfanion  to  the  juflice  of  God,  The  apoftle, 
a  Tim.  i.  9.  tells  us,  **  "We  are  faved  accordmg  to  his  own  pur- 
**  pofe  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Jefus  Chrift  before  the 
.  "  world  began."  /.  e.  According  to  the  gracious  terms  of  this  co- 
venant of  redemption ;  and  yet  you  fee  notwithfhinding,  how 
fhiftly  God  ftands  upon  fatisfaftion  from  Chrifl ;  fo  then,  grace 
to  us,  and  fatisfa£tiort  to  juftice,  are  not  fo  inconiiftent  as  the 
Socinian  adverfaries  would  make  them ;  what  was  debt  to  Chrift, 
is  grace  to  us  :  when  you  hear  men  cry  out.  Here  is  grace  indeed ! 
pay  me  all,  and  I  will  forgive'  you ;  remember,  how  all  mouths  are 
ftopt  with  that  one  text,  Rom.  iii.  24.  "  Being  jufHfied  freely  by 
*<  his  grace ;"  and  yet  he  adds,  «  through  the  redemption  that  is 
«  in  Chrift." 

Ufe  5.  Again,  Hence  judge  of  the  antiquity  of  the  love  of  God  to 
believers  /  what  an  ancieht  friend  hp  hath  been  to  us  %  who  loved 
us,  provided  for  lis,  and  contrived  all  oia:  happinefs,  befin^  we 
were,  yea,  before  the  world  wsp.  We  reap  the  fruits  of  this  co- 
venant now,  the  feed  whereof  was  fown  from  eternity  5  yea,  it  is 
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not  only  ancient,  bat  alibmoft  firee:  no  excellencies  of  oun  could 
engage  the  love  of  Gpd ;  for  as  yet  we  were  not. 

Ufe  6*  Hence  judge,  Honv  reafonabU.  it  is  that  believers  Jhould tn^ 
brace  the  hardefi  terms  of  obedience  unto  Chrijly  who  complied  with  fuci 
hard  terms  for  their /aha$io9:  they  were  luurd  and  diiEcult  terms  in* 
deed,  on  which  Chrift  received  you  from  the  Father's  hand  i  it 
w^s,  as  you  have  heard,  to  pour  out  his  foul  unto  death,  or  not 
to  ei^oy  a  foul  of  you.  Here  you  may  fuppofe  the  Father  to  fay^ 
when  drivix^;  his  bargain  with  Chrifl  for  you : 

Father^  My  Son,  here  is  a  company  of  poor  miferable  (buls,  that 
have  utterly  und<me  themfelves,  and  now  lie  open  to  my  juftice  I 
Juitice  demands  fatiafaftion  for  them,  or  will  fatisfy  itfelf  in  the 
eternal  ruin  of  them :  What  ihall  be  done  for  thefe  fouls  ?  And 
thus  Chrift  returns. 

Son*  O  my  Father,  fuch  is  my  love  to,  and  pity  for  them,  that 
rather  than  they  ihall  perifh  eternally,  I  will  be  rcfponiibie  for 
them  as  their  Surety :  bring  in  all  thy  bills,  that  I  may  fee  what 
they  owe  thee  -,  Lord,  bring  them  all  in,  that  there  may  be  no 
after-reckoning;5  with  them ;  at  my  hand  fhalt  thou  require  it.  I 
will  rather  choofe  to  fufier  thy  wrath  than  they  ihould  fuffer  it : 
upon  me,  my  Father,  upon  me  be  all  their  debt. 

Father.  But,  my  Son,  if  thou  undertake  for  them,  thou  muft 
reckon  to  pay  the  laft  mite,  expert  no  abatements  §  if  I  fpare  them> 
I  will  not  fpare  thee. 

Son.  Content,  Father,  let  it  be  fo ;  charge  it  all  upon  me,  I  am 
able  to  dilcharge  it :  and  though  it  prove  a  kind  of  undoing  to  me, 
though  it  impovcrifh  all  my  riches,  empty  all  my  treafures,  (for  fo 
indeed  it  did,  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  «  Though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our 
«<  fakes  he  became  poor")  yet  I  am  content  to  undertaJcc  it.  Bluih, 
ungrateful  believers,  O  let  fliame  cover  your  faces  ;  judge  in  your- 
felves  now,  hath  Chrift  deferved  that  you  fliould  ftand  with  him 
for  trifles,  that  you  fhould  fhrink  at  a  few  petty  difficulties,  and 
complain,  this  is  hard,  and  that  is  harfti  ?  O  if  you  knew  the  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  this  his  wonderful  condefcenfion  for 
you,  you  could  not  do  it, 

Ufe  7;  Laftly,  How  greatly  are  we  all  concerned  to  make  itfure  to 
ourfehjes^  that  we  are  rf  this  number  which  the  Father  and  the  Son 
agreed  for  before  the  world  was  ;  that  we  were  comprehended  in  Chrj/Fs 
ehgagement  andcompaSl  with  the  Father  ? 

Ob;.  Yea,  but  you  will  fay,  who  can  know  that  ?  there  were 
]K>  witaefles  to  that  agreement. 

SeL  Yes,  We  may  know,  without  afcending  into  heaven,  or 
pryii^  into  tmrevealed  fecrets,  ^t  our  names  were  in  that  cove^ 
liant$  if,  (i.)  You  are  believers  indeed",  for  all  fuch  the  JFather 
then  gave  to  Chrifl;,  John  xviL  8.  "The  men tfiat  thou  gaveft  m^ 
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<^  (for  of  them  he  fp^Jce  immediately  before)  they  have  believed 
«  that  thou  didft  fend  me/*  (2.)  If  you  favingly  know  God  in 
Jtfus  Chrift,  fuch  were  given  him  by  the  Father,  John  xw.  6. 
«  I  have  n^nifefted  thy  name  unto  the  men  thou  gaveft  me.**  By 
this  they  are  difcriminated  from  the  rcft^  verfc  25.  «  The  world 
<«  l^ath  not  known  thee,  but  thefe  have  known,**  £5*^.  (3.)  If  you 
arc  men  and  women  of  another  world ;  John  xvii.  16.  *<  They 
«•  arc  not  of  the  world,  as  I  am  not  of  the  world.**  May  it  be 
fsdd  of  you,  as  of  dying  men,  that  you  are  not  men  and  women 
for  thb  world,  that  you  are  crucified  and  dead  to  it,  Gal.  vi.  14. 
that  you  are  ftrangers  in  it  ?  Heb.  xi«  13,  14.  (4.)  If  you  keep 
ChrifPs  word,  John  xvii.  6.  "  Thine  they  were,  and  thou  gaveft 
«•  them  me ;  and  they  have  kept  thy  word.'*  By  keeping  his 
word,  underhand  the  receiving  or  the  word,  in  its  fanftifying  cf- 
£e£l5  and  influences  into  your  hearts,  and  your  perfeverance  in  the 
profeffion  and  practice  of  it  to  the  end,  John  xvii.  17.  <<  SanAify 
««  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is  truth.**  John  xv.  7.  <«  If 
<<  ye  alHde  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  fhall  afk  what 
((  ye  wBl.**  ^  Blefied  and  happy  is  that  foul  upon  which  thefe  blef- 
fed  cbardfters  appear,  which  our  Lord  Jefus  hath  laid  fo  dofe  to- 
gether, within  the  compafs  of  a  few  verfes,  in  this  xvii.  chapter  of 
John.  Thefe  are  the  perfqns  the  Father  delivered  unto  Chrift, 
#and  he  accepted  fifom  the  Father,  in  this  blefled  covenant. 


SERMON    IV. 

Opens  the  admirable  Love  of  God  in  giving  his  own  Son  for  us. 

John  iii.  16. 
For  Gcdfo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  &c. 

XT^OU  have  heard  of  the  gracious  purpofe  and  deiign  of  God,  to 
j[     recover  poor  finners  to  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  how 
thb  defign  of  love  was  laid  and  contrived  in  the  covenant  of  re- 
demption, whereof  we  laft  fpake. 

Now,  according  to  the  terms  of  that  covenant,  you  ihall  hear 
from  this  fcripture,  how  that  defign  was  by  one  degree  advanced 
towards  its  accomplifhment,  in  God's  afhial  giving  or  parting 
with  his  own  Son  for*  us  :  «  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he 
«<  gave,**  isTc. 

The  whole  precedent  context  is  fpent  in  difcovering  the  nature 
tnd  neceffity  of  rq^neration,  and  the  neceility  thereof  is  in  this 
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text  urged  and  inferred  from  the  peciiiarrefpe£tand  eyeGodhad 
upon  believers,  in  giving  Chrift .  fer  them  $  they  only  reaping  all 
the  fpecial  and  iaving  benefits  and  advantages  of  that  gift :  «  God 
<<  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  ofily  begotten  Son^  that 
<<  whofoeva*  believeth  in  him  fhould  not  pexiih.'' 
In  the  words,  are  to  be  confidered, 

1.  The  original  fpring  dr  fountain  of  our  beft  mercies,  the  love 
of  God.  The  love  of  God  is,  either  benevoUnty  henefieerU^  atcom^ 
placential.  His  benevolent  love,  is  nothing  elfe  but  his  ddire  and 
puqpofe  of  iaving,  and  doingus  good ;  {o  his  purpofe  and  grace  to 
Jacob  b  called  love,  Rom.  ix.  13.  «  Jacob  have  I  loved  ;**  but  this 
being  before  Jacob  was,  could  confift  in  nothing  elie  but  the  gra- 
cious purpofe  of  God  towards  him*  His  beneficent  love,,  is  his  ac- 
tual doing  good  to  the  perfons  beloved,  or  his  beftowing  the  ef- 
fedts  of  lus  love  upon  us,  according  to  that  purpofe.  His  comfU' 
centlal  love,  is  nothing  elfe  but  that  delight  and  fatisfaftion  he 
finds  in  beholding  the  fruits  and  workings  of  that  grace  in  us^ 
which  he  firft  intended  for  us,  and  then  a^^ally  collated  or  be- 
llowed on  us.  This  love  of  benevolence,  is  that  which  l,have 
opened  to  you,  under  the  fonner  head,  God's  compaft  i^fith  Chrift 
about  us,  or  his  defign  to  lave  us  on  the  articles  and  terms  therein 
specified. 

The  love  of  betuficence^  b  that  which  thb  fcriptnre  fpeaks  of; 
Out  of  thb  fountain  Chrift  flowed  to  us,  and  both  ran  into  that  of 
conaplacency ;  for  therefore  he  both  purpofed  and  aAually  be- 
ilowed  Chrift  on  us,  that  he  might  everlaftlngly  delight  in  be- 
holding the  glory  and  praife  of  all  this  reflected  on  himfelf,  by  his 
redeemed  ons:^     Thb  then  b  the  fountain  of  our  mercies. 

2.  The  mercy  flowing  out  of  this  fountain,  and  that  b  Chrift ; 
The  ntercyy  as  he  is  emphatically  called,  Luke  i.  72.  The  marrow^ 
kernel,  and  fubftance  of  all  other  mercies.  He  gave  hb  *  only 
begotten  Son :  Thb  was  the  birth  of  that  love,  the  like  whereunto 
It  never  brought  forth  before,  therefore  'tis  exprefled  with  a 
double  emphafls  in  the  text,  the  one  is  the  particle  «-•  fo  $  *<  he 
fo  loved  the  world  j"  here  Is  2lJ!c  without  a  Jicta :  How  did  he 
k>ve  it  ?  Why,  he  fo  loved  it ;  but  how  much,  the  tongues  of 
angels  cannot  declare.  And  moreover,  to  enhance  the  mercy,  he 
is  ftiled  his  only  begptten  Son :  to  have  given  a  Son  had  been 
wonderful ;  but  to  give  hb  only  begotten  Son,  that  b  love  inex- 
preffible,  unintelligible. 

3^  The  ohjeBs  of  thb  love,  or  the  perfons  to  whom  the  ^eternal 

*  Hte  ipiur  umgemti  nomtH  i/CA^Tivoy  efi  ad  ptobaniam  in  aw  amorit  £vim  vehement 
Ham,  I  c  This  ilrong  epithet,  of  oaiy  btgvttcB^  itgivm,  ia  order  to  heighcen  thjB 
cpiccading  greatadii  of  Uie  love  of  Go4  tQwaurd*  uv    Bulling,  yn  this  pl«c«i 
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Locd  delivered  Chrift,  aai  that  is  the  [World.]  This  mid  re- 
ipcft  the  elcft  of  God  in  the  world,  fiich  as  do,  or  Ihall  aftually 
believe,  as  it  is  caag^cally  cxprcfled  in  the  next  words,  «<  That 
«  wholbever  believes  in  him  ihould  not^perifli  s"  Thofe  whom  he 
calls  the  world  in  that,  he  ftiles  believers  in  this  expreffion  ;  and 
the  word  [World]  is  put  to  figni^  ]the  elcft,  becaufc  they  are  Mat- 
tered through  all  paru,  and  are  among  all  ranks  of  men  in  the 
world  $  thefe  are  the  objeds  of  this  love ;  it  is  not  aneels,  but 
men,  that  were  ib  loved  \  he  is  called  ^XaiApuv^^  a  Lover,  a 
Fri«nd  of  Men,  but  never  f  iXfltyft^oo  or  ^xmliroo  the  Lover  or 
Friend  of  Angels,  or  creatures  of  another  fpecies. 

4.  The  manner  in  which  this  never-enough  celebrated  mercy 
flows  to  us,  from  the  foimtain  of  divine  love,  and  that  is  mofl:  free- 
ly and  ipontaneoufly.  He  gave,  not  ht/oid,  or  barely  parted  from, 
but  gave.  Nor  yet  doth  the  Father^s  giving  im|^y  Chrift  to  be 
merely  pa£Sve ;  for  as  the  Father  is  here  faid  to  give  him,  fo  the 
.  apoftle  tells  us,  GaL  ii.  ao.  That  he  gave  himfelf,  <^  who  loved 
«  j|ie>  -and  gave  himfelf  for  me  :"  The  Father  gave  bim  out  of 
gooa  will  tO'men,  a^d  he  as  willingly  beftowed  himfelf  on  that 
&rvice.  •  Hence  the  note  is, 

DocT.  ThatJthegifiofChryi  is  the  highejl  and  fulkjl  manifeJU^ 
iion  of  the  hye  of  God  tojitmers,  that  ever  ivas  made  from  eter-- 
mtyto  tiim* 

How  is  this  gift  of  God-  to  finners  fignalized  in  that  place  of  the, 
appftle,  I  John  iv#  10.  «  Herein  is  love  ;  not  that  we  loved  God, 
«  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  projMtiation  for 
<«  our  fins  ?"  Why  doth  the  apoftle  fo  manify  .this  gift  in  faying^ 
<«  Herein  is  love,**  as  if  there  were  love  in  nothing  elle  !*  May  wc 
not  fay,  that  to  have  a  being,  a  being  among  the  rational  crea- 
tures, therein  is  love  ?  To  Have  our  life  carried  fo  many  years  like 
a  taper  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  through  fo  many  dangers,  and 
not  yet  pot  out  in  obfcurity,  therein  is  love  ?  To  have  ft)od  and 
raiment,  ccmvenient  for  us,  beds  to  lie  on,  relations  to  comfort  us, 
in  all  thefe  b  love  ?  Yea,  but  if  you  fpeak  comparatively,  in  all 
thefe  there  is  no  love,  to  the  love  expreffed  in  fending  or  giving 
Chrift  for  us :  Thefe  are  great  mercies  in  themfelves }  but  com* 
pared  to  this  mercy,  they  are  all  fwallowed  up,  as  the  light  of  can- 
dles^ when  brought  into  the  fun-fhine.     No,  no,  herein  is  love. 


•  Ood  loves  all  hi»  creatures ;  and  among  thefe  he  cfpccially  loves  thofc  he  hath 
cadowed  with  reaibn,  and  of  thoTe  he  lovet  more  efpecially  thofe  who  %tt  members 
of  the  Only-b^gettfii.    How  t^wh  more  the  Only-begotten  him£elf !    A^.  T^  9. 
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that  God  gave  Chrifl  for  us.  And  it  isremarkablei  that  when  the 
apoftle  would  fhew  uSj  in  Rom.  v.  t*  what  is  the  nobleft  fruit 
thatmoft  commends  to  men  the  root  of  divine  love  that  bears  it, 
he  Ihcws  us  this  very  fruit  of  it  that  I  am  now  opening ;  «  But 
"  God,  feith  he,  commendcth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while 
«  we  were  yet  finncrs,  Chrift  died  for  us  :**  this  is  the  very  flower 
of  that  love. 

The  method  into  which  I  will  caft  this  precious  point,  fhall  be 
this :  (i.)  To  fhcw  how  Jcfus  Chrift  was  given  by  the  Father, 
(a.)  How  that  gift  is  the  fulleft  and  rtcheft  manifeftation  of  the 
love  of  God  that  was  ever  made  to  the  world.  (3.)  And  then 
draw  forth  the  ufes  of  it. 

I.  How  was  Jefus  Chrift  given  by  the  Father,  and  what  is  im«' 
pfied  therein. 

You  are  not  (bto  under  ftand  it,  as  though  God  parted  with  hij 
intereft  and  property  in  his  Son,  when  he  is  faid  to  give  him ;  he  ' 
was  as  much  his  own  as  ever.     When  men  gi\'e,  they  transfer  pro* 
pcrty  to  another ;  but  when  God  had  given  him,  he  was,  I  jfay> 
fiill  as  much  his  own  as  ever :  but  this  giving  of  Chrift  unplies, 

(i.)  His  dcfignation  and  appointment  unto  death  for  us^  for  fb 
you  read,  that  it  was  done,  «  according  to  the  determinate  counfc! 
*<  of  God,"  Afts  ii.  13^  Look,  as  the  Lamb  under  the  Law  was 
feparated  from  the  flock,  and  fet  apart  for  a  facrifice  ;  though  it 
were  ftill  Hving,  yet  it  was  intentionally,  and  prcparatively  given, 
and  confecratod  to  the  Lord :  fo  Jefus  Chl-ift>-was,  by  the  counfcl 
and  purpofe  of  God,  thus  chofen,  and  let  apart  for  his  fervice  : 
and  therefore  in  Ifa.  xlii.  i.  God  calls  him  his  EleSi^  or  chofen  One. 

(2.)  His  giving  Chrift,  implies  a  parting'  with  him,  or  letting 
hhn  (as  the  French  hath  it)  at  fomc  diftance  from  himfelf  for 
a  time'.  There  was  a  kind  of  parting  betwixt  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  when  he  came  to  tabernacle  in  our  flefh  :  fo  he  exprefleth 
it,  John  xvi.  28.  "I  came  forth  from  the  Father,  and  am  come 
«  into  the  world  ;  again,  I  leave  the  world  and  go  to  the  Father." 
This  difhmce  that  this  incamatioil  and  humiliation  fet  him  at, 
was  properly  as  to  his  humanity,  which  was  really  diftant  from 
the  glory  mto  w|(^h  it  is  now  taken  irp,  and  in  refpcft  of  manifef' 
tatkm  of  deligHf  and  love,  the  Lord  feemed  to  carry  it  as  one  at 
a  diflance  from  him.  Oh  !  this  was  it  that  fo  deeply  pierced, 
and  womided  his  foul,  as  is  evident  firom  that  complaint,  Pfal. 
xadi.  1,2.  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou*  forfaken  me  ? 
«  Why  art  thou  {o  far  from  the  words  6f  my  roaring  f  O  my 
<«  Godj  f  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou  heareft  not,*'  l^c. 

(3.)  GocTs  giving  of  Chrift^  implies  his  delivering  him  into  the 
hands  of  juftice  to  be  puniihed  \  eveii  as  condejuned  perfons  are^ 

Vol.  L  No.  2.  I 
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by  (entence  of  law»  given  dr  delivered  into  the  hands  of  exebution-- 
crs.  So  Afts  li.  23,  "  Hkn,  being  deliveitd  by  the  determinate 
'<  counfel  of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands  have 
**  flain :"  and  fo  he  is  faid,  Rom.  viii.  32.  <f  To  deliver  him  up 
to  death  for  us  all."  The  Lord,  when  the  time  was  come  that 
Chrift  muft  fufier,  did,  as*  it  were,  fay,  O  all  ye  roaring  iiraves  of 
my  incenfed  juftice,  now  fwell  as  high  as  heaven,  and  go  over  his 
foul  and  body  \  fink  him  to  the  bottom ;  let  him  go,  like  Jonah, 
his  type,  into  the  belly  of  hell,  unto  the  roots  of  the  mountains* 
Come  all  ye  raging  ftorms,  that  I  have  referved  for  this  day  of 
wrath,  beat  upon  him,  beit  him  dowi^  that  he  may  not  be  able 
to  look  up,  Pfal.  be.  1 2.  Go  juftice,  put  him  upon  the  rack,  tor- 
^lent  him  in  every  part,  till  all  his  «  bones^f  out  of  joint,  andkis 
«  heart  within  him  be  melted  as  wax  in  the  midft  of  his  boweky*  . 
Pfal.  xxii.  14.  And  ye  aflembly  of  the  wicked  Jews  and  Gentiles j 
that  have  fo  long  gaped  for  his  blood,  now  he  is  delivered  into 
your  hands  ^  you  are  permitted  to  execute  your  malice  to  the  fulU 
I  now  loofe  your  chain,  and  into  your  hand  and  power  is  he  de* 
livcred. 

(4.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift,  implies  his  application  of  him,  with 
all  the  purchafc  of  his  blood,  and  fettling  all  this  upon  us,  as  an- 
inheritance  and  portion,  John  vi-  32,  33.  «  My  Father  giveth  you 
<<  the  true  bread  from  heaven ;  for  the  bread  of  God  is  he  which 
«  Cometh  down  from  heaven,  and  giveth  light  to  the  world." 
God  hath  given  lum  as  bread  to  poor  ftarving  creatures,  that  by 
faith  they  might  eat  and  live.  And  fo  he  told  the  Samaritaneis^ 
John  iv.  10.  "  If  thou  kneweft  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  is 
<<  that  faith  unto  thee.  Give  me  to  drink,  thou  wouldft  have  aik- 
•<  ed  of  him,  and  he  woukl  have  given  thee  living  >vater."  Bread 
and  water  are  the  two  neceflaries  for  the  fupport  of  natiual  life  ; 
God  hath  given  Chrift,  ydu  fee,  to  be  all  that,  and  more,  to  the 
ipiritual  life. 

2.  How  this  gift  of  Chrift  was  the  higheft,  and  fuUeft  manifefta- 
tion  of  the  love  of  God,  that  ever  the  world  faw  :^  and  this  will 
be  evidenced  by  the  following  particulars  : 

(i.)  If  you  coniider  liow  near  and  dear  Jefus  Chrift  was  to  tlie 
Father  ;  he  was  his  Sen,  <*  his  only  Son,"  faith  the  text  j  the  Son 
of  his  love,  the  darling  of  his  Soul;  His  other  Self,  yea,  one  with, 
himfclf  i  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon;  the  brightnefs  of  his 
Father's  Glory:  In  parting  with  him,  he  parted  with  his  own 

*  *  God  mi^ht  h^ve  redeemed  us  io  another  way,  (for  1  fuppofe  *tis  <^/  liter i 
eovjilit)  a  free  difpenfation :  but  God  fo  loved  the  world,  i.  /.  he  took  this  way, 
that  %re  might  love  Chrift  as  well  as  believe  in  him.  He  mijrht  have  redeemed 
VI  fo  much  in  another  way,  but  he  cotild  not  oblige  uh  fo  much  in  another  way. 
Ma/iton  9n  Jtidcy  p.  lo8.     Mr  Ifali  in  hii  iVcrr  but  Cbrtft, 
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heart,  with  his  very  bowek,  as  I  may  fay.  <«  Yet  to  us  a  Son  is 
<<  giveni"  Ifa.  ix.  6.  and  fuch  a  Son  as  he  calb  "  his  dear  Son/' 
Col.  i.  13.  A  late  writer  tells  us,  that  he  hath  been  informed,  that 
in  the  famine  in  Germany,  a  poor  family  being  ready  to  periih 
with  &mine,  the  hufband  made  a  motion  to  the  wife,  to  fell  one 
of  the  children  for  bread,  to  relieve  themfelves  and  the  reft  :  The 
wife  at  laft  confents  it  fhould  be  fo  ;  but  then  they  began  to  think 
which  of  the  four  fhould  be  fold  -,  and  when  the  eldeft  was  na- 
med, they  both  refufed  to  part  with  that,  being  their  firfl-born, 
and  the  beginning  of  their  fbrength.  Well,  then  they  came  to  the 
fecond,  but  could  not  yield  that  he  fhotfld  be  fold,  being  the  very 
^{faire  and  lively  image  of  his  father.  The  third  was  named,  but 
that  alfo  was  a  child  that  befl  refembled  the  mother.  And  when 
the  youngeil  was  thought  on,  that  was  the  Benjamin,  the  child  of 
their  old  age ;  and  fo  were  content  rather  to  perifh  altogether  in 
the  famine,  than  to  part  with  a  child  for  relief.  And  you  know 
how  tenderly  Jacob  took  it,  when  his  Jofepli  and  Benjamin  were 
rent  from  him.  What  is  a  child,  but  a  piece  of  the  parent  wrapt 
up  in  another  fkin  ?  And  yet  our  desireft  children  are  but  as 
ffarangers  to  us,  in  comparifon  of  the  unfpeakable  dcamefs  that 

was  betwixt  the  Father  and  Chrifl. ^Now,  that  he  fhould 

ever  be  content  to  part  with  a  Son,  and  fuch  an  only  One,  is  fuch 
a  imanifeftation  of  love,  as  will  be  admired  to  all  eternity.  And  thenT^ 

(a.)  Let  it  be  confidered,  To  what  he  gave  him^  even  to  death, 
and  that  of  the  crofs ;  to  be  made  a  ciufe  for  us ;  to  be  the  fcorn 
and  ccmtempt  of  men  \  to  the  moft  unparalleled  fufierings  that 
ever  were  inflicted  or  borne  by  any.  It  melts  our  bowels,  it  breaks 
our  heart,  to  behold  our  children  fh-iving  in  the  pangs  of  death : 
but  the  Lord  beheld  his  Son  ftruggCng  under  agonies  that  never 
any  felt  before  him.*  He  faw  iiim  falling  to  the  ground,  grovel- 
ii^  in  the  dufl,  fweating  blood,  and  amidft  thofe  agonies  turning 
hixnfelf  to  his  Father,  and,  with  a  heart-rending  cry,  befeeching 
\&atj  "  Father,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  tliis  cup  pafs,"  Luke  xxii.  42. 
To  wrath,  to  the  wrath  of  an  infinite  God  without  mixture  j  to 
the  very  torments  of  hell  was  Chrij(l  delivered,  and  that  by  the 
hand  of  his  own  Father.  Sure  then  that  love  muft  needs  want  a 
name,  which  made  the  Father  of  mercies  deliver  his  only  Son  to 
fuch  miferies  for  us. 

(3.)  It  is  a  fpecial  confideration  to  enhance  the  love  of  God  in 
giving  Chrift,  that  in  giving  him  he  gave  the  richeft  jewel  in  his 
cabinet ;  a  mercy  of  the  greatefl  worth,  and  moft  ineftimnble  value. 
Heaven  itfelf  b  not  fo  valuable  and  precious  as  Chrift  is :  He  is  the 
better  half  of  heaven ;  and  fo  the  faints  account  him,  PfaU  Ixxiii. 

*  Chiift's  pais  was  forcx  than  aUpaiAs  put  together,    Aquinas* 

I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^  The  Faufttam  of  Life.  S*IIM.  IV. 

35* '«  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  the^  ?"  Ten  thpofand  thouiand 
worlds f  faith  one  %  as  many  worlds  as  aixgelscan  number,  and  then 
as  a  new  world  of  angels'can  multiply,  would  not  all  be  the  bulk 
of  a  balance,  to  weigh  Chrift's  excelleocy,  love,  and  fweetnefi/  O 
Ifrhat  a  fair  One  !  what  an  only^One !  what  an  excellent,  lovely, 
raviihing  One,  b  Chrift !  Put  the  beauty  of  ten  thoufand  pandiksp 
like  the  garden  of  Eden,  into  one ;  put  all  trees,  aU  flours,  all 
£nells,  all  colours,  all  taftes,  all  joys,  aU  fweetnefi,  all  lovelinefi  in 
one ;  O  what  a  fair  and  excellent  thing  would  that  be  ?  And  yet 
it  ihould  be  lefs  to  that  fiiir  and  deareft  well-beloYed  Chrift,  than 
one  drop  of  rain  to  the  whole  ftas,  rivers^  lakes,  and  fountains  of 
ten  thoufand  earths.  Chrift  is  heaven's  wonder,  and  earth's  won-, 
der. 

Now,  for  God  to  beftow  the  mercy  of  mercies,  the  moft  precious 
thing  in  heaven  or  earth,  upon  poor  finners  i  and,  as  great,  as  love-» 
ly,  as  excellent  as  his  fon  was,  yet  not  to  account  him  too  good  to 
beftow  upon  us,  what  manner  of  love  is  this ! 

(4.)  Once  more,  let  it  be  considered  on  whom  the  Lord  beftow^ 
ed  his  fon :  upon  angels  ?  No,  but  upon  men.  Upon  man  his 
firiend  ?  No,  but  upon  his  enemies.  This  is  love ;  and  on  this 
coniideration  the  apoftle  lays  a  mighty  weight,  in  Rom.  v.  8, 9,  xo. 
^  But  God  (faith  he)  commenckth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that 
*«  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift  died  for  us,— When  w« 
«*  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his 
<*  Son.'*  Who  would  part  with  a  fon  for  the  faJce  of  his  deareft 
fjriends  ?  but  God  gave  him  to,  and  delivered  him  for  enemies :  O 
love  unfjpcakable ! 

(5.)  Lq/}iyy  Let  us  coniidcr  how  freely  this  gift  came  from  him  : 
It  was  not  wrefted  out  of  his'^iand  by  our  importunity  5  for  we  as 
little  defired  as  defcrved  it :  It  was  furprifing,  preventing,_ctemal 
love,  tlwt  delivered  him  to  us  :  «  Not  that  we  loved  him,  but  he 
«  firft  loved  us,*'  I  John  iv.  19.  Thus  as  when  you  weigh  a 
thing,  you  caft  in  weight  after  weight,  till  the  fcales  break  j  fo 
doth  God,  one  conSderation  upon  another,  to  overcome  our 
hearts,  and  make  us  admiringly  to  cry^  what  manner  of  love  is 
this  !  And  thus  I  have  fhewed  you  what  God's  giving  of  Chrift  is, 
and  what  matclilcls  love  is  manifefted  in  that  incomparable  gift. 

Next  we  ihall  apply  this,  in  fome  pra^cal  corollaries. 

Corollary  i .  Learn  hence.  The  exceeding  preciottfhcfs  offoulsy  and 
at  lohat  a  h'ivh  ratt  God  valuej  them^  that  he  %uUI give  his  Scfif  his-on^ 
ly  Son  Gui  of  his  hofom^  as  a  ranfomfor  them.  Surely  this  fpcaks  their 
prcciouincls :  God  would  not  have  parted  with  fuch  a  Son  for 
imall  matters :  ail  the  world  could  not  redeem  them;  gold  and 

*  Chriftiu  €t  tttlum  HonpatiuMtur  hyptrhUai.  Chrlil  acd  heaven  can  fuffer  no  hyperbole. 
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filver  could  not  be  their  ranfom ;  fo  fycsks  &e  upoftlcy  i  Peter 
L  i8.  ^'  You  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as  iilvcr 
<<  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Cbrift.^  Such,  an  dr 
teem  dod  had  for  them^  that  rather  than  they  ihould  periih,  Je^ 
ills  Cfarift  ihall  be  made  a  roan,  yea,  a  curie  for  than*  Oh  then* 
learn  to  put  a  due  value  upon  your  own  fouls :  do  not  fell  that 
cheap)  which  God  hath  paid  fo  dear  for  :  Remember  what  a  trea^ 
inre  you  carry  about  you  %  the  glory  that  you  fee  in  this  world  it 
not  equivalent  in  wonh.  to  it.  Matth*  xvl.  a6t  ^<  What  fhall  « 
•*  man  give  in  exchange  br  his  feul.  V* 

CoroUarj  z.  If  God  has  ^ven  his  own  Son  for  the  world,  then 
it  foUowS}  that  thofefor  whom  God  gave  bis  own  Son^  may  warranto 
ably  expeB  any  other  temporal  merciet  from  htm.  This  is  the  apoftlc't 
inference,  Rom«  viiL  32.  <<  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but 
'<  delivered  him  up  for  us  all ;  how  ihall  he  not,  with  him,  free» 
**  ly  give  us  all  thing?  ?**  And  fo  1  Cor.  iii.  21,  22.  «  All  is  yours, 
«  for  ye  are  Chrift's.''  i.  e.  They  hold  all  other  thing  in  Chrift, 
mrho  is  the  capital,  and  moft  compreheniive  n^ercy. 

To  mak;e  out  the  grounds  of  this  com&utable  deduction,  let 
theie  four  things  be  pondered,  and  duly  weighed  in  your  thoughts* 
(i.)  No  other  mercy  you  need  or  deiire,  is,  or  can  be  fo  dear  to 
God>  as  Jefus  Chrift  is  :  he  never  laid  any  o^her  thing  ip  his  bo* 
fbm,  as  he  did  his  Son.  As  for  the  world,  and  ^e  comforts  of  it, 
it  is  the  duft  of  his  feet,  he  values  it  not ;  as  you  fee  by  his  provi*' 
dential  difpofals  of  it  j  having  given  it  to  the  worft  of  men.  «  All 
the  Turkti[b  empire,"  faith  Luther,  «  as  great  and  glorious  as  it 
is,  is  but  a  crumb  which  the  mafter  of  the  family  throws  to  the 
dogs.'**  Think  upon  any  other  outward  enjoyment  that  is  valua- 
ble in  youi;  eyes,  and  there  is  not  {o  much  comparifon  betwixt  it 
and  Chrift,  in  the  efteem  of  God,  as  is  betwixt  your  dear  children 
and  the  lumber  of  your  houfes,  in  your  efteem.  If  then  God  has 
parted  fo  freely  from  that  which  was  infinitely  dourer  to  him  than 
thefe  ;  how  ftiall  he  deny  thefe,  when  they  may  furomote  his  glo-- 
ry,  and  your  good  ?  (2.)  As  Jefus  Chrift  ubs  nearer  the  heart  of 
God  than  all  thefe  ^  io  Chrift  is,  in  himfelf,  much  greater  and 
more  excellent  than  all  of  them :  Ten  thoufand  worlds,  and  the 
glory  of  them  all,  is  but  the  duft  of  the  balance,  if  weighed  with 
Chrift.  Thefe  things  are  but  poor  creatures,  but  he  is  over  all, 
God  bleffed  for  ever,  Rom.  ix.  5-  They  arc  common  gifts,  but 
he  is  the  Giji  ofGod^  John  iv.  10.  They  are  ordinary  mercies,  but 
he  is  The  mercy ^  Luke  i.  72.  As  one  pearl,  or  precious  ftone,  is 
greater  in  value  tlian  ten  thousand  common  pebbles.     Now,  if 

•  Teium  Turcieum  imperium,  quantum  guaMium  ^,  mca  tanium  ep,  quam  Pattr-fumill- 
^u  ^rijieU  camhiu     I.#Uther. 
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XSod  has  fo  freely  given  the  greater,  how  can  you  fuppofe  he  ffiould 
deny  the  leffer,  mercies  ?  Will  a  man  give  to  another  a  large  inhe- 
ritance, and  ftand  with  him  for  a  trifle  ?  how  can  it  be  ?  (3.) 
There  fe  no  other  mercy  you  want,  but  you  are  entitled  to  it  by 
the  gift  of  Chrift ;  it  is,  as  to  right,  conveyed  to  you  with  ChrilC 
So,  in  the  fore-cited  i  Cor.  iii.  21,  22,  23-  «'  the  world  is  yours, 
<«  yea,  all  is  yours  ;  for  ye  are  Chrift's,"  So  2  Cor.  i.  20.  «  Far 
«<  all  the  promifcs  of  God  in  Chrift,  in  him  they  are  yea,  and  in 
him,  amen.**  With  him  he  hath  given  you  all  things, «?  aToXawru, 
I  Tim.  vi.  17.  richly  to, enjoy :  the  word  fignifics  rem  aliquam  cum 
latitia  percipere^  to  have  the  fweet  relifh  and  comfort  of  an  enjoy- 
ment. So  have  we  in  all  our  mercie?,  upon  the  account  of  our 
title  to  them  in  Chrift.  (4.)  LafHy^  If  God  has  given  you  tliis 
nearer^  frreatery  and  all-^omprehefiding  mercy^  when  you  were  ene- 
mies to  him,  and  alienated  from  him ;  It  is  not  imaginable  he 
iliould  deny  you  any  inferior  iliercy,  when  you  are  come  into  a 
ftate  of  reconciliation  and  amity  with  him.  So  the  apoftle  reafons, 
Rom.  V.  8, 9,  10.  **  For  if,  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconr 
*«  ciled  to  God,  by  the  death  of  his  Son  ;  much  more  being  recon- 
«  ciled,  we  (hall  be  faved  by  his  life.,'  And  thus  you  have  the 
fecond  inference  with  its  grounds. 

Corollary  3.  If  the  greateft  love  hath  been  manifefted  in  giving 
Chrift  to  the  world,  then  it  follows,  that  the  greatejl  evil  and  wch" 
ednefs  if  manife/led  in  defptftngy  Jllghtingj  and  rejeBing  Chrijl.  It  is 
fad  to  abufe  the  love  of  God  manifefted  in  the  lowcft  gUEt  of  pro- 
vidence ;  but,  to  flight  the  richeft  difcovcries  of  it,  even  in  that 
pceriefs  gift,  wherein  God  commends  his  love  in  the  moft  taking 
and  aftonifhing  manner;  this  is  fln  with  a  whnefs.  Blufh,  O 
heavens,  and  be  aftoniftied,  O  earth  \  yea,  be  ye  horribly  afraid  ! 
No  guilt  like  this.  The  moft  flagitious  wretches  among  the  bar- 
barous nations  are  innocent,  in  comparifon  of  thefe.  But,  are 
there  any  fuch  in  the  world  ?  Dare  any  flight  this  gift  of  God  ? 
Indeed,  if  men's  words  might  be  taken,  there  are  few  or  none  that 
dare  do  fo  ;  but  if  their  lives  and  praftices  may  be  believed,  this, 
this  is  the  fin  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the  chriftianized  world. 
Witnefs  the  lamentable  ftupidity  and  fiipinenefs :  witnefs  the  con- 
tempt of  the  gofpel  5  witnefs  the  hatred  and  perfecution  of  his 
image,  laws  and  people.  What  is  the  language  of  all  this,  but  a 
vile  cfieem  of  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

And  now,  let  me  a  little  expoftulate  with  thofe  ungrateful  fouls, 
that  trample  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  that  value  not  this  love 
that  gave  him  forth.  What  is  that  mercy  which  you  fo  "contemn 
and  undervalue  ?  is  It  fo  vile  and  cheap  a  thing  as  your  entertain- 
ment fpcaks  it  to  be  ?  is  it  indeed  worth  no  more  than  thi.s  in  your 
eyes  ?  »Surely  you  will  not  be  long  of  ^at  opinion  !  Will  you  be  q£ 
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t}iat  mind,  think  you^  when  death  and  judgment  fliall  haiFe  tho* 
roughly  awakened  you !  Oh,  no :  Tken  a  thoufand  worlds  for  m 
Chnft !  as  it  is  ftoried  of  our  crooked-backed  Richard,  when  he 
loft  the  field,  and  was  in  great  danger  by  his  enemies  that  prefled 
upon  him ;  Oh  now,  (faid  he)  a  kingdom  for  a  horfe !  Or  think 
ye,  that  any  befide  you  m  the  world  are  of  your  mind  ?  you  'M 
deceived,  it  you  think  fo.  «  To  them  that  believe  he  is  precious,'* 
through  all  the  world,  i  Pet.  ii.  7.  and  in  the  other  world  they- 
are  of  a  quite  contrary  mind.  Could  you  but  hear  what  is  faid  ii 
him  in  heaven,  in  what  a  dialed  the  faved  of  the  Lord  do  extol 
their  Saviour }  or  could  you  but  imagine  the  felf-revenges,  the  felf- 
torments,  which  the  damned  fuffer  for  their  foUy>  and  what  a  va^ 
lue  they  would  iet  upon  one  tender  of  Chrift,  if  it  might  but  again 
be  hoped  for ;  you  would  fee  that  fuch  as  you  are  the  only  def* 
pifers  of  Chnft.*  Befide,  methinks  it  is  aftoniihing,  that  you 
fhould  defpife  a  mercy  in  which  your  own  fouls  are  fo  dearly,  {q 
deeply,  fo  cverlaftingly  concerned,  as  they  are  in  this  gift  of  God» 
If  it  were  but  the  foul  of  another,  nay,  lefs,  if  but  the  body  of 
another,  and  yet  lefs  than  that^  if  but  another's  beaft,  whofe  life, 
you  could  preferve,  you  art  obliged  to  do  it )  but  when  it  is  thy- 
ielf,  yea,  the  beft  part  of  thyfclf,  thine  own  invaluable  foul,  that 
thou  ruineft  and  deftroyeft  thereby.  Oh,  what  a  monfter  art  thou^ 
to  caft  it  away  thus  !  What !  will  you  flight  your  own  fouls  ?  care 
you  not  whither  they  be  faved,  or  whether  they  be  damned  ?  is  it 
indeed  an  indifferent  thing  with  you  which  way  they  fall  at  death  ? 
have  you  imagined  a  tolerable  hell  ?  is  it  eafy  to  perifli  ?  are  you 
not  only  turned  God's  enemies,  but  your  own  too  ?  Oh  fee  what 
monfters  fin  can  turn  men  and  women  into  !  Oh  the  ftupifying, 
befotting,  intoxicating  power  of  fin !  But  perhaps  you  think  that 
all  thefc  are  but  uncertain  founds,  with  which  we  alarm  you  5  it 
may  be  thine  own  heart  will  preach  fuch  doftrine  as  this  to  thee  ; 
Who  can  afTurc  thee  of  the  reality  of  thefe  things  ?  why  fhouldeft 
thou  trouble  thyfelf  with  an  invifible  world,  or  be  fo  much  con- 
cerned for  what  thine  eyes  never  faw,  nor  didft  ever  receive  the 
/eport  from  any  that  liave  feen  them  ?  Well,  though  we  cannot 
now  (hew  you  thefe  things,  yet  fhortly  they  fhall  be  fhewn  you  \ 
and  your  own  eyes  {hall  behold  them.  You  are  convinced  and 
fatisfied  that  many  other  things  are  real  which  you  never  faw  :  but 
be  affurcd.  That  «  if  the  word  fpoken  by  angels  was  ftedfaft,  and 
"  every  traufgreflion  and  difobedience  received  a  jufl:  recompencc 

•  Fy,  fy,  faith  one,  upon  this  condemned  and  fooiilh  world,  that  will  give  fo' 
fiule  for  Chrift  and  {alvation:  Oh!  if  there  were  bat  a  free  markat  prodaoRed'of 
Chrill  and  (alvation  in  that  day,  when  the  trumpet  of  God  ihall  awaken  the  deid, 
flow  many  buyers  ^  ould  be  there?  God  fend  me  no  more  happineft  but  that  vhifK' 
the  Tilind  world  (to  their  eternal  woe)  Ictteth  flip  thrpvgh  thfirfio^cr^     . '.«     >• 
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^^  dP  *«Wrcl,  kcm  ftatt  w«  etbpC)  if'we  tieglcft  lb  great  a  falva-- 
<^  tion,  whidi  at  4rft  b^ift  to  be  IJxjkeii  to  to  by  t^e  Lord,  aiid 
€€  wift  confirmed  to  us  by  them  that  beard  him,  God  alfo  bearmg 
«*  thetii  witnefs  ?"  Heb.  ii.  2,  3>  4.  But  if  they  be  certain,  yet 
they  are  not  near ;  it  will  be  a  toftg  time  before  they  come-  Poor 
ftnl  ?  how  doft  thou  cheat  thyfelf  ?  It  may  be  not  by  twenty  parts 
lo  long  a  time  as  thy  own  fancy  draws  it  forth  for  thee  ;  thou  art 
liot  certain  of  the  next  momenta 

'  And  fuppofe  what  thou  imapneft :  What  are  twenty  or  forty 
.  jtears  when  they  are  pail  ?  yea,  what  arc  a  thouland  years  to  yaft 
eternity  ?  Go  trifle  away  a  few  days  more,  fleep  out  a  few  nights 
more,  and  then  lie  down  in  the  duft ;  it  will  ndt  be  long  ere  the 
titmip  of  God  fliall  awaken  thee,  and  thine  eyes  fhaH  bdiold  Je- 
ftts  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,-  and  then  you  will  know  the 
piricc  of  thfls  fin.  Oh,  therefore,  if  there  be  any  fenfe  of  etcr- 
nhyupon  you,  any  pity  or  love  for  yourfelves  in  you  j  if  you  have* 
any  concernments  more  than  the  beafts  that  periih,  dcfpifc  not 
your  own  ofiered  mercies,  flight  not  the  richeft  gift  that  ever  was 
yet  opened  to  the  world  5  and  a  fweeter  cannot  be  opened  to  all 
eternity. 


SERMON   V. 

Of  Christ's  wondcrfol  Perfon. 

John  i.  14. 
And  the  Word  was  made  Flejby  and  dwelt  atnong  uSf  &c. 

YOU  have  heard  the  covenant  of  redemption  opened.  The 
work  therein  propounded  by  the  Father,  and  confented  to 
by  the  Son,  is  fuch  as  infinitely  exceeds  the  power  of  any  mere 
creature  to  perform.  He  that  undertakes  to  fatisfy  God,  by  obe* 
dience  for  man's  fio^  muft  himfelf  be  God  j  and  he  that  performs 
llich  a  perfect  obedience,  by  doing,  and  buffering  all  that 'the  bw 
required,  in  our  room,  muft  be  man.  Thefe  two  natures  muft 
be  united  in  one  perfon,  elfe  there  could  not  be  a  concourfe  or 
co-operation  of  either  nature  in  his  mediatory  works.  How  thefc. 
natures  are  united,  in  the  wonderfol  perfon  of  our  Immanuel,  is 
the  firft  part  of  the  great  myftery  of  gbdlineis  :*  a  fi;ibje£t  ftudied 

^^ '■  ■  ■  '  ■  I 

^*  The  incarnation  is  the  miracle  of  miracles;  a  tclBmony  againft  imbelleTers,  Ift. 
ift  14*  «id  a  doetimeftt  to  belicYers.  None  can  declare  hu  generation,  Ifa.  Uii.  8. 
^titW  caa  any  declare  hit  incarnation,  lut  name  it  fccret,  ^dget  xili.  28.    Won* 
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and  adored  by  angels  \  and  the  myftery  thereof  Is  wrapped  up  in 
this  text.    Wherein  we  have, 

Firjiy  The  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  plainly  averted. 

Secondly^  That  aflertion  ftrongly  confirmed. 

(i.)  In  the  aflertion  we  have  three  parts. 

1.  The  Per/on  ajfuming^  o  Aoyo^,  the  Word,*  1.  e,  the  iecond 
Pcrfon  or  Subiiftent  in  the  moft  glorious  Godhead,  called  the 
Word,  either  becaufe  he  is  the  {cope  or  principal  matter,  both  of 
the  prophetical  and  promifibry  word ,  or  becaufe  he  expounds 
and  reveak  the  mind  and  will  of  God  to  men,  as  verfe  i8.  The 
only-begotten  Son  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he  hath 
declared  or  expounded  him. 

2.  The  Nature  aj/umed,  <ra,^i^  Flcfh,  /.  e.  the  intire  human  na- 
ture, confiding  of  a  true  human  foul  ^nd  body.  For  fo  this  word 
ouf{,  in  Rom.  iii.  20.  and  the  Hebrew  word  itt;^  which  anf^irers 
to  it,  by  an  ufual  Metonomy  of  a  part  for  the  whole,  is  ufed.  Gen* 
vi.  12.  And  the  word  Flejb  is  rather  ufed  here,  than,  Man^  oa 
purpofe  to  enhance  the  admirable  condefcenfion  and  abafement 
ofChrift;  there  being  more  of  vilenefs,  weaknefs,  and  oppofi-  • 
tion  to  fpirit  in  this  word,  than  in  that,  as  is  pertinently  noted  by 
fome.  Hence  the  whole  nature  is  denominated  by  that  part,  and 
called  flefh.     . 

3.  The  ajfumptim  itfelf,  ryiMro,  he  was  made ;  not  Juity  he  was» 
(as  Sodnus  would  render  it,  defigning  thereby  to  overthrow  the 
exiftence  of  Chrift's  glorified  body  now  in  heaven)  but  foetus  (fi, 
it  was  made,  L  e.  he  took  or  aflumed  the  true  human  nature  (cal- 
led flelhjf  for  the  reafon  before  rendered)  into  the  unity  of  hb 
divine  pcrfon,  with  all  its  integral  parts  and  eflcntial  properties  ; 
and  fo  was  made,  or  became  a  true  and  real  man,  by  that  afiump- 
tion.  The  apoftle  fpeaking  of  the  fame  aft,  Hcb.  ii.  16.  ufe» 
another  word.  He  took  on  him^  nrnXAufiavvretk,  fitly  rendered  ie  tool 
on  bittiy  or  he  afiumed  \  which  afiuming,  though  inchoative,  it  wa» 
the  work  of  the  whole  Trinity,  God  the  Father,  in  the  Son,  by 
the  Spirit,  forming  or  creating  that  nattu*e ;  as  if  three  fifters 
fliould  make  a  garment  betwixt  them,  which  only  one  0/  themt 
wears :  yet,  terminative,  it  was  the  aft  of  the  Son  only ;  it  washe 

Vol.  L  K 

^^Ulfii.  ix.  6.    A  samp  that  no  ixun  knowcth,  vit,  perfectly,  but  himfelf.   The 
I'risity  is  the  grcateil,  the  incarnation  the  next  myfterv.     ^/»rt9M*t  Orthodox  Eva*- 

i^A  p.  33. 

•  Word,  a  realiiibfttBce,  or  perfon ;  and  not  a  word,  fpokcn  or  uttered.  J^ul» 
|ax.  Book  I. 

t  The  EvangeUil  chofe  to  nfc  the  word,  Flefh,  inftead  of  Man,  that  it  might 
"<  m«c  appear  how  far  the  >^ord  that  wa»  God,  humbled  himfelf,  when  he  wa» 
J»dc  Flcih.  For  there  is  manifeftly.  more  of  Vilenefs,  and  greater  oppotition  to 
•pint  implied  in  the  word  Fkih  thau  \/x  the  word  Mas.  Mu^.^viJi*^  C'.fr:rKon  PUuu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


74  3"^'  Fountain  (^  Life.  Sgrm*  V. 

only  tl^t  was  madeftejb.  And  when  it  is  faid,  he  was  made  flelh;^ 
mifconceive  net,  as  if  there  was  a  mutation  of  the  Godhead  into 
fleflv;  for  this  was  performed,*  «  not  by  chaiiging  what  he  was^ 
*«  but  by  afluming  what  he  was  not,"  as  Auguftine  well  expreffcth 
it.  As  when  the  fcripture,  in  a  like  expreffion,  faith,  "  He  was 
«  made  fin,"  2  Cor.  v.  21.  and  made  a  curfe.  Gal.  iii.  .13.  the 
meaning  is  not,  that  he  was  turned  into  lin,  or  into  a  curie ;  no 
more  may  we  think  here  the  Godhead  was  turned  into  flelh,  and 
lofl  its  own  being  and  nature,  becaufe  it  is  faid  he  was  made  flefh. 
This  is  the  fum  of  the  affertion. 

(2.)  This  affertion  ["  that  the  word  was  made  flefh,"]  is  ftrong^ 
ly  confirmed.  He  **  dwelt  among  us,"  and  we  faw  his  glory.  This 
was  no  phantafm,  but  2^  raoft  real  and  indubitable  thing.  For, 
M-xTiywcrsy  tv  n^iy,  pitched  his  tent,  or  tabernacled  with  us.  And  we 
arc  eye-witneffes  of  it.  Parallel  to  that,  i  John  i.  i,  2,  3.  "That 
<<  which  was  from  the  beginning,  which  we  have  heard,  which  we 
*<  have  fecn  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon,  and  our 
«  hands  have  handled,  of  the  Word  of  life,  isfc.  declare  we  unto 
"  you."    Hence  note, 

Doft  That  Jefm  Chrijl  did  really  ajfume  the  true  and  perfecf  na^ 
ture  of  man^  into  a  perfonal  union  with  his  divine  nature^  and 
Jf  ill  remains  true  God,  and  true  man^  in  one  pcrfon  for  even 

The  propofition  contains  dne  of  the  deepeft  myftcries  of  godli- 
i;ie£,f  I  Tim.  iii.  16.  A  myftery,  by  which  apprehcnficm  is 
dazzled,  invention  aftoniihed,  and  all  expreflion  fwailowed  up.  1£ 
ever  the  tongues  of  angels  were  defirable  to  explicate  any  word  of 
God,  they  are  fo  here.  Great  is  the  intcreft  of  words  in  this  doc- 
trine. We  walk  upon  the  brink  of  danger.  The  leaft  tread  awry 
may  ingulph  us  in  the  bogs  of  error.  Arius  would  have  been  con-i 
tent,  if  the  council  of  Nice  would  but  have  gratified  him  in  a  let- 
ter, op)»(riO(,  and  oi^^Jina^oq,  The  Neflorians  alfo  defired  but  a  letter, 
0so^xo<9  dioToxo;.  Thefe  Teemed  but  imall  and  modeft  reqiiefis, 
but,  if  granted,  had  proved  no  fmall  prejudice  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  his  truths.     I  deiure  therefore  the  reader  would,  with  greateib 

^  •  Non  mutanJo  ifucd  erat,  ffd  ajfttmenio^  quwi  non  trot,  Au^. 
f  The  incarnation  it  God's  work,  whereby  the  Son  of  God,  (according  to  the 
ctcdnomy  of  the  divine  counfelofthc  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  holy  Spirit) 
humbling  and  abafing:  himfelf,  took  frcm'the  Virgin  Mary,  by  the  power  and  cffi-* 
cacy  of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  her;  real,  entire,  pcrfcft,  holy  Fleih  ;  yet  fo  as  that 
that  fleih  had  no  proper  fnbiiftence  without  the  Son  of  Cyod,  but  was  really  borue 
and  carried  about  by  him;  the  two  entire  natures  being  united  among  themfelves,, 
>*ithout  any  change  of  thcouc  into  tJic  other,  without  confufion,  without  divifion, 
and  infeparably,  \^c.  Whence  ii  coofiituted  the  pfrfon  of  Chrift,  GodHnac—'^- 
^^n^ii  purlwi*  Thc9*  ' 
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attentian  of  mind,  apply  hunfelf  to  thefe  truths.  It  Is  a  do^brine 
hard  to  underftand,  and  dangerous  to  miftake.  I  am  really  of 
his  mind  that  faid>*  <  It  is  better  not  touch  the  bottom,  than  not 
•  keep  within  the  circle :'  Melius  efl  nefcire  centrum^  quam  non  te-" 
nere  circuluftu  He  did  afTume  a  true  human  body ;  that  is  plainly 
afferted,  Phil.  ii.  7,  8,  tsfc.  Heb.  li.  14,  16.  In  one  place  it  is 
called  taking  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham,  and  in  the  text,  Jlejb, 
He  did  alio  aflume  a  true  human  foul,  this  is  undeniable  by  its 
operadomi  paffions,  and  expiration  at  laft.  Mat.  xxvi.  38.  and 
xxvii.  50.  And  that  both  thefe  natures  make  but  oilc  perfon,  is  as 
evident  from  Rom.  i.  3,  4.  "  Jefus  Chrift  was  made  of  the  feed 
^  of  David,  according  to  the  fleih,  and  declared  to  be  the  Son  of 
"  God  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  by  the  re- 
"  furrcftion  from  the  dead."  So  Rom.  ix.  5.  "Of  whom,  as 
«  concerning  thp  flcfli,  Chrift  came,  who  is  over  all,  God  bleSfcd 
«*  for  ever.  Amen."  But  that  you  may  have  a  found  and  clear 
underftanding  of  this  myftery,  I  will,"  (i.)  Open  the  nature; 
(2.)  The  eSefls ;  and  (3.)  The  rcalbns  or  ends  of  this  wonderful 
union. 

Fir/l^  The  nature  of  this  union.  There  arc  TI  t  f 
three  illuftrious and dazzlina unions  in  fcripture :  ^,  ^ ^a^f-  / 
that  of  three  perfons  in  one  God,  EfMia/ly.  ^^.  ^^^ 
That  of  two  diiHnA  natures,  and  perfons ;  by  one  ^'^  ^"^  ' 
fjririt  M^ieiMy :  and  this  of  two  diftinft  natures  in  one  perfon^ 
Hj^atical/y*  This  is  my  talk  to  open  at  this  time :  and,  for  the 
ffiore  diftin£i  and  perfpicuous  management  thereof,  I  ihall  fpeak 
to  it  both  negatively  2Xid  pofitively* 

1.    Negatively,      Think  not  wheh  Chrift  af.       ^        ^  ,^ 
famed  onr  nature,  that  it  was  united  confuhjlan'-      .  .?      •'^-^ 


tiaUy^  fo  as  the  three  perfons  in  tlie  Godhead  are 


tially. 


onitcd  among  themfelves.  They  all  have  but  one  and  the  fame 
nature  and  will ;  but  in  Chrift  are  two  diftinA  natures  and  wills, 
though  but  one  perfon. 

a.  Nor  yet  that  they  are  united  Phy/tcally^  as     JJ  *  ^.j,  f   II 
foul  ami  body  are  united  in  one  perfon ;  for  death        ^  r  W    ,/• 
aAually  diflolves  thjat ;  but  this  is  indiflbluble.     So  that  when  his 
fed  expired,  and  his  body  was  interred,  both  foul  and  body  were 
ftiU  united  to  the  fecond  Perfon  as  much  as  ever. 

3-  Nor  yet  is  it  fuch  a  myflical  uniotty  as  is  between     j^         „.    ., 
Chrift  and  believers.      Indeed  that  is  a  glorious    ^^^  '''X^f'^^'J • 


•  Reafon  (faith  one)  can  never  fliew  itfclf  more  rcafonable,  than  in  cetfioff 
to  reafon  about  things  which  are  above  reafon.  Whatibcver  is  concealed  from  iu, 
that  we  arc  not  to  pry  into.    But  we  arc  not  to  overlo^i^bat  i«  plwji  wad  mani- 
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union ;  but  though  believers  ore  faid  to  be  in  Chrift,  and  Chrift 
in  them,  yet  they  are  not  one  perfon  with  him.  They  arc  not 
chrifted  into  Chrift,  or  podded  into  God,  as  blafphemous  Fa^ 
mlt/is  fpeak. 

Secondly y  Pqftttvelyl  But  this  aflumption  of  whith  I  fpeak,  is  that 
whereby  the  fccond  Perfon  in  the  Godhead  did  take  the  human 
nature  into  a  perfbnal  union  with  himfelf,  by  virtue  whereof  the 
manhood  fubfifts  in  the  fecond  perfon,  yet  without  confufion,  both 
making  but  one  perfon,  Qi«rdoftKro$,  or  Immanuelj  God  with  us. 

So  that  though  we  truly  alcribc  a  two-fold  nature  to  Chrift,  yet 
not  a  double  perfon  :*  for,  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  never  fob* 
lifted  feparately  and  diftinfUy,  by  any  peribnal  fubfiftence  of  its 
own,  as  it  doth  in  all  other  men,  but  from  the  firft  moment  of  con- 
ception, fubfifted  in  union  with  the  fecond  perfon. 

To  explicate  this  myftery  more  particularly,  let  it  be  confidcrcd  ; 

Firft y  The  himian  nature  was  united  to  the  fecond  perfon  w»ir/i- 
adoufly  and  extraordinarily,  being  fupcrnaturally  framed  in  the 
womb  of  the  Virgin,  by  the  over-fliadowlng  power  of  the  Highcft, 
Luke  i.  34,  35.  By  reafon  whereof  it  rhay  truly  an<i  properly  be 
faid  to  be  the  fruit  of  the  womb,  not  of  the  loins  of  men,  nor  by 
man.  And  this  was  neceffary  to  exempt  the  aflumed  nature  from 
the  ftain  and  pollution  of  Adam's  fin,  which  it  wholly  efcaped ; 
inafmuch  as  he  received  it  not,  as  all  others  do,  in  the  way  of  or- 
dinary generation,  wherein  original  fin  is  propagated;  but* this 
being  extraordinarily  produced,  was  a  moft  pure  and  holy  thing, 
Luke  i*  35*  And  indeed  this  perfect  ftiining  holinefs,  in  which  it 
was  produced,  was  abfolutely  necefl!ary,  both  in  order  to  its  union 
with  the  divine  Perfon,  and  the  defign  of  that  union,;  which  was 
both  to  fatisfy  for,  and  to  fan^tify  us.  The  two  natures  could  not 
be  conjoined  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  had  there  been  the  leaft  taint 
of  fin  upon  the  human  nature.  For  God  caft  have  no  fellowihip 
with  fin,  much  lefs  be  united  to  it.  Or,  fuppofing  fuch  a  conjunc- 
tion with  our  finful  nature,  yet  he  being  a  finner  himfelf,  could 
never  f?.tisfy  for  the  fins  of  others ;  nor  could  any  unholy  thing 
ever  make  us  holy.  **  Such  an  High-prieft  therefore  became  us 
"  as  is  holy,  harmlcfs,  undefiled,  ieparate  from  finners,"  Heb.  vii. 
26.  And  fuch  an  one  he  muft  needs  be,  whom  the  Holy  Ghoft 
produces  in  fuch  a  peculiar  way,  to  «ytc»,  that  holy  thing. 

Secondly,  As  it  was  produced  miraculoufiy,  lb  it  was  afiumed  /w- 
iegrally ;  that  is  to  fay,  Chrift  took  a  complete  and  perfeft  human 

I      IP..       I  ■      I     ■«  11  111  1. 1  ■   .1  ^ 

•  The  human  nature  it  not,  ihoevo-TaHo^  fubf:fting  of  jtfelf,  nor  did  tlic  hYzman 
Dftturecxift  before  it  -waff  affnmcd;  butfo  foon  as  the  flefli  exiiled,  it  was  the  flcfh 
pf  the  Word  of  God.  And  fo  the  perfon  of  Chrift  is  one,  in  which  there  are  two 
difiinA  things,  but  not  two  diftinift  perfons.  ^  Cff^.  Nam,  in  Tlcoifotff,  DiaU^e  a. 
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fool  and  body,  with  all  and  evoy  faculty  and  member  pertaining 
to  it.  And  this  was  necdTary  (as  both  *  Auftin  and  f  Fulgentius 
have  well  obferved)  that  thereby  he  might  heal  the  whole  nature 
of  that  leprofy  of  fin,  whicli  hath  feized  and  infected  every  mem- 
ber and  faculty.  n«fT«  an\ot$if  *»»  irarr*  wyia^n-  **  He  aflumed 
«  all,  to  fanftify  all  5"  as  Damafcen  expreffeth  it.  He  dcfigncd 
a  pcidfe£t  recovery,  by  fanftifying  us  wholly  in  foul,  body,  and 
fpirit ;  and  therefore  afiiimed  the  whole  in  order  to  it. 

Thirdly y  He  aflumed  our  nature,  as  with  all  its  integral  parts,  fb 
with  all  xXsfinUfs  infirmities.  And  therefore  it  is  faid  of  him,  Heb. 
iL  17.  <<  That  it  behoved  him,"  ic«r«  T«rr»  p^«dnreu,  accord- 
ing to  all  things  (that  is,  all  things  natural,  not  formally  finful|t 
as  it  is  limited  .by  the  fame  apoftlc,  Heb.  iv.  15.)  to  be  made  like 
unto  his  brethren.  But  here  our  divines  do  carefully  dtftinguifli 
infirmities  into  perfmcd  and  natural.  Perfonal  infirmities  are  fuch 
as  beial  particular  perions,  from  particular  caufes,  fuch  as  duml>- 
nefs,  blindnefs,  lamencfs,  Icprofies,  monftrofities,  and  other  de- 
formities. Thefe  it  was  no  way  neceffary  that  Cbrif^  ihould,  nor 
did  he  at  all  afTume ;  but  the  natural  ones,  fuch  as  hunger,  thirft, 
wearinefs,  fweadng,  bleeding,  mortality,  KSfc.  which  though  they 
are  not  in  themfelves  formally  and  ijitrinfically  finful ;  yet  are  they 
the  efieds  and  confequents  of  fin.  They  are  fo  many  marks,  that 
fin  hath  left  of  itfelf  upon  otu*  natures.  Apd  on  that  account 
Chrift  is  faid  to  be  fent  «  in  the  likcnefs  of  finful  flcfh,"  Rom.  viii. 
3.  Wherein  the  gracious  condefcenfion  of  Chrifl  for  us  is  mar* 
vellottfly  fignalized,  that  he  would  not  afliime  our  innocent  na- 
ture, as  it  was  in  Adam  before  the  fall,  wlille  it  flood  in  all  its 
primitive  glory  and  perfeflion  \  but  after  iin  had  quite  de&ced, 
rained,  and  fpoiled  it. 

Fourthly,  The  human  nature  is  fo  united  with  the  divine,  as 
that  each  natiure  flill  retains  its  ovra  eflential  properties  diftin&.$ 
And  this  diflindtion  is  not,  nor  can  be  lofl  by  that  union.     So  that 

-'  ■  »■■■■■■"  l^    ■■■■■■    I  I  I   ■  I  ...III.  ■  ■ 

*  Aug,  it  Ciwty  Dei.  lib.  10,  cap.  17.  p.  s^(>' 

t  FiUgenUad  Tra  L  X.  p.  aji.     Dmmafc,  lib.  3.  cap.  20. 

%  The  natural  pollution  ^d  original  defilement  of  fin,  which  cleaTes  to  hnmui 
nttnre  in  general,  could  nor  infe6t  the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  hccaufe  the  Ho!y 
Spim,  according  to  his  own  manner  of  working,  had  made  it  abfolutely  undefiled 
and  unpcccable,  or,  incapable  of  committing  fin ;  and  fuch  a  pcrfcd  and  finlefi  na- 
ture it  behoved  to  be,  in  which  our  fins,  with  their  defilement  and  guilt,  were  to  be 
done  away.     Trel.  JnRit.  p.  58. 

5  By  this  union  of  the  human  with  the  divine  natnre,  the  human  nature  is  not 
raifed  to  the  fame  pcrfedion  with  the  divine,  nor  changed  into  it,  nror  confounded 
with  it ;  as  if  what  is  any  way  peculiar  to  the  divine,  were  communicated  to  the 
hnnuD  nature ;  but  that  the  one  always  did,  and  doth,  remain  totally  diftind  from 
tte  other;  the  liumaa^  to  wit*  confifting  of  a  finite  body,  and  of  a  (oul,  the  fame, 
at  to  fubflance  and  ciTcntial  powers,  with  other  men's.     Bradfjavo  on  Jufifcatioity 
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the  twd  underftandings,  wUls,  powers,  t^c.  viis.  The  divine  and 
human,  are  not  confounded  j  but  a  line  of  di£tin£lion  runs  be- 
twixt them  ftill  in  this  wonderful  perfon.  It  wias  the  herefy  of 
Ac  Eutychians,  condemned  by  the  counfel  of  Chalcedon,  to  af- 
firm, that  there  was  no  diftindion  betwixt  the  two  natures  in 
Chrift*  Againft  whom  that  counfel  determined,  that  they  were 
united  aavyoxprvi,  without  any  immutation,  or  confufion. 

Fifthly,  The  union  of  the  two  natures  in  Chrift,  as  an  infepdra* 
He  union  ,•  fo  that  from  the  firft  moment  thereof,  there  never  was> 
nor  to  eternity  {hall  be,  any  feparation  of  them. 

DMt.  If  you  a&  how  the  union  remained  betwixt  them,  when 
^^^Chrift*s  human  foul  and  body  were  fcparated  from  each  other  upon 
C^   die  crois  ?  Is  not  death  the  difiblution  of  the  union  betwixt  foul 
and  body  ? 

RefiluHon.  True,  the  natural  union  betwixt  his  foul  and  body 
^as  diflblved  by  death  for  a  time,  but  this  hypoftatical  union  re- 
mained even  then  as  entire  and  firm  as  ever :  for,  though  his  foul 
and  body  were  divided  from  each  other,  yet  neither  of  them  from 
the  divine  nature.  Divines  affift  oiu*  conception  of  this  myftery, 
by  an  apt  illuftration.*  A  man  that  holds  in  his  hand  a  fword 
iheathed,  when  he  pleafeth,  draws  forth  the  (word  \  but  ftill 
holds  that  in  one  hand,  and  the  flieath  in  the  other,  and  then 
iheaths  it  again,  ftill  holding  it  in  his  hand  :  fo  when  Chrift  died, 
his  foul  and  body  retained  their  union  with  the  divine  nature, 
though  not  (during  that  fpace)  one  with  another. 
^^^.'-^  And  thus  you  arc  to  form  and  regulate  your  conceptions  of  this 
great  myftery.  Some  adumbrations  and  imperfeft  fimilitudes  of  it 
may  be  found  in  nature.  Among  which  fome  f  commend  that 
union  which  the  foul  and  body  have  with  each  other ;  they  are 
.  of  different  natures,  yet  both  make  one  individual  man.  Others:]: 
find  fault  with  tliis,  bccaufe  both  thefe  united  make  but  one  com- 
plete human  nature  •,  whereas,  in  Chriil's  perfon,  tliefe  are  two 
natures,  and  xommend  to  us  a  more  perfeA  emblem,  viz.  I'hat  of 
the  Cyan  and  the  tree  or  ftock,  which  have  two  natures,  yet  make 
but  one  tree.  But  then  we  muft  remember  that  the  Cpn  wants  a 
root  of  its  OAvn,  which  is  an  integral  part,  but  Chrift  aiTumed  our 
nature  integrally.     This  defect  is  by  others  §fupplied  in  the  Af»- 


^  •  *TUUtu*%vtt%  us  a  fine  illuft ration  of  it ;  "  Even  an  a  man  (fays*  he)  holding  x 
'  **  fword  iheathed,  when  he  pleaieth,  draws  f<drth  the  fword ;  but  ftill  holds  that  in 
**  one  hand,  and  the  (heath  in  t^e  other,  [and  then  iheaths  it  again,  ftill  holding 
"  it  in  his  hand  :]  fo  the  Divine  Perfon  fcparated  the  foul  from  tJvc  human  hody^ 
'^  as  it  we^  a  fword  drawn  out  of  its  Iheath,  hut  ftili  he  held  both  united  to  Kim- 
*'  felf ;  but  by  the  refurredkion  he  re-joined  the  foul  to  the  body,  as  when  <mt 
„  puts  the  fword  m  the  fcabbard.'*  i 

^^   t  J^ftin  Martyr.  \  Alex.  Alex.  5  Roberts  of  the  coTCoant* 
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Jletoemi,  the  Oaky  which  have  different  natures ;  and  the  MiJIet^t. 
iubfids  in  union  with  the  Oak^  ftill  retaining  tlic  diiTerence  of  na- 
ture \  and  though  making  but  one  tree,  yet  bears  dijBerent  fruits. 
And  fo  much  to  the  firft  thing,  namely,  the  nature  of  this  union* 
Secondly^  For  the  effefts,  or  immediate  refults    qn      f  u    r  ft. 
of  this  marvellous  union,  let  thefc  tlucc  be  well    ,  /I^  ^r  • 
confidered.  hypojfattcal  untcn. 

I.  The  two  natures  being  thus  united  in  the  perfon  of  the  Me* 
diator,  by  virtue  whereof  the  properties  of  each  nature  are  attribu- 
ted, and  do  truly  agree  in  die  whole  perfon  ;  ia  that  it  is  proper 
to  fay,  the  Lord  of  glory  was  crucified,  i  Cor.  ii.  8-  and  the 
blood  of  God  redeemed  the  Church,  Acts  xx.  28.  that  Chrift 
was  both  in.  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  at  the  fame  time,  John 
iii.  13. 

Yet  we  do  not  believe  that  one  nature  doth  transfule  or  impart 
its  properties  to  the  other,*  or  that  it  is  proper  to  fay  the  divine 
nature  fuffered,  bled,  or  died  \  or  the  human  is  onuiifcient,  omni- 
potent, onaniprefent  j  but  that  the  properties  of  both  natures,  are 
fo  alcribed  to  the  perfon,  that  it  is  proper  to  affirm  any  of  them  of 
him  in  the  concrete,  though  not  abftraftly.  The  right  under- 
ftanding  of  tliis  would  greatly  affift,  in  teaching  the  tru^fenfe  of 
the  forenr.nied,  and  many  other  dark  palTages  in  the  fcriptures. 

:(.  Another  fruit  of  this  hypoHiatical  union,  is  the  lingular  ad- 
vancement of  the  human  nature  in  Chrift,  far  beyond  and  above 
what  it  is  capable  of  in  any  other  perfon,f  it  being  hereby  re- 
plenifhed  and  filled  with  an  unparalleled  meafure  of  divine  graces 
and  excellencies  5  in  which  refpeft  he  is  faid  to  be  «  anointed  a- 
bove,  or  before  his  fellows,"  PfaL  xiv.  8.  and  fo  becomes  the  ob- 
jtct  of  adoration  and  divine  worfl^ip,  Acls  vii.  59,  This  the  So- 
cinians  oppugn  with  this  argument :  He  that  is  worshipped  witli 
a  divine  worfliip,  as  he  is  Mediator,  is  not  fo  worfhipped  as  God  ; 
bat  Chrift  is  worfhipped  as  Mediator.  But  we  fay,  that  to  be 
worfliipp^d  as  Mediator,  and  as  God,  are  not  oppofite,  but  the 
one  is  neceflarily  included  in  the  other  ;  and  therein  is  farther  in- 
.  eluded  the  ratio  formalis  fub  qua%  of  that  divine  religious  woHhip. 

3.  Hence,  in  the  laft  placci  follows,  as  another  excellent  fruit 

*  The  properties  of  both  natures  may  be  attributed  to  the  whole  perfon  of  Chriily 
XB  the  concrete;  the  Son  of  man,  who  is  a  Perfon  confifting  of  two  natures,  i«  every- 
where prefci^t,  is  eternal,  i&  adorable,  that  is^  he  is  to  be  adored  according  to  hi$ 
^Tioe  nature,  to  which  thefe  properties  (of  omniprefescc,  eternity,  praife-worthi- 
nefs)  are  applicable  :  we  adore  indeed  the  Deity  incarnate,  but  the  Divinity  itfeLf 
is  the  only  perfeft  objcA  of  our  worlhip. 

t'The  human  nature  being  thus  aiTuxnedjibave  all  ^h^r  created .natuMs>  is,  by 
Wrtue  of  this  affumption,  lifted  up  to  the  highcft  pofiible  pitch  of  dignity  ;  Heb. 
**  4»  Si  6»      BraJJhaiv  on  yujlijicattctiy  p.  79. 

j  The  furmal  ground  upon  which  the  worihip  of  Chrift,-  as  Mediator,  it 
founded. 
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of  this  union)  The  concourfe  and  cooperation  of  each  nafure  to  his  me-' 
diatory  works  ;  for  in  them  he  oBs  according  to  both  natures :  the 
human  nature  cioing  what  is  human,  ^iz.  fufFering,  fweating,  bleed* 
ing,  dying ;  and  his  divine  nature  ftamping  all  thefe  with  infinite 
value  ;  and  fo  both  fweetly  concur  unto  one  glorious  work  and  de- 
£gn  of  mediation.  Papifts  generally  deny  that  he  performs  any  of 
thefc  mediatory  i/^orks  as  God,  but  only  as  man  ;  but  how  boldly 
do  they  therein  contradict  thefe  phin  fcriptures  ?  See  2  Cor,  v. 
10.  Heb.  ix.  14,  i5»  And  fo  much  as  to  the  fecond  thing  pro- 
pounded, viz.  the  fruits  of  this  union. 

Thirdly^  The  laft  thing  to  be  opened  is  the  grounds  and  reafons 
<rA  r  f  ^^  ^^  afliimption.  And  we  may  fay,  touching 
.  iZ7TZ^^  ^at,  (I.)  That  the  human  nature  was  not  all 
tbehypoJtatiMu^  fumed  to  any  intrmfical  perfection  of  the  God- 
head,  not  to  make  that  human  nature  itfelf  per- 
feft.  The  divine  did  not  aflume  the  human  nature  neccflarily, 
but  voluntarily ;  not  out  of  indigence  but  bounty ;  not  becaufe  it 
was  to  be  perfefted  by  it,  but  to  pcrfeft  it,  by  caufing  it  to  lie  as 
a  pipe,  to  the  infinite  all-filling  fountain  of  grace  and  glory,  of 
which  it  is  the  great  receptacle.  And  fo,  confequently,  to  quali- 
fy and  prepare  him  for  a  full  difcharge  of  his  mediatorihip, 
in  the  offices  of  our  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King.  Had  he  not  this 
double  nature  in  the  unity  6f  his  perfon,  he  could  not  have 
been  our  Prophet :  For,  as  God,  he  knows  the  mind  and  will*  of 
God,  John  i.  i8.  and  iii.  13.  and  as  man  he  is  fitted  to  impart  it 
fuitably  to  us,  Deut.  xviii.  15,    16,   17,  18.  compared  with  Afts 

ZX.  22. 

As  Prieft,  had  he  not  been  man,  he  could  have  ihcd  no  blood  ; 
and  if  not  God,  it  had  been  no  adequat^j  value  for  us,*  Heb.  ii. 
17.  Afts  iii.  28. 

As  Kmg,  had  he  not  been  man  he  had  been  an  heterogeneous, 
and  fo  no  fit  head  for  us.  And  if  not  (iod,  he  could  neither 
rule  nor  defend  his  body  the  Church. 

Tlicfe  then  were  the  defigns  and  ends  of  that  afiiimption. 

Vfe  I.  Let  all  Chriftians  rightly  inform  their  minds  In  this  truth 
of  fo  great  concernment  in  religion^  and  hold  it  fq/i  againjt  all  fuhtie 
adverfariesy  that  would  wrejl  it  from  them.  The  learned  Hooker 
obfervcs,  that  the  dividing  of  Chrift's  perfon,  which  is  but  c«ic, 
and  the  confounding  of  his  natures,  which  are  two,  hath  been  the 
occafion  of  thofe  errors  which  have  (o  greatly  difturbed  the  peace 
of  the  church.    The  Arians  denied  his  deity,  levelling  him  with 

-  *  He  made  fati&fadion  in  his  human  nature ;  but  then  the  worth,  the  exceUen* 
tjt  efficacy  and  application  of  that  fatisfadion  flow  from  the  ^yw  satort.     Amcf. 
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other  mere  men.  The  ApoUinarians  maimed  hk  humanity.  The 
SabellUns  affirmedi  that  the  Father  and  Holy  Ghoft  were  incar- 
Dated  as  veil  as  the  Son ;  and  were  forced,  upon  that  abfurdtty,  by 
another  error,  w'z.  denying  the  three  diftinft  perfons  in  the  God- 
head, and  affirming  they  were  but  three  names.  The  Eutychians 
confounded  both  natures  in£!hrift,  denying  any  diftinftion  of  them. 
The  Seieufvms  affirmed^  that  he  unclothed  himfelf  of  his  huma^ 
nlty  when  he  afcended^  and  hatlum  human  body  in  heaven.  The 
Neftorians  fo  rent  the  two  names  of  Chrift  afunder,  as  to  make 
tiro  diftinA  peribns  of  them. 

But  ye  (beloved)  have  notfo  learned  Chrifi*  Te  know  he  is  (i.) 
True  and  very  God ;  (a.)  >True  and  very  man  \  that,  (3.)  thefe 
two  natures  make  but  one  perfbn,  being  united  infeparably  \  (4^) 
that  they  are  not  €on£>unded  or  fwallowed  up  one  in  another,  but 
remain  ftill  diftinA  in  the  peribn  of  Chrift.  Hold  ye  the  found 
words  which  cannot  be  condemned.  Great  things  hang  upon  all 
thefe  truths.  Oh  fufier  not  a  ftone  to  be  loofed  out  of  the  fbun« 
<lati<m. 

UJe  2.  Adore  the  love  of  the  Father^  and  the  Son^  who  bid  Jo  hi^ 
for  your fouUy- and  at  this  rate  were  contented  youjbould  he  recovered. 

1.  The  love  of  the  Father  is  herein  admirably  conipicuous^ 
who  fo  vehemently  willed  our  ialvation,  that  he  was  content  to  de« 
g>^  the  darling  of  his  foul  to  fo  vile  and  contemptible  a  ftate, 
which  was,  upon  the  matter  an  undoing  to  him,  in  point  of  repu<* 
taiion  \  as  the  apoftle  intimates,  Phil.  ii.  7.  If  two  peribns  be  at 
a  variance^  and  the  fuperior,  who  alio  is  the  wronged  peHbn,  be- 
gin to  ftoop  firf):|  and  fay,  you  have  deeply  wronged  me,  yea,  your 
blood  is  not  able  to  repair  the  wrongs  you  have  done  me :  however^ 
fuch  is  my  love  to  you,  and  willingnefs  to  be  at  peace  with  you, 
that  1  will  part  with  what  is  moft  dear  tQ  me  in  all  the  world,  for 
peace^ake  \  y^  though  I  (koop  below  myfelf,  and  ieem,  as  it 
weie,  to  forget  my  own  relation  and  endearments  to  my  own  {bn» 
I  will  not  fufier  fuch  a  breach  betwixt  me  and  you.  John  iii.  16. 
"  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son.'* 

2.  And  how  aftonifhing  is  the  love  of  Chrift,  that  would  make 
fttch  a  ftoop  as  this  to  exalt  us  I*  Oh,  it  is  raviihing  to  think,  he 
ihould  pais  by  a  more  excellent  and  noble  fpecies  of  creatures^  r&- 
fiifing  the  angdic  nature,  Heb.  ii.  i6.  to  take  flefh ;  and  not  to 
iblace  and  diiport  Umfelf  in  it  neither,  nor  experience  fenfitive 
pleafures  in  the  body ;  for,  as  he  needed  them  not,  being  at  the 
fountain-head  of  the  higheft  joys,  fo  it  was  not  at  all  m  his  defigny 

Vol.  I.  No.,  a.  •  L 

*  Mo  body  nufes  another  l)ring  low,  wtthout  firft  ftoopuig  down,  and  bowing 
^Minfttftothe  groaad.    Nurm^ 
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but  the  ^ery  contrary,  even  to  make  4iimfelf  a  fubjeft  capable  of 
fbrrows,  wounds,  and  tears.*     It  was,  as  tlic  apoftle  elegantly  ex- 

{)rcfleth  it,   in   Heb.  ii.    9.   owa?j  vtto  vrxyro^  yt'j<Tr,Ta.i  6a>arv  ,   that  He 

might  fenlibly  tafte  what  reliih  death  hath,  and  what  bittemefs  is 
in  thofe  pangs  and  agonies.  Now,  Oh  that  you  would  get  your 
hearts  fuitably  imprcfled  and  affefted  with  thefe  high  imprefliircs 
of  the  love  both  of  the  Father  and  the  Son !  How  is  the  courage 
of  fome  noble  Romans  celebrated  in  hiftory,  for  the  brave  adven- 
tures they  made  for  the  commonwealth ;  but  they  could  never 
ftoop  as  Chrift  did,  being  fo  infinitely  below  him  in  perfonal  dig- 
nity. 

IJfe  3.  And  here  infinite  wifdom  has  alfo  left  a  famous  and 
cverlafting  mark  of  itfclf ;  which  invites^  yea,  even  chains  the 
eyes  of  angels  and  men  to  itfel£.f  Had  there  been  a  general 
council  of  angels,  to  advife  upon  a  way  of  recovering  poor  iinnersj 
they  would  all  have  been  at  an  everlafting  demur  and  lofs  abotft  it. 
It  could  not  h^ve  entered  their  thoughts  (though  they  arc  intelli- 
^  gencers,'  and  more  fagacious  creatures)  that  ever  mercy,  pardon, 
and  grace,  fhould  find  fuch  a  way  as  this  to  ifliie  forth  from  the 
heart  of  God  to  the  hearts  of  finnei's.  Oh,  how  wifely  is  the  me- 
thod of  our  recovery  laid  !  fo  that  Chrift  may  be  well  called,  <*  the 
*<  power  and  wifdom  of  God,"  i  Cor.  i.  24  ;  forafmuch  as  in  him 
the  divine  wifdom  Is  more  glorified  than  in  all  the  other  works  of 
God,  upon  which  he  hath  imprefled  it.  Hence  it  is,  that  fome 
of  the  fchoolmeri  afiirm,  (though  I  confefs  myfelf  unfatisfied  with 
it)  that  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  was  in  itfelf  &  glorious  a  demon- 
ftration  of  God's  v/ifdom  and  pow^r,  and  thereupon  fo  defirable 
in  itfelf,  that  though  man  had  not  finned,  yet  Chrift  would  have 
been  made  man, 

Ufe  4.  Hence  alfo  we  infer  the  incompffrahle  fweetfiefs  of  the  Chrif- 
turn  re/igiofTy  that  Jhenus  poor  finners  fuch  a  fair  foundation  to  rcjl 
their  trembling  confciences  upon.  While  poor  diftreffed  fouls  look  to 
themfelves,  they  are  perpetually  puzzled.  That  is  the  cry  of  a 
diftreffed  natin-al  confcience,  Micah  vi.  6.  <«  Wherewith  fliali  I 
**  come  before  the  Lord  ?*'  the  ^  Hebrew  is  rv\rv  iDTpN  how 
fliall  I  prevent  or  anticipate  the  Lord  ?J  and  fo  Montanus  renders 

*  The  Son  of  God  therefore  took  flelh,  that  he  might  be  capable  of  fulFeriflg  in 
human  nature^  what  he  could  not  have  done  in  the  Divisc,  which  is  incapable  of 
fuKTering.     Tbrod, 

f  It  muft  lurpafs  human,  or  even  angelical  underflandings,  to  conceive,  or,  if 
conceived,  to  hope  for  fuch  a  deliverer :  wherefore,  if  a  finner,  fenfible  of  the 
divine  maledidion  due  to  his  fms,  were  left  to  himfelf,  by  fearching  to  find  out 
fuch  relief*  the  more  he  laboured  in  the  fcarch',  the  more  would  he  throw  himfelf 
headlong  uAo  a  boundlefs  abyff  of  horror  and  defperation.  Bradjhaw  on  JuJliJUm* 
tian^  P«  74*  ' 

J  [Kciiom]  Antivertit,  anticipavit,  obvenit.    £uxhrf. 
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it,  ///  quo  praoccupato  Dominum  ?  Confdence  fees  God '  arming  > 
hunfelf  with  wrath^  to  avenge  himfelf  for  iln  \  cries  out.  Oh, 
how  ihail  I  prevent  him  !  if  he  would  accept  the  fruit  of  my  bo* 
d7i.(thofe  dear  pledges  of  nature,)  for  the  fin  of  my  foul,  he' 
ihould  have  them.  But  now  we  fee  God  coming  down  in  iieih, 
and  fo  intimately  united  our  fleih  to  himfelf,  that  it  hath  no  pro- 
per fubfiftence  of  its  own,  but  is  united  with  the  divine  perfon  : 
henc3  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  what  worth  and  value  muft  be  in  that . 
blood ;  and  how  eternal  Ibve,  fpringing  forth  triumphantly  fro^i 
itj  flourishes  into  pardon,  grace,  and  peace.  Here  is  a  way  in 
which  the  finner  may  fee  juftice  and  mercy  killing  each  other, 
and  the  latter  exercifed  freely,  without  prejudice  to  tlie  former. 
Ail  other  confciences,  through  the  world,  lie  either  in  a  deep 
ileep  in  the  devil's  arms,  or  elfe  are  rolling  (fca  flck)  upon  the 
waves  of  their  own  fears  and  difmal.prefages.  Oh,  happy  arc 
they  that  have  dropped  aiichor  on  this  ground,  and  not  only 
know  they  have  peace,  but  why  they  have  it ! 

IJfe  5.  Of  how  great  concirummt  is  it,  that  Chrijijbould  have  uni"^ 
en  with  our  particular  perfons,  as  well  as  with  our  common  fuUure  f 
For  by  this  union  with  our  nature  alone,  never  any  man  was,  or 
can  be  faved.  Yea,  let  me  add,  that  this  union  with  our  natures, 
is  utterly  in  yaii^  to  you,  and  will  do  you  no  goodi  except  he 
have  union  with  your  perfons  by  faith  alfo.  It  is  indeed  infinite  1 
mercy,  that  God  is  come  lb  near  you,  as  to  dwell  in  your  flefh  % 
and  that  he  hath  fixed  upon  fuch  an  excellent  method  to  fave  poor 
finners.'  And  hath  he  done  all  this  ?  is  he  indeed  come  hoipct 
even  to  your  own  doors,  to  feek  peace  ?  doth  he  vail  his  unfiip* 
portable  glory  under  fleih>  that  he  might  treat  the  more  familiar- 
ly i  and  yet  do  you  refufe  him,  and  fhut  your  hearts  acainfl  him  ? 
then  hear  one  word,  and  let  thine  ears  tingle  at  the  iound  of  it : 
Thy  fin  is  hereby  aggravated  beyond  tlic  iiu  of  devik,  who  never 
finned  againft  a  mediator  in  their  own  nature ;  who  never  defpilcd, 
or  refilled,  becaufe,  indeed,  they  were  nev^  offered  terms  of 
mercy,  as  yqu  arc.  * 

And  I  doubt  not  but  the  devils  themfelves,  who  now  tempt  yoc^ 
to  rej^,  will,  to  all  eternity,  upbraid  your  folly  for  rejefting  thisf 
great  falvation,  which  in  this  excellent  way  is  brought  down,  cvenj 
to  yoiur  own  doors. 

Ufe  6.  If  Jcfiis  Chrift  has  afilimed  our  nature,  then  he  is  fenfihh 
touched  with  the  infirmities  that  attend  it,  andfi  hath  pity  and  compafm 
fonfor  us,  under  all  our  burdens.  And  indeed  this  was  one  end  of 
bis  afiTuming  it,  that  he  might  be  able  to  have  compailion  on  us,^ 
as  you  read,  Heb.  iL  17,  18.  «  Wherefore  in  all  tilings  it  be- 
"  hoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be 

a  merciful  and  feithftd  High-prieft,  in  things  pertaining  to  God, 
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«  to  mafcc  reccRiciIiation  for  the  few  of  the  people.    For  in  that  be 
<^  himfelf  hath  ru£Eered|  being  tempted^  he  is  sd>le  to  faccfour  them 
<<  that  are  tempted."    O  what  a  comfort  is  this  to  us,  tkait  he  whd 
b  our  High-prieft  ia  heaven>  hath  our  nature  on  him,  to  enable- 
him  to  take  compaffion  on  us  f 

Ufs  7.  Hence  we  fee,  to  what  a  height  God  intends  t^  huild  up  the 
happinefs  of  man,  in  that  he  hath  /aid  the  foundation  thereof fo  deep,  i>i 
the  incarnation  of  his  own  Son.  ■ 

They  that  intend,  to  build  high,  ufe  to  lay  the  foundatiofi  low. 
The  happinefs  and  glory  of  our  bodies,  as  well  as  foub,  are  found* 
ed  in  ChrilVs  taking  our  flefli  upon  him :  for,  thefem,  as  m  a 
model  or  pattern,  God  intended  to  ihew  what  in  time  he  refelves 
to  make  of  our  bodies ;  for  he  will  fAtreurxniutTt^M,  transform  our 
vile  bodies,  and  make  them  one  day  conformable  to  the  glorious 
body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  21.    This  flefti  was  therefore  af- 
fumed  by  Chrift,  that  in  it  rtiight  be  flicwn,  a»in  a  pattern,  how^ 
God  intend*  to  honour  and  exalt  k.     And,  mdeed,  a  greater  ho- 
liour  cannot  be  done  to  the  nature  of  man,  than  what  is  already 
done,  by  this  grace  of  union ;  nor  are  our  perfons  capable  of  high- 
er glory,  than  what  coniifts  in  their  conformity  to  tWs  glorious 
bead.    Indeed  the  flelh  of  Chrift  will  eter  have  a  diftiivft  glory 
from  ours  in  heaven,  by  reafbn  of  this  unions  for  being  the  body 
which  the  Word  aflimied,  it  is  two  ways  advanced  fingnlarly  a- 
Ifcove  the  flcfli  and  blood  of  all  other-  iften,  *z-  Ju^JeStivelfi  and 
dfy'eaivefy :  Subjedively,  it  is  the  flefk  aiid  blood  of  God,  Ads 
*x.  28.  and  fo  hath  a  diftinft  and  incoinmunicable  glory  oi  its 
own.     And  objeftively,  it  is  the  flcfli  and  blood  which  all  the  an- 
gels and  faints  adore.     But  though  in  thefe  things  it  be  fiiperemi- 
nentty  exalted,  yet  it  is  both  the  medium  and  pattern  of  all  that 
glory  which  God  defigns  to  raife  us  to. 

Ufe  8.  Laftly,  How  wonderful  a  comfort  is  iff  that  he  who  dweUt 
in  ourjiefh  is  God?  What  joy  may  not  a  poor  believer  m^e  Out  of 
this  ?  what  comfoi:t  one  made  out  eJf  it,  I  will  give  you  in  his  o^n 
words,  «  I  fee  it  a  work  of  God,  (faith  he)  that  experiences  are 
«  all  loft,  when  ftimmonfes  of  Improbition,  to  prove  our  charters 
««  of  Chrift  to  be  counterfeit,  are  railed  againft  poor  fouls  in  their 
^  heavy  trials.  But  let  me  be  a  finner,  and  worfe  than  the  chief 
«  of  finners,  yea,  a  guilty  devil,  lam  fure  my  well-beloved  is 
«  God,  and  my  Chrift' is  God.  And  when  I  fay  tny  Chrift  is 
«  God,  I  have  faid  all  things,  I  can  fay  no  more.  I  would  I 
«  could  build  as  much  on  this,  My  Chrift  is  Godf  as  it  would  heal* : 
«  I  might  lay  all  the  world  upon  it.** 

God  and  man  in  one  perfon!  Oh!  thrice  happy  conjunfWoa  I 
As  man,  he  is  full  of  experimental  fenfc  of  our  infirmities,  wants, 
and  burdens  5  and,  as  God,  he  can  fiipport  aad  fupj^y  them  all. 
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The  aTpeA  of  faith  upon  this  wonderfuIFerfeHi  h<m  rdievnifl^  ho«r 
nrvivingy  how  abundantly  fatisfymg  is  it  ?  God  will  never  Svonse 
the  believing  Ibul,  and  its  confort,  after  he  hath  tnairied  our  tOk^ 
tore  to  his  own  Son,  fay  the  hypoftatical»  and  our  perfons  alibt  by 
the  bkfled  myftical  union. 


SERldON    VI. 

Of  the  Authority  by  which  Cmtisr^  as  Mediator,  afted. 

John  vi.  27. 
Par  bitn  kath  God  the  Fathpr  feaUd. 

XT'OU  have  heard  Chrift's  cpaipafl,  or  agreement  with  the  F»» 
j[  ther,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption }  as  alfo  what  the  Fa* 
ther  did,  in  purfilance  of  the  ends  thereof,  in  pvmg  his  Son  out  of. 
his  boiom,  isfc*  alfo  what  the  Son  hath  done  towards  it,  in  at- 
iuming  fldh.  But  though  the  gk>riou«  work  be  thus  far  advanced^ 
yet  all  he  fliou)d  aA  in  that  ai^med  body,  had  been  invalid  and 
vain,  without  a  due  call,  and  commiflion  from  the  Father,  {o  to 
do :  which  is  the  import  of  the  words  now  before  you* 

This  icripture  is  a  part  of  Chrift's  exceUenr  reply  to  a  felf-ended 
generaticm,  who  followed  him,  not  for  any  fpiritual  excellencies 
that  they  fsnar  in  him,  or  foul-advantages  they  expected  by  him, 
bat  for  bread.  Inftead  of  making  his  fervice  their  meat  ^d  drink, 
they  only  ferved  him,  that  they  might  eat  and  drink.  Self  is  a 
thing  may  creep  into  the  heft  hearts  and  aflions  \  but  it  oniy  pre* 
donunatesvin  the  hypocrite.  Thefe  people  had  fought  Chrift  from 
place  to  place,  and  having  at  laft  found  him,  they  falute  him 
with  an  impertinent  compliment,  «  Rabbi,  whence  cameft  thou 
»  hither  ¥^  verie  25*  ChrifVs  reply  is  partly  diffuqfive^  and  part- 
h  JireQive.  He  difiiiades  them  from  putting  the  fecondary  and 
mbordinate,  In  the  place  of  the  principal  and  ultimate  end  \  not  to 
prefer  thrir  bodies  to  their  fouls,  their  fleihly  ai^commodatioiis  to 
the  glory  of  God.  <^  Labour  not  for  the  meat  that  periiheth.** 
Wherein  he  doth  not  take  them  oflF  from  their  lawful  labours  and 
callings)  but  he  dS^Jiiades  them,y&^,  from  minding  thofe  things 
too  intently ;  and,  Jectmdly^  he  difiuades  them  from  Uiat  odiot;^  fin 
of  making  refi^n  i>ut  a  pretence  for  the  belly. 

And  it  is  partly  direSiivej  and  that  in  the  main  end  and  bufinefs 
of  life.  «  But  labour  for  that  meat  which  endureth  to  eternal  life )" 
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to  get  bread  for  your  foub'to  live  eternally  by.  And,  that  he 
might  engage  their  diligence  in  feeking  it  to  purpofey  he  (hews 
than  not  only  where  they  may  have  it,  [«  which  the  Son  of  man 
•«  fhall  give  yew'*]  but  alfo  how  they  may  be  fiilly  latisfied  that  he 
hath  it  for  them,  in  the  claufe  I  have  pitched  on ;  <<  For  him  hath 
«  God  the  Father  fealed'/' 

In  thefc  words  are  three  parts  oblervable. 

!•  The  Pcrfon  fealing  or  invcfting  Chrift  with  authority  and 
power  J  which  is  faid  to  be  God  the  Father.  Though  all  the  pcr- 
fons  in  the  Godhead  are  equal  in  nature,  dignity  and  power,  yet 
in  their  operation  there  is  an  order  obferved  among  them ;  the  Far- 
ther fends  the  Son,  the  &»  b  fent  by  the  Father,  the  Holy  Ghofl  is 
fent  by  both. 

a.  The  fubjeft  in  which  God  the  Father  lodges  this  authority, 
\Him]  that  is,  the  Son  of  man.  Jefus  Chrift,  he  is  the  vpwro* 
)ix7ixo»,  the  firft  receptacle  of  it ;  and  he  muft  here  be  underftood 
cxclufively.  God  the  Father  hath  fo  fealed  him,  as  he  never  fcaicd 
any  other  before  him,or  that  fhall  arife  after  him.  No  nameis  given 
in  heaven,  or  earth,  but  this  name  by  which  we  are  faved,  Adls  iv. 
12.     «  The  government  is  upon  has  fhoulders,'*  Ifa.  ix. 

3.  Here  is  farther  obfervable,  the  way  and  manner  of  the  Fa- 
ther's delegating  arid  committing  this  authority  to  Chrift  5  and  that 
is,  by  fialin^  him.  Where  we  have  both  a  metonymy^  the  fymbol 
of  authority  being  put  for  the  authority  itfelf,  and  a  metaphor ^feal^ 
iftgf  which  is  a  human  aA,  for  the  ratifying  and  confirming  an  in- 
ftniment,  or  grant,  being  here  applied  to  God.  Like  as  princes^ 
hy  fealed  credentials^  confirm  the  authority  ofthofe  that  are  fent  by  them  / 
as  the  Dutch  Annotators  well  expreis  the  meaning  of  it.  Hence 
we  note, 

Doft.  That  Jefus  Chrjft  did  not  of  himfelf  undertake  the  ixmhof 
our  redemption y  hut  tvas  folemnly  fealed  unto  that  nvork  by  God  the 
Father. 

When  I  fay,  he  did  not  of  himfelf  undertake  this  work,  I  mean 
not  that  he  was  unwilling  to  go  about  it,  for  his  heart  was  as  fiiUy 
and  ardently  engaged  in  it,  as  the  Father's  was :  fo  he  tells  ns, 
Pfal.  xl.  7.  «Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  God  5  thy  law  is  in  my 
«<  heart."  But  the  meaning  is,  he  came  not  without  a  due  call, 
and  full  commiflion  from  his  Father.  And  fo  it  is  to  be  under- 
ftood in  oppofition  to  intrufion,  not  voluntary  fufception  5  and 
this  IS  the  meaning  of  that  fcripture,  John  viii.  24.  "  I  proceeded 
*'  and  came  from  God ;  neither  came  I  of  myielf,  but  he  fent 

me."      And   this   the  apoftle  plamly  exprefleth,    and    fiilly 
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clears;*  Hebw  v.  4, 5.  <<  And  no  man  taketh  this  honour  to  himfelff 
'  «  but  he  that  \%  called  of  God»  as  was  Aaron :  fo  alio,  Chrift  glorified 
«  not  himfelfto  be  made  an  High-prieil;  but  he  that  laid  un« 
««  to  him.  Thou  art  my  Son."  And  on  the  accoimt  of  thefe 
fealed  credentials,  he  received  from  the  Father,  he  is  called  th^ 
Apoftle  and  High*prieft  of  our  profeffiqn,  Heb.  ili.  i.  t.  /•  one 
Called  and  fent  forth  by  the  Father's  authority.  Our  prefent  bu- 
finefs,  then,  is  to  open  Chrift's  commiffion,  and  to  riew  the  great 
fcal  of  heaven  by  which  it  was  ratified. 

And,  to  prcferve  a  clear  method  in  the  explication  of  this  great 
truth,  into  which  yoiu*  faith  and  comfort  is  refolved,  I  fhall, 

Firfiy  Shew  what  was  the  work  and  office  to  which  the  Father 
iealed  him. 

Secondly^  What  his  fealing  to  this  work  doth  imply. 

ThirJIy,  How,  and  by  what  afts,  the  Father  fealed  him  to  it. 

Fourthly^  Why  it  was  neceflary  that  he  fhould  be  thus  fealed 
and  authorized  by  his  Father ;  and  then  improve  it  in  its  proper 
ufes. 

Firfty  What  was  that  office,  or  work,  to  which  his  Father  feaU 
cd  him  ?  I  anlwer,  more  generally,  he  was  fealed  to  the  whote 
work  of  mediation  for  us,  thereby  to  recover  and  fave  all  the  eleft, 
whom  the  Father  had  given  him ;  fb  John  xvii;  2.  <'  .It  was  to 
**  give  et^maT  life  to  as  many  as  were  given  him  :  it  was  «<  to  bring 
«« -Jacob'  again  to  him,"  Ifa.  xlix.  5.  or,  as  the  apoftle  exprefles 
it,  I  Pet.  iii.  1 8.  "  That  he  might  bring  us  to  God."  More  par- 
ticularly, in  order  to  the  fure,  and  full  efie^ting  of  this  moil  glori- 
ous defign,  he  was  fealed  to  the  offices  of  a  Prophet,  Prieft,  and 
King,  that  fo  he  might  bring  about  and  compafs  this  work. 
.  I.  God  fealed  him  a  commiffion  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of 
/alvation  to  finners.  This  commiffion  Chrifl  opened  and  read  in. 
the  audience  of  the  people,  Luke  iv.  17,  18,  19,  20,  21-  "  And 
<*  when  he  had  opened  thd  book,  he  found  the  place  where  it  was 
«  written.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath 
<«  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor,  he  hath  fent  me 
*<  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  cap- 
«  tives,  and  the  recovering  of  fight  to  the  blind,  to  fet  at  liberty 
**  them  that  are  bruifed  5  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
«*  Lord.  And  he  clofed  the  book,  isfc.  And  he  began  to  fay  un- 
•*  to  them,  This  day  is  this  fcripture  fulfijled  in  your  ears." 

2.  He  aUb  fealed  him  to  the  priefthood,  and  that  the  moft  ex- 
cellent 5  authorizing  him  to  execute  both  the  parts  of  it,  v«.  ob^ 
latory  and  intercejfory^     He  called  him  to  oSer  up  himfelf  d  facrifice 

*  That  there  can  be  no  other  thing  inferred  from  this  exprefTion  of  the  apoftle, 
but  this,  that  Chrift  was  caUed  to  the  office  of  Mediator,  h^  kim  whofe  Son  he  wu« 
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fear  m.  ^  I  have  power  (fakh  he)  to  lay  down  137  life ;  tUs 
«  commandment  have  I  received  ojF  .my  Father/'  John  x.  1 8^ 
jLni  upon  that  account^  his  offering  up  of  his  blood  is^  by  the 
updUe,  Med  an  a£t  of  obedieiice,  as  it  is,  Phil.  ii.  8.  <<  He  becasiie 
<<  obedient  unto  death/'  He  aUb  called  him  ito  intercede  for  us  ; 
Heb.  vii,  21,  24,  25-  «  Thefe  priefts  were  made  witihout  an  oath  ; 
«  but  this  with  an  oath  i  by  him  that  faid  unto  him,  The  XiOrd 
V.  fware>  and  will  not  repent,  thou  art  a  prieft  for  ever  */'  becaufe 
his  (acrifice  is  virtually  continued,  in  his  living  for  ever  to  ma]s:p 
kiterceiBon,  as  it  is,  verfe  24*     Yea, 

3.  He  called  him  to  his  regal  offi<::e  *,  he  was  fct  upon  the  higlv* 
eft  tlirone  of  authority  by  his  Father's  commiilion,  as  it  U,  Matth. 
xxviii.  18.  ««  All  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given  to  me/'  To 
all  this  was  Chrift  fealed  and  authorised  by  his  Father, 

Secondly f  What  doth  the  Father's  fealing  of  Chrift  to  this  WQrk 
and  office  imply  ?  There  are  divers  things  implied  in  it :  As, 

1.  The  validity  and  efficacy  of  all  his  mediatory  a6h.  For,  hy 
virtue  of  this  his  fealing,  whatever  he  did  was  fulW  ratified.  And 
in  this  very  thing  lies  much  of  a  believer's  comfort  and  fecurity  ; 
forafmuch  as  all  a£bdone  without  commiffion  and  authority  (how 
great,  or  able  foever  the  perfon  that  doth  them  is,  yet)  are  in  them* 
lelves  null  and  void.  But  what  is  done  by  commiffion  and  autho- 
rity, is  authentic^  and  moft  allowable  among  men.  Had  Chrift 
come  from  heaven,  and  entered  upon  his  mediatory  work  without 
a  due  call,  our  faith  had  been  ftumbled  at  the  very  threihold ;  but 
this  greatly  fatisfies, 

2.  It  imports  the  great  obligation  lying  upon  Jefus  Chrift  to  be 
faithful  in  the  work  he  was  fealed  to :  for,  the  Father,  in  this 
commiffion,  devolves  a  great  truft  upon  him,  and  relies  upon  hica 
^r  his  moft  faithful  difcharge  thereof.  And,  indeed,  upon  this 
very  account  Chrift  reckons  himfelf  fpecially  obliged  to  purfue  the 
Father^s  defign  and  end,  John  ix.  4.  "  I  muft  work  the  works  of 
«  him  that  fent  me."  And  John  v.  30.  «  I  feck  not  mine  owa 
«  will,  but  the  will  of  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me."  Still  liis 
eye  is  upon  that  work  and  will  of  his  Father.  And  he  reckons 
honjielf  under  a  neceffity  of  pun^hial  and  precife  obedience  to  it ; 
and,  as  a  faithful  fervant,  wDl  have  his  own  will  fwallowed  up  in 
his  Father's  will. 

3.  It  imjTorts  Chrift's  complete  qualification,  or  inffa-umental 
fitnefe  to  ferve  the  Father's  defign  and  end  of  our  recoviery.  Had 
not  God  known  him  to  be  every  way  fit,  and  qualified  for  the 
work,  he  would  never  have  fealed  him  a  commiffion  for  it«  Mea 
may,  but  God  will  not  feal  an  unfit,  or  incapable  perfon,  for  his 
work.  And,  indeed,  whatever  is  defirable  in  a  fervant,  was  emi- 
nently found  in  Chrift ;  ior  fcuthfylnefs^  none  like  him.    Mofe& 
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love  whh  hoUneCs,  that  at  the  price  of  his  blood  he  will  buy  it  for 
lis.   Hence  the  obfervation  b  ^ 

DoA.  That^efus  Chrift  did  dedicate^  and  vjhoUy  pt  hmfelf  apart 
to  the  wart  of  a  Mediator^  Jhr  the  eUffsfake. 

Thb  point  is  a  glafs,  wherein  the  eye  of  your  .faith  ihay  fee  Je-^ 
ius  Chrift  preparing  himfelf  to  be  ofiercd  np  to  God  for  uS)  fit- 
ting himfelf  to  die.  And  to  keep  a  dear  method,  I  (hall  open 
thefe  two  thingSj  in  the  doArinal  part ;  Firjty  what  his  fan^fying 
himielf  implies  :  Secondly^  How  it  refpeds  us. 

FirJ^  What  is  impUed  in  this  phrafej  ^  I  fanAify  myfelf/* 
And  there  are  feven  things  carried  in  it. 

1.  This  phrafe  ['<  I  fan£tify  myfelf^  implies  theperfinal  union 
rf'  the  two  natures  in  Chrift ;  far  what  is  that  ¥rfaich  he  here  calls 
f^^^fi  but  the  fame  that  was  confecrated  to  be  a  facrifice,  even 
his  human  nature  ?  This  was  the  facrifice.  And  this  alfo  was 
himfelf:  So  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Heb.  ix.  14.  <<  He  through  the 
««  eternal  Spirit,  oflFered  up  himfelf  to  God,  without  fpot."  So 
that  our  nature,  by  that  aflumption,  is  become  himielf.  Greater 
honour  cannot  be  done  it,  or  greater  ground  of  comfort  propofcd 
to  us.  But  having  fpoken  of  that  uuion  in  the  fbrmier  fermon9 
HxiSL  remit  the  reader  thither. 

2.  This  fan Aifying,  or  confecrating  himfelf  to  be  a  facrifi^e>  for 
I2S>  implies,  the  greatnefs  and*  dreaJ^neJs  of  that  breach  nvhich  fin 
mnade  ktwixt  God  and  us.  You  fee  no  lefs  a  facrifice  than  Chnft 
himfelf  muft  be  fan£tified  to  make  atonement.  Judge  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  wound  by  the  breadth  of  the  plaifler.  <<  Sacrifice 
^  and  ofiering,  and  bumt-ofiering  for  fin,  thou  wouldft  not ;  but 
^  a  body  h2&  thou  prepared  me,**  Heb.  x.  5.  All  our  repen- 
tance, could  we  fhed  as  many  tears  for  fin,  as  there  have  fallen 
drops  of  rain  fince  the  cre&tion,  could  not  have  been  our  atone- 
ment :  <<  But  God  was  in  Chrifl  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf.'' 
And  had  he  not  fandified  Chrift  to  this  end,  he  would  haVe  fanc- 
l36cd  himfelf  upon  us,  in  judgment  and  iiuy  for  ever. 

3.  This  his  landtifying  himfelf,  imp]it&  his  free  and  voluntary  un^ 
derfoHng  cfthe  work.  It  is  not,  I  am  fanBified^  as  if  he  had  been 
scierely  paffive  in  it,  as  the  lambs  that  typed  him  out  were,  when 
pltickt  from  the  fold ;  but  it  is  an  a£tive  verb  he  pfeth  here,*  / 

JixftBify  nvyfelfi  he  would  have  none  think  that  he  died  out  of  a 
neceffity  of  compuMon,  but  out  of  choice :  Therefore  he  is  faid 
to  ^  ofier  up  hfanfelf  to  God,  Heb.  3(.  14.    And  John  ix.  i8. 
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f«  I  lay  down  my  life  of  myfelf :  no  man  taketh  it  from  me." 
And  although  it  is  often  faid  his  Father  fmt  hiwy  and  gave  him  ; 
yet  his  heart  was  as  much  fet  on  that  work,  as  if  there  had  been 
nothing  but  glory^  eafe,  and  comfort  in  it  ^  he  was  under  no  con- 
Ifaainty  but  that  of  his  own  love.  Therefore,  as  when  the  fcrip- 
ture  would  fet  forth  the  willingnefs  of  the  Father  to  this  work,  it 
fiuth,  Godfent  his  Son^  and  God  gave  his  Son:  io  when  it  would 
fet  forth  Chrift's  willingnefs  to  it,  it  faith,  he  offered  up  himfelft 
gave  himfelf  and,  here  in  the  text,  faitBified  himfelf  The  facri* 
fice  that  ftrug^ed,  and  came  not  without  force  to  the  altar,  was 
reckoned  ominous  and  unlucky  by  the  Heathen :  our  Sacrifice  de* 
dicated  himfelf}  he  4icd  out  of  choice,  and  was  a  free-will  ofier- 
ing. 

.  4«  His  fanftifying  himfelf^  implies  his  pure  and  perfeB  hoTitiefs  ; 
that  he  had  nq/fiat  or  blemi/b  in  him.  Thofc  beafts  that  prefigured 
hiin>  were  to  be  without  blemifli,  and  none  elfe  were  confccratcd 
to  that  fervice.  So,  and  more  than  fo,  it  behoved  Chrift  to  be, 
Heb*  vii.  7,6.  **  Such  an  High  Prieft  became  us,  who  is  holy, 
harmlefs,  undeiiled,  feparate  from  fmners  :'*  And  what  it  became 
him  to  be,  he  was.  Therefore,  in  allulion  to  the  lambs  offered 
imder  the  law,  the  apoftle  calls  him  a  Lamb  nvithout  blemi/b^  ^fp^r 
I  Pet.  I.  19.  Every  other  man  hath  a  double  fpot  on  him,  the 
heart-fpot,  and  the  life-fpot  \  the  fpot  of  original,  and  the  fpot$ 
of  a£hial  fins.  But  Clirift  was  without  either,  he  had  not  the  fpot 
of  original  fin,  for  he  was  not  by  man;  he  came  in  a  peculiar  way 
into  the  world,  and  fo  efcaped  that :  nor  yet  of  afhial  fins  \  for, 
as  his  nature,  fo  his  life  was  fpotlefs  and  pure,  Ifa.  liii.  9.  <<  He 
«<  did  no  iniquity."  And  though  tempted,  to  fin  externally,  yet 
he  was  never  defiled  in  heart  or  practice  \  he  came  as  near  as  he 
could  for  our  fake's,  yet  ftill  without  fin,  Heb.  iv.  15.  If  he  fane- 
tifies  himfelf  for  9  facrifice,  he  muft  be  as  the  law  required,  pure 
and  ^otlefs. 

5.  His  fandtifying  himfelf  for  our  fakes,  fpeaks  fhejirengih  of  his 
hvey  and  largenefs  of  his  heart  top^orfinners^thus  to  fet  himfelf  nvhoUy 
and  entirely  apart  for  us :  fo  that  what  he  did  and  fufiered,  myft.all 
of  it  ^ave  arefpedl  and  relation  to  us.  He  did  not  (when  conse- 
crated for  us)  live  a  moment,  do  an  act,  or  fpeak  a  word,  but  it 
had  fome  tendency  to  promote  the  great  defign  of  our  falvation. 
He  was  only  and  wholly,  and  always  doing  your  work,  when  con- 
fecrated  for  your  fakes.  His  incarnation  refpefb  you ;  Ifa.  ix.  6: 
<<  For  to  us  a  child  is  born,  to  us  a  fon  is  given."  And  he  would 
never  have  been  the  fon  of  man,  but  to  make  you  the  fons  and 
daughters  of  God.  God  would  not  have  come  down  in  the  like- 
ncfs  of  finful  flefh,  in  the  habit  of  a  man,  but  to  raife  up  finfii) 
man  unto  the  likengis  of  Cod,    All  the  miracles  he  wrovgUt 
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were  iot  you,  to  confirm  your  fiuth:  When  he  nifed  up  Laza- 
niS)  John  xi.  42.  «  Becaule  of  the  people  which  flknd  by^  I  faid 
«  it,  that  they  might  believe  that  thou  hadft  fcnt  me.'*  While 
he  lived  on  earth,  he  lived  as  one  wholly  let  apart  for  us ;  and 
when  he  died,  he  died  for  u^,  Gal.  lii.  13.  «,he  was  made  a  curf^ 
«  for  us."  When  he  hanged  on  that  curfed  tree,  he  hangecf 
there  in  our  room,  and  did  but  fill  our  place.  When  he  was 
buried,  he  was  buried  for  us  :  for  the  end  of  it  was,  to  perfume 
our  graves,  againft  we  come  to  lie  down  in  them.  And  when  he 
rofe  again,  it  was,  as  the  apoftle  faith,  <*  for  our  juftification,'' 
R(Mn.  iv.  25.  When  he  afcended  into  glory,  he  proteftcd  it  was 
about  our  bufinefs,  that  he  went  to  prepare  places  for  us :  and  if  it 
had  not  been  fo,  he  would  have  told  us,  John  xiv.  2.  And  now 
he  is  there,  k  is  for  us  that  he  there  lives  j  for  «  he  ever  lives  to 
*'  make  interceffion  for  us,"  Heb.  vii.  25-  And  when  he  fhall 
return  again  to  judge  the  world,  he  will  come  for  us  too.  <*  He 
**  comes  (whenever  it  be)  to  be  glprified  in  his  faints,  and  ad- 
mired in  them  that  believe,"  2  TheflT.  i.  10.  He  comes  to  gather 
his  faints  home  to  himfelf,  that  where  he  is,  there  they  all  may  be 
in  foul  and  body  with  him  for  ever.  Thus  you  fee  how,  as  his 
Gonfecration  for  us  doth  f^ak  him  let  apart  for  our  ufe ;  fo  he  did 
wholly  beftow  himfelf,  tune,  life,  death,  and  all  upon  us  \  living 
»Ki  dying  for  no  other  end,  but  to  accomplifli  this  great  work  of 
ialvaticm  for  us. 

6.  His  ianftifyittg  himfelf  for  us  plainly  fpeaks  the  vicegerency  of 
hfsdeathy  that  it  loas  in  our  f-ootn  orJleaJ,  When  the  prieft  confc- 
crated  the  facriiice,  it  was  fet  apart  for  the  people.  So  it  is  faid 
of  the-  fcapc-goat ;  *<  And  Aaron  Ihall  lay  I  oth  his  hands  upon 
^  the  head  of  the  live  goat,  and  confefs  over  him  all  the  iniquities 
**  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  all  their  tranfgreffions  in  all  their 
**  fins,  putting  them  upon  the  head  of  the  goat,  and  fhall  fend 
"  him  away  by  the  hand  of  a  Ht  man  into  the  wildemefs,"  Levit. 
xvi.  21.  Thus  Ifa.  liii.  6,  7.  He  ftood  in  our  room,  to  bear  our 
burden.  And  as  Aaron  laid  the  iniquities  of  the  people  upon  the 
goat,  fo  were  ours  laid  on  Chrift  ;  it  was  faid  to  him  in  that  day. 
On  thee  be  their  pride,  their  unbelief,  their  hardnefs  of  heart, 
their  vain  thoughts,  their  earthly-mimiLt'rii,;';,  <.*fc.  Thou  art 
confecrated  for  them,  to  be  the  facrifice  in  x'm.ir  rcom.  His  death 
was  in  our  flead^  as  well  as  for  our  good.  And  ib  nijch  i  is  fiinc- 
tifying  himfelf  [for  us]  imports. 

7.  His  fanflifying  himfelf,  'imports  the  extraonlrftarifiefs  of /:is  per-* 
Jon :  for  it  fpeaks  Bm  to  be  both  Pnefl^  Sacriffy  oml  Altar y  all  in 
one:  a  thing  unheard  of  in  the  luorld  before.  So  that  his  name  might 
well  be  caHed  Wonderful,  Ifanciify  myfelf:  I  fun^tify,  according  to 
both  natures  ;  royfell,  1.  e.  my  human  nature,  which  was  the  fa- 
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crifice  upon  the  sdtar  of  my  diinne  nature ;  far  It  is  the  altar  that 
lanAifics  the  gift.  As  the  three  offices  never  met  in  one  perfoa 
before,  fo  thefe  three  things  never  met  in  one  priefk  before.  The 
priefts  indeed  coafecrated  the  bodies  of  beafts  for  facrifices,  but 
never  ofiered  up  their  own  fouk  and  bodies  as  a  whole  bomt-of- 
ferins,  as  Chrift  did.  And  thus  you  have  the  import  of  this 
I^irale,  IfanEHfj  nvjTelffir  their  fahes. 

Secondly y  I  Uiall  ihew  you  briefly  the  habitude  4nd  refpef^  that 
all  this  hath  to  us ;  for  unto  us  the  fcripturcs  every  where  prefer  it. 
So  in  I  Cor.  v.  7.  «  Chrift  our  paflbvcr  is  facrificed  for  us.'* 
Eph.  V.  2.  ««  He  loved  the  churchy  and  gave  himfelf  for  it."  See 
Tit.  11.  14,  This  will  be  made  out,  by  a  threefold  coniideration  of 
ChriiFs  death-     And, 

1.  Let  it  be  confidered,  that  be  nvas  not  offered  up  to  God  fir 
his  ownJSns ;  for  he  was  moft  holy.  Ifa.  liii.  9.  No  iniquity  was 
found  in  him.  Indeed,  the  priefts  under  the  law  offered  for  them* 
felves,  as  well  as  the  people  5  but  Chrift  did  not  fo,  Heb.  vii.  27- 
*<  He  needed  not  daily,  as  thofe  High-priefts,  to  offer  up  facrifice, 
*«  firft  for  his  own  fins,  and  then  for  the  people's."  Axid  indeed 
had  he  been  a  fiimer,  what  value  or  efficacy  could  have  been  in 
his  facrifice  ?  He  could  not  have  been  the  facrifice,  but  would 
have  needed  cme.  Now,  if  Chrift  were  moft  holy,  and  yet  put  to 
death,  and  cruel  ftifferings,  either  his  death  or  fufierings  muft  be 
an  aft  of  injuftice  and  cruelty,  or  it  muft  refpeft  others,  whofe  per- 
fons  and  caufe  he  fuftained  in  that  fuffering  capacity.  He  could 
never  have  fuffered  or  died  by  the  Father's  hand,  had  he  not  been 
a  finner  by  imputation.  And  in  that  refpeft,  as  Luther  fpeaks, 
he  was  the  greateft  of  finners ;  or,  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaks» 
all  ourjins  were  tnade  to  meet  upon  him ;  not  that  he  was  intrinfically^ 
but  was  made  fo,  y&,  by  imputation,  as  is  clear  from  2  Cor.  v.  ai . 
<'  He  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin."  So  that  hence  it 
IS  evident,  that  Chrift's  death,  or  facrifice,  is  wholly  a  rcfpeftivc 
or  relative  thing.  .     . 

2.  It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  here,  that  the  fcripturcs  frequently 
call  the  death  of  Chrift /I /r/r^,  i  Cor.  vi.  20.  and  a  ran/am.  Mat, 
XX.  28.  or  counterprice*.  To  whom  then  doth  it  relate,  but  to 
them  that. were,  and  are  in  bonds^e  .and  captivity?  If  it  was  to- 
redeem  any,  it  muft  be  captives :  but  Chrift  himfelf  was-never  in 
captivity }  he  was  always  in  his  Father's  bofom,  as  you  have  heard  i 
but  we  were  in  cruel  bondage  and  thraldom,  under  the  tyraa- 
ny  of  fin  and  Satan :  and  it  is  we  only  that  have  the  benefit  of  this 
ranibm. 

3.  Either  the  death  of  Chrift  muft  relate  to  believers,  or  elfe  he 

*  AvrfOff  arriXvlfW^  l  e.  freHmHf  pmimm  ex  advetfo  re/p$itJw/ 
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noft  diein  Tain.  As  £3r  tbe  angels,  thoie  that  ftbod in  thdr  in- 
tegrity,  needed  no  facrifice,  and  thoTe  that  fell,  are  totally  eacdo* 
ded  from  any  benefit  bjr  it :  he  is  not  a  Mediator  for  them*  And 
among  men  that  have  need  of  it,  unbelievers  have  no  ihare  in  it^ 
they  rejeft  it ;  fuch  have  no  part  in  it.  If  then'  he  neither  died 
for  himlelf,  as  I  proved  before,  nor  for  angels,  ncsr  unbelievers  | 
other  his  blood  muft  be  fhed  with  refpeA  to  believers,  or,  which 
ismoft  abfiurd,  and  never  to  be  imagined,  fhed  as  water  upon  the 
groiind,  and  totally  caft  away  ;  fo  that  you  fee  by  all  this,  it  wa* 
Sir  onr  iake^  as  the  text  (peaks,  that  he  fan£ti£ed  himfelf*  And 
aow  wf  may  fay,  Lord,  the  cofuhtination  was  thine,  that  ibeju/H^ 
jkcaion  might  be  mine ;  the  agorvf  thine,  that  the  viBhrj  might  be 
mine  \  the  pain  was  thine,  and  the  ea/e  mine  $  ih&Jhripa  thine,  and 
^beiettli/ig  balm  ifliiing  from  them  mine ;  the  vinegar  and  gaJlwtrc 
thine,  that  thc.boney  vnAfweet  might  be  mine ;  the  curfe  was  thine, 
that  the  hkjfing  might  be  mine ;  the  crown  of  thorns  was  thine,  that 
the  crvtvn  of  gkry  might  be  mine ;  the  Jiath  was  thine,  the  life 
puixhafed  by  it  mine ;  thou  paidft  the  prici  that  I  might  enjoy  the 
mberitanct* 

We  come  next  to  the  inferences  of  truth  deducible  from  this- 
point,  which  folbw. 

•  bferenci  I.  If  Jcfiis  Chrift  did  wholly^ fct  himielf  apart  for  be- 
lievers, how  roafonable  is  it  that  believers fbould  confecrate  andfet  them^ 
fdves  apart  wholly  for  Chrifi  ?  Is  he  all  for  us,  and  £hall  we  be  no* 
thing  for  him  ?  -What  he  was,  he  was  for  you  ?  Whatever  he  did, 
was  done  for  you ;  and  all  that  he  fyiffcred,  was  fuffcred  for  you. 
O  then,  «  I  bcfeech  you,  brethren,  by  the  merqies  of  God,  prc- 
•«  fcnt  your,  bodies,"  /.  e.  your  whole  felves,  (for  fo  body  is  there* 
lynecdochically  put  to  fignify  the  whole  peifcn)  I  fay,  «  prefont 
*<  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God,  which 
**  is  your  reafonable  fervice,'*  Rom.  xii.  i.  As  your  good  was 
Clirift's  end,  fo  let  his  glory  be  your  end.  Let  Chrift  be  the 
<*  end  of  your  converfation,"  Heb,  xiii.  7-  As  Chrift  could  fay. 
To  me  to  live  is  you ;  fo  do  you  lay,  *<  For  us  to  live  is  Chrift,*' 
Phil.  i.  ai«  O  that  all  who  profcfs  faith  in  Chrift,  could  fubfcribe 
cordially  to  that  profcffion,  Rom.  xiv.  8.  <<  None  of  us  liveth  to 
*^  himfelf,  and  no  man  dieth  to  himfelf ;  but  whether  we  live,  we 
^  live  to  the  Lord  \  and  whether  we  die>  we  die  to  the  Lord ; 
«<  £>  then  whether  we  live  or  die,  we  are  the  Lord's.**  This  is  to 
be  a  Chriftian  indeed.  What  is  a  Chriftian,  but  an  holy  dedica- 
ted thing  to  the  Lord  ?  And  what  greater  evidence  can  there  be, 

.  f  " 

•    fiynecdocbe'  Rttrarca^  pro  vos-mtt  ipfoi  Mui  L  ^   your  whoIc  pcrfoiu.     Sic  Pi- 
reus  in  loc 
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that  Chrift  ftt  hlmfelf  apart  for  tou,  than  your  fettiiig  youridhrer 
aftart&irhiin? 

Tbis  is  thfi  marriage-covenant,  Hof.  Ui.  3.  <<  Thou  (kak  be  fat 
<<  me;  and  not  for  another ;  ^  will  I  be  for  thee.''  Ah,  what  a 
life  is  the  life  of  a  Chriftian  \  Chrift  all  for  you>  and  you  all  for 
lvm»  .Blefied  exchange!  Soul,  (faith  Chrift)  all  I  have 'is  thine* 
liord,  (&ith,the  foul)  and  all  I  have  is  thine.  Soul,  (fahh  Chrift^ 
iBf  perfim  is  wonderful,  but  what  I  am,  I  am  for  thee :  my  life 
wa»  fpei^  in  bbour  and  travail,  but  lived  for  thee.  And  Lord^ 
(laith  the  believer),  my  perfon  is  vile,  and  not  worth  thy  acoept<» 
ing;  but  foch  a&  it  is,  it  is  t^ine ;  my  foul,  with  all  anc^every 
iaadty ;  my  body,  and  every  member  of  it,  my  gifts,  time,  and 
all  my  talents  are  thine* 

And  fee  that  as  Chrift  bequeathed  and  made  over  himfolf  tx> 
you,  fo  ye,  in  like  manner,  beftow  and  make  over  yourfclvcs  to 
him.    He  lived  not,  neither  died  (as  you  hear)  for  himfolf,  but 
you.     O  that  you,   in  like  manner,  would  down  with  felf,  and 
exalt  Chrift  in.  the  room  of  it.     «  Wo,  wo  is  me,  (faith  one)  that 
the  holy  profeffion  of  Chrift  is  made  a  fliewy  garment  by  many 
t&  bring  home  a  vain  fame ;  and  Chrift  lis  made  to  ferve  men's 
ends.     This  is  to  ftop  an  oven  with  a  king's  robes.     Except  tatcsk 
*•  martyr  and  flay  the  body  of  fin,  in  fanftified  felf*detoial>  they 
ihall  nev/KT  be  Cbrift's  martyrs  and  faithful  witndlcs.     O  if  T 
•could  be  mafter  of  that  houfe-idol,  myfelf,  mine  own,  mine-. 
.  own  wit,  will,  credit,  and  eafc,  how  blefled  were  I !  O  but  we 
.  haye  need  to  be  redeemed  from  ourfelves,  rather  than  from  the 
devil  and  the  world.     Learn  to  put  out  yourfclvcs,  and  to  put 
in  Chrift  for  yourfclvcs.     I  fhould  make  alTwcet  bargain,  and' 
and  gjvc  old  for  new,  if  I  could  fhuf&e  out  felf,  and  fubftitnte 
.  Chrift  vmy  Lord  in  place  of  my  felf ;  to,  fay,  not  I,  but  Chrift  ; 
^  not  my  will,  but  Chrift's  5  not  my  eafe,  not  my  lufts,  not  my 
'  credit,  but  Chrift,  Chrift. — O  wretched  idol,  mxfelfi  when  ihaUi 
I  fee  thee  wholly  dccourted,  and  Chrift  wholly  put  in  thy  room  ?' 
O  if  Clwift  had  the  full  place  and  room  of  myidf,  that  all  my 
aims,  purpofes,  thoughts  and  defircs  would  coaft  and  land  upon 
Chrift,  and  not  upon  myfelf-' 

He  fet  hinifelf  apart  for  you  believers,  and  no  others ;  no,  not 
for  angels,  but  for  you  :  Will  ye  alfo  fet  yourfelves  apart  peculiar- 
ly  for  Chrift  ?  be  his,  and  no  other's  ?  Let  not  Chrift  and  the 
world  fhare  and  di\'ide  your  hearts  in  two  halves  betwixt  them  \ 
let  not  the  world  ftep  in  and  fay,  half  mine.  You  will  never  do 
Chrift  right,  nor  anfwcr  this  grace,  till  you  can  fay,  as  it  is,  Pfal. 
bgciii, .25.  *'  Whom  have  1  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  on  earth 
^*  there  is  none  that  I  delire  in  comparifon  of  thee."  None  but 
Chrift,  none  but  Chrift,  js  a  proper  motto  for  a  Chriftian. 
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He  left  the  higheft  and  beft  enjoyments,  even  thcrfe  in  Us  Fa- 
ther's bofom,  to  fet  himfelf  apart  for  death  and  fuffering  for  foVL : 
Are  you  ready  to  leave  the  bofom  of  the  beft  and  fweeteft  enjoyv. 
ments,  you  have  in  tliis  world,  to  ferve  him  ?  If  you  ftand  not 
habitually  ready  to  leave  father,  mother,  wife,  children,  lands, 
yea,  and  life  too,  to  ferve  him,  you  are  not  worthy  of  him,  Matt. 

He  was  fo  wholly  given  up  to  your  fervice,  that  he  reliifcd  net 
the  worft  and  hardeft  part  of  it,  even  bleeding,  gi^oaning,  dying- 
work  ;  his  love  to  you  fweetened  all  this  to  him  5  Can  you  fay  fo 
too ;  do  you  "  account  the  reproaches  of  Chrift  greater  riche$ 
«<  than  the  treafures  of  Egypt,  as  Mofes  did  ?"  Heb.  xi.  26. 

He  had  fo  entirely  devoted  himfelf  to  your  work,  that  he  could 
teot  beat  reft  till  it  was  finiflied :  he  was  fo  intent  upon  it,  that  he 
*«  forgot  to  cat  bread,"  John  iv.  3 1,  32-  So  it  ihould  be  with  you  | 
his  fervice  fhould  be  meat  and  drink  to  you.    To  conclude : 

He  was  fo  wholly  given  up  to  your  work  and  fervice,  that  h€ 
would  not  fuffer  hin^elf  to  be  in  the  leaft  diverted,  or  taken  oflT 
horn  it:  and  if  Peter  himfelf  counfel  him  to  favour  himfelf,  he 
fhall  hear,  «  Get  thee  behintl  me,  Satan.'*  O  happy  were  it  if 
our  hearts  were  but  fo  engaged  for  Chrift !  In  Galen's  time  it  Was 
proverbial,  when  they  would  exprefs  the  impoflibility  of  a  things 
JTw  tnay  asfoon  tale  off  a  Chfiftian  from  Chri/f.  Thus  you  fee  whiJt 
ufe  you  fliould  make  of  Chrift's  fanftifying  himfelf  for  you. 

Inf.  2.  If  Chrift  hath  ian£Hfied  or  confecrated  himfelf  for  us  ; 
learn  hence,  what  a  horrid  evil  it  isy  to  ufe  Chrift  or  his  bloody  as  m 
mmmm  and  unfancfijied  thing.  Tet  fo  fome  do,  as  the  apoftle 
(peaks,  Heb.  x.  29.  The  apoftate  is  faid  to  tread  upon  the  Son 
of  God,  as  if  he  were  no  better  than  the  dirt  under  his  feet,  and 
to  count  his  blood  an  unholy  (or  common)  thing.  But  wo  to  them 
that  do  fo,  they  ihall  be  counted  worthy  of  fomething  worfe  than 
dying  without  mercy,  as  the  apoftle  there  fpeaks. 

And  as  this  is  the  fin  of  the  apoftate,  fo  it  is  alfo  the  fin  of  all 
thofe  that  without  faith  approach,  and  fo  profane  the  table  of  the 
Lord,  unbelievingly  and  unworthily  handling  thofe  awful  things. 
Such  ^  eat  and  drink  judgment  to  themfelves,  not  difceming  the 
^  Lord's  body,"  i  Cor.  xi.  29.  Whereas  the  body  of  Chrift  was 
a  thing  of  the  deepeft  fanftification  that  ever  God  created ;  fanfti- 
fied  (as  the  text  telb  us)  to  a  far  more  excellent  and  glorious  pur- 
pofc  than  ever  any  creature  in  heaven  or  earth  was  fan<Stified.  It 
was  tliereforc  the  great  fin  of  thofe  Corintliians,  not  to  difcem  it, 
and  not  to  behave  themfelves  towards  it,  when  they  faw  and 
handled  the  figns  of  It,  as  became  fo  holy  a  thing. 
.  And  as  it  was  their  great  fin,  fo  God  declared  his  juft  indigna- 
tion againft  it,  in  thofe  fore  ftrokes  inflicted  for  it^    A&  the|  dilF-. 
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cerned  not  the  Lord's  body,  fb  neither  did  the  Lord  difcem  theif 
bodies  from  others  in  the  judgments  that  were  inflicted.  And,  as 
one  well  obferres,  God  drew  the' model  and  platform  of  their  pu- 
nilhment,  from  the  ftrufhire  and  proportion  of  their  fin.  And 
truly,  if  the  moral  and  fpiritual  feeds  and  ori^nals  of  many  of 
our  outward  affli^ons  and  fickneSes  were  but  duly  fifted  out, 
poifibly  we  might  find  a  great  part  of  them  in  the  bowels  of  this 
fin. 

The  juft  and  righteous  God  will  build  up  the  breaches  we  make 
upon  the  honour  of  his  Son,  with  the  ruins  of  that  beauty,  ftrength 
and  honour  which  he  hath  given  our  bodies.  O  then,  when  you 
draw  nigh  to  God  in  that  ordinance,  take  heed  to  fanAify  his  name» 
by  a  fpiritual  difcerning  of  this  moft  holy,  and  moft  deeply  fanfti*  " 
fied  lx)dy  of  the  Lord ;  fanftified  beyond  all  creatures,  angels  or 
men,  not  only  in  refpeft  of  the  Spirit  which  filled  him,  without 
meafure  with  inherent  holinefs,  but  alfo  in  refpoft  of  its  dedica* 
tion  to  fuch  a  fervice  as  this,  it  being  fet  apart  by  him  to  fuch 
holy,  folemn  ends  and  ufes,  as  you  have  heard. 

And  let  it,  for  ever,  be  a  warning  to  fuch  as  have  lifted  up 
their  hands  to  Chrift  in  a  holy  profefilon,  that  tKey  never  lift  up 
their  heel  againft  him  afterwards  by  apoftafy.  The  apoftate  treads 
pn  God's  dear  Son,  and  God  will  tread  upon  him  for  it.  <<  Thou 
<<  haft  trodden  down  all  that  err  from  thy  ilatutes,^  Pfal.  cxix. 
Ii8. 

h^.  3.  What  a  choice  pattern  ofhve  to  faints  have  we  here  before 
US!  Calling  all  that  are  in  Chrift  to  an  imitation  of  him,  even  to 
give  up  ourfelves  to  their  fervice,  as  Chrift  did ;  not  in  the  fame 
land,  \o  none  can  give  himfelf  for  them,  but  as  we  are  capable* 
You  fee  here  how  Us  heart  was  afiedbd  to  them,  that  he  would 
iandify  hunfelf  as  a  facrifice  for  them.  See  to  what  a  height  oF 
duty  the  apoftle  improves  this  example  of  Chrift,  i  John  iii.  i6* 
<«  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down  his 
<*  life  for  us ;  and  we  ought  alfo  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the 
<<  brethren."  So^ie  Chriftians  came  up  fairly  to  this  pattern  in 
primitive  times ;  Prifcilla  ^d  Aquila  laid  down  th'-.ir  necks  for 
Paul,  Rom.  xvi.  4.  i.  e.  eminently  hazarded  their  lives  for  him  ; 
and  he  himfelf  could  <^  rejoice,  if  he  were  oftered  up  upon  the  fa- 
<«  crifice  and  fervice  of  their  faith,'*  Phil.  ii.  17.  And  in  the 
next  times,  what  more  known,  even  to  the  enemies  of  Chriftianl- 
ty,  than  their  fervent  love  one  to  another  ?  Ecce  quam  mutuo  fe 
Jiligunty  ft  mori  volunt  pro  alterutris  I  See  how  they  love  one  ano- 
ther, and  are  willing  to  die  one  for  another  ! 

But  alas  !  the  primitive  fpirit  is  ahnoft  loft  in  this  degenerate 
age :  inftead  of  ^ring  down  life,  how  few  will  lay  down  twelv&- 
pCRce  for  them  ?  I  rememj^er^  it  is  the  obfervation  of  a  late  Wor* 
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indeed  was  faithful  to  a  pin,  but  fdll  as  a  fcrvant ;  but  Chrlft  as  a 
Son,  Heb.  iii.  2.  He  is  the  faithful  and  true  vritnefs^  Rev.  i.  5. 
For  vsealf  none  like  him.  The  zeal  of  God's  houfe  did  eat  him  up, 
John  u.  16 f  17.  He  was  fo  intent  upon  his  Father's  work,  that  he 
forgot  to  cat  bread,  cotmting  his  work  his  meat  and  drink,  John 
iv.  32.  Yea,  and  love  to  his  Father  carried  him  on  through  all  his 
work,  and  made  him  delight  in  the  hardeft  piece  of  his  fenrice  ; 
ibr  he  ferVcd  him  as  a  Son,  Heb.  ili.  5, 6.  All  that  ever  he  did  w^ 
done  in  lov€«  For  wfdom^  none  like  him.  Tho  Father  knew  him 
to  be  mofl  wife,  and  faid  of  him  before  he  was  employed,  ««  Be- 
«  hold  my  fervant  (hall  deal  prudently,"  Ifa.  lii.  13.  To  conclude, 
for  felf^niali  never  any  like  him  )  he  fought  not  his  own  glory, 
but  the  glory  of  him  that  fent  him,  John  viii.  50.  Had  he  not 
been  thus  faithful,  zealous,  full  of  love,  prudent,  and  felf-denying, 
he  had  never  been  employed  in  this  great  afiair^ 

4.  It  implies  Chrift's  fole  autliority  in  tlie  church,  to  appoint 
and  enjoin  what  he  pleafeth ;  and  this  is  his  peculiar  prerogative^ 
("or,  the  commiffion  God  fealed  him  in  the  text,  is  a  fingle,  not 
a  joint  commifHon  -,  he  hath  fealed  him,  tod  none  beiide  him. 
Indeed  there  were  fome  that  pretended  a  call  and  commiffion  from 
God ;  but  all  that  were  before  him  were  .thieves  and  robbers,* 
that  came  not  in  at  the  door,  as  he  did,  John  x.  8.  And  he  him- 
iclf  foretels,  that  after  him  fome  fhould"  arife,  and  labour  to  de* 
ceive  the  world  with  a  feign?d  commiflion,  atid  a  counterfeit  fcal, 
Matth.  xxiv*  24.  «  There  fhall  arife  falfe  Chrifts,  and  falfc  pro- 
^  phets,  and  fhall  (hew  great  figns  and  wonders  \  infomuch,  that 
«  if  it  were  pofGble,  th^  fhould  deceive  the  very  eleft."  Bu% 
God  never  commiffioned  any  befides  him,  neither  is  there  any 
other  name  under  heaven,  Afts  iv.  12.  Thus  you  fee  how  the 
validity  of  his  a£b,  his  obligation  to  be  faithful,  his  complete  qua<« 
lifications,  and  fole  authority  in  the  church,  are  imported  in 
his  fealing. 

Thirdly,  Let  OS  enquire  how  God  the  Father  fealed  Jefus  Chrift 
to  this  work,  and  we  fhall  find  that  he  was  fealed  by  four  a£b  of 
the  Father. 

Is  B^  folemn  dejignation  to  this  ivork.  He  fingled  him  out  and  fet 
him  apart  for  it :  and  therefore  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  chap.  xlii.  i. 
calls  him  God^s  eleB.\  And  the  apoftle  Peter,  i  Pet.  ii.  4.  Chofen 
tfGod.     This  word  which  we  render  EleB^X  doth  not  only  fignify 

Vol.  I.  M 

•  Afl  that  came  Wore  mc  (that  is,  trhom  \  did  not  f^nd,  but  who  ran  unfenf, 
mifig  thcmfelvcs  out  Itx  the  Mefllah)  are  thieves  and  rohbcrs ;  aftt  r  their  guilc- 
ml  macocr,  they  have  contrived  certain  falfe  doors  to  heaven,  by  which  they  hav€ 
thrown  men  down  headlong  into  the  abyls  of  everlafting  mifcry.     Dietericvs. 
\  *^rrs     Elc<ft^  i. ^.choice,  furpaifing,  excellent. 

{  See  the  Dutch  amtdatUM  on  this  pUce. 
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one  that  in  himfelf  is  eximious^  worthyi  and  excellent,  but  alio 
one  that  is  fet  apart  and  defigned,  as  Chrift  was,  for  the  Work  of 
mediation.  And  fo  much  is  included  in  John  x.  36.  where  the 
Father  is  faid  to  fanAify  him,  i.  e*  to  ieparate,  and  devote  him  to 
this  fervice, 

2.  He  was  fealed,  not  only  by  folemn  defignation,  but  alfo^^gftw- 
efninent  and  unparalleled  fanEt'tJiccd'tofl.  He  was  anointed,  as  wdl  as 
appointed  to  it.  The  Lord  filled  him  with  the  Spirit,  and  that 
without  meafure,  to  qualify  him  for  this  fervice.  So  Ifa.  Ixi.  1,2, 
3.  «« The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath  anoint-* 
cd  me  to  preach,"  &c.  Yea,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  not  only 
upon  him,  but  he  was  full  of  the  Spirit,  Luke  iv.  i.  and  fo  full 
as  was  never  kny  befide  him ;  for  God  *<  anointed  him  with  the  of! 
of  gladneis,  above  his  feUows,'*  Pfalm  xlv.  7.  Believers  are  his 
fellovrs,  or  co-partners  of  this  Spirit :  *  they  have  an  anointing 
sdib,  but  not  as  Chrift  had;  f  in  him  it  dwelt  in  its  fiilnefs,  iii  them 
according  to  meafure.  It  was  poured  out  on  Chrift,  our  Head, 
abundantly,  and  ran  down  to  the  hem  of  his  garment.  ««  God  gave 
•«  not  the  Spirit  to  him  by  meafure,**  John  iii.  34.  God  filled 
Chrift:'s  human  nature,  to  the  utmoft  capacity,  with  all  fulnefi  of 
the  Spirit  of  knowledge,  wifdom,  love,  (is^c,  beyond  all  creatures, 
for  the  plenary  and  more  efie£bial  adminiftration  of  his  mediator- 
fliip :  he  was  fiiU  extenpvelyy  with  all  kinds  of  grace ;  and  full 
intenftwlyj  with  all  degrees  of  grace.  -  "  It  pleakd  the  Father 
^  that  in  him  fhould  all  futnefs  dwell.  Col.  i.  19.  as  light  in  the 
fun,  or  water  in  a  fountain,  that  he  might  not  ov\r  fill  all  things^ 
ais  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Eph.  i.  22.  but  that  he  mijght  be  prompt,  ex- 
pedite, and  every  way  fit  to  difcharge  his  own  work,  which  was 
die  next  and  immediate  end  of  it :  fo  that  the  holy  oil  that  was 
poured  out  upon  the  head  of  kings  and  pricfts,  whereby  they  were 
confecrated  to  their  offices,  was  but  typical  of  the  Spirit,  by  which 
Chrift  was  confecrated,  or  fealed,  to  his  ofiicesf . 

3.  Chrift  was  fealed  by  the  Father's  immediate  tejlimony  from  hea^ 
ven^  whereby  he  was  declared  to  he  the  perfon  whom  the  Father  hadfin 
lemnly  defigned  and  appointed  to  this  work.  And  God  gave  this  ex- 
traordinary teftimony  of  him  at  twQ  remarkable  feafons ;  the  one 
was  juft  at  his  entrance  on  his  public  miniftry.  Mat.  iii.  ult,  the 

•  From  Chrift  come  the  name  Chriftians,  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  Partakers 
of  an  holy  undion ;  True  Chriftians  have  not  merely  the  name  without  the  thing; 
but  they  who  are  called  by  the  name  of  Chriftians  have  the  anointing  which  tlie 
name  imports.     CUJf, 

f  Thefe  gifts,  confidercd  abfolutely,  and  in  themfelves,  were  finite ;  eren  as  the 
human  nature  of  Chrift  itfelf  was  finite;  yet  in  refped  of  us,  they  were  indeed  with- 
out meafure.    Dr.  Alt.  Explkation  o/tbt  CiiUehi/m.  Part  II.  p.  170. 

I  Exod.  XX3L  a3»  «4»a5>  301  3i»  32. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SekM.  VI.  The  Fountain  of  Life.  pi 

Other  but  a  little  before  his  Aifierings,  Mat.  xvii.  5.    This  voice     • 
vns  not  iarmcd  by  fuch  organs  and  inftruments  of  fpeech  as  ours 
are,  but  fay  creating  a  voice  in  the  air*  which  the  people  heard  found-* 
ing  therein  :  by  t^  God  owned,  approved,  and  as  by  a  feal  rati- 
fied his  work. 

4*  Chrifi:  was  iealed  by  the  Father,  in  aUthfe  extraordinary  mi- 
racuUus  works  vmmgbt  by  hiniy  in  which  the  Father  gave  yet  more 
full  and  convincing  teftknonies  to  the  world,  that  thi^s  was  he 
whom  he  had  appointed  to  be  our  Mediator.  Thefe  were  con- 
viftive  to  the  world,  that  God  had  fent  him,  and  that  his  do^ine 
was  of  God.  «  God  anointed  Jcfus  of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy 
^  Ghoft  and  power,  who  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all 
<<  that  w^re  opprefled  of  the  devil ;  for  God  was  with  him,"  A<Sbs 
X.  38.  And  (oy  John  v.  36*  «  I  have  a  greater  witnefe  than  that 
^  of  John  I  for  the  works  which  the  Father  hath  given  me  to 
^  fin^Qi,  the  fame>  works  that  I  do,  bearwitnefi  of  me,  that  the 
«  Father  hath  fent  me."  Therefore  he  ftill  referred  thofe  that 
doubted  of  him,  or  of  his  do£fa:ine,  to  tlie  feal  of  his  Father,  even 
the  miracolous  works  he  wrought  in  the  power  of  God,  Mat.  xi. 
3,  4,  5.     And  thus  the  Father  fealed  him. 

FourMy  and  /^/p.  We  will  enquire  why  it  was  neceflary  Chrift 
fltouldbe  fealed  by  his  Father  to  this  work :  and  there  are  theie 
three  weighty  reafons  for  it. 

1.  Eife  be  had  not  correfponded  with  the  types  which  prefigtired  him^ 
ondin  him  it  was  neceffary  that  they  Jhould  be  all  accompli/bed.  You 
know,  under  the  Law,  the  kings  and  high  pricfls  had  their  Iut 
augurations  by  iblemn  un£tions }  in  all  which  tiiis  confecration,  or 
fealing  of  Chrift  to  his  work,  was  ihadowcd  out :  and  therefore 
you  £ball  find,  Heb.  v«  4,  5.  <^  No  man  taketh  this  honour  to 
<<  hknfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron :  fo  alfo*' 
(mark  the  neceflary  correfponclency  betwixt  Chrift  and  them) 
«  Chrift  glorified  not  himfelf,  to  be  made  an  High  Prieft ;  but  he 
«  that  faid  unto  him.  Thou  art  my  Son."  ^ 

2.  Moreover,  hereby  the  hearts  of  believers  are  the  more  engaged  ta 
^  the  Father,  inafmuch  as  it  appears  hereby  that  the  Fatha^s  love^ 
and  good  will  to  tbemi  was  the  original  andfpring  cf  their  redemption. 
For  had  not  the  Father  fealed  him  fuch  a  comniiftion,  he  had  not 
come  \  but  now  he  comes  in  the  Father's  name,  and  in  the  Father's 
love,  as  well  as  his  name  *,  and  fb  all  men  are  bound  to  afcribe 
equal  glory  and  honour  to  them  both :  as  it  is,  John  v.  23. 

3.  And  efpecially  Chrift  would  not  come  without  a  commit 
fion,  becaufe,  elfe  you  had  no  ground  for  your  faith  in  Urn.  How 
ihould  we  have  heenfatisfiedy  that  this  b  indeed  the  true  Mefliah, 

'•  Caryl  on  Job  i.  7. 
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cxcq)t  he  had  opened  his  commiffion  to  the  world,  and  fliewM  his 
Father's  leal  annexed  to  it  ?  If  he  had  come  without  his  credtntiaii 
'from  heaven,  and  only  told  the  world  that  God  had  fent  him, 
and  that  they  mufl  take  his  bare  word  for  it,  who  could  have  reft* 
eel  his  faith  on  thatteflimony  ?  And  that  is  the  true  meaning  of 
that  place,  John  v.  31.  «  If  I  bear  witness  of  myfelf,  my  witncfs 
«*  is  not  true,"  How  fo  ?  You  will  fay,  doth  not  that  contradict 
what  he  faith,  John  viii.  14.  *«  Though  I  bear  record  of  myielf,  yet 
^  my  record  is  true."  Therefore  you  muft  underftand  truth,  not 
as  it  is  oppofed  to  reality ;  but  the  meaning  is,  if  I  had  only  g^ven 
you  my  bare  word  for  it,  and  not  brought  othe?  evidence  firom 
my  Father,  my  teftimony  had  not  been  authentic  and  valid,  ac- 
cording to  human'  laws ;  but  now  all  doubtings  ar^  precluded* 
Let  us  next  improve  this. 

Inf.  I.  Hence  we  infer  the  unreafonablenefs  of  injidelity^  and  how 
little  rejefters  of  Chrift  can  have  to  pretend  for  their  fo  doing. 
You  fee  he  hath  opened  his  commiffion  in  the  gofpel,  fhewn  the 
world  his  Father's  hand  and  feal  to  it,  given  as  ample  fatis&jtiou 
as  reafon  itfelf  could  defire,  or  expeft;  yet  even  his  own  received 
him  not,  John  i.  1 1.  And  he  knew  it  before-hand,  and  therefore 
^complained  by  the  prophet,  Ifa.  Jiiii*  !•  **  Who  hath  believed  our 
report  ?"  &c.  Yea,  and  that  he  is  believed  on  in  the  world,  is  by 
the  apoftle  put  among  the  great  tnyfteries  of  godlineis,  i  Tim.  iii. 
16.  A  man  that  well. con iiders  with  what  convincing  evidence 
Chrift  comes,  would  rather  think  it  a  myftery,  that  any  ibould  not 
believe.  But,  Oh  the  brutifh  obftinacy,  and  deviliih  enmity,  that 
is  in  nature  to  Jefus  Chrift !  Deviliih  did  I  fay  ?  You  muft  give 
me  that  word  again,  for  he  compelled  the  devil's  aftent ;  «  We 
"  know  thee,  whom  thou  art."  An^  it  is  equally  as  wonderful 
to  fee  the  facitity  that  is  in  nature  to  comply  (meanwhile)  with  any, 
even  the  moft  foolifti  impofture.  Let  a  falfe  Chrift  arife,  and  he 
fhall  deceive  many,  as  it  is,  Matth.  xxiv.  24,  Qf  this  Chrift  com- 
plains, anu  not  without  great  reafon,  J6hn  v.  43.  <^  I  am  come  in 
«'  my  Father's  name,  and  ye  receive  me  not :  If  another  come  in 
«^  his  own  name,  him  will  ye  receive,"  q.  d*  You  are  incredulous 
to  none  but  me  :  every  deceiver,  every  pitiful  cheat,  that  hath  but 
wit,  or  rather  wickcdnefs,  enough  to  tell  you  the  Lord  hath  fcnt 
him,  though  you  muft  take  his  own  Angle  word  for  it,  he  ftxall 
obtain  and  get  difciples  ;  but  though  I  come  in  my  Fathenfs  name, 
i.  e.  ftiewing  you  a  oomndffion  ftgned  and  fealed  by  him,  dping 
thofe  works  which  none  but  a  God  can  do,  yet  ye  receive  me  not. 
But  in  all  this,  we  muft  adore  tlie  juftice  of  God,  permitting  it  to 
be  fo,  giving  men  up  to  fuch  ui\reafonable  obftinacy  and  hardnefs. 
It  is  a  fore  plague  that  lies  upon  the  world,  and  a  wonder  that  we 
fill  are  not  ingulphed  in  the  fame  infidelity. 
Inf.  2.  If  Chrift  was  fealed  to  his  work  by  his  Father,  then  Acw 
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preat  is  the  Jin  of  tbofe  that  rejeB  and  defptfefuch  as  arefent  andfrnUd 
h  Jefus  Cbrijt?  For  look,  as  he  came  to  us  in  his  Father's  name» 
io  he  hath  fent  forth,  by  the  lame  authority,  minifters  in  hit 
name  -,*  and  as  he  a£b  in  his  Father's,  fo  they  in  his  authority. 
'^  As  thou  haft  fent  me  into  the  world,  even  lb  have  I  alio  fent 
"  them  into  the  world,''  John  xvii,  18.  And  io^  John  xx*  2I« 
<<  As  my  Father  hath  fent  me>  fo  have  I  fent  you/'  Tou  may 
think  it  a  fmall  matter  to  defpife  or  reje<ft  a  minifter  of.Chrift  (a 
fin,  in  the  guilt  whereof,  I  think  no  age  hath  been  plunged  deep- 
er than  this) ;  but  hear,  and  let  it  be  a  warning  to  you  for  ever: 
in  fo  doing  you  defpife^  and  put  the  flight  both  upon  the  Father 
that  foxt  Jefus,  and  upon  Chrift  that  fent  ^em :  fo  that  it  is  a  re- 
bellion, that  however  it  feems  to  begin  low  in  fome  fmall  piquet 
againf^  their  perfons,  or  fome  little  quarreb  at  their  parts  and  u^ 
terance,  tones,  methods  or  gefhires ;  yet  it  runs  high,  even  to  the 
foontain-head  of  the  mofl  fupreme  authority*  You  that  fet  your- 
lelves  againft  a  minifler  of  Chrifl,  fet  yourfelves  againfl  God  the 
Fatheri  and  God  the  Son  \  Luke  x.  i6.  "  He  that  heareth  you» 
^<  heareth  me ;  and  he  that  defpifeth  you,  defpifeth  me  \  and  he 
<<  that  defjpifeth  me,  defpifeth  him  that  fent  me."  God  expe£b 
that  you  behave  yourfelves,  under  the  word  fpoken  by  us,  as  if  he 
himfelf  fpake  it }  yea,  he  expeAs  fubmiiEon  to  his  word  in  the 
mouths  of  his  minifla*s  from  the  greatefl  on  earth.  And  therefore 
k  was  that  God  fo  feverely  punifhed  Zedekiah,  «  becaufe  he  hum- 
«  Med  not  himfelf  before  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  fpeaking  from 
"  the  mouth  of  the  Lord,  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  12.  God  was  angry 
with  a  great  king  for  not  humbling  himfelf  before  a  poor  prophet* 
Yet  here  you  muft  diftinguiih  both  of  Perfons y  and  of  AEis*'^ 
This  reverence  and  fubmifllon  is  not  due  to  them  as  men,  but  as 
men  in  office,  as  Chrifl's  ambafiadors ;  and  muft  involve  that 
refpeft  flill  in  it.  Again,  we  owe  it  not  to  them,  commanding  or  for- 
bidding in  their  own  names,  but  in  Chrift's,  not  in  venting  their 
own  fpken,  but  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  \  and  then  to  refift  is  a 
high  rebellion  and  aftront  to  the  fovereign  authority  of  heaven. 
And,  by  the  way,  this  may  inftrudl  minifters,  tjiat  the  way  to 
msuntain  that  veneration  and  refpeiH:  that  is  due  to  them,  in  the 
confdences  of  their  hearers,  is  by  keeping  clofe  to  their  commiffion. 

*  This  form  of  the  mffBon  of  the  Apoftles  by  Chrift,  evidently  enough  ihewt 
the  dignity  of  their  office,  in  their  authority  and  power,  which  wa$  fupreme  and 
incomparable.     Cawterm, 

LAa  if  a  maftcr  of  a  family  ihould  firft  prefcribc  to  his  fcrvant  what  he  flionld 
■  to  be  done  in  the  family,  and  then  ihould  fay,  Whofo  heareth  you,  heareth 
me;  it  would  not  thence  follow  that  it  i«  impoffiblc  for  that  fervant  to  depart  from 
what  hisMafter  had  prefcribcd  to  him;  or  w|icn  ever  lie  fliould  do  fo,  he  iJiouM 
be  obeyed.     Camgrmt  Myretb,  p.  Z30 
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inf,  3.  Hence  alfo  we  info*)  how  great  an  evil  it  is  to  intrude  in- 
to  tie  ^ei  of  the  mint/fryy  without  a  duecalL  It  is  more  than  Chrift 
iumfelf  would  do;  he  glorified  not  himfelf :  the  honom^s  and  ad<- 
^FSBtages  attending  that  office,  have  invited  many,  to  ran  before 
they  were  fent.  But  furety  this  is  an  infufierable  violation  of 
Gkrift's  order.  Our  age  hath  abounded  with  as  many  church- 
le»rd!crs  as  fti^te-levellers.  I  wifli  the  minifte;^  of  Chrift  might  at 
loft  (ee  aiid  confider,  what  they  were  once  warned  of  by  a  faithful 
watchman :  <  I  believe  (faith  he* J  God  hath  permitted  fo  many 
«  -to  intmdc  into  the  minifters  calling,  becaufe  minifters  have  too 
*  mudi  meddled  with,  and  intruded  into  other  men's  callings/ 

Inf  4.  Hence  be  convinced  of  the  great  efiracy  that  if  in  edl  gof" 
pet  ordinances  duly  adminiflered :  For  Chrift  having  received  fiiM 
commiffibn  from  his  Father,  and  by  ^rtue  thereof  having  inftituted 
and  appointed  thefe  ordinances  in  the  church,  all  the  power  in 
"heaven  is  engaged  to  make  them  good,  to  back  and  fecond  them, 
to  confirm  and  ratify  them.  Hence,  in  the  cenfures  of  the  church 
you  have  that  great  expreffion,  Matth.  xviii.  18.  "  Whatfoeverye 
^*  bind  or  loofe  on  earth,  ihall  be  bound  or  loofcd  in  heaven.** 
And  fo,  for  the- word  andfacraments,  Matth.  xxviii.  18,  19,  20. 
^f  Alt  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given  unto  me  :  Go  theprfbre," 
fe*t*.  They  are  not  the  appointments  of  men  j  your  faith  ftands 
not  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God.  That  very 
power,  God  the  Father  committed  to  Chrift,  is  the  fountain 
-whence  all  gofpel  inftitutions  flow.  And  he  hath  promifed  to  be 
with  his  officers,  not  only  the  extraordinary  officers  of  that  age, 
but  with  his  minifters,  in  fucceeding  ages,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
O  therefore,  when  we  come  to  an  ordinance,  come  not  with  flight 
*  thoughts,  but  with  great  reverence,  and  great  expeftations,  re- 
membering Chrift  is  there  to  make  all  good. 

Inf.  5.  Again,  here  you  have  another  call  to  admire  the  grare  and 
iove,  both  of  the  Father  and  Son  to  your  fouls  :  It  is  not  lawfiil  to  conv- 
^pare  them,  but  it  is  duty  to  admire  them.  Was  it  not  wonderful 
grace  in  the  Father,  to  f.al  a  commiflion  for  the  death  ^of  his  Sdn, 
for  the  humbling  him  as  low  as  hell,  and  in  that  method  to  favc 
you,  when  you  might  have  expefted  he  (hould  have  fealed  your 
Mittimus  for  hell,  rather  than  a  commiffion  for  your  (alvation  ? 
he  might  rather  have  fet  his  irreverfible  feal  to  the  fentence  of 
'your  damnation,  than  to  a  commiffion'  for  his  Son's  humiliation 
'for  you.  And  no  lefs  is  the  love  of  Chrift  to  be 'wondered  at, 
that  would  accept  fuch  a  commiffion,  as  this  for  us,  and  receive 
this  feal,  underftanding  fully  (as  he  did)  what  were  the  contents 

•  Mr  Strong. 
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of  that  commiflion,  that  the  Father  delivered  him  thus  iealed^  and 
knowing  that  there  could  be  no  rcverfing  of  it  afterwards. 

O  then^  love  the  Lord  Jefus^  all  ye  his  faints,  for  ftill  you  fee 
more  and  more  of  his  love  breaking  out  upon  you.  I  commend 
to  you  a  fealed  Saviour  this  day  ;  O  that  every  one  that  reads  theie 
lines  might,  in  a*  pang  of  love,  cry  out  with  the  enamoured  fpoufe. 
Cant.  viii.  6.  «  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thy  heart,  as  a  feal  upon  thy 
«  arm  j  for  love  is  ftrong  as  death,  jealoufy  is  cruel  as  the  grave  ; 
"the  coals  thereof  are  coals  of  fire,  which  have  a  moft  vehement 
«  flame.** 

Ifif,  6.  Once  more  j  Hath  God  fealed  Oinft  for  you  ?  Tbefi 
draw  forth  the  comfort  of  his  fealing  for  jouy  and  be  refllejs  till  je  alfi 
te  fealed  by  him. 

1,  Draw  out  the  comfort  of  Chrift's  fealing  for  you.  Remem* 
berthat  hereby  God  ftands  engaged,  even  by  his  own  ieal,  to  al« 
low  and  confirm  whatever  Chnft  hath  done  in  the  bufinefs  of  our 
falvation.  And  on  this  ground  you  may  thus  plead  with  God  : 
Lord,  thou  haft  fealed  Chrift  to  this  office,  and  therefore  I  depend 
upon  it,  that  thou  alloweft  all  that  he  hath  done,  and  all  that  be 
lath  fuffered  for  me,  and  wilt  make  good  all  that  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  me*  If  men  will  zK>t  deny  their  own  feab,  much  leis  wilt 
thou. 

2.  Get  your  intereft  in  Chrift  fealed'  to  you  by  the  Spirit,  cHc 
you  cannot  have  the  comfort  of  Chrifl:*s  being  fealed  for  you. 
Now  the  Spirit  fealstwo  ways,  Ohje^ively  and  EffeBudly  ;  the  firft 
is  by  working  thofe  graces  in  us,  which  are  the  conditions  of  the 
promifes  :  the  latter  is  by  fhining  upon  his  own  work,  and  help* 
ing  the  foul  to  difcern  it,  which  follows  the  other,  both  in  order 
of  nature,  and  of  time.  And  thefe  fealings  of  the  Spirit  are  to  be 
diftinguiihed^  both  ex  parte  fuhjeBi^  or  the  quality  of  the  perfbn 
fealed,  which  always  is  a  believer,  Eph.  i.  1 3.  for  there  can  be 
no  reflex,  till  there  have  been  a  dlredl  Act  of  faith  5  and  ex  parte 
materia^  by  the  matter  of  which  that  comfort  is  made :  which  if 
it  be  of  the  Spirit,  is  ever  confonant  to  the  written  word,  Ifa.  viii, 
20.  And  partly  ah  effeB'u^  by  its  efFefts  :  for  it  commonly  produ* 
ces  in  the  fealed  foul,  great  care  and  caution  to  avoid  fin,  Eph.  iv. 
30.  Great  love  to  God,  John  xiv,  22.  Readinefe  to  fuffer  any 
thing  for  Chrift,  Rom.  v.  3,  4,  ^.  Confidence  in  addreflis  tq 
God,  I  John  V.  13,  14.  and  great  humility  and  felf-abafement  ^ 
as  in  Abraham,  wh^  lay  on  his  face  when  God  fealed  the  covenant 
to  him.  Gen.  xvii  i,  2,  3.  This,  O  this  brings  home  the  fweet 
and  good  of  all,  w^hen  this  feal  is  fuper-added  to  that. 
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SERMON    Vn. 

Of  the  Solemn  CoNSEcaATioM  of  the  Mediator. 

John  xvii.  19. 
And  for  their  fakes  IfanBify  m^elf 

TESTIS  Chrift  being  fitted  t^rith  a  body,  and  authorized  hj 
J  a  commiiEonj  now  a^hially  devotes,  and  fcts  hiznfelf  apart  to 
his  work.  In  the  former  fermon  you  heard  what  the  Father  did ; 
In  this  you  fhali  hear  what  the  Son  hath  done  towards  the  farther 
advancement  of  that  glorious  defign  of  our  falvation :  HefanSifei 
bimfelffor  ottr  fakes.  Wherein  obferve,  ( i .  j  Chrift^s  fanfUfying  of 
himfelh     (a*)  The  end  or  defign  of  his  fo  doing, 

1.  You  have  Chrift*s  fanflifying  0/  himfelf.  The  word  ay»a^i# 
is  not  here  to  be  underftood  for  the  cleanfing,  purifying,  or  making 
holy  that  which  was  before  unclean  and  unholy,  either  in  a  pond 
fenfe,  as  we  are  cleanfcd  fi-om  fin  by  fanftification ;  or  in  a  cere- 
monial fenfe,  as  perfbns  and  things  were  fanAified  under  the  law ; 
though  here  is  a  plain  allufion  to  thdfe  legal  rites  ;  But  Chrifi's 
fandifying  himfelf,  imports,  (i.)  Has  feparation^  or  fetting  apart  t9 
be  an  oblation  orfacrifice.  So  Beza,  netnpe  utfacerdos  et  viBima^  as 
the  prieft  and  facrifice.  I  fanftify  myfelf,  imports,  (2.)  His  confer 
crationy  ofkdedication  of  himfelf  to  this  holy  ufe  andferviceJ*  So  the 
Dutch  Annotations,  I  fanftify  myfelf  (i.  e.)  /  give  up  mtfelffor  a 
holy  facrifice*  And  fo  our  Englifh  Annotations,  IfanBify^  (i.  e.)  I 
conlecrate  and  voluntarily  offer  myfelf  a  holy  and  unblemifhed 
facrifice  to  thee  for  their  redemption.  And  thus  under  the  Law, 
when  any  day,  perfon,  or  veflcl,  was  confecrated  and  dedicated  to 
the  Lord,  it  was  fo  entirely  for  his  ufe  and  fervice,  that  to  ufe  it 
afterward  in  any  common  fervice,  was  to  profane  and  pollute  it,  as 
you  fee  Dan.  v.  3. 

2.  The  end  of  his  fo  fanftifjdng  himfelf  ^for  their  faktSy  and 
that  they  might  he  fanBifiedf]  where  you  have  the  Finis  cujus^ 
the  end  for  wliom,  for  their  (i.  e.)  for  the  elefts  fake,  for  them 
whom  thou  gaveft  me  j  and  the  Finis  cuiy  the  end  for  which,  that 
they  might  be  fanftified.  Where  you  alfo/ee  that  the  death  of 
Chrift  wholly  rcfpefts  us  j  he  offered  not  for  himfelf  as  other 
priefts  did,  but  for  us,  that  we  may  be  fandtified.     Chrift  is  fq  in 

*  To  fandify,  is  to  leparate  or  fct  apart  for  divine  iifes.     Brtnthu  on  thi»  place: 
f  The  meaning  then  is  this,  I  fandify  myfelf,  i.  t,  for  their  fakes  I  die,  that 
they  by  my  death  may  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  hoUnefs,  and  may  become  holy 
vdTeli  9f  G^,  by  the  Spirit  of  Ood  revealed.    Marltrat,  on  this  place. 
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Aj,  upon  Mat.  V.  44.  That  he  is  perfuaded  there  if  hardly  that 
nan  to  be  found  this  day  alive,  that  fully  tinderftands  and  fiillj 
believes  that  fcripture.  '  O,  did  men  think  what  they  do  for  them» 
is  done  for  Chrift  himfelfj  it  would  produce  other  effe£h  than 
arc  yet  vifiblc. 

Mer.  4.  La/tly,^  If  Chrift  fanftified  himfelf,  that  we  might  be 
fan^dfied  by  [or  in]  the  truth,  t  then  it  will  fbllow,  by  found  con* 
iequence,  fTfot  true  fan8ification  is  a  good  evidence  that  Cbrift  fei 
e^art  himfeif  to  die  for  us.  In  vain  did  he  fanAify  himfclf  (as  to 
you)  unleTs  you  be  fan^tified.^  Holy  fouls  only  can  claim  the  be- 
nefit of  the  great  Sacrifice.  O  try  then,  whether  true  holineft 
(and  that  is  only  to  be  judged  by  its  confbrmity  to  its  pattern^ 
I  Pet.  i.  15.  «•  As  he  that  calledyou  is  holy,  fo  be  ye  holy") ;  whe» 
ther  filch  a  holineis  as  is,  and  ads  (according  to  its  meadlure)  like 
God's  holinefs,  in  the  following  particulars,  be  fonnd  in  you. 

1.  God  is  univerfally  My  in  all  his  ways;  fo  Pfal.  cxlv.  17. 
«  His  works  are  all  holy :"  whatever  he  doth,  it  is  ftill  done  «s 
becomes  a  holy  God :  he  is  not  only  holy  in  all  things,  but  at  all 
times  unchangeably  holy.  Be  ye  therefore  holy  in  all  things,  and 
at  all  times  too,  if  ever  you  expe£t  the  benefit  of  Chrii^'s  fanAify.- 
ing  hinifelf  to  die  for  you. 

O  brethren,  let  not  the  feet  of  your  converfation  be  as  the  feet 
of  a  lame  man,  which  are  unequal,  Prov.  xx.  7.  Be  not  fbme- 
times  hot,  and  fometimes-  ccdd ;  at  ode  time  carefiil,  at  another 
time  cardefs }  one  day  in  a  fpiritual  rapture,  and  the  next  in  a 
fleflily  firoUc :  but  be  ye  holy  i*  ««<rt»  ttfa^po^n,  i  Pet.  i.  15.  «« in  all 
«  manner  of  converfation,"  in  every  creek  and  turning  of  your 
lives  :  and  let  your  holinefs  hold  out  to  the  end.  M  Let  him  that 
«  is  holy,  be  holy  ftill,"  Rev.  x^d.  1 1.  Not  like  the  hypocrite's 
paint,  but  as  a  true  natural  completion. 

2.  God  b  examplarUy  holy,  Jefus  Chrlft  is  the  great  pattern  of 
holine/s.  Be  ye  examples  of  holinefs  too,  unto  all  that  are  about 
you.  «  Let  your  light  fo  Ihine  before  men,  that'  they  may  fee 
"  your  good  works,"  Matth.  v.  16.  As  wicked  men  infeft  one 
another  by  their  examples,  and  difFufe  their  poifon  and  malignity, 
wherever  they  come  j  fo  do  ye  difleminite  godlinefs  in  all  places 
and  companies ;  and  let  thofe  that  fi*equcntly  CQnverfe  with  you, 
efpccially  thofe  of  your  own  families,  receive  a  deeper  dye  and 
tinfture  of  heavenlinefs  everv  time  they  come  nigh  you,  as  the 
cloth  doth  by  evfery  new  dippmg  into  the  vat. 

Vol.  L  O 

•  Nor  did  Chrift  fo  fandify  himfcIf  for  us,  that  we  ihould  continue  to  be  wick- 
^  and  ftrangert  to  the  communioo  of  the  Spirit,  and  his  &ndifying  influences. 
Whofb«ver  are  void  of  this,  in  vain  protnlfe  themfeWes  intercourfe  with  CKrifi. 
Mtfc,  oa  this  place. 
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'  3*  God  'delists  in  nothing  hd  bolinefsy  and  bolf  ones  /  he  Lath 
fet  all  hi^  pfcaSifc  in  the  faints.  Be  ye  holy  herein,  29  God  is 
holy-  Irtdeedj.  there  is  this,  difference  betwixt  God's  choice  and 
yours ;  he  chufes  not  men,  becaufe  they  are  holy,  but  that  they 
mby  be  fo^  fo  you  ate  to  cHufc  thein  for  your  delightful  compa- 
nions, that  God  hath  chofcn  and  made  holy.  «  Let  all  your  de- 
<*  lights  be  in  the  faints,"  even  them  that  excel  in  virtue,"  PiaL 

xvi.  3-  ' 

.  4.  God  abhors  and  hates  ail  unholiHtfs ;  do  ye  fo  likewife  that 
fe  may  be  like  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  And  when  the 
ipirit  of  holinefs  rims  down  this  tip6n  you,  a  fweeter  evidence  the 
world  cjtnfaot  pvc,  that  ChrJft  was  fanftified  for  you.  Holy  ones 
m^y  confidently  lay  the  hand  of  their,  faith  on  the  head  of  thb 
great  facrificc,  and  fay,  "  Chrift  our  paflbver  is  facrificed  for  us*" 


SERlviON  vm. 

Of  tte  Nature  of  CHRISTs  Mediation. 

I  Tim.  ii.  5. 
And  one  Mediator  hknmxt  God  and  Man,  the  man  Cbrt/l  Jefus. 

GREAT  and  long  preparations  befpeak  the  folemnity  and 
greatneis  of  the  work  for  which  they  arc  deCghed ;  A  man 
that  had  but  feen  the  heaps  of  gold,  filver,  and  brafs,  which  pa« 
vid  amafled  in  his  time,  for  the  building  of  the  temple,  might  ea- 
fily  conclude  before  one  ftone  of  it  was  laid,  that  it  would  be  a 
magnificent  ftru^hire.  But  lo,  here  is  a  defign  of  God  as  far 
tranfcending  that,  as  the  fubftance  doth  the  {hadpw.  For,  in* 
deed,  that  glorious  temple  was  but  the  type  and  figure  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  John  ii.  19,  21.  and  a  weak  adumbration  of  that  livings 
fpiritual  temple  which  he  was  to  build,  cementing  the  lively  fiones 
thereof  together  with  his  own  blood,  i  Pet.  ii.  5,  6.  .that  the 
great  God  might  dwell  and  walk  in  it,  2  Cor.  vi.  16.  The  pre- 
parations fdr  that  temple  were  but  of  feW  years,  but  tte  conful- 
tations  and  preparations  for  this  were  from  eternity,  Prov.  viii.  ^  i . 
And  as  there  were  preparations  for  this  work  (which  Chrift  dii^ 
patched  in  a  few  years)  before  the  world  began  \  fo  it  will  be  mat* 
ter  of  eternal  admiration  aiid  praife,  when  this  world  ihall  be  dif^ 
fblved.  What  this  aftonifliing  glorious  work  is,  this  text  wiD  in- 
form you,  as  to  the  general  nature  of  it :  it  is  the  work  of  media- 
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tioQ  betwixt  God  and  manji  managed  by  the  fole  hand  of  the  maa 
Chrift  Jcfus*. 

In  this  fcriptt^re  (for  I  ihall  not  fpend  time  to  examine  the. 
words  in  their  contexture)  you  have  a  defcription  of,J^fus  the  Me^ 
ikator ;  and  he  is  here  defcribed  four  ways,  viz.  by  hiis  work  or 
ofiice,  z  Mediators  by  the  fingularity  of  hisjqediation,  one  MeJi^^ 
ator ;  and  by  the  nature  and  quality  of  his  pcrfon,  employed  in^ 
this  lingular  way  of  mediation,  the  man ;  ax^d  tqftljy  his  name,  jfe^ 
JusCbriJf. 

1.  He  is  defcribed  by  the  work,  or  office;  he  is  employed  a- 
bout  MKTirfif,  a  Mediator,  a  middle  perfon.  So. the  word  imports 
a£t,  indifferent,  ind  equal  perfon,  that,  comes  between  two  pcr- 
fons  that  are  at  variance,  to  compofe  the  difference  and  makc^ 
peace.  Such  a  middle,  equal,  indifferent  perfon  is  Chrift;  a 
iafs'many  to  lay  his- hand  upon  both  ;  to  arbitrate  and  award  juftly, 
and  give  God  his  due,  and  that  without  ruin  to  poor  man. 

2.  He  is  defcribed  by  the  fingularity  of  his  mediation,  one 
Mediator,  and  but  o'ne«  Though  there  be  many  mediators  of 
reconciliation  among  men,'  and  ipany  interceffors  in  a  petitionary 
way,  betwixt  God  and  man  ;  yet  but  ii$  Mia'*T»jy,.one  only  media* 
tor  of  reconciliation  betwixt  God  and  man :  and  it.  is  as  needlds, 
and  impious  to  make, more  mediators  than  ona,  as  to  make  more 
Gods  than  one.  ^ere  is  one  God^  and  one  Mediator  betwixt  God 
and  men,  » 

He  is  defcribed  by  the  nature  and  quality  of  his  perfon,  MyOpnfo;, 
5{?»ro^  &c  the  man  Chrijl  Jefus.  This  defcription  of  him'by  one 
naturej  and  that  the  human  nature  alfo  (wherein,  as  you  (hall  feej 
anon,  the  Lord  efpecially  confiilted  our  encouragement  and  com- 
fort) J  I 'fay,  his  being  fo  defcribed  to  us,  hath,  through  the  corrup- 
tion of  men,  been  improved  to  the  great  difhonour  of  Jefus  Chrift», 
both  by,  tlie  Arians  and  Papifts.\  The  former  took  occafion^ 
from  hence  to  affirm,  that  he  was  but  4'*^««  «>3pwT0f,  a  mere  man.. 
"  The  latter  allow  him  to  be  the  true  God^  but  on  this  weak: 
ground  affirm,  that  he  performed  not  the  work  of  mediation  as^ 
God,  but  only  as  man.  Thus  what  tlie  Spirit  ordered  for  .our, 
comfort,  is  wickedly  retorted  to  Chrift's  diftionour :  for  I  doubt, 
not  but  he  is  defcribed  by  his  human  nature  in  this  place  ;  not, 
only  becaufe  in  this  nature  he  paid  that  ranfom  (which  he  i'peaks: 
of  in  the  words  immediately.  foUowjng)   but  efpecially  for  the. 


*  God  is  moft  holy,  Man  a  lump  of  iniquity.     Extremes  meet  not  but  by  i 
■i]4(Ue  ;  fiafttl  man  can  Acver  have' communion  with,  or  enjoyment  of  God,  Vnt  ^, 
and  by  a  Mediator*  r\ 

t  Wherefore,  think  ye,  has  he  add«d  the  term,  man :  but  to  exprefs  that  tan. 
tt^rty  whereby  Qhnji  it  mediator     MHkrmittt  m  (bt  Mfdiaiim  of  Chrifit  book  ¥«' 
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'  drawing  of  finners  to  him ;  feeing  he  b  ^e  man  Cbrift  JefiiSf 
one  that  clothed  himfelf  in  their  own  fiefh ;  and  to  encourage 
the  faith  of  believers,  that  he  tenderlv  regards  all  their  wants  and 
ibiferies,  and  that  they  may  fafely  truft  him  with  all  their  concerns, 
as  one  that  will  carefully  mind  them  as  his  own*  and  will  be  for 
them  a  merciful  and  f«iithful  High  Prieft,  in  things  pertaining  to 
God. . 

4*  He  is  defcribed  by  his  names  i  by  his  appellative  name  Chr^y 
aiid  his  proper  name  J  ejus.  The  name  Jefusy  notes  his  «wri  about 
which  he  came  \  and  Chrifty  the  (0ces  to  which  he  was  anointed  \ 
and  in  the  execution  of  which  he  is  our  Jefus*.  ««  In  the  name 
"  y^'-^>  ^^  whole  gofpei  is  contained,  it  is  the  light,  the  food, 
^  the  medicine  of  the  foul,''  ^  pne  fpeaks.  The  note  from 
hence  is, 

DoA.  That  jfefus  Chrifiis  the  true, and  only  Mediator  ietvnxt  God 
and  men. 

"  Ye  are  come  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,** 
Heb.  xii.  24.  *^  And  for  this  caufe  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  New 
<«  Teftament,"  ^c.  Heb.  ix.  14.  I  might  fliew  you  a  whole 
vein  of  fcripturcs  running  this  way ;  but  to  keep  a  proj5tabk  and 
clear  method,  I  fliall  fhew, 

Firfly  What  is  the  fenfe  of  this  word  MiortTuf,  a  Mediator.f 
\   tSeccndlyy  What  it  implies,  as  it  is  applied  to  Chrift. 

Thirdly^  How  it  appears  that  he  is  the  true  aixd  only  Mediator 
betwixt  God  and  men. 

Fourthly,  In  what  capacity  he  performed  his  mediatory  work. 

Fir/I,  What  is  the  fenfe  and  import  of  this  word  Mio-ith;,  a  Me* 
diator  ?  The  true  fenfe  and  importance  of  it,  is  %  middle  Per/on^ 
Or  one  that  interpofes  betwixt  two  parties  at  variance,  t6  make 
peace  betwixt  them.  So  that  as  Satan  is  medium  disjungetis,  a  me^ 
dlum  of  difcord  j  fo  Chrift  is  medium  conjungens^  a  medium  of  con- 
cord and  peace.  And  he  is  fuch  a  Mediator,  both  in  rcfpcft  of 
Ms  perfon  and  office :  in  xefpeft  of  his  perfon,  he  is  a  Mediator; 
i.  e.  one  that  hath  the  fame  nature  both  with  God  and  us,  true 
God,  and  true  man  j  and  in  refpecl  of  his  Office  or  work,  which 
is  to  interpofe,  to  tranfaft  the  bufinelS  of  reconciliation  between  c$ 

*  Jmmvmint  JESU  Mum  tatet  Evmtgeihm  i  hoe  nomen  tjt  lux,  tihu,  ef  moMtm 
muauu     GUffius. 

f  We  /callx>ne,a  Mediator,  wbo  intecpoiet  citlur  Between  parties  at  ^mriance,  or 
In  fome  degree  only  united*  fo  as  to  reconcile  the  one,  and  unite  tlie  other  more 
ftdAJy  by  a  new  tovenant.  The  name  of  Mediator,  in  its  proper  lignification,  is 
tiot  the  name  of  a  fuhilance,  but  the  name  of.  an  office  or  employment ;  wberefcav, 
the  fubjlanco-and  execution  of  the  office  do  not  conilitute  two  kinds,  of  mediation^ 
1»Uton$and  (he  fame.     Am^f^  Btiiarm,  Enerv>  lib.  V.  p.  XI7.      * 
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andvGod.  The  fbrmer  fome  call  his  fuhfiantiaiy  the  latter  hit 
energetical^  or  Operative  mediation :  Though  I  rather  conceive 
that  which  id  irsdied  his  fubftantial  mediation,  b  but  the  aptitnde 
of  his  peHbn  to  execute  the  mediatorial  function  \  and  that  it  doth 
not  conftitute  two  kinds  of  mediation.  His  being  a  middle  perf<Hi» 
fits  and  capadtates  him  to  ftand  in  the  midft  betwixt  God  and  us* 
This,  I  fay,  is  the  proper  fenie  of  the  word  \  though  MimnKi  ai 
Mediator^  *  is  rendered  varioufly ;  fometimes  an  umpire  or  art)i^ 
trator3  &xnetimcs  a  meffenger  that  goes  betwixt  two  peribns; 
Ibmetimes  an  interpreter,  imparting  the  mind  of  one  to  another  ; 
(bmetimes  a  reconciler  or  peace-maker.  And  in  all  thefe  fenfes 
Chrift  is  the  Mc<nTiK»  the  middle  perfon  in  his  mediation  of  recon« 
dilation  or  intercefficm  \  i.  e.  either  in  his  mediating,  by  fufiering 
to  make  peace,  as  he  did. on  earth;  or  to  continue,  and  maintain 
peace,  as  he  doth  in  heaven,  by  meritorious  interceflion.  Both 
thefe  ways  he  is  the  only  Mediator*  And  he  manageth  this  hit 
mediation, 

1.  As  an  umpire  or  arbitrator  f  \  one  that  layeth  his  hands  mxm 
both  parties,  as  Job  fpeaks,  chap.  ix.  33.  fo  doth  Chrift,  he  lay- 
eth h»  hands  (ipeaking  after  the  manner  of  men)  upon  God,  and 
faith.  Father,  wilt  thou  be  at  peace  with  them,  and  re-admit  theoi 
into  thy  favour  ?  if  thou  wilt,  thou  fhalt  be  fully  fatisfied  for  all 
that  they  have  dope  againft  thee.  And  then  he  layeth  his  hand 
upon  man,  and  faith.  Poor  finner,  be  not  difcouragcd,  thou  fhalt 
be  juftified  and  faved. 

2.  As  a  mejfenger  or  ambaflador,  fb  he  came  to  impart  the  mind 
of  God  to  us,  and  fo  he  preients  our  defires  to  God  \  and  in  this 
fenie  only  Socinu4  would  allow  Chrift  to  be  Mediator*  But  therein 
he  endeavours  to  undermine  the  foundation,  and  to  exclude  him 
from  being  Mediator 'by  a  furetifhip ;  which  is, 

3>  The  third  way  of  his  mediation.  So  the  apoftle  fpeaks, 
Hcb,  vii.  he  is  lyfuofj,  the  furety,  or  pledge.  Which,  as  the 
learned  David  Parens  well  exprefleth  it,  is  one  that  engageth  to 
fatisfy  another,  or  gives  caution  or  fecurity  by  a  pledge  in  the  hand 
for  it*  And  indeed,  both  thefe  ways,  Chrift  is  our  mediator  by 
furetifhip^  viz»  in  a  w^y  of  fatisfa^on,  coming  under  our  obliga- 
tion to  aofwer  the  law ;  this  he  did  on  the  crofs  and  in  a  way  of 
caution,  a  furety  for  the  peace,  or  good  behaviour*  But  to  be  more 
explicit  and  clear,  I  fhaU, 

*"  m  III  ^1  II  I         »    .1  ■         I      Ml  .  »       I  I  II       — ^^W— ^^M^        I     I    ■    ■       » 

*  Chrift  u  called  a  Mediator,  both  as  he  is  a  middle  perfon,  and  as  he  is  one 

who  mediates;  he  is  middle  in  perfon;  he  mediates  by  office.  TreUat,  Jmfiii,  p.  98. 

T  Blmnv.  An  Umpire,  Arbitrator,  a  midfinan,  a  reconciles 

X  ^^yfvof  is  a  furety,  one  that  engages  for  another,  by  pledge  in  hand.   From 

T^Mff  irilich  iignifies  hand,  and  n  in,  as  if  it  were,  %f  yvtu^  in  hand ;  or,  as  Sai^ 

dvw^nldhavettj,  bomr^t  or  yows  the  earth  which  isfirm  ftabLr, immoveable. 
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tSeconHjy  In  the  next  place  enquire,  what  it  implies  and  carries 
in  itj  'fin*  Chrift  to  be  a  Mexliatbr  betwixt  God  and  us.  And  tkex« 
are,  msunly,  thefe  five  things  in  ii*  '  . 

!•  At  the  firft  figlvt,  it  carries  in  it  a  mofl  dreadful  breach  and  jar 
ietwixt  Ged  and  men;  elfe  no  need  of  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation. 
There  was  mdeed  a  fweet  league  of  srniity  once  between  them,  but 
it  wis  quickly  diflblved  hj  iin ;  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
againfi-  man,  purfiiing  him  to  deftruftion,  Pial.  v.  5.  «  Thou 
«<  hateft  all  the  workers  of  iniquity/^  And  man  was  filled  with 
unnatural  enmity  againft  his  God,  Rom.  i.  30.  deos-uruo  haters  of 
Godf  this  ^ut  an  end  to  all  friendly  commerce  and  intercouHe  be- 
tween him  and  God.  Reader,  fay  not  in  thy  heart,  that  it  is 
much,  that  one  iin,  and  that  feemingly  fo  fmall,  ihould  make  fuch  a 
bireach  as  this,  and  caufe  the  God  of  mercy  and  goodnefs  {o  to  ab- 
hor the  works  of  his  hands,  and  that  as  fbon  as  he  had  made  man ; 
fcr  it  was  a  heinous  and  rggrav^ted  evil.  It  was  upright,  perfeft 
man,  created  in  the  image  of  God,  that  thus  finned :  he  finned 
when  his  mind  was  moft  bright,  clear  and  apprehenfive ;  his  con- 
fcience 'pure  and  aftive;  his  will  free,  and  able  to  withftand  any 
temptation;  bis confcience  pure  and  undefiled;  he  w^sz public  as 
well  as  a  perfeA  man,  and  well  Imew  that  the  happinefs  or  miiery 
of  his  liumberlefs  o^>iing  was  involved  in  him. 

T^he  condition  he  was  placed^  in,  was  exceeding  happy :  no  ne- 
cefBty  or  want  could  arm  and  edge  temptation :  he  lived  amidft 
all  natural  and  fpiritual  pleafures  and  delights,  the  Lord  moft  de- 
lightfully converfing  with  him;  yea,  he  finned  while  as  yet  his 
creation-mercy  was  frefh  upon  him  ;  and  in  this  fin  was  moft  hor- 
rible ingratitude ;  yea,  a  cafting  off  the  yoke  of  obedience  almoft 
as  fbon  as  Cod  had  put  it  on.  God  now  faw  the  work  of  his  hands 
ipoiled,  a  race  of  reMs  now  to  be  propagated,  who,  in  their  iVic* 
ceffive  generations,  would  be  fighting  againft  God :  lie  faw  it,  and 
his"  juft  indignation  fparkkd  againft  man,  and  refolves  to  purfiie 
him  to  the  bottom  of  hell. 

2.  It  in^plies,  a  nccefftty  of fatlsf action  <uid  reparation  to  the  jtifUce  cf 
Ged :  For  the  very  delign  and  end  of  this  mediation  was  to  make 
pjsace,  by  giving  full  fatisfaitfon  to  the  party  that  was  wronged. 
The  Photinians,  and  fome  others,  have  dreamed  of  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  God,  founded,  not  upon  fatisfa£tion,  but  upon  the  ab- 
folute  mercy,  goodnefs,  and  free  will  of  God.  «*  But  concerning 
«*  that  abfolute  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God,  reconciling  finners  to 
"  himftif,  there  is  a  deep  filence  throughout  the  fcriptures  *  :** 
and  whatever  is  fpofeen  of  it,  upon  that  account,  is  as  it  works  to 

"^  .De.alfi^ta  enim  hmitaie,   et  volunlate  fihandtf  fcripturt  mapu  tnOa  efl  qu^m 

pifch,    Dictcric.  //-*./» 
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us  through  Chrift,  Eph.  i.  3,  4,  5.  Aftsiv.  ra.  John^  40.  And 
we  cannot  imagine^  either  how  God  could  exercHe  mercy  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  juftice,  which  muft  be,  if  wc  mufl  be  reconciled 
without  full  fatisfailion  * ;  or  how  fuch  a  full  fatisfafBon  fhould 
be  made  by  any  other  than  Chrift.  Mercy,  indeed,  moved  in 
the  heart  of  God  to  poor  man  j  but  from  his  heart  it  found  no 
way  to  vent  itfelf  for  us,  but  through  the  heart-blood  of  Jcfus  . 
Chrift :  and  in  him  the  jufticc  of  God  was  fully  fatisfied,  and  the 
mifery  of  the  creature  fully  cured.  And  fo,  as  f  Auguftine  Ipcaksj, 
«  God  neither  loft  the  feverity  of  his  juftice  in  the  goodgcfi  of 
«  mercy,  nor  the  goodncfs  of  his  mercy  in  the  exawiefi  of  his 
"  feverity."  But  if  it  had  been  poffible  God  could  have  found 
out  a  way  to  reconcile  us  without  latisfaftion,  yet  .t  is  paft  doubt 
now,  that  he  hath  pitched  and  fixed  on  this  way.  And  for  any 
now  to  imagine  to  reconcile  themfelves  to  God  by  any  thing  but 
faith  in  the  bIo6d  of  this  Mediator,  is  not  only  moft  vain  in  itfelf^ 
and  deftru£Uve  to  the  foul,  but  moft  infblently  derogatory  to  the 
wifdom  and  grace  of  God. 

And  to  fuch  I  would  fay,  as  %  TertuUian  to  Marcion,  whom  he 
calls  the  murderer  of  truth,  "  fpare  the  only  hope  of  the  whole 
*«  world,  O  thou  who  deftroyeft  the  moft  neceffary  glory  of  our 
«  faith  !'*  All  that  we  hope  for  is  but  a  phantafm  without  this- 
Peace  of  confcience  can  be  rationally  fettled  on  no  other  founda^^ 
tion  but  this :  for  God  having  itiade  a  law  to  govern  man,  and 
this  law  violated  by  man ;  either  the  penalty  muft  be  levied  on  the 
delinquent,  or  latisfaftion  made  by  his  furety.  As  good  no  law, 
as  no  peftalty  for  difobedience ;  and  as  good  ho  penaltv,  as  no 
execution.  He  therefore  that  will  be  made  a  mediator  of  reconci- 
liation betwixt  God  and  man,  muft  bring  God  a  price  in  his  hand^ 
and  that  adequate  to  the  offence  and  wrong  done  him,  elfe  he  will 
not  treat  about  peace ;  and  fo  did  our  Mediator. 

3.  Chrift  being  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation  and  intercefliqn, 
implies  the  infitiite  value  of  his  Mood  andfufferlngSy  as  that  which  in 
itfelf  was  Jupcient  to  fop  the  courfe  ofGoas  jt^ice^  and  render  him 
not  only  placable y  hut  ahundantly  fatisfied  and  nvell  plenfedy  even  with 
ihife  that  before  were  enemies.  And  fo  much  is  faid  of  it.  Col.  i.  21, 
22-  *<  And  ye  that  were  fometimes  alienated,  and  enemies  in 
*'  your  minds  by  wicked  works,  yet  now  hath  he  reconciled,  in 

•  From  thrfc  poittions,  jt  fbUows,  that  jieither  the  p^rfea  nature  nor  perfc<ft 
juftice  of  God  aui4i)low  any  tranfgreflion  of  the  law  to  pal*  without  full  fatisfac- 
tloiu     preuyhato  cm  jfu/Jt^cation,  p.   68. 

t  M<  in  koniiate  mijfericorduepcrMt  juJicli  feveritaiem;  nee  in  JvJicando  cum  froeritaU 
MmHiii  m^trUwdut  hetuiaUm,  Aug.  m  Pfal.  lOO. 

t  Paru  nfoe^^  tttius  vrkis^  0  tu  pti  dtfiruit  ntctffarium  itau}d»,  Tcrtul.  lib.  dC 
CameChrifti. 
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<<  the  body  of  liifi  fle^h  through  death,  to  prefent  you  holy,  and 
*<  unblameable,  and  unrcproveable  in  his  fight.**  Surely,  that 
which  can  caufe  the  holy  God,  juftly  inccnfed  againft  finners,  to 
lay  afide  all  his  wrath,  and  take  an  enemy  into  his  bofom,  and 
eftabliih  fuch  an  amity  as  can  never  more  be  brokert,  but  to  reft 
hi  his  loVe,  and  to  joy  over  him  with  finging,  as  it  is,  Zeph.  iii. 
17.  this  muft  be  a  moft  excellent  and  efBcacious  thing. 

4.  Chrift's  being  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation,  implies /A^  arixii 
hve  and  large  pity  that  filled  his  heart  towards  poorfinners.  For  he 
doth  not  only  mediate  by  way  of  intreaty,  going  betwixt  both,  and 
pcrluading  and  begging  peace  j  but  he  mediates  (as  you  have  heard) 
m  the  capacity  of  a  furety,  by  putting  himfelf  under  an  obligation 
to  fatisfy  our  debts.  O  how  compaf&onately  did  his  heart  work 
towards  us,  that  when  he  faW  the  arm  of  Juftice  lifted  up  to  dcftroy 
lis,  would  interpofe  himfelf,  and  receive  the  ftroke,  though  he 
knew  it  would  fmite  him  dead !  Our  Mediator,  like  Jonah  his 
type,  feeing  the  ftormy  fca  of  God's  wrath  working  tempeftuoufly, 
and  ready  to  fwallow  us  up,  caft  in  himfelf  to  appeafe  the  ftorm. 
I  remember  how  much  that  noble  aft  of  Marcus  Curtius  is  cele- 
brated in  the  Roman  hiftory,  who  being  informed  by  the  oracle, 
that  the  great  breach 'made  by  the  earthquake  could  not  be 
dofed,  except  fomething  of  Worth  were  caft  into  it,  heated  witK 
love  to  the  commonwealth,  he  went  and  caft  in  hijbifelf.  This 
was  looked  upon  as  a  bold  and  brave  adventure.  But  what  was 
this  to  Chrift  ? 

5.  Chrift  being  a  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  man,  implies  as  tit 
fitnefs  ofhisperfony  fo  his  authoritative  cdtl-to  undertake  it. ,  And  in- 
deed the  Father,  who  was  the  wronged  perfon,  called  him  to  be 
the  umpire  and  arbitrator,  trufting  his  honour  in  his  hands.  Now 
Chrift  was  invefted  with  this  office  and  power  virtually,  foon  after 
the  breach  was  made  by  Adam's  fall ;  for  we  have  the  early  pro- 
xnifeof  it.  Gen.  iii.  15.  Ever  iince,  till  his  incarnation,  he  was  a 
virtual  and  effeAual  Mediator ;  and,  on  that  account,  he  is  called, 
««  the  Lamb  flain  firom  the  beginning  of  the  world,'*  Rev.  xiii.  8. 
And  aBimllyy  from  the  time  of  his  incarnation.  But  having  dif- 
cufled  this  more  largely  in  a  former  difcourfe,  I  fhall  difmifi  it 
here,  and  apply  myfelf  to  the  third  thing  propofed,  which  is. 

Thirdly,  How  it  appears  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  troe  and  only 
Mediator  betwixt  God  and  men.     I  reply,  it  is  manifeft  he  is  fo, 

I.  Becaufe  he,  and  no  other,  is  revealed  to  us  by  God.  And  if  God 
reveal  him,  and  no  other,  we  muft  receive  him,  and  no  other  as 
fuch.  Take  but  two  fcriptures  at  prefent,  that  in  t  Cor.  viii.  5. 
'«  The  heathen  have  many  gods,  and  many  lords,"  i.  /.  many  great 
gods,  fupreme  powers  and  ultimate  objefts  of  their  worfhip  $  and 
left  thefe  great  gods  ft)ould  be  defiled  by  their  immediate  arid  un- 
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hallowed  approaches  to  them,  they  therefore  invented  heroes^  de« 
mi-gods,  intermediate  powers  *,  that  they  were  asi  agents,  or  lord- 
mediators  betwixt  the  gods  and  them,  to  convey  their  praySers  to 
the  gods',  and  the  bleffingsofthe  gods  back  again  to  them.  ^  But 
^<  onto  us  (faith  he)  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Father,  of  whom 
«  are  all  things,  and  we  by  himj'l  u  e^  one  fuprcmc  eflence,  the 
firft  fpring  and  fountain  of  bleffings,  and  om  Lordy  i.  <•  ohe  Mediae 
tor,  ^  by  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  by  him/'  By  whom  are  all 
things  which  come  from  the  Father  to  as,  and  by  whom  are  til 
our  addreiles  to  the  Father:  So  A£b  iv.  12.  ^  Neither  is  there 
<<  falvation  in  any  other  \  for  there  h  none  other  name  under 
"  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  faved."  No 
othjcr  namef,  /.  r.  no  other  authority,  or  rather,  no  other  perfbn 
authorized  ui^icr  heaven,  u  e,  the  whole  world :  for  heaven  »  not 
here  oppofed  to  earth,  as  though  there  #ere  other  interceflbrs  in 
heaven  befides  Chrift ;  no,  n6>  in  heaven  and  earth  God  hath 
given  hka,  imd  none  but  him,  to  be  our  Mediator.  One  Tun  isr 
fuffident  for  the  whole  world  ;  and  one  Mediator  for  all  men  in 
th$  world.  So  that  the  fcriptures  affirm  this  b  he,  and  exclude 
all  others. 

a.  Becauie  he,  and  no  other,  is  fit  for,  and  capable  of  this  o& 
fice.  Who  but  he  that  hath  the  divine  and  human  nature  united 
in  his  fingle  perfon,  can  be  a  £t  da/s-man  to  lay  his  hand  upon 
both  ?  Who  but  he  that  was  God,  could  fupport  under  fuch  fuf- 
fcrings  as  were,  by  divine  juftice,  exa£ked  forfatisfac^on  !  Take  a 
perfon  of  the  greateft  f|Mrit,  and  put  him  but  an  hour  in  the  cafe 
Chrift  was  in,  when  he  fweat  blood  in  the  garden,  or  uttered  that 
heart-rending  cry  upon  the  crois,  and  he  had  melted  under  it  as 
amoth. 

3.  Becauie  he  is  alone  fufHcient  to  reconcile  the  world  to  God 
by  his  blood,  without  acceflions  from  any  other.  The  virtue  of 
Us  blood  reached  back  as  far  as  Adam,  and  reaches  for/ward  to 
the  end  of  the  worlds  and  will  be  as  frefh,  vigorous,  and  effica- 
cious then,  as  the  firft  moment  it  was  fhed.  The  fun  makes  day 
before  it  a£hially  rifes,:|:  and  continues  day  fometimes  after  it  is 
fct :  lb  doth  Chrifl,  who  is  the  fame  yeflerday,  to  day,  and  for 

Vol.  L  ^  P 

*  All  the  tntercQurfe  and  commumoo  between  the  gods  and  men  is  by  means  of 
^cBti-gods.    J*Iut.  • 

t  Owf««  sTifOf,  other  name,  r.  /.  otliev  power,  or  authority  of  any  whatever. 
97  nme,  the  thing  itfclf  is  nnderftood,  even  Chrift  hhnfelf ;  wo  rot  a^vov^ 
•■*f  iftfvflr,  L  e.  any  where;  for  6taven  is  not  here  oppofed  to  earthy  as  if  there 
^>«re  o^Mcfiivioiirt  befides  Chrift  in  Amvm^  but  not  on  t^tU:  but  in  theHehnw 
*^  CMeffion  i»  a  plMnaln.    Ana  on  this-place. 

}  The  fan,  b«brah«H.ftiiB|  iUnxni^atei  the  world. 
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ever  }  fo  that  he  is  the  true  and  only  Mediator  betwixt  God  and? 
men;  no  other  is  revealed  in  fcripturej  no  other  is  fufficient. 
for  it ;  no  other  needed  befide  him.     ' 

Fourthly f  The  li\il  thing  to  be  explained  is,  in  what  capacity  he 
executed  his  mediatory  work. 

About  which  we  affirm,  according  to  fcripture,  that  he  per- 
forms that.work  as  God-man,  in  both  natures*.  P^pifls,  in  de- 
nying Chrift  to  a^t  as  Mediator,  according  to  his  divine  nature^ 
do  at  OBCC  fpoil  ^the  whole  mediation  of  Chrift  of  all  its  efficacy, 
dignity  and  value,  wliich  arife  from  that  nature,  which  tliey- 
deny  to  co-operate,  and  exert  its  virtue  in  his  aflive  and  paffive 
obedience,  'they  fay,  the  apoAle,  in  my  text,  diftinguifhes  the 
Mediator  from  God,  in  faying,  «  there  is  one  Gpd  and  one  Me- 
diator." We  aptly  reply,  tlut  the  fame  Apoftle  diftinguiflies 
;  Chrift  from  man,  GaL  i.  i.  <<  Not  by  man,  but  by  Jefus  Chriftl'* 
Doth  it  thence  follow  that  Chrift  is  not  true  man  i  Or  that  ac- 
cording to  his  divine  nature  only,  he  called  Paul  ?  But  what  need 
I  ftay  my  reader  here  ?  Had  not  Chrift,  as  Mediator,  power  to 
lay  down  his  life,  and  power  to  take  it  up  again  ?  John  x.  17,  i8. 
Had  he  not,  as  Mediator,  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  to  infti- 
tute  ordinances,  and  appoint  officers  ?  Mat.  xxviii.  18.  to  baptize 
men  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire  ?  Mat.  iii.  1 1.  to  keep  thofc 
Ms  Father  gave  him  in  this  world  ?  John  xvii.  12.  to  raifc  up  the 
faints  again  in  the  laft  day  ?  John  vi.  54.  Are  thefe,  with  many 
mojfe  I  might  name,  the  efte<Jls  of  the  mere  human  nature?  Or, 
were  they  not  performed  by  him  as  God-man  ?  and  befides,  how 
could  he,  asr  Mediator,  be  the  objcft  of  our  faith,  and  religious 
adoration,  if  we  arc  not  to  refpeft  him  as  God-man  ?  But  I  long 
now  to  be  at  the  application  of  this  :  and  the  firft  inference  from 
it,  is  this, 

Infereme  1.  That  It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  rejeB  Jefus  Chrift^  the- 
only  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  man.  Alas !  there  is  no  other  to 
mterpofc  and  fcreen  thee  from  the  devouring  fire,  the  everlafting 
burnings  !  0  ;/  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God  I  And  into  his  hands  you  muft  needs  fall,  without  an  in- 
tcreft  in  the  only  Mediator.  Which  of  us  can  dwell  with  devour- 
ing fire  ?  "Who  can  endure  the  everlafting  burnings  ?  Ifa.  xxxiii« 
14.  You  know  how  they  iiiiged  and  fcorched  the  green  tree, 
but  what  would  they  do  to  the  dry  tree  ?  Luke  xxiii.  31..  In- 
,  deed,  if  there  were  another  plank  to  fave  after  the  fhipwreck  j. 

*  The  divinci  without  the  human  nature,  6r  the  human  nature  without  the 
divine,  is  not  mediatorial ;  but  between  the  divine  alone,  and  the  human  natorc 
8^ne,  the  human  divinity,  and  diviine  humanity  j^  mediatorial  Aug.  Hmu  a.  Tba 
appcUationt  rcfpcding  his  office,  arc  due  to  Cfarifl  according  tp  both  iuturcB«« 
Ame/l  BiUarm,  Mnerif,  chap.  $•  .  • 
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any  other  vrxj  to  be  reconcilW  to  God,  befides  Jcfus  the  Medi- 
ator, fomewhat  might  be  faid  to  cxcufe  this  folly ;  but  you  arc 
fliut  up  to  the  faith  of  Chrifi^  as  to  your  laft  remedy,  Gal.  iii.  23- 
You  are  like  ftarving  beggars,  that  are  come  to  the  laft  door.  O 
take  heed  of  defpifing,  or  negle£ling  Chrift !  if  fo,  there's  none 
to  intercede  with  God  for  you  ;  the  breach  betwixt  him  and  you 
can  never  be  compofed.  I  remember,  here,  the  words  of  Eli,  to 
bis  profane  fons,  who  caufed  men  to  abhor  the  offerings  of  the 
Lord,  I  Sam.  ii.  25.  "  If  one  man  finagainft  another,  the  Judge 
"  fhall  judge  him ;  but  if  a  man  fin  againft  the  Lord,  who  (hall 
«  intreat  for  him  ?"  The  meaning  is,  common  trefpafles  betwixt 
men,  the  civil  magiftrate  takes  cognizance  of  It,  and  decides  the 
controverfy  by  his  authority,  fo  that  there  is,  an  end  of  that 
jftrife ;  but  if  man  fin  againdft  the  Lord,  who  fhall  intreat  or  ar- 
bitrate in  that  cafe?  £li's  fons  had  defpifed  the  Lord's  facrifices*^ 
which  were  facred  types  of  Chrift,  and  the  ftated  way  that  men 
had  then  to  aft  faith  on  the  Mediator  in.  Now  (faith  he)  if  a 
man  thus  fin  againft  the  Lord,  by  defpifing  Chrift  fhadowed  t)ut 
in  that  way,  who  fhall  intreat  for  him  ?  what  hope,  what  remedy 
remains? 

I  remember,  it  was  the  faying  of  Luther,  and  he  fpake  it  with 
deep  refentment,  Nolo  Deum  ab/olutum,  <<  I  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  an  abfcdute  God."  i.  e.  with  God  without  a  IVkdiator; 
Thus  the  Devils  have  to  do  with  God  :  but  will  ye,  in  whofc 
nature  Chrift  is  come,  put  yourfelvcs  into  their  ftate  and  cafe  ? 
God  forbid ! 

Inf.  2.  Hence  alfo  be  informed,  Atfw  grertt  an  evil  it  is  to  join 
any  other  Mediators  y  either  of  reconciliation  y  ormfritorioHs  interceffion^ 
with  Jepds  Chrijl.  O  this  is  a  horrid  fin,  and  that  which  both 
pours  the.greateft  contempt  upon  Chrift,  and  brings  the  fiireft 
and  forcft  deflrudHon  upon  the  finner !  I  am  afhamed  my  pen 
fhould  engUfh  what  mine  eyes  have  feen  in  the  writings  of  Pa- 
pifts,  afcribing  as  much,  yea,  more  to  the  mediation  of  Mary 
than  to  Chrift,  with  no  lefs  than  blaiphemous  impudence,  thus 
commenting  upon  fcripture :  <*  What  ]«  that  which  the  Lord 
<*  faith,  I  haye  trod  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  .  of  the  people 
<«  there  was  no  man  with  me  ?  True  Lord,  there  was  no  man 
«^  with  thee,  but  there  was  a  woman  with  thee,  who  received  all 
«<  thefe  wounds  in  her  heart  which  thou  reccivedft  in  thy  body.'* 
I  will  not  blot  my  paper  with  more  of  fhis,  but  refer  the  learned 
reader  as  underf-,  where  he  may  (if  he  have  a  mind  to  fee  more) 

*  They  had  trampled  on  facrifices,  and  atl  the  Jaws  of  God  :  and  thus,  as  far  as 
^  them  lay,  had  taken  away  all  relief  and  means  of  fafetyt     Grotlys  m  thu  plate. 
t  MarHalis  Arienthenju,  Ub.  1.  cap.  4.   foL  13.     Kinctnt,  Brwu  in  mefit^./ejf. 
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be  informed,  not  only  what  bhfphemy  hath  dropped  from  fingle 
}>ensy  but  even  from  councils,  to  the  reproach  of  Jefiis  Chr^i  smd- 
lik  blood. 

How  do  they  ftamp  their  own  fordid  works  with  the  peculiar 
dignity  and  value  of  Chrift's  blood  \  and  therein  feek  to  enter  at 
the  gate  which  God  hath  (hat  to  all  the  vrorld,  becauie  Jefiu 
Chrift  the  Prince  entered  in  thereby,  Ezek.  xliv.  2,  3.  He  enter- 
ed mto  heaven  in  a  direA  immediate  way,  even  in  Ins  own  name, 
and  for  his  own  fake ;  this  gate,  faith  the  Lord,  fhall  be  (hut  to 
.  ail  others;  and  I  wifh  men  would  confider  it,  and  fear,  left  while 
they  feek  entrance  into  heaven  at  the  wrong  door,  they  do  not 
for  ever  (hut  againft  themfelves  the  true  and  only  door  of  happi-* 
ncfs. 

Inf.  3.  If  Jefiiis  Chrift  be  the  only  Mediator  of  reconciliatioa 
betwixt  God  and  men  \  then  recwcded fouls Jbotdd  thankfuUj  ofarAe 
all  the  peaciy  fanxntrsy  and  eonforts  they  have  from  God,  to  thitr  Lord 
Jfus  Chr^.  Whenever  you  have  had  free  admiffion,  and  iweet 
entertainment  with  God  in  the  more  public  ordinances,  or  private 
duties  of  his  worfhip ;  when  you  have  had  his  froiks,  his  ieals, 
and  with  hearts  wanned  with  comfort,  are  returning  from  tho£b 
duties,  fay,  O  my  foul,  thou  mayeft  thank  thy  good  Lord  Jefiis 
Chrift  for  ail  this  !  had  not  he  interpofed  as  a  Mediator  of  recon^ 
dilation,  I  could  never  have  had  agccfs  to,  or  friendly  communion 
witli  God  to  all  eternity. 

Immediately  upon  Adam's  fin  the  door  of  commtmion  with  God 
was  locked,  vea,  chained  up,  and  no  more  coming  nigh  the 
Lord :  not  a  foul  could  have  any  accefs  to  him,  either  in  a  way  of 
communion  in  this  world,  or  of  enjoyment  in  that  to  cpme.  It  wsis 
Jefus  the  Mediator  that  opened  that  door  again,  and  in  him  it  is 
that  we  have  boldnefs,  and  accefs  with  confidence,  Eph.  iii.  i2. 
<<  We  can  now  come  to  God  by  a  new  and  living  way,  confecni- 
"  ted  for  us  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his  flefti,'*  Hcb.  x*. 
ao.  The  vail  had  a  double  ufe,  as  Chrifti's  flcfli  anfweraUy  hath  ; 
it  hid  the  glory  of  the  SanEium  SanBorunij  and  alfo  gave  entrance 
into  it.  Chrift's  incarnation  rebates  the  edge  of  the  divine  glory 
and  brightnefs,  that  we  may  be  able  to  bear  it  and  converie  with 
it  \  and  it  gives  admiftioA  into  it  alfo.  O  thank  your  dear  Lord 
Jefus  for  your  prefent  and  future  heaven  !  thefe  are  mercies  which' 
daily  emerge  out  of  the  ocean  of  Chrtft's  blood,  and  come  fwim- 
ming  in  it  to  our  doors.     Bleiled  be  God  for  Jefus  Chrift  ! 

Jnf  4.  If  Jefus  Chrift  be  the  true  and  only  Mediator,  both  of 
reconciliation  and 'meritorious  intercefiion  betwixt  God  and  men, 

J9.  Virginis^  Colon.  1559.  p.  ZX.  Libti^  Centkmum  JHUmgtf  Atu»  tS73»  Co^cU, 
7ridutt»  Sej:  IS-  jyiiU-  Mariif,  Ami»  Z573.  p.  29. 
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hvv^fi^  aadficwre  thtn  is  tie  eon£tion  tmdJhxH  afieSiotttj  f  Surel^^ 
as  lus  tDedbtion,  hj  fufierings^  hath  fiiUy  reconciled^  ib  his  nc^ 
diatioB,  by  interceffion,  will  cTcrlaftingljr  maintain  that  ftatc  of  peace 
betirizt  them  and  God,  and  prevelit  all  future  breaches*  <<  Being 
^  jvftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord 
^  Jefus  Cfarift,'*  Rom.  v.  i*  It  is  a  firm  and  lafting  peace>  and  tho 
Mediator  that  made  it,  is  now  in  heaven  to  maintain  it  for  ever, 
^md  prevent  new  jars,  Heb.  ix.  24*  <<  There  to  appear  in  the  pro* 
^  fence  of  God  for  us ;"  according  to  the  cuftom  of  princes  and 
iiates,  who,  being  confederated,  have  their  agents  rdidim  m 
eadi  others  courts,  who  upon  all  occaliOBs  appear  in  the  porcKnce 
0f  the  prince,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  thofe  whom  they  repre^ 
fent,  and  negociate  for. 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  refle£l  upon  the  profound  and  incom* 
prehenfiUe  wifdom  of  God,  yrho  hath  made  an  advantage  tq  us^ 
even  out  of  oiu-  fin  and  mifery.  Come,  fee  and  adore  the  wifdom 
of  our  God,  that  hath  (b  improved,  reduced,  anddifpofed  the  fal( 
of  Adam,  as  to  make  a  Angular  advantage  thereby  to  advance 
his  ofispring  to  a  better  ftate  !  It  was  truly  fs^id  by  one  of  the  an- 
tients  iq>on  this  account,  "  That  Job  was  a  happier  man  on  the 
^<  dunghill,  than  Adam  was  in  paradife*.**  His  holinefs  indeed 
was  pcrfeft,  his  happineis  was  great  \  but  neither  of  them  perma^ 
neat  and  indefeafible,  as  onr  happineis  by  the  Mediator  is.  So 
that,  in  the  fame  fenfe  fome  divines  call  Judas's  trcafon,  Jcslix 
JceluSy  a  happy  wickednefs  :  we  may  call  Adam's  blXfcelix  lapfiu^  a 
hai^£ill,  becaufe  ordered  and  over-ruled  by  the  wifdom  of  God, 
to  foch  an  advantage  for  His.  .And  to  that  purpofe  Auftin  fome- 
where  fweetly  fpeaks,  "  j-  O  how  happily  did  I  fall  in  Adam,  who 
«  rofe  again  more  happy  in  Chrift  !"  Thus  did  the  Lord  turn 
a  poif<m  into  an  antidote,  thus  did  tl^at  dreadful  fall  make  way  for 
a  more  blefied  and  lixed  ftate.  Now  are  we  fo  confirmed,  fixed, 
and  efhibliihed  in  Chrift,  by  the  favour  of  God,  that  there  cmi  be 
DO  more  fuch  fatal  breaches,  and  dreadful  jars  betwixt  God 
and  his  reconciled  ones  for  ever.  The  bone  that  is  well  {et^  is 
ifaonger  where  it  is  knit,  than  it  was  before.  Blefled  be  God  for 
Jefns  Chrift! 

/^  S-  Did  Jefiis  Chrift  interpofe  b^wixt  us  and  the  wrath  of 
God,  as  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation?  did  he  rather  chufe  to  re- 
ceive the  {broke  upcm  hhnfclf,  than  to  fee  us  ruinccl  by  it?  Honv 
nvell  then  doth  it  become  the  people  of  God,  in  a  thankful  fenfe  of  this 
grace f  to  interpofe  tbeinf elves  betwixt  jefus  Chrift  and  the  evils  they  fee 
iih  to  fall  upon  his  name  and  intereft  in  the  world  ?  O  that  there  were 

*  frntiat  ^0^  in  JitrfuiUniot  quam  Aiamtu  in  Paradifo^ 
^    \   0  fuam/^tiUr  ucidi  in  Adamoy  ftfip^  ii/ftfumfttiicius  r^urrexi  in  C&Fi/f9,  Aug. 
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but  Aidi  a  heart  in  the  people  of  God!  I  remember  it  is  a  faying  of 
Jerom,  when  he  heard  the  revilings  and  blafphemings  of  many 
againft  Chrifti  and  his  precious  truths,  <<  *  O  (faid  he)  that  they 
<<  would  turn  their  weapons  fix>m  Chrift  to  me^  and  be  fatisfied 
*<  with  my  blood  !*'  And  much  to  the  fame  fenfe  is  that  fweet 
one  of  Bernard,  ^^  f  Happy  were  I,"  if  God  would  vouchfafe  to 
<«  ufe  me  as  a  fhield."  And  David  could  fay,  «<  The  reproaches 
•«  of  them  that  ];eproached  thee,  fell  on  me,  PfaL  Ixix.  9.  Ten 
thoufand  of  our  names  are  nothing  to  Chrift's  name :  his  name  is 
voXoy  ow^,  a  worthy  name ;  and  no  man  that  gives  up  his  name  as 
a  fhield  to  Chrift,  but  fhall  thereby  fedire  and  increafe  the  true 
honotu*  of  it. ,  And  though  wicked  men,  for  the  prefent  may  be- 
fpatter  them,  yet  Jefus  Chrift  will  take  it  out  of  the  dirt,  (as  one 
fpeaks),  wipe  it  clean,  and  give  it  us  again j:.  Oh,  it  is  the  leaft 
one  can  do,  to  interpofe  ourfelves  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  be- 
twixt Chrift  and  the  wrath  of  men,  when  he  (as  you  hear)  intcr- 
pofed  himfelf  betwbtt  you  and  the  eternal  wrath  of  God ! 


SERMON    IX. 

The  firft  Branch  of  Christ's  Prophetical  Office,  confifting  in  the 
Revelation  of  the  Will  of  God. 


Acts  iii.  22* 


A  Prophet Jball  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  youy  of  your  Brethren^ 
like  unto  tne  s  him  Jball  ye  hear  in  all  thingSy  nvhatjoever  he  Jball  fay 
unto  you* 

HAVING,  in  the  former  difcourfes,  fliewn  you  the  folemn 
preparations,  both  on  tlie  Father's  part,  and  on  the  Son's, 
tor  the  blefled  defign  of  reconcilmg  us  by  the  meritorious  media- 
tion of  Chrift ;  and  given  you  a  general  profpeft  of  that  his  me- 
diation, in  the  former  fermon  ;  method  now  requires,  that  I  pro- 
ceed to  fhew  how  he  executes  this  his  mediation,  m  the  diichargc 
of  his  blefled  offices  of  Frophety  Frie/l,  and  King, 

His  prophetical  office  confifts  of  two  parts ;  one  external^  confid- 
ing in  a  true  and  full  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  to  men,  accord* 

*    U'inam  in  me  ccnvertaai  tela,  et  mco  fanguime  fatientttr,     Jer. 
f    hr'nurr  ejl  mibi^  ft  d'igneiur  Deus  me  uti  pro  clypco,      BiTn. 

\  Oh,  if  I  could  be  a  bridge  OYcr  the  water  tor  roj  J^ord  Jeftis  to  walk  npoa,  an^ 
keep  his  ftrt  dry  I  Oh,  if  my  poor  bit  of  heaven  could  go  between  my  Lord  and 
blalphcmy  and  diihonodr !  /aid  antther  ivuriby. 
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ing  to  John  xvii.  6.  <'  I  have  manifefted  thy  name  to  the  men 
"  thou  gaveft  me."  The  other  in  illuminating  the  minJ,  and  open- 
ing the  heart  to  receive  and  embrace  that  do^fhine.  The  firft  part 
i$  contained  in  the  words  before  us  ;  <<  A  prophet  Ihall  the  Lord 
"  your  God  raife  up/*  feV. 

Which  words  are  thofe  of  Mofes,  recorded  in  Deut.  xviii.  15. 
and  here,  by  Peter,  pertinently  applied  to  Chrift,  to  convince  the 
incredulous  Jews,  that  he  is  the  true  and  only  Mei&ah,  and  the 
great  Prophet  of  the  church ;  whofe  doftrine  it  was  highly  dan- 
gerous to  contemn,  though  out  of  the  mouths  of  fuch  (otherwife 
contemptible)  perfons  as  he  and  John  were.  And  it  is  well  obferved. 
by  Calvin,  he  fingles  out  this  teflimony  of  Mofes,  rather  than  any 
other,  becaufe  of  the  great  cftecm  they  had  for  Mofes,  and  h» 
writings,  beyond  any  others.  Now  in  the  words  themfelves  ace 
two  general  parts. 

Ftrfif  Chrift,  according  to  the  prophetical  office,  defcribed. 

Secondlyy  Obedience  to  him,  as  fuch  a  prophet,  ftriftly  enjoined. 

Firjl.  You  have  here  a  defcription  of  Chrift  in  his  prophetical 
office ;  <*  A  prophet  fhall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  you 
"  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me."     Where  Chrift  is  defcribed, 

I.  By  his  title.  Prophet^  and  that,  princtps  prophet  arum  ^  the  prince 
of  the  prophets,  or  the  great  and  chief  (Kepherd,  as  he  is  ftiled, 
Heb.  xiii.  10.  i  Pet.  v.  4.  It  belongs  to  a  prophet  to  expound 
the  law,  declare  the  will  of  God,  and  fbretel  things  to  come  : 
all  thefe  meet,  and  that,  in  a  Angular  and  eminent  manner,  in 
Chrift  our  prophet,  Matth.  v.  21,  &c.     John  i.  18.   i  Pet.  i.  1 1. 

4.  lie  is  defcribed  by  his  type ;  a  prophet  like  unto  Mofes, 
who  therein  typified  and  prefigured  him.  But  is  it  not  faid  of 
Mofes,  in  Deut.  xxxiv.  10.  "that  there  arofe  not  a  prophet  (ince 
"  in  Ifrael,  like  unto  Mofes,  whom  the  Lord  knew  fece  to  face  ?" 
True,  of  mere  men  there  never  arofe  fo  great  a  prophet  in  Iftael, 
as  Mofes  was  ;  either  in  refpcct  of  his  familiarity  with  God,  or  of 
his  mu-acles  which  he  wrought  in  the  power  of  God*  :  but  Mofes 
himfelf  was  but  a  ftar  to  this  fun.  However,  in  thcfe  following 
particulars,,  Chrift  was  like  him.  He  was  a  prophet  that  went  be- 
tween God  and  the  people,  carried  God's  mind  to  them,  and  re- 
turned theirs  to  God,  tlicy  not  being  able  to  hear  the  voice  of 
God  immediate lyt,  Deut.  xviii.  16,  17.  "  According  to  all  that 
**  thou  defireft  of  tlie  Lord  thy  God  in  Horcb,  in  tlie  day  of  the 
**  affcmbly,  fayirrg,  Let  me  not  again  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
**  my  God,  neither  let  me  fee  this  great,  fire  any  more,  that  I  die 

*  Not  likf^  In  the  following  particulars,  namely,  his  faimliarity  ivith  God,  and 
auiiclea..    Efi,  wt  tbh  flace.      \ 

t  They  who  dreaded  that  majcfly  of  God,  fpealcing  frotn  htAVCii)  cottjd  not  b« 
a&aid  to  hear  it,  ^hea  in  flelbi  and  made  like  thfniiVlvea.  .        « 
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«'  jwt.*  Ahd  upon  this  their  requeft,  God  makes  the  promHb 
wfakh  is  eked  In  flic  text ;  verfe  17,  18.  "  They  have  well  ipoken 
d^  which  thej  have  fpoken :  I  will  rsdfe  them  up  a  prophet  like 
««  unto  thee,'*  &c.  Mofes  was  a  v^ry  faithful  prophet,  precifcly 
£uthful>  and  exaft  in  all  things  that  God  gave  him  in  charge>  eveil 
to  a  pin  of  the  tabernacle.  "  Mofes  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his 
«  houfei  as  a  fervant,  for  a  teftimony  of  thofe  things  which  were\ 
«  to  be  i^ken  after :  but  Chrift  as  a  Son  over  his  own  houfe," 
H6fo.  iii.  5,  6*  Again,  Mofes  confirmed  his  do^ne  by  miracles^ 
which  he  wrought  in  the  prefence,  and  to  the  conviflion  of  gmn-« 
ftyers.  Herein,  Chrift  our  Prophet  is  alfo  Eke  unto  Mofes,  who' 
wrought  many,  mighty,  and  uncontrolled  miracles,  which  could 
Hot  be  denied,  and  by  them  confirmed  the  gofpel  which  he  preach- 
ed. Laftly  Mofes  was  that  prophet  which  brought  God's  Jfrael 
out  of  literal  Egypt,  and  Chrift  his  out  of  fpiritua!  Egypt,  where*- 
of  that  bondage  was  a  figure.  Thus  he  is  defcribed  by  his  Kkenefii 
to  Mofes,  bis  type.-> 

3*  He  18  defcribed  by  his  ftock  and  original,  from  which,  ac- 
oording  to  his  flefh,  he  fprang  ;  «  I  will  raife  him  up  fromsHnong 
«  thy  brethren.  Of  Ifrael,  as  concerning  the  flefh,  Chrift  came, 
Rom.  ix.  5.  And  « it  is  evident  that  our  Lord  fprang  out  of  Ju- 
«<  dah,"  Heb*  vii.  14.  He  honoured  that  nation  by  his  nativity. 
Thus  the  prophet  is  defcribed. 

Secondly^  Here  is  a  ftrift  injunAion  of  obedience  to  this  Prophet, 
Hitn  fodl  ye  hear  in  all  things^  i^c.  By  hearings  underftand 
obedience.  So  words  of  fenfe  are  frequently  put  in  fcripture,  to 
fignify  thofe  aficftiobs  that  arc  moved  by,  and  ufe  to  follow  thofe 
fenfes.  And  this  obedience  is  required  to  be  yielded  to  this  pro- 
phet onfyy  and  umverfallyy  and  under  great  penalties*.  *Tis  Re- 
quired to  be  given  to  him  only,  for  fo  [him]  in  the  text  muft  be 
imderftood,  as  exclufive  of  all  others,  Tis  true,  we  arc  command- 
ed to  obey  the  voice  of  his  minifters,  Heb.  xiii.  17.  But  ftitt  'tis 
Chrift  fpeaking  them,  by  whom  we  pay  our  obedience :  He  that 
beareth yotiy  heareth  me-;  We  obey. them  in  the  Lord,  1.  c,  com-* 
manding  or  forbidding  in  Chrift's  name  and  authority.  So  when 
God  faid,  Deut.  vi.  13.  ["Thou  fliak  ferve  hhn,"]  Chrift  ex- 
pounds it  exclufively,  Matth.  iv.  10.  «  Him  on^y  fhak  thou  ferve.* 
He  is  the  only  Lordj  Jude  4.  and  therefore  to  him  only  pur  obe- 
dience is  required.  And  as  'tis  due  to  him  only,  fo  to  him  oni- 
-verfally  j  ."  Him  fhall  ye  hear  in  all  things :"  his  commands  arc  to 
be  obeyed,  not  difputed.  A  judgment  of  difcretion  indeed  is  al- 
lowed to  Chriflians,  to  judge  whether  it  be  the  will  of  Chrift  or 

"'  -  '^  '  '  ■''.  I  ■  —  ...I—       ■IIW..1       l^^li^— ^^1^^ 

•  Hltttiball'jreliear,  1.  e.  Him  only:  fp  thou  fhalt  fcnrc  hbn,  Deut  vi  13. 
it  explained.  Him  wA,  Matth.  iv.  lO, 
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no.  We  maft  <4  prove  what  is  that  hoYji  good,  and  aceeptaU^ 
«  willf''  Rom^  xii.  2.  <<  His  fheep  hear  his  voice^  and  a  ilnmger 
<<  thi6y  will  not  follow :  they  know  his  voicei  but  know  not  the 
<<  voice  of  ftrangers,  John  3t.  4,  5/'  But  wheti  his  will  is  under^ 
ftood  and  known,  we  have  no  liberty  of  choice,  but  are  concluded 
by  it,  be  the  duty  commanded  never  fo  difficult,  or  the  fin  fbr<« 
bi4den  never  (o  tempting :  and  this  is  alfo  required  feverely,  under 
penalty  of  being  dei&oyed  £rom  among  the  people,  and  of  God's 
requiring  it  at  our  hands,  as  it  is  in  Dent,  xviii.  14  e*  of  revenging 
himfelfin  thedeftru£)ionofthedifbbedient.  Henc6theobie^ation« 

Doft.  That  Jejus  Chnfl  is  called  and  appointed  by  God  to  be  the 
great  Prophet  and  Teacher  of  the  Church. 

He  is  anmnted  to  preach  good  ^dings  to  the  meek,  and  fent  to 
bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  Ifa.  Ixi^  i.  When  he  came  to  preach 
the  gofpel  among  the  people,  then  was  this  fcripture  fulfilled^ 
Matw  xi.  27.  *<  Tea,  all  things  are  delivered  him  of  his  Father  ;  fo 
«  as  lioman  knoweth  who  tike  Father  is,  but  the  Son,  and  he  to 
<<  whom  the  Son  will  reveal  him."  Alllight  is  now  colleAed 
into  one  body  of  light,  the  Sun  of  righteoulnefs  \  and  he  «  en-^ 
«  lighteneth  every  man  that  eometh  into  the  world/'  John  i.  9. 
And  though  he  difpenfed  knowledge  varioufly,  in  times  paft, 
fpeaking  in.  many  w&ys  and  divers  manners,  to  the  fathers^  yet 
now  the  method  and  way  of  revealing  the  will  of  God  to  us  is 
fixed  and  fettled  in  Chrift :  In  thefe  lafi  times  he  hath  fpoken  to  us  by 
his  Son. 

Twice  hath  the  Lord  folemnly  feated  him  ta  this  office,  or  ap- 
proved and  owned  him  in  it,  by  a  miraculous  voice  from  the  moft 
excellent  glory,  Matth«iii.  17.  and  Matth.  xvii.  5. 

In  this  point  there  are  two  things  doArinally  to  be  difcufTed  and 
©pcncd,  viz.  What  Chrift's  being  a  Prophet  to  the  church  im- 
pfies  i  and  how  he  executes  and  difchai^es  this  his  office. 

Pir^y  What  is  impUed  in  Chrift's  being  a  Prophet  to  the  church. 
And  it  necefiarily  imports  thele  three  things. 

I'  The  natural  ignorance  and  bUndnefs  of  men  in  the  things  of 
(Sod.  Tlbis  ihews  us  that  <^  vain  man  is  bom  as  the  wild  afs's  colt." 
~The  world  is  involved  in  darknefs :  The  people  fit  as  in  the  re- 
ffon  and  fhadow  of  death,  till  Chrlft  arife  upon  their  fouls.  Matt. 
'^'  15,  16,  17.  It  is  true,  in  the  ftate  of  tnnocency  man  had  a 
dear  apprehenfion  of  the  will  of  God,  without  a  Mediator :  but 
now  that  light  is  quenched  in  the  corruption  of  nature,  *^  and  the 
^toral  man  rcceiveth  not  the  things  of  God,**  i  Cor.  ii.   14*. 

Vol.  I.  q^ ^^_ 

*  HfiSYoily  thingt  exceed  the  capacity  of  reafon,  for  they  are  above  what  is  call- 
^  nfbt  raioB  i  tkey  9Win4i€t  the  wifdqiQ  ^  th^  ^^t  ^  they  are  contrary  t« 
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Tlicfe  things  of  God  are  not  only  contrary  to  corrupt  and  carnal 
feafbh,  but  they  are  alfo  above  right  reaibn*  Grace  indeed  ufcth 
nature^  but  nature  can  do  notlting  without  grace.  The  mind  of  a 
natural  man  hath  not  only  a  native,  btindnefs,  by  reaibn  whereof 
it  cannot  difcern  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  but  alfo  a  natural  enmityi 
Rom.  viii.  7.  and  hates  the  lighti  i  John  iii.  ip,  20*  So  that  until 
the  mind  be  healed,  and  enlightened  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  natural 
faculty  can^no  more  diicem  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  than  the  fen- 
fitive  faculty  can  difcern  the  things  of  reaibn.  The  myftenes  of 
nature  may  be  difcovered  by  the  light  of  nature ;  but  when  it  comes 
to  fupematural  myfteries,  there,  omnis  Platon'tcorum  caligavit  fub* 
iilitusy  as  Cyprian  fomewhere  fpeaks,  the  moft  fubtle,  fearching, 
penetrating  wit  and  reafon,  is  at  a  lofs. 

2.  It  implies  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  and  proves  him  to  be  true 
God  ;  forafmuch  as  no  other  can  reveal  to  the  world,  in  all  ages, 
the  fecrets  that  lay  hid  in  the  heart  of  God,  and  that  with  fuch 
convincing  evidence  and  authority.  *  He  brought  his  do<9rine 
fiDm  the  bofom  of  his  Father  ;  John  i.  i8.  *«  The  only  begotten 
<«  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofbm  of  the  Father,  he  hath  revealed  han." 
The  fame  words  which  his  Father  gave  him  be  hath  given  us, 
John  xvii.  8.  He  fpake  to  us  that  which  he  had  feen  with  his 
Father,  John  viii.  38.  What  man  can  tell  the  boibn>*counielsand 
fecrets  of  God  ?  Who  but  he  that  eternally  lay  in  that  boibm  can 
expound  them? 

'  Befides,  other  prophets  had  their  times  afligned  them  to  rife, 
fhine,  and  fet  again  by  death,  Zech.  i.  5.  <«  Your  fathers,  where 
•"  arc  they  ?  And  do  the  prophets  live  for  ever  ?"  But  CfarUl  is 
a  fixed  and  perpetual  fun,  that  gives  light  in  all  ages  of  the  woild: 
for  he  is  <<  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever,"  Heb.  xili, 
8.  Yea,  and  the  very  beams  of  his  divinity  ihone  with  awfulne(s 
upon  the  hearts  of  them  that  heard  him ;  fo  that  his  very  enemies 
were  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  «  nev^  any  man  (pake  like 
**  him,**  John  vii,  46. 

—  ■       ■■  ——^1  I        11  IMll  ■■■      I      ■  I  — — — ^^1^— B^— — ■— — i—     11  I  I' 

depraTcd  reafon :  Nature  ftands  in  need  of  grace,  for  the  right  difpofiog  of  the 
mind  to  recelTe  a  fupematural  obje^ft  ;  and  grace  ufes  nature,  that,  by  fircngth  of 
jnind,  deameis  of  judgment,  and  the  light  of  good  education,  greater  progrcfs 
may  be  made  in  the  ftudy  of  the  facred  writings.     Rrfnotd,  Animalh  homo, 

f  If  the  dodrine  of  Chrift,  and  his  difcourfes  be  exaniined,  it  wilLbe  as  clear 
«s  fvnlhine,  that  hit  words  are  not  the  words  of  a  mas,  or  fame  prophet,  but  of 
the  Father  himfelf,  that  is,  of  the  true  God.  For  Chrift  not  only  brought  hisgo^ 
pel  and  dodrine  from  the  bofom  of  tlie  FaUier,  but  Ukewife  he  taught,  not  as  the 
Pharifees  and  other  mere  men,  but  m;  i(«^^»aur  ^x^^*  ^  o°c  hayiflg  divine  authon- 
ty,  Luke  iv.  ^3.  which  bis  enemies,  the  officers  fent  by  the  Pharifees,  confelTed  in 
thefe  words,  **  Never  man  fpake  like  this  man  ;**  therefore  as  his  worda  are  the 
words  of  the  Father,  and  were  not  fpoken  withhvman,  but  divine  authority,  foit 
is  certain,  that  he  mufl  be  the  true  God,  fince  a  divine  eSedt  afguet  a  diviiw  caufci 
and  (incc  there  is  but  one  only  true  God,  Chrift  mnft  be  trnt^uA  co-fffaftlM  with 
the  Father.    D'uUrwu  AmIj/u  &vang.par»  3.  p.  34 K. 
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3,  It  implies  Qirift  to  be  the  original  and  fountain  of  all  that 
light  which  is  minifteriaHy  difiufed  up  and  down  the  world  by 
men.  Mtniftcrs  arc  but  ftars,  which  Ihine  with  a  borrowed  light 
from  the  fun :  fo  (peaks  the  apoftle,  a  Cor.  iii.  6,  7.  «  For  God, 
«  who  commanded  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  darknefs,  hat|i  ihined 
^  into  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  gloiy 
«  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift."  *  Thofe  that  teach  men, 
muft  be  firft  taught  by  Chrift.  All  the  prophets  of  the  Old,  and 
all  the  prophets,  paftors,  and  teachers  of  the  New-Teftamcnt, 
have  lighted  their  candles  at  his  torch :  it  was  Chrift  that  «<  gave 
«  them  a  mouth  and  wifdom,"  Luke  xxi.,r5.  What  Paul  re- 
ceived from  the  Lbrd,  he  delivered  to  the  church,  i  Cor.  xi.  23. 
Jefus  Chrift  is  the  chief  Shepherd,  i  Pet.  v.  4.  and  all  the  under- 
Ihepherds  receive  their  gifts  and  commiftions  from  him.  Thefe 
tlungs  are  manifeftly  implied  in  Chrifli's  prophetical  office- 

Second/y,  We  {haU  next  enquire  how  he  executes  and  difcharges 
this  his  office,  or  how  he  enlightens  and  teacheth  men  the  will  of 
God.  And  this  he  hath  done  varioufly,  gradually,  plainly,  pow- 
erfully, Iweetly,  purely,  andftilly« 

r.  Our  great  Prophet  hath  revealed  unto  men  the  will  of  God 
varioufly  5  not  holding  one  even  arid  conftant  tenor  in  the  mani- 
feftations  of  the  Father's  will,  but  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  vnwixi^u; 
xon^okM^GTUiy  at  fundry^  times  and  in  divers  man  nits  ^  Heb.  i.  1. 
Sometimes  he  taught  the  church  immediately^  and  in  his  own  per- 
fon,  John  xviii.  20!  He  declared  God's  righteoufiiefs  in  the  great 
congregation,  Pfal.  xxii.  22.  And  fometimes  mediately ^  by  his 
miniftcrs  and  officers,  deputed  to  that  fervice  by  him :  So  he  dif^ 
penfed  the  knowledge  of  God  to  the  church  before  his  incarna- 
tion *,  it  was  Chrift  that  in  the  time,  and  by  the  miniftry  of  Noah, 
went  and  preached  to  the  fpirits  in  prifon,  as  it  is  i  Pet.  iii.  19 ; 
that  is,  to  men  and  women  then  alive,  but  now  feparated  from  the 
body,  and  imprifoned  in  hell  for  their  difobedience.  And  it  was 
Chnft  that  was  with  the  church  in  the  wildeniefsj-iiiflmffing  and 
guiding  them  by  the  miniftry  of  Mofes  and  Aaron,  At^s  vii.  3  7, 
58  ;  and  fo  he  hath  taught  the  church  fince  his  afcenfion.  He 
cannot  now  be  perfonally  with  us,  having  other  buiinefs  to  do  for 
us  in  heaven ;  but,  however,  he  will  not  be  wanting  to  teach  us 
by  his  officers,  whom,  for  that  end,  he  hath  fet  and  appointed  in 
the  church,  Eph.  iv.  1 1, 12. 

2.  He  hath  difpenfed  his  bleflcd  light  to  the  church  gradually* 
The  difcoveries  of  light  have  been  »oAi;/*f«»?,  that  is,  in  many  parts 
or  parceb ;  fomettmes'  more  obscure  and  cloudy ;  as  to  the  Old- 
Tcftament  believers,  by  vifions,  dreams,  Urim,  Thummim,  vocal 
oracles,  types,  facrifices,  &c.  which,  though  comparatively,  were 
but  a  weaikglinHoaermg  light,  and  had  no  glory  compared  to  that 
wWchnow  ihinesy  a  Cor.  iii.  7,  8,  9>  10,  11.  yet  it  was  fufficicnt 
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fer  tke  inftrofiion  and  falvatkm  of  the  ekA  in  tbofe  times ;  bat 
now  is  light  iprung  up  glorioufly  in  the  gofpel-dii^penfation ;  <<  An4 
<'  wc  all  with  open  face,  behold  as  in  a  glais,  the  glorjr  of  th^ 
«  Lord."  It  is  to  us  not  a  twilight^  but  the  light  of  a  perfe A  day ; 
and  itill  is  advancing  in  the  feveral  ages  of  the  world.  I  know 
more  (faith  Luther)  than  bl^ed  Aufiin  knpw;  and  they  that 
come  after  me,  will  know  more  than  I  know. 

3.  Jefus  Chrlft,  our  great  Prophet  hath  roanifefted  to  us  the 
will  of  God  plainly  and  perfpicuouily.  When  he  was  on  earth 
himfelf,  he  taught  the  people  by  parables,  and  <<  without  ii  parablo 
<<  he  ipaife  nothing,"  Matt.  xiii.  3,  4.  He  clothed  fub&pie  and 
ipiritual  niyfteries  in  earthly  metaphors,  bringhig  them  thereby  to 
the  low  and  dull  capacities  of  men,  fpeaking  fo  familiarly  to  thp 
people  about  them,  as  if  he  had  been  (peaking  earthly  things  to 
them,  John  iii.  12.  And  fo  (according  to  his  oVm'  exain|ple) 
would  he  have  his  minifters  preach,  «  ufmg  great  plainnefi  of 
<<  fpeech/'  2  Cor.  iii.  12.  and  by  manifefbtion  of  the  truUif 
«<  coxnmending  thcmfejves  tp  eyery  man's  confcicnce,"  i  Cor.  iv. 
2.  *  Yet  not  allowing  them  to  be  rude  and  carelefs  in  exprefiion, 
pouring  out  indigefted,  crude,  immethodical  words  ;  no,  a  holj, 
lerious,  ftri£^  and  graye  expreffion  befits  the  lips  of  his  amba^ 
fadors  :  and  who  ever  fpake  more  weightily,  more  logically,  per- 
fuaiively  than  that  apo{):le,  by  whpfe  pen  Chrift  hfith  admoni^cd 
us  to  beware  of  vain  affections  and  fwelling  words  of  vanity  ?  Vut 

'he  would  have  us  (loop  to  the  underftandings  of  the  n^eaneft,  and 
not  give  the  people  a  comment  darker  than  the  text :  he  would 
have  us  rather  pierce  their  ears,  than  tickle  their  fancies  ^  and 
break  their  hearts,  than  pleafe  their  ears«.  C^rift  was  a  very  plain 
preacher, 

4.  Jefus  Chrift  difcovered, truth  powerfully  j  fpeaking  "  as  pnc 
«  having  authority,  and  not  as  the  Pharifees,"  Matt.  vii.  29. 
They  were  cold  and  dull  preachers,  thei|:  words  did  even  freeze 
betwixt  their  lips  \  but  Chrift  fpake  with  power  ;  there  was  heat 
as  well  as  light  in  his  do^ine :  and  fo  there  is  ftill,  though  it  be 
in  the  mouth  of  poor  contemptible  men,  2  Cor.  x.  4.  •*  The  wea- 
**  pons  of  pur  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God, 
<*  to  the  caftijDg  down  of  ftrpng  holds :  'tis  ftill  quick  and  powerful, 
«*  (harper  than  a  two  edged-lword ;  and  piercing,  tp  the  dividing 
**  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  fiind  of  joints  and  marrow,"  Heb.  iv. 
1 2f     The  blcffed  apoftle  imitated  Chrift  5  and  being  filled  with  his 

*  But  the  apoille  does  not  dofign  by  this  apology,  that  teachers  ihouid  take  the 
liberty  to  throw  out  every  low,  fordid  expreiCoD,  or  whatever  comes  into  their 
headb,  without  fenfe,  method,  folidity  and  judgment ;  for  who  a  greater  awakccer 
of  mm '3  confcicnces  than  he  ?  or  who  a  ftronger  convincer  of  their  judgments  hy 
the  weight  of  his  arguments  ?  who,  wit{i  a  fwcet^bvt  heavenly  power,  captiv«te« 
fhe  afFcAxons.     Heywld. 
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Spirits  fpake  home  and  freely  to  the  hearts  of  men.  So  man 
words,  fo  msmy  claps  of  thunder,  (as  one  *  faid  of  him)  which 
made  the  hearts  of  iinners  ihake  and  tremble  in  their  breafls.  All 
£uthful  and  able  minifters  are  not  .alike  gifted  in  this  particular  § 
but,  furely,  there  is  a  holy  feriouTnefs  and  fpiritual  grace  and  nu* 
jefty  in  their  dodhine,  commanding  reverence  from  their  hearers* 
..  5.  This  Prophet,  Jefus  Chrift,  taught  the  people  the  mind  of 
God  in  a  (weet,  affectionate,  and  taking  manner :  his  words  made 
thdr  hearts  bum  within  them,  Luke  xxiv.  32.  It  was  prophefied 
of  him,  Ifa*  xlii.  a.  ^<  He  fludl  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  cauie  hti 
*^  voice  to  be  heard  on  high.  A  bniifed  reed  he  ihall  not  break, 
<<  and  fmoaking  flax  he  (hall  not  quench.  He  knewhowtolpeaka 
«  word  in  feafon  to  the  weary  fouV'  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  <<  He  gatheied  the 
<<  Lambs  with  his  arms,  and  gently  led  thofe  that  were  with  youngiff 
Ifa*  iv.  II.  How  fweetly  did  his  words  Aide  to  the  melting  heartf 
about  him !  he  drew  with  cords  of  love,  with  the  bands  of  a 
man ;  he  difcouraged  none,  upbraided  none  that  were  willing  to 
come  to  him  :  his  familiarity  and  free  condeiceniions  to  the  moft 
Tile  and  defjHcable  finners,  were  often  made  the  matter  of  his  re- 
proach. Such  is  his  gentle  and  fweet  carriage  to  his  people,  that 
the  church  is  called  the  LamFj  'voife^  Rev.  xiXk  7. 

6.  He  revealed  the  mind  of  God  purely  to  men ;  his  do£bin^ 
ha^not  the  leaft  dafh  of  error  to  debafe  it  \  his  moft  enviouilv 
ofaflhrant  hearers  could  find  nothing  to  charge  him  with :  he  14 
'<  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,"  Rev.  i.  5.  and  he  hath  com^ 
manded  his  miniflers  to  preferve  the  fimplicity  and  purity  of  the 
gofpel,  and  not  to  blend  and  fophifticate  it,  2  Cor.  iv.  2. 

7.  And  laftly,  He  revealed  the  wiU  of  God  perfeftly  and  fiilly, 
Jceeping  back  nothing  needful  to  falvation.  So  he  tells  lus  difcipl^» 
Johii  XV.  15.  «  All  things  that  I  have  heard  of  my  Father,  I  have 
<«  made  known  unto  you."  He  \vas  <<  faithfid  as  a  Son  over  hif 
^  own  houfe,"  Heb.  iii.  6,  Thus  you  have  a  brief  account  of 
what  is  implied  in  this  part  of  Chrift's  prophetical  office,  and  how 
he  performed  it. 

Ifrferifice  i.  If  Jefu^  Chrift,  who  is  now  pailed  into  the  heavens, 
be  the  great  Prophet  and  Teacher  of  the  church  \  hence  we  may 
juftly  infer  the  continual  neceffity  of  ajianding  miniftry  of  the  church: 
for  by  his  minifters  he  i\ow  teacheth  us,  and  to  that  intent  hath 
£xed  them  ii)  the  church,  by  a  firpi  conftitution,  there  to  remain 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  Matt,  xxviii.  20.  He  teacheth  men  no 
snore  peribnally,  but  miniftcrially.     His  minifters  fupply  the  want 


*  Anguftine  wiflied  to  have  heard  Paul  from  the  pulpit,  whom  he  called  Chrift's 
.trumpet,  and  God*s  cload  ^  Co  mv)j  words,  fo  many  claps  of  tjiunder  fcemcd  tp 
fbupd  u>  his  c;ar8. 
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«f  M«  perfonal  prcfencc,  2  Cot.  v.  10.  «  Wc  pray  you  in  Ghriffs 
**  fteid.**  Tbefc  officers  he  gave  the  churcb  at  his  afcenfion,  1.  e* 
irhen  he  ceafed  to  teach  them  any  longer  with  his  own  lips ;  and 
lb  (et  them  in  the  church,  that  their  fucc'effion  fhall  never  totally 
hSL ;  for  lb  the  word  tGiTv,  he  hathfet^  I  Cor.  xii.  28.  pl^ly  im- 
plies. They  arc  let  by  a  fiire  eftablifhment,  a  firm  and  unalter- 
Able  conftitution,  even  as  the  times  and  fet^fonsy  %Mch  the  Faihet 
hoik  put  [cOtro]  in  his  own  power :  it  is  the  fame  word )  and  it  b 
♦^f!  they  bfc  fo  firmly  fet  and  fixed  there  5  for  how  many  advcr* 
fikries  in  aH  ages  have  endeavoured  to  fhake  the  very  office  itfelf  f 
pretending  that  it  is  needlefs  to  be  taught  by  men,  and  wrefting 
foch  fcriptures  as  thefe  to  countenance  their  error,  Joel  ii.  2B,  29. 
^  I  win  pour  6ut  my  Spirit  upon  all  flefli  5  and  your  fons  and 
*<  daughters  fliall  prophefy,"  isTc.  And  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  «  Theft 
*•  Ihall  teach  no  more  every  man  hia  neighbour,  and  every  man 
*•  his  brother,  faying,  KtxOw  the  Lord ;  for  they  (hall  all  know 
••  me  fipom  the  leaft  of  them  to  the  greateft  of  them.'*  As  to 
that  of  Joel,  it  is  anfwered.  That  if  an  0!d-Teftament  prophecy 
may  be  underftood  according  to  a  Ncw-Teftament  interpretation, 
then  that  prophecy  doth  no  way  oppofe,  but  confirm  the  gofpel 
miniftry.  How  the  apoftle  underftood  the  prophet  in  that  his 
jprophecy,  may  be  feen  in  Afts  ii.  17.  when  the  Sprit  was  poured 
tout  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft  upon  the  apoftles.  And  fu^d|bc 
jhuft  be  a  confident  pcrfon  indeed,  that  thinks  not  an  apoftle  wi  be 
as  good  an  expofitor  of  the  prophety  as  himfelf.  And  for  that  in 
Jer.  xxxi.  we  fay, 

1.  That  if  it  conclude  againft  minifterial  teachings,  it  muft 
equally  conclude  againft  Chriftian  conferences. 

2.  We  fay  that  cannot  be  the  fenfe  of  one  fcripture  which  con- 
tradiAs  the  plain  fenfe  of  other  fcriptures ;  but  fo  this  would,  Eph. 
Sv.  ti,  12.   I  Cor.  xii.  28. 

3.  And  we  fay,  the  fenfe  of  that  text  is  not  negative,  but  cctrpa" 
rative.  Not  that  they  fhall  have  no  need  to  be  taught  any  truth,  but 
no  fuch  need  to  be  taught  the  firil:  truths ;  Thnt  there  is  a  God, 
and  who  is  this  true  God :  <*  They  fliall  no  more  teach  every 
•*  man  his  brother,  faying,  Know  the  Lord !  for  they  Ihall  all 
**  know  me."  To  conclude,  God  hatli  given  miniflcrs  to  the 
church  for  the  work  of  convcrfion  and  edification,  «  till  we  all 
«  come  into  the  unity  of  the  laith,  to  a  pcrfeft  man,**  Eph.  iv. 
II,  12.  So  that  when  all  the  eleftare  converted,  and  all  thofe 
copverts  l'>ecome  pcrfc<^  men  ;  when  there  is  no  error  in  judg- 
ment or  pradlice,  and  no  fcducer  to  caufe  it,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  a  goipcl  miniftry  be  ufelefs.  But  (as  it  is  well  obfer\*ed) 
there  is  not  a  man  that  oppofes  a  gofpel  minifby,  but  the  very 
being  of  that  man  is  a  fufficicnt  argument  for  the  continuance  ofir. 
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Inf.  1.  If  Chrift  be  the  ^«at  Prophet  of  the  diuidit  a&d  fiich 

a  Prophet ;  then  it  folbws^  That  the  nueahiji  Cbrjfiiaw  need  ^  Ar 
difcouraged  at  the  dulnefs  and  incapacity  they  find  in  tbemfehes :  fat 
Chrift  is  not  only  a  patient  and  conddTcending  teacher,  but  he  cut 
alfoy  as  he  hath  often  done,  reveal  tliat  to  babes,  which  is  hid 
from  the  wife  and  learned.  Matt.  xi.  25.  <<  The  teftimoniesof  the 
<<  Lord  are  fure,  making  wife  the  iimple,^  PfaL  xix.  7.  Yea,  and 
fuch  as  you  are,  the  Lord  delights  to  chufe,  that  hi^  grace  may 
be  the  more  confpicuous  in  your  wea)cnefs,  i  Cor.  i.  26,  ^^.  Toa 
y? ill  have  nothing  of  your  own  to  glory  in  t  you  will  not  fay,  as  a 
proud  wretch  once  faid.  Ego  et  Deus  mms  /  <<  I  and  my  Gkni  did 
«  this.''  Jefus  Chrift  afie&  not  focial  gk>ry,  he  viU  not  divide 
the  praiie  with  any.  Well  then,  be  not  cUfcouraged  \  othen  may 
know  more,  in  other  things  than  you,  but  you  are  not  incapaUft 
of  Jbiowing  fo  much  as  (hall  fave  your  fouls,  if  Chrift  will  be  your 
teacher.  In  other  knowledge  they  excel  you ;  but  if  ye  know 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  truth  as  it  is  in  him,  one  drop  of  your 
knowledge  is  worth  a  whole  fea  of  their  gifts :  one  truth  fucked 
by  foith  and  prayer  from  the  hreaft  of  Chrift,  is  better  than  teft 
thooiand  dry  notions  beaten  out  by  i^acking  the  underftanding» 
It  is  better  in  kind,  the  one  being  but  natural,  the  other  fuper* 
natural,  from  the  faving  illuminations  and  inward  teachings  of  tho 
S{^t ;  and  fo  is  one  of  thofe  better  things  that  accompany  falvdtion* 
It  fP^etter  in  refpe£l  of  efFe£b ;  other  luowledge  leaves  the  heart 
as  dry,  barren,  and  unafte£led,  as  if  it  had  its  feat  in  another 
man's  head ;  but  that  little  you  have  been  taught  of  Chrift,  fheds 
down  its  gracious  influences  upon  your  affections,  and  Aides 
fweetly  to  your  melting  hearts.  So  that  as  one  <<  preferred  ths 
«  moft  defpicable  work  of  a  plain  ruftic  Chriftiarf,  *  befoneallthe 
<<  triumphs  of  Alexander  and  Csefar ;"  much  more  ought  you  to 
prefer  one  faving  manifeftation  of  tl\e  Spirit,  to  all  the  powerlefi 
iUmninations  of  natural  men. 

hf  3*  If  Chrift  be  4be  great  Prophet  and  teacher  of  the 
church  \  it  follows,  That  prayer  is  a  proper  mean  for  the  increafe  of 
hmoUdge :  Prayer  is  the  golden  key  tliat  unlocks  that  treafure* 
When  Daniel  was  t»  expound  that  fccret  whieh  was  contained  in 
the  king's  dream*,  about  which  the  Chaldean  magicians  had  racked 
their  brains  to  no  purpofe ;  what  courfe  doth  Daniel  take  i  Why, 
^  he  went  to  his  houfe,  (faith  the  text,  Dan.  ii.  17,  18.)  and 
^  made  the  thmg  known  to  Hananiah,  Mifliael,  and  Azariah  his 
<<  companions  ;  that  they  would  defire  mercies  pf  the  God  of  hea* 
«  ven  concemmg  his  fecret."     And  then  was  5ie  fecret  revealed 

•^  I  n»y  »     11  I, ,      .«       t^i     LP       I  I      ■  1  I       .■         ■!  ■  ammimmi^   J    n 

*  Si  mU  Jurthir  aftiH  tiigirm  ChrifiioMi  rufiia  firJUifinm  H  mamim  4^^4fm$» 
fr4t  mtiihi  viSwttt  it  iriumphti  Akzsuidri  tt  Csfaru. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


til  Tlie  Pouhtan  of  Life,  Serm;  XXj 

to  DanieL  Luther  was  wont  to  fay*,  *<  Three  things  made  a  di- 
^  mkt  J  meditation,  temptation,  and  prayer."  Holy  Mr  Brad-* 
lord  was  wont  to  ftudy  upon  his  khces.  Thole  truths  that  arc  got 
by  prayer,  kavc  an  unufual  fwcetncfs  upon  the  heart*  If  Ghnft 
be  our  teacher,  it  becomes  all  his  faints  to  be  at  his  feet^ 

Ltf.  4.  If  Chrift  be  the  great  Prophet  and  teather  of  the  church, 
JFe  may  thence  difcem  and  judge  of  doBrinesy  and  it  mayferve  us  as  4 
Ult  to  try  them  by.  For  fuch  as  Chrift  is,  fiich  are  the  doflrines 
dbat  flow  from  lum :  ev&ry  error  preteadbi  to  derive  itfelf  firom 
him ;  but  as  Chrift  was  holy,  humble,  heavenly,  meek,  peaceful, 
plain  and  fimple,  and  in  all  things  alien,  yea,  contrary  to  the 
wifilom  of  the  world,  the  gratifications  of  the  fleih  ^  fuch  are  the 
truths  which  he  teacheth.  They  have  his  chara^r  and  image 
engraven  on  them*  Would  you  know  then  whether  this  or  that 
dodrine  be  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  or  no  ?  Examine  the  doftrine 
itfelf  by  this  rule*  And  whatfoever  dodhine  you  find  to  encourage 
and  countenance  fin,  to  exalt  felf,  to  be  accommodated  to  earth* 
ly  defigns  and  interefts,  to  wrap  and  bend  to  the  humours  and 
hifts  of  men ;  in  a  word,  what  doAritie  foever  dire£Uy,  and  as  a 
proper  caufe  makes  them  that  profefs  it  carnal,  turbulent,  proud, 
fenfual,  i5V.  you  may  fafcly  reject  it,  and  conclude  this  never 
came  from  Jefus  Ch^ft*  The  doctrine  of  Chrift  is  after  godli^ 
nefs  \  his  truth  fanftifies*  There  is  a  Gujlus  fpiritualis  judidL  a 
ijpiritual  tafte,  by  which  thofe  that  have  their  fenfes  exerdifed|pai 
^^ftinguiih  things  that  differ.  «  The  fpiritual  man  judgeth  all 
i^  things,"  I  Cor.  ii.  15.  <<  His  ear  tries  words,  as  his  mouth 
«  tafteth  meats,"  Job  xxxiv.  3.  Swallow  nothing  (let  it  come 
never  fb  fpecioufly)  that  hath  not  fome  reliih  of  Chrift  and  holi-* 
nefs  in  it.  Be  fure,  Chrift  never  revealed  any  thing  to  men,  that 
derogates  from  his  own  glory,  or  prejudices  and  obifauds  the  ends 
of  his  own  death. 

Inf.  5.  And  as  it  will  ferve  us  for  a  teft  of  do£h*ines,  fi  it  femes 
for.  a  tefi  of  tninifters  /  and  hexice  you  may  judge  who  are  autho- 
rized and  fent  by  Chrift  the  great  Prophet,  to  declare  his  will  tq 
men.  Surely  thofe  whom  he  fends  have  his  Spirit  in  their  hearts^ 
as  well  as  his  words  in  then:  mouths.  And  atcording  to  the  mea-* 
fures  of  grace  received,  they  faithfully  endeavour  to  fulfil  their 
jpamiftry  for  Chrift,  as  Chrift  did  for  his  Father :  «'  As  my  Father 
«  hath  fent  me  (faith  Chrift)  fo  fend  I  you,"  John  xx.  21.  They 
take  Chrift  for  their  pattern  in  the  whole  courfe  of  their  mmifira'* 
tion,  and  are  fuch  as  fincerely  endeavour  to  imitate  the  great 
Shepherd,  in  thefe  fix  particulars  following  : 

I.  Jefus  Chrift  was  z  faithful  Miniftery  the  <<  faithful  and  true 

*  Tris/atiuntthnipgv^f  mtditoth,  ttuMit  it  frtcqti^.     Lather. 
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«  witnefi,^  Retr.  L  5.  He  declared  the  whak  mbd  of  God  ta 
men.  Of  Imn  it  was  prophetically  faid>  P(al.  xl.  lo.  <<  I  have  not 
(«  faidtlT)rrighteoufhdls  within  my  heart;  I  have  declared  thy  faith* 
"  fiilneis,  and  thy  ialvation ;  I  have  not  concealed  thy  loving 
"  kindneis  and  thy  truth  from  the  great  congregation."  To  the 
fame  ienfe,  and  almoft  in  the  fame  words^  the  apoftle  Paul  pro- 
fefled,  in  Adh  xx.  2o.  «  I  have  kept  back  nothing  that  was  pro* 
<<  fitad>le  onto  you ;  and  ver.  35.  <<  I  have  fhewed  you  all  things.*^ 
Not  that  every  faithful  minifter  doth  in  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry^ 
anatomize  the  whole  body  of  truth,  and  fully  e^qpound  and  applf 
cachparticular  to  the  peofrie :  No>  that  is  not  the  meaning,  but  of 
thofedoArines  which  they  have  opportunity  of  openii^,  they  da 
not  out  of  fear,  or  to  accommodate  and  fecure  bafe  low  ends,  with- 
hold the  mind  of  God,  or  io  corrupt  and  abufe  his  words,  as  ta 
fubjed  truth  to  their  own,  or  other  men's  lufb :  «  They  preach 
<'  not  as  pleafing  men,  but  God,''  i  TheC  ii.  4.  <<  For  if  we  yet 
<<  pfeaTe  men,  we  cannot  be  the  fervants  of  Chrift,''  Gal.  i.  io» 
Tnith  muft  be  fpoken,  though  the  greateft  on  earth  be  oftended* 

2.  Jefus  Chrift  was  a  tendtr^eart^i  Mittifttry  full  of  compaflion 
tofimls.  '  He  was  fent  toUnd  up  tie  hnJeen  in  heart,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i*  He 
was  iiiU  of  bowels  to  poor  finners.  <<  He  grieved  at  the  hardneis 
^*  of  men's  hearts,  Mark  iii.  5.  He  mourned  over  Jerufalem,  and 
f^  **  O  Jerufalem,  Jerufalem  I  how  oft  would  I  have  gathered 
*^V7  children,  as  a  hen  gathers  her  brood  under  her  wings  I**. 
MattL  xxiil#  27.  His  bowels  yemed  when  he  faw  the  multitude^ 
as  fhcep  having  no  {hcfherd,  Matth.  ix.  37.  Thefe  boweb  of 
Chrift  muft  be  in  all  die  under  fhepherds.  <<  God  is  my  witnefi^ 
"  (<aith  one  of  them)  how  greatly  I  long  after  you, all*,  in  [or 
•*  after  the  pattern  of]  the  bowels  of  Chrifl  Jefus,"  Phil.  L  8. 
He  that  (hews  a  hard  heart,  unaffe&ed  with  the  dangers  and  m>- 
feries  of  fouls,  can  never  ihew  a  conmuffion  from  Chnfr  to  autho* 
Hze  him  for  minifterial  work. 

3.  Jefus  Chrift  was  a  laioriaus  painful  Minuter,  he  put  a  neceffity 
on  himfelf  to  fini(h  his  work  in  his  day  ^  a  work  infinitely  greats 
m  a  very  little  time ;  John  ix.  4.  <•  I  muft  work  the  works  of  him 
*^  that  fent  me,  while  it  is  day :  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man 
'^  can  work."  O  how  much  work  did  Chrift  do  in  a  little  time 
on  earth  t  «  He  went  about  doing  good,"  A£b  x.  38.  He  was 
never  idle.  When  he  fits  down  at  Jacob's  well,  to  reft  himfelf^ 
hemg  weary,  prefently  he  falls  into  his  work,  preaching  the  gofpei^ 
to  the  Samaritanefs,  In  this  jnuft  his  minifters  relemble  hun ; 
"  firiving  according  to  his  working,  that  worketh  in  them  mightily," 

Vol.  I.  No.  3.  R 

*  Xf  here  iiput  for  ufar^  as,  like  unto,  after  the  manner  or  pattern  of,  ts^e^ 
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CoL  i.  zZf  29.   .An  idle  miniftcr  feems  to  be  a  eontradiiftioii  in 
ajf€&c;  as  who  fhould  faji  a  d?u*k  light; 

4*  ^t/ttLf  C^r^  deligbtei  in  nothing  man  than  tbefitcceft  (fbir  mi-* 
m/fry  ;  to  fee  the  irork  of  the  Xx>nl  profper  in  hia  hand,  this  was 
meat  and  drink  to  him.  When  the  fcventy  retariied9  and  re^ 
jxnrted  the  fucceis  of  their  firft  esobaily,  <<  Lord>  eyen  the  devils 
<^  are  fubjeA  to  us  through  thy  name  V  «  Why,  (faith  Chnft) 
*^  I  beheid  Satan  &U  as  lightning  from  heaven."  As  if  he  had 
fasdy  You  tell  me  no  news,  I  few  it  when  I  fent  you  out  at  firft : 
I  knew  the  gofpel  would  make  work  where  it  came*  "  And  in 
<<  that  hour  Jefus  rqoked  in  fpirit,**  Luke  x.  17,  i8>  2i.  And  is 
it.not  fo  with  thofe  fent  by  hi<n  ?  do  not  they  value  the  fiicce&of 
their  miniftry  at  a  high  rate  ?  It  is  not  (faith  one)  the  expence^ 
bat  the  recoiling  of  our  labours  back  ^ain  upon  us,  thait  kills  us. 
Ifinifters  would  not  die  fo  faft^  nor  be  grey-headed  fo  foon»  could 
they  but  fee  tie  travail  of  their  fouls.  «  My  Httle  children^  (faith 
<<  Paul)  of  whom  I  travail  again  in  birth,  Ta;uf  JLw,j  tillClmft  be 
<f  .formed  in  you,"  Gal.  iv.  19.  As  for  thole  that  have  the  name 
of  (hepherds  only,  who  vifit  the  flock  only  once  a  year,  about 
{hearing  time  \  Who  have  ^  the  inftruments  of  a  fooliih  fhepherd," 
fforciputt  mulSra)  the  (hears  and  pail,  Zech.  xi.  15.  wodFul  will 
be  .theu:  condition  at  the  appearing  of  this  great  Shepherd. 

5.  Jtjus  Chrifi  was  a  mini/ler  that  lived  up  to  his  do^rine  r 
life  and  dp^ine  harmonized  in  all  things.  He  prefied  to  hoV 
in  his  doArine,  and  was  the  great  pattern  of  holinefs  in  his  life. 
Matt.  xi.  zB.  <<  Learn  of  me,  I  am  meek  and  lowly.''  And  fiich. 
his  minifters  defire  to  approve  tbemfelves,  Phil.  iv.  9.  <<  What 
«  yc  have  heard,  and  feen  in  me,  that  do."  He  preached  to  their 
eyes,  as  well  as  ears.  His  life  was  a  comment  on  his  do^faine. 
They  might  fee  holinefs  aAed  in  his  life,  as  well  as  founded  by 
his  Hps.  He  preached  the  dodbine,  and  lived  the  application. 
'  6.  And  laftly,  J^fus  Chrift  ivas  a  minijler  that  minded  and 
tnaintttined  fweet^  fecret  communion  with  Gody  far  all  his  conftant 
public  labours.  If  he  had  been  preaching,  and  healing  all  the  day^ 
yet  he  would  redeem  time  from  his  very,  flcep  to  Q>end  in  fecret 
prayer ;  Matt.  xiv.  23.  "  When  he  had  fent  the  multitude  away, 
<<  he  went  up  into  a  mountain  apart  to  pray,  and  was  there  alone.'* 
O  blefled  pattern  ! .  Let  the  keepers  of  the  vineyards  remember 
t^iey  have  a  vineyard  of  their  own  to  keep,  a  foul  of  their  own 
that  mufl  be  looked  after  as  well  as  other  men'sb  Thofe  that,  in 
thcfo  things,  imitate  Chrift,  are  furely  fent  to  us  from  him,  and 
are  worthy  of  double  honour :  They  are  a  choice  bleifing  to  the 
people. 
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SERMON    X 

The  iecood  Branch  of  Chrift's  Prophetical  Officii  cenfifting 
in  the  nimdnation  of  the  Underftanding. 

Luke  xxiv.  45. 
Then  opened  he  the^  undei^andings^  &q*         v 


SNOWLEDGE  of  fplritual  things  is  well  diftinguiflied  into 
intelle^al  and  pra&ical :  the  firft  hath  its  feat  in  the 
f  the  latter  in  the  heart.  This  latter,  divines  call  a  know- 
ledge peculiar  to  faints;  and,  in  the  apoftle's  dialeA,  it  is 
tfTif  1X09  ms  yi fcwf «« Xp«r»  iwru,  PhiL  iii.  8.  "  The  eminencyi  or  ex- 
"  cellcncy  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift." 

And  indeed^  there  is  b^  little  excellency  in  all  thoie  petty  no- 
tions which  fumilh  the  lips  with  difcoorie,  unlefs  by  a  fweet  and 
powerful  influence  they  dbraw  the  confcience  and  will  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Chrifl*  -•  Light  in  the  mind  is  necefiarily  antecedent  to  the 
jweet  and  heavenly  motions  and  elevations  of  the  affe^ons  :  For 
the  farther  any  man  ftands  from  the  light  of  truth,  the  farther  he 
inujft,  needs  be  from  the  heat  of  comfort.  Heavenly  quickenings 
a^BB^gotten  in  the  heart,  while  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  fpreads 
th^TD^ms  of  truth  into  the  underftanding,  and  the  (bul  iits  under 
thole  its  wings ;  yet  aU  the  light  of  the  gofpel  fpreading  and  dif- 
^^^iillng  itfelf  into  the  mind,  can  never  favingly  open  and  change 
the  heart,  without  another  a£t  of  Chrift  upon  it ;  and  what  that 
i%  the  text  informs  you  ;  Then  opened  he  their  underfiandings^  that 
they  tmght  under/land  the  fcriptures* 

tn  which  words  we  have  both  an  zOi  of  Chrift  upon  the  difciplas 
underftandiugs,  and  the  immediate  end  and  fcope  of  that  aA. 

«  I*  Chrifl's  aA  upon  their  underftafidings  :  He  opened  their  under*' 
JianSngs,  By  underftanding  is  not  here  meant  the  mind  only,  in 
oppofition  to  the  heart,  will,  and  afte£tions,  but  thefe  were  open- 
ed by  and  with  the  mind.  The  mind  is  to  the  heart,  as  the  door 
Co  the  houfe  :  what  comes  in  to  the  heart,  comes  in  at  the  under- 
ftanding, which  is  introduAive  to  it  \  and  altho'  truths  fometimes 
go  no  farther  than  the  entry,  never  penetrate  the  hearts,  yet,  here, 
this  effeA  is  undoubtedly  included. 

Expofitors  make  this  exprefEon  parallel  to  that  in  Afts  xvl.  14. 
*«  The  Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia.'*  And  it  is'Vtdl  obferv- 
edy  that  it  is  one  thing  to  open  the  fcriptures,  that  is,  to  expound 
tfaem,  and  give  the  meaning  of  them,  as  Paul  is  faid  to  do  in  Ad^ 
jcvui,.  3.  and  another  thing  to  open  the  mind  or  heart,  as  it  is  herer 
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There  are,  as  a  learned  map  truly  qb(erves»  two  doors  of  tbe  foul 
barred  againft  Chrift  ^  the  underftanding  bj  ignorance ;  and  die 
heart  by  hardnefs  :  both  theie  are  opened  by  Chrift*.  The  for- 
mer is  opened  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpeU  the  other  by  the  in- 
temal  operation  of  the  Spirit.  The  former  belongs  to  the  firft 
part  orChrift's  prophetical  office,  opened  in  the  foregoing  fennon : 
the  latter,  to  that  fpedal  internal  part  Qf  his  proph^fic^  office,  to 
be  opened  in  this. 

And  that  it  was  not  a  naked  aA  upon  their  minds  only,  but  that 
their  hearts  and  minds  did  work  in  ieUawftiip,  being  bo  A  touch* 
cd  by  this  aft  of  Chrift,  is  e^dent  enough  by  the  c&fts  menticm- 
cd,  ver.  52,  53.  "  They  returned  to  Jcrulalem  with  great  joy, 
**  and  were  continually  in  the  temple,  praifeig  and  bleffin?  God.'' 
It  is  confefled,  that  before  this' time  Chrift  had  opened  their  hearts 
by  converfion ;  and  this  opening  is  not  to  be  underftood  fimply, 
hut  fecundum  auidf  in  reference  to  thofe  particular  truths,  in  which, 
till  now,  they  were  not  fiifficicntiy  informed,  and  fo  their  hcarte 
could  not  be  duly  affefted  with  Aem.  They  were  very  dark  to 
their  apprehenfions  of  the  death  and  j-efurreftion  of  Chrift  5  and 
confequ^ntly  their  hearts  were  fad  and  dejefted  about  that  whkh 
had  befallen  him,  ver.  17.  But  when  he  opened  tKe  fcriptures  and 
their  underftandihgs  and  hearts  together,  then  things  appcarc4 
with  another  &ce,  aiid  they  returned,,  bleffing  and  praiCng  fltf  • 

2.  Here  is  farther  to  be  confidered,  the  defign  and  end  a^fiiis 
aft  upon  their  underftan^n^ !  That  they  might  underjland  thefcrip* 
iures :  f  Where  let  it  be  marked,  reader,  that  the  teachings  of 
Chrift,  and  his  Spirit,  were  never  defigned  to  take  meri  offfinom 
leading,  and  ftudying,  and  iearching  the  fcriptures,  as  fome  vain 
notionifts,  haye  pretended,  oppofing  thofe  things  which  are  fub- 
ordinated,  but  to  make  their  ftudies  and  duties  the  more  fruitful, 
beneficial,  and  effi:ftual  to  their  fouls ;  or  that  they  might  this  wav 
receive  the  end  or  blefling  of  all  their  duties.  God  never  intended 
to  aboliih  his  Word,  by  giving  his  Spirit  5  and  they  are  true  fana» 
tics  (as  Calvin  upon  this  place  calls  them)  that  think,  or  pretend 
fo.  By  this  means  he  would  at  one?  impart  more  light,  and  make 
that  they  had  before  more  operative  and  ufeful  to  them>  eipecially 
.  in  fuch  a  time  of  need  as  this  was.     Hence  we  obfervc, 

•  It  is  he  who  opens  our  hearts  by  his  law.  CapeLJpedL  p.  57. 

f  God  does  not  give  the  Spirit  to  his  people^  on  porpoie  to  aboUih  his  Word, 
"fyxx  rather  to  render  the  word  effe^al  and  profitable  to  them ;  and  therefors 
the  fanatics  f?Jfely,  under  pretext  of  rcvclatioa,  take  a  hT)cfty  to  flight  the  fcrij^: 
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.  DoA.  That  the  opening  of  the  mind  and  hearty  effieSitalh  to  rtcAm 
the  truths' of  God^  is  the  peculiar  prerogative  andefficexf  Jefui 
Chrtft^ 

One  of  the  great  miferies  uiider  which  faqifed  nature  hbonrs^ 
\i  fpiritual  blindnefs**  Jefus  Chrift  brings  that  eyo^alve.  whkk 
only  can  cure  it.  Rev.  iii.  i8.  «  I  couniel  thee  to  boy  of  me  eye* 
<<  falve,  that  thou  ma^eft  fee.''  Thoie  to  whom  the  Spirit  hath 
applied  it,  can  fay,  as  it  is  i  John  v.  20.  <^  WeknowthfttheSoa 
«  of  God  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an  underftanding^  that  wt 
<<  may  know  him  that  is  true  \  and  we  are  in  him  tlut  is  truey 
<f  even  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift :  this  is  the  true  God,  and  eter* 
««  nallife. 

f  <<To  the  fpiritual  illumination  of  a  foul,  it  fuffices  not  that 
«(  the  objeft  be  revealed,  nor  vet  that  man,  the  fubjeft  of  that 
<<  ki^>wledge,  have  a  due  ufe  of  his  own  reafon ;  but  it  is  further 
**  necefiary  that  the  grace  and  fpecial  afliftance  of  the  holy  Spirit 
**  be  fuperad4ed,  to  open  and  molify  the  heart,  and  fo  give  k  a 
**  dye  tafte  ^d  relifh  of  the  fweetnei^  of  fpiritual  truth,''  By 
opening  the  gofpel,  he  reveals  truth  to  us»  and,  by  opening  the 
heart,  m  us.  Now,  though  this  caimot  be  without  that,  yet  k  it 
much  more  excellent  to  have  truth  revealed  in  us,  than  to  us: 
'tkiis  divines  call  praeipuum  illud  tnwoltXtr^jM  muneris  prophetiti  g 
w  the  principal  perfective  efieA  of  .the  prophetical  office/'  die  fpe- 
cial bleffing  promifed  in  the  new  covenant,  Heb.  viii.  10.  «  I  will 
f<  pat  my  l^ws  in  their  mind)  and  write  them  in  their  hearts.** 

For  explication  of  this  part  of  Chrift's  prophetical  office,  I  fhall, 
as  in  the  former,  fliew  what  is  included  in  the  opening  of  their 
underftanding,  and  by  what  a£b  Chrift  performs  it.     AjblA^ 

Firjly  Give  you  a  brief  account  of  what  is  included  in  this  aft 
pf  Chrift ;  take  it  in  the  following  particulars. 

I.  It  implies  the  tranfcendant  nature  of  fpiritual  things  far 
exceeding  the  htgheft  flight  and  reach  of  natural  reafon.  Jefus. 
Chrift  muft  by  his  Spirit  open  the  underftandings  of  men,  or  they 
can  never  comprehend  fuch  myfterles.  Some  men  have  ftroog  nsif- 
tural  parts,  and  by  improvement  of  them  are  become  eagle-ey'd  in 
the  myfterles  pf  nature.    Who  more  acute  than  the  heathen 

*  The  eyes  of  the  blmd  muft  be  anointed  with  eye-falTC,  by  which  maa,  being 
cured  of  his  bllDdnefs,  is  reftored  to  fpiritual  fight.     Ciuf,  PbiL  %  fmrt.  /.  34a 

f  AJ  perf§£laM  tt  proprif">'  reritm  fupcrnaturalium  afgnUimem,  Mom  /uficcre  ex  fartt 
djcHi  revtlatiotuMt  nee  ex  parte  fubjeiii  dehitum  ufum  rationis^fed  infupee  re^iri  graiimk 
Chr'fty  eiJpeeuUe  adjutorium  Spiritiu  ScpiBi  quo  cor  japeriaturj  emoUiatttr,  ct  JiipenatMra* 
Ih  verittttis  duleedinh  reSe  bobcat proporiionatam  %^^t  et gufum Jpiriiualu  y'M&xf*  &e^^ 
xiold.  Animal.  Homo.  p.  %l*     '  , 
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fagcs  ?  Yety  to  them  the  gofpel  feemed  foolifhneis,  i  G>r»  i.  2o. 
^M^udl  cottkSes,  that  before  hb  converfioni  he  often  felt  his  fpw 
fit  iweH  with  offence  and  contempt  of  the  gofpel ;  and  he  defpi- 
-fing  it,  faid  dedignabar  effe  panmlus ;  **  he  fcomed  to  become  a 
<«  child  again."  Bradwardine,  that  profound  doftor,  learned 
^que  ^fiiparsM^  even  to  a  wonder,  profefies  that  when  he  read 
ivdSt  qiiflies,  he  oontemnedthem,  becaufe  in  them  he  found  not 
ametaphyficalwit.  Surely,  it  is  poffible  a  man  may,  with  Beren- 
gmiuSf  be  aide  to  diipute  de  omni  fcihili^  of  ev^  p(Hnt  of  know- 
ledge ;  tso  unrxvd  nature  from  the  cedar  in  Lebanon^  to  the  hyfop 
•Q  the  waU ;  and  yet  be  at  blind  as  a  bat  in  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift.  *  Yes,  it  is  poffible  a  man's  underftanding  may  be  im- 
proved by  the  gofpel,  to  a  great  ability  in  the  literal  knowledge  of 
It,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  expound  the  fcriptures  orthodoxly,  and  en- 
lighten others  by  them,  as  it  is  Mat.  vii.  22.  The  Scribes  and  Pha- 
Cifees  were  well  acquainted  with  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tefta-' 
ment  $  yea,  fuch  were  thbir  alnlities,  and  efteem  among  the  pco- 
^  for  them,  that  the  apoftle  ftiles  therti  the  princes  of  this  worlJ, 
I  Cor.  iu  8»^  And  yet  notwithftanding  Qirift  truly  calls  them  Uind 
guides.  Mat*,  xxiii.  Till  Chrift  open  the  heart,  we  can  know  no- 
thing of  him,  or  of  his  will,  as  we  ought  to  know  it.  So  experi- 
sheAtaltytme  is  that  of  the  apolUe,  i  Cor.  ii.  14,  15.  ^  The  natu- 
«  ral  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  tha 
<^  are  foolifhnefs  to  him;  neither  can  he  know  them,  beca^Bl 
<«  they  are  fpiritnally  decerned.  But  he  that  is  fpiritual,  judgerai 
«  all  things  j  yet  he  himfdf  is  judged  of  no  man."  The  fpiritual  / 
man  can  judge  and  difcern  the  carnal  man,  but  the  carnal  man 
wants  a  facuky  to  judge  of  the  ^irjtual  man :  as  a  man  that  car- 
ries a  dark  lanthom,  can  fee  another  by  its  light,  but  the  other 
cannot  difcern  him.  Such  is  the  difierence  betwixt  perfons  whoft 
hearts.Chrift  hath,  or  hath  ryot  opened. 

2.  Chrift's  opening  the  underftanding,  implies  the  infufBcicncy 
©f  all  external  means,  how  excellent  foever  they  are  in  themfelves, 
to  operate  favingly  upon  men,  till  Chrift  by  his  power  opens  the 
ibu^  and  fo  makes  them  effi^^hial.     f  What  excellent  preachers 

*  The  moft  refined  and  ingenious  fort  of  unregencrate  men  have  nothing  in 
them  which  ii  fn«re  «xcelleBt  than  conunon  |;Tace;  and  common  grace  leaves  them 
in  the  (Ute  of  nature,  under  the  power  of  (in,  and  in  the  very  fuburbs  of  hell« 
wholly  at  the  command  of  Satan.  And  if  any  man  think  otherwife,  let  him  take 
heed  that  every  thought  doth  not  nail  him  fall  to  that  unregenerate  and  curfed  (Ute 
for  evermore.     Dr  Clyneiles  Divh.  Trh.  /.  410,  &c. 

f  We  isaimain  a  twofold  manner  of  prophetic  teaching,  the  one  immediate, 
the  other  mediate ;  by  the  former,  with  fome  help  6f  the  laUer,  men's  mind« 
maiy  be  enlightened,  and  their  liearts  inclined  to  the  obedience  of  faith :  by  tho 
latter  neither  of  thefe  effcAs  can  be  produced  without  the  help  of  the  former.     Sj^ 
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were^aiah  and  Jeiemiah  to  the  Jews  ?  The  fcrmer  i|>ake^ 
Chrifl  more  like  an  EvangeUft  of  the  Nev  thaa  a  Propbet  of  the 
Old  Teftament ;  the  latter  was  a  moft  conviftive  and  pathetkal 
preacher  :  yet  the  one  complains^  Ifa.  liii*  i.-  <<  Who  hadi  beHer- 
«  ed  our  report  ?  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revested  ;'* 
The  other  laments  the  fuccefslefsneis  of  his  nikuftnr,  Jer.  tL  i8^  . 
«  The  bellows  are  bumt»  the  lead  b  confumed  oft  the  £ie,  'th» 
<<  founder  melteth  in  vaun."  Under  the  New  Teflamenft^'  what 
people  ever  enjoyed  fuch  choice  hdpa  and  means^  as  thoie  that- 
lived  under  the  miniftry  of  Chriftand  the  apoftles  ?  Yet bowmany^ 
remained  ftill  in  darknefe  ?  Mat.  ad.  27.  ^  We  have  piped  to  yon^ 
<<  but  ye  have  not  danced  ;  we  have  mourned  onto  yoa,  but  ye 
<«  have  not  hmeoted.'^  Neither  thedelightial  airs  of  mercy,  nor 
the  doleful  ditties  of  judgment,  could  affeft  or  move  their  hearts* 

And  indeed  if  you  fearch  into  the  reaibn^of  it,  yon  will  be  f»- 
tisfied,  that  the  choiceft  of  means  can  do  nothing  upon  the  hearty 
until  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  open  it,  becaufe  ordinances  work  not  'ar 
natural  caufes  do :  for  then  the  effe^  would  always  follow  uiile£i 
miraculoufly  hindered ;  and  it  would  be  equaUy  wonderfol,  that 
dll  that  hear  Ihould  not  be  converted,  as  that  the  three  childrea 
Aould  be  in  the  fiery  fomace  io  long,  and  yet  not  be  burned: 
noy  it  works  not  as  anatural,  but  as  a  moral  caufe,  wfaoie  efficacy* 
dfWcids  on  the  gracious 'and  arbitrary  concurrence  of  the  Spirit. 
«^'!3ne  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth,"  John  iii.  8.  The  ordinan- 
ces are  like  the  pool  of  Bethefda,  John  v.  4.  At  a  certain^inw 
an  angel  came  down  and  troubled  the  waters,  and  then  they  had 
a  healmg- virtue  in  them.  So  the  Spirit  ccnnes  down  at  certain 
times  in.  the  word,  and  opens  the  heart ;  and  then  it  becomes  the 
power  of  God  to  falvation.  So  that  when  you  fee.fouls  daily  fit- 
ting under  excellent  and  choice  means,  and  remain  dead  ftill,  you 
may  fay  as  Martha  did  to  Chrift  of  her  brother  Lazarus,  Lord,  if 
thou  hadft  been  here  they  had  not  remained  dead.  I£thou  hadft 
been  in  this  fermon,  it  had  not  been  fo  ineffe£bial  to  them. 

3.  It  implies  the  utt;er  impotency  of  man  to  open  his  own  heart,- 
and  thereby  make  the  word  efie£hial  to  his  bwn  converfion  and 
ialvation.  He  that  at  firft  faid,  <<  let  there  be  light,"  aUd  it  was 
fb,  muft  ihine  into  our  hearts,  or  they  will  never  be  favingly  en-  ' 
I^^htened.  *  2  Cor.  iv.  4, 6.  A  double  mifery  lies  upon  a  great 
part  of  mankind,  viz.  ImpoUncy  and  Pride.  They  have  not  only 
loft  the  liberty  and  fi-eedom  of  their  wills,  but  with  it  have  fo  £u* 
loft  their  underftanding  and  humility  a^  not  to  own  it.     But,  alas  l 

•  I(.X&U&.t2uxe£Qce..be.acknQwkdgfid»  that  fuch  is  our  infufficicncy  of  ourfclve# 
in  all  refpe^s,  that  the  heavenly  dodrine  cannot  be  profitable  to  us,  or  havfe  t!» 
due  effedb,  except  fo  far  as  the  Spirit  both  fordii  our  minclit*  ithdarftnA  it,  and 
•or  hearu  to  fubmit  ta  it.     Cahin  on  thi»  place. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


130  Tie  Fountain  rf  Life.  SerH.  X 

If  an  is  become  a  moft  iinpotent  creature  by  the  fall ;  fo  far  from 
bdng  able  to  open  his  Own  heart,  that  he  cannot  know  the  things 
of  tl^  Spuit,  I  Cor^  ii«  14*  cannot  believe,  John  vi.  44.  cannot 
obey,  Rom.  viii.  7*  cannot  fpeak  one  good  word.  Mat.  xii.  34. 
cannot  think  one  good  thought,  a  Cor.  iii<  5.  cannot  do  one  good 
ad;  John  xv.  5.  O  what  a  helplefi,  fhiftlefs  thing  is  a  poor  fin- 
ser  f  Suitably  to  this  ftate  of  impotence,  converlion  is  in  fcripture 
called  regeneration,  John  iii^  3.  a  refurteftion  from  the  dead,  £ph« 
3i«'5«  a'creation,  £ph.  ii.  io>  aviAory>  a  Cor.  x*  5*  Which  doth 
not  only  imply  man  to  be  purely  paffiTe  in  his  converficoi  to  God, 
but  a  renitency,  and  oppofition  ibade  to  that  power  which  goes 
ferth  from  God  to  recover  him. 

Laftly^  Chrift's  opening  the  underftandihg  imports  his  divine 
power,  whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdne  all  things  to  himfelf.  Who 
but  Ood  knows  the  heart  ?  *  Who  but  God  can  unlock  and  open 
it  at  pleafure  i  No  mere  creature,  no  not  the  angels  themielves, 
who  for  their  large  underftandmg^.  are  called  intelUgencies,  can 
command  or  open  the  heart.  We  may  ftand  and  knock  at  men's 
hearts,  till  our  own  ake  \  but  no  opexiing  till  Chr^ft  come.  He 
can  fit  a  key  to  all  the  orofs  wards  of  the  will,  and  with  fwect  effi-* 
cacy  open  it,  and  that  without  any  force  or  violence  to  it.  Thefe 
thingi  are  carried  in  this  part  of  his  office,  confiftingin  opening  the 
heart :  which  was  the  £rft  thing  propounded  for  explication.       ' 

Secondly^  In  the  next  place,  let  us  fee  by  what  a£b  Jefus  Chi% 
performs  this  work  of  his,  and  what  way  and  method  he  takes  to 
open  the  hearts  of  finners. 

And  there  are  two  principal  ways,  by  which  Chrift  opens  the 
underftandings  and  hearts  of  men,  viz*  By  his  Word  and  Spirit. 

I.  By  his  word  $  to  this  end  was  Paul  commiffioned  and  fent  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  A&s  xxvi.  x8.  "  To  open  their  eyes,  and  turn 
<<  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to 
<<  God.^'  The  Lord  can,  if  he  pleafes,  accompliih  this  imme^ 
diately  ^  but  though  he  can  do  it,  he  will  not  doit  ordinarily  with« 
out  means,  becaufe  he  will  honour  his  own  inftitutions.  Therefore 
you  may  obferve,  that  when  Lydia's  heart  ivas  to  be  opened, 
«  there  appeared  unto  Paul  a  man  of  Macedonia,  whopraycnihim^ 
«<  faying,  come  over  into  Macedonia,  and  help  us,"  A£b  xix.  p. 
God  wiU  keep  up  his  ordinances  among  men :  and  though  he  hath 
not  tied  himfelf,  yet  he  hath  tied  us,  to  them.  Cornelius  muA: 
fend  for  Peter :  God  can  make  the  earth  produce  com,  as  it  did 
at  firft,  without  cultivation  and  labour ;  but  he  that  fhall  now  ex* 
peA  it  in  the  negle£t  of  means,  may  periih  for  want  of  bread. 

> '  "  .111^1         II 

^  He  ^l«iic,  w]m£i  thr»nt  it  aa  haaveii,  ^as  icce&  iotp,  and  can  iofirad  the 
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2.  But  the  ordinances  in  themielves  cannot  do  it,  as  I  noted 
before  ;  and  therefore  Jcfiis  Chrift  hath  ftnt  forth  the.  Spirit,  who 
is  his  Prorexy  his  vicegerent,  to  cany  on  this  work  upon  the  hearts 
of  his  ele£b  And  when  the  Spirit  comes  down  upon  the  fbub  in 
the  adminifh^tion  of  the  ordinances,  he  efftAually  opens  the  heart 
^o  receive  the  Lord  Jeilis,  by  the  hearing  of  faith*  He  breaks  in 
upon  the  underilanding  and  conlcience  by  {lowerfiil  conviAions  and 
compunAions ;  fo  much  that  word,  John  xvi.  8.  imports,  <<  He 
<*  fhall  convince  tlie  worUoffin;**  convince  by  clear  demonftra-* 
tion*,  fuch  as  inferces  allent,  fo  that  the  foul  cannot  bat  yield  it  to 
be  fo  s  and  yet  the  door  of  the  hea^  is  not  opened,  till  he  hais 
alio  put  forth  his  power  upon  the  will,  and,  by  a  fweet  and  fecret 
efficacy,  overcome  alL  its  reluAations,  and  the  foul  be  made  willing 
in  the  day  of  his  power.  When  this  is  done,  the  heart  is  opened  : 
iainng  light  now  ihines  in  it }  and  this  light  fet  up,  the  Spirit  in 
the  foul  is, 

I.  A  ntw  light  in  which  all  things  appear  hx  otherwifethan  they 
did  before.  The  names  Chrifl  znAftfty  the  words  heaven  and  heU 
have  another  found  in  that  man's  ears,  than  formerly  they  had. 
When  he  comes  to  read  the  fame  fcriptures,  which  poffibly  he  had* 
read  a  hundred  times  before,  he  wonders  he  fhould  be  fe  blind  as 
he  was,  to  overlook  fuch  great,  weighty,  and  concerning  things 
as  ]»&pow  beholds  in  theml  \  and  faith.  Where  were  mine  eyes,  that 
I  cotfd  never  fee  theie  things  before  ? 

2*  It  is  a  very  affeHing  light ;  a  light  that  hath  heat  and  power- 
ful influences  with  it,  whidh  makes  deep  impreflions  on  the  heart. 
Hence  they  whofe  eyes  the  great  Prophet  opens,  are  faid  to  be 
*^  brought  out  of  darkneft  into  his  marvellous  light,**  i  Pet.  ii.  9. 
The  foul  is  greatly  affected  with  what  it  foes.  The  beams  of  light 
are  contraAed  and  twifted  together  in  the  mind  \  and  being  re«> 
fleeted  on  the  heart  and  afibdUons,  foon  caufe  them  to  fmoke  and 
bom.  <<  Did  not  our  hearts  bum  within  us,  whilft  he  talked  with 
<<   us,  and  opened  to  us  the  foriptures  V* 

3.  And  it  is  a  growing  lights  like  the  light  of  the  morning, 
-which  «*  Chiaes  more  and  more  unto  the  pcrfcft  day,  Prov.  iv.  18. 
W^hen  the  Spirit  firft  opens  the  underftanding,  he  doth  not  give 
it  at  once  a  foil  fight  of  all  truths,  or  a  foil  fenfe  of  the  power, 
iweetnefi  and  goodneis  of  any  truth  $  but  the  foul  in  the  ufe  of 
jooeans  grows  up  to  a  greater  cleamefs  day  by  day ;  its  knowledge 
grows  exien/lvely  in  iheafure,  gnd  inten/ively  in  power  and  efficacy. 

Vol.  I.  S  , 

*  Td  /uq  }vMiToy  oXXwf  ix^kf  otXX'  «^1»  Xiyo/yiff.  Demoaftnition  is  an  argu* 
meat  ibewiiig  the  impcfSbnity  ^f  a  thing*!  being  otfacrttrUe  tbflA  a«  we  sSrm.— 
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And  thos  the  Lord  Jefus  by  his  Spirit  opens  the  underftanding. 
Nov  the  ufe  of  this  follows  in  five  prafbical  deduAions. 

Ir^irence  i.  If  this  be  the  work  and  office  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
open  the  underftandings  of  mei^ ;  hence  we  infer  the  mtferies  that 
lif  upon  thofe  mefiy  ivhofi  underjlattdingj^  to  this  day^  J^fus  Chri/i  hath 
not  opened ;  of  whom  we  may  fay>  as  it  is,  Deut.  xxix.  4. 
<*  To  this  day  Chrift  hath  not  given  them  eyes  to  fee/'  Natural 
blindnefs,  whereby  we  are  deprived  of  the  light  of  this  world,  is 
fad;  but  Spiritual  blindn^fs  is  much  more  fo.  See  how  dolefully 
their  cafe  is  reprcfentcd,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4.  <*  But  if  oi^  gofpel  be 
«<  bid|  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft;  whoTe  eyes  the  God  of 
'<  thiB  world  hath  blinded,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of 
«<  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  ihould  fliine  unto  them  :** 
he  means  a  total  and  final  concealment  of  the  faving  power  of  the 
word  from  them.  Why,  what  if  Jefus  Chrift  withhold  it,  and 
will  not  be  a  prophet  to  them,  what  is  their  condition  ?  Truly  no 
hexxxx  than  loft  men.  It  is  hid  tok  aroXXv^ciM^^  to  them  that  are 
to  perifh,  or  be  deftroyed.  This  bljndnefs,  like  the  covering  of 
the  face,  or  tying  the  handkerchief  over  the  eyes,  is  in  order  to 
their  turning  offmto  hell.  More  particularly,  becaufe  the  point  is 
of  deep  concernment,  let  us  conAder, 

1.  ThiC  judgment  inJliEfed^  and  that  is  fpiritual  blindnefs.  Aibre 
mifery  indeed  I  Not  an  univerfal  ignorance  of  all  truths^  .0^ ! 
in  natural  and  moral  truths  they  are  oftentimes  acute,  and  4Pp* 
fighted  men  \  bat  in  that  part  of  knowledge  which  wraps  up  eter-  ' 
Qal  life,  John  xvii.  2.  there  they  are  utterly  blinded :  as  it  is  faid 
of  the  Jews,  upon  whom  this  mifery  lies,  that  blindnefs  in  part  is 
happened  to  IfraeU  They  are  learned  and  knowing  perfbns  in  other 
zi>atters,  but  they  know  not  Jefiis  Chrift  \  there  is  the  g^'and  and 
£4  defeO. 

2.  T!heftdfje8  of  this  judgment,  the  mind,  which  is  the  eye  of 
the  foul.  If  it  were  put  up(»  the  body,  it  would  not  be  fo  conii- 
derable ;  this  falls  immediately  upon  the  Ibul,  the  nobleft  part  of 
man,  and  upon  the  mind,  the  higheft  and  nobleft  faculty  of  the 
foul,  whereby  we  underftand,  thmk,  and  reafon.  This  in  fcrip- 
tiire  is  called  vfrji^a  the  f}Hrit,  the  intelleAual,  rational  fiurultjr, 
which  the  pliilofophers  call  to  i?yi/i«oyixoy,  the  leading,  directive  £1- 
Odty  \  which  is  to  the  foul  what  the  natural  eye  is  to  the  body. 
Now  the  foul  being  the  moft  adlive  and  reftlefs  thing  in  the  worlds 
always  working,  and  its'leading,  dire^ve  power  blind,  judge  what 
a  fad  and  dangerous  ftate  fuch  a  foul  is  in ;  juft  like  a  fiery,  iMgh* 
mettled  horfe,  whofe  eyes  are  out,  furioufly  carrying  his  rider  up- 
on rocks,  pits  and  dangerous  precipices.  I  remember  Chryibftoniy 
fpeaking  of  the  lofs  of  a  fovl»  faith,  that  the  lofs  of  a  member  of 
the  body  is  nothing  to  it  \  for,  faitli  he>  if  a  man  lofe  an  eye,  ear» 
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hand  or  foot,  there  is  another  to  fopplf  its  want :  Omma  Deui  ds^ 
dh  diipilcia^  <<  God  hath  given  us  thoic  members  double;''  animam 
veto  uf^mf  «  but  he  hiath  not  given  us  two  fouls,"  that  if  one  be 
loft,  J€t  the  other  may  be  faved.  Surely  it  were  better  for  thee, 
reader,  to  have  every  member  of  thy  body  made  the  fcalt  and  fub^ 
je6t  of  the  moft  exquifite  racking  torments,  than  lor  spiritual  blind* 
neis  to  befal  thy  foul.     Moreover,  " 

3.  Confider  the  indifiernablenefs  of  this  judgment  to  the  foul  oil 
whom  it  Hes :  they  know  it  not,  no  more  than  a  man  knows  that 
he  is  afieep^  Indeed  it  is  ^<  the  fpirit  of  a  deep  ileep  poured  out  upcm 
«*  them  firom  the  Lord,'*  Ua.  xxix,  10.  like  that  which  bcfel 
Adam  when  God  opened  his  fide,  and  took  out  a  rib«  This  ren- 
ders their  mifery  the  more  remedilefs :  "  Becanfe  ye  fay  you  fcc> 
^«  therefore  your  fin  remaineth,"*  John  ix.  41*    Once  more, 

4.  Confider  the  tendency  and  effeEts  of  it.  What  doth  this  tend  t« 
but  eternal  ruin  ?  for  hereby  we  are  cut  off  from  the  only  remedy* 
The  foul  that's  fo  blinded,  can  never  fee  fin,  nor  a  Saviour  %  but> 
like  thx:  Egyptians y  during  the  palpable  darknefs,  fits  ftill,  and 
moves  not  after  its  own  recovery.  And  as  ruin  is  that  to  which 
it  tends,  fo  in  order  thereto,  it  renders  all  the  ordinances  and  du- 
ties under  which  that  foul  comes,  altogether  ufelefs  and  ineffefhial 
to  its  falvation.  He  comes  to  the  word,  and  fees  others  melted  by 
it,  tot  to  him  it  fignifies  nothing.  O  what  a  heavy  ftroke  of  God 
IS  vk !  Moft  wretched  is  their  cafi:,  to  whom  Jefus  Chrift  will 
rtot  apply  this  eye-falve,  that  they  may  fee.  Did  you  but  under- 
ft^id  the  mifery  of  fuch  a  ftate,  if  Chrift  fhould  fay  to  you,  as  he 
did  to  the  blind  man.  Mat.  xx.  33.  •*  What  wilt  thou  that  I  ihould 
«<  do  fw  thee  ?"  You  would  return  as  he  did,  <«  Lord,  that  my 
'«  eyes  may  be  opened." 

Infer,  2.  If  Jefus  Chrift  be  the  great  Prophet  of  the  church, 
tbenfurelj  he  ivdl  take  fpecial  care  both  of  the  church  and  the  under 
Jhepberds  appointed  by  him  fo  feed  them:  elfe  both  the  objefts  and  inflru^ 
fitenis  upon  and  by  which  he  executes  his  office,  muft  fail,  and 
confcquently  this  glorious  ofiice  fee  in  vain.  Hence  he  is  faid 
•<  to  walk  among  the  golden  candleilicks,"  Rev.  i.  13.  and  Revi 
ii.  I.  "to  hold  the  ft^rs  in  his  right  hand."  Jefus  Chrift  inftru- 
mcntaHy  opens  the  underftandings  of  men  by  preaching  of  the  goC- 
pel ;  and  wMlft  there  is  an  eleft  foul  to  be  converted,  or  a  convert 
to  be  farther  illuminated,  means  fliall  not  fail  to  accomplifii  it  by. 

Lifer.  3.  Hence  you  that  are  yet  in  darknefs,  may  be  direfted 
to  whom  to  apply  yourfelves  for  faving  knowledge.  Tis  Chrift 
that  hath  the  fovereign  eye-falve,  that  can  cure  your  blindnefs*  ; 

*  So  thick  is  that  cabra6t  which  is  grcmii  over  the  eye  of  our  underftandings 
£hat  none  but  God  can  remove  it«    Chrift  wat  fcnt  to  be  a  Ught  to  the  Gentilef, 
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he  only  hath  die  key  of  the  houfe  of  David ;  he  opens,  and  no 
man  fhutteth.  O  tb^t  I  might  perfuade  you  to  fet  yourfelves  in 
his  way^  under  the  ordinances,  and  cry  to  him,  <<  Lord,  that  my 
*«  eyes  may  be  opened.'*  Three  things  are  marvdoufly  encouraging 
♦*  to  you  fo  to  do» 

1.  God  the  Father  hath  put  lum  into  this  office,  for  the  cure 
of  fuch  as  you  be,  Ifa.  xlix.  6.  "  I  will  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the 
^«  Gentiles,  that  thou  maycft  be  my  falvation  to  the  aid  of  the 
*<  earth.'*  This  may  fumHh  you  with  an  aroument  to  plead  for  a 
cure.^  Wl>y  do  you  not  go  to  God,  and  iay.  Lord,  didft  thou 
give  Jcfus  Chrift  a  commiffion  to  open  the  blind  eyes  ?  Behold  me. 
Lord,  fuch  a  one  am  I,  a  poor,  dark,  ignorant  foul.  Didft  thou 
^ve  him  to  be  thy  falvation  to  the  encb  of  the  earth  ?  No  place 
nor  people  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  that  right  j  and  (hall  I 
fiill  remain  in  the  ihadow  of  death  ?  O  that  unto  me  he  might  be 
a  faving  light  alfo  ?  The  beft  and  moft  excellent  work  that  ever 
thou  wroughteft,  brings  thee  no  glory  till  it  comes  into  the  light ! 
O  let  me  (ee  and  admire  it ! 

2.  It  is  encouraging  to  think,  that  Jtfus  Chrt/t  hath  aBually  open^ 
edthe  eyes  of  them  that  were  as  dark  and  ignorant  as  you  are.  He 
hath  revealed  thofe  things  to  babes,  that  have  been  hid  fix>m  the 
wife  and  prudent,  Mat.  xi,  25.  "  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfiedt, 
<«  making  wife  the  fimple,"  Pfal.  xix.  7.  And  if  you  look  among 
thofe  whom  Chrift  hath  enlightened,  you  will  not  find  "  ^fkny 
*<  wife  after  the  flefh,  many  mighty,  or  noble ;  but  the  fooluh, 
*^  weak,  bafe,  and  defpifed ;  thefe  are  they  on  whom  he  hath 
«  glorified  the  riches  of  his  grace,"  i  Cor.  \,  26,  27. 

3.  And  is  it  not  yet  further  encouraging  to  you,  that  hitherto  he 
hath  mercifully  continued  you  under  the  means  of  light  ?  "Why  is  not 
the  light  of  the  gofpel  put  out  ?  Why  are  times  and  feafons  of 
grace  continued  toyou^  if  God  have  no  further  defign  of  good  to 
your  fouls  ?  Be  not  therefbre  difcouraged,  but  wait  on  the  Lord 
in  the  ufe  of  means^  that  you  may  yet  be  healed. 

^e/{.  If  you  aft.  What  can  we  do  to  put  ourfelves  into  the  way 
of  the  Spirit,  in  order  to  fuch  a  cure  ? 

&/.  I  fay,  though  you  cannot  do  any  thing  that  can  make  the 
gofpel  cffefbial,  yet  the  Spirit  of  God  can  make  thofe  means  you 
are  capable  of  ufing  efFeftual,  if  he  pleafe  to  concur  with  them. 
And  it  is  a  certain  truth,  that  your  inability  to  do  what  is  above 
yoiur  power,  doth  no  ways  excufe  you  from  doing  what'  is  within 
the  compafs  of  your  power  to  do.  I  know  no  a£t  that  b  faving, 
can  be  done  without  the  Concurrence  of  f piritual  grace ;  yea,  and 
no  aft  that  hath  a  remote  order  and  tendency  thereto,  without  a 

fo  he  enlightens  the  medium ;  and  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  fo  he  heals  t\a^ 
f  rgap ;  be  is  the  only  ocnUil :  firmint  MmI  Cbrifiam^  f.  30* 
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more  general  concourfe  of  God's  affiftance  $  but  lierdn  lie  is  not 
behuuMiand  with  you.     Let  xnc  therefore  advife, 

1.  That  you  diligently  attend  upon  an  ahh^  faithfidy  and  feenrebing 
numfirj.  Negledt  no  opportunity  God  afibrds  you  ;  for  hour  know 
you  but  that  may  be  the  time  of  mercy  to  your  foul  ?  If  he  that 
lay  fe  many  years  at  the  pool  of  Bctbefdaj  had  been  wanting  but 
that  hour  when  the  angel  came  down  and  troubled  the  waters^  he 
had  not  been  healed* 

2.  Satisfy  not  yourfelves  with  hearing,  but  con/idir  ^wiat  you 
hear.  Allow  time  to  refleA  upon  what  God  hath  fpoken  to  you. 
"What  power  is  there  in  man  more  excellent,  or  more  appropriate 
to  die  reafonable  nature,  than  its  refleAive  and  ielf-confidering 
power  ?  There  is  little  hope  of  any  good  to  be  done  upon  your 
ibub,  till  you  begin  to  go  alone,  and  become  thinking  men  and 
wromen :  Here  all  converfion  begins.  I  know,  a  feverer  taik  can 
hardly  be  impofed  upon  a  carnai  h^^ut.  It  is  a  hard  thing  to  bring 
a  man  and  hunfelf  together  upon  this  account :  but  this  muft  be. 
If  ever  the  Lord  do  your  ibuls  good.  Pfal.  iv.  4.  «  Commune 
with  your  own  hearts." 

3.  Labour  to  fee  ^  and  ingenuoufly  confefs  the  inft^ieney  of  all  your 
0tber  knowledge  to  do  you  good.  What  if  you  had  never  ib  much 
fkill  and  knowledge  in  other  myfteries  ?  What  if  you  be  never  (b 
well  acquainted  with  the  letter  of  the  fcripture  ?  What  if  you  had 
an  asgelical  illumination  i  This  can  never  fave  thy  fbuL  No,  all 
thy  knowledge  fignifies  nothing  till  the  Lord  fliew  thee  by  fpecial 
light  the  deplorable  fight  of  thy  own  heart,  and  a  faving  light  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  thy  only  remedy. 

Inf,  4.  Since  then  there  is  a  common  light,  and  fpecial  faving 
light,  which  none  but  ClirifV  can  give,  it  is  therefore  the  concern^ 
fnent  of  every  one  of  you  to  try  ivkat  your  light  is.  <«  We  know,  (faith 
«  the  apoflie,  i  Cor.  vlii.  i.)  that  we  all  have  knowledge.'*  O 
but  what,  and  whence  is  it  ?  Is  it  the  lighrof  life  fpringing  from  Je* 
ius  Chrift,  that  bright  and  morning  ftar,  or  only  fuch  as  the  De- 
vils and  damned  have  ?  Thefe  lights  differ, 

1.  In  their  very  kind  and  natures.  The  one  is  heavenly,  fuper- 
natural,  and*  (ptritnal  \  the  other  earthly,  and  natural,  the  effect 
of  a  better  conilitution  or  education,  James  iii.  15,  17. 

2.  They  di£Eer  moft  apparently  in  their  ^eifs  and  operations. 
The  light  that  comes  in  a  fpecial  way  from  Chrift,  is  humbling, 
abafing,  and  foul-emptying  light :  by  it  a  man  fees  the  vilenefs  of 
his  own  nature  and  praAice,  which  begets  felf-loathing  in  him; 
but  natural  light,  on  the  contrary,  puffs  up,  exalts,  and  makes  the 
heart  fwell  with  felf-conceitcdnefs,  i  Cor.  viii.  i. 

The  light  of  Chrift  \s  practical  and  operative,  ftill  urging  the  fotd, 
yet  lovingly  conftraining  it  to  obedience-     No  fooner  did  it  fhine 
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ittfco  PaidTs  lieart,  btst  prdeittljr  he  aiks,  < <  Lord,  wb&it  wHt  them 
<«  have  me  to  do  ?"  Afts  ix.  6.  It  brought  forth  firuit  in  the  Co* 
jbffians,  from  the  firft  day  it  came  to  themy  CoL  i.  6  ;  but  the 
other  fpends  itfelf  in  impradical  notions^  axid  is  detsdued  in  im- 
xightecmfnefsy  Rom.  i.  i8*  The  light  of  Chrtft  is  powerfully 
transformative  of  its  (iibjefb,  changing  the  man^  in  whom  it  is,  in- 
to the£une  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  2  Cor.  iii.  i8.  But  com- 
mon light  leaves  the  heart  as  dead,  as  carnal  and  ienfuad,  as  if  no 
Hght  at  s^  were  in  it. 

In  aword.  All  faving  light  endears  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  (ml ;  and 
91$  it  could  not  value  Imn  before  it  faw  him,  fo  when  once  he  ap- 
pears to  the  foul  in  his  ovm  light,  he  is  appreciated  and  endeared 
nafptakaiAj :  then  none  but  Chiift ;  all  is  but  dung,  that  he  may 
win  Chrift :  none  in  heaven  but^him,  nor  in  earth  defirable  in 
comporifon  of  him.  But  no  fuch  efib£l  flows  from  natural  com<- 
mon  knowledge. 

'  3.  They  differ  in  thdr  ijues.  Natural  common  knowledge 
Tanifheth,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  i  Cor.  xiii.  8.  It  is  but  a  May^ 
flower,  and  dies  in  its  month.  "  Doth  not  their  excellency  that 
«  is  in  them  go  away  P*  Job  iv.  ai.  But  this  that  fprings  from 
Chrtft  is  perfected,  not  deftroyed  by  death:  it  fprings  up  into 
everlafting  Hfe.  The  foul  in  which  it  is  fubjcfted,  carries  it  away 
with  it  into  glory.  John  xvii.  2.  this  light  b  life  eternal.  Now 
turn  in,  and  comp9|*e  yourfelves  with  thefe  rules :  let  not  4bHc 
fight  deceive  you. 

Inf.  5.  LaiUy,  Haw  are  they  obliged  to  Uve^ferve^  and  honour  Jefut 
Chryif  whom  he  hath  enlightened  with  the  faving  knowledge  of  him-' 
felf?  O  that  with  hands  and  hearts  lifted  up  to  heaven,  ye  would 
adore  the  free  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  y#ur  fouls  ?  How  man^ 
round  about  you  have  their  eyes  clofcd,  and  their  hearts  ihut  up ! 
How  many  are  in  darknefs,  and  there  are  like  to  remain,  till  they 
come  to  the  blacknefs  of  darknefs,  which  is  relcrecd  for  them  i  O 
what  a  pleafant  thing  is  it  for  your  eyes  to  fee  the  light  of  this 
world !  But  what  is  it  for  the  eye  of  your  mind  to  ice  God  in 
'  Chrift  ?  To  fee  fuch  ravilhing  fights  as  the  objects  of  faith  are  ? 
and  to  have  fuch  a  pledge  as  this  given  you  of  the  blefled  vifions 
of  g[lory  ?  for  in  this  light  youjballfee  light.  Blefs  God,  and  boaft 
not :  rejoice  in  your  light,  but  be  not  proud  of  it  \  and  beware  ye 
fin  not  againft  the  beft  and  higheft  light  in  this  world.  If  God 
were  fo  incenfed  againft  the  Heathens  for  difobeying  the  light  of 
nature,  what  is  it  in,  you  to  fin  with  eyes  dearly  illuminated  with 
the  pureft  light  that  fhincs  in  this  world  ?  Ybu  know,  God  charges 
it  upon  Solomon,  i  Kings  xi.  9.  that  he  turned  from  the  way  of 
obedience,  afier  the  Lord  had  appeared  to  him  tmce,     Jefus  Chrift 
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intended  when  he  <q>ened  your  eyes>  that  your  eyes  (bouU  diroA 
your  feet.  Jight  is  a  fpecial  help  to  obedience^  and  obed^nce  k  a 
fingular  help  to  encreafe  your  light. 


SERMON   XL 

The  Nature  and  Neceffity  of  the  Friefthood  of  Christ. 

Heb.  ix.  23. 

A  'wcs  therefore  necejpurj  that  the  patterns  of  tlingt  in  the  Heavens 
fiould  be  purified  imth  tbefe  ;  but  the  heavenly  things  themf elves  vnth 
better  facrifices  than  thefe. 

SALVATION  (as  to  the  aaual  difpcnfation  of  itj  is  revealei 
by  Chrift  as  a  Prophet y  procured  by  him  as  a  friefty  appliedhf 
hkn  as  a  King.  In  vain  is  it  revealed,  if  not  purcheaed;  in  vain 
revealed  and  purchafed,  if  not  applied.  How  it  is  revealed,  both 
to  us,  and  in  us,  by  our  great  Prophet,  hath  been  declared.  And 
now,  from  the  prophetfcal  office,  we  pais  on  to  the  prieftly  office 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  as  our  Prieft,  purchafed  our  falvation.  In  thi« 
offioft  is  contained,  the  grand  relief  for  a  ibul  diftrefled  by  the  guilt 
of  fin.  When  all  other  reliefs  have  been  effayed,  it  is  the  blood 
of  this  great  facrifice,  fprinkled  by  faith  upon  the  trembling  con- 
icience,  that  muft  cool,  refrefti,  and  fweetly  compofe  and  fettle 
it.  Now,  feeing  fo  great  a  weight  hangs  upon  this  office,  the 
apoftle  induftrioufly  confirms  and  comihends  it  in  this  epiftie,  and 
more  elpcciaUy  in  this  ninth  chapter  5  (hewing  how  it  was  figured 
to  the  world  by  the  typical  blood  oif  the  facrifities,  but  infinitely 
exceb  them  all :  and  as  in  many  other  hioft  weighty  refpcAs,  fo 
principally  in  this,  that  the  blood  of  theie  facrifices  did  but  ptcrify 
the  types  or  patterns  of  the  heavenly  things ;  but  the  blood  of  thb 
facrifice  purified  or  confccrated  the  heavenly  things  tfaeoifelves, 
iignified  by  thofe  types. 

The  words  read,  contains  an  argument  fo  prove  the  neceffity  of 
the  ofiermg  up  of  Chrift,  the  great  Sacrifice,  drawn  from  the  pro- 
portion betwixt  the  types,  and  the  things  typified*.     If  the  fanc« 

*  He  condodet  the  foregoing  argument  on  the  neceffity  of  redemption,  from 
tlie  proportion  between  the  types  and  the  heavenly  things;  for,  if  the  things  typi- 
<»Uy  facred,  behoved  to  be  purified  with  typical  blood ;  furely,  the  heavenly 
things  behoved  to  be  purified  by  blood  fo  much  more  excelling  that  other,  as  thefe 
things  themfcWes  excel  their  earthly  types.  The  reafon  is  plain:  becanfe,  what  pro- 
penion  there  is  between  the  types  and  the  things  typified,  muft  likewife  tltkc  piact 
/«#  to  the  blood  that  confecrates  them.    Bttnux  on  thi»  place. 
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toaiy>  mercy^featj  and  all  things  pertaining  to  the  fervice  of  the 
tabernacle,  were  to  be  confecrated  by  blood ;  thofe  earthly,  but 
iacred  types>  by  the  blood  of  bulls  and  lambs,  isfc.  much  more 
the  heavenly  things  (hadowed  by  them,  ought  to  be  purified  or 
c<mfecrated  by  better  blood  than  the  blood  of  beafts.  The  blood 
confecrating  thefe,  ihould  as  much  excel  the  blood  tliat  c%nfe^ 
crated  thofe,  as.  the  heavenly  tilings  thenifelves  do,  in  their  own 
nature,  excel  thofe  earthly  ihadows  of  them.  Look,  what  pro- 
portion there  is  between  the  type  and  anti*type#  the  like  propor- 
tion alfo  is  betwixt  the  blood  that  confecrates  them  \  earthly  things 
with  common,  heavenly  things  with  thd  moft  excellent  blood. 

So  then,  there  arc  two  things  to  be  efpecially  obferved  here  : 
jFiV^,  The  nature  of  Chrlft's  death  and  fitfferings :  it  had  the  na- 
ture, ufe  and  end  of  afacrlfice  \  and  of  all  facrLQces  the  moil  ex- 
cellent. Secondly  f  The  neceflity  of  his  offering  it  up:  it  was  neceffary 
to  correfpond  with  all  the  types  and  prefigurations  of  ^t  u|ider 
the  law  ;  but  efpecially  it  was  neceflary  for  the  expiating  of  iin, 
the  propitiating  of  a  juilly  incenfed  God,  and  the  opening  a  way 
for  reconciled  ones  to  come  to  God  in.  The  point  I  fhall  give  you 
from  it  is, 

X)q&.  That  the/acrifce  of  Chrijf^  our  High-frieft^  is  mo/l  excellent 
in  itfslf  and  mo/l  neceffary  for  us. 

.  Saaifices  *  are  of  two  forts  \  euciari/lical,  or  thank-oSerings,  in 
teftificr.tion  of  homage,  duty  and  fcrvlcc ;  and  in  token  of  grati- 
tude for  mercies  freely  received }  and  ilaflical,  or  expiatory,  for 
fatisfacUon  to  juftice,  and  thereby  the  atoning  and  reconciling  of 
God.  Of  this  laft  kind  was  the  facrlfice  offered  by  Jefus  Chrift 
for  us :  to  tl^is  office  he  was  called  by  God,  lieb.  v.  5.  In  it  he 
was  confirmed  by  the  unchangeable  oath  of  God,  Ffal.  ex.  4.  for 
it,  he  was  Angularly  qualified  by  his  incarnation,  Heb.  x.  6,  ,7. 
and  all  the  ends  of  it  he  has  fully  anfwered,  Heb.  ix.  11,  i  a. 

My  prefent  defign  is,  firom  this  fcripture,  to  open  the  general  na- 
ture ^d  abfolute  neceffity  of  the  priefthood  of  Chrift  5  ihewing  what 
his  pcriefthood  inq>lies  in  it,  a^d  how  all  this  ^vas  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceflaly  in  order  to  our  recovery  from  the  deplorable  ftate  of  fin  and 
mlfery. 

Fi7^  then,  we  will  confider  what  it  fuppofes  and  implies  j  and 
then,  wherein  it  confifts.    And  there  are  fix  things  which  it  either 
pr6*fuppofeth,  or  necefiTarily  includeth  in  it. 
—  "  '     '        '  '        — ^i»»— .— ^■■^■^—.■— ■(■■■■■■iw*^^.^ 

•  Of  facrificcs,  fomo  arc  typical,  others  arc  the  very  things  fignificd  by  the 
type :  and  both  arc  of  two  forts,  «;.ar»«»,  r*//W«?A',  or  (v.^apinx^^,  I  c.  thankC- 
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1.  At  firft  fight,  itfiippofes  marts  revob  and  fall  frmt  God:  and 
a  dreadful  breach  made  thereby  betwixt  Gad  «  ture  of 
and  hiin>  elfe  no  need  of  an  atoning  facrifice.  ^»  .^  .  I 
«  If  one  died  for  aU,  then  were  all  dead/'  2  i^Znef 
Con  V.  14.  dead  in  law,  under  fentence  to  die,  ^^^  * 
and  that  etemaUy.  In  all  the  facrifices,  from  Adam  to  Chrift,  this 
was  ftiU  preached  to  the  worlds  that  there  was  a  fearful  bmch 
betwixt  God  and  man  $  and  even  ib,  that  juftice  required  our 
blood  ihould  be  Ihed.  And  the  fire  flaming  on  the  altar,  which 
wholly  burnt  up  the  facrifice,  was  a  Uvely  emblem  of  that  fiery 
Indignation  that  ihould  devour  the  adverfaries.  But  above  all» 
when  Chrift,  that  true  and  great  Sacrifice,  was  offered  up  to  God^ 
then  was  the  fsureft  glafs  that  ever  Was  ki  the  world,  fet  before  us» 
therein  to  fee  our  fin  and  miiery  by  the  fall. 

2.  Hispriefthoodfuppofes  the  unaltprabU  purfofi  of  God  to  take  ven* 
geaneeforfn^s  he  will  not  let  it  pais.     I  will  hot  determine  what 

God  could  do  in  this  caie,  by  his  abfolute  power ;  Jmt  I  think  it  it 
generally  yielded,  that,  by  his  ordinate  power,  he  could  do  no  left 
than  puniih  it  in  the  peHbn  of  the  finner,  or  of  Us  furety. 

Thofe  that  contend  for  fuch  a  for^venefs,  as  is  an  a£t  of  charityt 
like  that  whereby  private  perfons  forgive  one  another^  muft  at  once 
fiippofe  God  to  part  with  hb  right,  cedendo  dtjurefm^y  and  aUb 
lender  the  fatisfa^on  of  Chrift  akogether  ufeleisy  as  to  the  pro- 
curement of  forgiveneis ;  yea,  rather  an  obftacle,  than  a  means  to 
it.  Surely,  the  nature  and  truth  of  God  obl%e  him  to  punlfh 
fin  J.  «  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  look  upon  iniquity,'*  Heb.  !• 
13.  And  befide,  the  word  is  gone  out  of  his  mouth,  that  the 
finner  £hall  die. 

3.  The  prieftbood  of  Cbrt/l  pre^fi^feth  thf  utter  impotency  of  men  h 
e^peefe  God,  end  recover  his  favour  by  any  thing  he  could  do  or/tffer^ 
Surely  God  would  not  come  down  to  affume  a  body  to  die,  and 
be  offered  up  for  us,  if  at  any  cheaper  rate  it  could  have  been  ac^ 
complifhed ;  there  was  no  other  way  to  recover  man  and  fatisfy 
God.  Thbfe  that  deny  the  fatisfafiion  of  Chrift,  and  talk  of  his 
dying  to  confirm  the  truth,  and  give  us  an  example  of  meekneis^ 
patience,  and  felf-denial,  affirming  thefe  to  be  the  fole  ends  of  his 
death,  do  not  only  therein  root  up  the  foundations  of  their  own 
comfort,  peace  and  pardon^  but  moft  boldly  impeach  and  tax  the 

Vol.  1.  T 

■     ■  .     ■  I  ■  ,      ■  ■#>  - 

*  The  readier  waj  find  this  cafe  learnedly  and  folidJy  handled  by  Dr  T^igi% 
Fut£c.iraiU^  digre£  8. 

f  By  hetraying  the  canfe  of  jnfiice,  in  depaitinfp  from  bit  own  eternal  and  neeef- 
£uy  njhta. 

I  In  no  other  way  can 'God*a  hatred  of  fin  be  made  to  appear,  t^by 
the  dcicTTtd  pmuftinffiit.    firad.  m  Ji^^.  f,  &i. 
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biSnke  wiiHom.  God  could  have  done  all  this  at  a  cheaper  rate  g 
chefufieringB  of  a  mere  creature  are  able  to  attain  thefc  ends :  the 
deaths  of  the  martyrs  did  it.  But  who  by  dying  can  fatisfy  and  re- 
concile God  ?  what  creature  can  bring  him  an  adequate  and  pro- 
portionable value  for  lln  ?  yea,  for.  all  the  fin  that  ever  was,  or 
fiiall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  natures,  or  committed  by  the  peribns 
of  all  God's  ele£t,  from  Adam^  to  the  laft  that  (hall  be  found  alive 
at  the  Lord**  conung  ?  fiirely,  none  but  CKi-iil  can  do  this. 
*  4.  ChrifFs  prk/tkoci  impiies  the  necejity  of  Us  being  God-emui^^  It 
\m  neceflary  he  (honld  be  a  man,  in  order  to  liit  paffion,  com- 
paflion,  and  derivation  of  his  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs  to  men. 
Had  he  not  been  a  man,  he  had  hadno  facrifice  to  ofier,  no  foul 
or  body  to  fufer  in.  The  Godhead  is  impatible,  immortal,  and 
above  all  thofe  fufferings  and  miferies  Chriib  fek  for  us«  Beiides, 
Ills  being  man,  fills  him  with  bowels  of  compaflion  and  tender 
fcnfe  of  our  mileries :  this  makes  him  a  merciful  and  faithful 
High-prieft,  Heb.  iv.  15.  and  not  on?y  fits  hiih  to  pfty,  but  to 
Rnftify  us  alfo  5  fojr  *«  he  that  fan^fleth,  and  they  that  are  fenc- 
<»  tified;  are  both  of  one,"  Hcb.  ii*  11^  14,  17.  And  as  neceflary 
ft  Ava$  our  High*prieft-ihould  be  God,  fince  the  value  and  efficacy 
6f  his  ftcrifice  rcfiilts  from  thence.  .   - 

5.  ^e  prieflhopd  of  Chrifl  implies  the  exttrmrtyi  of  his  JiifferhigT* 
In  facrifices,  yoti  know,  there  was  a  deftrucHon,  a'kind  ofanmhi* 
latlon  of  the  creature  to  the  glory  of  God^  'Hie  Ihedding  of  the 
creature's  blood,  and  burning  its  flefh-  with  fire,  was  but  an  urn- 
brage,  or  feint  refembkncc  of  what  Chrift  endured,  when  he 
made  his  foul  an  oflering  for  fin. 

And  laftly,  //  implies  the  gracious  def^n  of  God  to  reconcile  us  at  a 
dear  rate  to  hlntfelf  .  in  that  he  called  and  confirmed  Chrifi  in  his  priefl^ 
hood  hy  tin  oathy  ntid  f hereby  laid  out  a  facrijice^  of  infinite  veduejbr 
The  ivorld.  Sins,  for  which  no  facrifice  is  albwed,  are  defperate 
Tins ;  and  the  cafe  of  fuch  iinners  is  hctj^lefs  :  But  if  Ged  allow, 
^ea,  and  provide  a  ficrlfice  himiclf,  hew  plainly  doth  it  ipeak  his 
Intentions  of  peace  and  mercy  i  Thefe  things  are  manifeftly  prc- 
fuppofed,  or  implied  in  ChrifPs  prieflhood. 

**  f  This  priefthood  of  Chrift  is  that  fimftion,  wherein  he 
'<  comes  before  God,  in  our  name  and  place,  to  fiilfil  the  law, 
-  -  -    -  .        I         -  ■  ■  ■  -  -, — -■_  ■      1 ,  --  -I 

*  Hence,  therefore,  it  appears,  how  neceflary  it  wa«  that  Chrift  the  Medfcitor 
Ihould  be  both  God  and  Man :  had  he  not  been  Man,  he  would  not  have  been  a 
iit  iacrifice :  and  had  he  not  been  God,  .that  £icrifice  would  not  have  been  •£  fuffi- 
cicnt  efficacy.     Antef,  Med,  p.  92. 

'    f  SaetrAthtm  Chrifi  ^fmnSio  jp«  t^rmm  Dftafparer^  utUgtm  ahtffi  au9f*ammffir% 
nomine  dfer^it^  felpfum  viffimam  rcfcmcUiat'toni:  pf  nojirh  feuatis  ipft  offerat^fmajiu  afui 

fficMcitn  afplieeU     Syiioplis  puriorii  TheoL  p.  31^. 
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«  and  otkt  up  Mmfelf  to  Kim  a  Tacrifice  of  recMcBiafion  lor  our 
*«  fins  5  and  by  his  inter ceffion  to t^nttnue  and  appfy  the  purciurfr  of 
«<  his  blood  to  them  finr  whom  he  fhed  it :"  All  tlm  is  ooKtunod  in 
that  famous  fcripturc,  HeK  x.  7,  8,  9,  10,  ir,  la,  13,  14.  Or, 
more  briefly,  the  priefHiood  of  thrift  w  that  wh«reby  he  expiated 
tlie  fins  of  men,  and  obtained  the  favour  of  God  for  them,  CM. 
u  20,  aa.  Rom.  v.  10.  But  bccaufe  I  fliall  infift  more  largely  up- 
on the  feveral  parts  and  friiksof  tWs  office,  k  flxall  here  fiifficc  to 
fpeak  this  much  as  to  its  general  nature ;  which  was  t&e  ttf& 
thing  propofed  for  expficatten. 

Secondly^  The  ncceflity  of  ChrifVs  priefthood  comes  next  to  be 
opened.  Toodiing  which,  !  afSrm,  accdfding  to  the  (criptupcs, 
it  was  neceSaiy,  in  order  to  our  felration,  that  fuch  a  Priefl  ihould» 
by  foch  a.  facrifice,  appear  before  God  for  us. 

The  truth  of  this  aflertion  will  be  cleared  by  thefe  two  principle^^ 
which  arc  evident  ki  the  feripture,  viz.  That  God  ftood  upon  fuH 
ladsfhAion,  and  would  not  remit  one  fin  without  it :  and  that  fallen 
man  is  totally  mcapable  of  tendering  him  any  fcch  fatisfitJtiofi} 
therefore  Chrift,  who  only  can,  muft  do  it.  or  we  perifli. 

I.  Godjlood  upon  full  fatisfaBion^  and  noould  not  remit  (me  Jm  itdikj^ 
^Ht  it.  TTiis  wifi  be  clearedyn^ffli  the  nature  of  Jin  /  and^fww  the  V0^ 
racity  and  nuifdom  of  God. 

{ I .)  From  the  nature  offtn^  which  defer\'^es  that  the  flnner  fhould 
fufier  for  it.  Penal  evil,  in  a  courfe  of  juftice,  follows  moral  evil^ 
Sih  and  forrow  ought  to  go  together ;  betwixt  thefe  is  a  ncceflSuy 
connexion,  Rom.  vi,  13.  «The  wages  of  fm  is  death.* 

(2.)  The  veracity  of  God  requires  it.  The  word  is  gone  out  of 
his  mouth  J  Gen.  ii.  17.  «  in  the  day  that  thou  eateft  thereof, 
«  thou  fhalt  furely  die  f^  certo  acjfatim  morieris.  From  X\M  time 
he  was  inftantly  and  certainty  obnoxious  and  liable  to  the  death  of 
foul  and  body.  The  law  pronounces  him  cnrfed,  *«  that  continues 
«'  not  in  all  things  that  are  written  therein  to  do  them,''  Gal.  iih  9?. 
Now,  though  man's  threatenings  are  often  vain  and  infignificant 
things,  yet  God's  fhall  furely  take  place  -,  «  not  one  tittle  of  thU 
««  law  (hall  faU,  till  allhe  fulfiUed,"  Matt.  v.  18.  God  wiU  be  true 
in  his  threatenings,  though  thoufands  and  millions  perifli. 

(3O  '^^  wifiiom  of  God,  by  which  he  governs  the*  rational 
world,  admits  not  of  a  dilpenfation  or  relaxation  of  the  threaten*- 
ings  without  fatirfaiftton  ♦ :  for,  as  good  no  king,  as  no  laws  for 
government ;  as  good  no  law,  as  no  penalty  ;  and  as  good  no  pe- 
nalty, as  no  execution.  To  this  purpofe  one  well  obferves ;  «  It 
«<  is  altogether  indecent,  efpecially  to  the  wifdom  and  righteouA 
«  Befi  of  God,  that  that  which  provaketh  the  execution,  fhould 
*****^^ —   -       -  *       -        »  _■■--- 

«  Dr  RcynoUU  cm  FfaL  cs.  p.  409. 
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^  procnre  tlieabrogaticmof  his  kw ;  that  that  flioald  Aippknt  and 
^  undermine  the  law,  for  (he  alone  preventing  whereof  the  hw 
^  was  before  eftablifhed.**  How'  coidd  it  be  expefted*  that  men 
ihould  fear  and  tremble  before  God,  when  they  fliould  find  them- 
feWes  more  feared  than  hurt  by  h^  threats  againft  iin  !  So  then 
God  {tood  upon  fatisfajtion,  and  would  admit  no  treaty  of  peace, 
on  any  other  ground. 

OhjeB,  Let  none  here  citjefk,  that  reconciliation  upon  this  only 
£bore  of  fatisfa£iion,  is  derogatory  to  the  riches  of  grace  \  or  that 
we  allow  not  God  what  we  do  men,  vi?.  to  forgive  an  injury  free* 
ly,  iritfaout  fatisfaAion^ 

&/•  Free  forgivenefs  to  us,  and  full  fatisfaftion  made  to  God  by 
Jcfus  Chrift  for  us,  are  not  wv^o^a^  things  inconfiilent  with  each 
other,  as  in  its  proper  place  fhall  be  more  fully  cleared  to  you. 
,  And  for  denying  that  to  God  which  we  allow  to  men  %  you  muft 
know,  that  man  and  man  ftand  on  even  ground :  man  is  not  ca* 
pable  of  bdng  wronged  and  injured  by  man,  as  God  is  by  man, 
there  is  no  compariion  between  the  nature  of  the  offences. 

To  conclude,  man  only  can  freely  forgive  man ;  in  a  private 
capacity,  fo  far  as  wrong  concerns  himfelf ;  but  ought  not  to  do 
fo  in  a  public  capacity,  afr>he  is  judge,  and  bound  to  execute  juitice 
impartially.  God  is  our  Law-giver  and  Judge  :  he  will  not  dif. 
nenfe  widi  violations  of  the  law,  but  {hriAly  ftands  upon  complete 
latisfa^^on, 

2.  Mm  can  tender  to  God  no  fatisfaAion  of  his  own,  for  the 
wrong  done  by  his  fin.  He  finds  no  way  to  compenfate  and  make 
God  amends,  either  by  doing,  or  by  fuffering  his  will. 

(i.)  Not  by  doing:  this  way  is  £hut  up  to  all  the  world  \  none 
can  iatisfy  God^  or  reconcile  himfelf  to  him  this  way ;  for  it  is 
evident  our  beft  works  are  finfiil  \  «  All  our  righteoufnefs  is  as 
<<  filthy  rags,''  Ifa.  Ixiv.  6.  And  it  is  ftrange  any  fhould  imagine, 
that  one  fin  fhould  make  fatisfaAion  for  another.  If  it  be  faid, 
not  what  is  finfiil  in  our  duties,  but  what  is  fpiritual,  pure  and 
good,  mky  ingi^tiate  us  with  God ;  it  is  at  hand  to  reply,  that 
what  is  good  in  any  of  our  duties,  is  a  debt  we  owe  to  God,  yea, 
we  owe  him  perfeA  obedience  ;  and  it  is  not  imaginable  how  we 
ihould  pay  one  debt  by  another  -,  quit  a  former  by  contracting  a 
new  engagement.  If  we  do  any  thing  that  is  good,  we  are  be- 
holden to  grace  for  it,  John  xv.  5.  2  Cor.  iy«  5.  i  Cor.  xv.  lo. 
In  a  word,  thofe  that  have  hgd  as  much  to  plead  on  that  fcore  as 
any  now  living,  have  quitted,  and  utterly  given  up  all  hopes  of 
appeafing  and  fatisfying  the  juflice  of  God,  that  way.  It  is  like, 
holy  Job  feared  God,  and  efchewed  evil  as  much  as  any  of  you  \ 
j€t  he  faith.  Job  ix.  ao,  ax.  <<  If  I  juftify  myfelf,  mine  own 
^  zpouth  ihall  condemn  me;  if  I  fay  I  am  perfeft,  it  ihaU  «lf(i 
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<<  prove  toe  perveHe.  Thcmgh  I  were  poMt,  yet  would  I  net 
**  know  my  fou}  i  I  would  defpUc  my  life."  It  may  be  David 
was  a  man  as  much  after  the  heart  of  God  as  you  ^  yet  he  iiudy 
PfaL  cxliii.  2.  «  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  Servant ;  for  in 
«  thy  fight  fhall  no  man  be  juftified/'  It  is  like  Paul  lived  as  holy, 
heavenly,  and  fruitful  a  life  as  the  beft  of  you»  and  far,  far  beyond 
you  }  yet  he  faithy  i  Cor.  iv.  4*  <<  I  know  (or  am  confcious  to 
*<  myfelf )  of  nothing,  yet  am  I  not  hereby  juftified/'  His  fince- 
rity  might  cmfort  him^  but  could  notjufiify  him.  And  what  need 
I  fay  more  ?  The  Lord  hath  (hut  up  this  way  to  all  the  world  ) 
•  and  the  fcriptures  fpeak  it  roundly  and  plainly :  Rom.  iii.  ao. 
«<  Therefore,  by  the  deeds  of  the  ]»w,  there  fhall  no  fleih  bejufH- 
<'  ficd  in  his  fight."    Compare  GaL  iiL'21.  Rom.  viii.  3. 

(2.)  And  as  man  can  never  reconcile  himfelf  to  God  by  doirtg, 
h  neither  hYjuffering:  that  k  equally  impoffible  j  fi)r  no  fuficr- 
ings  can  fatis^  God,  but  fuch  as  are  proportionable  to  the  offence 
we  fufifer  for.  And  if  fo,  an  infinite  futfering  muft  be  borne :  t 
fay  infinite,  for  fin  is  an  infinite  evil,  objcAively  confidered,  as  it 
wnmgs  an  infinite  God.  Now  fufiferings  may  be  f;ud  to  be  infi- 
nite,^ either  in  refpeA  of  their  tveigit,  exceeding  all  bounds  and 
limits  ;  the  letting  out  of  the  wradi  and  fury  of  an  infinite  God : 
or  in  refpedt  of  duration,  being  endleis  and  everlafting.  In  the 
firft  fenfe,  no  creature  can  bear  an  infinite  wrath,  it  would  fwal- 
low  us  up.  In  the  fecond,  it  may  be  borne  as  the  damned  do  ^  but 
then,  ever  to  be  fufiering,  is  never  to  have  fatisfied. 

So  that  no  man  can  be  his  own  prieft,  to  reconcile  himfelf  to 
God  by  what  he  can  do  or  fuffer.  And  therefore,  one  that  is  able 
by  doing  and  fiifiering,  to  reconcile  him,  muft  undertake  it,  or  we 
periih.  Thus  you  fee  plainly  and  briefly  the  general  nature  and 
neceffity  of  Chrift's  priefthood. 

From  both  thefe,  feveral  ufeful  corollaries,  or  pra£tical  deduc- 
tions, ofl:Vr  themfelves. 

Corollary  i.  This  flisws,  in  the  firft  place,  the  incomparable  ^x- 
ceilencj  of  the  reformed  Chri/iian  religion  aiove  all  other  religions,  known 
to,  or  frofeffed  in  the  world.  What  other  religions  feek,  the  Chrif- 
ttan  religion  only  finds,  even  a  folid  foundation  for  true  peace  and 
iettkment  of  confcience.  While  the  Jews  feek  it  in  vain  in  the 
law }  the  Mahometan  in  his  external  and  ridiculous  obfervances  $ 
the  Papifi  in  his  own  merits ',  the  believer  only  finds  it  in  the  blood 
of  this  great  Sacrifice  \  this,  and  nothing  lefs  than  this,  can  pacify 
a  difireSed  confcience,  labouring  under  the  weiglit  of  its  own 
guijt.  Confcience  demands  no  kfs  to  fatisfy  it,  than  God  de* 
mands  to  fatisfy  him.  The  grand  inqueft  of  confcience  is,  is  God 
fatisfied  ?  If  he  be  fatisfied,  I  am  fatisfied.  Woful  is  the  ftate  of 
that  maUj  that  feels  the  worm  of  confcience  nibbling  on  the  moft 
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tender  part  of  tlie  ibulj  and  hath  im>  relief  againft  it;  that  feeb 
the  intolerable  iealding  wrath  of  God  btnuing  within^  and  hath 
nothing  to  cool  k.  Hear  me,  you  that  flight  the  trosbles  of  con- 
fcience^  diat  call  them  fancies  and  meI»icho}jr  whintiies ;  if  jon 
ever  had  had  but  one  fkk  night  fcnr  iki)  if  you  had  ever  felt  that 
fhame,  fear,  horror,  and  defpair,  which  are  the  dihnal  efl^As  of 
an  accu&ig  and  condemning  confcience,  yoB  would  account  it  an 
Dinipeakablc  mercy  to  hear  of  a  way  for  the  difcharge  of  a  poor 
fi^ner  from  that  guilt :  you  would  kifs  the  feet  of  tliit  meSenffer 
that  could  bring  you  tidings  of  peace ;  you  would  call  him  blelfed, 
that  flionM  dircft  you  to  an  dfeftual  remedy.  Now,  whoever 
thou  art,  that  pineft  away  in  thine  iniquities,  that  drooped  from 
day  to  day  tinder  the  prcfent  wounds,  the  difmal  pre^es  of  con- 
feience,  know  that  thy  foul  and  peace  can  never  meet,  till  diou 
art  periuaded  to  come  to  this  blood  of  fprinkling. 

The  blood  of  this  facrifice  fpeaks  better  things  than  the  blood 
of  jiM,  The  blood  of  this  iacrifice  is  the  blood  of  God-,  AAs  xx. 
a8.  invaluably  precious  blood,  r  Pet.  i.  i8.  One  drop  of  it  in- 
finitely excels  the  blood  of  all  mere  creatures,  Heb.  x.  4,  j,  6. 
Such  is  the  Mood  that  muft  do  thee  good.  Lord,  I  muft  have  fuch 
blood  (faith  confcience)  as  is  capable  of  giving  thee  full  (ati$fii£tion, 
or  it  tan  give  me  no  peace.  The  Mood  of  all  the  cattle  upon  a 
thoufand  hills  cannot  do  this*  What  is  the  blood  of  beafts  to 
God  ?  the  blood  of  all  the  men  in  the  world  can  do  nothing  in 
this  cafe.  What  is  our  polluted  blood  worth  ?  No,  no,'  it  is  the 
blood  of  God,  that  muft  fatisfy  both  thee  and  me. 

Yea,  Chrift's  blood  is  not  only  the  blood  of  God^  but  it  is  Hood 
Ihed  in  thy  ftead,  and  in  thy  place  and  room,  Gali  iii.  13.  «  He 
«<  was  made  a  curfc-  for  us.**  And  fo  it  becomes  fin-pardoning 
blood,  Heb.  ix.  22.  Eph.  i.  7.  Col.  i.  14.  Rom.  iiil  26.  and  con- 
fcqucntly,  confcience-pacifying,  and  fbul*qnieting  Mood,  Gol.  i. 
20.  Eph.  ii.  13,  14.  Rom.  iii.  26.  O  bids  God,  that  ever  the 
news  of  this  blood  came  to  thine  ears.  With  hands  and  eyes  lift- 
ed up  to  heaven,  admire  that  grace  that  caft  thy  lot  in  a  place  where 
this  joyfal  found  rings  in  the  ears  of  poor  finners.  What  had  thy 
cafe  been,  if  thy  mother  had  brought  thee  forth  in  the  dclcrts  dF 
Arabia,  or  in  the  waftes  of  America  !  Or  that  if  thou  hadftbeen 
nurfed  up  by  a  popifh  father,  who  could  have  told  thee  of  no 
other  remedy  when  in  diftrefs  for,  fin,  but  to  go  fuch  a  pilgrimage, 
to  whip  aird  lalh  thyfelf,  to  fatisfy  an  angry  Gdd !  Surely  the 
pure  light  of  the  gofpel  (hining  upon  this  generation,  is  a  mercy 
'  never  to  be  duly  valued,  never  to  be  enough  prized. 

Corollary  2.  Htnce  alfo  he  it^hrtned  of  the  neceffitj  offmth^  In  order 
to  ajfate  andfenfe  of  peace  nvkh  God:  for  to  what  purpofe  is  the  blood 
of  Chrifl  qur  Iacrifice  ihed,  unlefs  it  be  aftually  and  perfonally  ap*. 
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plied^  and  a^pcopriated  b^  faith  i  You  know  when  the  iWi^ftcci 
under  the  law  were  brought  to  be  flain^  he  that  braujAt  it  was  to 
put  his  *  haiaid  upon  the  head  of  the  facrijSce>  and  U>  it  vru  ae* 
cepted  for  himi  to  make  an  atonement^  Lev.  i.  4*  not  only  to  fig* 
nifyi  that  how  it  was  no  more  his>  but  God's,  the  property  bring 
transferred  by  a  kind  of  manumiffion ;  nor  yet  that  he  voliintarily 
gave  it  to  the  Lord  as  his  own  free  aA^  bat  principally  it  noted 
the  putting  off  his  fins,  and  the  penalty  due  to  him  for  tnem>  upon 
the  head  of  the  £icri£ce :  and  fo  it  implied  in  it  an  'eatecrationi  ai 
if  he  had  faid,  upon  thy  head  be  the  evil.  So  the  learned  ob- 
ierve  ^  the  ancient  Egjftiau/  were  wont  exprefsly  to  imprecate^ 
when  they  facrificed ;  if  any  evil  he  coming  upon  us,  or  upon  Egypt) 
let  it  turn  and  reft  upon  this  head,  laying  their  hand,  at  thefe  words, 
on  the  facri&:e's  head.  And  upon  that  ground,  iaith  thef  Hiftorian, 
note  of  them  would  eat  of  the  head  of  any  living  creatute.  You 
inuft  alfc^  lay  the  hand  of  faith  upon  Chrift  your  iacrifice,  not  to 
imprecate,  but  apply  and  appropriate  him  to  your  own  foufej  he 
luving  been  made  a  curie  for  you. 

To  this  the  whole,  gofpei  tends,  even  to  perfoade  finners  to  a{>« 
ply  Chrifl,  and  his  blood  to  theh*  own  jC>uls.  To  this  he  invited 
us,  Matth.  xi.  28.  <<  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  l^xmr,  and  are 
<<  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  i^ft."  For  tliis  end  our  facri- 
fice  was  lifted  up  upon  the  altar;  John  iii.  14,  15.  <<  As  Moies 
*<  lifted  up  the  ierpent  in  the  wUdemds,  fo  muft  the  Son  of  man 
•<  be  lifted  up :  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fhould  not  periih, 
•<  but  have  everbfting  life/'  The  effe£b  of  the  law,  not  only 
npon  the  cpnfcience,  filling  it  with  torments,  but  upon  the  whole 
perfon,  bringing  death  upon  it,  are  here  fhadowed  out  by  the 
flingings  of  fiery  ferpents ;  and  Chrifl  by  the  brazen  ferpent  which 
Mofes  exalted  for  the  Ifraelites,  that  were  flung,  to  \o^  unto. 
And  as  by  looking  to  it,  they  were  healed  %  fo  by  believing,  or 
looking  to  Chrift  in  faith,  our  fouls  are  healed*  Thofethat  look* 
ednot  to  the  brazen  ferpent,  died  infallibly  s  fo  mvA  all  that  look 
not  to  Jefus,  our  facrifice,  by  faith.  It  is  true,  the  death  of  Chrift 
is  the  meritorious  caufe  of  remifiion,  but  faith  is  the  inftarumental 
applying  ^auie  % ;  and  as  Chrift's  blood  is  neceflary  in  its  place,  fe 
is  our  faith  in  its  place  alio.  For  to  the  a£hial  remifiion  of  fin,  and 
peace  of  confcience,  there  muft  be  a  co*operation  of  all  the  caufct 

*  And  he  (hall  put  his  hand,  iignifymg  thathe  cafts  his  (ini  and  the  punUhment 
4ue  to  them,  upon  the  head  of  the  vidim :  ae  among*  the  Greeks  Ui  rwf  otju^u 
m^aCKi^^  Upon  his  head,  is  a  kind  of  imprecation.     Drmfuu  ami  Afiti^chku, 

f  Herod.  5U  39. 

f  It  is  a  rule,  that  where  there  is  a  total  and  ibffident  caufe  in  ad,  there  the 
eSe&  muft  neetb  follow.  But  if  they  be  partial  cauiet,  ^hen  the  catifes  which  fHCt 
ceed  m  order,  do  not  produce  their  complete  efied,  amil  the  hft awle.bc  ii^tA. 
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0f  remiflicm  and  peace*  As  there  is  the  grace  and  love  of  God  for  an 
efficient  and  impulfive  caufe,  and  the  death  of  Chrift  our  facrifice, 
the  meritorious  caufe ;  fo  of  neceifity  there  muft  be  faith^  the  in- 
ftrufloiental  caofe.  And  thefe  con-caofes  do  all  fweetly  meet  in 
their  influences^  and  activities,  in  our  remtffion^  and  tranquillity 
of  confdence  %  and  they  are  all  (fm  ginere)  in  their  kind  and  place 
abfohitely  necefiary  to  the  procuring  and  applying  of  it. 

What  is  the  need  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  ihed,  if  I  have  no 
intereft  in  itj  no  faving  influences  from  it  ?  O  be  convinced,  this 
IS  the  end,  the  buflnefs  6i  life.  Faith  is  the  P&muc-grace,  as 
Chrift  is  the  Pboenix-^aaxj.  He  is  tie  gjfif  John  iv.  10.  And 
this  is  «  the  work  of  God,  John  vi.  29.  The  death  of  Chrift, 
the  offers  and  tenders  of  Chrift,  never  faved  one  foul  in  them- 
felves,  without  believing  application.  But,  wo  is  ihe !  how  do  I 
Jee  finners,  either  not  at  all  touched  with  the  fenfe  of  iin,  and  fb 
being  whole,  need  not  the  phyfician ;  or  if  any  be  ftung  and 
w(mnded  with  guih,  how  do  they  lick  themfelves  whole  with  their 
own  duties  and  reformations !  As  phyficians  fij  of  wounds,  let 
them  be  kept  clfean,  and  nature  will  find  balfam  of  its  own  to  heal 
them :  If  it  be  fo  in  fpiritual  wounds,  what  need  Chrift  to  have 
left  the  Father's  bofom,  and  come  down  to  die  in  the  quality  and 
nature  of  a  facrifice  for  us  ?  O  if  men  can  but  have  health,  f^a- 
fure>  riches,  honours,  and  any  way  make  a  ihift  to  ftill ,  a  braw- 
ling confcience,  that  it  may  not  check  or  interrupt  them  in  thefe 
enjoyments,  Chrift  may  go  where  he  will  for  them. 

And  I  am  aiTured,  till  God  ihew  you  the  face  of  fin,  in  the 
glafs  of  the  law,  make  the  fcorpions  and  fiary  ferpents,  that  lurk 
in  the  law,  and  in  your  own  confciences,  to  come  hifling  about 
you,  and  fmiting  you  with  theur  deadly  ftings,  till  you  have  had 
fome  fick  nights,  and  forrowful  days  for  fin,  you  will  never  go 
up  and  down  feeking  an  interefl  in  the  blood  of  his  facrifice 
with  tears. 

But,  reader,  if  ever  this  be  thy  condition,  then  wilt  thou  know 
the  worth  of  a  Chrift  j  then  wilt  thou  have  a  value  for  the  blood 
of  fprinkling.  As  I  remember  it  is  ftoried  of  our  crook'-hached 
Richardj  when  he  was  put  to  a  ro^ut  in  a  field-battle,  and  flying 
on  foot  from  his  purfuing  enemies ;  he  cried  out,  0  now,  faith  te^ 
m  kingdom  for  a  horfe.  So  wilt  thou  cry,  A  kingdom  for  a  Chrift  i 
ten  thoufand  worlds  now,  if  I  had  them,  for  the  blood  of  fprink- 
ling. y 

Corollary  3.  Is  Chrift  your  High^prieft,  and  is  his  priefthood  fo 
indifpenfably  necefiary  to  our  falvation?  Then  freely  achnonvledge 
your  utter  antpotency  to  reconcile  yourfelves  to  God  by  any  thing  you  can 
A  orf^^r  :  and  let  Chrift  have  the  whole  glory  ot  your  recovery 
afciibca  to  |um*    It  is  highly  reafonable  th^t  he  that  laid  down  the 
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whole  pricey  (hould  have  the  vrholt  praife.  If  any  man  think,  or 
fay,  he  could  have  made  an  atonement  for  hbnfelfj  he  doth  there- 
in caft  no  light  reproach  upon  that  profound  wifdom  which  hud  the 
defign  of  our  redemption  in  the  death  of  Chrift.  But  of  this  I 
have  fpoken  elfewhere.     And  therefore, 

C^ti/lary  4.  In  the  laft  place,  I  rather  chuie  to  perfuade  you  to 
Jee  your  necejfitj  of  this  priefi^  and  his  nwfi  excelleint  facrifice ;  and  ac" 
cQrding!y  to  make  ufeofit.  The  beft  ot  you  have  polluted  natures, 
poifoned  in  the  womb  with  fin ;'  thofe  natures  have  need  of  this 
(aciifice,  they  muft  have  the  benefit  of  this  blood  to  pardon  and 
cleanfe  them,  or  be  eternally  damned.  Hear  me,  ye  that  never 
Ipent  a  tear  for  the  fin  of  nature  \  if  the  blood  of  Chrift  be  not 
fprinkled  upon  your  natures,  it  had  been  better  for  you,  that  you 
had  been  the  generation  of  beafts,  the  ofispring  of  dragons  or 
toads.  They  have  a  contemptible,  but  not  a  vitiatal  finfol  natuiVy 
as  you  have* 

Tour  oRual  fins  have  need  of  the  prieft,  and  his  facrifice,  to 
procure  remifiion  for  them.  If  he  take  them  not  away  by  the 
bk)od  of  his  crois,  they  can  never  be  taken  away,  they  wUi  lie 
down  with  you  in  the  duft^  they  wiU  riie  with  you  and  folkm 
you  to  the  judgment4eat,  crying^  We  are  thy  works,  and  we  will 
follow  thee.  All  thy  repentance  and  tears,  couldft  thou  weep  as 
nany  as  there  be  drops  in  the  ocean,  can  never  take  away  fin.* 
Thy  duties,  even  the  beft  of  them,  n/eed  this  facrifice.  It  is  in 
the  virtue  thereof  that  they  are  accepted  of  God.  And  were  it 
not  that  God  had  refpe£t  to  Chxift's  ofiering,  he  would  not  re- 
gard, or  look  towards  thee,  or  any  of  thy  duties.  Thou  couldfl^ 
no  more  come  near  to  God,  than  thou  couldft  approach  a  do* 
vonring  fire,  or  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings. 

Wdl  then,  fay,  I  need  fuch  a  price  every  way.    Love  him  in 

all  his  offices.    See  the  goodnels  of  God  in  providing  fuch  a  iacri^ 

fice  for  thee.    Meat,  drink,  and  air,  are  not  more  neceflary  \» 

maintain  thy  natural  lifo,  than  the  death  of  Chrift  is  to  g^ve  and 

.  maintain  thy  ipiritual  life. 

O  then,  let  H^j  foul  grow  big  whilft  meditating  of  the  ufefol- 
sefi  and  eaiceUency  of  Chrift,  which  is  thus  difplayed  and  unfold- 
ed in  every  branch  of  the  goipel :  And,  with  a  deep  fenfe  upon 
thy  heart,  let  thy  lips  fiiy,  BleffidbeGodforJefusChrifi. 

VoL-L  U 
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SERMON    XII. 

Of  the  Exceneacy  oi  <Mir  Hig^Prieft's  Oblation,  brifig.tke  firft 
Aft  or  Part  df  his  Prieflrly  OfEcc. 

Heb.  X.  14'. 
jp(^  hf  ome  (^mng^  hi  hath  perfeBei  far  ever  them  that  are 

fafiE^Ud*. 

AFTER  tbis  tnora  general  inev  and  conCderation  of  die 
pricfUiood  of  CIU&9  method  reqnires  that  we  come  to  a 
neafer  and  more  particular  cenfideraitian.  of  the  parts  therfsof ; 
vhidi  are  his  obiathm.  and  interceffioHy  anfWer^le  to  the  double  o£» 
fice  of  the  High*prieft,  offering  the  blood  of  the  facrificca  widiout 
die  holy  place,  which  typed  out  Chrtfl'r  oblation ;  and  then  once  a 
year  bringing  the  Uood  before  the  Lord  into  die  moft  holy  -fhicc^ 
ppefenting  it  before  God,  and  with  it  fprinkling  the  mercy-fiat^ 
wherein  the  interceflioa^of  Chrift  (the  other  part  or  aft  of  hi» 
prieflhood)  was  in  a  lively  manner  typified  to  us. 
:  My  pre4nt  bufinefs  is  to  oapea  and  apply  the  oblation  of  Chrift  ; 
the  efficacy  and  excellency  whereof  is  excellendy  ilhiflTated^  by 
%  comparison  widi  all  other  obladons»  in  the  prnedent  context, 
and  with  a  Angular  encomium  commended  to  us  in  thefe  woxds, 
StCttifikoJlngulainty  of  it*.  It  is  but  one  oftring;  one  act  only 
J^eci/icalfyf  but  one  numerkaUy  confidered ;  but  once  ofibrcdx  and 
flcvev  more  to  be  repeated :  for  CSjvjfi  dieth  no  mare^  Rom.  yL  p. 
He  alfo  commends  it  from  the  ^gScacy  of  it ;  by  it  he  hath  perfie6^ 
ed  it,  J.  e.  not  only  purchafed  a  poffibility  of  falvation,  but  aD  that 
we  need  to  our  full  perfe£tion*  It  brings  vol  a  moft,  intiM,  coiii**> 
ttlete  and  perfeA  righteoufnefs :  all  that  remains  to  make  us  peiv 
iiftly  happy,  is  but  &e  full  application  of  the  benefits  procured^ 
by  this  oblation  for  us.  Moreover,  it  b  here  commended  btxs^ 
toe  eMtenfivenefi  of  it ;  not  being  reftrained  Co  a  few,  but  applicable 
to  an  the  fadntS)  in  dl  the  ages  and  places  of  the  worid':  for  this 
,  Indefinite,  them  that  are  fanBifiedy  is  equivalent  to  an  umverfid^ 
and  is  as  much  as  if  hehadiaid,  Toall  and  cvei^y  faint^from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Laftly,  He  commends  it  fronx 
iXs  perpetuity  s  it  perfeEls fir  ever  ^  that  is,  it  is  of  everlaf&g  effica- 
cy :  it  fhaU  abide  as  frefh,  vigorous  and  powerful  to  the  end  of 

,  *  Chrift*!  offering  is  oot  only  one  in  kind,  but  in  number,  becaule  there  can  be 
no  other  offering  ofhim  but  by  means  of  death,  and  therefore  the  diftindioa  be* 
twcea  a  Uoody  a&4  tfobloody  iacrifice  i»  faife.    TV^^^.  XmfH.  p.  79. 
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the  world,  as  it  wssts  the  firft  moment  it  was  oftred^.    All  runt 
into  this  fwcet  truth : 

DoA.  That  theMation  made  ufOo  Godiy  Jefiu  Chrift^  is  rf  un^ 
JpeahaUe  vahde^  or  '..  everiqfiing  efficacf^  to  petfeB  aU  them  Aat 
are,  or  Jhall  befaru^ijiedy  to  the  end  of  the  tbond. 

Out  of  this  fountain  flow  all  the  excellent  Ueffings  that  believK 
ors  cither  have,  or  hope  for.  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  there  had 
been  no  fnch  things  in  reram  natura,  as  juftification,  adopticHi,  fal« 
nation,  &c  peace  with  God  and  hopes  of  glory,  pardon  of  fin,  and 
difine  acceptation :  thefe,  .and  all  other  our  beft  mercies,  had  been 
but  (b  many  entia  rationisf  mere  conceits*  A  man,  as  c»ie  faith^ 
might  have  haply  imagined  inch  things  as  thefe,  as  he  may  golden 
mountains,  axkl  rivers  of  liquid  gold,  and  rocks  of  diamonds :  but 
thefe  things  could  never  have  had  any  real  exiftence  extra  mentem^ 
had  not  Chrift  offered  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God  for  us.  It  is 
«  the  blood  of  Chrift,  who,  through  the  eternal  Spirit  ofieredup 
**  himielf  without  fpot  to  God,  that  purges  the  confciencc  fipom 
^  dead  works,'*  Heb.  ix.  14.  that  is,  from  the  faitence  of  con- 
demnation and  death,  as  it  is  reflected  by  confcicnce,  for  our  works 
fake. 

I£s  appearing  before  God  as  our  prieft,  with  fuch  an  ofiering 
for  lis,  is  that  which  removes  our  guilt  and  fear  together :  «<  He 
««  appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,*'  Heb.  ix. 
29.  Now,  fomfinuch  as  the  point  before  us  is  of  fo  great  weight  in 
itklf,  ami  io  fundamental  to  our  fafety  and  comfort,  I  fiiall  en- 
deavour to  give  you  as  diftindt  and  clear  an  account  of  it,  as  can  con- 
fift  with  that  brevity  which  I  muft  ncceffarily  ufe.  And  therefore^ 
reader,  ap{dy  thy  mind  attentively  to  the  confideration  of  this 
excellent  Prie/l  that  appears  before  God,  and  ihtfacrtfices  he  of- 
fers, with  the  properties  and  adjundbs  lliereof;  thtperfcn  before 
whom  he  brings,  and  to  whom  he  offers  it ;  the  perfons  fir  whom. 
he  ofiers ;  and  the  end  fir  'which  this  oblation  is  made. 

Firfii  The  Priefl  that  appears  before  God  with  an  oblation  for 
as,  is  Jefus  Chrift,  God-man  :  the  dignity  of  whofe  perfon  digni- 
fied, and  derived  an  ineftimable  worth  to  the  offering  he  made* 
There  were  many  priefts  before  him,  but  none  like  unto  him,  ei- 
ther for  the  *  purity  of  hk  perfon,  or  the  perpetuity  of  his  prieft- 
bood :  they  were  finful  men,  and  offered  for  their  own  fins,  as 
wdl  as  the  fins  of  the  people,  Heb.  v.  3.  <<  but  he  was  holy,  harm- 
ed leis,  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners,"  Heb.  vii.  a.  He  could 
fland  before  God,  even  In  the  eye  of  his  juftice,  as  a  lamb  without 

*  80  oblations  were  offered  aj»  in  a  pure  veffd,  Ua.  kvL  ao.    tiwm. 
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ipot.  Tho*  lie  mide  his  foul  an  ofiering  for  ta^  '<  yet  he  had 
<«  done  no  imquity,  nor  was  any  guite  found  in  his  mouth,"  Ifa. 
liii.  9.  And  indeed  his  offering  had  done  us  W  good,  if  the  leaft 
taint  of  fin  had  been  found  on  him.  They  were  mortal  men,  that 
^  continued  not  by  reafon  of  death,'*  HeU  vii.  23*  but  Chrift  is 
«  a  Prieft  for  ever,"  Pfal.  ex.  4, 

Secondly  f  The  oblation  or  ofiering  he  made,  was  not  the  blood  of 
beafts,  but  his  own  blood,  Heb.  ix.  12.  And  herein  he  trans- 
cended all  other  priefts,  that  he  had  fomething  of  his  own  to  of-» 
fer ;  he  had  a  body  given  him  to  be  at  his  own  difpofe,  to  thisufe 
and  purpofe,  Heb,  x.  10.  <f  He  oiSnred  his  body  f'  yea,  not  only 
his  *  body,  but  his  <^  foul  was  made  an  offering  for  fin,''  Ifa.  liii* 
ID.  We  had  made  a^rfeiture  of  our  fd)ils  and  bodies  by  fin,  and 
it  was  necefiary  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  Should  be  anfwerable  to  the 
debt  we  owed.  And  when  Chrift  came  to  offer  his  faarifice,  he 
fiood  not  only  in  the  capacity  of  a  prieft,  but  alfo  in  that  of  a  fore- 
ty :  andfo  his  foul  ftood  in  the  ftead  of  ours,  and  his  body  in  the 
fiead  of  our  bodies.  Now  the  excellency  of  this  oblation  will  ap* 
pear  in  the  following  adjunfts  and  propartics  of  it.  This  oblation 
being  for  the  matter  of  it,  the  foul  and  body  of  Jefua  Chrift,  is 
therefore, 

I.  Invaluably  precious.  So  the  apoftle  ftiles  it,  i  Pet.  i.  19. 
«<  Ye  were  redeemed  T»fx*«  ai/x«T»,  with  the  precious  blood  of  the 
<*  Son  of  God  .•"  and  fuch  it  behoved  him  to  offer.  For  it  being 
offered  as  an  expiatory  facrifice,  it  ought  to  be  equivalent,  in  its 
own  intrinfic  value  to  all  the  fouls  and  bodies  that  were  to  be  re- 
deemed  by  it.  And  fo  it  was,  and  more  alfo  :  for  there  was  a  re«* 
dundency  of  value,  an  overplus  of  merit,  which  went  to  make  a 
purchafe  for  the  redeemed  \  as  will  be  opened  in  its  place.  So 
that,  as  one  rich  diamond  is  more  worth  than  a  thoufand  pebl^les; 
one  piece  of  gold^  than  many  counters ;  fo  the  foul  and  body  oJF 
one  Chrift,  are  much  more  excellent  than  all  the  fouls  and  bodies 
in  the  world*- 

And  yet  I  dare  not  aflirmf,  as  fome  do,  that  by  reafon  of  the 

*  BUfon  and  FeverdmtiMt  affirm,  that  Chrift  only  offered  up  his  hedy,  not  his  foul« 
upon  this  weak  ground,  that  if  he  had  offered  hoth,  he  had  not  offered  one,  hut 
two  facrifices.  Againft  whom  the  learned  Parker^  in  his  excellent  ho6k  de  dtfetn/m^ 
iiri^th  my  text,  and  thus  frees  it  from  that  corrupt  glofs.  He  fays,  fine  reafoninf 
this ;  a«  if  the  whole  burnt-offering  had  not  been  one  facrifice,  hecaufe  it  was  made 
I  up  of  many  parts.— -—Chrifl's  facrifice  Is  called  one,  not  by  oppofipg  his  body  to  his 
foul,  but  by  oppoling  his  once  offering  of  both  body  and  foul,.to  thefc  m^ny  (acrlfi- 
ces,  which,  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  were  offered  up,  not  once,  but  frequently,  ^cr- 
|rr  d»  defcertfu,  lib.  z  1 1,  p.  X46. 

f  That  alone  can  have  the  nature  of.puniihment,  which  is  inflided  by  a  judge 
according  to  law ;  but  it  is  not  agreeable  to  a  law  which  threatens  death,  that,  for 
the  -violation  of  it,  that  only  ihould  be  infUd^d  which  cauies  Qicdf^f  ^  ^p  Cff 
blopd     Jfthn  Cameren^  p.  364, 
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infinite  predoufiiefi  of  CSuift's  bioo49  one  drop  thereof  had  been 
fuffictent  to  have  redeemed  the  whole  world  :  for  if  one  drop  had 
been  enough^  why  was  all  the  reft»  even  to  the  lafl  drop,  fhed  ? 
Was  God  cruel,  to  exaft  more  from  him  than  was  needful  and 
fufficient :  Befides,  we  muft  rememher,  that  the  paffions  of  Chrift, 
which  were  infilled  on  him  as  the  curfe  of  the  law,  thefe  only 
are  the  paffions  which  are  fufficient  for  our  redemption  from  the 
curie  of  the  law ;  Now  it  was  not  a  drop  of  blood,  but  death  which 
wa?  contained  in  the  curfe :  this  therefore  was  neceflary  to  be  in- 
fliAed.  But  iurely  as  none  but  God  can  eftimate  the  weight  and 
evil  of  fin,  fo  none  but  he  can  comprehend  the  worth  and  pre» 
douinefs  of  tjie  blood  of  Chrift,  fhed  to  expiate  it.  And  being 
fi>  infinitely  precious  a  thing  which  was  oiiered  up  to  God^  it 
muft, 

2.  Needs  be  a  moft  complete  and  all-fufficient  obUtion,  fully  to 
opiate  the  fins  of  all  for  whom  it  was  oiiered,  in  all  ages  of  the 
world.  The  virtue  of  this  facrifice  reacheth  backward  as  br  as  A- 
dam,  and  reacheth  forward  to  the  laft  peribn  of  the  eleA  ipring- 
ing  from  him.  That  the  efficacy  of .  it  thus  reacheth  back  to 
Adam,  is  plain  :  for,  on  the  account  thereof,  he  js  filled  «  The 
<«  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,*'  Rev.  xiii.  8.   ' 

And  to  the  fame  fenfe  a  judicious^  *  expofitor  underftands  tho(e 
words  of  Chrift,  John  viii.  58.  "  Before  Abraham  was,  I  an^" 
And,  look,  as  the  fun  at  mid  day  extends  his  light  and  influence, 
not  only  forward  towards  the  Wefty  but  alfo  backward  towards  the 
Eqfi^  where  he  arofe  \  fo  did  this  moft  efficacious  facrifice  reach 
all  the  ele£t  in  the  virtue  of  it,  who  died  before  Chrift  came  in 
the  flefh.  It  is  therefore  but  a  vain  cavil,  that  fome  make  againft 
thc^  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift,  to  render  it  needlcfs,  when  they  fay, 
many  were  faved  without  it,  even  as  many  as  were  faved  before  the 
death  of  Chrift.  f  For  they  fay,  the  effeA  cannot  be  before  the 
caufe,  which  is  true  of  ph^tcaly  but  not  of  moral  caufes  \  and  fuch 
was  Cfarift's  fatisfaftion.  As  for  example,  a  captive  is  fireed  out 
of  prifon  from  the  time  that  his  furety  undertakes  for  him,  and 
promifes  his  ranfom ;  here  the  captive  is  aAually  delivered,  though 
the  ranfom  that  delivered  him  be  not  yet  afhially  paid.  So  it 
was  in  this  cafe  ;  Chrift  had  engaged  to  the  Father  to  iatisfy  for 
diem,  and  upon  that  fecurity  they  were  delivered. 

And  the  virtue  of  this  oblation  not  only  reaches  thofe  believers, 
that  liyed  and  died  before  Chrift's  day,  but  it  extends  itfcif  for- 
ward to  the  end  of  the  woiid.     Hence  Heb.  xiii.  8.  Chrift  is  faid 

•  The  efficacy  and  grace  of  Chrift,  as  he  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  is  com-, 
mon  to  aU  ages.     CalKfin  on  this  place. 

t  A  natural  caufe  goes  before  itrefie^t^  in  refped  of  time,  not  fo,  a  moral  ca^fe. 
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tofae  *  the  fame  yefterdaj,  to-day,  and  forever)^  ui.  •v*He!s 
<<  not  £>  a  Saviour  to  us  that  now  live,  as  that  he  was  not  thdr 
«  Sa'viour  alio,  that  believed  in  him,  before  us^  from  the  begin- 
<^  ning :  yet  not  ib  aSaviour  bodi  to  them  and  us,  as  that  he  fliall 
<'  not  be  die  fame  to  all  that  fhall  believe  on  him  to  the  world's 
«  end.*' . 

To  the  bsfu^  fenfe  are  thoie  words,  Heb.  xl.  40.  rightly  para- 
pfaraied  \  «  God  having  provided,  ibme  better  thhig  for  us,  that 
^  they  without  us  fhould  not  be  made  perfe£k :"  q.  d.  God  hath 
appointed  the  accon^pliihment  of  the  promife  of  lending  the  MeC- 
&J19  to  be  in  the  laft  tiroesf,  that  they  (viz.  that  lived  before 
Chrift)  fhould  not  be  perfected,  that  is,  juftified  and.faved  by  any 
thing  done  in  thdr  time,  but  by  looking  to  our  time*  and  QuriiF« 
fatisfaftion  made  therein ;  whereby  they  and  we  arc  perfefted  to- 
gether. No  traft  of  time  can  wear  out  the  virtue  of  this  eteiiaal 
Sacrifice.  It  is  as  frefh,  vigorous,  and  potent  now,  as  the  firft 
hour  it  was  ofiered.  And  though  he  oBualiy  offer  it  no  more^ 
yet  he  virtually  continues  it  by  his  interceffion  now  in  heaven  \  for 
there  he  is  ftill  a  Frieft.  And  therefore,  about  fixty  years  after 
his  afcenfion,  when  he  gave  the  Revelation  to  John,  he  a|^)ears 
to  him  in  his  prieftly  garment,  Rev.  i*  13-  <<  Clothed  in  a  garment 
^  down  to  the  feet,  and  girt  about  the  paps  with  a  golden  girdle  :** 
in  aUufion  to  the  prieftly  ephod,  and  curious  girdle. 

And  as  the  virtue  of  this  oblation  reaches  backward  and  for* 
ward,  to  all  ages,  and  to  all  beUevers,  fo  to  all  the  fins  of  all  be- 
lievers, which  are  fully  purged  and  exjHated  by  it :  this  no  other 
^oblation  could  do.  The  legal  facrifkes  were  no  real  expiations,  but 
rather  remembrances  of  fins,  Heb.  ix.  9,  12.  Heb.  x.  3.  And  all 
the  virtue  they  had,  confifled  in  their  typical  relation'  to  this  fa- 
crifice.  Gal.  iii.  23.  Heb.  ix.  13.  And,  fcparate  £ix)m  it,  were 
altogether  weak,  unprofitable,  and  infignificant  things,  Heb.  vii* 
18.  But  this  blood  deanfeth  from  all  fins,  i  John  i.  7.  all  fin^ 
originating,  or  originated,  or  aflual,  flowing  from  them  both.  It 
expiates  all  fully,  without  exception,  and  finally,  without  revoca- 
tion. So  that  by  his  being  made  fin  for  us,  we  are  made  ndk 
only  righteous,  but  "  the  righteoufiiefs  of  God  in  liim/'  2  Cor. 
V.  21. 

3.  And  Iq/ily^  to  name  no  more }  being  fo  precious  in  itielf» 
and  fo  efficacious  to  expiate  fin,  it  muft  needs  be  a  moft  grateful 
oblation  to  the  Lord,  highly  pleafing  and  delightful  m  his  eyes. 
And  fo  indeed  it  is  faid,  Eph.  v.  2.  «  He  gave  himfelf  for  us,  an 

•  Nunefervatcr  /ton  ef  Ha  ut  dim  non/ucrit:  atque  ut  nom^ifervattr  m  mtariutm.''^ 
Camer.  Myrothcc.  p.  337. 
t  Dixon  on  this  plac«. 
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^  ofieringy  and  a  iacrifice  to  God,  for  a  fweet  finelling  favour*.** 
Not  that  God  took  any  delight  or  content  in  the  bitter  fulFering^ 
of  Chrifty  hmplj  and  in  themfelves  confidered ;  but  with  relation 
to  the  end  for  which  he  was  offered^  even  our  redemption  and 
£dvation. 

Hence  arofe  the  delight  and  pleafiire  God  had  in  it ;  this  made 
him  take  pleafure  in  bniiiing  him,  Ifa*  liii.  lo.  God  fmelt  a  fa« 
vour  of  reft  in  this  facrifice.  The  meaning  is,  that  as  men  arc 
offended  with  a  ftench,  and  their  ftomacbs  ri^  at  it,  and  on  the 
contrary  delighted  with  fweet  odours  and  fragrancies ;  fo  the  blel^ 
fed  God,  fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  man,  is  offended,  and 
filled  with  loathing  and  abhorrence  by  our  fins  '|  but  infinitely 
pleaied  and  de%hted  in  the  offering  of  Chrift  for  them,  whkh 
came  up  as  an  odour  of  fweet  fmelling  favour  to  him,  whereof  the 
coftly  perftmies  under  the  law  were  types  and  fliadows.  This  was 
the  oblatioa. 

TZird/y,  This  oblation  he  brings  before  God,  and  to  him  he  of- 
fers it  op :  So  fpeaks  the  apoftle,  Heb.  ix.  14,  "  Through  the  etcr- 
«  nal  S^t  he  offered  himfclf  without  fpot  to  God*"  As  Chrift 
fuftained  the  capacity  of  a  furety^  fo  God  of  a  creditor,  who 
cza£):ed  £itis£i£lion  from  him ;  that  is^  he  required  from  him,  as 
our  fure^,  the  penalty  due  to  us  for  our  fin.  And  fo  Chrift  had 
to  do  immediate^  with  God,  yea,  with  a  God  infinitely  wronged^ 
and  incenfed  by  fin  againft  us.  To  this  incenfed  Majefty,  Chrift 
our  High-prieft  approached,  as  to  a  devouxing  fire,  with  the  facrifice. 

Fourthly,  The  perfons  for  whom,  and  in  whofe  ftead  he  offered 
himfelf  to  God,  was  the  whole  number  of  God's  eledl  f »  which 
were  ^ven  him  of  the  Father,  neither  more  nor  lefs :  So  (peak 
tbe  iaiptures.  He  laid  down  his  life  for  the  Jheep,  John  x.  15. 
for  the  church,  A.Q&  xx.  28.  for  the  children  of  God,  John  xL  50^ 
51,  52.  It  is  confisfiied,  there  is  fuffidency  of  virtue  in  this  Sa- 
crifice to  redeem  the  whole  world,  and  on  that  account  fome  di- 
vines affirm  he  is  called  the  <<  Saviour  of  the  world,"  John  iv.  42. 
et  aiihi.  We  acknowledge  alfo,  that  he  purchafed  the  fcrvices  of 
others,  befides  the  eledl,  to  be  ufcful  to  them,  as  they  many  ways 
are.     In  which  fenfe  %  others  take  thofe  fcriptures  that  fpeak  (q 

*  Snidling  M  attributed  to  Ood,  t»  deoflte  his  being  well  pleaiiBd,  his  compU- 
ccncy^  and  faYOwable  acceptance,  as  a  mm  is  refrcflied  and  d«Ughtad  with  a  good 
fimcU :— to  thia  belongs  the  Hebrew  ezpreiBon,  r\inU  rn*),  favour  of  reft  or 
•F  fwvetncls,  which  is  -often  applied  to  the  facrifices  offered  to  God»  Eiod.  xix* 
aS'  liCT.L  19.     S*  Glaf  PbihUg,  Sacra. 

t  DiTines  teach  that  Chrift  died  fofficientfy  for  all,  efficaciouily  for  the  dcdt. 
Camerm^  as  above,  p-  53J.      , 

I  Mr  Strong. 
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univferfally  of  the  extent  of  his  death.  We  alfo  acknowledge  that 
the  elefl  being  fcattered  in  all  parts,  and  among  all  ranks  of  men 
in  the  world,  and  unknown  to  thofe  that  ju-e  to  tender  Jefus 
Chrift  to  men  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel;  the  ftile  of  the 
gofpel  (as  it  was  neceflary)  is  by  fuch  indefinite  expreffions  fuited 
to  the  general  tenders  they  are  to  make  of  him  :  but  that  the  effi« 
cacy  and  faving  virtue  of  this  all-fufHcient  facrifice,  is  co-extended 
with  God's  eleftion,  fo  that  they  all,  and  no  others  can,  or  fhall 
reap  the  fpecial  benefits  of  it,  is  too  clear  in  the  fcriptures  to  be 
denied,  Eph.  v.  23.  Johnxvii.  2,  9,  19,  20.  John  x.^26,  27,  28. 
1  Tim.  iv.  10.  . 
Fifthly  J  The  dcfign  and  end  of  this  oblation  was  to  atone,  pa- 
cify, and  reconcile  God,  by  giving  him  a  fiill  and  adequate  com- 
pensation or  fatisfaftion  for  the  fins  of  thefe  his  eleft :  fo  (peaks 
the  apoftle.  Col.  i.  20.  "  And  having  made  peace,  through  the 
<<  blqpd  of  his  crofs,  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himfelf  ;^ 
«  by  him,  I  fay,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in 
««  heaven."  So  2  Cor.  v.  19.  «  God  was  in  Chrifl^  reconcilmg 
<'  the  world  to  himfelf.**  Reconciliatipn  is  the  making  up  of  that 
breach  caufed  by  fin,  between  us  and  God,  and  reftoring  us  agaizi 
to  his  favour  and  fnendfliip-  For  this  end  Chrift  ofl^ered  up  him- 
ielf  to  God  J  I  fay,  not  for  this  end  only,  but  more  cfpecially  5 
hence  it  is  called  iXo6<rji*of,  a  propitiation ;  and  fo  the  Seventy  ren- 
der that  place.  Numb.  XV.  iXflW/*«»f  jt^»<,  the  propitiating  ram.  But 
here  I  would  not  be  mifiaken,  as  though  the  reconciliation  were 
made  only  between  us  and  God  the  Father,  by  the  blood  of  the 
crofs  ;  for  we  were  reconciled  by  it  to  the  whole  Trinity.  Every 
fin  bein^.made  againft  the  divine  Majefty,  it  muft  needs  follow^ 
that  the  three  Perfons,  having  the  fame  divine  eflince,  muft  be 
all  offended  by  the  commifilon,  and  fo  all  reconciled  by  the  expia- 
tion and  remifilon  of  the  fame.  But  reconciliation  is  faid  to  be 
with  the  Father,  bccaufe,  though  the  works  of  the  .Trinity,  ad 
extroy  be  undivided,  and  what  one  doth,  all  do ;  and  what  b  done 
to  one,  is  done  to  all  5  yet  by  this  form  and  manner  of  expreffion, 
'  (as  a  learned  *  man  well  obferves),  the  fcriptures  point  out  the 
proper  office  of  each  Perfon.  The  Father  receives  us  into  favour  ; 
the  Son  mediates,  and  gives  the  ranfom  which  procures  it ;  the^ 
Spirit  applies  and  feals  this  to  the  perfons  and  hearts  of  believers. 
However,  being  reconciled  to  the  Father,  we  are  alfo  reconciled 
to  the  Son,  and  Spirit,  as  they  are  one  God  in  three  Perfons* 
And  if  it  be  objcfted,  that  then  Chrift  offered  up  a  facrifice,  or 
laid  do\^n  a  price  to  reconcile  us  to  himfelf ;  I  ihall  more  fairif 
and  direQIy  meet  with,  and  fatisfy  that  objefUouj  when  I  come 

^m       II         ■  I  ■»■■  ■      ■      I     ^         .  Ill     I  II.  !■■  1.    — ■^.^^i^— — .i^fc— 

*  Zanch.  de  trihti  JEULim, 
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to  ipeak  of  Chiift's  fatis&ftion,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  fruits 
of  this  excellent  oblation.  For  the  prefent,  this  may  inform  you 
abotA  the  nature  and  precious  worth  of  ChriiVs  oblation.  The 
iifes  whereof  follow  in  thefe  five  practical  inferences. 

Inference  I.  Hence  it  follows^  That  aBual  believers  are  fully 
freed  from  the  guilt  of  their  fins^  and  fbaU  never  more  come  under  con* 
dentnatiort*  ^ 

The  obligation  of  fin  is  pcrfeftly  abolifhcd  by  the  virtue  of  this 
facxifice.  When  Chriil  became  our  facrifice)  he  both  bare,  and 
hare  away  our  fins.  Fir/l,  They  were  bid  upon  him,  then  ex- 
piated by  him :  Co  much  is  imported  in  that  word,  Heb.  ix.  a9. 
<<  Chrift  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  fips  of  many*/'  To  bear, 
the  word  is  a  full  and  emphatical  word,  fignifying  not  only  to 
bear,  but  to  bear  away.  So  John  i.  29.  f^  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
«^  God,  0  opiary,  that  takcth  away  the  fins  of  the  world  }**  not  only 
Jeclaratively,  or  by  way  of  manifeftation  to  the  confcience  ^  but 
really,  making  a  purgation  of  fin,  as  It  is  in  Hebrews  i.  3. 
nadot^io'lAOf  rottirafMfoti  word  for  word,  a  purgation  being  made^  and 
not  declared  only.  Now,  how  great  a  mercy  is  this,  <<  that  by 
«  him,  all  that  believe  ihould  be  juftified  from  all  things  from 
<«  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mofcs,"  Afts 
xiii.  39.  What  fhall  we  call  this  grace  ?  furely,  we  fhould  do 
fomewhat  more  than  admire  it,  and  hint  under  the  fenfe  of  fuch 
a  mercy.  *^  Blefi^  is  he,  whofe  tranfgrefiion  is  forgiven,  whofe 
<<  fin  is  covered,"  Pfal.  xxxii.  or,  O  the  bleflednefs  or  felicities 
of  him  that  is  pardoned !  who  can  exprefs  the  mercies,  comforts, 
happineis  of  fuch  a  ftate  as  this  ?  Reader,  let  me  beg  thee,  if  thou 
be  one  of  thb  pardoned  number,  to  look  over  the  cancelled  bondsj 
and  fee  whaA  vaft  fums  are  remitted  to  thee.  Remember  what 
thou  waft  in  thy  natural  eftate ',  poflibly  thou  Waft  in  that  black 
billy  I  Cot,  vi.  3.  What,  and  yet  pardoned !  fiill  and  finally 
pardoned^  and  that  freely,  as  to  any  hand  that  thou  hadft  in  the 
procurement  of  it !  what  canft  thou  do  leis,  than  fall  down  at  the 
Icet  of  free  grace,  and  kiis  thofe  feet  that  moved  fo  freely  towards 
fo  ^dle  a  £nner  ?  It  is  not  long  fince  thy  iniquities  were  upon  theq^ 
and  thou  pinedft  away  in  them.  Their  guilt  could  by  no  creature- 
power  be  feparated  from  thy  foul.  Now  they  /are  removed  from 
thee,  as  £u>  as  the  Eafi  from  the  JVe/l^  Pfal.  ciii.  11.  So  that, 
wh^n  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  which  are  the  two  oppofite  points  of 
heaven,  meet,  then  thy  foul  and  its  guilt  may  meet  again  together. 

Vol.  I.  X 

•  The  Greek  word  avwey»i*f,  figDifies  to  lift  up,  or  carry  upward3;  Coti\t 
fjnacy  tSetrtkO'tf  xai  amnyiiuft  he  carried  and  took  upwards.  Srzat.GreeJ^ 
^«jM.  M  X  Pet.  il  04-  '  The  verb  niVp  is  of  the  fanefigaificatioo. 
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O  the  nnipeakabk  efficacy  of  Chrift's  facrifice,  which  extenck 
to  all  fins  !  I  John  i.  7.  «  The  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfeth''  from 
all  fins^  fins  paft  and  prefent,  without  exception.  And  (bme  di- 
vines of  good  note  affirm,  all  fins  to  come  alfo  ;  for,  (faith  Mr 
PautBlains)y  original  fin,  in  which  all  future  fins  are,  as  fruits  m 
the  root,  is  pardoned  5  and  if  thefe  were  not  pardoned,  thcjr 
would  void  and  mvalidate  former  pardons.  And  laftly,  it  would 
dcxogate  from  the  moft  plenary  fatisfaAion  of  Chrift.  But  the 
moft  fay,  and,  I  think,  truly,  that  all  the  patl  fins  of  believers  are 
pardoned,  without  revocation^  all  their  prefent  fins  without  excep-- 
lion  ;  but  not  their  fins  to  come  by  way  of  anticipation  :  and  yet 
for  them  there  is  a  pardon  of  couric,  which  is  applied  on  their 
repentance,  and  application  of  Chrift's  blood;  k  that  none  of 
them  fhall  make  void  former  pardons.  O  let  thefe  things  Aide 
fweetly  to  thy  mching  heart ! 

*  Inf.  2.  From  this  obbtion  Chrifl:  made  of  hijnfclf  to  God  for 
our  fins,  we  infer  the  inflexible  fevcrity  of  divine  Juflice^  which 
could  be  no  other  way  diverted  from  usy  and  appeafedy  but  by  the  bhod 
of  Chrifi.  If  Chrift  had  not  prefcnted  himfelf  to  God  for  us,  Jut 
tice  would  not  have  ipared  us :  And  if  he  do  appear  before  God  as 
our  furety,  it  will  not  fpare  him  j  Rom.  viii.  32.  «« He  fparcd  not 
ti  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  to  death  for  us  all."  If  for- 
bearance might  have  been  expefted  from  any,  fiirely  it  might  from' 
God,  *<  who  is  very  pitiful,  and  full  of  tender  mercy,*'  James  v» 
1 1  5  yet  God  in  this  cafe  fparcd  not.  If  one  might  have  expe^ed 
Ijparing  mercy  and  abatement  from  any,  fiirely  Chrift  might  moft 
of  all  expeft  it  from  his  own  Father  5  yet  you  hear,  God  fpared 
not  his  own  Son.  Sparing  mercy  is  the  loweft  degree  of  mercy, 
yet  it  was  denied  to  Chrift  :  he  abated  him  not  a  minute  of  the 
time  appointed  for  liis  fufiering,  nor  one  degree  of  wrath  he  was 
to  bear  :  nay,  though  in  the  garden  Chrift  fell  upon  the  ground, 
and  fweat  dodders  of  blood,  and  in  that  unparalleled  agony  fcrued 
up  his  fpirit  to  the  higheft  intention,  in  that  pitifial  cry,  «  Father, 
«*  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs  ;"  and  though  he'ln-akeout-up. 
#n  the  crofs,  in  that  heart-rending  complaint,  «  My  God,  my  God, 
«  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?**  yet  no  abatement ;  Juftice  will 
not  bend  in  the  leaft  ;  but  having  to  do  with  him  on  this  account^ 
rerolves  upon  fatisfa^ion  from  his  blood.  If  this  be  (b,  what  b 
the  cafe  of  thy  foul,  reader,  if  thou  be  a  man  or  woman  that  haft 
no  intcreft  in  tliis  facrificc  ?  For  if  thefe  things  be  done  in  (Chrift) 
the  green  tree,  what  mtiU  be  done  to  (thee)  the  dry  tree  ?  Luke  xxiii. 
31.  <*  ♦  That  is,  if  God  fo  deal  with  me,  ^that  I  am  not  only  in- 

7i>t)1cei  i»  vfHf  axeipvoi^  xeu  itaa-y^q  StxcciootfvvK  ^cMovoiJivro;  vnpnfitvM^*    Thus 
Theophilad  beautifully  panpbrafcft  on  tkat  pallage. 
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<<  nocent,  but  like  a  green  and  fruitful  tree,  full  of  all  dele£bble 
«  fruits  of  holinefs ;  yet  if.  the  fire  of  his  indignation  thus  feize 
<<  upon  mei  what  will  be  your  condition,  that  are  both  barren 
<«  and  guilty,  void  of  all  good  fruit,  and  full  of  all  unrigfateoufbefs/' 
and  fb  like  dry  feary  wood,  are  fitted  as  fewel  to  the  fire  ?  Con- 
iider  with  thyfelf,  man,  how  canft  thou  imagine  thou  canft  (u|v 
port  that  infinite  wirath  that  Chrift  grappled  with  in  the  room  of 
God's  eieft  !  He  had  the  ftrength  of  a  Deity  to  fupport  him,  Ifa. 
xlii.  I.  <<  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I  ^uphold/'  He  had  the  fulnefi 
of  his  Spirit  to  {Prepare  him,  Ifa.  Ixi.  11.  He  had  the  miniffay  of 
an  angel,  who  came  pofl  firom  heaven  to  relieve  him  in  his  agony, 
Luke  xxii.  43.  He  had  the  ear  of  his  Father  to  hear  him,  for  he 
cried,  <«  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared,"  Heb.  v.  7.  He  was 
afiured  of  the  viAory,. before  the  combat ;  he  knew  he  (hould  be 
juftified,  Ifa.  1.  8.  and  yet  for  all  this  he  was  fore  amazed,  and 
lorrowfiil  even  to  deatht  and  his  heart  was  melted  like  wax  in 
the  mkUl  of  his  bowels.  If  the  cafe  flood  thus  with  Chrift,  not- 
withflanding  all  thcfe  advantages  he  had  to  bear  the  wrath  of 
'God  for  a  little  time  \  how  doft  thoi/  think,  a  poor  worm  as  thou 
art,  to  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings,  or  contend  with  devouring 
£re  i  Luther  faw  ground  enough  for  what  he  faid,  when  he  cried 
out,  «  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  an  abfolute  God*,*'  »•  e. 
with  a  God  out  of  Chrift :  for^  «  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fail  into 
«<  the  hands  of  the  living  God.'*  Wo  and  alas  for  evermore  to 
that  man  who  meets  a  juft  and  righteous  God  without  a  Mediator  \ 
Whoever  thou  art  that  readeft  thefe  lines,  I  bcfeech  thee,  by  the 
mercies  of  God,  by  all  the  regard  and  love  thou  haft  to  thy  own 
ibul,  negleft  not  time,  but  make  quick  and  furc  work  of  it.  Get 
an  interdl  in  this  facrifice  quickly,  what  clfe  will  be  thy  ftate  when 
vafl  eternity  opens  to  fwaliow  thee  up?  what  wilt  thou  do,  man, 
when  thine  eye-ftrings  and  heart-ftrings  are  breaking  ?  O  what  a 
fearful  fhriek  will  thy  confcience  give,  when  thou  art  prefented 
before  the  dreadful  God,  and  no  Chrift  to  fcrcen  thee  from  his 
indignation !  Happy  is  that  man  who  can  fay  in  a  dying  hour,  as 
one  didf,  who  being  defircd,  a  little  before  his  diifolution,  to  give 
lus  friends  a  little  tafte  of  his  prefent  hopes,  and  the  grounds  of 
them,  chearfuUy  anfwered,  I  will  let  you  know  how  it  is  with  me : 
then  ftretching  forth  his  hand,  faid, 

^  Here  is  the  grave,  the  wrath  of  God,  and  devouring  flame, 
^<  the  .juft  punifiiment  of  fin,  on  the  one  fide  :  and  here  am  I, 
<<  a  poor  iinful  foul,  on  the  other  fide  :  but  this  is  my  comfort, 
<^  (he  covenant  of  grace,  which  is  eftablifhed  upon  fo  many  fure 
^  prbmifes^  hath  faved  all.    There  is  an  ft£l  of  oblivion  pafied  in 

*  N9h  JDtum  uifilutttm,  f  Mr  Wifiiam  Lyford. 
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^«  heaven:  I  wiS forgive  their  iniquities,  andtheirjim  tviUIrememm 
<<  ber  no  more  This  is  the  biefied  privilege  of  all  withli^  the  cove- 
<*  nant,  among  whom  I  am  one/*  O  it  is  fweet  at  all  times>  ef- 
pecially  at  fuch  a  time,  to  fee  the  reconciled  fece  of  God,  through 
Jcfiis  Chrift,  and  hear  the  voice  of  peate  through  the  blood  of 
the  crofs ! 

"^  Inf.  3.  Hath  Chrift  offered  up  himfelf  afacrilSce  to  God  for  us  ? 
Then  let  us  improve ,  in  every  condition,  this  facfifice,  and  labour  to  get 
hearfs  duly  ojfeEfed  ivithfuch  aftgbt  as  faith  can  give  us  if  it*  What^ 
ever  the  condition  or  complaint  of  any  Chriftian  is,  the  beholding 
the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  avray  the  fin  of  the  world,  may  give 
him  ftrong  fupport,  and  fweet  relief.  Do  you  complain  oi  the 
hardnefs  of  your  hearts,  and  want  of  love  to  Chrift  ?  behold  him 
as  offered  up  to  God  for  you ;  and  fuch  a  fight,  (if  any  in  the 
worjd  will  do  it)  V^ill  melt  your  hard  hearts.  Zech.  xii.  10, 
«  They  fhall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  fhiJl 
«  mourn.**  It  is  reported  of  Johannes  Milius,  that  he  was  never 
obfervedto  fpeak  of  Chrift  and  his  fiifferings,  but  his  eyes  would 
drop.  Art  thou  too  little  touched  and  unafefted  with  the  evil  of 
fin  ?  Is  it  thy  complaint,  Chriftian,  that  thou  canft  not  make  fin 
bear  fo  hard  upon  thy  heart  as  thou  wouldft  ?  confider  but  what 
thou  haft  now  read  ;  realise  this  facrifice  by  faith,  and  try  what 
efficacy  there  is  in  it  to  make  fin  for  ever  bitter  as  death  to  thy 
foul.  Suppofe  thine  own  Father  had  been  ftabb'd  to  the  heart 
with  fuch  a  knife,  and  his  blood  were  upon  it,  wouldft  thou  de- 
light to  fee,  01'  endure  to  ufe  that  knife  any  more  ?  fin  is  the  knife 
that  ftabb'd  Chrift  to  the  heart  \  this  fhed  his  blood.  Surely, 
you  can  never  make  light  of  that  which  lay  fo  heavy  upon  the  foul 
and  body  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Or  is  your  heart  preft  down  even  to  defpondency,  under  the 
guilt  of  fin,  fo  that  you  cry,  how  can  fiich  .a  finner  as  I  be  par- 
doned ?  my  fin  is  greater  than  can  be  forgiven  \  <<  Behold  the 
«♦  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world."  Re- 
member that  no  fin  can  iland  before  the  efficacy  of  his  blood. 
I  John  1.  7.  "The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  clcanfeth  from  all  fin.*» 
This  facrifice  makes  unto  God  fiill  fatisfaftion. 

Are  you  at  any  time  ftaggering  through  unbelief  ?  fiUcd  with 
unbelieving  fiifpicions  of  the  promifes  r  Look  hither,  and  yoa 
fhall  fee  them  ail  ratified  and  eftabliihod  in  the  blood  of  the  crofs, 
fo  that  hills  and  mountains  ihall  fooner  ftart  firom  their  own  bafts 
and  centers,  than  one  tittle  of  the  promife  foil:  Heb  ix.  17, 
18,  19.  ^ 

Do  you  at  any  time  find  your  hearts  fretting,  difijuieted,  and 
impatient  under  every  petty  crofs  and  trial?  Sec  how  quietly 
Chrift  your  facrifice  came  to  the  iJtar,  hpw  meekly  and  patiently 
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he  ftood  under  all  the  wrath  of  God  and  men  together.    Ttiit 
will  iilence^  convince  and  ihame  you. 

In  a  word,  here  70U  will,  fee  fo  much  of  the  grace  of  God>  and 
love  of  Chrift,  in  providing  and  becoming  a  facrifice  for  you:  you 
will  fee  God  taking  vengeance  againft  fin,  but  fparing  the  iinner : 
you  will  fee  Chrift  ftanding  as  the  body  of  iin  alone  ^  for  <<  he  wair 
<<  made  fin  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteouihefs  of 
<<  God  in  him:"  that  whatever  corruption  burdens,  this,  in  the 
believing  application^  will  fupport^  whatever  grace  is  defective, 
this  will  revive  it. 

Blefed  be  Gad  fir  Jefus  Chrift. 


SERMON  XIII. 

Of  the  Intercellion  of  Chrift  our  High.-prieft,  being  the  (econd 
Aa  or  Part  of  his  Prieftly  Oflfce. 

Heb.  vii.  25. 

Wherefore  he  is  able  aljo  tofave  them  to  the  uttermoft^  that  come  unt9 
God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercejfton  for  them. 

TJAVING  difpatched  the  firft  part,  or  aft  of  Chrift's  pricft- 
I  X  ^o<^>  confifting  in  his  Oblation;  we  come  to  the  other 
toinch  of  it,  confifting  in  his  *  Interceffton^  which  is  nothing  elfc 
but  the  virtual  continuation  of  his  bfiering  once  made  on  «uth  \ 
that  being  medium  reconciliationis^  the  means  of  reconciling }  this^ 
medium  applicationisy  the  way  and  means  of  his  applying  to  us  the 
boiefits  purchafed  by  it. 

This  fecond  part,  or  branch  of  his  priefthood,  was  typified  by. 
the  High-prieft*s  entering  with  the  blood  of  the  facrifice  and  fweet 
incenfe  into  the  holy  place :  Lev.  xvL  12,  x  3,  14.  «  And  he  fhall 
«<  take  the  cenfer  full  of  burning  coals  of  fire  from  off  the  altar 
"  before  the  Lord,  and  his  hands  full  of  fweet  incenfe  beaten 
«*  fmall,  and  bring  it  within  the  vail.  And  he  fhall  put  the  in- 
«  cenfe  upon  the  fire  before  the  Lord,  that  the  cloud  of  the  in- 
««  cenfe  niay  cover  the  mercy-feat  that  is  upon  the  teftimohy,  that 
««  he  die  not.     And  he  fiiall  take  the  blood  of  the  bullock,  and 

•<  iprinkle  it  with  his  finger  upon  the  mercy-feat,  eaft\vard,"  &Vw^ 

<■ 

•  Sceinf;  the  redemption  which  he  wrought  is  the  fottudation  of  hU  intcrccfl^, 
— chcreiore  the  fcripture  ufcs  to  mentioa  the  redemption  and  the  interccmoa 
as  two  infepanble  pans  of  Chriil*s  facrifice.    RavandU  on  tit  vmd  interceed. 
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Chrift's  offering  himfelf  on  earth,  aidWered  to  the  kOling  of  the 
facxifice  without  ^  and  his  entering  into  heaven,  there  to  intercede, 
was  that  which  anfvrered  to  the  prieft's  going  with  blood,  and  his 
hands  full  of  incenfe,  within  the  vaS.  So  that  this  is  a  part,  yea, 
a  ipecialpart  of  Chrift's  priefthood ;  and  fo  neceflary  to  it,  that  if 
he  had  not  done  this,  all  his  work  on  earth  had  fignified  nothing ; 
nor  had  he  been  a  prieft,  i.  e.  a  complete  and  perfeA  prieft,  if  he 
had  remained  on  earth,  Heb.  vui.  4.  becaufe  die  very  defign  and 
end  cf  iheddbig  his  blood  on  earth  had  been  iruftnited,  which 
was  to  carry  it  before  the  Lord  into  heaven.  So  that  this  is  the 
principal  perfective  part  of  the  priefthood :  he  a£led  the  firll  part 
on  earth,  in  a  ftate  of  deep  abaiement,  in  the  fonn  of  a  fervant ; 
but  he  ads  this  in  glory,  whereto  he  is  taken  up,  that  he  may 
fulfil  his  defign  in  dying,  and  give  the  work  of  our  falvation 
its  laft  completing  a£t  So  much  is  imported  in  this  fcripture, 
which  tells  us,  by  reafon  hereof,  he  <<  is  able  to  fave  to  the  ut- 
«  termoft,**  iifc. 

The  words  contain  an  entouragement  to  believers,  to  come  to 
God  in  the  way  of  faith,  drawn  nom  the  intercefiion  of  Chrift  in 
heaven  for  them.  In  which  you  may  take  nodce  of  thefe  principal 
parts. 

z.  The  quality  of  the  perfons  here  enpouraged,  who  are  defcri- 
bed  by  a  direA  ad  of  £uth,  as  poor  recumbents  that  are  going  out 
of  themfelves  to  God  Sy  faith ;  but  confdous  of  gi:eat  unworthi- 
nefs  in  themfelves,  and  thence  apt  to  be  difcourafi;ed« 

2.  The  encouragement  propounded  to  fuch  believers,  drawn 
from  the  ability  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whofe  name  they  go  to  theFa^ 
ther,  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft,  1.  e.  iiilly,  perfe£Uy,  com- 
pletely \  for  fo  this  emphatical  word,  w«  m  TarnXf^  *,  fignifies,  the 
lavinc;  us  wholly,  thoroughly,  completely,  and  altogether}  giving 
our  iaivation  its  laft  a£l  and  j:ompletion. 

3.  The  ground  or  reafon  of  this  his  faving  ability :  <*  Seeing  he 
J^  ever  liveth  to  make  intercefiion ;"  i.  e.  he  hath  not  only  offered 
'up  his  blood  to  God  upon  the  tree,  as  a  full  price  to  purchaic  par- 
don and  grace  for  believers  \  but  lives  in  heaven,  and  that  for  ever, 
to  apply  unto  us,  in  the  way  of  intercefiion,  all  the  fi-uits,  blef- 
iings,  and  benefits,  that  that  precious  blood  of  his  defervcs,  and 
hath  procured  as  a  price  for  ihem.  The  words  thus  opened,  the 
point  I  fiiall  fingle  out,  firom  among  many  that  lie  in  them,  as  mofl 
fuitable  to  my  defign  and  purpofe,  is  this ; 

•  The  Greek  words  f E*^  to  irayrsXf^,  and  uc  to  Jmiwxi^,]  ^^^^r  '^  ^'^ 
cmplwfis,  kut  ftot  at  to  the  fithiea-ttwtter.  For  the  latter  properly  figaifies  a  per- 
petnity  of  time :  The  other  not  only  this,  but  pctfeaioo  in  all  refpeds.   Csmenn^ 
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Doft  Tbat  Jefos  our  Htglyfriefi  lives  fir  roer^  in  the  cafacify  of 
a  potent  Ititercejfor^  in  heaven  fir  believer s. 

Here  we  will  enquire,  Fir/lj  What  it  is  for  Chrift  to  be  an  ixi- 
tercefibr.  Secondly y  By  what  a£b  h^perfbrms  that  wox4:  in  heaveiu 
Thirdly y  Whence  the  potency  and  prevalency  of  his  mtercofiioa 
is*  Fourthly y  and  laftiyi  How  he  lives  for  ever  to  make  interceiL 
&>n  for  us. 

Ftrfiy  What  it  is  for  Chrift  to  be  an  interceflbr  for  us.  To  in- 
tercede in  general,  is  to  go  betwixt  two  parties,  to  intreat,  ai^e» 
and  plead  with  one  for  the  other.  And  of  this  there  are  two  forts  | 
I.  Ex  eharitatty  ut  fratres^  that  whereby  one  Chriftian  prays  and 
pleads  with  God  for  another,  i  Hm.  ii.  i.  2.  Epc  officio  mediato* 
rioy  that  whereby  Chrift,  as  an  aft  of  office,  prefonts  himfelf  be^ 
fore  God'to  requeft  for  us.  Betwixt  thefe  two  is  this  difierence^ 
that  the  former  b  -  performed  not  in  our  own,  but  in  another^ 
name ;  we  can'  tender  no  requeft  to  God  immediately,  or  for  our 
0wn  £iike»  other  for  ourfelves,  or  for  others:  Jphn  xvi.  23.  **  What- 
«  foever  ye  (hall  aik  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will  give  it  you.** 
But  the  latter,  which  is  proper  to  Chrift,  is  an  intercdSSon  with  God 
for  us,  in  his  own  name,  and  upon  the  account  of  his  own  proper 
merit  \  the  one  is  a  private  aft  of  charity,  the  other  a  public  aft 
of  Qffice :  and  fo  he  is  our  advocate  or  court-friend,  las  Satan  is 
our  accufisr  or  court-adverfary.  Satan  is  0  «mJlMO(,  one  that  charges 
OS  before  God,  i  Fet.  v.  8.  and  continually  endeavours  to  make 
breaches  between  us  and  God.  Chrift  is  0  wa^eutXtftoi^  our  attor- 
ney, or  advocate,  that  pleads  for  us,  and  continues  peace  and 
friendfhip  between  iis  and  God,  i  John  ii.  a*  '<  If  any  man  fin» 
^  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefos  Chrift  the  righte^ 
€€  cms.*' 

And  thus  to.  make  interceiBon,  is  the  peculiar  and  incommuni- 
cable prerogative  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  none  but  be  can  go  in  his  own 
name  to  God.  And  in  that  fenfe  we  are  to  underftand  that  place, 
Ezek.  xliv.  a,  j»  «*  Then  faid  the  Lord  unto  me,  This  gate  fliall 
*<  be  fhut,  it  (hall  not  be  opened,  and  no  man  fliall  enter  in  by 
<«  it,  becaufe  the  Lord  the  God  of  Ifrael  hath  entered  in  by  it, 
«<.  therefore  it  ihall  be  fliut.  It  is  for  the  prince,  the  prince  he 
•♦  fliaH  fit  in  it,  to  cat  bread  before  the  Lord,"  (^c.  TTie  great 
broad  gate,  called  here  the  princes  gate^  fignifies  that  abundant 
.  and  di^eft  entrance  that  Chrift  had  into  heaven  by  his  own  merits, 
and  in  his  own  name  *  ;  this,  fsuth  the  Lord,  ftiall  be  fhut,  no 
man  fhall  enter  in  by  it ;  all  other  men  muft  come  thither,  as  it 
were,  by  collateral  or  fide  doors,  which  looked  all  towards  the 

*  Sec  Deodati,  and  our  Eoglifti  Aoflot.  qd  thit  place. 
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tkdXf  viz.  hj  virtue  of  the  Mediator^  and  through  the  benefit  of 
his  death  imputed  to  them^ 

And  yet,  though  God  hath  for  ever  ihut  up  and  barred  this  way 
to  all  the  children  of  men,  telling  us  that  no  man  (hall  ever  have 
accefs  to  him  in  his  own  name,  as  Chrift  the  Prince  had ;  how  do 
ibme,  notwithftanding,  ibive  to  force  open  the  Princess  gate  *  ? 
So  do  they,  that  found  the  interceffion  of  faints  upon  their  owtt 
works  and  nierits,  thereby  robbing  Chrift  of  his  peculiar  glory ;  but 
all  that  fo  approach  God,  approach  a  devouring  fire  ;  Chrift  only, 
in  the  virtue  of  his  blood,  thus  comes  before  faim,  to  make  inter- 
ceflion  for  us. 

Secondly t  We  will  enquire  wherein  the  interceffion  of  Chrift  in 
heaven  confifts,  or  by  what  a£b  he  performs  his  glorious  office 
there.     And  the  icriptures  place  it  in  three  things : 

1.  In  his prtfenting  Inmfelf  hefhre  the  Lord  in  ^ur  names j  and  upon 
wur  account^*  So  we  read  in  Heb.  ix«  28.  <<  Chrift  is  entered  into 
«  heaven  itfelf,  now  to  appear  in  the  preience  of  God  for  us." 
The  apoftle  msmifeftly  alludes  to  the  High-prieft's  appearing  in  the 
holy  of  holies,  which  was  the  figure  of  heaven,  preienting  to  thie 
Lord  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael,  whicb  were  on  his 
fareaft  and  flxoulders,  Exod.  xxviii.  9,  12, 28,  29.  To  which  the 
church  is  fuppoied  to  allude  in  that  re<)ueft.  Cant.  viii.  6.  «  Set  me 
V  as  a  feal  upon  thine  heart,  as  a  feal  upon  thine  arm."  Now  the 
very  fight  of  Chrift,  our  High-prieft  in  heaven,  prevails  exceed- 
^gly  with  God,  and  turns  away  hb  difpleafure  firom  us.  As 
ijrhen  God  looks  upon  the  rainbow,  which  is  the  fign  of  the  cove- 
(nant,  he  remembers  the  earth  in  mercy :  fo  when  he  looks  on 
Chnft,  his  heart  muft  needs  be  towards  us,  upon  his  account  \  and 
therefore  in  Rev.  iv.  3.  Chrift  is  compared  to  a  rainbow  enconi- 
pafiing  the  throne. 

2.  Chrift  performs  his  interceffion-work  in  heaven :(,  not  by  a 
naked  appearing  in  the  prefence  of  God  only,  but  alfo  hjprefenting 
his  bloody  and  all  his  Jufferings  to  Godj  as  a  moving  plea  on  our  account* 
Whether  he  makes  any  proper  oral  interceffion  there,  as  he  did 

•  Peter  Lombard,  book  4.  dift.  45. 

t  We  muft  fee  whit  a  meant  by  Bit  appHtrlnf  for  nt  before  (?«/.•  Thk  hat  reTpe^ 
to  the  types  of  the  accient  High^pricft,  who,  having  entered  within  the  Tail,  was 
faid  to  appear  before  God  for  the  people,  in  regard  he  prefented  himfclf  before 
God  with  the  blood  of  the  goat  that  was  the  fin-oflfcring;  and  by  his  prayers,  re- 
queftcd,  as  a  fnpplicant,  t^t  he  fliould  be  propitious  to  his  fins,  and  thefe  of  the 
people,  not  for  the  fake  of  the  blood  of  that  goat,  but  of  that  which  was  reptdeiited 
by  it,  the  blood  of  Chrift  the  Mediitor  to  be  fhcd  afterwards.  D^a.  Patrni  m  fA« 
fUie. 

\  By  waiing  and  prndenUy  defiring,  %%  formerly  on  earth,  fo  alfo  when  with  his 
Father  in  heaven,  he  inGfts  that  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  hit  d^th  may  be  applied 
to  our  fftlvatioB.  .  Syno^ts  pufwrh  TbttL  p.  346. 
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on  earth,  is  not  ib  clear  \  fome  incline  to  it^  and  think  it  is  coun- 
tenanced by  Zechariah,  chap.  i.  I2»  13.  Whbre  Chxift  our  Inter-^ 
ceflbr  prefents  a  proper  vocal  requeft  to  the  Father,  in  the  behalf 
of  his  people  ;  faying,  "  O  Lord  of  hofts,  how  long  wilt  thou  not 
*«  have  mercy  on  Jerufalcm,  and  on  the  cities  of  Judah,  againft 
<<  which  thou  haft  had  indignation  xh.dk  threeicore  and  ten  years? 
^^  And  the  Lord  aniwered  him  with  good  and  comfortable  words.** 
And  fo  AAs  ii.  23.  as  (bon  as  he  came  to  heaven,  he  is  faid  (and 
that  is  the  firft  fruits  of  his  intercei&on)  to  obtain  the  promife  of  the 
Holy  Ghofin  But  fure  I  am,  an  interceding  voice  is  by  an  ufual 
pnjopopeia  attributed  to  his  blood ;  which  in  Heb.  xii.  24.  is  faid 
^  to  fpeak  better  tlungs  than  that  of  Abel.''  Now  Abel's  blood 
and  ib  Chrift's,  do  cry  unto  God,  as  the  hire  of  the  labourers 
nnjuftly  detained,  or  the  whole  creation,  which  is  in  bondage, 
through  our  fins,  is  faid  to  cry  and  groan  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord, 
Jam.  v.  4.  Rom.  viii.  ia.  not  vocaBy,  but  cfficacioufly.  A  rare 
^^  iUuftration  of  this  e£Scacious  intercdiion  of  Chrift  in  heaven,  we 
"^  have  in  that  famous  ftory  of  Amintas*,  who  appeared  as  an  advo- 
cate for  his  brother  ^chylus,  who  was  ftrongly  accuied,  and  very 
likely  to  be  condemned  to  die.  Now  Amintas  having  performed 
great  fervices,  and  merited  highly  of  the  common-wealth,  in  whofe 
fervice  one  of  his  hands  was  cut  off  in  the  field ;  he  comes  into 
the  court  in  his  brother's  behalf,  and  faid  notlung,  but  only  lifted 
np  lus  arm,  and  (hewed  them  cubitumjifie  manu,  an  arm  without  a 
hand^  which  fb  moved  them,  that,  without  a  word  fpeaking, 
they  freed  his  brother  immediately.  -^ 

And  thus  if  you  look  into  Rev.  v.  6.  you  fliall  fee  in  what  pof^ 
ture  Chrift  is  reprefented,  vifionally  there,  as  ftanding  between 
God  and  us ;  <<  And  I  beheld,  and  lo,  in  the  midft  of  the  throne, 
<<  and  the  four  beafts,  and  in'  the  midft  of  the  elders  ftood  a  Lamb 
^<  as  it  had  been  (bun  j"  i.  e.  beting  in  his  glorified  body  the  marks 
of  death  and  iacrificef  •  Thofe  wounds  he  received  for  our  fins  on 
eartli,  are,  as  it  were,  ftill  frefh  bleeding  in  heaven  :  a  moving 
and  prevailing  argument  it  is  with  the  Father,  to  give  out  the 
xnercies  he  pleads  for. 

3.  And  laftly.  He  prefents  the  prayers  of  his  faints  to  God,  with 
its  merits  s  and  defirer  that  they  may  for  his  fake  be  granted.  He 
cauies  a  cloud  of  inceofe  to  afcend  before  God  with  them,  Rev. 
viL  3.  AUthefe  were  excellently  typified  out  by  the  going  in  of 
the  High-prieft  before  the  Lord,  with  the  names  of  the  children 
of  Ifinael  on  his  breaft,  with  the  blood  of  the  facrifice,  and  his 

Vol.  L  Y 

*  JSIUm  Bip.  book  |.  chap.  19.  f  Deodati  ^a  tliU  place* 
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hands  full  of  locenfe,  as  tl^e  ^poftle  explains  theni  in  Heb.  vil.  and 
fieb.  ix.  . 

Thirdfyf  And  that  thisintcrceflion  of  Chrift  is  moft  potent,  fiic-^ 
ce£ful,  and  prevalent  with  God,  will  be  evinced,  both  from  the 
qualifications  of  this  our  Advocate,  from  his  great  intereft  in  the 
Father,  from  the  nature  of  the  place  he  ufetb  with.God,  and  from. 
tJke  relation  and  intereft  belie^vers  have,  both  in  the  Father  to 
whom,  and  the  Son  by  whom  this  interceiCon  is  made. 

I.  Our  interceflbr  in  the  heaven?  is  every  way  able  and  fit  for 
the  work  he  is  engaged  in  there*  Whatever  is  delirable  in  an  ad- 
vocatej  is  in  him  en^nently.  It  is  neceflary  that  he  who  undcr- 
tftkes  to  plead  the  caufe  of  another,  efpecially  if  it  be  weighty  and 
intricate,  fhould  be  wife,  faithful,  tender-hearted,  and  one  that 
concerns  himfelf  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  bufincfs.  Our  Advocate 
Chrift,  wants  no  wifdom  to  manage  his  work  ;r  he  is  the  wifdom 
of  Qod,  yca>  only  wifey  Jude  25.  There  is  much  folly  in  the  beft: 
of  our  duties,"^  we  know  not  how  to*  prefs  an  argument  home  with 
God ;  but  Chrift  hath  the  art  of  it.  Our  bufinefs  is  in  a  wife 
hand :  he  is  no  kfs  faithfiil  than  wife  j  therefore  he  is  called 
«  a  faithful  High-prieft,  in  things  pertaining  tp  God,"  Ileb.  iL 
17.  He  afliires  us  we  may  fafely  truft  our  concerns  with  him, 
John  xiv.  2.  "  In  my  Father's  houfe  are  many  manfions ;  if  it 
"  were  not  fb,  I  would  have  told  you  j"  q.  d.  Do  you  tliink  I 
could  deceive  you  ?  men  may  cheat  you,  but  I  will  not ;  your  own 
hearts  may  and  daily  do  deceive  yoiT,  but  fo  will  not  I.  And  for 
tender-hcartcdnefs,  and  fenfible  feelings  for  your  conditions, 
there  b  none  like  him  :  Hcb.  iv.  15.  "  For  we  have  not  an  High- 
**  prieft  who  cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infinni- 
<<  ties  ;  but  wa^t  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without 
'«  fin."  We  have  not  one  that  cannot  lympathize,.  lb  it  is  in  the 
(iieek*  :  arid  on  purpofe  that  he  might  the  better  fympathize  with 
us,  he  came  as  near  to  om*  conditions,  as  the  holinefs  of  his  nature 
could  permit.  He  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  in  all  points  tempted  like 
as  we  are,  fin  only  excepted. 

And  then  for  his  concernment  and  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  his 
iuit  \  he  not  only  reckons,  but  hath  really  made  it  his  own  intereiV, 
yea,  more  liis  own  than  it  Ia  ours  :  For  now  by  reafon  of  the  my(l 
tical  union,  all  our  wants  and  troubles  are  his,  £ph.  i.  23.  yea,  his 

M      <*'       ■■■■■ II    II      ^     I         !■  Ill  11,11  ..I  I 

*  B^n  JvyiKjtxoopo'VfiwAOr.ycti*  Though  he  cannot  weep  or  grieve  now  as  he  di4 
on  eatth,  yet  he  can  love  now  as  inuch  as  ever  he  loved ;  and  therefore  he  look* 
down  from  heaven  upon  every  particular  member ;  he  fecth  that  thi«  man  wants 
this  grace,  and  that  man  wants  that ;  and  the  other  is  in  danger  of  this  cormp- 
tiou^  ot  that  temptation:  and  be  is  daily  catzying  oip.the  jcvce.  You  fee  not  your 
iPhyficikn,  he  (lands  out  of  your  fight;  but  he  fecth  you,  and  it  i*  he  that  doth  all 
f«r  yon  that  it  d«ne.     MMxter*s  treat ife  0/ con^frjon. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


SeRM.  XIII.  The  Fountain  tf  Life.  lyt 

own  glory  and  complctencfs,  as  Mediator,  'b  deeply  mtcrcftcd  m 
it ;  and  therefore  we  need  not  doubt  but  he  will  ufe  SI  care  and  di- 
ligence in  that  work.  If  you  fay,  fo  he  may,  and  yet  not  fpecd  for 
all  that,  for  it  depends  upon  the  Father's  grant :  True,  but  then, 

2.  Confider  the  great  intcreft  he  hath  in  the  Father,  with  whom 
lie  intercedes.  Chrift  is  his  dear  Son,  Col.  i.  1 3 .  the  beloved  of  Ks 
jonl,  Eph.  i.  6.  Betwixt  him  and  the  Father,  with  whom,  whcft 
fac  intercedes,  there  is  an  unity,  not  only  of  nature,  but  will  i 
and  fo  he  always  hears  him,  John  xi.  42.  Tea,  and  he  faid  to 
his  dear  Son,  when  he  came  firft  to  heaven,  *•  Aft:  of  me,  and  { 
<*  will  give  thee,"  Pfal.  ii.  8.     Moreover, 

He  muft  needs  fpeed  in  his  fuit,  if  you  confider  the  nature  oT 
"his  interceffion,  wluch  is  juft  and  reafonable  for  the  matter,  urgent 
and  continual,  for  the  manner  of  it.  The  matter  of  his  requeft  h 
xnoft  equal :  what  he  defires  is  not  defired  gratis,  or  upon  terns 
tinbccbming  the  hoUnefs  and  righteoufiiefi  of  God  to  grant  j  he 
defires  no  more  but  what  he  has  deferved,  and  given  a  valuable 
confidcration  to  the  Father  for.  And  fo  the  jufticc  of  God  doth, 
not  only  not  oppofe,  but  fiirthei^  and  pleads  for  Ihe  granting  and 
fulfilling  his  requefc. 

Here  yon  muft  remember,  that  the  Father  is  under  a  covenant 
tie  and  bond  to  do  what  he  aiks ;  for  Chrift  having  fiiUy  perform- 
ed the  work  on  his  part,  the  mercies  he  intercedes  for,  are  as  due 
tis  the  hire  of  the  labourer  is,  when  the  work  is  faithfully  .done* 
And  as  the  matter  is  juft,  fo  the  manner  of  his  interseffion  b  ur- 
gent and  continual.  How  importunate  a  fuiter  he  is,  may  be  ga^ 
thcred  fi-om  that  fpecimcn  given  of  it  in  John  xvii^  and  for  rac 
conftancy  of  it,  my  text  tells  us,  «  he  ever  lives  to  make  interccf- 
<<  fion :"  It  is  lus  great  bufinefs  in  heaven,  and  he  follows  it 
cidfe.     And  to  clofe  5l, 

4.  Confider  who  they  are  for  whom  he  makes  intercefiiott : 
The  friends  of  God,  the  children  of  God ;  thofe  that  the  Fathdr 
liiinfelf  loves,  and  his  heart  is  propcnfe  and  ready  enough  to  grant 
tbe  beft  and  greateft  of  mercies  to :  which  is  the  meaning  of  John 
XV.  26,  27.  "The  Father  himfelfloveth  you."  And  it  muft  needs 
be  fo,  for  the  firft  corner  ftone  of  all  thefe  mercies  was  laid  by  the 
rather  himfelf  in  his  moft  free  eleftion.  He  alfo  delivered  his 
Son  for  us ;  and  *«  how  fhall  he  not  with  him  freely  give  us  all 
«  things  ?"  Rom.  viii.  32.  So  then  there  can  remain  no  doubt 
upon  a  confidering  heart,  but  that  Chrift  is  a  prevalent  and  fuc- 
ccfsfiil  interceflbr  in  heaven.  There  only  remains  one  thing  more 
to  be  fatisfied,  and  that  is. 

Fourthly y  In  what  fonfe  he  is  to  live  for  ever  to  make  intcrceflion. 
Shall  he  then  be  always  at  his  work  ?  employed  in  begging  new 
favours  for  us  to  eternity  ?  How  then  fhall  the  people  of  God  be 
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perfcA  in  hea^m,  if  diere  be  need  of  Chrift's  interteffion  to  eter* 

nity  for  ,tjiem«? 

I  anfwer,  by  difUnguifhing  the'  effince  zxAfukftanct  of  Chrift'$  • 
office^,  from  the  nvay  and  manner  pf  administration.  In  the  firft 
fenfe  it  is  eteWial ;  for  his  mediatory  kingdom,  as  to  the  eilence  of 
it>  is  to  abide  for  ever ;  Chrift  fhall  never  ce^f^  to  be  a  Mediator,;  the 
chuDch  ihall  never  want  a  head  \  for  <<  of  his  kipgdom*  there 
•^  ihall  be  no  end/'  Lukp  i.  33.  however,  Chriftj  a^  a  Mediator^ 
being  employed  in  a  kind  of  fubprdinate  way,  i  Qor.  iii.  23.  when 
be  (hall  have  accompliihed  that  defign  for  which  he  became  a 
Mediator,  <<  Then  fhall  he  deliver  up  the  kingdom  (in  the  fenfc 
«  we  fpake  before)  to  the  Father,  and  fo  God  fhaU  be  all  in  all,'' 
I  Cor.  XV.  24.  Then  ihall  the  divinity  of  Chrifl,  which  was  fb 
emptied  and  obfcnred  in  his  undertaking  this  temporary  difpenfa- 
tory  kingdom,  be  more  glorigufly  maniiefled,  by  the  full  pofie£- 
£on,  ufc^  and  enjoyment  of  that  natural,  divine,  eternal  kingdom^ 
which  belongs  to  all  the  three  co-eilential  and  cOi-equal  perfbnSf 
reigning  with  the  fanfie  power,  majefty,  and  glory,  in  the  unity  of 
the  Divine  EfTence,  and  com^^on  a£ls,  in  all,  and  oyer  all,  in&- 
nitely  and  immutably  for  ever. 

And  fb  Chrift  continues  to  be  our  Mediator  (  and  yet  that  at. 
fords  no  argument  that  our  happinefs  ihall  be  incomplete,  but  ri^ 
ther  argues  the  perfe£tion  of  the  church,  which  thenceforth  ihall 
be  governed  tio  more  as  it  now  is,  nor  have  ^y  farther  ufe  of  ordi* 
nances,  but  fhall  be  ruled  ipore  immediately,  glorioufly,  tri- 
umphantly, and  ineffably  in  the  world  to  come.  The  fubflance 
of  his  Mediatorfliip  is  not  changed,  but  ^hc  mapner  of  the  admi- 
piflration  only, 

Ufe  I.  Doth  Chrifl  live  for  ever  in  heaven  to  prefcnt  hie  blood 
to  God  in  the  way  of  interccflion  for  believers  ?  How  fad  then  is 
their  cafe^  that  have  no  ititere/i  in  Chri/Fs  Hood;  but  injiead  offlead^ 
ingfir  iheniy  it  cries  to  Godagainjt  them^  as  the  defpifers  andahufers  vf 
it  I  Every  unbeliever  defpifcs  it :  The  apoflate  treads  it  under  foot. 
He  th^t  is  an  interccflbr  for  fome,  will  be  an  accufer  of  others. 
To  be  guilty  of  a  man's  blood  is  fad ;  but  to  have  the  blood  of  Je-» 
fus  accufing  and  crying  to  God  againft  a  foul,  is  unfpeakably  ter- 
rible. Surely  when  he  fhall  n^ake  inquifition  for  blood,  when  the 
day  of  his  vengeance  is  come,  he  will  make  it  appear  by  the  judg- 
ments he  will  execute,  that  this  is  a  fin  never  to  be  expiated,  but 
vengeance  fhall  purfuc  the  iinner  to  the  bottom  of  hell.  Ah !  wh^t 
do  men  and  women  do,  in  reje£ting  the  gracious  oflFer  of  Chrift  ! 
what,  tread  upon  a  Saviour !  and  cafl  contempt,  by  onbelicf  ai^d 
hardnefs  of  heart,  upon  their  only  remedy  !  I  remember  I  Jiave 
r^ad  of  a  harlot  that  killed  her  child,  and  faid  that  it  fmiled  iqxMa 
her  when  ihe  w^t  to  flab  it.    Sinner,  doth  not  Chrift  fmilc  upqi^ 
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thee  in  the  gofpel  ?  And  wik  thou,  as  it  weitf  fiab  htm  to  the 
heart  hj  thine  infidelity  i  Wo,  and  alas  for  that  man,  againft 
ivhom  this  blood  cries  in  heaven ! 

Ufe,2.  Doth  Chrift  live  for  ever  to  make  intcrceffion  ?  Hmce  let 
helievers fetch  relief y  and  draw  encouragement  againft  all  the  caufes  and 
grounds  of  their  fears  and  troubles  ;  for  furely  this  anfwers  them  alL 

I.  Hence  let  them  be  encouraged  againft  all  ^^xsfinful  infirmi'' 
JkSf  and  lamented  weakncifles.  It  is  confefied  thefe  are  fad  things  ; 
they  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God,  fadden  your  own  hearts,  cloud 
your  evidences ;  but  having  fuch  a  High-prieft  in  heaven,  can  ne- 
ver be  your  ruin,  i  John  ii.  i,  2.  "  My  little  children,  thefe 
*f  things  write  I  unto  you,  that  you  fin  not :  and  if  any  man  fin, 
«  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righte* 
^«  ous ."  [My  little  children.]  Children,  efpccially  little  chil- 
drsn,  when  firft  beginning  to  take  the  foot,  are  apt  to  ftumble  at 
every  ftraw ;  fo  are  ra^,  young  and  unexperienced  Chriftians : 
bat  what  if  they  do  ?  Why  though  it  muft  be  far  fit>m  them  to 
take  encouragement  fo  to  do  fit)m  Chrift  and  his  intercefiion,  yet 
if  by  fiirprizal  they  do  fin,  let  them  not  be  utterly  difcQuraged : 
far  we  have  an  Advocate^  he  ftops  whatever  plea  may  be  brought 
in  againft  us  by  the  Devil,  or  the  law,  and  anfwers  all  by  his  fs^ 
iisfaidion :  he  gets  out  firefli  pardons  for  new  fins.  And  this  Ad- 
vocate is  with  [the  Father :]  he  doth  not  fay  with  his  Father, 
though  that  had  been  a  fingular  fupport  in  itfelf,  nor  yet  with  our 
Father,  which  is  a  fweet  encouragement  fingly  coi^ered,  but 
with  [die  Father]  which  takes  in  both,  to  make  the  encourage- 
jnent  full.  Remember,  you  that  are  caft  down,  under  the  foiie 
of  fin,  that  Jefus,  your  friend,  in  the  court  above,  "  b  able  to 
«*  lave  to  the  uttermoft."  Which  is,  as  •  one  calls  it,  a  reaching 
^frord,  and  extends  itfelf  fo  far,  that  thou  canft  not  look  beyond 
it.  '<  Let  thy  foul  be  fet  on  the  higheft  mount  that  any  creature 
«  was  ever  fet  on,  and  enlarged  to  take  in  view  the  moft  (pacious 
*^  profpe£t  both  of  fin  and  mifery,  and  difficulties. of  being  faved, 
«  that  ever  yet  any  poor  humble  foul  did  caft  within  itfelf;  yea, 
«  join  to  thefe  all  the  hindrances  and  objections  that  the  heart  of 
*^  man  can  invent  againft  itfelf  and  falvation :  lift  up  thine  eyes, 
<^  and  look  to  the  utmoft  thou  canft  fee ;  and  Chrift,  by  his  inter- 
^<  ceflion,  is  able  to  fave  thee  beyond  the  horizon  and  utmoft  com- 
€€  pafii  of  thy  thoughts,  even  to  the  utmoft ^^ 

2*  Hence  draw  al^undant  encouragement  againft  all  heart^flrait^ 
mingSy  and  deadnefs  of  Spirit  in  prayer.  Thou  complaineft  thy  heart 
is  dead,,  wandering,  and  contraAed  in  duty :  O,  but  remember 
Chrifti's  blood  fpeaks,  when  thou  canft  not ;  it  can  plead  for  thee, 

♦  Goodwill'*  Triumph,  p.  »63. 
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asd  tfait  ^fNmerfuBy,  irlien  thou  ^art  not  efele  to  ipeak  a  word  for 
thffelf :  to  this  fenfe  tliat  (cripCiire  fpeak^  Cant*  iii.  6.  <<  Who  b 
^  thb  that  cometh  out  of  the  wiklemds  like  {hilars  of  finoke,  per* 
«,  fnaed  with  m^h,  and  firsaikmcenie,  with  all  powders  of  the 
*<  meidiaHt  ?*  The  duties  of  Chriffians  go  ^  many  times,  as  pil- 
lars or  douds  of  finoke  from  them,  more  fmoke  than  fire,  prayeis 
fmoked  and  felUed  wiA  their  offenfive  corruptions  \  but,  remem- 
ber, Qnrtft  perfumes  them  with  mTrrh,  C5'r.  He,  by  his  inter- 
ceffien,  gives  them  a  Aireet  perfame. 

3.  CkriiFs  mt«rce£on  is  a  Aigular  relief  to  all  that  come  unto 
God  by  him,  againfl  allfinjiil  damps  ^nd Jlavip}  jtttrs  frmn  thejufiiee 
ff  Qmt*,  Nothing  more  promotes  the  fear  Gff  reverence ;  nothing 
moce  fupprefletk  unbelieving  defpondencies,  and  deftroys  the 
Ipirit  of  bondage.  60  you  find  it,  Heb.  x.  19,  20,  21.  <<  Having 
<<  therefore,  brethren,  bcddnefs  to  enter  into  the  hoiieft,  by  the 
^  blood  of  Jefns,  by  a  new  and  living  way,  which  he  liath  confe- 
^^  crated  for  us  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his  fiefli ;  and 
^  having  a  High-^ri^  over  the  houfe  of  God,  let  us  draw  near 
«  with  a  true  heart,  t»  m^m^opo^w  7is*f«>9,  in  foil  afiurance  of  fiwth  :** 
or  let  us  come  unto  God,  a$  a  fhip  comes  with  foil  fail  into  the 
harbour.    O  what  a  direA  and  foil  gale  of  encouragement  doth 

thb  interceffion  of  Chrift  give  to  the  poor  foul  that  lay  a-ground, 
or  was  wind-bound  before  ? 

4.  The  interceffion  of  Chrift  gives  admirable  fatisfaftion  and 
encouragement  to  all  that  come  to  God,  againft  the  fears  of  de- 

""l&rtBSg  him  again  by  apoftafy.  This,  my  friends,  this  is  your 
principal  fecurity  againft  thefe  matters  of  fear.  With  this  he  re- 
lieved Peter,  Luke  xxii.  31,  32,  *<  Simon,  (faith  Chrift)  Satan 
«*  hath  deiired  to  have  you,  that  he  may  fift  you  as  wheat ;  but  I 
«  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fell  not,**  q.  d.  Satan  wiU 
fitn  thee,  not  to  get  out  thy  chaff,  but  bolt  out  thy  flour :  his 
temptations  are  levelled  againft  thy  faith ;  but  fear  not,  my  pray- 
er ffaall  break  his  defigns,  and  fecure  thy  6iith  againft  all  his  at- 
tempts upoh  it.  Upon  this  powerful  Hnterceffion  of  Chrift,  the 
apoftle  builds  his  triumph  againft  all  that  threatens  to  bring  him, 
or  any  of  the  faints,  again  into  a  ftate  of  condemnation.  And  fee 
how  he  drives  on  that  triumph,  from  the  refurreftion,  and  fefllon  ' 
of  Chrift  at  the  Father's  right  hand  5  and  efpecially  from  the  work 
'  '    .  ■  >       ■  ■'       III         ■■  I  ■ ■        ... 

•  If  Jcfus  be  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  believers  may  go  with  boM- 
neft,  and  look  the  juftice  of  God  in  the  face;  for  your  debt  is  fatisfied.  So  long  as 
a  man  is  in  debt,  Ite  fteals  by  tbe  prifon  door  in  the  dark;  bat  if  his  furety  have 
paid  the  debt,  he  daces  come  (as  you  fay)  and  whet  his  knife  at  the  compter  door. 
Chrift,  your  furcty,  hath  paid  the  debt ;  you  may  go  with-  boldn^fs,  and  look 
juflice  in  the  face,  the  Devil  and  all  the  ferjcantsof  hell  in  the  face.  Mr  W,  B, 
in  bis  ireatffc  of  Chiifl  and  tic  co^nant,  p,  98. 
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of  imercefliony  w^uch  he  lives  there  to  perform :  Rom*  viii.  34^ 
35.  "  Who  is  he  that  condcmncth?  It  is  Chrift  that  died  j  yea^ 
'«  rather  that  is  rifen  ^aini  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  Godf 
*<  who  alfb  maketh  interceffion  for  us.  Who  fliall  feparatc  us 
«  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?" 

5.  It  gives  fweet  relief  againJI  the  dtfeBs  and  ivant^  tbatjtt  are  in 
our  JafiSliJication.  We  want  a  great  deal  of  faith,  love^  heavenly- 
mindedneis,  mortification,  knowledge.  We  are  fhort  and  want« 
ing  in  all.  There  are  vri^/A«r»,  the  remains,  or  things  wanting^ 
as  the  apofUe  calk  them,  j  ThefT.  iii.  lo.  Well,  if  grace  be  but 
yet  in  its  weak  beginnings,  and  ^infancy  in  thy  foul,  this  may  eo* 
courage,  that  by  reafbn  of  Chrift's  interceffion,  it  fliall  live».growj 
and  expatiate  itfelf  in  thy  heart.  He  is  not  only  the  author,  but 
the  finiiher  of  it,  Heb.  xii.  2.  He  is  ever  begs^j^g  new  and  frefli 
mercies  for  you  in  heaven  \  and  will  ncv^  ceafe  till  all  your  wants 
be  fupplied.  He  faves  ik  'to  vavrf^«(J  to  the  uttermofiy  i*  e.  as  I  told 
you  before,  to  the  laft,  perfe£tive,  completing  aA  of  falvatien.  Sa 
that  this  is  a  fountain  of  relief  againfi  all  your  fears. 

UJe  3.  Doth  Chrift  live  for  ever  to  make  intcrceflioni  Tbtn  lei 
thoje  ivbo  reap  on  earth  the  fruits  of  that  his  work  in  heaven^  draw  i«* 
JhruBion  thence  about  thefollonuing  duties,  to  which  it  leads  them  as  by 
the  hand, 

I.  Do  not  forget  Chrift  in  an  exahet Jtate^ .  You  fee  though  he 
be  in  all  the  glory  above,  at  God's  right  hand,  and  enthroned 
jkingy  he  doth  not  forget  you:  hey  like  Jofeph,  remembers  his 
brethren  in  all  his  glory^  But^  alas,  how  oft  doth  advancement 
make  us  forget  him  ?  As  the  Lord  complains  in  Hofei  ziii.  5,  tf » 
^<  I  did  know  thee  in  the  wildemeis,  in  the  land  of  great  drought : 
«^  hut  when  they  catTte  into  Canaan,  according  to  their  paftures,  fo 
«  were,  they  fiUed  \  they  were  filled,  and  their  heart  was  exalted ; 
<<  therefore  have  they  forgottemne.*'  As  ifhehadfaid,  O  my 
p^ple,  you  and  I  were  better  acquainted  in  the  wildamefs,  when 
you  were  in  a  low  condition,  left  to  my  immediate  care,  living  by 
daily  faith  \  O  then  you  gave  me  many  a  fweet  vifit  s  but  now  you 
are  filled,  I  hear  no  more  of  you.  Good  had  it  been  fclr  fome 
lalnts,  if  they  had  never  known  prosperity. 

2*  l^et  the  intercejfion  of  Chrift  in  heaven  for  you,  encourage  you  to 
ftmftaney  in  the  good  ivays  of  God*     To  this  duty  it  fweetly  en- 

*  He  doth  not  forget  ub  though  he  be  exaked  to  his  glory ;  for  he  is  not  like  the 
poor  fiUy  creatures  tlat  cannot  bear  exaltation  without  being  puffed  up,  and  forget* 
ting  both  thcmfclves,  their  friends,  and  their  God.  No,  his  exaltation  U  fpiritual 
^nA  KctYcnIy,  perfcAing  his  human  nature  to  the  grcatcft  height  it  is  capable  ofr— 
be  never  wa»  more  tender  of  Jerufalem  when  he  wept  over  it,  or  of  his  people  when 
Jte  wept,  Ucd,  and  died  for  them,  than  he  ii  now  tender  oTcr  his  in  glory.  Mr 
.^^»rirr'/  tngtlft  of  Cenverfion^  p.  1 84* 
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courages  alfo,  Hcb.  iv.  14.  *'  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great 
^'  High-prieft  that  is  paiflfed  into  the  heavens,  Jefiis  the  fon  of 
«  God,  let  us  hold  faft  our  profeffion."  Here  is  encouragement 
to  perfcverance  on  a  double  account.  One  is,  that  Jefus,  our 
head,  is  already  in  heaven  \  and  if  the  head  be  above  water,  the 
body  cannot  drown.  The  other  is  from  the  bufinefs  he  is  there 
employed  about,  which  is  his  priefthood;  he  is  pafTed  into  the 
heavens,  as  our  great  High'-prieft,  to  intercede,  and  therefore  we 
cannot  mifcarry« 

3.  Let  it  encourage  you  to  conftancy  in  prayer ;  O  do  not  negleft 
that  excellent  duty,  feeing  Chrift  is  there  to  pfefent  all  your  pe- 
titions to  God }  yea,  to  perfume  as  well  as  prefent  them.  So  the 
apoftle,  Hcb.  iv.  16.  inifers  from  Chriffs  interceiCon;  "Let us 
*<  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may 
<«  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need." 

4.  Hence  be  encouraged  to  plead  for  Chrijf  on  earthy  nvho  continually 
pleads  for  you  in  heaven.  If  any  accufe  you,  he  is  there  to  plead 
for  you  :  and  if  any  diihonour  him  on  earth,  fee  that  you  plead 
his  intereft,  and  defend  his  honour.  Thus  you  have  heard  what 
his  intcrceffion  is,  and  what  benefits  we  receive  by  it. 

Blejfedbe  God  for  Jefus  Chrifl. 


SERMON    XIV. 

A  Vindication  of  the  Satisfaftion  of  Chrift,  as  the  firft  Effect  or 
^  Fruit  of  his  Priefthood. 

Gal.  iii.   13. 

Chriji  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  atrfe  of  the  law^  being  made  a 
curfefor  us. 

YOU  have  feen  the  general  nature,  neccffity,  and  parts  of 
Chrift's  priefthood,  viz.  oblation  and  inter cefjitm.  Before  you 
part  from  this  office,  it  is  neceflfary  you  fhould  farther  take  into 
confideration  the  principal  fnuts  and  eflfefts  of  his  priefthood  \ 
which  are,  tom^<eXt  fatisfaBion  and  the  acquifttion  or  purchafe  of  an 
eternal  inheritance.  The  former,  viz.  The  fatisfaBion  made  by 
his  blood.  Is  manifeftly  contained  in  this  excdlent  fcripture  before 
us,  wherein  the  apoftle  (having  fhewn  before,  at  ver.  xo,  that 
whofoever  "  continues  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  law,  to  do 
"  them,  are  curfed)"  declares  how,  notwithftanding  the  threats 
of  the  law,  a  believer  comes  to  be  freed  from  the  curfe  of  itj  name- 
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if y  by  Chrift^s  bearing  that  curie  for  him,  and  fb  iatisQdng  God's 
jufHce,  and  diicharging  the  believer  from  all  obligations  to  punifh- 
ment. 

More  particularly,  in  thefe  word's  you  have  the  believer's  dis- 
charge from  the  curie  of  the  law>  and  the  way  and  manner  there- 
of opened. 

1.  The  believer*s  difcharge;  Ciri/f  hath  redeemed  us  from  the 
enrfe  of  the  law^  The  law  of  God  hath  three  parts,  commands, 
promlfes,  and  threatenings  or  curies*  The  curie  of  the  law  is  its 
condemning  fentence,  whereby  a  frnner  is  boimd  over  to  death, 
even  the  death  of  foul  and  body.  The  chain,  by  which  it  binds 
him,  is  the  guilt  of  fin ;  and  from  which  none  can  loofe  the  foul 

but  Chrift.  This  curie  of  the  law  is  the  moft  dreadful  thing  ima« 
ginable ;  it  ftrikes  at  the  life  of  a  finner,  yea,  his  beft  life,  the 
eternal  life  of  the  foul ;  and  when  it  hath  condemned,  it  is  inexo- 
rable, no  cries  nor  tears,  no  reformation  nor  repentance  can  loofe 
the  guilty  finner ;  for  it  requires  for  its  reparation  that  which  no 
jnere  creature  can  give,  even  an  infinite  fatis&^on.  Now  from 
this  curie  Chrift  frees  the  believer;  that  is,  he  difiblves  the 
obligation  to  punifhment,  cancels  the  hand-writing,  loofes  all  the 
bonds  and  chains  of  guilt,  fo  that  the  curfe  of  the  law  hath  no« 
thing  to  do  with  him  for  ever. 

2.  We  have  here  the  way  and  manner  in  and  by  whidi  this  is 
done  \  and  that  is  by  a  frill  price  paid  down,  and  that  price  paid 
in  the  room  of  the  finner*,  both  making  up  si  complete  and  full 

fatisfoBion.  He  pays  a  full  price,  every  way  adequate  and  propor* 
tionable  tothe  wrong*  So  much  this  word,  h/mkc  i(9iye^0urfy»  which 
-we  tranikte  redeemed,  imports ;  he  hath  bought  us  out» 
or  fully  bought  us  5  that  is,  by  a  full  price.  This  price  with 
which  he  fb  fiilly  bought  or  purcfaafed  our  freedom  from  the  curie, 
is  not  only  called  xt/l^oy.  Mat,  xx.  a 8.  or  ranfom,  but  more  emphati- 
cally mliXtfl^,  in  I  Tim.  ii.  5,  6.  which  might  be  tranflated  an 
adequate  or  fully  a&iwerable  ranfbm.  And  fo  his  fireeing  us  by  this 
price,  is  not  only  exprefied  by  yryo^ouret^  r^  0c*iti^(,  «  Thou  haft 
«*  bought  us  to  God  try  thy  blood,"  Rev.  v.  9.  but  if nyojoj-i?  u/**;, 
he  hath  fully,  perfedtty,  bought  us  out. 

And  as  the  price  or  ranfom  paid  was  full,  perfeA,  and  fuiHcient 
in  itfelf ;  fb  it  was  paid  in  our  room,  and  upon  our  account :  fb 
iarth  the  text,  f  < <  By  his  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,"  the  meaning  is 

Vol..  I.  Z 

■  I     .1     Ml       ■■      ■■  ■  ■ ■■■,■■■■■■ 

*  As  he  who  is  free,  redeems  a  captive  by  fubfticuttng  himielf  in  his  room,  and 
hff  putting  on  the  ch^ns,  the  other  puts  them  off:  fo  Chrtft  was  willing  to  be  ob- 
juaodops  to  the  frdfiUis^of  the  law  that  he  might  acquire  immunity  to  ttS;     Cuhh 

f  Heisfaid  to  be  madfe  acurfeand  to  be  made  fin :  hut  heisnot  made  tl^  cttlle 
H£eU^  to  wit,  fonoi^ty,  but  our  curfe  was  imputed  to  hiiOf    C^rii^ 
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not,  that  Chrift  was  made  the  very  curfe  itfelf,  changed  into  a 
cyrfe ;  no  more  than  when  the  word  is  faid  to  be  made  flefh,  the 
divme  nature  was  converted  mto  flefh,  but  it  affumed  or  took  flefh; 
and  fo  Chrifl  took  the  curfe  upon  himfelf ;  therefore  it  is  faid, 
%  Cor.  V.  21.  ««  He  was  made  fin  for  us  who  knew  no  fin ;"  that  is, 
our  fin  was  imputed  to  our  furety,  and  laid  upon  him  for  fatisfac- 
tion.  And  fo  this  word  wt^  [for]  implies  a  fubfHtution  of  one, 
in  the  place  and  flead  of  another.  Now  the  price  being  full,  and 
paid  in  lieu  of  our  fins,  and  thereupon  we  fully  redeemed  or  de- 
livered from  tli^  curfe,  it  follows,  as  a  fair  and  jufl  dedu6tion« 
that, 

Doft-  Th^  death  of  Chri/l  hath  made  a  full  fatisfoBion  to  God 
for  all  the  fins  of  his  eleB. 

<«  He  (to  wit  our  furety,  Chrift)  was  opprefled,  and  he  was  af- 
<<  fliaed,'*  Jaith  the  prophet,  lia.  lii.  7.  it  may  be  fitly  rendered, 
(and  the  words  will  bear  it  without  the  leaft  force)  it  was  exaSied^ 
and  anfwered.  But  how,  being  either  way  tranflated,  it  eflablilh- 
eth  the  fatisfa^on  of  Chrif)^  may  be  feen  in  our  learned  Amiota<» 
tions  on  that  place.  So  Col.  i.  14.  **  In  whom  we  have  ctvoKuvpv(ri9 
«'  Siofr  Ttf  oufMr^i  redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  forgiven- 
*'  neft  of  fin.^  Here  we  have  the  benefit,  viz.  redemption  inter- 
preted by  way  of  oppofition,  **  even  the  remiflion  of  fins  ;**  and 
the  matchlcfs  price  that  was  laid  down  to  purchafe  it,  the  blood  of 
Chrifl.  So  again,  Heb.  ix.  12.  "  By  his  own  blood  he  entered 
"  once  into  thp  hdy  place,  having  obtained  mvnav  Xwr^ftw-w,  eternal 
••  redemption  for  us.'*  Here  is  eternal  redemption,  the  mercy 
purchafed ;  his  own  blood,  the  price  that  procured  it. 

Now  forafmuch  as  this  doftrine  of  Chrift*s  fatisfadlion  is  fo 
p^ceflTary,  weighty,  and  comfortable  in  itfelf^  and  yet  fo  much 
oppofed  and  intricated  by  feveral  enemies  to  it;  the  method  I 
jliall  take  for  the  clearing,  cftablifhing,  and  preparing  it  for  vSc, 
fhall  be, 

Fifylt  To  open  the  nature  of  Chrlfl's  fatisfaftion,  and  Ihew 
what  it  is. 

SiTondljj  To  eftablifh  the  trutli  of  it,  and  prove  that  he  made 
full  fjtisfHction  to  God  for  all  the  fins  of  the  elect. 

Thirdlyy  To  anfwcr  the  moft  confiderable  objections  made 
againfl  it. 

And  laftly,  Toa/^/Alt. 

Firjly  What  is  the  fatisfaftion  of  Ch?ifl,  and  what  doth  it  im- 

TT-f  .    J-   •        ply?  I  ^ni\vcT,fatisfa£^iofi  is  the  aB  of  Chrifl^  God^ 
Jvhat    divine     ^  ^       ^     r   *-       i-rrr  r    ^    -      l^jL      * 

r ,'  r  n-      '  maTj^  prcjentitig  himjtlj  as  our  jurety  in  ooeatence  t<> 
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law  required  of  US  ;  thereby  freeing  us  from  the  wrath  and  curfe  due 
to  us  for  fins. 

-  I.  It  is  the  aft  of  God-man* ;  no  other  was  capable  of  giving 
fatisfaftion  for  an  infinite  wrong  done  to  God.  But  by  realon  of 
the  union  of  the  two  natures  in  his  wonderful  perfon,  he  could 
do  it,  and  hath  done  it  for  us.  The  human  nature  did  what  was 
neceilaryin  its  kind  \  it  gave  the  matter  of  the  facrifice :  the  divine 
nature  ftampt  the  dignity  and  value  upon  it,  which  made  it  an 
adequate  compenfation :  fo  that  it  was  opus  ^i9,ih»vnm^  tlie  aft  of 
God^man  j  yet  fo,  that  each  nature  retained  its  own  properties, 
notnrithftanding  their  joint,inflaence  intA  the  effeft.  If  the  angels 
in  heaven  had  hid  down  their  lives^  or  if  the  blood  of  all  the  men 
m  the  world  had  been  poured  out  by  juftice,  this  could  never  have 
fatisfied ;  becaufe  that  aiiu<7tqy  worth  and  value  which  this  facri- 
fice hath,  would  have  ftill  been  wanting.  «<  It  was  God  that  rc- 
"  deemed  the  church  withiis  own  blood,"  Afts  xx.  i8.  If  God 
redeem  with  lus  own  blood,  he  redeems  as  God-man,  without 
any  difpute. 

2.  If  he  fatisfy  God  for  us,  he  muft  prefent  himfelf  before 
God,  as  our  furety,  in  our  ftead,  as  well  as  for  our  good ;  clfe 
his  obedience  had  fignified  nothing  to  us ;  to  this  end  he  was 
*<  made  under  the  Taw,"  Gal.  iv.  4.  comes  under  the  fame  obli- 
gation with  us,  and  that  as  a  furety,  for  fo  he  is  called,  Heb.  vii. 
22.  Indeed  his  obedience  and  fufferings  could  be'exafted  from 
him  upon  no  other  account.  It  was  not  for  any  thing  he  had 
done  that  he  became  a  curfe.  It  vras  prophefied  of  him,  Dan.  ix. 
26.  «« The  Mefliah  fhall  be  cut  off,  but  not  for  himfelf:"  and 
being  dead,  the  fcriptures  plainly  affert  it  was  forour  ftnSy  and  up-  '• 
on  our  account :  fo  i  Cor.  xv.  3.  "  Chrul  died  for  our  fins,  ac- 
«  cording  to  the  fcriptures." 

And  it  is  well  obferved  by  our  divines,  who  aflert  tlit  vicege- 
rency  and  fubftitution  of  Chrift  in  his  fufferings,  that  all  thofe 
Greek  particles  which  we  tranflate  [for]  when  applied  to  the  fuf-  . 
ferings  of  Chrift,  do  note  the  meritorious,  dpferving,  procuring 
caufe  of  thofe  fufferings.  So  you  find,  Heb.  x.  j2.  "  He  offered 
•«  one  facrifice  wxf^  «ji*afr»fc>,  for  fins."  i  Pet.  iii.  18.  "  Chrift. 
*«  once  fuffered,  rif*  for  fins."  Rom.  iv.  25.  "  He  was  deliver- 
<«  ed,  Aa,  for  our  offences,"  Mat.  xv.  28.  "  He  gave  his  life  a, 
«  ranfom,  «m,  for  many."  And  there  arc  that  confidently  af-» 
firm  this  laft  particle  is  never  ufed  in  any  other  fenfe  in  the  whole 

■  ■  I    II         I  ■  ■  ■  I        II  I     III. I     !■■  m  III  I 

•  *  This  fatirfaAioD  had  in  it  fufficicnt  ^nd  in  feme  rcfpcd  infinite  value,  t.  In 
rcfpcA  of  the  pcrfon  offering  it,  who  was  God.  2.  In  rcfpeA  of  what  he  offered ; 
for  he  offered  himfelf,  God  and  man.  3.  In  refpcd  of  the  manner  of  offering,  in 
which  there  was  a  certain  divine  pcrfeAion  in  regard  of  the  hypoftatical  (or  pcrfo* 
Bal  union).    Am^„  meduUp,  98* 
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boolc  of  God  :  as  ^«  an  efe  for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,*'  L  e, 
one  in  lieu  of  another.  Juft  as  thofe  whom  the  Greeks  called 
a9Ti^vxoh  men  that  exchanged  their  lives,  or  gaye  life  for  life, 
fiaking  down  their  own  to  deliver  another's,  as  rhilame^e  did  for 
Ariftidcs.     And  fo  the,  poet  Virgil  fpcaks  j 

Si  fratrem  Pollux  akema  morte  redemit* 

And  indetsd,  this  very  conijderation  is  that  wluch  fupports  the 
fiofbine  of  imputatiop,  the  imputation  of  our  iUis  to  Chrift,  and 
the  imputation  of  Chrift's  righteouihcfs  unto  us,  Rom.  v.  19.  For 
how  could  our  fins  be  l^d  on  him,  but  as  he  ftood  in  our  ftead  i 
or  his  righteoufnefs  be  imputed  to  us,  but  as  he  was  our  furety, 
performing  it  in  our  place  * ;  fo  that  to  deny  Cluift's  fuffcrings  in 
our  ftead,  is  to  lofe  the  corner-ftone  of  our  juftiiication,  and  over-* 
throw  the  very  pillar  which  fupports  our  faith,  comfort  and  falva- 
tion.  Indeed  if  this  had  not  been,  he  would  have  beci^  the  righte-. 
pus  Lord,  but  not  the  Lord  cur  righteoufnefs^  .as  JiC  is  ftjled,  Jer, 
Xx^ii.  16.  So  that  it  was  bit  a  vain  diftinftion,  to  fay  it  Viz&for 
our  good,  but  not  in  ourflcad:  fc  r  Jiad  he  not  been  in  our  ftead, 
Tve  could  not  have  had  the  good  <  f  :c. 

3.  The  internal  moving  ca;ife  of  Chilfr's  fatisfaftion  for  us,  was 
his  obedience  to  God,  and  love  tp  us.  1  hat  it  was  an  aft  of  obe- 
dience, is  plain  frojn  Phil,  ii,  8-  "  lie  became  obedient  unto 
•f  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs/'  Now  obedience  refpcfts  a 
command,  and  finch  a  command  Chrift  received  to  die  for  us,  as 
himfclf  tells  us,  John  x.  i8,  "I  lay  down  my  life  of  myfelf  5  I 
**  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  power  to  take  it  again :  this 
**  commandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father."  So  that  it  was 
an  aft  of  obedience  with  refpeft  to  God,  and  yet  a  moft  free  and 
fpontaneous  aft  with  refpeft  to  himfelf.  And  that  he  was  moved 
to  it  out  of  pity  and  love  to  us,  himfelf  affures  us ;  Gal.  v.  2. 
**  Cjhrift  loved  us,  and  gave  himfelf  fof  us  an  offering  and  a  facri- 
<«  fice  to  God."  Upon  this  Paul  fwectly  reflefted.  Gal.  ii.  20, 
**  Who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfclf  for  me."  As  the  external 
moving  caufe  was  our  mifery,  fo  the  intern^  was  his  own  love  and 
pity  for  us. 

4.  The  matter  of  Chrift*s  fatisfaftion,  was  his  aftive  and  pafGvc 
obedience  to  all  the  law  of  God  requircdf ,  I  know  thprc  are 
(bme  that  doubt  whether  Chrift's  aftive  obedience  have  any  place 

*  This  fpecU]  impiiUtiofl  if  the  admiflion  of  the  merit  of  another  inftead  of  that 
which  ou^ht  to  be  in  the  criminal  himfelf.     BraJJbaw  m  Juf,  f.  47. 

f  For  if  through  Chriil*t  paffive  obedience  alone  imputed,  we  are  accounted  free 
Jrom  all  the  guilt,  of  the  (ins  of  every  one  of  us  of  wHatcvcr  kind,  wh<^er  of  com^ 
mifllon  or  omiifion;  to  what  purpofe  fliould  the  adive  obedience  of  the  fameptrfoa 
je  twthcr  imputed  for  juftificatioa.     BraJJha-w  h  epifi,  iib.  d§  J^'f\f- 
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here,  and  fo  whether  St  be  imputed  as  any  part  of  our  righteouf* 
nefi.  It  is  confdied,  that  fcripture  moft  frequently  mentions  his 
paffive  sObedience^  as  that  which  made  the  atonement,  and  pro- 
cures our  l^emption,  Matth.  icx.  28.  and  xxvi.  28.  Rom.  iii»  24^ 
25.  and  elfewhere  :  but  his  paflive  obedience  is  never  mentioned 
exdufively,  as  the  fole  caulCi  or  matter  of  fatisfaftion.  But  in 
thofe  phures  where  it  is  mentioned  by  itfelf,  it  is  put  for  his  whole 
obedience,  both  active  and  paffiv^,  by  an  ufual  trope  $  and  in  other 
fcriptures  it  b  afcribed  to  both,  as  Gal.  iv.  4.  he  is  faid,  <<  to  be 
«  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law.^  Now 
his  being  <'  made  under  the  laV  to  this  end,  cannot  be  reftrain- 
ed  to  his  fubje^tion  to  the  curfe  of  the  law  only,  but  to  the  com* 
mands  of  it  alib*  So  Rom.  v.  19.  <<  As  by  one  man's  difobedience^ 
«  many,  were  made  finners ;  fo  by  the  obedience  of  one,  fliall 
**  many  be  made  righteous."  It  were  a  manifeft  injury  to  this 
text  alfo,  to  reftrain  it  to  the  *  paffive  obedience  of  Chrift  only. 
To  be  fliort,  this  twofold  obedience  of  Chrift,  ftands  oppofed  to  a 
twofold  obl^ation.  that  fallen  man  is  under ;  the  one  to  do  what 
God  requires,  the  other  toftrjfer  what  he  hath  threatened  for  diC- 
obedience.  We  owe  him  aftive  obedience  as  his  creatures^  and  pai&ve 
obedience  as  his  prifoners.  Suitably  to  his  double  obligation,  Chrift 
comes  under  the  commandtmnt  of  the  law,  to  fulfil  it  aftivcly^ 
Matth.  ill.  15.  and  under  the  malediBion  of  the  law,  to  fatisfy  it 
paffively.  And  whereas  it  is  objefted  by  fome,  if  he  fulfilled  the 
whole  law  for  us  by  his  aAive,  what  need  then  of  his  paffive  obe- 
dience ?  We  reply,  great  need ;  beeaufe  both  thefe  make  up  that 
one,  entire,  and  complete  obedience,  by  which  God  is  fatisficd, 
and  we  juftified.  It  is  a  good  rule  of  Alfted,  obedientia  Chri/li  ejl 
una  copulativa;  the  whole  obedience  of  Chrift,  both  a£tive  and 
paffive,  make  up  one  intire  perfciJl  obedience ;  and  therefore  there 
h  no  reafon  why  one  particle,  either  of  the  one,  or  of  the  other> 
ihould  be  excluded. 

5.  The  eiFeft  and  fruit  of  this  his  fatisfa£Uon,  is  our  freedom, 
ranfom,  or  deliverance  from  the  vn-ath  and  curie  due  to  us  for  our 
fins.  Such  was  the  dignity,  value,  and  completenefs  of  Chrift's 
fatisfa£lionf,  that  in  ftrift  juftice  it  merited  our  redemption  and 
full  deliverance  \  not  only  a  poffibility  that  we  might  be  redeemed 
and  pardoned,  but  a  right  whereby  to  be  fo,  as  the  learned  Dr 
Twifs  judicioufly  argues.     If  he  be  made  a  curfe  for  us,  we  muft 

*  There, is  a  twofold  obedience  of  Chrift,  anfwering  xnan*s  twofold. obligation 
foce  the  fall:  the  a^ive  for  the  fault  committed;  the  paffive  for  the  penalty  incuf* 
red,  or  both  the  former  anfwering  for  bo^  the  latter,     trd,  at  ahvoi» 

f  Chrift  acquired  a  right  to  give  forgivenefs  of  fins;  but  not  fuch  a  right  by  which 
merely  tbej  may  be  forgiven,  but  fuch  that,  injufiUe  they  ought  to  be  all  forgiven  to 
tho£e  for  whdm  fatisfadion  is  made  by  his  death.    See  Tw^ide  fermijf,  lib*  2. 
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then  be  redeemed  from  the  curfe,  according  to  jufticQ;  fo  the 
Qpoftle  argues,  Rom.  iii.  25,^26.  <<  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to 
<*  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his 
«  righteodhefs  for  the  t'emiffion  of  fins  that  are  p^,  through  the 
<<  forbearance  of  God ;  to  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time,  his  righte- 
<*  oufhefs,  that  God  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that 
^  believedb  in  Jefus.*'  Mark  the  defign  and  end  of  God  in  ex- 
acting fatififa^on  from  Chrift,  it  was  to  declare  his  righteoidhefs 
in  the  remii&on  of  fin  to  believers ;  and  left  we  ihould  lofe  the 
emphatical  word,  he  doubles  it,  to  dednre^  ^  fi^h  ^  rigbteoufneft. 
Every  one  can  fee  how  his  mercy  is  declared  in  remifilon :  but  ne 
would  have  us  take  notice,  that  his  juftification  of  believers  b  an 
.  aA  of^juftice  ;  and  that  God,  as  he  is  a  juft  God,  cannot  condenm 
the  believer,  fince  Chrift  hath  fatisfied  his  debts.  This  attribute 
ieems  to  be  the  main  bar  againft  remifiion  \  but  now  it  is  become 
the  very  ground  and  rcafon  why  God  remits.  O  how  comfort- 
able a  text  is  this !  Doth  Satan  or  confcience  fet  forth  thy  fin  in 
all  its  difcouraging  circumftances  and  aggravations  ?  God  hath  fet 
forth  Chrift  to  be  a  propitiation.  Muft  juftice  be  manifefted,  £1- 
tisfied  and  glorified  ?  So  it  is  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  ten  thoufand 
times  more  than  ever  it  could  in  thy  damnation.  Thus  you  have 
a  brief  account  of  the  fatisfadtion  made  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

Secondly^  We  ftiall  gather  up  all  that  hath  been  faid  to  cftabUfh 
the  truth  of  Chrift's  iatisfafUon  5  proving  the  reality  of  it,  that  it 
is  not  an  improper,  catachreftical,  fictitious  fatisfaAiont  by  divine 
acceptilation,  as  Jomehavc  very  diminutively  called  it  \  but  real,  pro- 
per, and  foil,  and  as  fuch  accepted  by  God.  For  his  blood  is  the 
blood  of  a  Surety^  Heb.  vii.  22.  who  came  under  the  fame  obligations 
of  the  law  with  us,  GaL  iv.  4.  and  though  he  had  no  fin  of  his  own, 
yet  ftanding  before  God  as  our  Surety,  the  iniquities  of  us  all 
were  laid  upon  hiin,  Ifa.  liii.  6.  and  from  him  did  the  Lord^  with 
great  fcverity,  cxaft  fatisfadlion  for  our  fins,  Rom.  viii.  32.  puniih 
them  upon  his  foul,  Matth.  xxvii.  46.  and  upon  his  body,  A£h  ii. 
23.  and  with  this  obedience  of  his  Son,  is  folly  plealed  and  fati£- 
fied,  Eph.  V.  2.  and  hath  in  token  thereof  railed  him  fit)m  the 
dead,  and  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand,  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  and  for 
his  rightcoufnefs-fake  acquitted  and  difcharged  believers,  who  fhall 
never  more  come  into  condemnation,  Rom.  viii.  i,  34.  All  this 
is  plain  in  ftripture ;  and  our  faith  in  the  fatis&dtion  of  Chrift,  is. 
not  built  on  "the  wifiLom  of  man,  but  the  everlafting  fealed  truth 
of  God :  yet  fiich  is  the  perverfe  nature  of  man,  and  the  pride  of 
his  heart,  that  whilft  he  fliould  be  humbly  adoring  the  grace  of 
God,  in  providing  fuch  a  Surety  for  us,  he  is  found  accufing  the 
juftice,  and  diminilhing  the  mercy  of  God,  and  raiCng  all  the  ob- 
jeftions  vliich  Satan  and  his  own  heart  can  invent,  to  overturn 
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that  blefled  foundation  upon  which  God  hath  built  up  his  own  ho- 
nour, and  his  people's  lalvation. 

Thirdly  J  In,  the  next  place,  therefore,  we  ihall  rejeft  thofe  doc- 
trines, and  remove  the  principal  of  thoie  obje^ons  that  are  found 
militating  againft  the  fatlsfaAion  of  Chrifl. 

And,  in  the  firft  place,  we  rejeft  with  deep  abhorrence  that 
doftrine,  which  aicribes  to  man  any  power,  in  whole,  or  in  part^ 
to  fatisfy  God  for  his  own,  or  other  men's  fins.  This,  no  mere 
creature  can  do  by  aftive  obedience,  were  it  fo  complete  that  he 
could  never  fin  in  bought,  word,  or  deed,  any  more,  but  live  the 
moft  holy  life  Aal  ever  any  lived :  for  all  this  would  be  no  more 
than  his  duty  as  a  creature,  Luke  xvii.  10.  and  fo  can  be  no  fatis- 
faftion  for  what  he  is  by  nature,  or  hath  done  againft  God  as  a 
finner.  Nor  yet  by  fuffering ;  for  we  have  offended  an  infinite 
God,  andean  never  fatisfy  him  by  our  finite  fufl^rings. 

We  alfo,  with  like  deteftation,  rejeft  that  doftrine  which 
makes  the  fatisfaftion  of  Chrlft  either  impofiible,  or  fiftitious,  and 
inconfiftent  with  grace,  in  the  free  pardon  of  fin.  Many  are  the 
cavils  raiied  againft  Chrift's  fatisfaftion ;  the  prindpal  are  fuch  as 
thefe  that  follow : 

Objeft.  The  doBrine  of  Chri/fs  fatisfoBion  is  abfurdy  for  Chrifl 
(fay  we)  is  Got! ;  if  fo  then^  God  fatisfies  himfelf  than  which  nvhat 
iCan  be  more  abfurd  to  imagine  ? 

Sol.  I  aniwer,  God  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  fatisfy  himlclf ; 
for  that  would  be  the  fame  tUng  as  to  pardon,  fimply,  without 
any  fatisfaftion.  But  there  is  a  twofold  confideraticm  of  Chrift  ;* 
one  in  refpeft  of  his  Effence  and  Divine  Nature,  in  which  fenfe 
he  is  the  objeft  both  of  the  offence,  and  of  the  fatisfaftion  made 
for  it.  Another  in  refpeft  of  his  perfon  and  oeconomy,  or  office; 
in  which  fenfe  he  properly  fatisfies  God,  being  in  refpeft  of  lus 
manhood  another,  and  inferior  to  God,  John  xiv.  28.  The  blood 
of  the  man  Chrifi  Jefus  is  the  matter  of  the  fatiafii£Kon  ;  the  Di- 
vine Nature  dignifies  it,  and  makes  it  of  infinite  valuef .  A  cer- 
taun  family  hath  committed  treafon  againft  tlie  king,  and  are  all 
under  the  condemnation  of  the  law  for  it  5  the  king's  fon  moved 
with  pity  and  love,  refolves  to  fatisfy  the  law^  and  yet  fave  the  fii- 
mily ;  in  order  whereunto  he  marries  a  daughter  of  the  family, 
whereby  her  blood  becomes  royal  blood,  and  worth  the  blood  of 
the  whole  family  whence  fhe  fprang  5  this  princefs  is  by  her  huf^ 
1  '  "    '■ 

*  It  is  one  thiog  to  treat  of  Chrift's  divinity  according  to  its  nature,  confidered 
aStm^dy  by  itfelf :  another  thing  to  treat  of  it  as  in  his  perfon.     TreUat, 

f  Chrifty  according  to  his  divine  nature,  is  one  with  God;  as  man  he  i^  one  with 
as :  on  the  other  part,  as  God,  he  is  at  a  diflance  from  us :  as  niaD>  or  by  voluo- 
tary  oconomy,  at  a  diftance  from  God.  Idem  ibid,  Ses  JDaven.  w  Cel,  \oy  ati4 
€mmtfm,  p.  361. 
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band  executed  in  the  room  of  the  reft.  In  this  cafe  the  king 
fatisfies  not  himfclf  for  the  \vrongy  but  is  fatisfied  by  the  death  of 
another,  equivalent  in  worth  to  the  blood  of  them  all.  This 
limilitude  anfwers  !not  to  all  the  particularsi  as  indeed  nothing  in 
nature  doth,  or  can  j  but  it  only  fhews  what  it  was  that  fatisfied 
God,  and  how  it  became  fo  fatisfaAory^. 

Objeft.  If  Chri/l  fatisfied  hy  paying  our  deity  iheti  he  fbould  have 
endured  eternal  torments  ;  forfo  wefhottldy  arid  the  damned fbalL 

Sol,  We  muft  diftingqifh  betwixt  what  is  ejentia/y  and  what  is 
eu:cidental  in  punifhment.  The  primary  intent  of  the  law  is  repa- 
ration and  fatisfadtion ;  he  that  can  make  it  at  one  intire  payment 
(as  Chrift  could  and  did)  ought  to  be  difchargcd.  He  that  caimot 
(as  no  mere  creature  can)  ought  to  lie  for  ever,  as  the  damned  do, 
imder  fufierings. 

Objeft.  If  God  will  ie  fatisfied  for  our  fins  hefore  he  pardon  theniy 
hovf  then  is  pardon  an  aSi  of  grace  ? 

Sol.  Pardon  could  not  bean  aft  of  pure  grace,  if  God  received 
(atisfadtion  from  us  ;  but  if  he  pardon  us  upon  the  fatisfadion  re- 
ceived from  Chrift,  though  it  be  of  debt  to  him,  it  is  of  grace  to 
us :  for  it  was  grace  to  admit  a  Surety  to  fatisfy,  more  grace  to 
provide  him,  and  moft  of  all  to  apply  his  latisfaftion  to  us,  by 
uniting  us  to  Chrift,  as  he  hath  done. 

Objeft.  J?wf  God  loved  us  before  Chrift  died  for  us  ;  for  it  was  the 
love  of  God  to  the  ivorld  that  moved  him  to  give  his  only^begtMen  Sort. 
Could  God  love  us,  and  yet  not  be  reconciled  and  fatisfied  P 

SoL  God's  complacent  love  is  indeed  inconiiftent  with  an  unre- 
conciled ftate  :  He  is  reconciled  to  every  one  he  fo  loves.  .  But  his 
benevolent  love,  confifting  in  his  purpofe  of  good,  may  be  before 
aftual  reconciliation  and  fatisfadVion. 

Objeft.  Temporal  death,  as  well  as  eternal,  is  a*  part  of  the  curfe^ 
if  Chrift  have  fully  fatisfied  by  bearing  the  curfe  for  us,  how  is  it,  that 
thofefor  whom  he  bare  it,  die  as  well  as  others  ? 

Sol.  As  temporal  death  is  tl penal  evil,  and  part  of  the  curfe,  fo 
God  inflifts  it  not  upon  believers  \  but  they  niuft  die  for  other 
ends,  viz.  to  be  made  perfeclly  happy  in  a  more  full  and  immediate 
enjoyment  of  God,  than  they  can  have  in  the  body :  and  fo,  death 
is  theirs  by  way  of  privilege,  i  Cor.  iii.  22.  They  are  not  deaths  hy 
way  of  punifliment.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  all  the  affliftions 
with  which  God,  for  gracious  ends,  now  exercifes  his  reconciled 
ones.     Thus  mucli  may  fuffice  to  eftablifli  this  great  truth. 

Inference  i .  If  the  death  of  Chrift  was  that  which  fatisfied  God 

for  all  the  fins  of  the  cleft,  then  certainly  there  is  an  infinite  evil  in 

fin,  ftnce  it  cannot  be  expiated,  but   by  an  infinite  fatisfaSion.     Fools 

make  a  mock  at  fin,  and  there  are  but  few  fouls  in  the  world  that 

are  duly  fenfible  of,  r.nd  afFcfted  with  its  evil ;  but  certainly,  if  God 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S^RM.  XIV.  The  Fountjm  of  Life.  185- 

fhould  damn  thee  to  all  ctdrnity,  thy  eternal  fuflferings  could  not 
iatisfy  for  the  evil  that  is  in  one  vain  thought.*  It  may  be  you 
may  think  this  b  harfh  and  fcvere,  that  God  (hould  hold  his  crea- 
tures under  everlafting  fufierings  for  fin,  and  never  be  fatisfied 
with  them  any  more.  But  when  you  have  well  confidered,  that 
the  objeft  againft  whom  you  fin,  is  the  infinite  blefled  God,  which 
derives  an  infinite  evil  to  the  fin  committed  againfi:  him  \  and 
when  you  confider  how  God  dealt  with  the  angels  that  fell,  for 
one  fin,  and  that  but  of  the  mind ;  (for  having  no  bodily  organs, 
they  could  commit  nothing  externally  againfl:  God :)  yOu  will  alter 
your  minds  about  it.  O  the  depth  of  the  evil  of  fin !  If  ever  you 
will  fee  how  great  and  horrid  an  evil  fin  is,  meafure  it  in  your 
thoughts,  either  by  the, infinite  holinefs  and  excellency  of  God, 
who  is  wrong'd  by  it  j  or  by  the  infinite  fufierings  of  Chrift,  who 
died  to  fatisfy  for  it  j  and  then  you  will  have  deeper  apprchcnfiona 
of  the  evil  of  fin. 

Inf.  2.  If  the  death  of  Chrift  fatisfied  God,  and  thereby  re- 
deemed the  eledt  from  the  curie :  then  the  redemption  of  fouls  is  coft^ 
ly  s  fouls  are  dear  things,  and  of  great  value  with  God.  «<  Ye 
«  know,  (fays  the  apoftle,)  that  ye  were  not  redeemed  with  cor- 
*«  ruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  converfittion, 
«  received  by  tradition ;  but  with  the  precious  blood  bf  the  Son  of 
^  God,  as  of  a  lamb  without  fpot,*'  i  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  Only  the 
blood  of  God  is  found  an  equivalent  price  for  the  redemption  of 
fouls.  Gold  and  filver  may  redeem  from  Turkifli,  but  not  from 
hellifh  bondage.  The  whole  creation  fold  to  the  utmoft  worth  of 
it,  b  not  a  value  for  the  redemption  of  one  fouL  Souk  are  very 
dear ;  he  that  paid  for  tliem  found  them  fo  :  yet  how  cheaply  do 
finners  fell  their  fouls,  as  if  they  were  but  low  priced  commodities ! 
but  you  that  fell  your  fouls  cheap,  will  buy  repentance  dear. 

Iff.  3.  If  Chrift's  death  fatbfied  God  for  our  fins,  how  unparal-^ 
kled  is  the  hue  of  Chrift  to  poorjinners  !  It  is  much  to  pay  a  pecuni- 
ary debt  to  free  another,  but  who  will  pay  his  own  blood  for  ano- 
^  ther  i  We  have  a  noted  inftance  of  f  Zaleucus,  that  famous  Lo- 
C(g   crenfian  lawgiver,  who  decreed,  that  whocvei:  was  conviftcd  of 
^   adultery,  flxould  have  both  his  eyes  put  out.     It  fo  fell  out,  that 
hb  own  Son  was  brought  before  him  for  that  crime :  hereupon  the 
Vol.  I.  A  a 

*  By  this  death  of  Chrift  we  are  greatly  excited  both  to  caution,  and  to  detef- 
ntioa  of  fin.  For  it  muft  fnrely  be  a  deadly  evil  which  could  not  be  otherwifs 
cured  than  by  Chrift's  death.  What  man  therefore,  leriouily  confidering  that  hi» 
iSns  were  no  other  way  expiated  than  by  the  blood  of  the  very  Son  of  God,  will  not 
crenkbie  at  the  thoughts  of  trampling,  as  it  were,  on  that  moft  precious  blood  by 
AaOf  iianixig  ?  Dmvtm,  on  Col  chap.  L  vcr.  oo. 

f  Vakrins,  book  vl  chap.  j. 
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people  intfrpofi&gy  mode  fuit  for  his  pardon.  At  length  the  fa- 
ther, partly  overcome  by  their  importunities,  and  not  unwilling  to 
fhew  what  lawful  favour  he  might  to  his  fon,  he  firft  put  out  one 
of  his  own  eyes,  and  then  one  of  his  fon's  5  and  fo  fliewed  himfelf 
both  a  mi84*ciful  father,  and  ajuft  lawgiver;  fo  tempering  mcrqf 
with  juftice,  that  both  the  law  was  fatisfied,  and  his  fon  fpared* 
Thi^  is  written  by  the  Hiftorian  as  an  inftance  of  Angular  love  in 
lus  father,  to  pay  one  half  of  the  penalty  for  his  fon.  But  Chrtft 
did  not  divide,  and  fhare  m  the  penalty  with  us,  but  bare  it  all; 
Zaleucm  did  it  for  his  fon,  who  was  dear  to  liim  ;  Chrift  did  it 
for  enemies,  that  were  fighting  and  rebelling  againft  him :  Rom. 
"vTS.  "  While  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift  died  for  us."  "  O 
<<  would  to  God.  (faid  a  holy  one)  I  could  caufe  paper  and  ink  to 
*^  fpeak  the  worth  and  excellency,  the  high  and  loud  pralfes  of  our 
«f  Brother  ranfomer  !  O  the  ranfomcr  needs  not  my  report ;  but 
««  O  if  he  would  take  it,  and  make  ufe  of  it !  1  (hould  be  happy 
«  if  I  had  an  errant!  to  this  world  but  for  fome  few  years,  to  fpread 
««  proclamations,  and  out-cries,  and  love-letters  of  the  highnefs 
*«  [the  lughnefs  evermore]  of  the  ranfomer,  whofe  clothes  were 
«<  wet,  and  dyed  in  blood  5  howbeit,  that  after  that,  my  foul  and 
*«  body  fhould  go  back  to  their  mother  nc:hing." 

Inf.  4^  If  Chrift,  by  dyi9g,  hath  made  full  iktisfaAion,  then  God 
is  no  loftr  in  pardoning  the  great ffi  of  fnners  tlnit  believe  in  J^fus  ; 
and  confeqwfuiy  his  juftice  can  be  no  bat  to  their  juftifcation  andjalva^ 
tion.  He  is  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  i  John  i.  9.  What  an 
argument  is  here  for  a  poor  believer  to  plead  with  God !  Lord,  if 
thou  fave  me  by  Jefus  Chrift,  thy  juftice  vnll  be  fii^ly  fatisfied  at 
one  full  payment ;  but  if  thou  damn  me,  and  require  fatisfaAion 
at  my  hands,  thou  canft  never  receive  it :  I  f hall  make  but  a  drib- 
bling payment,  though  I  lie  in  hell  to  eternity,  and  fhall  fHU  be 
i«ifinitely  behind  with  thee.  Is  it  not  more  for  thy  glory  to  receive 
it  from  Chrift's  hand,  than  to  require  it  at  mine  f^  One  drop  of  his 
bkxxl  is  more  worth  than  all  my  polluted  blood.  O  how  fatisfr- 
ing  a  thing  is  this  to  the  confcience  of  a  poor  finner  that  is  objetb- 
ing  the  multitude,  aggravations,  and  amazing  circumftances,  of 
his  fins,  againft  the  pofllbility  of  their  being  pardoned  !  Can  fuch  a 
finner  as  1  be  forgiven  ?  Yes,  if  thou  bclievcft  in  Jefus,  thou  may- 
eft  i  for  fo  God  will  lofe  nothing  in  pardoning  the  greateft  tranf- 
grefibrs :  «  Let  Ifrael  hope  in  the  Lord  j  for  with  the  Lord  there 
'«  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is  plenteous  redemption,"  Pfal.  cxxx.  7. 
1,  e.  a  large  ftock  of  merit  lying  by  him  in-the  blood  of  Chrift,  to 
pay  him  for  all  that  you  have  done  againft  him. 

Inf  5.  Laftly,  If  Chrift  haih  made  fuch  a  full  fatisfaftion  as  you 
have  heard,  Hov;  mucf>  is  it  the  concernment  ^  every  fouly  to  abandon 
Mil  thoughts  offatisfying  God  for  his  civn  ftns^  nnd  ietaie  himfelf  to  ike 
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blood  ofChrifl\  the  ranfomer^  byfaithy  that  in  that  blood  they  may  be 
pardoned  ?  It  would  grieve  one's  heart  to  fee  how  many  poor  crea- 
tvires  are  drudging  and  tugging  at  a  talk  of  repentance,  and  rc- 
veng©  upon  themfelves,  and  reformation,  and  obedience,  tb  fatisfy 
God  for  what  they  have  done  againft  him :  And  alas  !  it  cannot; 
be,  they  do  but  lofe  their  labour ;  could  they  fwelter  their  very 
hearts  out,  weep  till  they  can  weep  no  more,  cry  till  their  throats 
be  parched,  alas,  th^y  can  never  recompence  God  for  one  vaio 
thought ;  for  fuch  is  the  feverity  of  the  law,  that  when  it  is  once 
offended,  it  will  never  be  made  amends  again  by  all  that  we  can 
do;  it  will  not  difcharge  the  finner,  for  all  the  forrow  in  the  world. 
Indeed,  if  a  man  be  in  Chrift,  forrow  for  fin  is  fomething,  knd 
renewed  obedience  is  fomething ;  God  looks  upon  them  favoura- 
bly, and  accepts  them  gracioufly  in  Chrift :  but  out  of  him  they 
lignify  no  more  than  the  intrdaties  and  cries  of  a  condemned  male- 
£i£tar,  to  reverfe  the  legal  fentencc  of  the  judge.     You  may  toil 
all  the  days  of  your  life,  and  at  night  go  to  bed  without  a  candle. 
To  that  fenfe  that  fcripture  founds,  Ifa.  1.  11.  "  Behold,  all  ye 
.  <<  that  kindle  a  fire,  that  compafs  yourfclves  about  with  fparks  5 
'«  walk  in  the  light  of  your  fire,  and  in  the  fparks  that  you  have 
*«  -kindled :  This  flxall  ye  have  of  mme  hand,  ye  (hall  lie  down  in 
«  forrow.      By  fire^  and  the  light  of  it,  fome  underftand  the 
Iparkling  pleafures  of  this  life,  and  the  fenfitive  joys  of  the  crea- 
tures :  but  generally  it  is  taken  for  our  own  natural  righteoufnefs, 
and  all  a£b  of  duties,  in  order  to  our  juftification  by  them  before 
God.     And  fo  it  ftands  appofed  to  that  faith  of  recumbency  fpoken 
of  in  the  verfe  before.     By  Xhcircompajftngthemfrues  about 'with  th^e 
fparh^  underftand  their  dependance  on  theft  their  duties,  and 
glorying  in  them.     But  fee  the  fatal  iflue,  Xe  Pall  lie  down  in 
forrow^  that  ihaU  be  your  recompence  from  the  hand  of  the  LcMrd  j 
that  is  all  the  thanlui  and  reward  you  muft  expeft  from  him,  for 
flighting  Chrift's,  and  preferring  your  own  righteoufnefs  before 
his.     Reader,  be  convinced,  that  one  aft  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Je- 
fiis  pleafes  God  more  than  all  the  obe'dience,  repentance,  and  ftri- 
vings  tq  obey  the  law,  through  thy  whole  life,  c^do.     And  thus 
you  have  the  firft  fpecial  fruits  of  Chrift's  priefthpod,  in  the  full 
iatisia^on  of  God^  for  all  the  fins  of  believers. 
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SERMON  XV. 

Of  the  blefled  Inheritance  purchafed  by  the  Oblation  of  Chrift^ 
being  the  fecond  Effcft  or  Fruit  of  his  Pri^jfthppd^ 

Gal.  iv.  4,  J. 

Bui  tuhen  thefulnefs  of  time  was  come^  Godfenf  forth  his  Son,  marffi 
of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under 
the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  fotis^ 

THIS  fcripture  gives  us  an  accpunt  of  a  double  fruit  of  Chrift's 
death,  viz.  the  payment  pf  our  debt,  and  the  purch^e  of  ' 
our  inheritance, 

1.  The  payment  of  our  debt,  ex{>reflcd  by;our  redemption,  or 
buying  us  out  from  the  obligation  and  curfe  of  the  law,  which 
hath  been  difcourfed  in  the  laft  exercife. 

2,  The  purchafe  of  an  inheritance  for  thofe  redeemed  ones,  cx- 
preiled  here  by  their  receiving  the  adoption  of  fans ;  which  is  to. 
be  our  prefent  fubjeft,  Adoption  is  cither  «iw7,  or  divine^  Of  the 
firft,  the  civil  law  gives  this  definition :  that  it  is, 

«  ^'  A  lawful  aft,  an  imitation  of  nature,  invented  for  the  com- 
<«  fort  qf  them  that  have  no  childrqi  of  their  own.  Divine  adop- 
<<  tion  is  that  fpecial  benefit  whereby  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  ac- 
^«  ccpteth  us  as  fons,  and  in?ikes  us  heirs  of  eternal  life  withUm.'* 

f  Betwixt  this  civil  and  facred  adoption,  thore  is  a  twofold  agree- 
ment, and  difagreement.  They  agree  in  this,  that  both  flow  from  the 
pleafure  and  good-will  of  the  adoptant ;  and  in  this,  that  both  confer 
Z  right  to  privilegtt,  which  we  have  not  by  nature :  but  in  this  they 
differ,  one  is  an  acl  imitating  nature,  the  other  tranicends  nature; 
the  one  wa^  found  out  for  the  conifort  of  them  that  had  no  chil- 
dren \  the  other  for  the  comfort  of  them  ths^t  had  no  father. 
This  divine  adoption  is,  in  fcripture,  either  taken  properly  for  that 
eft  or  fentence  of  God,  by  which  we  are  made  fons,  or  for  the 
privileges  with  which  the  adopted  are  inverted :  and  fo  it  is  taken 
Rom.  viii.  23.  and  in  this  fcripture  now  before  us.  We  lofl  our 
inheritance  by  the  fall  of  Adam  j  we  yeceiye  it^  as  the  text  ipeaks, 
by  the  death  of  Chrifl,  which  reftores  it  again  to  us  by  a  new  and 
better  title.     The  do<S^ine  hence,  is  this, 

'.  'i 

•  Adopth  eji  affu4  legitimus,  imitant  naturam,  repertut  ad  cwtm  fiUtham^  fui  Hier^s 
HM  baSetO,  AdopiU  eft  benefieium,  quo  Mot  Dcut  propter  Cbrtftum  hjlht  reapit,  €t  /aci$ 
0ot  eum  Ipfi  hsredet '  wU  ^terita,     Ravanel. 

f  Here  therefore  adoption  in  taken  (a«  redemption  is  in  Rom.  iii.  %$,)  foradtu4 
pofleffion.  For  as,  at  the  laft  day,  we  will  perceive  the  fruit  of  our  redemption, 
19  liow  we  perc^ive„  &p     Cahh  w  ibis  place. 
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Doft.  That  the  difdth  0/  Jefus  Chrijl  hath  not  only  fatisfied  far  our 
debtff  but  over  and  above  purchafed  a  rich  inheritance  for  the 
children  of  God. 

«  For  this  cncj,  or  caufc,  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  New  Tcfta- 
^<  ment ;  that,  \sj  means  of  death,  for  the  redemption  of  the 
«  tranfgreffions  that  were  under  the  firft  l*eftament,  they  which 
<<  are  c^d>  mi^t  receive  the  promife  of  the  eternal  inheritance^'^ 
Heb.ix.  15. 

We  wiU  here,  Firfl^  See  what  Chrift  paid,  Secondly^  What  ht 
lyorchafed.     Thirdly^  For  whom. 

Firfiy  What  Chrift  paid.  Our  *  divines  cotoprife  the  virtue  and 
Sroits  of  the  priefthood  of  Chrift  in  thefe  two  things,  viz.  Solutio 
Jditiy  el  acquifitio  hareditatis^  payment  and  purchafe.  Anfwerably^ 
the  obedience  of  Chrift  hath  a  double  relation,  relatio  legalisju/H^ 
ttjtf  the  relation  of  a  legal  righteoufnefs ;  and  adequate  and  ex<- 
»EAj  proportioned  price.  And  it  hath  alfo  in  it  ratio  fuperUgalis 
/neriti^  the  relation  of  a  merit  over  and  beyond  the  law. 

To  objed  (as  fomc  do)  «  f  the  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift  was  more 
^  .than  fufficient,'*  according  to  our  do£hine,  «  and  therefore 
«  fiOiaUL  not  be  intended  for  the  payment  of  our  debt,"  is  a  fenfe- 
lc&  cavil.  For  furely,  if  Chrift  paid  more  than  tvas  owing,  he 
muft  needs  pay  all  that  was  owing  to  divine  Jui^ce.  And  truly  it 
is  &ut  a  bad  requital  of  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who,  beiide  the 
payment  of  what  he  owed,  would  manifeft  his  bounty  by  the  redun- 
dancy of  his  merit,  which  he  paid  to  God  lo  purchafe  a  blefled  in- 
heritance for  U9*  This  overplus  of  fatisfaction  (which  was  the 
fxrice  of  that  inheritai^e  I  am  now  to  open)  is  not  obfcurely  hint- 
jed>  but  plainly  exprefled  twice  in  Rom.  v.  15.  <<  But  not  as  the 
<<  offence,  fo  alio  is  the  free  gift :  for  if  through  the  offence  of 
<<  one  many  be  dead,  tvoXKu  /*«xxoy,  much  more  the  grace  of  God, 
"  and  the  gift  of  grace,  which  is  by  one  man,  Jefus  Chrift^ 
f*  rrtft^fftiffftf  hath  abounded  or  flowed  abundantly  unto  many." 
So  ver.  17.  "  For  if  by  one  man's  of&nce,  death  reigned  by  one 
^*  TToTiXu  fjui^jiovf  a>uch  more  they  which  receive  mf  xtftenruM,  thp 
f*  overflowings,  or  abundance  of  grace,  and  of  the  ph  of  righte- 
^  oufnefs,  ftiall  reign  in  life  by  one,  Jefus  Chrift."  In  both^ 
which  places  Chrift  and  Adam  are  compared  as  the  two  roots  or 
common  heads  of  mankind,  both  agreeing  in  this  property  of 
communicating  their  c9nditions  to  thofe  that  arc  theirs ;  yet  there 

•  Parker  de  dcfccnfu  L  3.  p.  79.       Dr  Reynolds  on  PfaL  ex.      Cameron,   p. 

f  Satiifaaio  Cbrijli  /kit  plus  qwam  fuffieiensy  non  [^itur,  ex  dehitOy  non  ex  tiligato. 
Fevard.  dialog.  5.  p..  38a. 

I  Dutch  Annotations  on  this  place^    Deodat.  on  this  place. 
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u  a  great  deA  of  dlfierence  betwixt  them  ;  for  in  Chrift  the  pow- 
er is  all  divine,  and  therefoi;e  infinitely  more  aftive  and  efieAual : 
He  communicates  abundantly  more  to  his,  than  they  loft  in 
Adam ;  fo  that  his'  blood  is  not  only  fufficient  to  redeem  all  thoie  < 
that  are  aftually  redeemed  by  it,  but  even  the  whole  world  alio. 
And  were  there  fo  many  worlds  of  men  as  there  are  men  in  the 
world,  it  would  be  lufficient  for  them  aUb ;  and  yet  ftiU  there 
would  be-  an  overplus  of  value :  for  aU  thofe  worldrof  men  would 
rife  but  to  a  finite  bulk ;  but  this  blood  is  infinite  in  its  worth  and 
dignity.  Since  then  there  is  not  a  whole  world,  no>  not 'half, 
but  the  far  lefs  part  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  which  was 
fuiGcient  for  fo  many;  great  muft  be  the  furplufage  and  re- 
dundancy of  merit  ?  Here  our  divines  rightly  diftinguifli  betwixt 
the/uMancf  and  accidents  oi  Chrift's  deadi  and  obedience.  Gon- 
-fider  Chrift's  fuffering,  as  to  the  fubftance  of  it,  it  was  no  more 
than  what  the  •  law  required  5  for,  neither  the  juftice,  nor  love  of 
the  Father  would  permit  that  Chrift  fhould  fufi^  mor^  than  what 
was  necefTary  for  him  to  bear,  as  our  Surety ;  but,  as  to  the  dr- 
cumftances,  the  perfon  of  the  fufierer,  the  caufe  and  efficacy  of 
his  fufiferings,  {5V.  it  was  much  more  than  fufficient :  zfuperlegak 
fneritufftf  a  merit  above  and  beyond  what  the  law  required ;  for^ 
though  the  law  required  the  death  of  the  finner,  who  is  but  a 
.  poor  contemptibly  creatiu*e,  it  did  not  require  that  one,  perfcftly 
innocent,  ftiould  di<|  \  it  did  not  require  that  God  fhould  ^hed  hn^ 
blood  ;  it  did  not  require  blood  of  fuch  value  and  worth  as  this. 
was.  {  fay,  none  of  this  the  law  required,,  though  God  was 
pleaied,  for  the  advancement  and  manifeftation  of  I^  juflke  and 
xner^y  in  the  higheft,  to  admit,  and  order  this,  by  way  of  com-« 
mutation,  admitting  him  to  be  our  am4^vx^,  or  ranfomer,  by  dy- 
ing for,  us.  And,  indeed,  it  was  a  moft  gracious  relaxation  of 
the  lawf,  that  admitted  of  fuch  a  commutati()n  as  this ;  for  hereby 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  juftice  is  fiilly  fatisiSed*  and  yet  we  live  and 
are  faved ;  which,  before,  was' a  thing  that  could  not  be  imagined^ 
Yea,  now  we  are  not  only  redeemed  from  wrath,  by  the  adc^ 
quate  compenfation  made  for  our  fins  by  Chrift's- blood  and  foffer ; 
ings,  fubftantially  confidered  3  but  entitled  to  a  moft  glorious  inhe«« 
ritance,  purchafed  by  his  blood,  confidered  as  the  blood  of  an 
innocent,  as  the  blood  of  God,  and  therefore  as  moft  excellent 
and  efficacious  blood,  above  what  the  law  demanded.     And  this 


*  ^u«aJJiiiflantiam  pttna  mibilplut  fcrptfut  e/i  Chri/hj  quam  ^od  per  legem  debebatvr: 
fttoad  cireumfiaatias  autem,  patientU  perfomamy  paSiendi  CMffam%.  p^tfffonU  efficaciam^  pbt9 
quamfufficuttt  fatijfaBio  Cbrijii  a  nobus  dicitur,     Parker  dc  delccnfu,  1.   8. 

f  I'hcy  who  have  written  of  the  relaxation  of  laws,  obferve,  that  ^cfe  are  the 
beli  relaxations  to  which  is  annexed  commutation  [or  compen&tion].  Cr§tius  m 
falh/a£ihti,  chap.  ^, 
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is  the  meaning  of  Athanafius,  when  he  faith,  <<  *  That  Chrift  r&- 
<'  compenfed,  or  made  amends  for  fmall  things  with  great  r^'  he 
means  not,  that  fin,  confidered  abfolutely,  and  in  itfelf,  is  imall ; 
O  no,  but  compared  with  Chrift's  blood,  and  the  infinite  excel- 
knqr  and  worth  of  it,  it  is*  fb«  And  f  Chryibftom,  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  <'  Chrift  piid  much  more  (faith  he)  than  we  ontred,  and 
<<  ib  much  more,  as  the  immenfe  ocean  is  more  than  a  fmall  drop.** 
So  that  it  was  rightly  determined  by  holy  Anfelm :  <«  No  man 
<<  (faith  he)  can  pay  to  God  what  he  owes  him  \  Chrift  only  paid 
««  more  than  he  owisd  him."  By  this  you  ice,  how  rich  a  treafiire 
lies  in  Chrift,  to  beftow  in  a  purchafe  for  us,  above  what  he  paid 
to  redeem  us;  even  as  much  as  his  foul  and  body  \^ere  more  worth 
than  ours,  for  whom  it  was  facrificed  \  which  is  fo  great  a  fum, 
that  all  the  angels  in  heaven,  and  men  on  earth,  can  oever  com- 
pute and  fum  up,  fo  as  to  fhew  us  the  total  of  it.  And  this  was 
that  inexhauftible  treafure  that  Chrift  expended,  to  procure  and 
purchafe  the  faircft  inheritance  for  believers.  Having  feen  the 
treafure  that  purchafed,  let  us  next  enquire  into  the  inheritance 
purchafed  by  it. 

Secondly^  This  inheritance  is  fo  large,  that  it  cannot  be  furveyed 
by  creatures ;  nor  can  the  boundaries  and  limits  thereof  be  des- 
cribed, for  it  comprehends  all  things  j  i  Cor.  iiL  aaj.  "  All  is 
^  youris,  ye  are  Chrift^s,  and  Chrift  is  God's."  Rev.  xxi.  7. 
«  He  that  overcomes  fhall  inherit  all  things."  And  yet  I  do  not 
think,  or  fay,  that  Demimum  fundatur  in  gratia^  that  temporal  do- 
numion  is  fbmided  in  grace :  no,  that  is  at  the  caft  and  difpofal  of 
Providence.  But  Cluift,  by  his  death,  hath  reftored  a  right  to 
an  things  to  his  people. 

Bu^  to  be  more  particular,  I  ihall  diftribute  the  faints  inheri- 
tance, purchafed  by  CSrifi,  into  three  beads ;  all  temporal  good 
things,  all  Jpiritml  good  things,  and  all  Uemal  good  things  arc 
theirs. 

I.  All  temporal  good  things,  i  Tim.  vi.  7.  ^<  He  hath  given  us 
^  all  things  richly  to  oijoy  §."  Not  that,  they  have  the  poffeffion^ 
but  the  comfort  and  bettefit  oi  all  thhigs :  others  have  the  fting, 
gall,  wormwood,  baits  and  ihares  of  the  creature;  faints  only 
haVe  the  bleffing  and  comfort  of  it.    So  that  this  little  that  a 

♦  Cbr^wm  parva  magnh penfajfe,     AthanaH  de  pafiione  et^ruoe.  ^       \ 

augtam  peUgtr  exftUit  Imminfitm, 

I  The  whole  world  helongs  to  the  faithful.     Aug, 

§  Chrift  merited  for  ns  alTfnpernatural  good  things,  and  all  aids,  whether  pre- 
senting, or  fubfequent:  a&d  all  thofe  things,  though  they  are  things  extrinTical  t* 
m^  which  bear  the  relation  of  means  to  our  (alTation.  KumiU,  Anfrianf,  de  hgHt, 
Chnp.  iraUprsU^,  f*  J*  /•  ^S9* 
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righteous  man  hath^  is  (in  this  among  other  refpcfls)  better  than  thi 
treaJUres  of  many  wicked:  which  is  the  true  key  to  open  that  dark 
faying  of  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  vi.  lo.  «  As  having  norhing,  and 
«  yet  pofleiling  all  things.'*  They  only  poflefs,  others  arc  poflef- 
fed  by  the  world.  The  faints  utuntur  mundo^etfruuntur  Deoy  "ufe 
*<  the  world,  and  enjoy  God"  in  the  ule  of  it.  Others  are  deceived, 
defiled,  and  deftrpyed  by  the  world ;  but  thefe  are  refreflxed  and 
furthered  by  it. 

2..AU  fpiritual  good  things  are  purchafed by  the  blood  of  ChriAr 
for.  them ;  as  Juftificatiori,  which  comprizes-  remiflion  of  fins  and 
acceptance  of  our  perfon^  by  God:  Rom.  iii.  24.  <<  Being  juftified 
f«  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift." 
SanBification  is  ^o  purchafed  for  them;  yea,  both  initial znA  fro^ 
greffive  fanftification :  for  of  «  God,  he  is  made  unto  us,  not  only 
««  wiidom  and  righteoufncfs,  but  fanftification  alfo,"  i  Cor.  i,  30. 
Thefe  two,  viz.  ourjuftification  and  fandification,  are  two  of  the 
moft  rich  and  ihining  robes  in  the  wardrobe  of  free-gtace.  How 
glorious  and  lovely  do  they  render  the  foul  that  wears  them !  Thefe 
are  like  the  bracelets,  and  jewels  Ifaac  fent  to  Rebecca.  Adopti<^ 
into  the  family  of  God  is  purchafed  for  us  by  his  blood ;  '«  For  ye 
«'  are  all  the  cluldren  of  God  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,*'  Gal.  iii.  26. 
Chrift,  as  he  is  the  Son,  is  h^es  natusy  "  the  heir  by  nature  ;*'  as 
he  is  Mediator y  he  is  h^es  conftitutus^  «« the  heir  by  sppointment,** 
appointed  heir  of  all  things ^  as  it  is,  Heb.  i.  2.  By  the  Sonihip  of 
Chrift,  we  being  united  to  him  by  futh,  become  fons ;  and  if  fons, 
then  heirs.  «  O  what  manner  of  love  is  this,  that  we  £hould  be 
«  called  the  fons  of  God !"  i  John  iii.  i.  That  a  poor  beggar 
fhould  be  made  an  heir,  yea,  an  heir  of  God,  and  joint  heir  with 
Chrift !  Yea,  that  very  faith,  which  is  the  bond  of  union,  and 
confequently,  the  ground  of  all  our  communion  with  Chrift,  is 
the  piurchafe  of  his  blood  alfo :  2  Pet.  i.  i.  «  To  them  that  have 
«  obtained  like  precious  faith  with  us,  through  the  righteoufncfs 
*<  of  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jclus  Chrift."  This  mcrfl  precious 
grace  is  the  dear  purchafc  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  yea,  all  that 
peace  J  joyy  zsi&  fpiritual  comfort ^  which  arc  fweet  fruits  of  faithj  arc 
with  it  purchafed  for  us  by  this  blood. 

So  fpeaks  the  apoftle  in  Rom.  v.  1,  2,  3.  **  Bdng  jufUfied  by 
<*  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus 
«  Chrift,"  &c.  Moreover  the  Spirit  himfelf,  who  is  the  author, 
fountain,  and  fpring  of  all  graces  and  comforts,  is  procured  for 
us  by  his  death  and  rcfurreftion  :  Gal.  iii.  13,  14.  «  Chrift  bath 
«  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfc  for 
<«  us ;  for  it  is  written,  curfed  Is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a 
«  tree  :  that  the  Uefting  of  Abraham  might  come  upon  the  Gcn- 
•«  tiles  through  Jefus  Chrift,«  that  we  might  receijre  the  promife 
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«<  of  the  Spirit  through  faith/'  That  Spirit  tfaatfirft  fioidified^ 
and  lince  hath  fo  often. fealed,  comforted,  diredted^  rdblTed^ 
^ded,  and  quickened  your  foulS)  had  not  come  to  perform  any- 
of  thefe  blefled  offices  upon  your  hearts,  if  Chrift  had  not  died. 

3.  All  eternal  pod  things  arc  the  purchafe  of  his  blood.  Heaven, 
and  all  the  glory  thereof,  is  purchafed  for  yon  that  are  believers, 
with  this  price*  Hence  that  glory,  whaterer  it  be,  is  called  ^  an 
<<  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefUed,  auad  that  fadeth  not  awary, 
<«  referved  in  heaven  for  you :  '*  To  the  lively  hope  whereof  yon 
are  begotten  again,  "  by  the  refiurcftion  of  Chrift  fiom  the  dead,** 
I  Pet.  i.  3,  4.  Not  only  prefent  mercies  are  purchafed  (or  u% 
but  things  to  come  alfo,  as  it  is  i  Cor.  iii.  22*  Man  is  a  prudent 
and  proipeAing  creature,  and  is  not  fatisfied  that  it  is  well  with 
him  for  the  prdent,  unlefs  he  have  fome  aflurance  it  ihaU  be  well ' 
with  him  for  time  to  come.  His  mind  is  taken  up  about  what 
fhall  be  hereafter  ;  and  h-om  the  good  or  evil  things  to  come,  he 
raifeth  up  to  himfelf  vaft  hopes  or  fears. 

Therefore  to  complete  our  happinefs,  and  fill  up  the  uttermoft 
opacity  of  our  fouls,  all  the  good  of  eternity  is  put  into  the  ac- 
count and  inventory  of  the  faints  eftate  and  inheritance.  Thfa 
happinefs  is  ineffable  ;  it  is  ufually  diftinguifhed  into  what  ts  effin^ 
tialy  and  what  is  accejfory  to  it.  The  effent\als  of  it,  as  £u-  as  we  in  our 
embodied  eftate  can  conceive,  is  either  the  objeBtve^  fubjeBive^  ot  * 
formal  happinefs  to  be  enjoyed  in  heaven. 

The  fl^V^^/w  happinefs  is  God  liimfelf,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25:  **  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  **  If  it  could  be  fuppofed  (faith  one) 
that  God  fhould  withdraw  from  the  faints  in  heaven,  and  fay. 
Take  heaven,  and  divide  it  among  you  \  but  as  for  me,  I  wiU 
withdraw  from  you  $  the  faints  would  fall*a  weeping  in  heaven,  and 
fay,  Lord,  take  heaven,  and  give  it  to  whom  thou  wilt ;  it  is  n6 
heaven  to  us,  except  thou  be  there:  Heaven  would  be  very  Bo-* 
cbim  to  the  faints  without  God.  In  this,  our  glory  in  heaven  con- 
fifls,  to  be  ever  with  the  Lord,  i  Theff.  iv.  17.  God  himfelf  is 
the  chief  part .  of  a  faint's  inheritance ;  in  which  fenfe,  as  fome 
will  un(Ierftand,  Rom.  viii.  i.  they  are  called  iWrx  5^  G^rf. 

The  fubjeBive  glory  and  happmefs  is  the  attemperadon  and 
fuiting  of  the  foul  and  body  to  God.  This  is  begun  in  fan£tifica« 
tiou,  and  perfected  in  glorification.  It  confifls^  in  removing  from 
both  all  that  is  indecent,  and  inconfiflent  with  a  fhrte  of  fuch  com* 
plete  glory  and  happinefs,  and  m  fuperindu£ting  and  clothing  it 
with  all  heavenly  qualities. 

The  immunities  of  the  body  are  its  freedonl  fi:om  all  natural 
infirmities ;  which  as  they  come  in,  fo  they  go  out  with  fin* 
Thenceforth  there  fhall  be  no  difeafes,  deformitjies,  pams,  flaws> 
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iHpnftrofities ;  theor  good  pfayndan  death  hath  cured  all  this,  and 
tjieir  vik  bodies  Ihall  be  made  like  unto  Chritt*s  glorious  body, 
Phii.^iti.  21.  and  be  made  a  fpiritnal  body,  u  Cor.  xv.  44.  For 
agiF.ty^  like  the  chariots  of  Aminadab ;  for  beauty^  as  the  top  of 
Zekofwi  i  for  incorruptibilityj  as  if  thcy  were  pure/pirifs. 

Thcfittl  aUo  15  dUcharged  and  freed  fronv  all  darknefs  and  ig- 
norance of  mindj  being  now  able  to  difc-erti  all  truths  in  God, 
that  chryftal  ocean  of  Imth.  The  leaks  of  the  memory  ftopt  for 
ever  ;  the  roving  of  the  fancjr  perfeftly  cured ;  the  ftubbomnds 
atid  reluflancy  of  the.  will  for  ever  fubducdj  and  retained  in  due 
apd  £a}l  iubjeAion  to  God.  So  that  the  faints  in  glory  fhall  be 
free  from  all  that  now  troubles  them  5  they  fliall  never  fin  more, 
T\0t  be  once  tempted  fo  to  do,  for  no  ferpent  hiflcs  in  that  para- 
dife  )  thcy  fliall  never  grieve  nor  groan  more,  for  God  fhall  wipe 
away  all  tfears  from  their  eyes.  They  fliall  never  be  troubled  more, 
for  God  will  then  recompenfe  tribulation  to  their  troublers,  and 
to  them  that  are  troubled,  reft ;  thcy  fliall  never  doubt  more,  for 
frttidon  excludes  doubting. 

.  i^JimuJ  hap{Mnefs  is  the  fulnefs  of  ratisfa£tion  refulting  from* 
tbic  blefled  fight  and  enjoyment  of  God,  by  a  foul  fo  attempered 
to  him,  Pfal.  xvii.  15.  «  When  I  awake  I  fliall  be  fatisfied  with 
thy  likenefs."  This  fight  of  God,  in  glory,  called  the  beatificsft 
vifioD,  muft  needs  yield  inefKiblc  fatisfiaftion  to  the  beholding  foul, 
inafinuch  as  it  will  be  an  intuitive  vifion.  The  intelleftual  or  men- 
tal tje  Aall  fee  God,  i  John  iii.  2.  The  corporeal  glorified  eye 
fliall  fee  Chrift,  Job  xix.  26,  27.  What  a  ravifliing  vifion  will 
this  be  !  and  how  much  will  it  exceed  all  reports  and  apprehen- 
films  we  had  here  of  it  1  Surely  one  half  was  not  told  us.  It  will 
b^  a  transformative  vifion^  it  will  change  the  beholder  into  its  own 
image  andlikenefi.  «<  We  fliall  be  like  him,  for  we  fliall  fee  him 
".  as  he  is,**  i  John  iii.  2.  As  iron  put  into  the  fire,  becomes  all 
,fiery  \  fo  the  foid,  by  converfing  with  God,  is  changed  into  his 
very  limilitude.  It  Will  be  an  appropriative  vifton  ;  «  Whom  I  fliall 
foe  for  myfclf,"  Job  xix.  26,  27.  In  heaven  intereft  is  clear  and 
undoubted  ;  fear  is  caft  out :  no  need  of  marks  and  figns  there  ; 
for  what  a  man  fees  and  enjoys,  how  can  he  doubt  of?  It  will  be 
a  jravifbing  vj/ion  ;  xhidk  we  liave  by  fiiith  are  fo,  how  much  more 
thofe  in  glory  ?  How  wan  Paul  tranfported,  when  he  was  in  a  * 
vifional  way  wrapt  up  into  the  third  heaven,  and  heard  the  un- 
utterable things,-  though  he  was  not  admitted  into  the  blefled  fo* 
ciety,  but  was  with  them,  as  the  angels  are  in  our  afilembliesy  a 
,  llsmder-by,  a  looker-on.  If  a  fpa^  do  fo  inflame,  what  is  it  to 
lie  down  like  a  Phoenix  in  her  bed  of  fpices  !  Like  a  Salamander 
to  live  and  move  in  Jthe  fire  of  love !  It  will  aUb  he  an  eternal 
vifion  /  ^miobimas  et  videHmus,  (as  Augufhis  fsud)  we  fliall  then  be 
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;it  icafure  for  this  employment,  and  ^havc  no  diveriions  from  k 
for  ever.  No  evening  is  mentioned  to  the  feventh  day's  fabbath^ 
no  night  in  the  new  Jerufalem.     And  therefore, 

Laftly^  It  will  be  afitUyfatisfyhig  v'lfion  :  God  will  then  be  all  in 
all,  Etlam  ij^a  curtofttas  faiietur^  "  Curiofity  itfelf  will  be  fatisficd.** 
The  blefled  foul  will  feel  itfelf  blefled,  filled,  fatisfied  in  every  part. 
Ah,  what  a  happinefs  is  here !  to  look  and  love,  to  drink  and 
firtg,  and  drink  again  at  the  fountain-head  of  the  higheft  glory  ! 
And  if  at  any  time  its  eye  be  turned  from,  a  dircft  to  a  reflex  fight 
upon  %vhat  it  once  was,  how  it  was  wrought  on,  how  fitted  for 
Bis  glory,  how  wondei'fiilly  diftinguiihcd  by  fpecial  grace  from 
them  that  are  howling  in  flames,  whilft  Iximfelf  is  (houting  aloud 
upon  his  bed  of  cvcrlafting  reft ;  and  this  will  enhance  the  glor;. 

And  fo  alfo  will  the  accejfories  of  this  bleflcdnefs  be ;  The  pka 
trhere  God  is  enjoyed,  ih^nnpyrean  heaveuy  the  city  of  God,  wliither 
Chrift  afcended,  where  the  great  aflembly  are  met.  Paradife  and 
Canaan  were  but  the  types  of  it ;  more  excelling  and  tranfcending 
the  royal  palaces  of  earthly  princes,  than  they  do  a  pigeon-holt. 
The  company  alio  with  whom  he  is  enjoyed,  adds  to  the  glory.  A 
blififulfocicty  indeed  I  ftorc  of  good  neighbours  in  that  city.  The»e 
we  fhall  have  familiar  converfe  with  angels,  wbofe  appearances 
now  are  infupportable  by  poor  mortals :  There  will  be  fweet  and . 
full  clofings  alio  betwixt  the  faints  *,  Luther  and  ZuingUus  are  then; 
agreed.  Here  they  could  not  fully  clofe  with  one  another,  and 
no  wonder,  for  they  could  pot  fully  clofe  with  themfelves.  But 
there  is  perfeft  harmpny  and  unity ;  all  meeting  and  clofing  ip 
God,  as  lines  in  the  center.  This  is  a  blefled  glimpfe  of  your  iiv* 
heritance. 

Thirdly f  All  this  is  purchafed  for  believers  :  hence  it  Is  called, 
<*  the  inheritaqce  of  the  faints  in  light.  Col.  i.  1 2.  "  All  is  yours, 
«  for  ye  are  Chrift*s,"  that  is  the  tenure,  I  Cor.  iii.  23.  So 
Ronv.  viii.  30*  "  Whom  he  did  predcftinate,  them  he  alfo  cali- 
**  ed  ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo  juftified ;  and  whom  he 
*«  juftified,  them  he  alfo  glorified.'^  Only  thcfe  that  are  fons,  arc 
heirs,  Iiom..viii.  17.  The  unrigJ;iteous  fhall  not  inlierlt,  i  Cor. 
vi.  9.  «<  It  is  the  Father's  good  pleafure,  to  give  the  kingdom  to 
«  the  little  flock,"  Luke  xii.  32. 

Inf.  I.  Hath  Chrift  not  onlyreoeemed  you  from  wrath,  but 
purchafed  fuch  an  eternal  inheritance  alfo  by  the  overplus  of  his 
merit  for  you  ?  O  how  ivetl  content  fhould  believers  then  be  nvitb  their 
kt  of  providence  in  this  life^  be  it  'what  it  will!  Content  did  I  fay  ? 
I  fpeak  too  low ;  overcome,  ravifhed,  filled  vrith  praifes  and  thankC- 
givtngs  5  how  low,  how  poor,  how  shifted  foever  for  the  prefent 
they  are.  O  let  not  fuch  things  as  grumbUng,  repining,  fretting  at 
pvovidencC)  be  found,  or  ofxa^  named  among  the  es.pe£bants  of  this 
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inheritance !  Suppofc  you  had  taken  a  beggar  from  your  door,  and 
adopted  him  to  be  your  fon,  and  made  him  heir  of  a  large  inheri- 
tance, and  after  this  he  fhould  conteft  and  quarrel  with  you  for  a 
trifle  i  could  you  bear  it  ?  How  to  work  the  fpirit  of  a  faint  into 
contentment  with  a  low  condition  here,  I  have  laid  down  feveral 
rules  in  another  difcourfe*,  to  which,  for  the  prcfent  I  refer  the 
reader. 

Infer,  2.  With  what  weaned  affeSHons  fhould  the  petple  of  God 
nvalh  up  and  down  this  worldy  content  to  live,  afid  willing  to  die  ?  Por 
things  prefent  are  theirs  if  they  live,,  and  things  to  come  are  theirs 
if  they  die.  Paul  expreffes  hmifelf  in  a  frame  of  holy  indifFerency, 
Phil.  i.  23.  *«  Which  to  chufe  I  know  not."  Many  of  them  that 
are  now  in  fruition  of  their  inheritance  above,  had  v/f^w  inpatientiay 
tttortem  in  de/tderio^  «'  Life  in  patience,  and  death  in  defire,"  while 

rthey  tabernacled  with  us.  <^  O  (cried  one)  what  would  I  give  to 
«  have  a  bed  made  to  my  wearied  foul  in  Chrift's  bofom  ? ^I 
*«  caimot  tell  you  what  fweet  pain  and  delightful  torments  are  in 
*«  his  love ;  I  often  challenge  time  for  holding  us  afunder  5  I  pro- 
«'  fefs  to  you,  I  have  no  reft  till  I  be  ever  head  and  ears  in  love's 
•'  oce^n.  If  Chrift's  love  (that  fountain  of  delights)  were  laid 
*^  open  to  me  as  I  would  wifh,  O  how  overcome  would  this  my 
^  foul  be !  I  half  call  his  abfence  cruel ;  and  the  maik  and  vail  on 
•'  his  fiace  a  cruel  covering,  that  hideth  fuch  a  ftif,  fair  face  from 
*«  a  fick  foul.  I  dare  not  challenge  himfelf,  but  hts  abfence  is  a 
**  mountain  of  iron  upon  my  heavy  heart.  Q  wiicii  Ihall  we  meet ! 
«  How  long  is  the  dawning  of  the  marriage-day  !  O  fwcet  l-iord 
«  Jefu§,  take  wide  fteps !  O  my  Lord,  come  over  mountains  at 
•«  one  flride  !  O  my  beloved,  flee  like  a  roe,  or  young  hart  upon 
*«  the  mountains  of  feparation  !  O  if  he  would  fold  the  heavens  to-? 
''  gether  like  an  old  cloak,  and  fhovel  time  and  days  out  of  the 
*«  way,  and  make  ready  in  hafte  the  Lamb's  wife  for  her  hufbaind ! 
«*  Since  he  looked  upon  me,  my  heart  is  not  mine  own,** 
^^y^"*  Who  can  be  blamed  for  defiring  to  fee  that  fair  inheritance 
which  is  purchafed  for  him  !  But,  truly,  fhould  God  hold  up  the 
foul  by  the  power  of  faith,  from  day  to  day,  to  flich  fights  as 
thefe,  who  would  be  content  to  live  a  day  more  on  earth  !  How 
fhould  we  be  ready  to  pull  down  the  prifon  walls,  and  not  have 
patience  to  wait  till  God  open  the  door !  As  the  Heathen  fsdd, 

ViBurofque  dii  celantj  ut  vivere  durent. 

And  truly  the  wifdom  of  God  is  in  tills  fpccially  remarkable, 
in  giving  the  new  creature  fuch  an  admirable  cralis,  and  even  teni-< 
per,  as  that fcripture,  aThcfl'.  iii.  5.  exprefles,  "The  Lord  cli* 
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**  refit  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God  and  patient  waiting  for 
«<  Chrift.**  Love  enilames  with  defire,  patience  allays  that  fer- 
vor. So  that  fervent  defires  (as  one  haply  expreiTes  it)  are  allayed 
with  meek  fubmiiBon ;  mighty  love  with  ftrong  patience.  And 
^d  not  God  twifted  together  thefe  two  principles  in  the  Chrifti* 
an's  conftitution,  he  had  framed  a  creature  to  be  a  torment  to  it« 
felf,  to  live  upon  a  very  rack. 

Inf^  3.  lUnce  we  infer  the  impo/Jibility  of  their  falvation  that 
know  not  Chrtfty  nor  have  intereft  in  its  blood.  Neither  Heathens, 
nor  merely  nominal  Ghriftians,  can  inherit  heaven.  I  know  fbme 
are  very  indulgent  to  the  Heathen,  and  many  formal  Chriftians 
are  too  much  ib  to  themfelves :  but  union  by  faith  with  Jefus 
Chrift,  is  the  only  way  revealed  in  fcripture,  by  which  we  hope 
to  come  to  the  heavenly  inheritance.  I  know  it  feems  hard,  that 
fuch  brave  men,  as  fome  of  the  Heathens  were,  fhbuld  be  damn* 
cd ;  but  the  fcripture  knows  no  other  way  to  glory,  but  Chrift  put 
on,  and  applied  by  faith*  And  it  is  the  common  fufirage  of  mo- 
dem found  divines,  that  no  man,  by  the  fole  conduft  of  nature, 
without  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  can  be  favcd.  There  is  but  one 
way  to  glory  for  all  Ae  world,  John  xiy.  6.  <*  No  man  cometh  to 
"  the  Father  but  by  me.**  Gal.  iii.  14.  "The  blefling  of  Abraham 
^<  comes  upon  the  Gentiles  through  faith."  Scripture  aflerts  the 
impoiSlnlity  of  being  or  dobg,  any  thing  that  is  truly  evange- 
lically good,  out  of  Chrift,  John  xv.  5.  «  Without  me  ye  can  do 
«  uotlung,"  And  Heb.  xi.  6.  "  Without  faith  it  is  impoffible  to 
*«  pleafe  God.** 

Scripture  everywhere  conne<^  and  chains  falvation  with  voca- 
tion, Rom.  viii.  30.*  and  vocation  with  the  gofpel,  Rom.  x.  14. 
To  thofe  that  plead  for  the  falvation  of  Heathens,  and  pro£ine 
Chriftians,  we  may  apply  that  tart  rebuke  of  Bernard,  that  while 
fbme  labour  to  make  Plato  a  Chriftian,  he  feared  they  therein  did 
prove  themfelves  to  be  Heathens. 

Inf  4.  How  greatly  are  we  all  concerned  to  clear  up  our  title  to  the 
heavenly  inheritance !  It  is  horrible  to  fee  how  induftrious  many  arc 
for  an  inheritance  on  earth,  and  how  carelefs  for  heaven.  By  which 
we  may  plainly  fee  hpw  vilely  the  noble  foul  is  deprefled  by  fin, 
and  funk  down  into  flefh,  minding  only  the  concernments  of  the 
flefh.  Hear  me,  ye  that  labour  for  the  world,  as  if  heaven  were 
in  it  i  what  will  ye  do  when  af  death  you  fhall  look  back  over 
your  fliouidcr,  and  fee  what  you  have  fpent  your  time  and  ftrengtli 
for,  fhrinking  and  vanifhing  away  from  you  ?  When  you  ihall 
look  forward,  and  fee  vaft  eternity  opening  its  mouth  to  fwallow 
you  up )  O  then  what  would  you  give  for  a  well-grounded  aflii- 
rance  of  an  eternal  inheritance  ! 

O,  thcre|bre|  if  you  have  any  concernment  for  your  poor  fouls  j 
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if  it  be  not  indiflFercnt'to  you  \rhat  becomes  of  them,  whether  they 
be  favcd,  or  whether  they  be  damned,  "  give  all  diligence  to 
«  make  your  calling,  and  dcftion  fure/*  2  Pet.  i.  lo.  "  Work  out 
^  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling  %  for  it  ist  God  that 
«  worketh  in  you  both  to  wiU  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  plcafure/* 
PhH,  ii.  li.  Remember  it  \s  falvation  you  work  for,  and  that's 
no  trifle^  Rteiember  it  is  your  own  falvation j  and  not  another's, 
tt  is  for  thy  own  poor  foul  that  thou  art  firiving }  and  what  haft 
thou  more  ? 

Remember,  now  God  oiFers  you  his  helping  hand ;  now  ihc 
Spirit  watts  upon  you  in  the  means,  but  of  the  continuance  thereof 
you  have  no  ailurance  \  for  it  is  of  his  own  good pleafure^  and  not  a( 
yours.  To  your  work,  fouls,  to  your  work.  Ah,  fbive  as  men 
that  know  what  an  inheritance  in  heaven  is  worth. 

And,  as  for  you  that  have  folid  evidence  that  it  is  yours  ;  O, 
that  with  hands  and  eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven,  you  would  adore  that 
free  grace,  that  hath  entitled  a  child  of  wrath  to  a  heavenly  inhe- 
ritance I  Walk  as  becomes  heirs^  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
'Chrift.  Be  often  looking  heaven-ward  when  wants  pinch  here. 
O  look  to  that  fair  eftate  you  have  refervcd  in  heaven  for  you, 
and  lay,  I  am  haftening  home ;  and  when  I  come  thither^  all  my 
wants  ihall  be  ftipplied.  Confider  what  it  coft  Chrift  to  purchafe 
it  for  thee ;  and  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  what  he  hath  laid  out  for 
thee>  let  thy  foul  fay, 

Bleffed  he  God  fir  Jefus  Chrijl. 


SERMON    XVI. 

Of  the  Kingly  Office  of  Chrift,  as  it  isL  executed  fpiritually  upon 
the  Souk  of  the  Redeemed. 

2   CoR.   X.    5. 

Cajling  down  imagimfions,  and  every  high  thing  that  cxaltcth  itfelf 
againjl  the  hionvkdge  of  God^    and  bringing  into  captivitv  c%^cr% 
thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrif.  -  '  ' 

WE  nowxome  to  the  Regal  office^  by  which  our  glorious  Me- 
diator executes  and  difchargcth  the  undertaken  dcfign  of 
our  redemption.  Had  he  not,  as  our  Prophet,  opened  tl\e  way 
of  bfc  and  falvation  to  the  chlldcn«of  men,  they  could  never  have 
known  it  j  and  if  they  had  clearly  knowi^  it,  e]^cq)t,  as  their  Prieft, 
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he  had  offered  op  himfelf^  to  impetrate  and^obtaun  rtdtnvp/dtm  for 
them,  they  could  not  have  been  redeemed  virtually  by  his  blood ; 
and  if  they  had  been  fb  redeemed,  yet  had  he  not  lived  in' the  ca* 
pacity  of  a  King,  to  apply  this  purchafe  of  his  blood  to  them,  they 
conld  have  had  no  ajbial,  perfonal  benefit  by  his  death :  for  what 
hs  revealed  as  a  Prophet,  he  purchafed  as  a  Prieft  i  and  what  he 
fo  revealed  and  purchafed  as  a  Prophet  and  Prieft,  he  applies  as  a 
Kling :  firft  fubcUiing  the  fouls  of  his  ele^t  to  his  fpiritual  govern- 
ment ;  then  ruling  them  as  his  fubjeAs,  and  ordering  all  tUngs  in 
the  kingdom  of  Providence  for  their  good.  So  that  Chrift  hath  a 
twofold  kingdom,  the  one  fpiritual  and  internal^  by  which  he  fab- 
chies  and  rules  the  hearts  of  his  people ;  the  other  providential  and 
external^  wherciyy  he  guides,  rules,  and  orders  aU  things  in  the 
world,  in  a  blefled  fubordination  to  their  eternal  falvation.  I  am 
to  fpeak  firom  this  text  of  his  fpiritual  and  internal  kingdom. 

Thcfe  words  are  considered  two  ways,  either  relatively  or  ahfo^ 
httly  Coniklered  relatively,  they  are  a  vindication  of  the  apoftle 
from  the  unjuft  cenfures  of  the  Corinthians,  who,  very  unworthi- 
ly, interpreted  his  gentlenefs,  condefceniion,  and  winning  affabi- 
lity, to  be  no  better  than  a  fawning  upon  them  for  felf-ends;  and  the 
authority  he  exerciied,  no  better  than  pride  and  imperioufnefs. 
But  hereby  he  lets  them  know,  that  as  Chrift  needs  not,  fo  he 
never  ufcd  fuch  carnal  artifices :  The  tveapons  of  our  ivarfare  (faith 
,h.e)  are  not  carnal^  btit  mighty y  through  God,  &c, 

Abfolutely  confidercd,  they  hold  forth  the  efficacy  of  the  gof- 
pcl,  in  the  plainnefs  and  fifnplicity  of  it,  for  the  fubduing  of  re- 
bellious finners  to  Chrift :  and  in  them  we  have  thefe  three  things 
to  conllder, 

1.  The  oppofitions  made  by  finners  againft  the  afiaults  of  the  goC- 
pel,  wz.  imaginations y  or  reafonings,  as  the  word  Xoyj^/^tfj,  may  be  . 
fitly  rendered.  He  means  the  fubtletics,  flights,  excufes,  fubter- 
fiiges,  and  arguings  of  flefhly-minded  men  •,  in  which  they  fortify 
and  entrench  themielves  againft  the  conviftions  of  the  word*: 
yea,  and  theft  are  not  only  fuch  carnal  reafonings,  but  many 
proud,  high  <;6nceits  with  which  poor  creatures  fwell,  and  (com 
to  fubmit  to  the  abafing,  humble,  ielf-denying  way  of  the  gofpel. 
Thefe  arc  the  fortifications  erefted  againft.  Chrift  by  tlie  carnal 
mind. 

2.  We  have  here  the  conqtiefl  which  the  gofpel  obtains  over 
finners,  thus  fortified  againft  it ;  it  cafts  down  and  overthrows, 
and  takes  hi  thefe  ftrong  holds.     Thus  Chrift  fpoils  Satan  of  hi* 

,  _  -  ■  -  -1^1. 

*  He  ms^es  life  of  the  word^roii^  bdd^  by  an  elegant  metaphor,  to  expre&cverjw 
<baxi%  m  which  the  enemies  of  the  gofpel  tniii,  forufy  and  exalt  themfeUe*  againift 
the  trvth  of  the  heavenly  word;  fucji  aa  carnal  wiCdom,  learning,  and  eloquence. 

auff. 
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anxKHPT-uv^hicK  he  trofted,  by  fheving  the  fihner  that  all  this  cad 
be  no  defence  to  his.  foul  agaixiii:  the  wrath  of  God*  >  But  that  is 
not  all :  in  the  next  place> 

3.  You  have  here  the  imprqvemera  of  the  viSory,  Cbrift  doth 
not  only  lead  away  thefe  enemies  fpoiled,  but  brings  them  into 
obedience  to  himfeli^  /'.  e.  makes  them»  after  coover{ion>  fubje£ts 
of  his  own  kingdom,  obedient,  ufeful,  and  ferviceable  to  himfelf  ^ 
and  fo  is  more  than  a  conqueror.  They  do  not  only  lay  doMm  their 
arms,  and  fight  no  more^gainft.Chrift  with  them;  but  repair  to 
his  camp,  and  fight  for  Chrift,  with  thofe  reafons  of  theu^s  that 
were  before  cpiployed  ag^Qft  him  :  as  it  is  fgid  of  Jerom,  Origen, 
and  Tertuliian,  that  they  came  into  Canaan^  ladea:^  with  Egyptian 
gold ;  i.  e.  they  came  into  the  church  fuU  of  exceUent  'learmng  and 
abilities,  with  which  they  eminently  fervcd  Jefus  Chrift.  ««  *  O 
*<  blefled  viftory,  where  the  conqueror,  and  conquered,  both  tri- 
«*  umph  together !"  And  thus  enemies  and  rebels  arc  fubdned, 
and  made  fubje<Sb  of  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Qu*ift.  Hence  the 
doffarinal  note  is, 

.    Doft.  That  Jefids  Chrifi  exercifes  a  Kingly  ponver  aver  the  fouls  of 
all  nvhofit  the  gcfpel  fubdues  to  his  obedience. 

No  Iboner  were  the  Coloffians.  delivered  out  of  the  power  of 
darknefs,  but  they  were  immediately  tranflated  into  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift,-  the  dear  Son,  Col.  1.  13. 

This  kingdom  of  Chrift,  which  is  our  prefent  fubje£t,  is  the  in- 
ternal fpiritual  kingdom,  which  is  faid  to  be  within  the  faints» 
Luke  xvii.  20,  21.  <*  The  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you.**  Chrift 
fits  as  an  enthroned  king  in  the  hearts,  confciences>  and  affeAions 
of  his  willing  people,  Pfal,  ex.  3.  And  his  kingdom  coniifis  in 
**  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Rom.  xiv.  17. 
and  it  is  properly  monarchical,  as  appears  in  the  margin  f  • 

In  the  profecution  of  this  point,  I  will  fpeak  dodbinaUy  to  thefe 
three  heads. 
.  firfti  How  Chrift  obtains  the  throne  in  the  hearts  of  mien. 

Secondly^  How  he  rules  in  it,  and  by  what  a^  he  exercifes  his 
kingly  authority. 

Thirdly^  What  are  the  privileges  of  thofe  fouls  over  whom 
Chrift  reigns.  •  And  then  apply  it. 

Firjlj  We  will  open  the  way  and  manner  in  which  Chrift  ob- 
^      '  '  '  '     '     '  I 

•   0  beata  viSioriuj  ubiviai  cum  'uifforihvs  ftmul  tnumpbantf  Mcycr  in  loc 
t  This  internal  government  is  monarchical,  and  it  muft  be  fo;  for  the  right  of 
governing  men's  confcienccs  belongs  to  none  but  him,  who  is  both  infinitely  wife 
and  moft  powerful ;  neither  hath  Chrift  in  this  goTenunent  any  Tice-gereoti  t« 
whom  his  power  and  authority  are  committed. 
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tains  a  tlurone  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  that  is  hf  eonquefi^i  fiA* 
tiK>u|g^  the  fbnb  of  ^,the  eleA  are  his  bjr  donation^  and  right  of  re^ 
ileniption ;  the  Father  gave  them  to  him,  and  he  died  for  them  \ 
yet  Satan  hath  the  firft  pofieffion :  and  fo  it  fares  with  Chrift,  as  it 
did  with  Abraham,  to  whom  God  gave  the  land  of  Canaan  hf 
promife  and  covenant ,  bat  the  Canaanites,  Perizites,  and  (bns  of 
Anak,  had  the  aAual  pofieffion  of  it,  and  Abraham's  pofteritj 
muft  fisbt  for  it,  and  win  it  by  inches,  before  they  enjo^  it.  The 
hooie  IS  conveyed  to  Chrift  by  him  that  built  it,  but  the  ftrong 
man  armed  keeps  the  pofieffion  of  it,  till  a  ftronger  than  he  comet 
and  ejeds  him,  Luke  xi.  20,  ai,  22.  Chrift  muft  fight  his  way 
^o  the  foul,  though  he  have  a  right  to  enter,  as  into  his  dearly 
l^rchafed  pofieffion.  And  b  he  doth ;  for  when  the  time  of  re- 
covering them  is  come,  he  fends  forth  his  armies  to  fubdue  them; 
as  it  is  Pfal.  ex.  3.  f«  Thy  people  (hall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy 
"  power."  The  f  Hdwew  may  as  fitly  be  rendered,  and  fo  is  by 
Ibme,  f^  in  the  day  of  thine  armies  ;**  when  the  Lord  Jefus  fent 
forth  his  armies  of  prophets,  apoftles,  evangeCfts,  paftors,  teadv* 
ers,  under  the  conduA  of  his  Spirit,  armed  with  that  two-edged 
(word,  the  word  of  God,  which  is  fharp  and  powerful,^  Hcb.  iv. 
1 2.  But  that  is  not  all :  he  caufes  armies  of  convidions,  and  fpi- 
Htaal  troubles,  to  begird  and  ftraiten  them  on  every  fide,  to  that 
they  know  not  what  to  do.  Theie  conviAions,  like  a  ih6Wer  of 
arrows,  ftrike,  point-blank,  into  their  confciences;  A£b  ii.  37* 
«  When  they  heard  this,  they  were  pricked  to  the  heart,  and  faid, 
«  Men  and  brethren,  what  ihall  we  do  ?"  ChrLft's  arrows  are 
{harp  in  the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  whereby  the  people  fall  under 
him,  Pftl.  xhr.  5,  6-  By  thcfe  convidbons  he  batters  down  all 
their  loofe  vain  hopes,  and  levels  them  with  the  earth. 

-Now  all  their  weak  pleas  and  defences,-  firom  the  general  mercy 
of  God,*  the  example  of  others,  tffc.  prove  but  as  paper-^-walls  to 
them.  Thefc  fhake  their  hearts,  even  to  the  very  foundation^ 
and  overturn  every  high  thought  there,  that  exalts  itfelf  againft 
the  Lord.  This  day,  in  which  Chrift  fits  down  before  the  Ibirf, 
and  fiimmons  it  by  fuch  mcflengers  as  thefe,  is  a  day  of  diftrefs 
within:  yea,  fuch  a  day  of  trouBle,  that  none  is  like  it.  But 
tl)ough  it  be  fo,  yet  Satan  hath  fo  deeply  entrenched  himfelf  in 

Vol.  L  C  c 

*  PofT  nnlmiited  power,  eTcn  in' the  way  «f  iKcegerc&cy,  can  be  competent  to  no 
man:  tbere  is  alio  a  certain  kind  of\union  which  excludes  aU  yke^rency:  fuch  as 
that  of  Father  and  Son,  huiband  and  wife:  for  ceruinly  here  fKhftittttion  canMt 
cdc«  place     Matcov,  he.  Cam.  /.  64XV 

f  CS^^  iVn  Im.Se  mtrdtui  /w.  To  wk.  When  hayiiif  fcnt  forth  thy  apoftlc* 
a«d  other  uachen  of  the  church,  thou  wilt,  by  the  found  of  thy  gofpel,  ^ihcr 
COfcthcr  and  confUtutc  to  thyftlf  a  klDgdon.    Afvtf/cr  99  this  pl*i(. 
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the  mind  and  wjil,  that  the  foul  yields  not  at-  the  firft  fmDinon% 
till  its  proviiions  within  are  fpent,  and  all  its  towers  of  pridey  and 
walls  of  vain  confidence^  be  undermined  by  the  gofpel,  and  fhaken 
down  about  its  ears:  and  then  the  foul  defircs  a  parley  withChrift, 
O  now  it  would  be  glad  of  termsi  any  terms,  if  it  may  but  favc 
its  life :  let  all  go  as  a  prey  to  the  conqueror.  Now  it  fends  many 
fuch  mefiengers  as  thefe  to  Chrift^  who  is  come  now  to  the  very 
gates  of  the  foul ;  mercy,  Lord^  mercy  \  O  were  I  but  afliired 
thou  wouldeft  receive,  fpare,  and  pardon  me,  I  would  .open  to 
jthee  the  next  moment !  Thus  the  foul  is  "  fliut  up  to  the  faith  of 
«  Chrift,"  as  it  is.  Gal.  iii.  23.  and  reduced  now  to  the  greateft: 
ifarait  and  lofs  imaginable'^and  now  the  merciful  King,  whofe  only 
defign  is  to  conquer  the  heart,  hangs  forth  the  white  flag4»f 
,mercy  before,  the  foul,  giving  it  hopes  it  {hall  be  fpared,  pitied, 
,  and  pardoned,  though  fo  long  in  rebellion  againfl  him,  if  yet  it 
.will  yield  itfelf  to  Chrift.  Many  ftaggerings,  hefitations,  irrelblu^ 
tions,  doubts,  fears,  icruples,  Wlf-refolves,  reafonings  for  and 
ag^iinft,  there  are  at  the  council^table  of  man^s  own  heart,  at  this 
time*  Sometimes  there  is  no  hope;  Chrift  will  flay  me,  if  I  go 
forth  to  him,  and  then  it  trembles*  But  then,  who  ever  found 
.him  fo  that  tried  hixni  Other  fouls  have  yielded,  and  found  mer- 
cy beyond  all  their  expectations.  O  but  I  have  been  a  defperate 
enemy  againft  him.  Admit  it,  yet  thou  haft  the  word  of  a  King 
.for  it  \  <<  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
/<  man  his  thoughts^  and  let  him  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
«*  have  mercy  on  him  j  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly 
«^.  pardon  him,"  Ifa.  Iv.  7.  • 

But  the  time  of  mercy  is  paft,  I  have  ftood  out  too  long  :  yet 
if  it  were  fo,  how  is  it  that  Chrift  hath  not  made  fliort  work,  and 
-cut  me  off?  fet  fire,  hell  fire  to  my  foul,  and  withdrawn  the 
.  fiege  ?  Still  he  waiteth  that  he  may  be  gracious,  and  is  exalted 
that  he  may  have  compaflion.  A  thoufand  fuch  debates  there  are^ 
'tilij  at  laft,  the  foul  conlldering,  if  it  abide  in  rebellion,  it  muft 
needs  perifh  \  if  it  go  forth  to  Chrift,  it  can  but  perifh  :  and  be<> 
ing  fomewhat  encouraged  by  the  mefiages  of  grace  font  into  the 
foul,  at  this  time,  fuch  as  in  Heb.  vii.  25.  "  Wherefore  he  is  able 
.  **  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him  j  ^  and, 
John  vi.  3  7. ««  He  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  nowife  caft  out  5'*  and 
in  Mat.  xi.  ^^8.  "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy 
<*  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft."  It  is,  at  laft,  refolved  to  open 
to  Chrift  J  and  faith,  <*  Staiid  open  ye  evcrlafting  gates,  and  be  ye 
**  c^>cned  ye^  everlafting  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  fliall  come 
«*  in."  Now,  the  will  fpontaneoufty  opens  to  C&ift :  that  royal 
fort  fubmits  and  yields  ;  aU  the  affc£Hons  open  to  hhn.  The  vdll 
brings  Chrift  the  keys  of  all  the  rooms  in  the  fold..-  Concernbig 
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the  triumphant  entrance  of  Chrift  into  the  foul,  we  may  f;qr,-  ?s 
the  Ffalmift  rhetorically  fpeaks  concerning  the  triumphant  entrance 
of  Ifrael  into  Canaan,  Pfal.  cxiv.  c ,  6.  "  The  mountains  fkipped 
•<  like  rams,  and  the  little  hills  hkc  lambs  ;  what  aileth  thee,  O 
<^  thouiea,  that  thou  fleddeft?  thou  Jordan,  tha^'thou  waft  dri- 
««  ven  back?"  So  here,  in  a  like  rhetorical  triumph,  we  may 
lay,  the  mountains  and  hills  fkipped  like  rams^  and  the  fixed  and 
obflinate  will,  ftarts  from  its  own  bails  and  centre;  the  rocky 
heart  rends  in  twain.  A  poor  foul  comes  into  the  word,  full  of  ig- 
norance, pride,  felf-love,  defperate  hardnefs,  and  fixed  refolutions 
to  go  on  in  its  way :  and,  by  an  hours  difcourfe,  the  tide  turns, 
Jordan  is  driven  bafJc.  What  aileth  thee,  thou  fiout  willj  that 
thou  furrendcreft  to  Chrift  J  thou  hard  heart,  that  thou  relenteft, 
and  the  waters  gufli  out  ?  And  thus  the  foul  is  won  to  Chrift ; 
he  writes  down  his  terms,  and  the  foul  willingly  fubfcribes  them. 
Thus  it  comes  in  to-  Chrift  by  free  and  hearty  fubmifllon,  defiring 
nothing  more  than  to  come  under  the  goverimient  of  Chrift,  for 
the  time  to  come. 

Secondlyy  Let  us  fee  how  Chrift  rules  in  the  fouls  of  fuch  as  fub- 
xniit  to  him*  And  there  are  fix  things  in  which  he  exerts  his 
kingly  authority  over  them. 

I.  He  impofes  a  new  law  upon  them,  and  enjoins  them  to  he  fevere 
erndpunBualin  their  obedience  to  it*.  The  foul  was  a  Belialite  be- 
fore, and  could  endure  no  reftraint  $  its  lufts  gave  it  laws.  *<  We 
^«  ourfelves  were  fometimes  foolHh,  difobedient,  fcrving  divers 
«<  lufts  and  pleafures,"  Tit.  iii.  3.  Whatever  the  flefli  craved, 
and  the  fenfual  appetite  whined  after,  it  muft  have,  coft  what  it 
would ;  if  damnation  were  the  price  of  it,  it  would  have  it,  pro- 
vided it  (bould  not  be  prefcnt  pay.  Now,  it  muft  not  be  any 
longer  ayofio;  eiAiy  aXK  %»yo/«of  t«  Xpiri*,  without  law  to  God  J  but  un- 
der bw  to  Chrift.  Thofe  are  the  articles  of  peace  wliich  the  foul 
willingly  fubfcribes  in  the  day  of  its  admijQion  to  mercy,  Mat.  xi. 
29.  «*  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me."  This  "  law 
«  of  the  fpirit  of  life  which  is  in  Chrift  Jcfus  makes  them  free 
•«  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death,"  Rom.  viii.  2.  Here  is  much 
ftriftnefe,  but  no  bondage;  for  the  law  is  not  only  written  in 
Chrift's  ftatute-book,  the  bible,  but  copied  out  by  his  fpirit  upon 
the  hearts  of  his  fubjefts,  in  correfpondent  principles ;  which 
makes  obedience  a  pleafure,  and  felf-denial  cafy.  Chrift*s  yoke 
is  lined  with  love,  lo  that  it  never  galls  the  necks  of  his  people : 


•  It  is  proper  to  Chrift,  who  rules  abfolutcly  and  monarchically  over  the  fouls 
and  conTcieaces  of  men,  to  bind  them  by  his  own  authority.  None  but  Chrift  cun 
<loit,  I.  Bccaufcthisauthority  of  Chrift  is  infinite.  2,  Eccaufc  it  i»  the  aiithontj 
•f  a  huiband  which  cuuiot  be  gomniunicatcd  to  any  other,  1  C(»r.  ix.  2X,  aa. 
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I  John  V.  3.  «  His  commanduients  arc  not  grievous.**  The  foul 
that  comes  under.  Chrift's  government,  muft  receive  law  from 
Chrift  i  and  under  law  every  thought  of  the  heart  muft  come. 

2.  He  rebukes  and  chafiifes  JouU  for  the  violatiom  atid  tranfgrejftofis 
of  bis  lanv.  That  is  another  aft  of  Chrift's  regal  authority : 
<*  whom  he  loves  he  rebukes  and  chaftens,''  Heb*  xii.  6,  7.  Thefe 
chaftifements  of  Chrift  are  iiither  by  the  rod  of  providence  upon 
their  bodies j  and  outward  comforts,  or  upon  their  j^/riVx  and  in-» 
ward  comforts.  Sometimes  his  rebukes  are  fmart  upon  the  out- 
ward man,  i  Cor.  xi.  30.  «*  For  this  caufe,  many  among  you  are 
»*  weakly  and  fick,  and  many  fleep."  They  had  not  fliat  due  rcr 
gard  to  his  body  that  became  them,  and  he  will  make  their  bodied 
to  fmart  for  it.  And  he  had  rather  tlieir  fleih  ihould  fmart,  than 
their  fouls  fhould  perifb.  Sometimes  he  fpares  their  outward^ 
^d  afilifts  their  inner  man,  which  is  a  much  fmarter  rod.  He 
ivithdraws  peace,  and  takes  away  joy  from  the  fpirits  of  his  people. 
The  hidings  of  his  face  arc  fore  rebukes.  However,  all  is  for  e- 
mendation,  not  for  deftruftion.  And  it  is  not  the  leaft  privilege 
of  Chrift's  fubjefts  to  have  a  feafonable  and  fandified  rod  to  re- 
duce them  from  the  ways  of  fin  :  Pfal.  xxiii.  3.  <<  Thy  rod  and 
"  thy  ftaff,  they  comfort  me."  Others  are  luffered  to  go  on  flub- 
bomly  in  the  way  of  their  own  hearts ;  Chrifl  will  a6t  fpend  a  rod 
upon  them  for  their  good,  will  not  call  them  to  account  for  any 
of  their  tranfgreffions,  but  will  reckon  with  them  for  all  tc^ether 
in  hell. 

3.  Another  regal  aflofChr'tfi^  is  the  retraining  and  keeping  back 
his  fervants  from  iniquity ^  and  ivithholding  them  from  thofe  ceurfes 
'which  their  own  hearts  would  incline,  and  lead  them  to  j  for,  even  in 
them,  there  is  a  fpirit  bent  to  backf]iding>  but  the  Lord  in  tcndcr- 
nefe  over  them,  keeps  back  their  fouls  from  iniquity,  and  that 
when  they  are  upon  the  very  brink  of  fin  :  "  My  feet  were  almoft 
"  gone,  my  Heps  were  well  nigh  flipt,"  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  2.  Then 
doth  the  Lord  prevent  fin,  by  removing  the  occafion  providen- 
tially, or  by  helping  them  to  refift  the  temptation,  gracioufiyafiifting 
their  fpirits  in  the  trial,  fo  that  no  temptation  fhall  befal  them, 
but  a' way  of  efcapc  ihall  be  opened,  that  they  may  be  able  to  bear 
It,  I  Cor.  X.  13.  And  thus  bis  people  have  frequent  occsifions  to 
blefs  his  name  for  his  preventing  goodnefe,  when  they  are  almoft 
in  the  midft  of  all  evil.  And  this  I  take  to*  be  the  meaning  of 
Gal.  V.  16.  «  This,  I  fay  then,  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  fliall 
««  not  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flefli ;"  tempted  by  them,  you  may  be, 
but  fulfil  them  ye  fhall  not ;  my  fpirit  ihall  caufe  the  temptation  to 
die,  and  wither  away  in  the  womb,  in  the  embryo  of  it,,  fo  that 
it  ihall  not  come  to  a  full  birth. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sekm.  Xvt  The  Fauniain  tf  Lifi*  20^ 

4.  Hi  prdtiSs  them  in  Us  toAyj^^  ttnifiiffm  thhn  Imf  ta  refMfi 
^Jrom  him  irtto  djtatc  ef  firiy  and  bofidage  to"  Stfitan  any  mre*  In- 
deed, Satan  k  l-cftlds  in  his  endeavours  to  rednecthcm  again  tb 
his  obedience;  ht  never  leaves  tempting*  and  foKciting  for  their 
return ;  and%vHere  h6  finds  a  falfe  profbror  he  prevails ;  but  Chrift 
keeps  his,  thatf  they  depart  not  again.  John  rvii.  17.  **  All  that 
**  thou  haft  gitcn  me  I  have  kept,  'and^  none  of  them  is  loft, 
^  but  the  fon  of  perdition.**  Tliey  aire  «« kept  by  the  mighty 
^*  power  of  God,  through  faith  ntito  falvation,"  i  Pet.  i.  5.  i&pt, 
as  in  a  earrifon,  according  to  thcitjiportance  of  that  word.  None 
toore  foliched,  none  more  fife  than  tbfe  people  of  God.  They 
are  *<  prcfervcd  in  Chrift  Jefus,'*  Jude  i.  .  It  is  not  their  own  grace 
that  (ecures  them,  but  Chrift's  care,  and  contmual  w^chfub^dL 
«  t  O**^  o^'?  graces  left  to  themfelves  would  quickly  prove  but 
'•  weights,  finWngus  to  our  own  ruin,"  as  one  fpeaks*  This  is  his 
covenant  with  them,.  Jer.  xxxii.  4.  "  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their 
«  hearts,  that  they  fliall  not  depart  from  me.^*  Thusj  as  a  king 
he  prcferves  them. 

5.  As  a  Iking  he  rewards  their  obedience ^  and  encourages  ihehr  ftrt^' 
cere  fervice.  'uiough  all  they  do  for  Chrift  be  duty,  yet  he  hath 
united  their  comfort  with  their  duty  \  **  this  I  had,  becaufe  I  kept 
««  thy  precepts,**  Pfal.  cidx.  56.  TTiey  are  engaged  to  take  this 
encouragement  with  them  to  every  dutv,  that  he  whom  they  fedi 
^  is  atountifulrewarder  offuch  asdihgently  feck  hSmi"  Heb.  xi- 
<J.  O  what  a  good  matter  do  the  faints  fefrvc  !  Hear  how  a  king 
cxpoftij^tcs  with  his  fubjcfts,  Jef.  il.  31.  "  Have  I  been  a  barren 
<«  wildernefs,  or  a  land  of  darknefs  to  you  ?"  q.  d.  Have  I  been 
fuch  a  hard  matter  to  you  ?  Have  you  any  reafon  to  complain  of 
my  fcrvlce  ?  To  whomfoever  I  have  been  ftrait-handed,  lurely  I 
have  not  been  fo  to  you.  You  have  not  found  the  ways  or  wages 
of  fin  like  mine. 

6.  X  He  pacifies  all  intvard  troubles^  and  commandf  peace  when 
their  fpirits  are  tumultuous.  This  «  peace  of  God  rules  in  their 
«<  hesurts/*  Col.  iii.   15.  it  doth  ^a$%vw  a6t  the  part  of  an  nm- 

*  ChriH  and  all  hit  Utde  ones,  under  his  two  wings,  and  in  the  compafs  or  cxr* 
cle  of  hU  arms,  are  ib  fure,  that  caft  him  and  them  in  the  bottom  of  the  lea,  he 
ihzU  cooie  up  again,  and  not  lofe  one.  An  odd  one  cannot,  nor  (hall  be  loft  in  th€ 
tuning. 

•\  PerfeBlonet  Jiil  retlB^^  funt  pmuUra  att  niinam,     Gerf. 

I  It  2£t»  the  part  of  an  umpire  or  judge  among  the  other  affeAions,  for  this  it 
the  meaning  of  the  Word  PpetStvnf ;  when'fhcrdfore,  thefe  ttunultuoui  paiSont, 
^^Z^*  hatred  and  revenge  rife  in  our  hearts,  this  peace  of  God  ought  to  do  its  of- 
fice, i.  r.  pjat  an  end  to  thefe  ntmalts  like  the  judge  in  ancient  games.  DneM* 
in  C»i. 
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pir^mappeifiiigftzxfe  witbin.  When  the  nmnitomis  afeOioM 
arc  up,  and  in  a  hornr ;  when  anger,  hatred,  and  revenge  b^n  ta 
nfe  jntheibol,  thk  hoflies  and  ftills  all.  «  I  will  hearken  (iaith 
^  the  chiirch)  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeak,  for  he  will  fpeak 
^  peace  to  his  people,  and  to  his  iaints,"  Pfal.  Izxv.  9.  He  that 
laith  to  the'raging  fea,  be  ftiU,  and  it  obeys  .hjm»  he  can  onl/ 
pacify  the  dilquieted  fpirit.  They  fay  of  frogs,  that  if  they  be 
croaking  never  (o  much  in  the  night,  bring  but  a  light  amai^ 
them,  and  they  are  all  quiet :  fadx  a  light  i$  the  peace  of  God 
among  our  difordered  aSeOions.  Thefe  are  Chrift's  r^  a£b. 
And  he  puts  them  forth  upon  the  fouls  of  his  people,  powerfully^ 
fweetly,  fuitably. 

(i.)  Powerfully:  whether  he  reftrains  from  fin,  or  impeb  to 
duty,  he  doth  it  with  a  foul-determining  efficacy :  for  ^'  his  king* 
«  dom  is  not  in  word,  but  in  powers'*  i  Cor.  iv.  ao*  And  thoie 
whom  his  Spirit  leads,  go  bound  in  the  fpirit,  to  the  fulfilling  and 
difchargc  of  their  duties,  Afls  xx.  aa.     And  yet, 

(2.)  He  rules  not  by  compulflon,  but  tnofi  fweetly.  His  law  is 
a  law  of  love,  written  upon  their  hearts.  The  church  is  the 
Lamb's  wife,  Rev.  xix.  7.  <<  A  bruifed  reed  he  fhall  not  breakj^ 
*^  and  imoaking  flax  he  fhall  not  quench,''  Ifa.  xlii.  2,  3.  <<  I  be- 
«<  fcech  you  by  the  meekneis  and  gentlencfs  of  Chrift,"  faith  the 
apofUe,  2  Cor.  x.  i .  For  he  delighteth  in  free^  not  in  forced  obe- 
dience. He  rules  Children^  not  Jlaves  ;  and  fo  his  kingly  ponver  is 
mixed  vnHifatherly  love.     His  yoke  is  not  made  of  iron^  but  gold^ 

(3.)  He  rules  them  fuitably  to  their  natures,  in  a  rational  way  ; 
Hof.  xL  4.  "I  drew  them  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  with  bands 
•*  of  love  i"  1.  e.  in  a  way  proper  to  convince  their  reafon,  and 
work  upon  their  ingenuity.  And  thus  his  eternal  kingdom  is  ad- 
ininiflered  by  his  Spirit,  whd  is  his  frorexy  or  viceregent  in  our 
'hearts. 

.  Thirdly^  and  laftly,  we  will  open  the  privileges  pertaining  to  all 
the  fubjeiSb  of  this  fpiritual  kingdom.  And  they  are  fuch  as  fol- 
low. 

I.  Thofe  fouls  ^  otter  whom  Chrtft  reigns  y  ore  certainly  and  fully 
fet  free  from  the  curfe  of  the  laiv.  "  If  the  Son  ipakes  you  free 
"  then  are  you  free  indeed,"  John  viii.  36.  I  fay  not,  they  are 
free  from  tlic  law  as  a  rule  of  life }  fuch  a  freedom  were  no  pri- 
vilege to  them  at  all  :  but  free  from  the  rigorous  exaftions, 
and  terrible  maledidlions  of  it  j  to  .hear  our  liberty  proclaimed 
from  this  bondage,  is  the  joyful  found  indeed,  the  moft  bleffed  voice 
that  ever  our  ears  heard.  And  this  all  that  are  in  Chrift  fliall 
liear ;  «  If  we  be  led  by  the  Spirit,  we  are  not  under  the  law," . 
CJal,  v.  18.  "  BlefTcd  are  the  people  that  hear  this  joyful  found*'-* 
Pfal.  Ixxxbc.  15. 
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2.  Anothi^r  privilege  of  Chrift'^  ibbjcfb,  lAy  fre»bm  fhm  the 
Jkmmon  of  fin.  Rom*  tL  14.  <<  Sin  ihall  not  reign  over  them  ( 
for  they  are  not  under  the  law^  but  under  grace.'*  One  heavea 
cannot  bear  two  funs }  nor  one  Ibul  two  kings :  when  Chrift  takea 
.  the  thronC)  fin  quits  it.  It  is  true,  the  being  of  fin  is  there  ftill  \ 
its  defiling  and  troubling  power  remains  ftiU  \  but  its  domiakm  is 
aboUihed.     O  joyful  tidings !  O  welcome  day  I 

3.  Another  privilege  of  Chrift's  fubjefts^  is,  prc^iStwi  in  aU  the 
troubles  and  dangers  to  nvhUb  their  foiJs  or  hotUes  are  expofed.  <<  This 
<<  man  fhall  be  the  peace,  when  the  Aflyriap  ihall  come  'into  our 
<<  land,  and  when  he  ihail  tread  in  our  palaces,"  ftCc.  v.  ;• 
Kmgs  owe  protection  to  their  fubjeAs :  none  fo  able,  fo  fiuthfiil  in 
that  work  as  Chrift ;  all  <<  thou  gaveft  me,  I  have  kept>  and  none 
«  is  loft,"  John  xvii.  la. 

-  4.  Another  privilege  of  Chrift's  fiibjeCis,  is,  a  merciful  and  ten^ 
Jer-^earing  of  their  burdens  and  it^rmities.  They  have  a  meek  and 
:p8itient  king ;  «  TeQ  the  daughters  of  Sion,  thy  king  cometh  meek 
«<  and  lowly  i"  Mat.  xxi.  5.  Mat.  xi.  ap.  «  Take  my  yoke,  and 
^  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly."  The  meek  Mofes 
could  not  bear  the  provocations  of  the  people,- Numb.  xL  la.  but 
Chrift  bears  them  all:  <<He  carries  the  lambs  in  his  arms,  and 
««  gently  leads  them,  that  be  with  young,"  Ifa.»xlii.  1 1.  He  is  one 
that  can.  have  compallion  upon  the.  ignorant,  and  them  that  are 
out  of  the  way. 

5.  Again,  Sweet  peace^  and  tratfquility  of  fiul^  is  the  privilege  of 
the  fuijeEfs  of  this  kingdom  :  for  this  kingdom  **  coilfiftcth  in  peace, 
«  and  joy  m  the  rfoly-Ghoft,"  Rom.  xiv.  17.  And  till  foob 
come  under  his  fceptre,  they  fhall  never  find  peace :  «  come  unto 
"  me,  ye  that  arc  weary,  I  will  give  you  reft."  Yet  do  not  mijt 
take,  I  fay  not,  they  have  all  a£hial  peace,  at  all  times :  no,  they 
often  break  that  peace  by  fiii  ^  but  they  have  the  root  of  peace,  the 
^c^iind-work  and  caufe  of  pea/:e.  If  they  have,  not  peace,  yet  they 
have  that  which  is  convertible  into  peace  at  any  time.  They  alfo 
are  in  a  ftate  of  pe^ce,  Rom.  v.  1 1.  <<  Being  juftified by  faith,  we 
have  peace  with  God."  This  is  a  feaft  every  day,  a  mercy  which 
they  only  can  duly  value,  that  are  in  the  depths  of  trouUe 
for  fin. 

6.  And  laftly,  everlafiing  falvation  is  the  privilege  of  all  over 
whom.  Chrift  reigns.  Prince  and  Saviour  are  joinfed  together,  A£b 
T.  31.     He  that  can  fay,  '<  thou  (halt  guide  me  with  thy  coun- 

,«  fcls,"  may  add  what  follows,  «« and  afterwards  bring  me  to  glo- 
€t  ry,"  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  14.  .  Indeed,  the  kingdom  of  gprace  doth  but 
Iirecd  up  childn;n  for  xkt  kingdom  of  glory.  And  to  fpeak  as  the 
thing  is^  it  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  here  begun. .  Xhe  difference 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


IjctmiEt  tboa  «$  not  ^ivijkal^  hot  onljr  pr^iud;  and  tberefore 
tkb,  as  Dvdl  as  tbaW  l>ears  di6  name  of  Ae'kingdcnn  of  heaten* 
The  Idng  is  the  fame,  and  the  iaVjecls  the  iame.  The  ful^e&s  of 
Ihb  fire  ihoitl^  to  be  tcanflated  to  AaX  kingdD*n.  Thus  I  have 
ii3ined>  and  mdeed  but  named^  fome  few  of  thofe  ineftunabk 
^rivikgcs  of  Cbrift^sfubjefis.     We  next  applf  it* 

Inference  !•  tio^v  great  is  their  fm  4ind  mifery  who  cmfhiue  im 
'Bondage  tOiJin  and  Satan,  and  f^efufe  the  government  of-  Chrtfii  Who 
lyad  rather  iit  under  the  fhadow  of  that  bramble,  than  under  the 
fweet  and  powerful  government  of  Chrift.  $atan  writes  his  laws 
.in  the  blood  of  liis  fubje&s,  griads  them  with  cruel  ^preffionf^ 
wears  them  out  with  bondage  to  divers  lufb,  and  rewards  d^ir 
&rviGe  with  cverhftiag  nufcry,  ^,  And  yet  how  few  are  weary  of  if, 
and  willing  to  come  over  to  Chrift !  «  fieliold  (&it(h  5me  of  Chrift^ 
«  heraldis*)  Chrift  is  iiithcfieldj  fent  of  God  to  recover  his  right 
^<  and  four  Ubertv.  His  royal  ftandard  is  pitched  in  the  gofpeH 
<<  and  proclamation  mkicy  that  jf  any  poor  finners>  weary  of  thfe 
<<  DevU's  govermoent,  .and  laden  with  the  miferabk  chains  of  his 
<^  finrituaL  bondage,  ]^  as>  thefe  irons  of  his  fins  enter  into  his 
«  very  foul>  Xq-  afflift  it  with  the  fenfe  of  them)  fliall  thus  cotne 
«  and  repair  to  Chrift,  he  fliall  have  proteAioniirom  God*s  juffice, 
<<  the  Devil's  wrath,  and  fin's  dominion  \  in  a  word,  he  jQisdlhave 
•<  reft»  and  that  glorious,  Ifa.  xi.  lo.'* 

And  yet  how  few  ftir  a  foot  towards  Chrift,  but  are  willing  H> 
.  have  their  ears  bored,  and  be  perpetual  (laves  t6  that  cruel  tyrant  ? 
O  when  will  'finners  be  weary  of  their  bondagej  and  figh  after 
deliverance!  If  any  fuch  poor  foul  (hall  read  th€^  lines,  let  them 
•loiow,  and  I  do  proclaim  it  in  the  name  of  my  royal  Mafter,  and  • 
gve  him  the  word  of  a  King  for  it,  he  fhall  not  be  rejected  by 
Chrift,  John  vi.  37.  Come,  poor  finners,  come,  the  Lord  Jefus 
is  a  mex^riful  King,  and  never  did^  nor  will  hang  up  that  poor 
penitent,  that  puts  the  rope  about  his  own  neck,  and  fubinits  to 
mercy. 

Inf*  2.  Hvw  much  doth  it  cancer n  us  to  enquire  and  know  fvhofe  g^ 
yernmentwe  are  under,  and  who  is  ling  over  ourfials;  whether  Chrifi 
or  Satan  ie  in  the  throncy  and/ways  the  fceptre  over  our  fitdsf 

Reader,  the  work  I  would  now  engage  thy  foul  in,  is  the  fenic^ 
that  JiHus  Chrift  will  thoroughly  and  efte6hi;dly  do  in  the  great ' 
day.  Then  will  he  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  every  thing  that 
offends,  feparate  the  tares  and  wheat,  divide  the  whole  world  info 
two  ranks  or  grand  diviiions,  how  many  diviiions  and  fubdivifions  fo» 
ever  there  be  in  it  now.  It  nearly  concerns  thee  therefore  ^o  know 
who  is  Lord  and.  King  m  thy  fouL     To  help  thee  m  this  great 

I '  iimi  I         ■  ■   I    ■■  ■  .  -       .IIP 

*  Gu^all*«  ChriiUaii  &nno«r,  p.  %x%, 
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work,  make  ufe  of  the  following  hLats ;  for  I  cannot  fully  proie- 
cute  thefe  things  as  I  would. 

1.  f  <«  To  whom  do  you  yield  your  obedience  ?  His  fubjeds 
and  fervants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey,"  Rom.  v5.  16.  It  is  but  a 
mockery  to  give  Chrift  the  empty  titles  of  hotd  and  IQng^  whtift 
ye  give  your  real  fcrvice  to  fin  and  Satan.  What  is  this  but  like 
the  Jews,  to  bow  the  knee  to  him,  and  fay,  Hail  mafter,  and  cru- 
cify him?  **  Then  arc  ye  his  difdpies,  if  ye  do  whatfbcvcr  he 
<*  commands  you,"  John  xv.  14.  He  that  is  Chrift's  fervant  in: 
jefif  (hall  be  damned  in  eamefl,  Chrift  doth  not  compliment  with 
you  s  his  pardons,  promifes,  and  falvation  are  real ;  O  let  your 
obedience  be  fo  too  !  Let  it  be  finccre  and  univerfal  obedience ; 
this  will  evidence  your  unfeigned  fabjeftion  to  Chrift.  Do  not  dare 
to  ^nterprize  any  thing,  till  you  know  Chrift's  pleafure  and  will, 
Rom.  xii.  2*  Enquire  of  Clirift,  as  David  did  of  the  Lord,  i  Sam* 
xxiii.  9,  10,  II.  Lord,  may  I  do  this  or  that  ?  or  fhall  I  forbear  i 
I  befeech  thee  tell  thy  fervant- 

2.  Have  you  the  power  of  godlinefs^  or  a  form  of  it  only?  There  be 
many  that  do  but  trifle  in  religion,  and  play  about  the  ikirts  and 
borders  of  it ;  fpending  their  time  about  jejune  and  barren  contro* 
verfies :  but  as  to  the  power  of  religion,  and  the  life  of  godlinefi, 
which  confift  in  communion  with  God  in  duties  and  ordinances, 
tvhich  promote  holinefi,  .and  mortify  their  lufts,  they  concern  not 
themfelves  about  thefe  things.  But  furely  **  the  kingdom  of  God 
**  is  not  in  word,  but  in  power,"  i  Cor.  iv.  20.  It  is  not  meat 
and  drink,  (i.  e.  dry  difputes  about  meats  and  drinks)  <<  but  righte- 
<«  oufnefi,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  for  he  that 
<*  in  thefe  things  ferveth  Clirift,  is  acceptable  to  God,  and  ap- 
«  proved  of  men,*'  Rom.  xiv.  17,  18.  O  I  am  afraid  when  the 
great  hoft  of  profeffors  fhall  be  tried  by  thefe  rules,  they  will 
inrink  up  into  a  little  handful,  as  Gideon's  hoft  did. 

3.  Have  ye  the  fpecial faving  knowledge  of  Chrift?  All  his  fubje^ 
arc  tranflatcd  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  Co!,  i.  13.  The 
devil,  that  ruleth  over  you  in  the  days  of  your  ignorance,  is  called 
the  ruler  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world;  his  fubjefts  arc  all  blind,  clfc 
he  could  never  rule  them.  A&  foon  as  their  eyes  be  t)pened,  they 
run  out  of  his  kingdom,  and  there  is  no  retaining  them  in  fubjec* 
don  to  him  any  longer. '  O  enquire  then,  whether  you  are  brought 
out  of  darknefi  into  this  marvellous  light !  ^o  you  fee  your  condi- 

VoL.  L  D  d 


*  O  bow  many  of  iu  would  hftve  CUrii>  divided  into  halves,  that  we  might  take 
the  half  of  him  only ;  his  office,  Jefus,  aud  falvation  ?  But  Lwd  i<  a  ciunberfonie 
word,  and  to  obey,  and  work  out  our  own  ialvatioB,  and  perfeA  hdinefs,  U  the 
cunitMuiiiine  and  ftormy  north  fide  of  C]^ift»  and  that  wc  cuh^w  »nd  fhi£t  q& 
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tkm,  how  fid,  miferstble,  wretched  it  is  by  nature  ?  do  you  fisc 
your  remedy,  as  it  Ijcs  only  in  Chf  ift,  and  liis  {n-ecious  blood  ? 
Do  you  fee  the  true  way  of  obtaining  intcreft  in  that  blood  by 
fcith  ?  doth  this  knowledge  run  into  praftice,  and  put  you  upon 
lamenting  heartily  your  mifery  by  lin  ?  thirfting  vehemently  ajftcr 
Chrift  and  his  righteoufncfs  ?  ftriving  continually  for  a  heart  to 
facheve  and  clofe  with  Chrift  ?  This  will  evidence  you  indeed  to 
be  tranflated  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  into  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift. 

4.  With  whom  do  you  delightfully  ajfociate  yoitrfelves?  WTio  are  your 
Aofm  companions'?  You  may  fee  to  whom  you  belong  by  the  conv- 
pany  you  join  yourfelves  to.  What  do  the  fubjcfts  of  Chrift 
«mong  the  flaves  of  Satan?  If  the.fubje^ts  of  one  kingdom  be  in 
another  king's  dominion,  they  love  to  be  together  with  their  own 
ooiUitryxnen,  rather  than  the  natives  of  the  place ;  fo  do  the  fer^ 
vants  of  Chrift.  They  are  a  company  of  themfelves,  as  it  is  faid,' 
Afts  iv.  23.  <«  They  went  to  their  own  company."  I  knov^  the 
fiib)e£b  of  both  kingdoms  are  here  mingled,  and  we  cannot  avoid 
the  company  of  finners  except  we  go  out  of  the  world,  i  Qkx.  v. 
10.  but  yet  all  your  deliglits  fliould  be  in  the  faints  and  iti  the  ex- 
cdlentof  the  earth,  Pfal.  xvi.  3. 

5.  Do  you  live  holy  and  righteous  lives?  If  not,  you  may  claim  in- 
tcreft in  Chrift  as  your  King,  but  he  will  never  allow  your  claim. 
^  The  fceptr€  of  his  kingdom  is  a  fccptre  of  righteoufnefi,'*  Pfai. 
xlv.  6.  If  ye  opprefs,  go  beyond,  and  cheat  your  brethren,  and 
yet  call  yourfelves  Clirift's  fubjefts,  what  greater  reproach  can  ye 
ftudy  to  caft  upon  him  ?  What !  is  Chrift  the  King  of  cheats  ? 
Doth  he  patronize  fuch  things  as  thefe  ?  No,  no,  pull  off  your 
▼izards,  and  fell  into  ycur  own  places ;  you  belong  to  another 
prince,  and  not  to  Chrift. 

Inf  3.  Doth  Chrift  exercife  ftich  a  kingly  power  over  the  ibub 
of  ail  them  that  are  fubdued  by  the  gofpel  to  him  ?  O  then  lei  ail 
that  are  under  ChriJFs  government  walk  as  thefuhjeSis  of  fuch  a  Kin^. 
Imitate  your  King ;  the  examples  of  kings  arc  very  influential  up- 
on their  fubjefts.  Your  King  hath  commanded  you  not  only  to 
take  Ixis  yoke  upon  you,  but  alfo  to  learn  of  him,  Matth.  xk  ap. 
Yea,  and  «  if  any  man  fay  that  he  is  Chrift's,  let  him  walk  even 
"  as  Chrift  walked,"  i  John  ii.  6.  Your  King  is  meek  and  pa-» 
ticnt,  Ifa.  liii.  7.  as  a  lamb  for  meeknefs :  (hall  his  fubje^  be  lions 
for  fiercencfs  ?  Your  King  was  humble  and  lowly ;  Matth.  xxi.  5. 
«  Behold  thy  King  cometh  meek  and  lowly."  Will  you  be 
proud  and  lofty  ?  Doth  thisi  become  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ?  Your 

•  Re^h  ad  exfmplim  9tHm.{  corr-f^onlliir  j)rt/h.     The  whole  world  foUoW  the  example 
6f  Ui«  Princr. 
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King  was  a  felf-denying  King  $  he  conld  deny  his  outward  com- 
forts, cafe,  honour,  liife,  to  ferve  liis  Father's  defign,  and  aceonl- 
plifli  jcmr  falvation,  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  Phil.  ii.  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  -6,  7,  9. 
ShaU  his  fervants  be  felf-ended,  and  felf-feeking  perfons,  thdt  wMl 
expofe  his  honour,  and  hazard  the»  own  ibuls  for  the  trifles  of 
time  ?  God  forbid.  Your  King  was  painful,  laborious,  and  <Mfi- 
gent  in  fulfilling  his  work,  John  ix.  3^  Let  not  his  fervants  be 
lazy  and  flothful.  O  imitate  your  King,  follow  the  pattern  of 
your  King :  this  will  give  you  comfort  now,  and  boldnefs  in  the 
day  of  judgment,  if  as  he  was,  fo  ye  are  in  this  world,  i  John 
IV.   17. 


SERMON    XVII. 

Of  the  Kingly  OfSce  of  Chrift,  a3  it  is  providentially  executed  in 
the  World,  for  the  Redeemed. 

EpH.   1.    22- 

And  batb  put  all  things  wider  hisfeety  and  gave  hitn  to  be  the  head 
over  all  things  to  the  church* 

fT'HE  foregoing  vcrfa  art  fpent  in  a  thankful  and  humble  ado- 
Jk  ration  .of  the  grace  of  God,  in  bringing  the  Ephefians  to 
bdieve  in  Chrift.  This  cffisft  of  that  power  that  raifed  their, 
hearts  to  believe  in  Chrift,  is  here  compared  with  that  other  glo- 
rious effisA  of  it,  even  the  ratfing  of  Chrift  himfelf  from  the  dead : 
both  tbde  owe  tbemfelves  to  the  fame  efficient  caufe.  It  raifed 
Chrift  from  a  kw  eftate,  even  from  the  dead,  to  a  high,  a  very 
iughand  glorious  ftate ;  to  be  the  head  both  of  the  worlds  and  of 
the  church;  the  head  of  the  world  by  way  of  dominion,  the  head 
cf  Ae  church  by  way  of  union,  and  fpecial  influence,  ruling  the^ 
tmoM  for  the  good  of  his  people  in  it.  ^  He  giive  him  to  be  t&e 
^  hesaA  over  all  things  to  the  church." 

in  thisicripture  let  theie  four  tilings  be  feriouily  regarded. 
1.  The  dignity  and  authority  committed  to  Clu-iftj  «  He  hatifi 
^  pat  all  things  under  his  feet;"  which  implies,  full,  ample  and 
Jbmsxtc  dominion  m  Um,  and  fubje&ion  in  them  over  whom  he 
xrigns.  This  power  is  delegated  to  liim  by  the  Father :  for  be* 
-BAbb  the  ^Miali  native^  ingenitc  power  and  dominion  over' all, 
-irhidi  he  hadi  as  <3od,  and  is  conunon  to  every  peribn  in  the 
€3odfaead^  P&L'  xxii.  28.  there  is  a  mediatory  dtfpenfed  authority, 
vrhidi  is  proper  to  him  as  Mediatory  which  h^  receives  as  the  rem 
ward  or  #ait  of  his  fofiering,  PM.  U.  %* 
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7^  The  fubje£l  recipient  of  this  authority,  which  is  Chrift,  and 
C\vn&  prinuurilyy  and  mly:  he  is  the  vfvrn  h^rixoty  firft  receptacle 
.  of  all  authority  and  power.  Whatever  authority  any  creature  ia 
clothed  with,  is  but  minifterial  and  derivative y  whether  it  hefoUH^ 
caly  or  eccleJiaJUcaL  ChriA  is  the  only  Lordy  Jude,  ver.  4.  Thfr 
fountain  of  all  power. 

3.  The  chject  of  this  authority,  tke  whole  creation ;  all  tUhgs 
-are  put  under  his  feet :  he  rules  from  fea  to  fea,  even  to  the  utoioft. 
bounds  of  God's  creation,  «  Thou  haft  given  him  power  over  all 
<<  fleih/'  John  xvii.  2.  all  creatures,  rational,  toA  irrational,  ani- 
mate, and  inanimate,  angels,  devils,  men,  winds;  feas,  all  obey  him* 

4.  And  efpedally,  take  notice  of  thejfm/  rr/r,  the  end  for  which 
he  governs  and  rules  the  univerfal  empire  ;  it  is^  the  churchy  i.  c, 
*  for  the  advantage,  comfort,  and  falvation  of  that  chofen  remnant 
he  died  for.  He  purchaled  the  church  5  and  that  he  might  have 
the  highcft  fecurity  that  his  blood  fliould  not  he  loft,  God  the  Fa- 
ther hath  put  all  things  into  his  hand,  to  order  and  diipofe  ail  as 
he  pleafeth.  For  the  furtherance  of  that  his  defign  and  end,  as  he 
bought  the  perfons  of  fome,  fb  the  fcrvices  of  all  the  reft  5  and 
that  thev  might  effcftually  fcrvc  the  end  they  are  defigned  to, 
Chrift  will  order  them  all  in  a  bleflcd  fubordination  and  liibfervi-* 
ency  thereunto.     Hence  the  point  is,  ^ 

DoA.  That  all  the  affairs  of  the  hingthm  tf providence  are  9rdcrid 
and  determined  by  Jefus  Chrift j  fir  thefpecial  advantap^  and 
everlajling  good  ojhis  redeemed  people^ 

John  xvii.  2.  <<  As  thou  haft  given  him  power  over  all  iiefh,  that 

*«  he  ihould  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  haft  given  him.** 

Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  tl;iat  <<  all  things  work  together  fat  good 

*<  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  that  are  the  called  according  to 

><«  h»  purpofe,"  Rom.  viii.  28. 

That  Jefus  Chrift  hath  a  providential  influence  upon  all  the  afu 
fairs  of  this  world  is  evident,  both  froaifcripture  affertumsy  and  m^ 
ttonal  ohfervationsy  made  upon  the  actings  of  things  here  beldw. 

The  firft  chapter  of  Ezckiel  contains  an  admirable  fcheme  Of 
drai^t  of  providence.  There  you  fee  how  all  the  wheels,  i.  ^ 
the  motions  and  revolutions  here  on  earth,  are  guided  by  thermit 
that  is  in  them.  And,  ver.  26*  it  is  all  run  up  into  the  fupremc 
caufe  \  there  you  find  one  like  the  Son  of  iQan,  which  is  Jeiu3 
Chrift,  fitting  upon  the  throne,  and  «dng  forth  orders  from 
thence  for  the  government  of  all :  and  il  it  were  not  fi>,  how*  is  it 
that  there  are  fuch  ffa-ong  combinations,  and  predifpofitioiis  of 

«  He  obtains  this  dofninioo  €or  the  good  of  Jiis  charch.    Qneh^  in  Wc^ 
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perfons  and  ^hfasfs  tofiich  ends  and  ifliiesy  wkho^t.itBy-cmnniiuu. 
cations  of  counfels^  or  holding  of  intelligence  with  one  another  i 
As  in  liraefs  deliverance  out  of  Egypt^  and  innumerable  more  in^ 
fiances  have  appeared.  Certainly,  if  ten  men,  from  feveral  placei^ 
ihould  all  meet  at  one  place,  ^d  about  one  buiinefs,  without  any 
fore-appointment  among  themfelves,  it  would  argue  their  motioaf 
were  fecretly  over-ruled  by  ibme  Invifible  ag^t.  How  is  it  that 
(uch  marvellous  .efFe£ts  are  produced  in  .the  world  by  caufes.  that 
carry  no  proportion  to  them  ?  Amos  v.  p.  and  i  Cor.  i.  27.  and 
as  <^en>  the  moft  apt  and  likely  means  are  rendered  wholly  ii>- 
efieOual?  Ffal.  xxxiii.  i5.  In  a  word,  if  Chriil  hath  no  fuck 
.  providential  influx,  how  are  his  people  in  all  a^es  preferved  in  the 
midft  of  fo  many  millions  of  potent  and  malicious^.  e^iemies» 
amongft  %/hom  they  live  as  fheep  in  the  midft  of  wplves  ?  Luke  3^^ 
3.  How  is  it  that  the  buih  burns,  and  yet  is  not  confumed? 
Exod*  iii.  a. 

But  my  bufineis,  in  this  difcourfe,  is  not  to  prove  that  there  is  t 
Providence,  which  none  but  Athpfts  deny.  I  fliall  chufe  rather 
to  ihew  by  what  a£b  Jefus  Chrift  adminifters  this  kingdom,  and 
in  what  manner ;  and  what  ufe  may  be  made  thereof. 

Fir/ff  I^  rules  and  orders  the  kmgdom  of  Providence,  hy/up^ 
Portingf  permitting^  rejlraining^  limiting,  protefling,  puni/bingf  and 
rewarding  thoft  over  whom  he  reigns  providentially* 

I.  *  He  fupporti  the  world,  and  all  creatures  in  it,  by  his  pow- 
er. <«  My  Father  works  hitherto^  and  I  work,"  John  v,  17. 
<<  And  m  him  (that  is,  in  Chrift)  all  things  conilft/'  Col.  a.  17* 
It  is  a  confiderable  part  of  Chrift's  glory  to  have  a  whole  world 
of  creatures  owing  their  bemg  and  hourly  conforvations  to  him. 
The  parts  of  the  world  are  not  coupled  and  faftened  together  ag 
the  parts  of  a  houfe,  whofe  beams  are  pinned  and  nailed  to  each 
^ther;  but  rather  as  feveral  rings  of  iron,  which  hang  together 
by  the  virtue  of  a  loadftone.  This  goodly  fabric  was  raifed  to 
the  foundation  when  iin  entered,  and  had  tumbled  into  everlafting 
confofion,  had  not  Chrift  ftept  in  to  fhore  up  the  reeling  'world. 
For  the  fake  of  his  redeemed  that  inhabits  it,  he  doth  and  will 
prop  it  by  his  omnipotent  power.  And  when  he  hath  gathered 
all  his  eledl  out  of  it  into  the  kingdom  above,  then  will  he  fet  fire 
to  the  four  quarters  of  it,  and  it  Ihall  lie  in  aihcs.    Meanwhile,  he 

*  The  world  is  continued  on  account  of  the  Church  which  is  in  it;  otherwife  th« 
bavefi  aad  earth  would  be  burst  up  in  one  moment :  becaufe  the  whole  world  ta 
Wit  worth  one  grain  of  wheat :  as  it  is  indeed  full  of  blafphemy  and  impietr,  a»- 
lefa  the  Church  fupported  the  world  by  word  and  prayer,  all  things  would  be  de- 
ilroyed  inftantly.     Luther  in  Gettefis  ixx,  .       , 

Both  the  cvrfe  of  the  fM  coTenaot,  and  the  bieffing  of  the  fecond,  fecure  the 
coDtittaatioa  of  ihe  world,  until  God's  pnrpoics  relating  to  the  object  of  both  Ve 
accompliihcd  in  it,    ££igr* 
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M  **gMik  .4«r  «  «<rfeD«i<  to  4ie  people^  ^  tftabltfli  49k  ^tfO/^ 

2«  He  permits  and  Aifiers  the  worft  of  (reatures  ia  his  dmnkiioB 
#e  be  an<l  aS  as  the^  do.  ^<  The  deceived^  and  ilie  deeeivi^,'  are 
«<  faisy*'  Job.  xii.  i6.  Ertn  thoTe  that  fighit  agftinft  Chrift  and  bk 
people^  receive  both  power  and  permiifiion  from  him.  Saynoty 
that  it  is  unbecondng  the  noft  Holy  to  permit  fvKh  evils,  whidi 
lie  could  prevent  if  he  pleafed.  For  as  he  permits  no  more  thali 
he  will  overrule  to  his  praifej  fo  that  very  permiffion  of  hkf  is 
Ifeoly  and  juft.  ChriiFs  working  is  not  confomided  with  the  crea- 
Cure's.  "Purt  fmi^beams  -are  not  tainted  by  the  noifome  yqxmrs  ef 
%he  dtmghill  oti  which  they  fhinc.  His  holinefs  hath  no  fellow- 
Aip  with  their  iniqttities ;  nor  are  their  tratifgreffions  at  iflex-» 
t^tiTed  by  his  penniffions  of  them.  <^  He  ts  a  rock,  his  work  is  per- 
*'  feft  $  A^  they  have  corrupted  Aemfelves,**  Dent-  xxxii.  4,  5. 
This  holy  permiflion  is  but  the  withholding  of  thole  feftr^nts 
from  thdr  lufts,  and  denying  thole  common  affiftances  whidi  he 
is  no  way  bound  to  give  them.  Afis  idv.  16.  ^  He  fiiflSavd  sdl 
*«  nations  to  walk  in  their  own  ways.**  And  yet  Aould  he  permit 
£nful  creatures  to  ad  out  all  the  wickednefs  that  is  in  ihat  hearts, 
there  would  neither  remain  peace  nor  order  in  the  world.  And 
wercBTre, 

3.  He  powerfully  reftrains  creatures  l^  the  bridle  of  providence, 
-from  die  commiffion  of  thofe  things,  to  which  their  hearts  are 
fn^penfe  enough,  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  10.  ^  The  remainder  of  wrath  thou 
^  wflt  reftrain,"  or  •  gird  up  \  lettingferth  juft  fomudi  as  fliall 
ferve  his  holy  ends,  and  no  more.  And  truly  this  is  one  of  Ae 
flbrioiis  myfteries  of  Providence,  which  ama2es  the  ferioiis  and 
«oiiiiderate  %ul ;  to  fee  the  fpirh  of  a  creature  fiiMy  fet  to  do  xm£* 
chief;  power  enough,  as  one  wouldv  think,  in  his  hand  to  do  it» 
ftnd  a  docx*  of  opportunity  ftandii2g  open  for  it  \  and  yet  the  e4eft 
ibangely  hindered.  The  ffanong  propenfions  of  the  will  are  ifi«» 
4rardly  checked,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Laban,  Gen.  xxxi.  24.  or  a  di- 
"verfion,  and  Tub  is  ftrangely  caft  m  their  way  ;  as  in  ti»e  cafe  df 
Senacherib,  2  Kings  xix.  7,  8.  fo  that  their  hands  cannot  perfarwt. 
^hekr  enterprizes.  Julian  had  two  great  defigns  before  him,  one 
^•las  to  conquer  the  Perfians,  the  other  to  root  out  the  GaUleaes, 
«s  he,  by  way  of  contempt,  called  the  Chriftians :  but  he  wiH 
begin  with  tlie  Periians  iirft,  and  then  make  a  facrifice  of  all  the 
XSbriftians  to  hi^  idob.  He  doth  by  and  peiiihcs  in  the  firft  at- 
^ompt.    O  the  wifdom  of  Providence ! 

4.  Jefus  Chrift  limits  the  creatures  in  their  acting,  affigning  them 
.tbor  boimdaries  and  lines  of  liberty  *,  to  which  they  may,  but  be- 
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yond  ft  cannot,  go.  Rev.  ii.  lo.  ^  Fear  nraie  of  theft  thuigt'thaf 
<<  ye  fhall  fuffer ;  behold,  the  deyii  fhall  caft  fotne  of  yon  into 
^<  prifon>  and  ye  fhall  have  tribulation  ten  days."  They  would  have 
caft  them  into  their  graves,  but  it  fhall  only  be  into  prifbnst 
They  would  have  ftretched  out  their  hands,  upon  them  all :  no^ 
bat  only  fome  o^  them  fhall  be  expofed :  They  would  have  kept 
them  there  perpetually ;  no,  it  mufl  be  but  for  ten  days,  Ezeki 
xzii.  6.  <<  Behold,  the  priilces  of  Ifrael  were  in  thee,  every  oad 
<«  to  their  power  to  fhed  blood.*^  They  went  as  br  asthey  had 
ptrnter  to  go,  not  as  far  as  they  had  f&r//to  go.  Four  hundred  and 
thirty  years  were  determined  upon  the  poople  of  God  in  Egypt  f 
and  then,  even  in  thai  very  mgbt^  God  brought'  them  forth ;  for 
then  f<  the  time  of  the  promife  was  come/'  AAs  vii.  17. 

5.  The  Lord  Jefus  providentially  proteBs  his  people  anddft  n 
world  of  enemies  and  dangers.  It  was  Chrift  that  appeared  unto 
Mofes  in  the  flaming  bufh,  and  preferved  it  from  being  coilfumed. 
The  bufh  fignified  the  people  of  God  in  Egypt :  the  fire  flaming 
<m  it;  the  ezquifite  fuflerings  they  there  endured :  the  fafety  of  the 
boih,  amidft  the  flames,  the  Lord's  admirable  tare  and  prote£tioa 
of  his  poor  fuflering  ones.  None  fb  tenderly  care&l  as  Chrifh 
«  As  Wrds  flying,  fo  he  defends  Jerufalem."  Ifa.  xxxi.  5.  i.  e.  a$ 
they  fly  fwiftly  towards  their  nefts,  crying  when  their  young  are  vb, 
danger,  fb  will  the  Lord  prciJ^rve  his.  They  are  •«  preferved  tn 
^<  Qbrifl  Jefiis,  ^tAt  i.  as  Noah  and  lus  family  were  in  the  ark- 
Hear  how  a  Worthy  of  our  own  exprefies  himfelf  on  this  p<Mnt*. 

^That  we  are  at  peace  in  our  houfes,  at  reft  in  our  beds ;  that 
^*  we  have  any  quiet  in  our  enjoyments,  is  from  hence  alone; 
«<  Whofe  perfon  would  not  be  defiled,  or  deftroyed  ?  whofe  ha- 
'^  bitation  would  not  be  ruined  ?  whofe  blood  sdmofi  would  not 
**  be  fhedy  if  wicked  men  had  power  to  perpetrate  all  their  con* 
<^  ceived  fin  ?  It  may  be,  the  rain  of  fome  of  us  hath  been  con- 
•«  ceived  a  thoufand  times.  We  are  beholden  to  this  Providence, 
«'  of  obflm£liniig  fin,  for  our  lives,  <m  families,  our  efhites,  our 
<*  liberties,  and  whs^oever  s  or  may  be  dear  to  us.  For  may  we 
«*  not  fay  fometimes  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  Ivii.  4.  My  foul  is 
«  among  lions,  and  I  /ii  even  otmng  them  tUfolt  are  fit  on  fire,  even  the 
«»  fiesirfmenj  is^fi  teeth  arefptarsy  and  their  tongue  afiarpfijoord  t 
«*  And  how  is  the  dclivcratkre  of  men  contriv^  from  fuch  per* 
«<  fims  i  Pfal.  viii.  6.  Ood  breaks  their  teeth  in  their  mouths^  /wn 
'<  the  great  tieth  of  the  young  iions.  He  keeps  this  fire  from  burq* 
«  iag,-*— fikne  he  cuts  off  and  deflroys :  fome  he  cuts  fhort  in  their 
«  power :  fome  he  dfeprivcs  of  the  inllnunents  whereby  alone  thcf 
><  can  work :  ibsie  he  prevents  in  their  defired  opportunities,  or 

'    *  Dr  pw«a  M  ladirtOing  di«« 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


2X6  The  Fountain  rfLife.  Ssili.  XVII. 

«  diverts  by  other  objefis  for  their,  laft;  and  oftentimes  caufeth 
«<  them  to  fpend  them  among  themfelves,  one  upon  another.  We 
«  may  fay,  therefore,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  civ.  24.  O  Lordy 
*^  hoiff  manifold  are  thy  tuorist  in  Hvifdom  haft  thou  made  them  all ; 
«<  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches.'' 

6.  He  futtijbes  the  evil  doers,  and  repays,  by  providence  into 
their  own  lap,  the  mifchiefs  they  do,  or  but  intend  to  do,  unto 
thoofi  that  £car  him.  Pharaoh,  Senacherib,  both  the  Julians,  and 
mnumerable  more,  are  the  lafting  monuments  of  his  righteous  re- 
tribution. It  is  true,  afinner  may  do  evil  an  hundred  tiirus^  and  ins 
days  be  prolonged:  but  oft-times  God  hangs  upfome  eminent  iin- 
ners  in  chains,  as  fpe£bcles  and  iramings  to  others.  Many  a  heavy 
blow  hath  Providence  given  to  the  enemies  of  God,  which  they 
were  never  able  'to  recover.  Chrift  rules,  and  that  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies,  Pfal.  ex.  a. 

7.  And  lafily.  He  rewards  by  Providence  the  fervices  dolie  to 
him  and  his  people.  Out  of  this  treafure  of  Providence  God  re- 
pays oftentimes  thofe  that  ferve  him,  and  that  with  a  hundred-fold 
rewai^dnow  in  this  life,  Mattli.  xol.  29.  This  a&ive,  vigilant  Pro- 
vidence hath  its  eye  upon  all  the  wants,  ftraits,  and  troubles  of 
the  creatures :  but  efpecially  upon  fuch  as  religion  brings' us  unto. 
What  huge  volumes  of  experiences  might  the  people  of  God  write 
upon  this  iubjeft  ?  and  what  a  plea£int  hiftory  would  it  be,  to  read 
the  ftrange,  conftant,  wonderful,  and  unexpefted  actings  of  Pro- 
vidence, for  them  that  have  left  themfelves  to  its  care  ? 

Secondly^  We  fhall  next  enqmre  how  Jefus  Chrift  adminifters 
this  providential  kingdom. 

And  here  I  muft  take  notice  of  the  means  by  which,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  doth  it.  The  means,  or  inftnmients,  he  u(es 
in  the  governing  the  providential  kingdom,  (for  he  is  not  perlbn^ 
ally  prcfent  with  us  himielf),  arc  either  angels  or  men ;  <*  the  an- 
^  gels  are  niiniftring  creatures,  fent  forth  by  him  for  the  good  of 
«<  them  that  ihall  be  heirs  of  falvation,"*  Heb.  i.  14.  Luther  tells 
us,  they  have  two  offices,  fuperius  canere^  it  inferius  vigilare^ 
<<  to  fing  above,  and  watch  beneath.''  Thefe  do  us  many  invi- 
fible  offices  of  love.  They  have  dear  and  tender  refpe^  and  love 
for  the  faints.  To  them,  God«  as  it  were,  puts  forth  his  chil- 
dren to  nurfe,  and  they  are  tenderly  careful  of  them  whilft  they 
live,  and  bring  them  home  in  their  arms  to  their  Father  when 
they  die.  And  as  angels,  fo  men  are  the  fervants  of  Providence ; 
yea,  bad  men  as  well  as  good.  Cyrus,  on  that  account,  is  called 
God's  fervant:  they  fulfil  his  will,  whilft  they  are  profecuting 
their  own  lufts.  «f  The  earth  fhall  help  the  woman,'*  Rev.  xiL  1 6. 
But  good  men  delight  to  ferve  Providence;  they  and  the  angels 
are  felIow*fervants  in  one  houfe,  and  to  one  mafter^  Rev.  xlx.  lo. 
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Tea,  there  is  not  a  creature  in  heaven,  earth,  or  hell|  but  Jefus 
Chrift  can  providentially  ufe  it  and  fenrc  his  ends,  and  promote 
his  dcfigns  by  it.  But  whatever  the  inftrumcnt  be  Chrift  ufes,  of 
this  we  may  be  certain,  that  his  providential  working  is  holy,  ju*- 
didous,  fovereign,  profound,  irnefiftible,  harmonious,  and  to  the 
fidnts  peculiar. 

1.  It  is  holy.  Though  he  permits,  limits,  orders  and  over- 
rales  many  unholy  pcrfons  and  adioits,  yet  he  ftill  works  like  him- 
IHf,  moft  holily  and  purely  throughout.  <<  The  Lord  b  righte« 
•«  ous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works,  Pfal.  cxlv.  17.  it 
is  eafier  to  feparate  light  from  a  fun-beam,  than  holinels  from  the 
woiks  of  God»  The  beft  of  men  cannot  efcape  fin  in  their  moft 
holy  aflions}  they  cannot  touch,  but  arc  defiled.  But  no  fin 
cleaves  to  God,  whatever  he  hath  to  do  about  it. 

2.  Chrift^s  pnovidential  working  is  not'only  moft  pore  and  bolfy 
but  alio  moft  wife  and  judicious*  Ezek.  i.  20.  <<  The  wheels  are 
•«  full  of  eyes  i^  They  are  not  moved  by  a  blind  impetus^  ^  but  in  deep 
counfel  and  wifilom.  And,  indeed,  the  wifdom  of  Providence 
manifefts  itfelf  principally  in  the  choice  of  fuch  flatcs  fi>r  the  people 
gf  God,  as  fhall  moft  efieAuaUy  promote  their  eternal  hapinnefir* 
And  herein  it  goes  quite  beyond  our  underftandhigs  and  compre* 
henfions.  It  make^  that  medicinal  and  falutiferous,  which  we  judge 
as  deftruAive  to  our  comfort  and  good,  as  poifon.  I  remember,  it 
is  a  note  of  Suarezf ,  (peaking  of  the  felicity  of  the  other  world : 
•f  Then  (faith  he)  the  bleffed  fhall  fee  in  God  all  thuigs  and  cirs. 
<<  cumftances  pertaining  to  them,  excellently  accommodated  and 
"  attempered  5**  then  fliall  they  fee  that  thi  crofling  of  their  dc- 
fircs  vas  the  faving  of  their  fouls ;  and  that  otherwife  they  had 
pcrifhcd-  The  moft  wife  Providence  looks  beyond  us.  It  eyes  the 
end,  and  fUits  all  things  thereto,  and  not  to  our  fond'  defires. 

3.  The  providence  of  Chrift  is  moft  fupreme  and  fovereign* 
<'  Whatfbever  he  pleafeth,  that  he  doth  in  heaven  and  in  earth, 
*«  and  in  all  places,**  Pfal.  cxxxv.  6.  '*  He  is  Lord  of  lords,  and 
**  Eng  of  kings,**  Rev,  xix.  id.  The  greateft  monarchs  on  earth 
are  but  as  little  bits  of  clayf ,  as  the  worms  of  the  earth  to  him  : 
they  all  depend  on  him,  Prov.  viii.  15,  16.  <<  By  me  kings  reign, 
«^  and  princes  decree  juftice :  by  me  princes  rule,  nobles,  even  all 
«  the  judges  of  the  earth.*' 

VoL.I.  Ee 

f  Bcatux  ia  Deo  vidtt  rei  cnmex  mtcomfMiait  adfe  ftriinenUi^  et  omna  ctreumBaniiat 
msvmmodaUu,     Suarez. 

i  Hit  bM^  (G«Bt.  V.  ».)  gokl  of  gold;  which  intimatf  tlM  iocompMaUe  cs» 
ceUency  of  Chril^'s  kingdom;  gold  on  his  head,  ia  aA  oafigo  of  royalty,  of  whtfh 
crowns  were  ma^;  therefore  the  expreilioB,  Gold  of  gold,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame 
impeit  with  JBuDg  of  kings,    firigbtmanan  Cant. 
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4.  Providence  is  profound  and  iiifcrutable.  The  judgments  of 
Oirift  are  "  a  gre^t  deep,  and  his  footfteps  are  not  kno^vn,  PfaL 
jLxxvi.  6.  There  are  hard  texts  in  the  ivorhs  as  well  as  in  the 
ivords  of  Chriji.  The  wifcft  heads  have  been  at  a  lofs  in  interpret- 
ing foxne  Providences,  Jer.  xii.  i,  2.  Jobxxi.  7.     The  angels  had 

•  the  hands  of  a  man  under  their  wings,  £zek.  i.  8.  i-  e.  they 
wrought  fecretly  and  myfterioufly. 

5.  Providence  is  irrefiftible  in  its  defigns  and  motions*;  for  all 
providences  are  but  fulfiUings  and  accpmpliftunents  of  God's  im- 
mutable decrees.  Eph.  i.  1 1.  «<  He  works  aU  things  according  to 
«  the  counfel  of  his  own  will/*  *  Hence  Zech.  vi.  i.  the  in&ii- 
ments  by  which  God  executed  his  wrath,  are  called  "  chariots 
*«  coming  from  betwixt  two  mountains  of  brafs,"  i.  e.  f  <«  the 
«  firm  and  immutable  decrees  oi  God."  When  the  Jevs  put 
Chrift  to  death,  they  did  but  do  what  <<  the  hand  and  counfel  of 
««  God  had  before  determined  to  be  done,"  Afts  iv.*  28,  to  that 
none  can  oppofe  or  refift  providence.  <<  I  will  work,  and  who 
«  ffiall  let  it  ?"  Ifa.  xliii.  13. 

6.  The  providences  of  Clirift  are  hartnonious.  There  are  fecret 
chains,  and  invifible  connections  betwixt  the  works  of  Chrift. 
We  know  not  how  to  reconcile  promifes  and  providences  together, 
nor  yet  providences  one  with  another ;  but  certainly  they  ^1  work 
together f  Rom.  viii.  28.  as  adjuvant  caufes,  6r  con-cauTes  fianding 
under,  and  working  by  the  influence  of  the  firft  caufe. ,  He  doth 
not  do,  and  undo  \  deftroy  by  one  providence,  what  he  built  by 
miother.  But,  look,  as  all  f^afons  of  the  year,  the  nipping  frofts, 
as  well  as  halcyon  days  of  fummer,  do  all  confpire  and  conduce  to 
the  harveft }  fo  it  is  in  providence. 

7.  And  laftly.  The  providences  o£  Clirift  work  in  a  fpecud  and 
peculiar  nuay^for  the  good  of  the  faints.  His  providential  is  ftibordi- 
natcd  to  his  Spiritual  kingdom.  <<  He  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men, 
«<  efpecially  of  them  that  believe/*  i  Tim.  iv.  i.  Thefe  only  have 
the  blefiings  of  providence.  ^  Things  are  fo  laid  and  ordered,  as 
that  their  eternal  good  fhall  be  promoted  and  fecured  by  all  that 
Chrift  doth. 

Inference  i.  If  fo.  See  then,  in  the  frfi  place,  to  whom  you  are  be- 
holden for  your  lives,  liberties,  comforts,  and  all  that  you  enjoy  in  this 
world.  Is  it  not  Chrift  that  orders  all  for  you  ?  H!e  is,  indeed,  in 
heaven,  out  of  your  fight  5  but  though  you  fee  him  not,  he  fees 
jrou,  and  takes  care  of  all  your  concerns.  When  one  told  Silen- 
tiarius  of  a  plot  laid  to  take  away  his  life,  he  anfwered,  Si  Dens 
met  cur  am  non  hsbet,  quid  vivo?  '« If  God  take  no  care  of  mc,  how 
'■    -  -^    .^  --  -  ■       ., ■ 

*  By  mountain^  lie  underftands  the  hidden  tounPels  of  Ood.     Cahin, 
t  FirmiJ/iaM  et  infcntahtth  Vd  anfitia.    Dnifius. 
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«  do  I  live  ?'*  how  have  I  cfcaped  hitherto  ?  <*  In  all  thy  ways  ac- 
««  knowledge  him/'  Prov.  Sii.  6.  It  is  he  that  hath  efpied  out  that 
ilate  thou  art  in,  as  moft  proper  for  thee.  It  is  Chnfi  that  doth 
all  for  you'  that  b  done.  He  looks  down  from  heaven  upon  all 
that  fear  him  ^  he  fees  when  you  are  in  danger  by  temptation,  and 
cafts  in  a  providence,  you  know  not  how,  to  hinder  it;  He  fees 
when  you  are  fad,  and  orders  reviving  providences,  to  rcfrcfh 
yon.  He  fees  when  corruptions  prevail,  and  orders  humbling 
providences  to  purge  them.  Whatever  mercies  you  have  received,  > 
all  along  th£  way  you  have  gone  hitherto,  are  the  orderings  of 
Chrift  for  you.  And  you  fliould  carefully  obferve  how  the  pro- 
ndfes  and  providences  have  kept  equal  pace  with  one  another,  and 
both  gone  ftep  by  ftep  with  you  until  now. 

Inf.  2.  Hatli  God  left  the  government  of  the  whole  world  in 
the  hands  of  Chrift,  and  trufted  him  over  all  ?  Then  do  you  alfo 
leave  all  your  particular  coticerns  in  the  bands  of  Chrift  too,  and  know 
that  the  infinite  wifdom  and  love,  which  rules  the  ivorld,  manages  every 
thing  that  relates  to  you.  It  is  in  a  good  hand,  and  infinitely  better 
than  if  it  were  in  your  own.  I  remember  when  *  Melanchton 
was  under  Tome  defpondencles  of  fpirit  about  the  eftate  of  God's 
people  in  Germany,  Luther  chides  him  thus  for  it,  *«  Let  Philip 
<*  ccafe  to  rule  the  world."  It  is  none  of  our  work  to  ftcer  the 
courfe  of  providence,  or  dircft  its  motions,  but  to  fubmit  quietly 
to  him  that  doth.  There  is  an  itch  in  men,  yea,  in  the  beft  of 
men',  to  be  diiputing  with  God :  <<  Let  me  talk  with  thee  of  thy 
«*  judgment,"  faith  Jeremiah,  chap.  xii.  i,  2.  Yea,  how  apt  are 
wc  to  regret  at  providences,  as  if  they  had  no  conducency  at  all  to 
the  glory  of  God,  or  to  oiu-  good,  Exod.  v.  22.  yea,  to  limit  pro- 
vidence to  our  way  and  time  ?  Thus,  tlie  "  Ilraelites  tempted 
*«  God,  and  Hmitcd  the  holy  One,"  Pfal.  bcxviii.  18,  41.  How 
often  alfo  do  we,  unbelievingly,  diibnift  providence  as  though  it 
could 'never  accompliih  what  we  profefs  to  expert  and  believe? 
Ezek.  xxxvii.  11.  «<  Our  bones  are  dry,  our  hope  is  loft  j  we  arc 
««  cut  off  for  our  part,"  So  Gen.  xviii.  13,  14.  Ifa.  xl.  17.  There 
are  but  few  Abrahams  among  believers,  who  <<  againft  hope^  be- 
lieved in  hope,  <«  giving  glory  to  God,"  Rom.  iv.  20.  Aiid  it  is 
but  too  common  for  good  men  to  repine  and  firet  at  providence, 
when  their  wills,  lufts,  or  humours  are  croffed  by  it :  this  was  the 
great  fin  of  Jonah.  Brethren,  thefe  things  ought  not  to  be  fo ; 
did  you  but  ferioufly  confider,  either  the  defign  of  providence, 
which  k  to  bring  about  ttie  gracious  defigns  and  purpofes  of  God 
upon  you,  which  were  laid  before  this  world  was,  Eph.  i.  11.  <»: 
that  it  is  a  lifting  up  of  thy  wifdom  againft  his,  as  if  thou  couldft  bct- 

.  t  MotunAts  eft  Fiilif^ui  ut  dfftnat  tffe  r^^r  miui£,    Mckh.  Adaxa. 
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ter  order  thine  affairs,  if  thou  hadft  but  thcr  dmdufl:  aad  manage* 
ihent  of  them  \  or  that  you  havt  to  do  herein  tuitb  agrtat  and  dread* 
fid  Godp  in  whofe  hands  you  are  as  the  clay  in  the  potter's  hands, 
that  he  may  do  what  he  will  with  you,  and  all  that  is  yours,  with* 
out  giving  you  an  account  of  any  of  his  matters.  Job  zxziii.  13* 
or  whither  providence  hath  caft  others,  as  good^  by  naturct  as 
yourfelves,  tumbled  them  down  from  the  top  of  health,  weakh» 
honours  and  pleafures^  to  the  bottom  of  hell  s  or,  laftly,  did  you 
but  coniider  how  often  it  hath  formerly  baffled  and  befooled  youxw 
felves  J  you  would  retra£l,  with  fhame,  your  rafli,  headlong  cenfures 
of  it,  and  enforce  you,  by  the  iighc  of  its  births  a&d  iflues,  to 
confefs  your  folly  and  ignorance,  as  Afaph  did,  PfaL  buuii.  22. 
I  fay,  if  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe  could  but  have  place  withyoa 
in  your  troubles  and  temptations,  they  would  quickly  mould  your 
hearts  into  a  better  and  more  quiet  frame. 

O  that  I  could  but  perfuade  you  to  refign  all  to  Ch^«  He  is  a 
tunning  workman  *,  as  he  is  called,  Prov.  vui.  30.  and  can  efieA 
what  he  pleafcth.  It  is  a  good  rule,  De  operibus  Dei  non  efijudi^ 
eemdum^  ante  quintum  aBum.  '<  Let  God  woric  out  all  that  he 
<<  intends,  but  have  patiencp  till  he  hath  put  the  laft  hand  to  his 
«<  work,  and  then  find  fault  with  it,  if  you  can,"  You  have  heard 
of  the  patience  of  Job,  <<  and  hsrre  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord," 
James  v.  n. 

Inf*  3.  If  Chrift  be  Lord  and  king  over  the  {providential  king* 
dom,  and  that,  for  the  good  of  his  people,  let  none  thai  are  Chri/i*!^ 
iencefortb,  Jlandin  ajlavj/hfear  ^creatures*  It  b  a  good  tetethat 
*  |Grotius  hath  upon  my  text ;  <<  It  i3  a  marvellous  confolation 
*<  (faith  he)  that  Chrifl  hath  fo  great  an  empire,  and  that  he  go* 
<<  vems  it  for  the  good  of  his  people,  as  a  head  ccmfuking  the  good 
«<  of  the  body."  Our  head  and  hufband,  is  Lord*generalof  all 
the  hofls  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  no  creature  can  move  hand  or 
tongue  without  his  leave  or  order:  the  power  they  have  is  given 
them  from  above,  John  xbc,  11,  la*  The  ferious  c<Miikleration 
of  this  truth  will  make  the  feeblefl  fpirit  cea^e  trembling,  and  iet 
it  a  finging  j  Pfal.  xlvii.  7.  "  Tl?e  I^ord  is  king  of  all  the  earth, 
<<  iing  ye  praifes  with  undcrflanding :"  that  is,  (as  fbme  well  pa- 
raphrafe  it)  every  one  that  hath  underftanding  of  this  comfortable 
truth.  Hath  h^  not  given  you  abundant  (ecurity  in  many  exprefi 
promifcs,  that  all  fhall  ifliie  well  for  you  that  fear  him  ?  Rovn* 
viii.  28.  <<  All  things  fhall  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that 
«  love  God,"     And  Ecd.  viiL  12*  verily  «  it  fhall  be  well  with 

*  It  has  two  fignificationt:  As  cxperkace^  utificcr  or  workman,  and  awork* 
man  eicelling  in  his  art.     Ghjl 

t  Magna  eorfoLtth^  qtnd  tantum  im/>erittm  laid  w,  y«i  id  txtreei  eeeUfi*  i$no,  Jsiatt 
caput  cQifrUt  eorp^ri*     Orotivs. 
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«  them  that  fear  Cod,"  even  trith  tlicm  that^^r  hefdrB  him.  And 
Juppofe  he  had  not,  yet  the  very  nnderftandtng  of  our  delation  to 
inch  a  king,  ihould,  in  itfeif^  be  faffident  fecurity :  for,  he  is  the 
•  muverfal  f  fupreme,  %  abfblute,  Q  meek,  mercijful,  J  viAoriouSy 
and  f  immortal  king- 
He  fits  in  glory,  at  the  Fathcr^s  right  hand  ;  and,  to  make  hk 
feat  the  eafier,  his  enemies  are  a  footftool  for  him4  His  love 
to  his  people  is  unipeakabiy  tender  and  fonrent,  he  that  touches 
them,  «<  touches  the  appte  of  his  eye.**  Zech.  ii.  And,  it  it 
hardly  imaginable,  that  Jcfus  Chrift  yn^  fit  ftill,  and  fufiw  h!& 
enemies  to  thurft  out  his  eyes.  Till  ths  be  forgotten,  the  wrath  oJF 
man  is  not  feared ;  Ifa.  li«  12,  13.  <<  He  that  fears  a  man  that 
^  flian  die,  forgets  the  Lord  his  Maker.*'  He  loves  you  too  well 
to  fign  any  order  to  your  prgudice,  and  widiout  his  order,  noilJt 
can  touch  you.    • 

Inf.  4.  If  the  government  of  the  world  be  in  the  hands  of 
Chr&l,  then  our  tngaging  and  entitling  of  Chrift  to  ail  our  affairs  and  ' 
bufinefsy-is  the  true  and  ready  way  to  their  fuccefs  and  projperity.  If 
all  depend  upon  his  pleafure,  then  fore  it  is  y^our  wifdom  to  take 
iiim  along  with  you  to  every  a£tion  and  bufinefs  \  it  is  no  loft  time 
that  b  fpent  in  prayer,  wherein  we  a&  hb  leave,  and  beg  his  pre» 
fence  with  us :  and,  take  it  for  a  clear  truth,  that  which  is  not 
prefaced  with  prayer ^  will  ht followed  with  trouble.  How  eafily  can 
Jdfus  CSmft  dafh  all  your  defigns,  when  they  arc  at  the  very  birth 
^nd  article  of  execution,  and  Iwrak  off,  in  a  moment,  all  the  pup»- 
poles  of  your  hearts  ?  It  is  a  proverb  among  the  Papifts,  that  Mafs 
tind  meat  hinder  no  man.  The  Turks  will  pray  five  times  a  day, 
fcow  mwnt  foever  their  buftnefs  be.  Blu(h  you  that  entcrprizfe 
your  alrairs  without  God  :  I  reckon  that  bufinds  as  good  as  done, 
to  which  we  have  got  Chrift's  leave,'  and  engaged  his  prcfence 
tx>  accompany  us* 

Inf.  5.  Laftly,  Eye  Chrift  in  all  the  events  of  providence  ;  fee  his 
hand  in  all  that  htfalsyau^  whether  it  he  evil  or  good.  ^  The  works 
**  of  the  Lord  iarc  great,  fought  out  of  all  them  that  have  pleafure 
•^  therein/'  Pfal.  cxi.  2. 

How  much  good  might  we  get,  by  obfervation  of  the  good  or 
evil  that  befak  us  throughout  our  courfe ! 

1.  InaB  the  evils  of  trouble  and  afftiEtions  that  hefal  you^  eye  Jefus 
Chrift :  andfet  your  hearts  to  ^  the  ftudy  of  thefc  four  things  in 
afiii^on. 

( I  •)  Study  his  faverelgnty  and  dominion  ;  for  he  creates  and  forms 


*  ?ial  ii.  t.  f  Prov.  ▼lii.  15.  f  Rev.  1x8.  0  Matth.  zxL  5. 

$P&LxIv.  4.        <IxTim.ii7* 
4.  See  my  Stint  indeed. 
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them :  they  rife  not  out  of  the  duft,  nor  do  thej  befal  you  cap- 
fually ;  but  he  raifes  them  up,  and  gives  them  their  commifliony 
Jer.  xviii.  1 1.  <«  Behold,  I  create  evil,  and  devife  a  device  againft 
«  you/'  He  elefts  the  inftniment  of  your  trouble ;  he  makes 
the  rod  as  a£3i£live  as  he  pleafeth ;  he  orders  the  continuance  and 
end  of  your  troubles ;  and  they  will  not  ceale  to  be  afflictive  to  you, 
till  Chrift  fay.  Leave  off,  it  is  enough.  The  Centurion  wifely 
confidcred  this,  when  he  told  him,  Luke  vii-  8.  "  I  have  foldiers 
'<  under  me,  and  I  fay  to  one,  Go,  and  he  goeth  ^  to  another, 
*<  Come,  and  he  cometh :"  meaning,  that  as  his  foldiers  Fere  at 
bis  beck  and  command,  fo  dKeafes  were  at  Chrift's  beck,  to  come 
and  go  as  he  ordered  them. 

(2.)  Study  the  tvifdom  of  Chrift  in  the  contrivance  of  yqur  troubles* 
And  his  wifdom  {hines  out  many  ways  in  them :  it  is  evident  in 
chuiing  fuch  kinds  of  trouble  for  you  :  this,  and  not  that,  becaufe 
this  is  more  apt  to  work  upon,  and  purge  out  the  corruption  that 
moft  predominates  in  you  ;  In  the  degrees  of  your  troubles,  fuffering 
them  to  work  to^fuch  a  height,  elfe  not  reach  their  end ;  but  no 
higher,  left  they  overwhelm  you. 

(3.)  Study  the  tendemefs  and  compqffions  of  Chrift  over  his  affliB^ 
ed.  O  think  if  the  devil  had  but  the  mixing  of  my  cup,  how 
much  more  bitter  would  he  make  it !  There  would  not  be  one 
drop  of  mercy,  no,  not  of  (paring  mercy  in  it,  which  is  the  low- 
eft  of  all  forts  of  mercy :  but  here  is  much  mercy  mixed  wixh  my 
troubles }  there  is  mercy  in  this,  that  it  is  no  worie.  Am  I  af- 
fllAed  ?  «*  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercy  I  am  not  confumed/*  Lam.  iii. 
2.  It  might  hkve  been  hell  as  well  as  this  5  there  is  mercy  in  his 
fupports  under  it.  Others  have,  and  I  might  have  been  left  to 
fink  and  perifh  under  my  burdens.  Mercyy  in  deliverance  out  of 
it  5  this  might  have  been  cverlafting  darknds,  that  ibould  never 
have  had  a  morning.  O  the  tendernefs  of  Chrift  over  his  af* 
fiidted  ! 

(4.)  Study  the  love  of  Chrift  to  thy  foul^  in  affliBion.  Did  he  not 
love  thee,'  he  would  not  fanftify  a  rod  to  bumble  or  reduce  thee,, 
but  let  thee  alone  to  perilh  in  thy  fin.  Rev.  iii.  19.  «  Whom  I 
•<  love,  I  rebuke  and  chaften."  This  is  the  device  of  love,  to  re- 
cover thee  to  tliy  God,  and  prevent  thy  ruin.  O  what  an  advan- 
tage would  it  be  thus  to  ftudy  Chrift,  in  all  your  evils  that  beial 
you  ! 

2.  Eye  and  ftudy  Chr'ft  in  all  the  good  you  receive  from  the  hand  <^  - 
providence.     Turn  both  fides  of  your  mercies,  and  view  them  in  all 
their  lovely  circumftances. 

(l.)  Eye  them  in  their  fuitablenefs  s  how  conveniently  providence 
hath  ordered  all  things  for  thee.  Thou  haft  a  narrow  heart,  and 
a  fmall  eftafe  fuitabie  to  it :  Hadft  thou  more  of  the  world,  it 
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would  be,  like  a  large  fail  to  a  little  boat^  which  would  quickly 
pnll  thee  under  water :  thou  haft  that  which  is  moft  fuitable  to  thee 
of  all  conditions. 

(a.)  Eye  the  feafonahlenefs  of  thy  mercies ^  how  they  are  timed  to  an 
hour.     Providence  brings  forth  all  its  fruits  in  due  feafon. 

{^.y Eye  the  peculiar  nature  of  thy  mercies.  Others  have  commpn^ 
thou  fpecialones  ;  others  have  but  a  fingle,  thou  a  double  fweet- 
nefe  in  thy  enjoyments,  one  natural  from  the  matter  of  it,  another 
fpiritual  from  the  way  in  which,  and  end  for  which  it  comes. 

(4.)  Obferve  the  order  in  which  providence  fends  your  mercies.  Sec 
how  one  is  linked  ftrangely  to  another,  and  is  a  door  to  let  in 
many.     Sometimes  one  mercy  b  introdudive  to  a  thoufand. 

(j.)  And  laftly,  Obferve  the  confiancy  of  them,  "  they  fire  new 
«<  every  morning,"  Lam.  iii.  23.  How  affiduoufly  doth  God  vifit 
thy  foul  and  body  I  Think  with  thy  felf,  if  there  be  but  a  fufpen* 
£on  of  the  care  of  Chrift  for  one  hour,  that  hour  would  be  thy 
ruin.  Thoufands  of  evils  ftand  round  about  thee,  watching  when 
Chrift  will  but  remove  his  eye  from  thee,  that  they  may  rufh  in 
and  devour  thee. 

Could  we  thus  ftudy  the  providence  of  Chrift  in  all  the  good  and 
evil  that  befals  us  in  the  world,  then  in  every  ftate  we  fhould  be 
content,  Phil.  iv.  11.  Then  we  Ihould  never  be  ftopt,  but  fur- 
thered in  our  way  by  all  that  falls  out ;  then  would  our  elcperiencc . 
fwcll  to  great  volumes,  which  we  might  carry  to  heaven  with  us  ; 
and  then  (hould  we  anfwer  all  Ghrift*s  ends  in  every  ftate  he 
brings  us  into.     Do  this,  and  fay. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  Jefus  Chri/l. 


SERMON  XVni. 

Of  the  Neceffity  of  Chrifti's  Humiliation,  in  order  to  the  Execu- 
tion of  all  thefe  his  blefled  OfiSces  for  us  ;  and  particularly  of  his 
Humiliation  by  Incarnation* 

Phil.  u.  8. 

And  being  fotmd  in  fajbion  as  a  many  be  humbled  himfelf  and  be^ 
'  came  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 

XT'OU  have  heard  how  Chrift  was  invefted  with  the  offices,  of 
1  prophet,  prieft,  and  king,  for  the  carrying  on  the  bleflid 
d3gn  ofour  redemption  ;  the  execution  of  thefe  offices  neceffari- 
I7  required  that  he  (hould  be  both  deeply  abafedy  and  highly  eaahed. 
He  cannot,  as  our  Briefly  offi'r  upliimfelf  a  facrifice  to  Qod  for  us, 
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except  he  be  humbled,  and  humbled  to  death.  He  cannot,  as  z 
^*^f  powerfully  apply  the  virtue  of  that  his  facrificcj  except  he  be 
exalted,  yea,  higljly  exalted.  Had  he  not  ftooped  to  the  lofr  ef- 
tftte  o£a  ijian,  he  had  not,  as  a  Priefl,  had  a  facrifice  of  lus  own 
to  oflfer ;  as  a  Prophet,  he  had  not  been  fit  to  teach  us  the  will  of 
God,  fb  as  that  wt  fhouM  be  able  to  bear  it  5  as  a  Kingy^  he  had 
not  been  a  fuitable  head  to  the  church :  and,  had  he  not  been 
highly  exalted,  that  facrifice  had  not  been  carried  within  the  vail 
before  the.  Lord.  Thofe  difcoveries  of  Qod  could  not  have  beea 
ftnivefftJy  e^e^ual  and  aiidifig.  The  government  of  Chrift  could 
not  have  lecured,  protefted,  and  defended  the  ftrbjedb  of  his 
kingdom. 

The  mfinite  wifdom  profpefting  aU  this,  ordered  that  Chrift 
fliould  firft*e  deeply  humbled,  then  highly  e^^alted :  both  which 
ftatcs  of  Chrift  are  prefented  to  us  by  the  apoftfc  m  this^  context: 

He  tjiat  intends  to  build  highj^  lays  the  foundation  deep  and 
few.  Chrift  muft  have  a  diftinft  glory  in  heavtn,  tranfcending 
Aatt  of  ahgels  and  men,  (for  the  faints  will  know  him  from  aQ 
others  by  his  glory^  as  the  fun  is.  known  from  the  Icfler  ftars). 
And,  as  he  muft  be  exahed  infinitely  above  them,  fb  he  muft 
firft,  in  order  thereunto,  be  humbled  and  abafbd  as  much  below 
them :  ^^  His  form  was  marred  more  than  a^iy  man^ ;  and  his 
««  vifage  more  than  the  fons  of  men."  The  ground  colours  are  a 
deep  fable,  wluch  afterwards  are  laid  on  widi  ^U  &e  ^lendoor 
and  glory  of  heaven. 

Method  requires  that  we  firft  fpeak  to  this  (hte  of  Humiliution. 

And,  to  that  purpofe,  I.  have  read  thb  fcripture  to  you,  which 
prcfents  you  the  Son  under  an  (almoft)  total  edipfc.  He  that  was 
beautiful  and  glorious,  Ifa.  iv.  a*  yea,  glorious  as  the  only  begotten 
of  the  Father,  John  1.  14.  yc^  *  the  glory,  James  ii.  I.  yea,  the 
fplendour  and  «<  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory, ^  Heb.  i.  3.  was 
fo  vailedy  clouded,  and  debafed^  that  he  looked  not  like  hiioifelf ; 
a  God,  no,  nor  fcarce  as  a  man^  for,  with  reference  to  this 
humbled  ftate,  it  is  faid,  PfaL  xxii.  6.  '<  I  am  a  wono^  and  no 
<<  man  :"  q.  d.  rather  write  me  luomt,  than  man  :  •  I  am  become  an 
abjecf  among  menf,  as  that  word,  Ifa.  liii*.  3.  fignfies.  This  hu- 
miliation of  Chrift  we  have  here  exprefledt  in  &c  nature,  dfgrefs^ 
and  duration  or  continuance  of  it. 

I.'  The  nature  of  it,  rtamMwrn  tavnt,  he  humbled   himfelf. 

•  The  Hebrew  words  inabl  "^^^h  in  Ifa.  iv.  a.  literally,  ^galfyt  ftr  ^awiy  amd 
J^w  glory.  The  worda  Ingu  Xpirtf  ^^  ^f*K'  in  James  ii.  z.  figntfyt  J^  Citj/U  sfe 
^»ry ;  and  zirccuya^ixa  tuj  J-^f kj,  tbt  hrigbtiufi  afgUfj. 

t  Th«  fcQfv  of  mcA,  au  abjcd  amgn^  men. 
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1.  The  woid  imports  both  a  real  and  voluntary  abafcmcnt*. 
Real  s  he  did  not  perfonate  a  humbled  man^  nor  z&  the  part  of 
one,  in  a  debafed  ftate,  but  was  really,  and  indeed  humbleij ; 
and  that  not  only  before  men,  but  God.  As  man,  he  was  hum- 
bled really,  as  God  in  refpe£t  of  his  manifeftative  glory :  and,  as 
it  was  real,  fo  alfo  voluntary :  f  It  is  not  faid  he  was  humbled^ 
but  he  humbled  bimfelf:  he  was  \^lling  to  (loop  to  this  low  and  ab- 
jed  ftate  for  us.  And,  indeed,  the  voluntarinefs  of  his  humilia- 
tion made  it  moft  acceptable  to  God,  and  Angularly  commends  the 
love  of  Chrift  to  us,  that  he  would  chufe  to  ftoop  to  all  this  ig« 
nomlny,  fuffering,  and  abafement  for  us. 

2.  The  degrees  of  his  humiliation ;  it  was  not  only  fo  low  as 
to  become  a  man,  a  man  under  law;  but  he  humbled  himfelf  to 
become  «  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofi.*'  Here 
you  fee  the  depth  of  Chrift's  humiliation,  hoXhfpecified^  it  was  unto 
deaths  and  aggravated^  even  the  death  of  the  crois :  not  only  to  be- 
come a  man  but  a  dead  corps,  and  that  too  hanging  on  a  tree,  dy- 
ing the  death  of  a  malefaAor. 

3*  The  duratiouj  or  continuance  of  this  his  humiliation :  it  con- 
tinued from  the  firft  moment  of  his  incarnation^  to  the  very  mo- 
ment of  his  vivijuation  and  quickening  in  the  grave«  So  the  terms 
of  it  are  fixed  here  by  the  apoftle ;  from  the  time  he  was  found  in 
fafhion  as  a  man,  that  is,  from  his  incarnation,  unto  his  death  on 
the  crois,  which  alfo  comprehends  the  time  of  his  abode  in  the 
grave ;  fo  long  his  humiliation  lafted.     Hence  the  obfervation  is^ 

DoA.  That  thejlate  of  Chrift ^  from  his  conception  to  his  refurrec" 
tion,  was  ajlate  of  deep  abafement  and  humiliation* 

We  aje  now  entering  upon  Chrift*s  humbled  ftate,  which  I  fliall 
caft  under  three  general  heads,  viz.  his  humiliation,  in  his  inchma" 
tiony  in  his  lifey  and  in  his  death.  My  prefent  work  is  to  open 
Chrift's  humiliation,  in  his  incarnation,  imported  in  thefe  words. 
He  was  found  infafb'ion  as  a  man.  By  which  you  arc  not  to  con- 
ceive that  he  only  aflumed  a  body,  ?is  an  affifling  form,  to  appear 
tranfiently  to  us  in  it,  and  fo  lay  it  down  again.  X\t\&  not  fuch 
(in  apparition  of  Chrift  in  the  fhape  of  a  man,  that  is  here  intend-* 
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*  But  he  fpealu  not  of  a  feigned  and  counterfeit,  but  of  a  true  and  real  humili- 
ation.    Zanch,  in  he. 

t  He  was  not  humbled  by  another,  like  the  fallen  angels  who  were  by  God 
dUrown  headlong  into  the  infernal  pit.     WnL 

\  In  thcfe  few  words  he  confirms  the  things  he  had  faid  before  of  the  true  nattire 
of  man  (which  he  calls  the  firm  of  afervamS)  aflumed  by  the  Son  of  God  into  unity 
Af  pevfon^  by  which  he  was  made  like  to  men  in  all  things,  fin  ei^epted.     Zancb. 


^   Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


226  The  Fountain  of  Life.  Serm.  XVIII. 

cd  ^  biit  his  tnic  and  real  aflumption  of  our  nature,  which  was  a 
fpecial  part  of  his  humiliation  \  as  will  appear  by  the  following  par- 
ticulars. 

I.  The  incarrjafiGn  of  Chrift  was  a  raoft  wonderful  humiliation 
of  him,  inafinuch  as  thereby  he  is  brought  into  the  rank  and  ordey 
of  creatures,  who  is  over  all,  "  God  biefled  for  ever,"  Rom.  ix- 
5.  This  is  the  altonifliijig  myftery,  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  that  God 
Ihould  be  manifeft  in  the  fldh  y  that  the  eternal  God  fhould  tru- 
ly and  properly  be  called  the  Man  Chrift  Jefus,  i  Tim.  ii.  5.  It 
was  a  wonder  to  Solomon,  that  God  would  dwell  in  that  ftately 
and  magnificent  temple  at  Jeruialem,  2  Chron.  vi.  1 8.  «  But  will 
"  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  earth!  Behold  the  hea- 
"  ven,  and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee;  how  nuich 
**  kfs  thishoufe  which  I  l^vc  built  ?**  But  it  is  a  far  greater  wonder, 
that  God  ihould  dwell  in  a  body  of  fle(h,  and  pitch  his  tabernacle 
with  us,  John  i.  14.  It  would  have  feemed,  a  rude  blafphemy, 
had  not  the  fcriptuxes  plainly  revealed  it,  to  have  thought,  or 
fpoken  of  the  eternal  God,  as  born  in  time ;  the  world's  Creator 
a&  a  creature  ;  the  Ancient  of  Days,  as  an  infant  of  days. 
'  The  Heathen  Chaldeans  told  the  king  of  Babel,  tliat  the  "  dwel- 
"  Ung  of  the  gods  is  not  with  flefh,"  Dan.  ii.  1 1.  But  now  God- 
not  only  dwells  with  flcflx,^  but  dwells  in  flefh  j  yea,  was  made 
fldh,  and  dwelt  among  us. 

For  the  fun  to  fall  from  its  fphere,  and  b^  degraded  int6  3 
wandering  atom ;.  iqr  an  angel  to  be  turned  out  of  heaven^  and  be 
converted  into  a  lilly  tiy  or  worm,  had  been  no  fuch  great  abafe- 
mcnt  i  for  they  were  but  creatures  before,  and  fo  they  would  abide 
ftiU,  though  in  an  inferbr  order  or  fpecies  of  creatures.  The  , 
d'iu»nce  betwixt  the  higheft  and  loweft  ipecics  of  creatures,  is  but 
a  finite  diftance.  The  angel  and  the  worm  dwell  not  fo  far  afun- 
(iiT.  But  for  the  iniinite  glorious  Creator  of  all  things,  to  become 
a  vTcature,  is  a  myftery  e^tcecding  all  human  underftanding.  The 
<;iilauce  betwixt  God.arui  the  higheft  order  of  creatures,  is  an  in- 
finite diftance.  He  is  faid  to  humble  hiwfelfj  to  beljold  the  things  tlmt 
are  dane  in  lyiaven.  "What  a  humilii^tion  then  is  it,  to  behold  the 
things  in  the  lower  world  !  but  to  be  born  into  it,  and  become  a 
jnan  I  Great  indeed  is  the  myftery  of  godlinefs.  ^  Behold,  (faith 
"  the  prophet,  Ifa.  xl.  15,  18.)  the  nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a 
«*  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the  fmall  duft  of  the  balance ;  he 
«  taketh  up  the  ifles  as  a  very  little  thing.  All  nations  before 
«  him  are  as  nothing,  and  they  are  accounted  to  him  lefs  than  no- 
«  thing,  and  vanity."  If,  indeed,  this  great  and  incompreheBfible 
Majefty  will  himfelf  ftoop  to  the  ftate  and  condition  of  a  creature* 
we  may  eaiily  believe,  that  being  once  a  creature,  he  would  expofc 
himfelf  to  hunger,  thirft,  fliame,  fpitti^g,  death,  or  any  thing  but 
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{in.  For  that  once  being  a  mm,  he  rtaoulJ  endure  any  of  thefe 
things,  is  not  fo  woaJeri'ul,  as  that  he  flionld  become  a  man* 
This  was  the  low  ftep,  a  deep  abafement  Indeed  ! 

a.  It  wiis  a  marvellous  humiliation  to  the  Son  of  God,  not  on- 
ly to  become  a  creature,  but  an  inferior  creature,  a  man,  and  not 
an  angel*  Had  he  taken  the  angelical  nature,  though  it  had  been 
a  wonderful  abafement "  to  him,  yet  he  had  ftv\id  (if  I  may  fo 
fpeak)  nearer  his  own  home,  and  been  fomcwhat  likur  to  a  God, 
than  now  he  appeared,  when  he  dwelt  with  us  :  for  angels  are  the 
higheft,  and  moft  excellent  of  all  created  beings :  For  their  nature^ 
they  are  ^\xtq  fpirits  ;  for  thtir  -wifilom^  inlelligences ;  for  their  dig- 
nity, they  are  czHt^  prindpnlities  and  powers ;  {or  \.\\6x  habifiitions^ 
they  are  ftiled  the  heaitenl^  hoj} ;  and  for  their  employment^  it  is  to 
heboid  the  face  of  God  in  heaven.  The  higheft  pitcli,  both  of  our  ho- 
llnefs  and  happinefs,  in  the  coming  world,  is  cxprefled  by  this, 
we  Ihall  be  »(r<yJyfXo*,  "equal  to  the  angels,"  Luke  xx.  36.  As 
man  is  nothing  to  God,  fo  he  is  much  inferior  to  the  angels ;  to 
much  below  them,  that  he  is  not  able  to  bear  the  fight  of  an  angel, 
though  in  a  human  fliape,  rendering  himfelf  as  familiarly  as  may 
be  to  him.  Judges  xiiL  22.  "AThen  the  Pfahnift  Jiad  contemplated 
tl*  heavens,  and  viewed  the  celcftial  bodies,  the  glorious  lumina- 
ries, the  moon  and  ftars  which  God  had  made,  he  cries  out,  Pfal. 
viii.  5.  «  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  or  the  fon  of  ' 
«  man  that  thou  vifiteft  him !"  Take  man  at  his  bcfl  when  he 
came  a  perfeft  and  pure  piece  out  of  his  Llaker's  hand,  \\\  the  ftate 
of  innocency:  yet  he  was  inferior  to  angels.  They  always  bare 
the  image  of  God,  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  miWy  as  being 
wholly  fpirltual  fubftances,  and  fo  more  lively  reprefenting  God, 
than  man  could  do,  whofe  noble  foul  is  immersed  in  matter,  and 
clofed  up  in  fleih  and  blood  :  yet  Clirift  chufeth  this'  inferior  or- 
der and  fpecies  of  creatures,  and  paiTeth  by  the  angelical  nature  j 
Heb.  ii.  16.  "  He  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  the 
feed  of  Abraham." 

.3.  Moreover,  Jefus  Ghrift  did  not  only  negleft  the  angelical, 
and  afllime  the  human  nature ;  but  he  alfo  a/fumed  the  human 
nature,  after  fin  had  blotted'  the  original  glory  of  it,  and  wither- 
ed up  the  beauty  and  excellency  thereof*  For  he  came  not  in  our 
nature  before  the  fall,  wliilft  as  yet  its  glory  was  frcih  in  it  \  but 
he  came,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Rom.  viii.  3.  «  In  the  Lkeaefs  of 
<^  finfal  flcfli,''  i.  e-  in  flefh  that  had  the  marks,  and  mherable 
effcAs,  and  confequents  of  fin  upon  it.  I  Hivnot  that  Chrift  allu- 
tned  finful  flefh,  or  flefli  reaUy  defiled  by  fin.  That  wliich  was 
bom  of  the  Virgin  was  a  holy  thing.  For  by  the  power  of  the 
Highefl:  (wheth^  by  the  energetical  command  and  ordination  of 
tlic  Holy  Ghoft,  as  fomcj  or  by  his  benediftion  and  bleffing,  J 
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here  difpute  not)  that  whereof  the  body  of  Chrlft  was  to  be  fonf^ 
ed,  was  fb  fan^tified,  that  no  taint  or  fpot  of  original  pollution  re- 
mained in  it.  But  yet  though  it  had  not  intrinfical  native  unclean- 
nefs  in  it^  it  had  the  effei^s  of  fin  upon  it;  yea»  it  was  attended 
with  the  whole  troop  of  human  infirmities,  that  fin  at  firft  let  into 
our  common  nature,  fiich  as,  hunger,  thirft,  wearinefs,  pain,  mor- 
tality, and  all  thefe  natural  weaknefies  and  evils  that  clog  our  mi- 
ferable  natures,  and  make  them  groan  from  day  to  day  under 
them. 

By  reafon  whereof,  though  he  w'as  not  a  finncr,  yet  he  looked 
like  one :  and  they  that  faw  and  converfed  with  him,  took  him 
fpr  a  finner ;  feeing  ab  thefe  eflFedb  of  fin  upon  him.  In  thefe 
things  he  came  as  near  to  fin  as  his  holinefs  could  admit.  O  what 
a  (lOOp  was  this  !  to  be  made  in  the  likenefs  of  fleih,  though  the 
innocent  flefli  of  Adam,  had  been  much ;  but  to  be  made  in  the 
likenefs  of  finfiil  flefh,  the  flefli  of  finners,  rebels  ;  ilefli,  though 
not  defiled^  yet  mifcrably  defaced  by  fin  !  O  what  is  this!  and  who 
can  declare  it !  And  indeed,  if  he  will  be  a  Mediator  of  reconci- 
liation, it  was  neceffary  it  ihould  be  fo.  It  behoved  him  to  afilime 
the  fame  nature  that  finned,  to  make  fatisfadion  in  it.  Yea,  thefe 
finlefs  infirmities  were  necdiary  to  'be  afiiimed  with  the  nature, 
forafinucb  as  his  bearing  them  was  a  part  of  his  I^umiliation,  and 
went  to  make  up  fatisfaftion  for  us.  Moreover,  by  them  our 
Higli-prieft  was  qualified  from  his  own  experience,  and  filled  with 
tender  compafiion  to  us. 

But  O  the  admirable  condcfcenfions  of  a  Saviour,  to  take  fuch  a 
nature!  to  put  on  fuch  a  garment  when  fo  very  mean  and  tagged  ! 
Did  this  become  the  Son  of  God  to  wear  ?  O  grace  unfearchable  ! 

4.  And  yet  more,  by  this  his  incarnation  he  was  greatly  hmn- 
bled,  inafmuch  as  this  fo  vailed,  clouded,  and  difgui^  him,  that 
during  the  time  he  lived  here  he  looked  not  like  himfelf,  as  God  ; 
but  as  a  poor,  forry,  contemptible  finner,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world)  they  fcorned  him.  This  felloiv  faid^  Matth.  xxvi.  61. 
Hereby  «*  he  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,"  Phil.  ii.  6.  It 
blotted  his  honour  and  reputation.  By  reafon  hereof  he  loft  all 
efteem  and  honour  from  thofe  that  faw  him,  Matth.  xiii.  55. 
«<  Is  not  this  the  carpenter's  fon  ?**  To  fee  a  poor  man  travclliiig 
up  and  down  the  country,  in  hunger,  thirft,  wearinefs,  attended 
with  a  company  of  poor  men  5  one  of  his  company  bearing  the  bag, 
and  that  which  was  put  therein,  John  xiii.  29.  Who  that  h^d 
feea  him,  would  ever  have  thought  thus  had  been  the  Creator  of 
the  world,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth?  «  He  was  dcA 
«  pifed,  and  we  eftccmed  him  not."  Now  which  of  you  is  there 
that  would  not  rather  chufe  to  endive  much  mifery  as  a  man,  than 
to  be  degraded  into  a  contemptible  worm^  that  every  body  treads 
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upon,  tod  no  man  regards  it  ?  Chrift  looked  £>  unlike  a  God  in 
tliis  habit,  that  he  was  fcarce  allowed  the  name  of  a  man  %  a  warm 
rather  than  a  man* 

And  think  with  yourfelvcs  now,  was  not  this  aftonifhing  fdf- 
denial  ?  That  he,  who  from  eternity,  had  hb  Father's  fmiles  and 
honours ;  he  that  from  the  creation  was  adored,  and  worfhipped 

,  by  angels,  a$  their  God,  muft  now  become  a  footflool  for  every 
miicreant  to  tread  on  ;  and  not  to  have  the  refpeAs  due  to  a  man ; 
fure  this  was  a  deep  abafement.  It  was  a  black  cloud  that  forib 
many  years  darkjcned,  and  fhut  up  his  manifeftative  glory,  that  it 
conld  not  fhine  out  to  the  world  \  only  fome  weak  rays  of  the 
Godhead  {hone  to  fome  few  eyes,  through  the  chinks  of  his  hu« 
manity ;  as  the  clouded  fun  fometimes  opens  a  little,  and  cafts 
fome  faint  beams,  and  is  muffled  up  again.  «*  We  faw  his  glory, 
**  as  of  the  only  begotten  Son:"  but  the  world  knew  him  not, 

'  John  L  14.  If  a  prince  walk  up  and  down  in  a  diiguiie,  he  muft 
expert  no  more  honour  than  a  mean  fubjeA.  TfaL  was  the  cafe 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Clirift,  this  difguife  made  him  contemptible^ 
and  an  objeA  of  Icom. 

5.  Again,  Chrift  was  greatly  humbled  by  his  incarnation,  inas- 
much as  thereby  he  wa$  put  at  a  diftance  from  his  Father,  and 
that  incfiable  joy  and  pleafure  he  eternally  had  with  him.  Think 
not,^  reader,  but  the  Lord  Jefus  lived  at  a  high  and  unimitable 
rate  of  communion  with  God  while  he  walked  here  in  the  flefh : 
but  yet  to  live  by  faith,  as  Chrift  here  did,  is  one  thing  i  and  to 
be  in  the  bofom  of  God,  as  he  was  before,  is  another.  '  To  have 
the  ineffable  delights  of  God  perpetuated  and  continued  to  him, 
without  one  moment's  interruption  from  eternity,  is  one  thing  j 
arid  to  have  his  foul  fometimes  filled  with  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  and 
then  all  overcaft  with  clouds  of  wrath  again ;  to  cry,  and  God  not 
hear,  as  he  complains,  Pfal.  xxxii.  2.  nay,  to  be  reduced  to  fuch 

.  a  low  ebb  of  (piritual  comforts,  as  to  be  forced  to  cry  out  fo  bit- 
terly, as  he  did,  Pfal.  xxii.  i.  "My  God,  n>y  God,  why  haft 
*«  thou  fbrfaken  me  ?**  This  was  a  thing  Chrift  was  very  unac- 
quainted with,  till  he  was  found  in  habit  as  a  man. 

(J.  And  laftly.  It  was  a  great  ftoop  and  condefccnfion  of  Chrift 
if  he  would  become  a  man,  to  take  his  nature  from  fuch  obfcurc 
parents,  and  chufe  fuch  a  low  and  contemptible  fiate  in  this  world 
as  he  did.  He  will  be  born,  but  not  of  the  blood  of  nobles,  but  of 
a  poor  woman  in  Ifrael,  efpoufed  to  a  carpenter ;  yea,  and  that 
too,  under  all  the  difadvantages  unaginable  ^  not  in  his  mother's 
houfe,  but  an  inn ;  yea,  in  the  ftable  too.  He  fuited  all  to  tliat 
abafed  ftate  he  was  defigned  for  5  and  came  among  us  under  all  the 
humbling  circumftances  imaginable :  "  You  know  the  grace  of 
«  our  Ix)rd  Jefus  Chrift,  (faith  the  apoftle)  how  that  though  he 


Cigitized  by  Google 


13*  5lJf  Fountain  of  Lifi.  Serm-  XVIII. 

««  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  becanis  poor,"  i  Cor.  viiJ.  p. 
And  thus  I  have  (hewn  you  fotne  few  particulars  of  Chrifl's  humi- 
liation in  ^his  incarnation.  Next  we  ihall  infer  fome  tilings  from 
it  that  are  pra^Kcal. 

Inference  i.  Hence  'we  gather  the  fulnefs  and  compUtettefs  of  ChrjfFs 
fatiyiiBtony  as  the  fweetjirfl-fruits  of  his  incaniatiofu  Did  man  of- 
fend and  violate  the  law  of  God  ?  Behold,  God  himlclf  is  Jjccome 
man  to  repair  that  breach,  aiid  fatisfy  for  the  wrong  done.  The 
higheft  honour  that  ever  the  law  of  God  received,  was  to  have 
fiich  a  pcrfon  as  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  is,  to  flrmd  before  its  bar^ 
and  make  reparation  to  it.  This  is  more  than  if  it  had  poured  out 
all  our  blood,  and  built  up  its  honour  upon  tiie  ruins  of  the  whole 
creation. 

It  is  not  fo  much  to  fee  all  the  ftr.rs  in  heaven  overcaft,  as  to  fee 
one  fun  eclipfcd.  The  greater  Chrift  was,  the  greater  was  his  hu- 
miliation \  and  the  greater  his  humiliation  was,  the  more  full  and 
complete  was  his  fatlsfaftion ;  and  the  more  complctcnefs  there  is 
In  Chrift's  fatisfa£tion,  the  more  perfeft  and  fteady  is  the  believer's 
contblation.  If  he  had  not  ftooped  fo  low,  our  joy  and  comfort 
could  not  be  exalted  fo  high.  The  depth  of  the  foundation  is  the 
ftrength  of  the  fupcrftrufturc. 

'  Inf  7.,'  Did  Chrjfl  for  our  fakes  fotp  from  the  niajejlyy  glory  ami 
Jigmty  he  'was  pojfejpd  of  in  heavc:iy  to  the  mean  and  contemptible  faie 
of  a  man?  What  a  pattern  off  If  denial  is  here  prefented  to  Chrifllans  ? 
What  objeftion  againft,  or  excufes  to  fliift  oft'  this  dxity,  can  re- 
main, after  fuch  an  example  as  is  here  propounded  i  Brethren,  let 
me  tell  you,  the  pagan  world  was  never  acquainted  with  fuch  an  • 
argument  as  this,  to  prefs  them  to  felf-denial.  Did  Chrift  ftoop, 
and  cannot  you  (loop  ?  did  Chrift  ftoop  fo  much,  and  cannot  you 
ftoop  in  the  leaft  ?  Was  he  content  to  become  any  tiling,  a  worm, 
a  reproach,  a  curfe  ;  and  cannot  you  digeft  any  abafements  ?  Do 
the  leaft  flights  and  neglcfts  rankle  youy  hearts,  and  poifon  them 
with  difcontent,  malice  and  revenge  ?  O  how  unlike  Chrift  are 
you !  Hear  j  and  blufli  in  hearing,  what  your  Lord  faith  in  John 
xiii.  14.  **  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Rlafter,  waOi  your  feet^  ye 
«  ought  alfo  to  wafti  one  anotlier*s  feet."  "  The  example  obliges 
**  not,  (as  *  a  learned  man  well  obforves)  to  the  fame  individual 
««  aft,  but  it  obliges  us  to  follow  the  reafon  of  the  example  •,'*  /.  e, 
after  Chrift 's  example,  we  muft  be  ready  to  pcrfonn  the  loweft 
and  meaneft  offices  of  love  and  fervice  to  one  another.  And  in- 
deed to  this  it  obliges  moft  forcibly  j  for  it  is  as  if  a  matter,  feeing 
a  proud,   fturdy  fervant,   that  grudges  at  the  work  he  is     em- 

*   Obligai  noj  aj  rationcm  cxemj>ii,  ma^is  quam  ad  indivUuHm  a^um,    CIiSQuur.  Tum« 
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ployed  about,  as  if  it  were  too  mean  and  bafe,  fljiould  come  and 
take  it  out  oif  his  hand }  and  wKfen  he  has  done  it,  ihould  {ay 
doth  your  Lord  and  Mafter  think  it  not  bei;icath  hiin  to  do  it;  and 
IS  it  beneath  you  ?  I  remenaber  it  is  an  excellent  faying  that  *  Ber- 
nard hath  upon  the  nativity  of  Chrift ;  faith  he,  "  What  more 
**  dcteftable,  what  more  unwortli^,  or  what  deferves  feverer 
*^  punifhment,  than  for  a  poor  man  to  magnify  himfclf,  after  he 
««  hath  feen  the  great  and  high  God,  fo  humbled,  as  to  become  a 
«<  little  child  ?  It  is  mtolerable  impudence  for  a  worm  to  fwcll  with 
<^  pride,  after  it  hath  feen  majefty  emptying  itf^lf  j  to  fee  one  fo 
*^  infinitely  above  us,  to  (loop  fo  far  beneath  us."  O  how  coa- 
▼incing  and  fliaming  fhould  it  be  !  Ah  how  oppofite  fliould  pride 
and  ftoutncfs  be  to  the  fpirit  of  a  Chriftian !  I  am  fm-e  nothing 
Is  more  fo  to  tlie  Ipirit  of  Chrift.  Your  Saviour  was  lowly,,  meek^ 
fclf-denying,  and  of  a  moft  condefcending  fpirit ;  he  looked  not 
at  his  own  things,  but  yours,  Phil.  ii.  4.  And  doth  it  become 
you  to  be  proud,  fclfi/h,  and  flout  ?  I  remember  Jerom,  in  his 
cpiftle  to  Pamachius,  3  godly  young  nobleman,  advifed  him  to  be 
eyes  to  the  blind,  fcet  to  the  lame  j  yea,  faith  he,  if  need  be,  I 
woidd  not  Ivave  you  refufe  to  cut  wood,  and  draw  water  for  the 
feints  :  And  what,  faith  he,  is  this  to  buffeting  and  fpitting  upon^ 
to  crowning  with  thorns,  fcourging  and  dying !  Chrift  did  under- 
go all  this,  and  that  for  th«  ungodly. 

Inf.  3.  Did  Chrijl Jloop  fo  Itnv  as  to  become  a  man  tofave  us?  Them 
thofe  thnt  perijh  under  the  zpfpel^  mitjl  needs  perijh  nvithout  apology • 
What  would  you  have  Chrift  do  more  to  fave  you  ?  Lo,  he  hath 
laid  afidc  thq  robes  of  majefty  and  glory,  put  on  your  own  garments 
pf  flefh,  come  down  from  lijs  throne,  and  brought  falvation  home 
to  your  own  doors.  Surely,  the  lower  Chrift  ftooped  to  fave  us, 
the  lower  wc  iliall  Cnk  under  wrath  that  negleft  fo  great  falva- 
tion. The  Lord  Jefus  is  brpught  low,  but  the  unbeliever  will  lay 
him  yet  lower,  even  under  his  feet ;  he  will  tread  the  Son  of  God 
under  foot,  Hcb.  x.  28.  For  fiich  (as  the  apoftle  there  fpeaks)  is 
rcferved  fomething  Worfe  than  dying  without  mercy.  What  plea* 
and  cxcufes  others  ^v^ll  make  at  the  judgment-feat,  I  know  not  j 
but  once,  it  is  evident;  you  will  be  fpeechlefs.  And,  as  f  one 
-wcU  obferves,  the  vileft  linncrs  among  the  Gentiles,  nay,  the  dt- 
yHs  themfelires,  will  have  more  to  fay  for  themfelves  than  you. 

J  muft  be  plain  with  you ;  I  befcech  you  confidcr,  how  Jew^ 
Pagans,  and  Devils  will  rife  up  m  judgment  againft  you.     The 


•SftJrtjDftem  fiarvulum  fa^utu,  homo fe  mcgnifiLctf  JniolfrabHis  eji  impudtntla,  ut  uM/*fk 
eanMoni'uit  majefias,  %^ermitalu*  infitur^  it  iniumcfcat,    Bern.  Serm.  -i,  dc  Nativ.' 
f  WiitVkwMA^  HxerciTeK  St  Gilet't  io  the  Field*,  p.  256. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


23a  2^^  Fountain  of  Lift.  Serm.  XVllL 

Jew  may  fay,  I  had  a  legal  yoke  upon  me,  which  neither  I  nor 
my  fethcrs  were  able  to  bear ;  Chrift  invited  me  only  into  the  gar- 
den of  nuts,  where  I  might  fooner  break  my  teeth  with  the  hard 
fhells  of  ceremonies,  than  get  the  kernel  of  gofpel-promifes. — }n 
the  beft  of  our  facrificcs,  the  finoke  filled  our  temple  5  fmokc  only 
to  provoke  us  to  weep  for  a  dearer  manifeftation.     We  had  but 
the  old  edition  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  a  charaftervery  darkly 
intelligible :  You  have  tjie  bft  edition,  with  a  commentary  of  our 
rejeBion^  and  the  world's  reception,  and  the  Spirit's  efftftotu     You 
had  all  that  heart  could  wifh, — I  perifh  eternally,  may  tlie  poor 
Pagan  fay,  without  all  pofSbility  of  reconciliation,  and  have  only 
finned  againft  the  covenant  of  works  \  having  never  heard  of  a 
gofpel-covenant,   nor  of  reconciliation  by  a  Mediator.     O  had  I 
but  heard  one  fermon !  had.  Chrift  but  once  broke  in  upon  my 
foul,  to  convince  me  of  my  undone  condition,  and  to  have  Ihewn 
a  righteoufnefs  to  me  !  But  wo  is  me !  I  never  had  fo  much  as  one 
offerof Chrift. — But  fo  have  1,  muft  you  fay  that  refufe  the  gofpel :  I 
have,or  might  have  heard  thoufands  of  fermons;  I  could  fcarceeicape 
hearing  one  or  other  fliewing  me  the  danger  o^vkj  fin,  and  my  ne- 
ceflity  of  Chrift.     But  notwithftanding  all  I  heard,  I  wilfully  re- 
folved  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.     I  could  not  endure 
to  hear  ftrijhiefs  prefied  upon  me  :  it  was  all  the  hell  I  had  upon 
earth,  that  I  could  not  fin  in  quiet. — ^Nay,  may  the  Devil  himfelf 
fay,  it  is  true,  I  was  ever  fince  my  fall  malicioufly  fet  againft  God. 
But  alas  !  as  foon  as  I  had  finned, .  God  threw  me  out  of  heaven, 
and  told  me  he  would  never  have  mercy  upon  me :  and  though  I 
lived  in  the  time  of  all  manner  of  gracious  difpenfations,  I  iaw  fa- 
crifices  ofiered,  and  Clirift  in  the  fiefli,  and  the  gofpel  preached ; 
yet  how  could  all  this  chufe  but  enrage  me  the  more,  to  have  God, 
as  it  were,  fay,  Look  here,  Satan,  I  have  provided  a  remedy  for 
fin,  but  none  for  thine  !  This  fet  me  upon  revenge  againft  God, 
as  fjr  as  I  could  reach  him.     Biit  alas  !  alas  !  had  God  entered 
into  any  covenant  with  me  at  all ;  had  God  put  me  on  any  terms, 
though  never  fo  hard,  for  the  obtaining  of  mercy ;  had  Chrifl 
been  buTonce  ottered  to  me.  What  do  you  think  would  I  not 
have  done  ?  {5*r. 

O  poor  finners !  Your  dnmnation  is  juft,  if  you  reiufe  grace 
brought  home  by  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  to  your  very  doors.  The 
Lord  grant  this  may  not  be  thy  cafe  who  readeft  thefe  lines. 

Inf  4.  Moreover ;  hence  is  follows,  that  none  dothj  or  can  love  Eke 
Chryl :  His  love  to  man  is  mat  chief  si  Hht  fittnefs,  ftrength,  and-> 
quity,  and  immutability  of  it,  puts  a  luftre  on  it  beyond  all  ex- 
amples. Surely  it  was  a  ftrong  love  indeed,  tlat  made  him  lay 
afide  his  glory,  to  be  found  in  fafliion  as  a  man,  to  become  any 
thingi  though  never  (9  inuch  below  himfelf,  for  our  lalvatiocu 
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Wc  read  of  Jonathan*s  love  to  David,  which  paflcd  the  love  of 
women }  of  Jacob's  love  to  Rachel,  wlxo  for  her  fake  endured  the 
heat  of  fummer,  and  cold  of  winter;  of  David's  love  to  Abfalom; 
of  the  primitive  Chriftians  love  to  one  another,  who  could  die  one 
for  another :  but  neither  had  they  that  to  deny  which  Chrift  had, 
nor  had  he  thofe  inducements  from  the  objeA  of  his  love  that  they 
had.     His  love,  like  himfelf,  b  wonderful. 

Inf.  5.  Did  the  Lord  Jefiis  fo  deeply  abafe  and  humble  himfelf 
for  us  ?  What  an  engagement  hath  he  thereby  put  on  us,  to  exalt  and 
honour  him,  ivhofor  our  fakes  wasfo  ahufedf  It  was  a  good  faying  of 
•  Bernard,  «  By  how  much  the  viler  he  was  made  for  me,  t^  fo 
*«  much  the  dearer  he  (hall  be  to  me.^  And  O  that  all,  to  whom  ' 
Chrift  is  dear,  would  ftudy  to  exalt  and  honour  him,  thefe  four  ^ 
ways* 

I.  By  frequent  and  delightful  fpeaking  of  him,  and  for  him.  When 
Paul  had  once  mentioned  liis  name,  he  knows  not  how  to  part 
with  it,  but  repeats  it  no  lefs  than  ten  times  in  the  compafs  often 
verfes,  in  i  Cor,  i.  It  was  Lambert's  motto,  "  None  but  Chrift, 
<<  none  but  Chrift."  It  is  faid  of  Johannes  Milius,  that  after 
his  converfion,  he  was  feldom  or  never  obferved  to  mention  the 
name  of  Jefus,  but  his  eyes  would  drop ;  fo  dear  was  Chrift  to 
him.  Mr  Fox  never  denied  any  beggar  that  afked  an  alms  in 
Chrift's  name,  or  for  Jefus's  fake.  Julius  Palmer,  when  all  con- 
eluded  he  was  dead,  being  turned  as  black  as  a  coal  on  the  fire,  at 
laft  moved  his  ftorched  lips,  and  was  heard  to  fay,  Sweet  Jefus^ 
and  fell  afleep.  Plutarch  f  tells  us,  that  when  Titus  Flaminius 
had  freed  the  poor  Grecians  from  the  bondage  with  which  they 
had  been  long  ground  by  their  oppreilbrs,  and  the  herald  was  to 
proclaim  in  their  audience  the  articles  of  peace  he  had  concluded 
for  them,  they  fo  prefTed  upon  him,  (not  being  half  of  them  able 
to  hear),  that  he  was  in  great  danger  to  have  loft  his  life  in  the 
preis;  at  hft,  reading  4iem  a  fecond  time,  when  they  came  to 
underftand  diftinfbly  how  their  cafe  ftood,  they  fhouted  for  joy, 
crying,  Zvriiq,  l^mrn^,  «  a  Saviour,  a  Saviour,"  that  they  made  the 
very  heavens  ring  again  with  their  acclamations,  and  the  very  birds 
fell  down  aftoniihed.  And  all  that  night  the  poor  Grecians,  with 
inftrumentsof  mufic,  and  fongs  ofpraife,  danced  and  fung  about 
his  tent,  extolling  him  as  a  god  that  had  delivered  them.  But 
furely  you  have  more  reafon  to  be  exalting  the  Author  of  your  fal- 
▼ation,  who,  at  a  dearer  rate,  hath  freed  you  from  a  more  dread- 
ful bondage.     O  ye  that  have  efcaped  the  eternal  wrath  of  God, 

Vol.  I.  G  g 
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by  the  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God,  eslol  your  great  Redeemer^ 

s^d  for  ever  celebrate  his  praifes ! 

2.  By  aBing  your  faith  on  him,  for  whatfoever  lies  in  the  promifes 
yet  unaccompli/bed.  In  this  you  fee  the  great  and  mojFt  difficult  pro- 
xnife  fulfilled,  Gen,  iii.  15.  <*  The  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  break 
««  the  ferpent's  head  '^  wliich  contained  this  mercy^  of  Chrift's  in- 
carnation for  us  in  it :  I  fay,  you  fee  this  fulfilled  j  and  feeing  that 
which  was  moft  improbable  and  difficult  is  come  to  pafs,  eveii 
Chrift  come  in  the  fleih,  methinks  our  unbelief  fhould  be  re-, 
moved  for  ever,  and  all  other  promifes  the  more  eafily  believed. 
It  feemed  much  more  improbable  and  iippoiGble  to  reafon,  that 
God  fliould  become  a  man,  and  ftoop  to  the  condition  of  a  crea- 
ture, than  being  a  man,  to  perform  all  that  good  which  his  incar- 
nation and  death  procured^  Unbelief  ufiially  argues  from  one  of  . 
tfcefetwt)  grounds,  Can  God  do  this?  or.  Will  God  do  that?  It 
is  queftioning  either  his  power  or  his  will;  but  after  this,  let  it 
ceafe  for  ever  to  cavil  againft  either.  His  power  to  fave  ihould 
never  be  queftioned  by  any  that  know  what  fufierings  and  infinite 
burdens  he  fupported  in  our  nature :  and  furely  his  willingness  to 
lave  fhould  never  be  put  to  a  queftion,  by  any  that  confider  how 
low  he  was  content  to  floop  for  our  fakes. 

3.  By  drawing  nigh  to  God  with  delight,  *«  through  the  veil  of 
«  Chrifl's  flefh,"  Heb.  x.  19.  God  hath  made  this  fiefh  of  Chrifl 
a  veil  betwixt  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory  and  us :  it  fcrves  to  rebate 
the  unfupportable  glory,  and  alfo  to  give  admiilion  to  it,  as  the  veil 
did  in  the  temple.  Through  this  body  of  flefh,  which  Chrift  af- 
iumed,  are  all  decurfur  et  recurfus  gratiarum,  *<  outlets  of  grace 
<'  from  God  to  us ;  and  through  it,  alio,  muft  be  all  our  rettnus 
'<  to  God  again."  It  is  made  the  great  medium  of  our  communion 
with  God. 

4.  By  applying  yourf elves  to  him,  under  all  temptations,  wafits  and 
troubles,  of  what  kindfoever,  as  to  one  that  is  tenderly  fenphle  ofywr 
eafe,  and  mo/l  willing  and  ready  to  relieve  you.  O  remember,  this 
was  one  of  the  inducements  that  perfuaded  and  invited  him  to  take 
your  nature,  that  he  might  be  furnifhed  abundantly  with  tender 
compaffion  for  you,  from  the  fenfe  he  fhould  have  of  your  infir- 
mities in  his  own  body*.  Heb.  ii.  1 7.  <«  Wherefore  in  all  things 
«*  it.bchoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might 
•*  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  High-prieft,  in  things  pertaining  to 
<«  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the  people.'*  You 
know  by  tliis  argument  the  Lord  prefied  the  Ifraelites  to  be  kind 


^f^Ji""""' f'^h  mifcritfuccurtrtiUco,     Vir^. 
L*c  you,  an  alien  in  a  land  unknown, 
1  learn  to  pity  wo€^  fo  like  mine  owru    Drjitn. 
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to  ftrangers ;  for,  (faith  he)  «  you  know  tlic  heart  of  a  ftranger,'* 
Exod.  xxii.  9.  Chrift,  by  being  jn-  our  nature,  knows  experi- 
mentally what  our  wants,  fears,  temptations,  and  diftreffes  arc, 
and  fo  is  able  to  have  compaffion.  O  let  your  hearts  work  upon 
this  admirable  condefcenfion  of  Chrift,  till  they  be  filled  with  it, 
and  your  lips  fay, 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  Jefus  Chri/I.  , 


SERMON    XIX. 
Of  Christ's  Humiliation  in  his  Life. 

Phil.  ii.  8. 

And  icing  found  infajbion  as  ^  man^  he  humbled  hhnfelfy  and  became 
obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 

THIS  fcripture  hath  been  once  already  under  confideration, 
and,  indeed,  can  never  be  enough  confidered :  It  holds 
forth  the  humbled  ftate  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  during  the  time  of  his 
abode-on  earth.  The  fum  bf  it  was  delivered  you  before  in  this 
point  5 

Doft.  That  ihejlate'  of  Chrift  from  his  conception  to  his  refurreC" 
thn,  %vas  ajtate  of  deep  abafefnent  and  humiliation. 

The  humiliationof  Chrift  was  propofed  to  you  under  thefe  three 
general  heads  or  branches  ;  of  his  humiliation  in  his  incarnation  ; 
his  liumiliation  in  his  life  ;  and  his  humiliation  in  his  death.  How 
he  was  humbled  by  incarnation,  hath  been  opened  above  in  the 
I  8a&  fermon.  How  he  was  humbled  in  his  life,  is  the  deiign  of 
this  fermon  :  yet  expeft  not  that  I  fhould  give  you  here  an  exaft 
hiftory  of  the  life  of  Chrift.  The  fcriptures  fpeak  but  little  of  the 
private  part  of  his  life,  and  it  is  not  my  defign  to  dilate  upon  all 
the  memorable  paffages  that  the  evangelifts  (thofe  faithful  narra- 
tors of  the  life  of  ChriftJ  have  preferved  for  us;  but  only  to  ob- 
ferve  and  improve  thofe  more  obfervable  particulars  in  his  life, 
wherein  efpeci^lly  he  was  humbled:  and  fuch  are  thefe  that 
follow. 

Fir/l,  The  Lord  Jefus  was  humbled  in  his  very  infancy,  by  his 
circuricifion  according  to^the  law.  For  being,  pf  the  ftock  of  Ifracl, 
he  was  to  undergo  the  ceremonies,  and  fubmit  to  the  ordinances 
belonging  to  that  people,  and  .thereby  to  put  an  end  to  them ;  for 
fo  It  became  him  ta  &lfil  all  righteoufhefs.    Luke  ii.  21.     <*  And 
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*<  when  eight  days  were  accompUfhcd  for  the  circumcifing  of  the 
*«  child,  his  name  was  called  Jefus."  Hereby  the  Son  of  God  was 
greatly  tumbled,  efpecially  in  thefe  two  refpefts. 

1.  In  that  hereby  he  obliged  himfelf  to  keep  the  whole  law*, 
though  he  was  the  Law-maker  5  Gal  v.  3.  "Fori  teftify  again  to 
•<  every  man  that  is  circumcifed,  that  he  is  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole 
«  law."  The  apoftle's  meaning  is,  he  is  a  debtor  in  regard  of  du- 
ty, becaufe  he  that  thinks  himfcif  bound  to  keep  one  part  of  the 
ceremonial  law,  doth  thereby  bind  himfelf  to  keep  ft  all  j  for  where 
all  the  parts  arc  infef)arably  united^  (as  they  are  in  the  law  of 
God)  we  pull  all  upon  us,  by  engaging  or  meddling  with  any  one. 
And  he  that  is  a  debtor  in  duty  to  keep  the  whole  law,  quickly 
becomes  a  debtor  in  regard  oi  penalty^  not  being  able  to  keep  any 
part,  of  it.  Chrift  therefore  coming  as  our'  furety,  to  pay  both 
thofe  debts,  the  debt  of  duty,  and  the  debt  of  penalty  to  the  law; 
he,,  by  his  circumcifion,  obliges  himfelf  to  pay  the  whole  debt  of 
duty,  by  fulfilling  all  righteou&efs :  and  though  his  obedience  to 
it  was  fo  exaft  and  perfedl,  that  he  contrafted  no  debt  of  penalty 
for  any  tranfgreffion  pf  his  own  j  yet  he  pbligcs  himfelf  to  pay 
the  debt  of  penalty  which  he  had  contrafted,  by  fuffering  all  the 
pains  due  to  tranfgreflbrs.  This  was  that  intolerable  yoke  that 
none  were  able  to  bear  but  Chrift,  Aib  xv.  lo.  And  it  was  no 
fmall  abafure  of  Chrifl  to  bind  himfelf  to  the  law,  as  a  fubje£l 
made  under  it.:  For  he  was  the  Law-gi\^r,  above  all  law:  and 
herein  that  fovereignty  of  a  God  (one  of  the  choice  flowers  in  the 
crown  of  lieaven)  was  obfcured  and  veiled  by  his  ftibjeftion. 

2.  Hereby  he  was  reprefented  to  the  world  not  only  as  TifuhjcB^ 
but  alfo  as  zfmner :  for  tlaough  he  was  pure  and  holy,  yet  this  ordi- 
nance paffing  upon  him,  feemed  to  imply  as  if  corruption  had  in- 
deed been  in  him,  which  muft  be  cut  off  by  mortification.  For 
this  was  the  myftery  principally  intended  by  circumcifionf :  it 
fcrved  to  mind  and  admonifh  Abraham,  and  his  feed,  of  the  na- 
tural guiltinefs,  uncleannefs,  and  corruption  of  their  hearts  and 
nature.  So  Jer.  iv.  4.  "  Circumcife  yourfelves  unto  the  Lord,^ 
««  and  take  away  the  forefkins  of  your  hearts,  ye  men  of  Judah  j" 
i.  e.  the  finfulnefs  and  corruption  of  them.  Hence  the  rebellious 
and  unmortified  are  called  «  fliff-neckcd  and  uncircumcil'ed  in 
"  heart,*',  as  it  is  Afts  vii.  51.  And  as  it  ferved  to  convince  of 
natural  uncleannefs,  fo  it  fignified  and  fealed  **  the  putting  off' the 

•  Chrift  was  circumcift-d  jmd  prcfcnted,  (Luke  ii.  >a.)  Vecauft  he  became  fiib* 
jcA,  not  only  to  the  eternal  and  moral  law,  but  alfo  to  ihe  ceremonial  aftd  every 
other  dirine  law.    Amef,  Meditat,  loi. 

f  Such  ceremonial  obfervations  were  fo  many  acknowledgments  of  (in ;  therefore 
Chrift,  who  yras  made  iio  for  u^,  conformed  to  them  very  foitably.  ^»^  M*d* 
f .  xoz. 
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«  body  of  the  fins  of  the  fldh,"  as  the  apoftk  phrafcth  it,  CoL 
iL  1 1.  .  Now,  this  being  the  <ind  of  God  in  the  inftitution  of  this 
ordinance  for  Abraham  and  his  ordinary  feed,  Chrift,  in  his  in* 
fancy,  by  fubnutting  to  it,  did  not  only  veil  his  fovereignty  by  fub- 
jeftion,  but  was  alfo  reprefented  as  a  finner  to  the  world,  though 
moil  holy  and  pure  in  himfelf* 

Secondly^  Chrift  was  humbled  by  perfecution,  and  that  in  the 
very  morning  of  his  life :  he  was  baniflied  almoft  as  foon  as  bom. 
Matthi  ii.  1-3.  *«  Flee  into  Egypt  (faith  the  angel  to  Jofeph)  and 
«  be  thou  there  until  I  bring  thee  word,  for  Herod  will  feek  the 
«  young  child  to  deftroy  him."  Ungrateful  Herod !  was  this 
entertainment  for  a  Saviour?  what,  raife  a  country  againft  him, 
as  if  a  deflroyerj  rather  than  a  Saviour,  had  landed  upon  the  coaft  ? 
what,  deny  him  the  protection  of  thofe  laws,  under  which  he  was 
bom,  and  that  before  he  had  broken  the  leaft  punAilio  of  them  ? 
The  child  of  a  beggar  may  claim  the  benefit  and  proteflion  of 
hw,  as  his  birth-right }  and  mnft  the  Son  of  God  be  denied  it  ! 
But  herein  Herod  fulfilled  the  fcriptures,  whilft  venting  his  own 
lufts  J  for  fo  it  was  foretold,  Jer.  xxxi.  15.  And  this  early  per- 
fecution was  not  obfcurely  hinted  in  the  title  of  the  aad  Pfabn, 
that  pfalm  which  looks  rather  like  a  hiftory  of  the  New,  than  a 
prophecy  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  for  as  it  contains  a  moft  exaft 
defcription  of  Chrift's  fufferings,  fo  it  is  fitted  with  a  moft  fuita- 
ble  title.  To  the  chief  tnufician  upon  Aijeleth  Shahar^  which  fignifies 
the  Hind  of  the  morning,  or  that  deer  which  the  Hunter  rouzes 
betimes  in  the  morning,  and  fingles  out  to  hunt  down  that  day; 
and  fo  they  did  by  him,  as  the  i6th  verfe  will  tell  you  ;  for,  (iaith 
he),  "  Dogs  have  compaffed  me,  the  affembly  of  the  wicked  have 
**  enciofed  me."  Upon  which  Mufculus  fweetly  and  ingenioufly 
dcfcants  :  «  *  O  what  Iweet  venifon,"  (faith  he),  «  is  the  fleih  of 
"  Chrift  !  abundantly  fweeter  to  the  believing  foul,  than  that 
«*  which  the  nbbles  of  this  world  efteem  moft  delicate :  and  left  it 
"  fhould  want  the  higheft  and  richeft  favour  to  a  delicate  palate, 
«  Chrift,  our  hart,  was  not  only  killed,  but  hunted  to  the  purpofe 
**  before  he  was  killed  j  even  as  great  men  ufe,  by  hunting  and 
"  chafing,  before  they  cut  the  throat  of  the  deer,  to  render  its 
^  flefh  more  fweet,  tender,  and  delicate  ;'*  Thus  was  Chrift 
hunted  betiines  out  of  the  country  he  was  born  in.  And,  no 
doubt  but  where  fuch  dogs  fcent  and  wind  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in 


•  0  v#r#  tervmsm  Cbrijii  camem^  antm^fddi  hnge  fapldiorem  ea,  quam  bujut  mumdi 
whilu  M  Jeiuiis  bahenk  At  me  quidfafori  ae  gujlui  deiicato  dceffti^  H9n  fimplUittr  occ^a  tft 
tt^rm  ter^a^fid aiUta  Lent  agitata  .  quemadmodem  foUnt  magnates^  'ocnandt,  et  agitandoy  am» 
Uqaam  cspiatU  tt  •ccidant^  earittm  cctvinamfuaviorcmf  m^lliarem*  ac  delUatiorem  redder e^ 
Mvfc  in  lo<. 
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any,  they  would  purfuc  them  alfo  to  deftruftion,  did  not  a  gra- 
cious Providence  rate  them  off.  But  to  return,  how  great  a  hu- 
nuiiationu  this  to  the  Son  of  God,  not  only  to  become  an  infant^ 
but  m  his  infiancy,  to  be  hurried  up  and  down,  and  driven  out  of 
his  own  land  as  a  vagabond ! 

Thirdlyy  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  was  yet  more  humbled  in  his 
life,  by  ^baX poverty  and  outward  meaimeis  which  all  along  attend- 
ed his  condition :  he  lived  poor  and  low  all  his  days,  fo  ipeaks  the 
apoille,  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  *«  Though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes 
<«  he  became  poor  5"  fo  poor,  that  he  was  never  owner  of  ahoufe. 
to  dwell  in,  but  lived  all  his  days  in  other  men's  hoofes,  or  lay  in 
the  open  air.  His  outward  condition  was  more  neglefted  and  def- 
titvte  than  that  of  the  birds  of  the  air,  or  beafts  of  the  earth  5  fo 
he  told  that  icribe,  who  profefled  fuch  readinefs  and  refolution  to 
foQcTW  him,  but  was  foon  cooled,  when  Chrift  told  htm,  Matth. 
viii.  20.  «  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
«*  nefts ;  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  wKere  to  lay  his  head." 
It  was  a  common  faying  among  the  Jews,  nvhen  the  Mtffiah  cwtes^ 
he  will  not  find  a  place  to  fit  down  in*.  Sometimes  he  feeds  upon 
barl6y4)read  and  broiled  fiC^  and  fometimes  he  was  hungry,  and 
had  nothing  to  eat,  Markxi.  12.  As  for  money,  he  was  muc;h  a 
firanger  to  it ;  when  the  tributcrmoney  was  demanded  of  him,  he 
and  Peter  were  not  fo  well  furniihed  to  make  half-a-crown  betwixt 
them  to  pay  it  f ,  but  muft  work  a  miracle  for  it,  Mat.  xvii.  ult. 
He  came  not  to  be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  minifter.  Mat.  xx.  28* 
not  to  ama(s  earthly  treafures,  but  to  beftow  heavenly  ones.  His 
great  and  heavenly  foul  neglefted  and  deipifed  thofe  things,  that 
too  many  of  his  own  too  much  admire  and  profecute.  He  fpcnt 
not  a  careiul  thought  about  thofe  things  that  eat  up  thoufands  and 
tendioufands  of  our  thoughts.  Indeed  he  came  to  be  humbkcl^ 
and  to  teach  itien  by  his  example  the  vanity  of  this  world,  and  pour 
contempt  upon  the  cnfnaring  glory  of  it  j  and  therefore  went  be- 
fore us  in  a  :|:  chofen  and  voluntary  poverty  :  yet  he  lived 
not  a  mendicant  life  neither ;  but  was  fometimes  fed  by  ordinary, 
and  fometimes  by  miracutous  and  extraordinary  ways.  He  had 
wherewith  to  fupport  that  precious  body  of  his,  till  the  time*  was 


*  This  pafiage  is  manifeilly  taken  from  among  thefe  'v^-hich  the  Jews,  even  thcn^ 
e&rried  about  as  traditions  of  tlic  fathers,  concerning  the  coming  of  the  MclEah  ; 
and  is  applied  accordingly :  fuch  -wzs  the  frying  of  the  Gemarifts,  that  when  kc 
came,  tht'fc  would  not  be  a  place  for  him  to  fit  down,  or  to  reft  his  body  on.  HuiX'^ 
Jitu  en  thh  piijfage, 

•y  The  vcqtA  r«Tr^,  which  in  Matth.  xviu  17.  is  rendered  apiece  ofaciuj^  con- 
taincd  two  drachmas,  and  was  in  value  2j.  6</. 

\  Chrill's  poverty  was  not  in  confcquencc  of  any  Angular  vow,  or  liVe  that  oC  % 
mendicant.     Amef,  Me  J,  p.  104. 
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come  to  ofier  it  up  to  God  ;  but  would  npt  indulge  and  pamper 
that  fleihy  which  he  purpofely  aiTumed  to  be  humbled  in. 

Fourthly^  Our  dear  Jefiis  was  yet  further  humbled  in  his  lifeu 
by  the  horrid  temptations  wherewith  Satan  aifaulted  him,  than 
which  nothing  could  be  more  grievous  to  his  holy  heart  *.     The 
Evangelift  gives  us  an  account  of  this  in  Luke  iv«  firom  the  firft  to 
the  fourteenth  verfe :  in  which  context  you  find  how  the  bold  and 
envious  fpirit  meets  the  Captain  of  our  falvation  in  the  fields  comes 
up  with  him  in  the  wildernefsf  when  he  was  folitary,  and  had  not 
afecond  with  him,  verfe  i.  there  he  keeps  him  falling  forty  day* 
and  forty  nights>  to  prepare  him  to  clofe  with  his  temptation:  all  this 
while  Satan  was  pointing  and  edghig  that  temptation,  with  whicliT 
at  laft  he  refolves  to  try  the  breafl  of  Chrift  by  a  home  thnift, 
verfe  2.     By  this  time  he  fuppofes  Chrift  was  hungry,  (as  indeed 
he  was)  and  now  he  thought  it  was  time  to  make  his  ailault,  which 
he  doth  in  a  very  fui  table  temptation  at  firft,  and  wiihvariety  of 
temptations^  trying  feveral  weapons  upon  him  afterwards.     But 
when  he  had  made  a  thruft  at  him  with  that  firfl  weapon,  in> 
which  he  efpecially  trufted,  "  command  that  thcfe  ftones  may  be 
*«  made  bread,"  verfe  3*  and  faw  how  Chrift  had  put  it  by,  verfe 
4.  then  he  changes  poftures,  and  aflaults  him  with  temptations  to 
biafphemy,  even  **  to  fall  down  and  worfhip  the  Devil."    But 
when  he  faw  he  could  faften  nothing  on  him,  that  he  was  as' pure 
fountain-water  in  a  chryftal  phial,  how  much  foever  agitated  and 
fliaken,  no  dregs,  or  filthy  fediment  would  rife,  but  he  remained 
pure  ftill :  I  fay,  feeing  this,  he  makes  a  politic  retreat,  quits  the 
field  for  a  feaibn,  verfe  13-  yet  leaves  it  cum  anitno  revertendi^ 
inth  a  relolution  tp  return  to  him  aga^n.  And  thus  was  our  bleiled 
Lord  Jefus  humbled  by  the  temptations  of  Satan  :  and  what  can 
rou  imagine  more  burdenfome  to  him  that  was  brought  up  firom 
eternity  with  God,  delighting  in  the  holy  Father,  to  be  now  fliut 
into  a  "wildemefs  with  the  Devil,  there  to  be  baited  fo  many  days, 
and  have  his  C2xs  filled ^  though  not  defiled^  with  horrid  blaiphemy ; 
Quantum  mutatm  ab  tUo?  O  how  was  the  cafe  altered  with  Chrift  1 
from  what,  to  what  was  he  now  come  ?  A  chafte  woman  would 
account  it  no  common  mifery  to  be  dogged  up  and  down,  and  fo- 
licited  by  fome  vile  ruffian,  though  there  were  no  danger  of  de- 
filement. 

A  mail  v/ould  account  it  no  fmall  unhappinefs  to  be  (hut  up  five  • 
or  ike  weeks  together  with  the  Devil,  tholigh  appearing  in  a  hu- 
man fhape,  and  to  hear  no  language  but  that  of  hell  fpoken  all' 
- — I — ■  -I   11   —       II  .1      1 1 ,  I  ■  -  

*It  is  the  fitted  and  raoft  ordinary  I'cafun  for  S^atan  to  tempt,  when  he  ices  men 
fauogering  and  thirftlng  after  temporal  tilings;  a«  the  fowler  prepares  hit  net  cfpc- 
cuUy  in  the  winter  feafon,  when  the  bird*  have  nothing  to  cat.     StapUtwh  prtmff. 
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that  time ;  and  the  more  holy  Ae  man  is,  the  more  would  he  be 
a£9y[^d  to  hear  fuch  blafphemics  nlalignantly  fpat  upon  the  holy 
and  reverend  name  of  God ;  much  more  to  be  folicited  by  the 
De^l  to  join  with  him  in  it^  .  This,  I  fay,  would  be  accounted  no 
fmali  mxiery  for  a  man  to  undergo.  How  great  a  humiliation  then 
muft  it  be  to  the  great  God,  to  be  humbled  to  this  !  to  fee  a  flave 
of^hjs  houfe,  fctting  upon  hdmfclf  the  Lord !  His  jailor  coming  to 
tftke  him  prilbner,  if  he  can !  A  bafe  apoftate  ipirit,  daring  to 
attempt  fuch  things  as  thefe  upon  him  i  Siu*ely  this  wa^  a  deep 
abafement  to  the  Son  of  God. 

Fifihlyy  Our  bleffed  Lord  Jefus  was  yet  more  humbled  in  his  life 
than  all  this,  and  that  by  his  own  Sympathy  with  others,  under  all 
the  burdens  that  made  him  groan.  For  he,  much  more  than  Paul, 
could  fay,  who  is  affiiEled^  and  I  hum  not?  He  lived  all  his  time  as 
it  were  in  an  hofpital  among  the  fick  and  wounded.  And  fo  ten- 
der was  his  heart,  that  every  groan  for  fin,  or  under  the  effcfts  of 
fin,  pierced  him  fo,  that  it  was  truly  faid,  "  himfelf  bare  our  fick- 
«  nefles,  and  toolc  our  infirmities,**  Matth.  viii.  i6,  17.  It  was 
Ipoken  upon  the  occafion  of  fome  poor  creatures  that  were  poflef- 
ftd  by  the  Devil,  and  brought  to  him  to  be  difpofleflM.  It  is  faid 
of  him,  John  xi.  33.  "  That  when  he  faw  Mary  weeping,  and  the 
«<  Jews  alfo  weeping  which  came  with  her,  he  groaned  in  the 
<«  Spirit,  and  was  troubled.'*  And  vcrfe  35.  J^us  nvept:  yea, 
his  heart  flowed  with  pity  for  them  that  had  not  one  drop  of  pity 
for  themfelves.  Witncls  his  tears  ipent  upon  Jerufalem>  Luke 
xix.  41,  42.  He  forefaw  the  milcry  that  was  coming,  though 
they  never  forefaw,  nor  feared  it.  O  how  it  pierced  him  to 
think  of  the  calamities  hanging  over  that  great  city  !  Yea,  he 
mourned  for  them  that  could  npt  mourn  for  their  own  fins. 
Therefore  it  is  faid,  Mark  iii.  5.  *<  He  was  grieved  for  the  hard- 
«'  nefe  of  the  people's  hearts/'  So  that  the  commendation  of  a 
good  phyfician,  that  he  doth  as  it  were  die  vrith  every  patient,  was 
moft  applicable  to  our  tender-hearted  Phyfician.  This  was  one  oF 
thofe  things  that  made  him  "  aman  offorrows,  and  acquainted 
"  with  grief."  For  the  more  holy  any  is,  the  more  he  is  grieved 
and  afiii^ed  for  the  fin  of  others  \  and  the  more  tender  any  man  is, 
the  more  he  is  pierced  with  bdiolding  tlie  mifenes  that  lie  upon 
others.  And  it  is  fure,  never  any  heart  more  holy,  or  more  fen- 
fible,  tender  and  compafiionate  than  Chrift's. 

Sixthly^  Laftly,  That  which  yct  helped  to  humble  him  lower, 
was  the  ungrateful,  and  moft  bafe  and  unworthy  entertainment 
the  world  gave  him.  He  was  not  received  or  treated  like  a  Savi*. 
our,  but  as  the  vilefi  of  men.  One  would  think  that  he  who  came 
from  heaven,  "  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  many,"  Matt.  xx.  28. 
He  that  was,  <<  not  fent  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
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«  through  him  might  be  favcd,''  John  iii.  1 7.  He  fliat  came  «*  to 
««  diflblve  the  works  of  the  devil,"  i  John  iii.  8.  knock  off  the 
ch'jlns,  «*  open  the  prifon-doors,  proclaim  liberty  to  tjic  captives/* 
Ifa.  bti.  I.  I  fay,  when  fucha  Saviour  arrived,  O  with  what  accla* 
mations  of  joy,  and  demonflration  of  thankfulnefs,  fhould  |ie  have 
been  received  ?  One  would  have  thought  they  fhould  even  kifi  the 
ground  he  trod  upon :  but  inftead  of  this,  he  was  hated,  John  xv- 
18.  He  was  defpifcd  by  them.  Mat.  xiii.  55.  So  reproached^ 
that  he  became  "  the  reproach  of  men,"  as  who  fhould  fay,  a 
comer  for  every  one  to  fpit  in ;  a  butt  for  every  bafe  tongue  to 
flxoot  at,  PfaL  xxii.  6.  Accufed  of  working  his  miracles  by  the 
-power  of  the  devil.  Mat.  xii.  24.  He  was  trod  upon  as  a  worm, 
Pfal.  xxii.  6.  They  buffetted  him.  Mat.  xxvi.  67.  fmote  him  en 
the  head.  Mat.  xxvii.  30.  arrayed  him  as  a  fool,  ver.  20.  fpat  in 
his  face,  ver.  30.  defpifed  him  as  the  bafeft  of  men,  «<  this  fellow 
««  faid,"  Mat.  xxvi.  61.  One  of  his  own  followers  fold  him,  ano« 
thcr  forfwarc  him,  and  all  forfook  him  in  his  greateft  troubles. 
All  this  was  a  great  abafement  to  the  Son  of  God,  who  wa$  not 
thus  treated  for  a  day,  or  in  one  place,  but  all  his  days,  and  in  all 
places.  "  He  ei^dured  the  contradiAion  of  finners  againft  him- 
<<  felf."  In  thefe  particulars  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  fom^ething 
of  the  humble  life  Chrift  lived  in  the  world.  From  all  thefe  par- 
ticulars fome  ufeful  inferences  will  be  noted. 

Inference  I.  From  the  firft  degree  of  Chrift's  humiliation,  in 
fubmitting  to  be  circumcifed,  and  thereby  obliging  himfelf  to  ful- 
fil the  whole  law,  it  foUoweth,  thatjujiice  itfelf  tnayfet  bath  band  and 
feal  to  the  acquittances  and  dtf charges  of  believers.     Chrift  hereby  o- 
bliged  himfelf  to  be  the  law's  pay-zhafter,  to  pay  its  utmoft  demand; 
to  bear  that  yoke  of  obedience  that  never  any  before  him- could 
bear.     And   as  his  circumcifion  obliged  him  to  keep  the  whole 
law ;  fo  he  was  moft  precife  and  punfhial  in  the  obfervation  of  it* : 
fo  exaft,  that  the  fharp  eye  of  Divine  Juftice  cannot  efpy  the  leaft 
flaw  in  it ;  but  acknowledges  full  payment,  and  ftands  ready  to 
fign  the  believer  a  full  acquittance.     Rom.  iii.  15.  «*  That  God 
«  may  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believes  in  Jclus." 
Had  not  Chrift  been  thus  obliged,  we  had  never  been  difchai^d* 
Had  not  his  obedience  been  an  intire,  complete,  and  perfeA  thing, 
our  juftification  could  not  have  been  fo.     He  that  hath  a  predous 
trcafure,  will  be  loth  to  adventure  it  in  a  leaky  veffel :  wo  to  the 
holieft  man  on  earth,  if  the  fafety  of  his  precious  foul  were  to  be 
adventured  on  the  bottom  of  the  beft  dmy  that  ever  he  performed. 
Vol.  I.  H  h 


*  Jiiilification  is  one  individiial  perfe^  aA,  of  v^hich  all,  who  are  interefied  in 
it,  psrtakt  equally.    WM. 
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But  Chrift's  (^dicnce  and  righteoufneis  is  firm  and  found  i  a  bot- 
tom that  wc  may  fafely  adventure  all  in. 

Inf.  2.  From  the  early  flight  of  Chrift  into  Egypt,  wc  infJfr, 
That  the  greateft  inmcency  and  piety  cannot  exempt  fro^n  perfecution  and 
injury.  Who  more  innocent  than  (^hri/i  ?  And  who  more  perfecu- 
ted  ?  The  world  is  the  world  ftill.  "  I  have  given  them  thy 
*«  word,  and  the  world  hath  hated  them,"  John  kvii.  14.  The 
world  lies  in«  wait  as  a  thief  for  them  that  carry  this  treafure ; 
they  who  arc  empty  of  it  may  fing  before  him>  he  never  ftops 
them:  but  perfecution  follows  piety,  as  the  ihadow  doth  the  bo- 
dy. 2  Tim.  iii.  12.  "  All  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
muft  fuffer  perfecution."  Whofoever  rcfolv^s  to  live  holy,  muft 
never  cxpeft  to  live  quietly.  It  is  godlinefs,  and  godlinefs  in 
Chrift  Jefusy  i.  e.  fuch  as  is  derived  from  Chrift,  true  godlinefs  ; 
and  it  is  true  godlinefs  as  it  is  manifeftcd  in  pnw^tice.  All  that  will 
live  godiy,  that  will  exert  holinefs  in  their  lives,  which  convi^ices 
and  galls  the  confciences  of  the  ungodly.  It  is  this  enrages,  for 
there  is  an  «imity  and  antipathy  betwixt  them :  and  this  enmity 
runs  in  the  blood  j  and  it  is  cranfmitted  with  it  from  generation  to 
generatioix,  Gal.  iv.  29.  ««  As  then,  he  that  was  bom  after  the 
tiefh,  perfecuted  him  that  was  born  after  the  Spirit ;  even  fo  it  is 
now.**  Mark,  fo  it  nvasy  and  fo  ftill  it  is.  «  *  Cain's  club  is  ftill 
««  carried  up  and  down  crimfoned  with  the  blood  of  Abel,"  faid 
Bucholtzcr  ;  but  thus  it  niuft  be,  to  conform  us  unto  Chrift  :  and 
,  O  that  your  fpiritsy  as  well  as  your  conditions,  may  better  harmonize 
with  Chrift.  He  fuftered  meekly,  quietly,  andfelf-denyinglyj 
be  yc  like  him.  Let  it  not  be  faid  of  you,  as  it  is  of  the  hypocrite^ 
whofe  lufts  are  only  hidy  but  not  mortified  by  his  duties,  that  he  is 
like  7i  flinty  which  fecms  cold  j  but  if  you  ftrike  him,  he  is  all 
fiery,     'i'o  do  well,  and  fufter  ill,  is  Chrift-like. 

Inf.  3.  From  the  third  particular  of  Chrift's  humiliation,  I  infer, 
that  fuch  as  are  full  of  grace  and  holinefs  y  may  he  deftitute  Mid  empty 
of  c r cat ure^omf oris.  What  an  overflowing  fulnefs  of  grace  was 
there  in  Chrift  ?  and  yet  to  what  a  low  ebb  did  his  outward  com* 
forts  fometimes  fall  ?  and  as  it  fared-with  him,  fo  with  many  others 
now  in  glory  with  him,  whilft  they  were  in  the  way  to  that  glory  j 
I  Cor.  iv.  1 1  «<  Even  to  tliis  prefent  hour,  wc  both  hunger,  and 
«  thirft,  and  are  naked,  and  buiFetted,  and  have  no  certain  dwel- 
«<  ling-pliicc."  Their  fouls  ^Vere  richly  clothed  with  robes  of 
t-ightcoufncfs,  their  bodies  naked  or  meanly  clad.  ^}iht\T  fouls  fed 
highy  even  on  hidden  manna,  their  bodies  hungry.  Let  us  be  con- 
tent (faith  Luther)  with  our  hard  fare ;  for  do  we  not  feaft  with 
sngels  upon  that  bread  of  life  ?  Remember,  when  wants  pinch. 

*   J^ulti  tidbuc  funt,  gut  cUvemfan^nne  AMit  ruLentem  clrcumferunt.     Burkokz. 
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hard,  that  tHefe  fix  no  marks  of  God's  hatred  upon  yx)u.  He 
hath  dealt  no  worle  with  you  than  ho  did  with  liis  own  Son.  Navi 
which  of  you  is  not  better  accommodated  than  Chrift  was  ?  If  you 
be  hungry  or  tliirfty,  you  have  fomc  rcfreihments  \  you  have  beds 
to  lie  on ;  the  Son  of  man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  ;  the 
Heir  of  all  things  had  fometimes  nothing  to  eat.  And  remember 
you  are  going  to  a  plentiful  country,  where  all  your  wants  will  be 
fupplied  ;  *«  poor  in  the  world,  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the 
*<  kingdom  which  God  hath  proinifed,"  James  ii.  5.  The  mean- 
nefs  of  your  prefent^  will  add  to  the  luftre  of  yonv  fwturc  con- 
dition. * 

hif  4.  From  the  fourth  particular  of  Chrift's  humillition  in 
his  Ufc,  by  Satan's  temptations,  we  infer,  That  thofe  in  nuhom  Sa^ 
tan  hath  no  interefi^  may  have  moft  trouble  from  him  in  this  nvorld^ 
John  xiv.  30.  <«The  Prince  of  this  world  cometh,  and  hath  no- 
«  thing  in  me."  Where  he  knows  he  cannot  be  a  conqueror j  he 
will  not  ceafe  to  be  a  troubler.  This  bold  and  daring  fpirit  ad- 
ventures upon  Chrift  himfclf  $  for  doubtlefs  he  was  filled  with 
envy  at  the  fight  of  him,  and  would  do  what  he  could,  though  to 
no  purpofe,  to  obftruA  the  blefled  deiign  in  his  hand.  And  it  was 
the  wifdom  and  love  of  Chrift  to  admit  him  to  come  as  near  him 
as  might  be,  and  try  all  his  darts  upon  him  ^  that  by  this  expcri. 
cnce  he  might  be  filled  with  pity  to  fuccour  them  that  are  tempt- 
ed. And  as  he  fet  on  Chrift,  fo  much  more  will  he  adventure 
upon  us ;  and  but  too  oft  comes  off  a  conqueror.  Sometimes  he 
(hoots  the  fiery  darts  of  blafphemous  injeftions.  Thcfc  fall  as 
fiafhcs  of  lightning  on  the  dry  thatch,  which  inftantly  lets  all  in 
a  combuftion.  And  juft  fo  it  is  attended  with  an  after  thunder- 
clap of  inward  horror,  that  fliiver$  the  very  heart,  and  ftrikes  all 
into  confiifion  within. 

Divers  rules  are  prefcribed  in  this  c\fc  to  relieve  poor  diftrefled 
ones.  One  advifcth  to  think  fcrioufly  on  that  which  is  darted 
iuddenly,  and  to  do  by  your  hearts  as  m-^m  ufcd  to  do  with  young 
lioHcs,  that  are  apt  to  ftart  and  boggle  at  every  thing  in  the  way  5 
we  bring  them  cldfe  to  the  things  they  fright  at,  make  them  look 
on  them,  and  fmell  to  them,  that  time  and  better  acquaintance 
with  iiich  things,  may  teach  them  not  to  ftart.  Others  advife  to 
diverfions  of  tlie  thoughts,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  think  qdite  ano- 
ther way.  Thcfe  rules  are  contrary  to  one  another,  and  I  think 
fignify  but  little  to  the  relief  of  a  poor  foul  fo  diftreffed. 

Thcbcft  rule,  doubtlefs,  is  that  of  the  apoftle,  EjA.  vi.  16. 
^<  Above  all,  taking  the  fhield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  fhall  be 
«<  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked."  Aft  your 
fiuth^  my  firiendi,  upon  your  tempted  Saviour,  who  paffcd  throug;lt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a44  ,         ^^  Fwntain  of  Life.  Serm.  XIX 

temptations  before  you :  and  particularly  exerdfe  fiiith  on  three 
things  in  Chrift*s  temptations.  , 

2 .  Belicvingly  confider,  how  great  variety  of  temptations  were 
tried  upon  Chrift ;  and  of  what  a  horrid  blafphemoos  nature  that 
was>  fall  dqvjn  and  worjhip  me. 

a.  fielievingly  coniider,  that  Chrift  eame  off  a  perfeQ  conquer* 
or  in  the  day  of  his  trial,  beat  Satan  out  of  the  field.  For  he  faw 
what  he  attempted  on  Chrift  was  as  impoflible  as  to  battq:  the,  body 
of  the  fun  with  fnow»balls« 

3.  Laftly,  Believe  that  the  benefits  of  thofe  his  vifbories  and 
conqucfts  are  for  you ;  and  that  for  your  fakes  he  permitted  the 
tempter  to  come  fo  near  him  :  as  you  find,  Heb.  ii.  i8» 

OhjeSf.  Heb,  iv.  15.  If  you  fay,  true,  Chrift  was  tempted  as  well 
as  I J  but  ther^  is  a  vaft  difiSsrence  betwi^^t  his  temptations  and 
mine :  b>T  the  prince  of  this  world  came,  and  found  nothing  in 
him,  John  xiv  13.  He  was  not  internally  de/Uedy  tho*  externally 
ajfaulttd ;  but  I  am  defiled  by  them  as  well  as  troubled. 

&/.  This  is  a  diiFerent  cafe.  True,  it  is  fo,  and  muft  b^  ib,  ov^ 
clfe  it  had  fignified  nothing  to  your  relief.  For  had  Chrift  been 
interqally  defiled,  he  had  not  been  a  fit  Mediator  for  you  \  nor 
could  you  have  had  any  benefit,  cither  by  his  temptations,  or  fuf- 
ferings  for  you.  But  he  being  tempted,  and  yet  ftiU  efcaping  the 
defilement  of  fin,  hath  not  only  fatisfied  for  the  fins  you  commit 
when  tempted,  but  alfo  got  an  experimental  fenfc  of  the  mifery  af 
your  condition,  which  is  in  him  (though  now  in  glory)  as  "a  fpring 
of  pity  and  tender  compafilon  to  you.  Remember,  poor  tempted 
Chriftian,  "  the  God  of  peace  fhall  Aortly  tread  Satan  under  thy 
"  feet,"  Rom.xvi.  20,  Thou  fiialt  fet  thy  foot  on  the  neck  of 
that  enemy :  and  as  foon  as  both  thy  feet  are  over  the  threfhold  of 
glory,  thou  fhalt  caft  back  a  fmiling  look,  and  fay,  now,  Satan,  do 
thy  worft  ;  now  I  am  tJiere  where  thou  canft  not  come.  Meail 
wliile,  till  thou  be  out  of  his  reach,  let  me  advife  thee  to  go  to  Jc- 
fus  Chrift,  and  open  the  matter  to  him  \  tell  him  how  that  bale 
Ipirit  falls  upon  thee,  yea,  iets  upon  thee,  even  in  his  prcfence  :  in-* 
treat  liim  torcbuEe  and  command  him  ofi^:  beg  him  to  confider 
thy  cafe,  and  fay,  Lord,  doft  thou  remember  how  thy- own  heart 
was  once  grieved,  though  not  defiled,  by  his  afiaults  ?  I  l\ave  grief 
.  and  guilt  together  upon  me-  Ah  Lord)  I  expoft  pity  and  help 
firom  thee  %  thou  knoweft  the  heart  of  a  ftranger,  the  heart  of  a 
poor  and  tempted  one.  This  is  fingular  relief  in  this  cafe.  O  try  it ! 
Inf  5.  Was  Chrift  yet  more  humWed^  by  his  own  fympathy 
with  others  in  their  diftrefies?  Hence  we  learn,  that  a  compafficmate 
ipirit,  towards  fuch^  as  labour  under  burdens  of  fin,  or  affile^ 
tion,  is  Chrift-like^  and  truly  excellent :  this  %a$  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift :  O  be  like'  him  I  Put  on  as  the  ele£t  of  God,  bowels  of 
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mercyi  CoL  in.  X2.  <(  Weep  with  them  that  ^^,  w4  hjdkt 
«<  with  them  that  rejoice,"  Rom.  xii.  15.  It  was  C^  that  fittd^- 
«<  Am  I  ray  brother's  keeper  f "  BleiTed  Paul  was  of  a  contrary 
temper,  2  vor.  xi,  29.  "  Who  is  weak,  and  I  am  not  weak  ?  Who 
is  ofiended,  and  I  bum  not  ?"  Three  tilings  promote  fympathy  la 
Chriftians,  one  is  the  Lord's  pity  for  them  \  he  doth  as  it  were  fiif- 
fcr  with  them  j  «  in  all  their  affliftions  he  was  afflifted*  ;'*  Ifa. 
Ixlii.  9.  Another  is,  the  relation  we  fuftain  to  God^s  affli£te<L 
people :  they  are  members  with  U9  in  one  body,  and  the  membera 
ihould  have  the  fame  care  of  on^  anqther,  i  Cor.  xii.  25.  The 
laft  is,  we  know  not  how  foon  ourfelves  may  need  from  ocherif 
what"  others  now  need  from  us.  ^«  Reftorc  him  with  the  Ipirit  of 
<<  meekneis,  coafidering  thyfelf,  left  thou  alfo  be  tempted*"  Galto 
vi.   I. 

Inf.  6.  Did  the  world  help  on  the  humiliation  of  Chrift  by  tihcilr 
bafc  and  vile  ufage  of  him  ?  Learn  hence,  that  the  judgmertt  tb$ 
•tvorld gives  ofperfinsy  and  their  worthy  u  little  to  be  regarded*  Surely 
it  difpenfes  its  fmiles  and  honours  very  prepofteroufly  and  unduly. 
In  this  rcfpcft,  among  others,  the  faints  are  ftilcd  pcrfons,  w  of 
««  whom  the  world  is  not  worthy,"  Ileb.  xi.  38.  1.  e.  it  doth  not 
deferve  to  have  fueh  choice  fpirits  as  thcfc  are,  left  in  it,  fince  it 
knows  not  how  to  ufe  or  treat  them.  It  was  the  complaint  of 
fSalvian,  above  eleven  hundred  years  ago ;  "  if  any  of  thewobiHty 
**  (faith  he)  do  but  begin  to  turn  to  God,'  prefently  he  lofeth  the 
"  honour  of  nobility !  O  in  how  little  honour  is  Chrift  among 
'«  Chriftian  people,  when  religion  {hall  make  a  man  ignoble!  So 
«  that  (as  he  adds)  many  are  compelled  to  be  evil,  left  they  ihouM 
«  be  efleemed  vile."  And  indeed,  if  the  world  gives  us  any  help 
to  difcovcr  the  true  worth  and  excellency  of  men  by,  it  is  by  the 
rule  of  contraries,  for  the  moft  part.  Where  it  fixes  its  marks  of 
liatred,  we  may  ufually  find  that  which  invites  our  rcfpeft  afiid 
love  It  fliould  trouble  us  the  lefs  to  be  under  the  flights  and  dft- 
refpefts  of  a  blind  worid.  "  I  could  be  even  proud  upon  it,  (faith 
««  J  Luther)  that  I  fte  I  have  an  ill  name  from  the  world.'*  And 
Jcrom§  "  blcfled  God  that  counted  him  worthy  to  be  hated  of  the 
«  world."  Labour  to  ftand  right  in  the  judgment  of  God,  and 
trouble  not  thyfelf  for  the  rafh  and  headlong  cenftircs  of  men.  Let 
. \ U- . 

*  In  all  the  afflicliofi!!,  lofTes,  and  troubles  difttbefal  beHcTet^,  <!hriA  fiudi,  KaH 
x&ine:  yea,  ho  not  only  bears  half,  but  all  the  burden,  and  more  than. all;  for  he 
l»cars  ut  and-our  burdens  tcN>.  O  that  more  of  his  Spirit  dwelt  in  his  people.  W^ 
are>  or  have  been,  or  may  be  what  he  is.  '  - 

f  &t  quh  ex  fuAilitait  convtrti  ad  Deum  ctcperxt^  fiatim  Unorem  noBilUatis  mmittit,  0 
fkantului  in  CbrifiiMo  f9^  bmwr  Chrjfti  ffi  t^  rAgw  i^nUiHtaimifluit/  Salv.  Cb.  4. 
de  Gub.  Dei.     ' 

^  SyptriutfOyqiitd^gideomimtnpeffimwmmihicrefceretgMtdeorebeUitAch     Luth. 

%  dmt'tMi  0g9  J}i$  metj  fumldi^iufimtfMim  mitditi  dtrli,    Hi^roti. 
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iricked  mfeni  faith  one,  cut  the  throat  of  my  credit,  and  do  as 
they  like  beft  with  it ;  when  the  wind  of  their  calumnies,  hath 
blown  away  my  good  name  from  me  in  the  way  to  heaven>  I  know 
Chrift  will  take  my  name  out  of  the  mire,  and  wafli  it,  and  reftorc 
k  to  me  again.         i 

Inf.  7.  From  the  whole  of  Ch;-ifl:*s  humiliation  in  Iiis  life,  learn 
you  to  pafs  through  all  the  troubles  of  your  life  with  a  contented, 
compofed  fpirit,  as  Ghrift  your  fore-runner  did.  He  wzsperfecuted^ 
and  bare  it  meekly ^  poor^  and  never  murmured;  tempted^  and  never 
yielded  to  the  temptation ;  reviled^  and  reviled  not  again.  When 
ye  therefore  pafe  through  any  of  thefe  trials,  look  to  Jefus,  and 
confidcr  him.  Sec  how  he  that  pafled  through  thofe  things  before 
you,  managed  himfelf  in  like<:ircumftances ;  yea,  not  oiily  beat  the 
way  by  his  pattern,  and  example  for  you,  but  hath  in  every  one  of 
thofe  conditions  left  a  blcifing  behind  him,  for  them  that  follow 
his  fteps. 

Thanh  he  to  God  fir  Jefus  Chrjjl. 


SERMON  XX. 

Of  Chrift's  Humiliation  unto  Death,  in  his  firft  preparative  A£t 

for  it. 

John  xviL  ri. 

And  how  I  am  no  more  in  tie  worlds  but  thefe  are  in  the  world  ;  and 
I  come  to  thee:  Holy  Father ^  keep  through  thine  own  name^  thofe 
whom  thou  haft  given  me;  that  they  may  be  one,  as  we  are* 

WE  now  come  to  the.laft  and  loweft  ftcp  of  Chrift's  humilia- 
tion, which  was  in  his  fubmitting  to  death,  even  the  death 
of  tlic  crofs.  Out  of  this  death  of  Chrift^  the  life  of  our  foul 
iprings  up ;  and  in  this  blood  of  the  crofs,  all  our  mercies  fwim  to 
usL  The  blood  of  Chrift  runs  deep  to  fome  eyes :  the  judicious 
believer  fees  multitudes,  multitudes  of  ineftimabie  bleffings  in  it. 
By  this  crimfon  fountain  I  refolvc  to  fit  down  ;  and  concerning  the 
death  of  Chrift,  I  fhall  take  diftinAly  into  confideration  the/^r<^- 
parations  made  for  it :  the  nature  and  quality  of  it ;  the  deportment 
and  carriage  of  dying  Jefus ;  the  funeral  folemnities  with  which  he 
yras  buried  ;  and  laftly,  the  bleffU.  dejtgns  and  glorious  ends  of  his 
'death. 

The  prepiratives  for  his  death  were  fix.  Three  on  his  own  part^^ 
and  three  more  by  his  enemies..  The  preparations  made  by  himfelf 
for  it,  were  the  Iblemn  recqpmicndation  of  his  friends  to  his  E^a- 
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ther ;  the  inftitution  of  a  commemorative  fign,  to  perpetuate  and 
nefrefli  the  memory  of  his  death  in  the  hearts  of  hi$  people^  tiU  he. 
come  again.  And  his  paring  out  htj  foul  to  God,  ly  prayer  in  thi 
garden  i  which  was  the  pofture  he  chofe  to  be  found  in,  when  they 
ihould  apprehend  him. 

This  fcripture  contains  the  firft  preparative  of  Chrift  for  deaths 
whereby  he  fets  his  houfe  in  order^  prays  for  his  people^  and  blet 
fcs  them  before  Jie  dies.  The  love  of  Chrift  was  ever  tender  and 
fhx^ng  to  his  people ;  but  the  greateft  manifeftations  of  it  was  at 
parting.  And  this  he  manifefted  two  ways  efpecially ;  viz.  in  leaving 
lingular  fupports^  and  grounds  of  comfort  with  them  in  his  laft  hea- 
venly fermon,  in  chap.  xiv.  xv.  xvi.  and  in  pouring  out  his  foul 
moft  aSci^ionately  to  the  Father  for  them  in  this  heavenly  prayer^ 
chap.  xvii.  In  this-prayer  he  gives  them  T^fpecimin,  or  fample^  of 
that  his  glorious  interceffion-work,  which  he  was  juft  then  going 
to  perfonn  in  heaven  for  them.  Here  his  heart  overflowed^  for 
he  was  now  leaving  them,  and  going  to  the  Father.  The  tail 
words  of  a  dying  man  are  remarkable,  how  much  more  ^  dying 
Savioiu-  ?  I  fhall  not  launch  out  into  that  blefTed  ocean,  of  precious  . 
matter  contained  in  this  chapter,  but  tak^  immediately  into  confi- 
deration  the  words  that  I  read,  wherein  I  find  a  weighty  petition, 
ibrongly  followed  and  fet  home  with  many  mighty  arguments. 

1.  We  have  here  ChriJPs  petition,  or  requeft  in  behalf  of  his 
people,  not  only  thofe  on  the  place,  but  all  others  that  then  did, 
or  afterwards  flio'uld  believe  on  him.  And  tlie  fum  of  what  he 
here  rcquefts  for  them  is,  that  his  Father  would  keep  them  th;irough 
his  name.  Where  you  have  both  the  ntercy,  and  the  means  of  at- 
taining it.  The  mercy  is  to  be  kept.  Keeping  implies  danger.  And 
there  is  a  double  danger  obviated  in  this  requeft  \  danger  in  reipeft 
of  fin,  and  danger  in  rcfpe^t  of  ruin  and  deftru^on.  To  both 
theie  the  people  of  God  lie  open  in  this  worfd. 

The  means  of  their  prefervation  from  both  is  the  name,  1.  e.  the 
power  of  God.  This  name  of  the  Lord  is  that  "  ftrong  tower  to 
"  which  the  righteous  fly,  and  are  fafe,"  Prov.  xviii.  10.  Alas  I 
It  is  not  your  own  ftrength  or  wifdom  that  keeps  you,  but  ye  arc 
kept  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.  This  protefting  power  of  God, 
doth  not,  however,  exclude  our  care  and  diligence,  but  implies 
It ;  therefore  it  is  added,  "  Ye  are  kept  by  the  mighty  power  of 
«<  God,  through  faith,  unto  falvation,*'  1  Pet.  i.  5.  God  keeps  hi$ 
people,  and  yet  they  are  to  keep  thcmfelves  in  the  loVe  of  God, 
Jude,  vcr.  21.  to  keep  their  hearts  with  all  diligence,  Prov*  iv.  23. 
This  is  the  fum  of  the  petition. 

2.  The  arguments  with  which  lie  urgeth  and  prefles  on  this  re^ 
queft,  are  drawn  partly  from  lis  o*ivn  condition,  «*  I  am  no  more  in 
<«  the  world  ^"  j.  e.  I  am  going  to  die  $  within  a  very  few  houif  I 
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ituOl  be  leparatcd  from  them,  in  regard  of  my  corporeal  prefcncc# 
Partly  firom  tlwr  condition ;  "  but  thefe  are^  in  the  world ;"  r.  e.  I 
jteift  leave  them  in  the  midft  of  danger  •,  and  partly  from  tie  joint 
i^treji  his  Father  and  himfelfhad  in  them ;  <«  Keep  thofe  that  thou 
««  haft  given  me:**  with  feveral  other  moft  prevalent  pleas,  which, 
la  their  proper  places,  fh  ?11  be  anon  j^roduced,  and  difplayed,  to 
iUulEfarate  and  coniirm  this  precious  truth  which  this  fcripture  aflfbrds 

Do^.  That  the  fatherly  carey  and  tender  love  of  our  Lord  Jeftii 
Chr^f  tvas  eminently  difcover^d  in  that  pleading  prayer  he  poured 
wtftn-  his  people  at  his  parting  with  them. 
• 

k  pertained  to  the  prieft  and  father  of  the^mily  to  blefi  the 
rcfti  efpecrally  when  he  was  to  be  feparatcd  from  them  by  death. 
This  Was  a  rite  in  Ifrael.  When  good  Jacob  was  grown  old,  and 
Ae  time  was  come  that  he  fhould  be  gathered  to  his  fathers,  then 
«  hebleded  Jofeph,  Enhraim  and  ManaiTeh,  laying,  God,  before 
«  whom  my  fathers  Abraham  and  Ifaac  did  walk,  the  God  which 
••  fed  me  all  my  life  long  unto  this  day,  the  angel  which  redecm- 
«^  ed  me  from  all  evii,  bleft  the  lads,"  Gen.  xlviii.  15,  16.  This 
was  *  a  prophetical  and  patriarchal  bleffing :  not  that  Jacob  could 
/blefi  as  God  bleflcs ;  he  could  fpeak  the  words  of  bleffing,  but  he 
knew  the  effisft,  the  real  bleffing  itfelf,  depended  upon  God.  And 
dunigh  he  blefied  authoritatively^  yet  not  poteftatively;  /.  e.  he  could, 
as  the  mouth  of  God,  pronounce  bleffings,  but  could  not  cohfer 
themf .  Thus  he  blefled  his  children,  as  his  father  Ifaac  had  alio 
blefied  him  before  he  died.  Gen.  xxviii.  3.  and  all  thefe  bleffings 
were  delivered  prayer-wife. 

Now  when  Jefus  Chrift  comes  to  die,  he  will  bicfs  his  children 
alio,  and  therein  will  difcover  how  much  dear  and  tender  lo^  he 
had  for  them :  «  Having  loved  his  own,  which  were  in  the  world, 
«  he  loved  them  tothe  end,"*  John  xiii.  i.  The  lafk  aft  of  Chrift 
ki  this  world,  was  an  aft  of  bleffing,  Luke  xxiv.  50,  51. 
•  To  prepsK-e  this  point  for  ufe,  I  will  here  open,  Ftr/ly  'Hie 
mercies  which  Chrift  requefted  of  the  Father  for  them.  Secondly^ 
Che  arguments  ufcd  by  him  to  obtain  thefe  mercies.  Thirdly ^  Why 
be  thus  pleaded  for  them  when  he  was  to  die.  Fourthly^  and  laft- 
— ■ ■ —  ■    .       ■■  — -^- — - 

*■  Jacob  defired  tq  blefs  His  Tons,  not  with  s^  cooimon,  but  with  a  propketic  an  J 
ofttri^rchai  bleffing ;  for  he  knew  that  he  only  could  gieak  the  worda,  bat  the  cf- 
ted  depended  on  another :  therefore  he  fought  the  bleiiiog  from  him^  with  whom 
%eakiiif  and  doing  arc  one  knd  the  fame  thSi^g,  i.  e.  God  himfelL     Ainf^vitrtb  im  Ue, 

f  Blefling  is  cither  poteilative,  uhich  is  to  confer  temporal  bleflings  by  a  mere 
•A  of  ^  will;  or  authoriutiYe,  which  it,  byYirtuc  of  one's  office,  to  pray  for» 
$f4^  tm^svuoyitm  l^myonJlor  etemal  bldfiD|«  t*  be  coofcsrcd  by  God.    P«r«iu. 
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hy  How  all  tills  gives  full  evidence  of  Chrift's  tender  care  and  love 
to  his  people. 

Fir^f  We  will  enquire  what  thofe  mercies  and  fpecial  favours 
were,  which  Chrift  begged  for  his  people, .  when  he  was  to  die. 
And,  we  find,  among  others,  thefe  five  fpecial  mercies  defired  for  - 
them,  in  thijj  context. 

1.  The  mercy  of  prefcrvation,  both  from  fin  and  danger :  fo  in 
the  text ;  "  Keep,  tlu-ough  thine  own  name,  thofe  whom  thou  haft 
*<  given  me  :**  which  is  explained,  verfe  15.  '*»  I  pray  not  that  thou 
«  fhouldft  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  fhouldft  keep 
"  them  from  the  evil."  We,  in  ours,  and  the  faints  that  arc 
gone,  in  their  refpeftive  generations,  have  reaped  the  fruit  of  this 
prayer.  How  elfe  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  our  fouls  are  prefcrved 
amidft  fuch  a  world  of -temptations,  and  thefe  affifted  and  advan«- 
taged  by  our  own  corruptions?  How  is  it  elfe,  that  oi^r  peribns  are 
not  ruined  and  deflroyed  amidft  fuch  multitudes  of  potent  and 
malicious  enemies,  that  are  fet  on  fire  of  hell  ?  Surely,  the  prefer«- 
vation  of  the  burning  bufh,  of  the  three  children  amidft  the 
flames  j  of  Daniel  in  the  den  of  lions ;  arc  not  greater  wonders^ 
than  thefe  our  eyes  do  daily  behold.  As  the  fire  would  have  cer- 
tainly confuincd,  and  the  lions,  without  doubt,  have  rtnded  and 
devoured,  had  not  God,  by  the  interpofition  of  his  own  hand^ 
ftopped  and  liindered  the  efieA ;  fo  would  the  fin  that  is  in  usy 
and  the  malice  that  is  in  others,  quickly  ruin  our  foub  and  bodies^ 
were  it  not  that  the  fame  hand  guards  and  keeps  us  every  moment. 
To  that  hand,  into  which  this  prayer  of  Chrift  delivered  your  fouls 
and  bodies,  do  you  owe  all  your  mercies  and  falvations,  both  tem- 
poral and  fpiritual. 

2.  Another  mercy  he  prays  for,  is  the  hlejfing  of  union  among 
tbemfelws,  '^Tliis  he  joins  immediately  with  the  firft  mercy  of  pre- 
fcrvation, and  prays  for  it  in  the  fanie  breath,  verfe  11.  <«  That 
"  they  may  be  one,  as  we  are."  And  well  might  he  join  them 
together  in  one  breath ;  for  this  union  is  not  only  a  choice  mercy 
in  itfclf,  but  a  fpecial  means  of  that  prefcrvation  he  had  prayed  for 
before :  their  union  with  one  another,  is  a  fpecial  means  to  prcfervc 
them  all. 

3.  A  third  defirable  mercy  that  Chrift  eamcftly  prayed  for,  was, 
that  his  "  joy  might  be  fulfilled  in  them,"  verfe  13.  He  would 
provide  for  their  joy,  even  when  the  hour  of  his  ^eateft  forrow 
was  at  hand ;  yea,  he  would  not  only  obtain  joy  for  them,  but  a 
fuUjoy :  <<  That  my  joy  might  be  fulfilled  in  them."  It  is  as  if  he 
had  faid,  O  my  Father,  I  am  to  leave  thefe  dear  ones  in  a  world  of 
troubles  and  perplexities ;  I  know  their  hearts  will  be  fubjeft  to 
frequent  defpondencies  •,  O  Ifet  me  obtain  the  cordials  of  divine  joy 

Vol.  I.  I  i 
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for  them  before;  I  go :  I  ivioukl  not  only  have  them  live,  but  live 
joyfully ;  provide  for  their  fainting  hours  reviving  cordials, 
.  4,  And  as  si  continued  fpring  to  maintain  all  the  fsrementioned 
mercies  he  prays  "  they  all  may  be  fanftificd  through  the  word 
«  of  truth,  verfe  17.  i.  e.  more  abundantly  fanftified  than  yet  they 
were,  by  a  deeper  radication  of  gracious  habits  and  principles  in 
the^  he?rt.  This  is  ^  fingukr  mercy  in  itfelf,  to  have  holincfs 
fpeading  itfelf  over  and  through  their  fouls,  as  the  light  of  the 
inoi:ning»  Nothing  i^  in  itfelf  mor<^  deiirable.  And  it  is  alio  a  iin«- 
^ap  telp  to  their  perfeverance,  union,  and  fpiritual  joy,  which 
he  had  prayed  for  before,  arid  are  all  advanced  by  their  increafing 
^^iiM^cation. 

J,  AikI  laftly>  as  the  complement  and  perfeftion  of  all  defirabic 
mercies,  he  yrays*  "  that  they  i^ay  be  with  him,  where  he  is,  to 
"  behold  his  glpry* '  y^t{^  24.  This  is  the  beft  and  ultimate  privi- 
lege  they  are  capable  <£^  The  end  of  his  coming  down  from  hca- 
yen>  and  returning  thkher  again^  all  runs  into  this,  to  bring  many 
fojos  and  daughters  unto  glory.  You  fee  Chrift  afks  no  trifles,  no, 
ftuaU  things  for  his  people  5  no  mercies,  but  the  beft  that  both 
wofl^s.  aflbr4,  will  fuffice  him  on  their  behalf- 

%e^oiidly^  Let  us  fee  how  he  follows  his.  requefts,  and  with  what 
arguments  he  pleads  witli  the  Father  for  thefe  things:  and,  among 
6th^S}  I  fhall  fiAgle  out  fix  choice  ones,  which  arc  urged  in  this 
text,  01!  the.  inimediate  context. 

The  firft  argiim<?nt  is  di*awn  from  the  joint  intereft,  that  both 
himfclf,.  and  1ms  Fathecj  have  in  their  perfons,  for  whom  he  prays> 
*<  AU  nunc  are  thine,  ajid  tliine  are  mine,"  verfe  10.  As  if  he 
fliould  fay,  Father,  behold,  and  conAder  the  perfons  I  pray  for, 
they  are  not  aliens,  but  ChriAians :  yea,  tliey  are  thy  children  as 
well  ^%  mine ;  the  very  fame  on  whom  thou  haft  let  thy  eternal 
love,  and  in  that  love  haft  given  them  to  me  5  fo  that  they  are  both 
thine  and  mine :  great  is  our  intereft  in  them,  and  intereft  draws 
t<irr^  and  tenderncTs.  Every  one  cares  for  his  own,  provides  for, 
aJid  iecures  his  own.  Property,  (even  amongft  creatiu^es)  is  fon- 
d^imental  to  our  labour,  care,  and  watchflilnefs  \  they  would,  not 
fo  much  prize  life,  health,  eftates,  or  children,  if  they  were  not 
their  own.  Lord,  thefe  are  thine  own  by  many  ties  or  titles :  O 
therefore  keep,  comfort,  fanftify,  and  favc  them,  for  they  arc 
thine.  What  a  mighty  plea  is  this  ?  Surely,  Chriftians,  your  in- 
tercefibr  is  ikilful  in  his  work,  your  advocate  wants  no  eloquence 
or  ability  to  plead  for  you. 

The  fccoiid  argument,  and  that  a  powerful  one,  treads,  as  I  may 
fay,  wpon  the  very  heel  of  the  former,  in  the  next  words,  "  And 
<*  I  ain  glorified  in  them  :"  q,  i.  my  glory  and  honour  are  infinite* 
ly  dear  to  thee  \  I  know  thy  heart,  is  entirely  upon  the  editing  and 
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glorifying  of  thy  Son.  Now,  what  glory  have  I  In  the  wtrM,'  but 
what  comes  from  my  people  ?  Others  neither  can,  nor  will  glorily 
me ;  nay,  I  am  daily  blafphemed  and  difhonoured  by  them :  theib 
are  they  from  whom  my  aftive  glory  and  praifc  in  the  world  muft 
rile.  If,  IS  true,  both  thou  and  I  have  glory  from  other  creature^ 
•bJeBivelyi  the  works  that  we  have  made,  and  impreft  oiu*  power^ 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  upon,  do  fb  glorify  us :  and  honour  we  hate 
from  our  very  enemies  accidentaUy ;  their  very  wrath  fhaU  praife 
us :  but  for  active  and  voluntary  praife,  whence  comes  this  but 
from  tlic  people  that  were  formed  for  that  very  purpofe  ?  Shdiild 
theie  then  miTcarry  and  perifh,  where  fhall  my  manifeftative  and 
aftive  glory  be  ?  and  from  whom  (hall  I  expeft  it  ?  So  that  here 
his  jproperty  and  glory  are  pleaded  with  the  Father,  to  prevail  for 
thole  mercies  )  and  they  are  both  great,  and  valuable  things  wkh 
God.    "What  dearer,  what  nearer  to  the  heart  of  God  ? 

^^g'  3-  And  yet,  to  make  all  faft  and  fure,*he  adds,  in  the  be<» 
ginning  of  this  verfe  ii.  a  tl^rd  argument,  in  theie  worcbi 
•<  And  now  I  am  no  more  in  the  world.  Where  we  muft  confi- 
der  the  fenfe  of  it,  ts  a  proportion,  and  the  force  of  it,  as  an  ar-> 
gument.  This  propofition,  *'  I  am  no  more  in  the  world,'*  is  not 
to  be  taken  fimply  and  tmiVerfally,  as  if,  in  no  fenfe,'^  Chrift 
fliould  be  any  more  in  this  world:  but  only  re/^8ivelyi  as  to  his 
corporeal  prefence;  this  was,  in  a  little  time,  to  be  removed  from 
his  people,  which  had  been  a  fweet  fpring  of  comfort  to  them,  in 
all  thdr  troubles.  But  now  it  might  have  been  faid  to  the  penfive 
dHciples,  as  the  fons  of  the  prophets  faid  to  Efiiha,  a  Uttle  before 
Elijahs  tranflation,  <«  Know  ye  not  that  your  mafter  fliall  be  ta«^ 
<»  ken  from  your  heads  to-day?*  This  comfortable  enjoyment 
muft  be  taken  firom  tliem ;  this  is  the  fenfe.  -And  here  lies  th0 
argument ;  Father,  confider  the  iadneis  and  trouble  I  (hall  learre 
my  poor  children  under,  Whilft  I  was  with  them,  I  was  a  iweet 
relief  to  their  fouls,  whatever  troubles  they  met  with :  in  all  doubts^ 
fears,  and  dangers,  they  could  repair  to  me ;  and  in  their  ftraits 
and  wants  I  flSl  fupplied  them :  they  had  my  counfels  to  direft 
tfaem,  my  reproofi  to  reduce  them,  and  my  comforts  to  fupport 
them  J  yea,  the  vtrj  fight  of  me  was  an  unfpeakaUe  joy  and  re- 
freOunent  to  their  louls :  but  now  the  hour  is  come,  and  I  muft 
be  gone.  All  the  comfort  and  benefit  they  had  from  my  prefonce 
amongft  them,  is  cut  off:  and,  except  thou  do  make  up  all  tliis  to 
them  another  way,  what  will  become  of  thefe  children,  when  theif 
Father  is  gone  ?  What  will  be  the  cafe  of  the  poor  flieep,  and  ten- 
der lambs,  when  the  flicpherd  is  fmittcn  ?  Therefore,  O  my  Fa- 
ther, look  thou  after  them,  fee  to  them,  for  they  arc  thine  as  well 
as  mine  j  I  am  glorified  in  them,  and  now  leaving  them,  and  re- 
moving out  of  this  world  from  them. 
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Arg,  4*  And  yet,  to  move  and  engage  the  Father^s  care  and 
love  for  them,  he  fubjoins  another  great  confideratlon,in  the  very 
next  words,  draiwn  from  the  danger  he  leaves  them  in:  «  But 
*«  thefe  are  in  the  world."  The  world  is  a  finful,  iAfe£ting,  and 
unquiet  place  \  it  lies  in  nvickednefs :  And  a  hard  thing  it  will  be 
for  fuch  poor,  weak,  imperfeA  creatures  to  efcape  the  pollutions 
of  it  \  or,  if  they  do,  yet  the  troubles,  perfecutions,  and  ftrong  op- 
pofitions  of  it  they  cannot  efcape.  Seeing  therefore!  muft  leave 
thine  own  dear  children,  as  well  as  mine,  and  thofe  from  whom 
the  glory  is  to  rife,  in  the  midft  of  a  iinful  troubleibme,  dangerous 
world,  where  they  can  neither  move  backward  nor  forward,  with- 
out danger  of  fin  or  ruin  :  O,  fince  the  cafe  ftands  fo,  look  after 
them,  provide  for  them,  and  take  fpecial  care  for  them  all.  Con- 
fider  who  they  are,  and  where  I  leave  them.  They  are  thy  chil- 
dren, to  be  left  in  a  ftrange  country  j  thy  foldiers,  in  the  enemies 
quarters }  thy  fheep^  in  the  midft  of  wolves  \  thy  precious  treafure, 
among  thieves* 

Arg.  5.  And  yet  he  hath  not  done,  for  he  refolvcs  to  ftrfvc 
hard  for  the  mercies  he  had  a&ed,  and  will  not  come  o£F  with  a 
denial ;  and  therefore  adds  another  argument  in  the  next  words, 
Ajid  I  come  to  thee.  As  his  leaving  them  was  an  argument,  fo  his 
coming  to  the  Father  is  a  mighty  argument  alfo.  There  is  much 
in  theie  words,  /  come  to  thee,  [/,]  thy  beloved  Son,  in  which  thy 
foul  delighteth  ;  I,  to  whom  thou  never  deniedft  any  thing.  Tis 
not  a  ftranger,  but  a  fon ;  not  an  adopted,  but  thine  only  begotten 
Son.  Tis  X  that  [r^«7^,]  I  am  now  coming  to  thee  apace,  my  Fa- 
ther. I  come  to  thee  fwimming  through  a  bloody  ocean.  I  come, 
treading  every  ftep  of  my  way  to  thee  in  blood,  and  unfpeakable 
fufferings  \  and  aU  this  for  the  fake  of  thofo  dear  ones  I  now  pray 
for  %  ye^,  the  defign  and  end  of  my  coming  to  thee,  is  for  them.  I 
9m  coming  to  heaven  in  tlie  capacity  of  an  advocate,  to  plead 
yrith  thee  for  them.  And  I  come  to  [T^^^']  ^y  Father^  and  their 
Father ;  my  Gody  and  their  God,  Now  then,  fince  I,  that  am  fo 
dear,  come  throughiiich  bitter  pangs,  to  thee,  fo  dear,  fo  tender- 
hearted a  Father  i  and  all  this  on  their  fcore  and  account :  Since  I 
do  but  now,  as  it  were,  begin,  or  give  them  a  little  tafte  of  that 
interceffion-work,  which  I  ihall  live  for  ever  to  perform  for  them 
in  heaven  5  Father,  hear.  Father,  grant  what  I  rcqueft.  O  give 
a  comfortable  earneft  of  thofe  good  things  which  I  am  coming  to 
thee  for,  and  which  I  know  thou  wilt  not  deny  me* 

Arg,  6.  And,  to  clofe  up  all,  he  tells  the  Father  how  careful  he 
had  been  to  obferve,  and  perform  that  truft  which  was  committed 
to  him ;  "  While  I  was  with  them  in  the  world,  I  kept  them  in 
"  thy  name }  thofe  that  thou  gaveft  me.  I  have  kept,  and  none  of 
"  them  is  loft,  but  the  fon  of  perdition,*'  ver.  1 2,* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SeRM*  XX.  ^he  Fountain  rf  Life.  253 

And  thus  lies  the  argument:  Thou  conunittedft  to  me  a  ceitaia 
number  of  elect  fouby  to  be  redeemed  by  me  j  I  undertook  the 
truft,  and  faid,  if  any  of  thefe  be  loft,  at  my  hand  let  them  be,re«- 
quired,  Lwill  anfwer  for  them  every  one  to  thee.  In  purfuance 
of  which  trufti  I  am  now  here  on  the  earth,  in  a  body  of  fleih. 
I  have  been  Euthfiil  to  a  point.  I  have  redeemed  them  (for  he 
fpeaks  of  that  as  finiihed  and  done,  which  was  now  ready  to  be 
done)  I  have  kept  themalfo,  and  confirmed  them  hitherto:  and  now^ 
Father,  I  conunit  tl^em  to  thy  care.  Lo,  here  they  are,  not  one 
is^oft,  but  the  fon  of  perdition,  who  was  never  given.  With  how 
great  care  have  I  been  careful  for  them !  O  let  them  not  fail  now  ; 
let  not  one  of  them  perifh. 

Thus  you  fee  what  a  nervous,  argumentative,  pleading  prayer 
Chrift  poured  out  to  the  Father  for  them  at  parting. 

Thirdly^  The  next  enquiry  is,  why  he  thus  prayed,  and  pleaded 
with  God  for  them,  when  he  was  to  die  ? 

And  certainly  it  was,  not  becauie  the  Father  was  unwilling  to 
grant  the  mercies  he  defired  for  them:  No,  they  came  not  with, 
difficulty,  nor  were  they  wrefted  by  mere  importimity,  out  of  the 
hand  of  an  unwilling  and  backward  perfon.  For,  he  tells  us^ 
John.  vi.  27.  <*  The  Father  himfelf  lovcth  you,  i.  e.  he  is  propenfe 
enough  of  his  own  accord  to  do  you  good.  But  the  reafons  of 
this  exceeding  importunity,  are, 

1.  He  forefaw  a  great  trial  then  at  hand ;  yea,  and  all  the  after- 
trials  of  his  people,  as  well  as  that.  He  knew  how  much  t|;ie7 
would  be  lifted,  and  put  to,  in  that  hour,  and  power  of  darkneis, 
tliat  was  coining.  He  knew  their  faith  would  be  fhaken,  and 
greatly  daggered  by  the  approaching  difficulties,  when  they  fhould 
lee  their  Shepherd  imitten,  and  themfelves  fcattered,  the  Son  of 
man  delivered  into  the  hands  of  iinners,  and  the  Lord  of  life  ^ 
hang  dead  upon  the  tree,  yea,  fealed  up  in  the  grave.  He  fore- 
faw what  firaits  his  poor  people  would  fall  into,  betwixt  a  bufy 
devil,  and  a  bad  heart  j  therefore  he  prays  and  pleads  with  fuch 
importunity  and  ardency  for  them,  that  they  might  not  mifcarry. 

2.  He  was  now  entering  upon  his  interceffion-work  m  heaven, 
and  he  was  defirous  in  this  prayer  to  give  us  a  fpecimen,  or  fam- 
ple,  of  that  part  of  his  work,  before  he  left  ,us  ;  that  by  this  we 
might  underftand  what  he  would  do  for  us,  when  he  ihould  be 
out  of  fight.  For  this  being  his  laft  prayer  on  earth,  it  {hews  us 
what  afiedtions  and  difpofitions  he  carried  hence  with  him,  and  fa- 
tisfies  us,  that  he  who  was  fo  earneft  with  God  on  our  behalf, 
fuch  a  mighty  pleader  here,  will  not  forget  us,  or  negleft  our 
concerns  in  the  other  world.  Yet,  reader,  I  would  have  thee 
always  remember,  that  the  intcrcefiion  of  Chrift  in  heaven  is  cts- 
ried  much  higher  th^n  this  5  it  is  performed  in  a  way  more  fuitablc 
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to  that  ftate  of  honour  to  whkh  he  is  now  exalted.  Here  he  nfed 
proftrations  of  body>  cries  and  tears  in  his  prayers :  there,  his  in- 
terceflion  b  carried  in  a  more  majeftic  way,  and  with  more  ftate, 
becoming  an  exalted  Jefus*  But  yet  in  this  he  hath  left  us  a  fpe- 
cial  ailiftance,  to  difcover  much  of  the  frame,  temper,  and  work- 
ing of  his  heart  now  in  heaven  towards  us. 
^  3.  And  laftly,  he  would  leave  this  as  a  ftanding  monument  of 
his  father*like  care,  and  love  to  his  people,  to  the  end  of  the 
wofrld.  And  for  tfab  it  is  conceived  Clmft  delivered  this  prayer  fo 
publicly,  not  withdrawing  firom  the  diiciples  to  be  private  with 
God,  as  he  did  in  the  garden ;  but  he  delivers  it  in  their  pre* 
fence,  «  Thefe  things  which  I  fpeak  in  the  world,"  vtr.  13.  lliis 
ix«xwr«,  with  the  circumftanccs  of  place,  \in  the  «w-A/],  doth 
plainly  fpeak  it  to  be  a  public  prayer.  And  not  only  was  it  pub- 
licly delivered,  but  it  was.  alfo,  by  a  Angular  proridencc,_recorded 
at  large  by  John,  though  omitted  by  the  other  evangelifts ;  that  fo 
it  might  ftand  to  all  generations,  for  a  teflmiony  of  Chrift's  tender 
care  and  love  to  his  people. 

Fourthly^  If  you  a&,  how  this  gives  evidence  of  Chrift's  tender 
care  and  love  to  his  people  i  which  is  the  laft  enquiry ;  I  aniwer, 
in  few  words,  for  the  thing  is  plain  and  obvious ;  it  appean  in 
thefe  two  particulars. 

X.  His  love  and  care  was  manifefted  in  the  choice  of  mercies  for 
them.  He  doth  not  pray  for  health,  honour,  long  Jife,  riches, 
&c.  but  for  their  prefervation  from  fin,  fpiritual  joy  in  God,  fenc- 
tification  and  eternal  glory.  No  mercies  but  the  very  beft  in  God's 
trcafure  will  content  him.  He  was  refolved  to  get  all  the  beft 
,  mercies  for  his  people ;  the  reft  he  is  content  fhould  be  difpenfed 
promiicuoufly  by  Providence:  but  thefe  he  will  fettle  as  an  heri- 
tage upon  his  children.  O  fee  the  love  of  Chrift  I  look  over  all 
your  fpiritual  inheritance  in  Chrift,  compare  it  with  the  richcft, 
faireft,  fweeteft  inheritance  on  earth ;  and  fee  what  poor  things 
thefe  arc  to  yours.  O  the  care  of  a  dear  father !  O  the  love  of  a 
tender  Saviour ! 

2.  Beiides,  what  an  eridenceof  histendemefs  toyou,  and  great 
care  for  you,  was  this,  that  he  fhould  fo  intentljr,  and  fo  afFcftion- 
ately  mind,  and  plead  your  concerns  with  God,  at  fuch  a  time 
as  this  was,  even  when  a  world  of  forrow  encompafied  him  on 
every  fide ;  a  cup  of  wrath  mixed,  and  ready  to  be  delivered  into 
his  hand  :  at  that  very  time  when  the  clouds  of  wrath  grew  black, 
a  ftorm  coming,  and  fuch  as  he  never  felt  before  ;  when  one  would 
have  thought,  all  his  care,  thoughts,  and  diligence,  fhould  have 
been  employed  on  his  own  account,  to  mind  his  own  futFcrings  ? 
No,  he  doth  as  it  were  forget  his  own  forrows,  to  mind  our  peace 
and  comfort.     O  love  unfpeakable  I 
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Cmllarf  I.  If  this  be  fo,  that  Cluift  fo  eminaatly  dHcovered  his 
care  and  love  for  his  people,  in  this  his  parting  hour  \  then  hence 
we  conclude,  The  ferfevertnce  of  the  faints  is  unquf/HonaUe^.     Do 

.  you  hear  how  he  pleads  !  how  he  begs !  how  he  fills  his  nxmth 
with  arguments !  hoyr  he  chufeth  his  words,  and  iets  them  in  or« 

'  der,  how  he  winds  up  his  fpirit  to  the  very  higheft  pitich  of  zeal 
and  fervency?  and  can  you  doubt  of  fuccefs  i  Can  fiich  a  Father 
deny  the  importunity,  and  ftrong  reafbnings  and  pkadixm  of  fuch 
aSon !  O,  it  can  never  be  I  h^  cannot  deny  him :  Chrift  hath  the 
art  and  ikiU  of  prevailing  with  God :-  He  hath  (as  in  this  a|^ 
pears)  the  tcmgue  of  the  learned.  If  the  heart  or  haad  of  God 
were  hard  to  he  opened,  yet  this  would  open  them ;  but  when  the 
Father  himfelf  loves  us,  and  is  inclined  to  do  us  good,  who  can 
doubt  of  Chrift's  fuccefs  i  «  That  which  is  in  motion,  is  the'  more 
<<  eaiily  movedf  .**  The  caule  Chrift  manageth  in  heaven  for  us  is 
juiland  righteous.  The  manner  in  which  he  pleads  is  powdrfiilt 
and  therefore  the  fiiccefi  of  his  fiiit  is  anqueftic»iable. 

The  apoftle  profefleth,  2  Cor.  i.  3.  «  We  can  do  nothing  againft 
'^  the  truth."  He  means  it  in  regard  of  the^bent  of  his  hearty  } 
he  could  not  move  againft  truth  and  ri^teouiiiefs.  And  if  a 
holy  man  cannot,  much  lefs  will  a  holy  God.  If  Chrift  undertake 
to  plead  the  caufe  of  his  people  with  the  Father,  and  ufe  his  ora» 
tory  with  him,  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  prevsuling.  Every  word 
in  this  {Hrayer  is  a  cholen  Ihaft,  drawn  to  the  head  by  a  ftrong  and 
Ikil&l  hanid ;  you  need  not  queftion  but  it  goes  home  to  the  white, 
and  hits  the  mark  aimed  at.  Doth  he  pray,  «  Father,  keep, 
"  through  thine  own  name,  thofe  thou  haft  given  me  ? "  Sure 
they  ihall  be  kept,  if  all  the  power  in  heaven  can  keep  them.  O 
think  on  this,  when  dangers  furround  your  fouls  or  bodies,  when 
fears  and  doubts  are  multiplied  within :  when  thou  art  ready  to 
uy  in  thy  hafte.  All  men  are  liars,  I  ihall  one  day  perifh  by  the 
hand  of  fin  or  Satan  \  think  on  that  encouragement  Chrift  gave 
to  Peter,  Luke  xxii.  31.  "I  have  prayed  for  thee.** 

Corolktry  a.  Again,  hence  we  learn,  that  argumentative  frayers 
are  excellent  prayers.  The  ftrength  of  every  thing  is  in  its  joints ; 
there  lies  much  of  the  ftrength  of  prayer  aUb :  how  ftronriy  joint- 
ed, how  nervous  ana  argumentative  was  this  prayer  of  Chrift  f 
Some  there  are  indeed,  that  think  we  need  not  argue  and  plead 
in  piayerwith  God,  but  only  preient  the  matter  of  our  prayers  to 
him,  and  let  Chrift  alone  (whofe  office  it  is)  to  plead  wiUi  the  Fa- 

*  By  this*  that  obfervatioo  ia  crofled ;  Ntmo  Su  tutm*,  puricuh  proxumu :  None 
cao  be  longfiUe,  that  dwells  near  to  danger,:  for  hereby  they  are  ufe  in  the  midft 
•f  danger. 

t  ^wquid  4?  IX  mvhif  faciii  movetur, 

i  We  can  d»  that,  ^hich  we  cm  do  jnftly. 
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ther  5  as  if  Chrift  did  not  prefent  our  pleas  and  arguments^  as  well 
SB  fimple  dcfires  to  God  j  as  if  the  choiccft  part  of  our  .prayctt 
muft  be  kept  back^  becaufe  Chrift  prcfents  our  prayers  to  God. 
No,  no,  Chrift*s  pleading  is  one  thing,  ours  another  :  «<  *  His  and 
««  ours  are  not  oppofed,  but  fubordinate  ;"  his  pleading  doth  not 
deftroy,  but  makes  ours  fucccfsful.     God  calls  us  to  pl^ad  with 
him,  Ifa.  i.  18.  "  Come  now  let  us  reafon  together,"     "God  (as 
•«  one  t  obferves)  reafoneth  with  us  by  his  word  and  providences 
«•  outwardly,  and  by  the  motions  of  his  Spirit  inwardly:  but  we 
•*  reafon  with  him  by  framing  (through  the  help  of  his  Spirit)  cer- 
"  tain  holy  arguments,  grounded  upon  allowed  principles,  drawn 
«<  from  his  nature,  name^  word,  or  works/'     And  it  is  condemn* 
cd  as  a  very  finfiil  defeat  in  profeflbrs,  that  they  did  not  plead  the 
church's  caufe  with  God  •,  Jer.  xxx.  13.  «'  There  is  none  to  plead 
<«  thy  caufe  that  thou  mayeft  be  bound  up/*     What  was  Jacob's 
VTcftling   with  the  angel,    but    his   holy  pleading   and  impor- 
tunity with  God  ?  and  how  well  it  plealed  God,  let  the  event 
fpeak,  Gen.  xxxii.  24.    Hof.  xii.  4.  "  As  a  prince  he  prevailed, 
«<  and  had  power  with  God."     On  which  iniiance,  a  Worthy:! 
thus  gloffcth  :  ««  Let  God  frown,  (mite  or  wound,  Jacob  is  at  a 
<^  point,  a  bleffing  he  came  for,  and  a  blefling  he  will  have  j  <<  1 
<•  will  not  let  thee  go,  (faith  he)  unlefs  thou  blefs  ine."   His  limbs, 
«*  his  life  might  go,  but  there  is  no  going  from  Chrift  without  a 
<<  pawn,  without  a  bleffing.."    This  is  the  man,  now  what  is  his 
fpeed  ?  The  Lord  admires  him,  and  honours  him  to  all  genera- 
tions.    "  What  is  thy  name  ?"  faith  he  5  q.  d.I  never  met  with 
fuch'a  man,  titles  of  honour  are  not  worthy  of  thee  :  thou  (halt 
be  called,  not  Jacob  a  fhepherd  with  men,  but  Jacob  a  prince  with 
God.    Nazianzen  faid  of  hi$  fifter  Gorgonia,  That  (he  was  mo- 
deftly  impudent  with  God  ;  there  was  nd  putting  her  off  with  a 
denial.    The  Lord,  on  this  account,  hath  honoured  his  faints  with 
the  title  of.  His  recorder j\\y  men  fit  to  plead  with  him,  as  that  word 
Imaskir']  fignifics :  Ifa.  btii.  6.  «<  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the 
<*  Lord,  keep  not  filence,  give  him  no  reft."     It  notes  the  office 
of  him  that  recorded  all  the  memorable  matters  of  the  king,  and 
ufed  to  fuggcft  feafonable  itetns  and  memorandums  of  things  to  be 
done. 

By  thefe  holy  pleadings,  **  the  King  is  held  in  his  gaUeries,*^  as 
it  is  Cant.  vii.  5.  I  know  we  are  not  heard,  either  for  our  much 
ipeakhig,  or  our  excellent  fpeaking ;  it  is  Chrift's  pleading  in  hea« 
ven,  that  makes  our  pleading  on  earth  available  :  but  yet  furely^ 
when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhall  fuggeft  proper  arguments  in 

•  SuhtSmata  tton  pugitant.  f  Mr  Corbet,  of  Prayer. 

4  Dr  Harris,  in  his  Sermon  on  Luke  xvilL  6,  7, 8. 

Il  C3^MD?)Sn  ^.'ffitmorantes,  vr/,  eui  remmifci/MJHHt  r«  T^pmini     Moot. 
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prayer,  and  help  the  humble  iupplxant  to  prefi  them  home  believ- 
uigly  and  affedtionately  *, ,  when  he  helps  us  to  weqp  and  pleads 
to  groan  and  plead,  God  is  greatly  delighted  in  luch  prayers. 
««  Thou  haft  faid,  I  will  furely  do  thee  good/'  faid  Jacob,  GcnJ 
xxxii.  12.  It  is  thine  own  free  promife ;  I  did  not  go  on  mine 
own  head,  but  thou  badft  me  go,  and  encouragedft  mc  with  this 
promile.  0>  this  is  plcaiing  to  God,  when  by  his  fpirit  of  adop- 
tion we  can  come  to  God,  crying,  Abha  Father ;  Father,  hear^ 
forgive,  pity,  and  help  me..  Am  I  not  thy  child,  thy  fon,  or 
daughter  ?  To  whom  may  a  child  be  bold  to  go,  with  whom  may 
a  child  have  hope  to  fpeed,  if  not  with  his  father  ?  Father,  hear 
me.  The  fathers  of  our  flefh  are  fidl  of  bowels,  and  pity  their 
children,  and  know  how  to  give  good  things  to  them,  when  they 
aik  them.  Whetl  th^  aik  bread  or  clothes,  will  they  deny  them  t 
And  is  not  the  Father  of  fpirits  more  full  of  bowels,  more  full  of 
pity  ?  Father,  hear  me.  This  is  that  kind  of  prayer^  which  it 
melody  in  the  ears  of  God. 

Corollarj  3-  What  an  excellent  pattern  is  here^  for  all  that  have  the 
charge  ana  government  of  others  committed  to  them,  whether  magiftrates^ 
minyiersy  or  parents ^  to  teach  them  ho'W  to  acquit  themfelves  towards 
their  relations ,  nvhen  they  come  io  die  ? 

Look  upon  dying  Jefus,  fee  hoj^  his  care  and  love  to  his  people 
flamed  out,  when  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand.  Surely, 
.  as  we  are  bound  to  remember  our  relations  every  day,  and  to  lay 
up  a  ftock  of  prayers  for  them  in  the  time  of  our  health,  fo  it  be- 
comes us  to  imitate  Chrift  in  our  earneftnefs  with  God  for  them^ 
when  we  die.  Though  we  die,  our  prayers  die  not  with  us :  they 
out-live  us,  and  thofe  we  leave  behind  us  in  the^jrorld,  may  reap 
the  benefit  of  them,  when  we  arc  turned  to  duft. 

For  my  own  part,  I  muft  prpfefs  before  the  worlil,  that  I  have 
a  high  value  for  this  mercy,  and  do,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
bleis  the  Lord,  who  gave  me  a  religious  and  tender  fatherf,  who  often 
poured  out  his  foul  to  God  for  me  :  he  was  one  that  was  inwardly 
acquainted  with  God  \  and  being  full  of  boweb  to  his  children,  of- 
ten carried  them  before  the  Lord,  prayed  and  pleaded  with  God 
for  them,  wept  and  made  fuppUcations  for  them.  This  ftock  of 
prayers  and  bleffings  left  by  him  before  the  Lord,  I  cannot  but 
efteem  above  the  faireft  inheritance  on  earth.  O  it  is  no  fmall 
•mercy  to  have  thoufands  of  fervent  prayers  lying  before  the  Lord^ 
filed  up  in  heaven  for  us.     And  O  that  we  would  all  be  faithfu^to 

Vol.  L  No.  5.  Kk 
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•  The  heart  criet  to  God  more  by  groans  than  by  words,  and  more  by  tears  than 
by  fpcaking.     Aug.     Mr  R,  A,  vhuL      ^ 

t  Mr^ichard  Flavd,  a  faithfiiLand  kborioiis  preacher  of  thego4>el,  at  Hafcler 
is  Warwickihire,  and  aftcrwardi  in  WUicrfay  in  Oloucaftcrihire,  now  with  Ood. 
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this  duty !  furely  our  love,  efpecially  to  the  fouls  of  our  reladom, 
ihould  not  grow  cold  when  our  breath  doth.  O  that  we  would  re- 
member this  duty  in  our  lives,  and,  if  God  give  opportunity  and 
ability,  fully  difcharge  it  when  we  die ;  confidering,  as  Chrift  did, 
we  ihall  be  no  more,  but  they  are  in  this  world,  in  the  midft  of  a 
defiled,  tempting,  troublefbme  world;  it  is  the  laft  office  of  love 
that  ever  we  fhall  do  for  them.  After  a  little  while,  we  fliall  be 
•no  longer  feniible  hot^it  is  with  them ;  for  (as  the  church  fpeaks 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  1 6.  <*  Abraham  is  ignorant  of  us,  and  Ifi-ael  acknow- 
««  ledgeth  us  not**)  what  temptations  and  troubles  may  befal  themy 
we  do  not  know.     O  imitate  Chrift  your  pattern. 

Corollary  4.  To  conclude;  Hena  ye  mayfee^  nvhat a  high  efieem 
and  precious  value  Chrift  hath  of  believers ;  this  wa3  the  trcafurc 
which  he  could  not  quit,  he  could  not  die  till  he  had  fecured  it  in 
-a  fafe  hand :  "  I  come  unto  thee,  holy  Father,  keep  through  tlunc 
**  own  name  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me.** 

Surely  believers  are  dear  to  Jelus  Chrift ;  and  good  reafbn,  for 
he  hath  paid  dear  for  them  :  let  his  dying  language,  this  laft  fare- 
wel,  fpeak  for  him,  how  he  prized  them.  «  The  Lord's  portion 
<«  is  hiis  people,  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritance,*'  Deut*  xxxii.  9. 
'<  They  are  a  peculiar  treafure  to  him,  above  all  the  people  of  the 
«  earth,"  Exod.  xix.  5.  What  is  much  upon  our  hearts  when 
we  die,  is  dear  to  us  indeed.  O  how  precious,  how  dear  fhould 
Jefus  Chrift  be  to'  us  !  Were  we  firft  and  laft  upon  his  heart ;  did 
he  mind  us,  did  he  pray  for  us,  did  hf  fo  wreftle  with  God  about 
•us,  when  the  forrows  of  death  compaiTed  him  about  ?  How  much 
are  we  engaged,  not  only  to  love  him,  and  efteem  him,  whilft 
we  live,  but  to  be  in  pangs  of  love  for  him,  when  we  feel  the 
pangs  of  death  upon  us !  to  be  eying  him,  when  our  eye-ftrings 
break !  To  have  hot  affections  for  Chrift,  when  our  hands  and 
feet  grow  cold !  The  very  laft  whifper  of  our  departing  fouls  fhould 
be  this, 

•   BleJJcd  be  God  for  Jtfus  Chrift. 
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SERMON    XXI. 

The  fccond  preparative  Aft  df  Chrift  for  his  own  Deith. 

I  Cor.  xi.  23,  24,  25. 

— The  Lord  Jefus^  the  fame  night  in  tvhich  he  tvas  betrayed^  tod 
bread:  and  when  he  had  given  thanksy  he  brake  itf  and/aid^  Take^ 
eat;  this  is  my  body,  nvhich  is  broken  for  you:  this  do  in  remembrance 
of  me.  After  the  fame  manner  alfo  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  had 
fuppedy  faying.  This  cup  is  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood:  this  da 
ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me. 

CHRIST  had  no  fooncr  recommended  his  dear  charge  to  the 
Father,  but  (the  time  of  his  death  haftening  on)  he  inftitutes 
his  laft  fupper,  to  be  the  lafting  memorial  of  his  death,  in  all  the 
churches,  until  his  fecond  coming;  therein  gracioufly  providing 
for  the  comfort  of  his  people,  when  he  fhould  be  removed  out  of 
their  fight.  And  this  vras  ^^t  fecond  preparative  a£f  of  Chrift,  in 
order  to  his  death :  he  will  fet  his  houfe  in  order,  and  then  die. 

This  his  fecond  aft  manifefts  no  lefs  love  than  the  former.  It  is 
like  the  plucking  off  the  ring  from  his  finger,  when  ready  to  lay 
his  neck  upon  the  block,  and  delivering  it  to  his  deareft  finends, 
to  keep  that  as  a  memorial  of  him :  «  Take  this,  ^c.  in  remcm- 
*<  brance  of  me." 

In  the  words  read,  are  four  things  noted  by  the  apoftle,  about 
this  laft  and  lovely  aft  of  Chrift,  viz.  the  Author,  Time,  Inftitution, 
and  End  of  this  holy,  folemn  ordinance. 

1.  The  author  of  it*.  The  Lord  Jefiis:  It  is  an  efFeft  of  his 
lordly  power,  and  royal  authority  ;  Mat.  xxviii.  18.  "  And  Jefus 
«  came,  and  fpake  unto  them,  faying.  All  power  is  given  unto 
*«  me  in  heaven  and  earth :  Go  ye  therefore."  The  goverilment 
is  upon  hb  fhoulders,  Ifa.  ix.  6.  He  fliall  bear  the  glory,  Zech. 
vi.  13..  Who  but  he  that  came  out  of  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 
and  is  acquainted  wi^h  all  the  counfels  that  are  there,  knows  what 
will  be  acceptable  to  God  ?  And  who  but  he  can  give  creatures, 
by  his  bleffing,'  their  facramental  efficacy  and  virtue  ?  Bread  and 
wine  are  naturally  fit  to  refrefh  and  nourifh  our  bodies  5  but  what 
iitnefs  have  they  to  nourifli  fouls  ?  Surely  none,  but  what  they 
receive  from  the  blefling  of  Chrift  that  inftitutes  them. 

2.  The  Time  when  the  Lord  Jefus  appointed  this  ordinance. 
«*  In  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed  :"  it  could  not  be 
fooncr,  bccaufe  the  paflbver  muft  firft  be  celebrated  -,  nor  later,  for 

•  Tikc  luihority  of  him  who  giv€»  the  precept,  is  thcrcafon  o£thc  preccjt. 
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that  night  he  was  apprehended^  It  is  therefore  emphaticallj  ex« 
preflcd  ly  m  yvxn,  in  that  fame  nighty  that  night  for  ever  to  be  re- 
membered. He  gives^  that  night,  a  cordial  draught  to  his  difciples 
before  the  confli£)t :  he  fettles,  that  night,  an  ordinance  in  the 
church,  for  the  confirmation  and  confolatipn  of  his  people,  in  all 
generations,  to  therend  of  the  w^ld.  3y  inftituting  it  that  night, 
lie  gives  abundant  evidence  of  his  care  for  his  people,  in  fpending 
fo  much  of  that  little,  very  little,  time  he  h^d  ieft^  on  their  ac- 
fount. 

3.  The  Inftitution  itfelfi  in  which  we  have  the  meinorative, 
fignificative,  inftru£tive  iigns,  and  they  are  bread  and  wine^  and 
the  glorious  myfteries  reprefented  ;ind  ihadowed  forth  by  them, 
viz.  Jefus  Chrift  crucified ;  the  proper  New-Teftament  nouriih- 
ment  of  believers.  Bread  and  wine  arc  choice  creatures,  and  do 
excellently  (hadow  forth  the  flefli  and  blood  of  crucified  Jefus ; 
and  that  both,  in  their  natural  qfefulnefs,  and  manner  of  prepa^ 
ration.  Their  ufefulnefs  is  vejy  great ;  bread  is  a  creature  necef^ 
fary  to  uphold  and  maintain  our  natural  life  ;  therefore  it  is  called  - 
the  Jtaff  of  hready  Ifa.  iii.  i.  becaufe  as  a  feeble  man  depends  and 
leans  upon  his  ftaff,  fo  do  our  feeble  fpirits  upon  bread*  Wine 
was  made  to  cheer  the  heart  of  man,  Judg.  xi.  13.  They  are 
both  uieful  and  eipceUent  creatures  *,  their  preparations,  to  become 
lb  ufeiiil  to  us,  are  alfo  remarkable.  The  cprn  miiil  be  ground 
in  the  mill,  the  grapes  torn  and  fqueezed  to  pieces  in  the  wine- 
prefs,  before  we  can  either  have  bread  or  wine.  And  when  all 
this  is  done,  they  muft  be  received  into  the  body,  or  they  noiunfh 
pot.  So  that  thefe  were  very  fit  creatures  to  be  fet  apart  for  this 
ufe  and  end. 

If  any  objeA,  It  is  true,  they  are  good  creatures,  but  not  pre* 
dous  enough  to  be  the  figps  of  fuch  profound  and  glorious  m)'ile-r 
ries:  it  was  worth  creating  ^  new  creature,  to  be  the  fign  of  the 
new  covenant. 

Let  him  that  thus  obje^s,  aik  himfelf,  whether  nothing  be  pre«p 
cious  without  pomp?  The  precioufnefs  of  thefe  elcpients  is  not  fo 
much  from  their  own  natures,  as  their  ufe  and  end ;  and  that 
makes  them  precious  indeed.  A  loaJfone  at  fea  is  much  more  ex- 
cellent than  a  diatnondy  becaufe  more  ufefiiK  A  penny-worth  of 
wax  applied  to  the  label  of  a  deed,  and  fealedj  may  in  a  minute 
have  its  value  raifed  to  thoufands  of  pounds.  Thefe  creatures  re- 
ceive their  value  and  eftimatipn  on  a  like  account.  Nor  fhould  it 
at  all  remain  ^  wonder  to  thee,  why  Chrift  fhould  reprefent  hun-!- 
felf  by  fuch  mean  and  common  things,  when  thou  haft  well  con-j 
fidered  that  the  excellency  of  the  pichire,  is  its  fimilitude  and 
conformity  to  the  original  \  and  that  Chrift  was  in  a  low,  fad,  knd 
very  abafed  ftate^  when  this  pi£bire  of  tiim  was  drawn  \  he  wa^ 
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then  a  man  of  farrows:  *  Thefe  then,  as  lively  figns,  fhadow  fortli 
a  crucified  /efus,  reprefent  him  to  us  in  his  red  garments.  This 
precious  ordinance  may  much  more  than  Paul,  fay  to  us,  <*  1  at 
«  ways  bear  about  in  my  body  tiie  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus:^ 
That  is  the  thing  it  ilgniiies. 

4«  Laftly  take  notice  of  the  ufe,  defign,  and  end  of  this  inftitu^ 
^ion.  Eif  Tw  f/Ar,7  ayapuny,  in  rememl'^ancey  or  for  a'  memorial  of 
zne.  O  thdre  is  much  in  this :  Chrift  knew  how  apt  our  bafe 
hearts  would  be  to  h>fe  him9  amidft  fuch  a  throng  of  fenfible  objeAs 
as  we  here  converfe  with ;  and  how  much  that  forgetfiiluefs  of 
him,  and  of  his  fiifferings,  would  turn  to  our  prejudice  and  lofs  ; 
therefore  doth  he  appoint  a  fign  to  be  remembered  by :  <*(  As  oft  as 
'«  you  do  this,  ye  Ihew  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come-** 
Hence  we  obferve,  fuitable  tcTthe  defign  of  this  diicourfe, 

Do£t  That  the  facramental  memorial  Chrift  left  nvith  his  people^  Is 
ajpecial  mark  of  his  care  and  love  for  them'*. 

What !  To  order  h^  pifture  (as  it  were)  to  be  drawn  when  he 
was  dying,  to  be  left  with  his  fpoufe  !  To  rend  his  own  fleih,  and 
fet  abroach  his  own  blood  to  be  meat  and  drink  for  our  ibuls  !  O  . 
what  manner  of  love  was  this !  It  is  true,  his  pifture  in  the  facra- 
ment  is  full  of  fears  and  wounds :  but  thefe  are  honourable  fears, 
a|id  highly  grace  and  commend  it  to  his  fpoufe,  for  whoie  dear  fake 
Jie  here  received  them. 

<«  They  are  marks  of  love  and  honour  f.**  And  he  would  be 
fo  drawn,  or  rather  be  fo  drew  himfelf,  that  as  oft  as  his  people 
looked  upon  the  portraiture  of  him,  they  might  remember,  and 
be  deeply  afiFe£led  with  thoie  things  he  here  endured  for  their 
fakes.  Thefe  arc  the  wounds  my  dear  hufband  Jefus  received  for 
me.  Thefe  are  the  marks  of  that  love  which  pafies  the  love  of 
creatures.  O  fee  the  love  of  a  Savioiu- !  This  is  that  heavenly 
Pelican  that  feeds  his  young  with  his  own  blood.  We  have  read 
pf  pitiftil  and  tender  women  that  have  eaten  the  fleih  of  their  own 
children,  Lam.  iv.  lo.  But  where  is  that  woman  recorded,  that 
gave  her  own  fleih  and  blood  to  be  meat  and  drink  to  her  chil- 
dren ?  Surely  the  fpoufe  may  fay  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  what  Da- 
vid in  his  lamentations,  faid  of  the  love  of  Jonathan,  '<  Thy  lov« 
•*  to  me  was  wonderftil,  pafiing  the  love  of  women.**  But  to  pre- 
pare the  point  to  be  meat  indeed,  and  drink  indeed  to  thy  foul,  I 

*  Our  Lord,  while  in  life,  for  commemoratuig  his  death,  ordered  the  cclc< 
bratiiig  of  a  reprefentation  of  his  facrifice.     A;^. 
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fhall  difcufs  briefly  thefe  three  things^  and  haften  to  the  applica- 
tion. 

Firfly  What  it  is  to  remember  the  Lord  Jefus  in  the  facrament. 

Secondly^  What  aptitude  there  is  in  that  ordinance,  fo  to  bring 
him  to  our  remembrance. 

Thirdly i  How  the  care  and  love  of  Chrift  is  difcovercd  by  leaving 
fuch  a  memorial  of  himfelf  with  us. 

*  Remembrance,  properly,  is  the  return  of  the  mind  to  an  ob- 
ject, about  which  it  hath  been  formerly  converftnt:  and  it  may  fo 
return  to  a  thing,  it  hath  converfed  with  before,  tvvo  ways ;  fpecu* 
lativefy  and  tratifiently ;     or  affeEiingly^  and  permanently,  AJpeculative 
remembrancey  is  only  to  call  to  mind  the  hiftory  of  fuch  a  perfbn, 
and  his  fiifferings ;  that  Chrift^  was  once  put  to  death  in  the  flefli. 
An  affeBionate  remembrancey  is  when  we  fo  call  Chrift  and  his  death 
to  our  minds,  as  to  feel  the  powerful  unpreffions  thereof  upon  our 
hearts.     Thus,  Mat.  xxvi.  75.  "Peter  remembered  the  word  of 
<«  the  Lord,  and  went  out,  and  wept  bitterly.*'     His  very  heart 
was  melted  with  that  remembrance  ;  his  bowels  were  pained,  he 
could  not  hold,  but  went  out  and  wept  abundantly.     Thus  Jofcph, 
when  he  faw  his  brother  Benjamin,  whofe  fight  refreflied  the  me- 
mory of  former  days  and  endearments,  was  greatly  afFcQed,  Gen* 
xliii.  29,  30.  "  And  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  faw  his  brother  Bcn- 
<«  jamin,  his  mother's  fon  ;  and  faid.  Is  this  your  younger  brother, 
«<  of  whom  ye  fpake  to  me  ?    and  he  faid,  God  be  gracious  to 
*<  thee  my  fon.     And  Jofeph  made  hafte,  for  his  bowels  did  yern 
<«  upon  his  brother,  and  he  fought  where  to  weep ;  and  he  enter- 
•«  ed  into  his  chamber,  and  wept  there."     Such  a  remembrance  of 
Chrift  is  that  which  is  here  intended.     This  is  indeed  a  gracious 
remembrance  of  Chrift  5  the  former  hath  nothing  of  grace  in  it. 
The  time  fliall  come  when  Judas  that  betrayed  him,  and  the 
Jews  that  pierced  him,  fliall  hiftorically  remember,  what  was  done; 
Rev.  i.  7.  "  Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  fliall 
<«  fee  him  5  and  they  alfo  wliich  pierced  him  ;  and  all  kindreds  of 
**  the  earth  fliall  wail  becaufeof  him."     Then,  I  {-xjy  Judas  fliall 
remember ;  This  is  he  whom  I  perfidioufly  betrayed.     Pilate  fliall 
remember  \  This  is  he  whom  I  fentcnced  to  be  hanged  on  the  tree, 
though  I  was  convinced  of  his  irinocency.     Then  the  Jhldiers  fliall 
rcnriember  j  This  is  that  face  we  fpit  upon,  that  head  we  crowned 
with  thorns :  Lo,  this  is  he  whofe  fide  we  pierced,  whofe  hands 
and  feet  we  once  nailed  to  the  crofs*     But  this  remembrance  will 
be  their  torment,  not  their  benefit.     It  is  not  thei'efore  a  bare  hif- 

•  Memory  is  a  power  of  rcncwinj;  and  rccollefling  thofc  ideas,  which  formerly 
wert  imprclTfd,  hut  aftcrwardi*  vanilhcd  ;  it  is  culled  by  one  name,  Rc^icmbnincc 
KetktTmam  Synt.  JPn^.  /.  4.  f.  6.  /.  [mihi]  536. 
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torical,  fpcculative,  but  a  gracious,  afitftionate,  impreffivc  remem'* 
branceof  Chrift>  that  is  here  intended :  and  fuch  a  remembrance 
of  Chrift  fuppofes  and  includes^ 

1.  The  faving  knowledge  of  him.  We  cannot  be  faid  to  re- 
member what  we  never  knew;  nor  to  remember,  favingly^  what 
we  never  knew  favingly.  There  have  been  many  previous,  fweet, 
and  gracious  tranfadtions,  dealings,  and  intimacies  betwixt  Chrift 
and  his  people,  from  the  time  of  their  firft  happy  acquaintance 
with  him  :  much  of  that  fweetncfs  they  have  had  m  former  confi* 
derations  of  him,  and  hours  of  communion  with  him,  is  loft  and 
gone;  for  nothing  is  more  volatile,  hazardous,  and  inconftant^ 
than  our  fpiritual  comforts :  but  now  at  the  Lord's  table,  there  our 
old  acquaintance  is  renewed,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  good- 
ncfi  and  love  refreflied  and  revived :  "  We  'will  remember  thy 
««  love  more  than  wine ;  the  upright  love  thee,"  Cant.  i.  4. 

2.  Such  a  remembrance  of  Chiift  includes  faith  in  it.  With- 
out dlfceming  Chrift  at  a  facrament,  there  is  no  remembrance  of 
him;  and,  without  faith,  no  difcerning  Chrift  there.  But  when 
the  precious  eye  of  faith  hath  fpied  Chrift,  under  that  vail,  it  pre- 
fcntly  calls  up  the  affections,  fajring,  «  Come  fee  the  Lord."  Thefc 
are  the  wounds  he  received  from  me.  This  is  he  that  loved  me, 
and  gave  himfelf  for  me.     This  is  his  flefh,  and  that  his  blood  ; 

Jic  oculus^fic  Hie  manusy  &c.  fo  his  arms  were  ftretched  out  upon  the 
crofs  to  embrace  me ;  fo  his  blefTed  head  hung  down  to  kiis  me. 
Awake  my  love,  roufe  up  my  hope.  Same  out  my  defires ;  Come 
forth,  O  all  ye  powers  and  affeCVions  of  my  foul ;  come,  fee  the 
Lord.  No  fooner  doth  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  call  to  the  believer  but 
faith  hears;  and  difcerning  the  voice,  turns  about,  like  Mary^ 
laying,  Rabboni,  my  Lord,  my  Matter. 

3.  This  remembrance  of  Chrift  includes  iuitable  imprellions 
made  upon  the  affe^ons,  by  fuch  a  fight  and  remembrance  of 
him :  and  therein  lies  the  nature  of  that  precious  thing  which 
we  call  communion  with  God.  Various  reprefentations  of  Chrift 
are  made  at  his  table.'  Sometimes  the  foul  there  calls  to  mind  the 
infinite  wi/dom^  that  fo  contrived  and  laid  the  glorious  and  myfte- 
rious  defign  and  projeA  of  redemption  :  the  effeA  of  this  is  wonder 
apd  admiration*  O  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  !  Eph.  iii.  lo. 
O  the  depths,  the  heighths,  the  length,  the  breadth  of  this  wif- 
dom !  I  can  as  eafily  fpan  the  heavens,  as  take  the  juft  dimenfions 
of  it.  Sometimes  a  repreientation  of^tht/everity  of  God  is  made 
to  the  foul  at  that  ordinance.  ,0  how  inflexible  and  fevere  is 
the  juflice  of  God !  What,  no  abatement  !  no  fparing  mercy  > 
DO,  Aot  to  his  own  Son  ?  This  begets  a  double  impre^ion  on  tl^c 
heart. 
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(i.)  Juft  and  deep  indignations  againft  fin*.  Ah  curfed  fin  !  It 
was  thou  ufcdft  my  dear  Lord  fo  \^  for  thy  fake  he  imdertvent  all 
this.  If  thy  vilenefs  had  not  beenfo  greats  his  fufierings  had  not 
t)een  fo  many.  Curfed  (in  !  thou  wail  the  knife  that  flabbed  him: 
thou  the  fword  that  pierced  himt  Ah,  what  revenge  it  works  \  I 
remembered  that  it  is  ftoried  of  one  of  the '  kings  of  France,  that 
hearing  the  bifhop  (as  I  remember  it  was  Remegius)  read  the  hif* 
tory  of  ChrifVs  trial  and  execution,  and  hearing  how  barbaroufly 
they  had  ufed  him,,  he  was  moved,  with  fo  tragical  and  pathetical 
a  hiftory,  to  great  indignation  againft  Pilate,  the  Jews,  and  the^ 
fude  and  bloody  fokiiers,  and  (;^uld  not  contain  himfelf,  but  cried 
cut,  as  the  biihop  was  reading,  «  O  that  I  had  been  there  with 
^  my  Frenchmen,  I  would  have  cut  all  their  throats  who  fo  bar— 
«f  baroufly  ufed  my  Saviour." 

To  allude  to  this  :  when  the  believer  confiders  and  remembers, 
that  iin  put  Chrill  to  all  that  ihame  and  ignominy,  ahd  that  he 
was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions,  he  is  filled  with  hatred  of  fib, 
and  cries  out,  O  fib,  I  will  revenge  the  blood  of  Chrift  upon  thee! 
thou  ihah  never  live  a  quiet  hour  in  my  heart.    And, 

(2.)  It  produces  an  humble  adoration  of  the  goodnefs  and 
mercy  o^  God,  to  exadt  iatisfaclion  for  our  fins,  by  fuch  bloody 
ibripes,  from  our  furety.  Lord,  if  tills  wrath  had  feized  oh  me, 
as  it  did  on  Chrift,  what  had  been  my  condition  then !  If  thife 
things,  were  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  had  been  the  cafe  of  the  dry 
tree  r 

Sometimes  reprefentationsf ,  (and  not  common  ones),  are  made 
of  the  love  of  Chrift,  who  alfumed  a  body  and  foul,  on  purpole 
to  bear  the  wrath  of  God  for  our  fins.  ^  And  when  that  furpaffing 
love  breaks  out  in  its  glory  upon  the  foul,  how  is  the  foul  tranf- 
ported  and  raviihed  with  it !  crying  out,  "what  manner  of  love  is 
this  !  here  is  a  love  large  enot^h  to  go  round  the  heavens,  and 
the  heaven  of  heavens !  Who  ever  loved  after  this  rate,  to  lay 
down  his  hfe  for  enemies  I  O  love  iuutterable  and  inconceivable  ! 
How  glorious  is  my  love  in  liis  red  garments  !  Sometimes  the  fi*uits 
of  his  death  are  there  glorioufiy  difplayed ;  even  his  fatisfa£tion 
for  fin,  and  the  purchafe  his  blood  made  of  the  eternal  inheri- 
tance :  And  this  begets  thankfiilnefs  and  confidence  in  the  foul. 
Chrift  is  dead,  and  his^death  hath  fatisfied  for  my  fin.  Chrift  b 
dead,  therefore  my  foul  fhall  never  die.  Who  Ihall  feparate  mc 
from  the  love  of  God  ?  Thcfe  are  the  fruits,  and  this  is  the  nature 
of  that  remembrance  of  Chrift  here  fpokeft  of. 

i . . 

*  OreAt  is  (fte  bittcrnds  of  ^^  which  caufed  fo  much  bitternefs  of  fnfietiiif. 

t  When  yov  look  to  the  Lord,  do  you  think  yourfelf  converfant  among  mortals, 
and  not  rather  tranfportcd,  as  it  were,  inftaatly  into  heaven.     Cbr^tfi,  i«m,  L  3. 
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Secondly t  What  aptitude  or  condeceacy  b  there  in  this  ordinance, 
to  bring  Chrift  fo  to  remembrance  i 

Much  every  way  * ;  for  it  is  a  fign,  by  him  appointlbd  to  that 
end,  and  hath  (as  divines  well  obferve)  a  threefold  ule  and  confi'* 
deration,  viz.  as  it  is  memorativeifigmjlcativei  and  in/fruffive, 

1.  As  it  is  memorathe,  and  U>  it  hath  the  nature  and  ufe  of  a 
pledge  or  token  of  love,  left  by  a  dying  to  a  dear  furviving  friend* 
And  fo  the  facrament,  as  was  faid  before,  is  like  a  ring  pluckt  off 
fromChrift^s  finger,  or  a  bracelet  from  his  arm;  or  rather  hit 
pifbire  from  his  hreaft,  delivered  to  us  with  fuch  words  as  thefe  i 
«  As' oft  as  you  look  on  this,  renvember  me  :  let  this  help  to  keep 
«<  me  alive  in  your  remembrance  when  I  am  gone,  and  out  of 
*<  your  fight/*    It  induces  to  it  alfo, 

2.  As  it  is  zjignificative  fign,  moft  aptly  fignifying  both  his  bit- 
ter fofierings  for  us,  and  our  firiA  and  intimate  union  with  him  % 
both  which  have  an  excellent  ufefulnefs  to  move  the  heart,  and  its 
deepeft  afieftions,  at  the  remembrance  of  it.  The  breaking  of  the 
bread,  and  fhedding  forth  the  wine,  fignify  the  former ;  our  eating, 
drinking,  and  incorporating  them,  is  a  lively  fignification  of  the 
other. 

3.  Moreover,  this  ordinance  hath  an  excellent  yfo  and  advan- 
tage for  this  affectionate  remembrance  of  Chrift,  as  it  is  an  in^ 

JlruSHve  fign.  And  it  many  ways  inftru6b  us,  and  enlightens  our 
mind,  particularly  in  thefe  truths,  which  are  very  affe£wg  things. 

I.  That  Chrift  is  the  bread  on  which  our  fouls  live,  proper  meat 
and  drink  for  believers,  the  moft  excellent  New-Teftament  food. 
It  is  faid,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  25.  <<  Man  did  eat  angels  food  :*'  he  means 
the  manna  thiat  fell  from  heaven,  which  was  fo  excellent,  that  if 
angels,  who  are  the  nobleft  creatures,  did  live  upon  material  food, 
they  would  chufe  this  above  all  to  feed  on.  And  yet  this  was  but 
a  ^rpe  and  weak  fiiadow  of  Chrift,  on  whom  believers  feed. 
Chrift  makes  a  royal  feaft  of  his  own  flefli  and  blood,  Ifa.  zxv.  $• 
all  our  delicates  are  in  him. 

ft.  It  inftruAs  us  that  the  New  Teftament  is  now  in  its  foil  force, 
and  no  fobftantial  alteration  can  be  made  in  it,  fince  the  teftator 
is  dead,  and  by  his  death  hath  ratified  it.  So  that  all  the  excellent 
promifes  and  blefiings  of  it  are  now  folly  confirmed  to  the  be- 
lieving foul,  Heb.  ix.  16,  17.  All  thefe,  and  many  more  choice 
truths,  are  we  inflruded  in  by  this  fign:  And  all  thefe  ways  it 
remembers  us  of  Chrift,  and  helps  powerfully  to  raife,  warm,  and 
eSedi  our  hearts  with  that  remembrance  of  him. 

Vol.  I.  L  1 

*  As  oft  as  this  fupper  is  celebrated,  fo  o£^  Clirift,  at  it  were,  is  beheld  dying  on 
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Thirilf^  The  kft  enquiry  is,  How  Chrift  hath,  hereby,  left 
fuch  a  fpecial  mark  of  his  care  for,  and  love  to  his  people.  And 
that  wiU  evidently  aj>pear,  if  you  coniider  thefe  £ve  particulars. 

I.  This  is  a  fpecial  mark  of  the  care  and  bve  of  Chrift,  in  as 
much  as  hereby  he  hath  made  abundant  provision  for  the  confir- 
mation and  eilabliihment  of  the  faith  of  his  people,  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  For  this  l>eing  an  evident  proof  that  the  New  Tcfta- 
ment  is  in  its  full  force,  (Matth.  xxvi.  28.  <<  This  is  the  cup  of 
•<  the  New  Teftament  ip  my  blood")  it  tends  as  much  to  our  fa- 
tti«iad)ion,  as  the  legal  executicm  of  a  deed,  by  which  we  hold  and 
^ei^ioy  our  eftate.  So  that  when  he  faith,  Take^  eat,  it  is  as  much 
as  if  God  fhould  ftand  before  you  at  the  table  with  Chrift,  and  all 
the  promifes  in  his  hand  5  and  fay,  IMiver  this  to  thee  as  my  deed. 
What  think  you,  dpth  this  promote  and  confirm  the  faith  of  a  be- 
liever ?  if  it  doth  not,  what  doth  ? 

2«  Tht$  is  a  Ipecial  mark  of  Chrift's  care  and  love,  In  as  much 
^by  tliis  hei&ath  made  like  abundant  provlfion  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  joy  and  comfort  of  his  people.  Believers  are  at  this 
ordinance,  as  Mary  was  at  the  fepulchre,  with  fear  and  great  joy, 
Matth  xxviii.  8.  Come,  reader,  fpeak  thy  heart,  if  thou  be  one 
that  heartilyioveft  Jefus  Chrift,  and  haft  gone  many  days,  poflibly 
years,  mourning  and  lamenting  becaufe  of  the  inevidencc  and  dou- 
^linefs  of  thine  intereft  in  him ;  who  haft  fought  him  forrowing, 
ill  this  ordinance,  and  in  that,  in  one  fluty,  and  another :  if  at 
laft  Chrift  ihould  take  off  that  mafk,  that  cruel  covering  (as  t)ne 
calls  it)  from  his  iace,  and  beJknown  of  thee  in  breaking  of  bread : 
fuppofelie  fliould,  by  his  Spirit,  whifper  thus  in  thine  ear  as  thou 
iitteft  at  his  table,  Doft  thtm  indeed  foprize,  efteem,  nftd  value  nte? 
Will  mthing  but  Chrift  and  bis  hve  content  and  fatisfy  thee?  then^ 
'as  Jkveetj  lovely^  and  (jefirable  as  I  am,  knmv  that  I  am  jthine  5 
take  thine  otan  Chrift  into  the  arms  of  thy  faith  this  day:  Would 
not  this,  create  in  thy  foul,  a  joy  tranfcendant  to  all  the  joys  and 
.pleafures  in  this  world?  Whatthinkeft  thouof  it  ? 

3.  Here  is  a  fignal  mark  of  Cbrift's  care  and  love,  in  as  much 
as  this  is  one  of  the  higheft,  and  beft  helps  for  the  mortification 
of  the  corruption  of  his  people.  Nothing  tenuis  more  to  the  kil- 
ling of  fin,  tlian  this  doth.  Chrift*s  blood,  as  it  is  food  to  faith, 
lb  it  is  poifon  to  our  lufts.  O  what  -a  pill  is  wrapt  up  in  that 
bread  1  what  an  excellent  potion  is  in  that  cup  to  purge  the  foul  ? 
One  caUs  that  table,  an  altar,  on  whkh  our  comiptionis  are  facri- 
£ced  and  flain  before  the  Lord.  For  how  can  they  that  there  fee 
what  Chrift  fufFered  for  fin,  liyc  any  longer  therein  ? 

4'.  Moreover  his  care  and  bve  appear  in  .providing  an  ordiiuiiice 
fo  excellently  adapted,  to  excite  and  blow  up  his  pe<q>le's  love  in- 
to a  lively  flame*    When  Jofeph  made  him^  known  to  his  hr&- 
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thren,  «  I  am  Jofeph  your  brother,  whom  ye  fold,  be  not  grieT«>' 
««  ed  i"  G !  wliat  fhowcrs  of  tears  and  dear  affeftiops  were  there  ? 
how  did  they  fall  upon  each  otliers  necks !  fo  that  the  Egyptians 
wondered  at  the  matter.  How  doth  the  foul  (if  I  may  fo  ipeak) 
paffionately  love  Jefus  Chriil  at  liich  a*  tints  ?  O  what  a  Chrift  is 
my  Ch|-ift  Y  «  The  faireft  among  ten  thouftnd/'  What  hath  htf 
done,  what  hath  he  fuSered  for  me  I  what  great  things  hath  ni^ 
Jcfus  given,  and  what  great  things  hath  he  fwgiven  me  !  A  worldy 
a  thoufand  workU  cannot  fliew  fuch  another.  Here  the  foul  is 
melted  down  by  love  at  his  feet  j  it  is  pained  with  love, 

5.  To  conclude ;  'Chrift*s  care  and  love  are  fartlier  manifefted 
to  his  people,  in  this  ordinance^  as  it  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  bonds 
of  union  betwixt  them  that  can  be:  i  Cor.  x.  17.  «  We  being 
•«  many,  are  one  bread,  and  one  body ;  for  we  are  all  partakers  rf 
«  that  one  bread."  And  though,  through  our  corruptions,  Hi 
fells  out,  that  what  was  intended  for  a  hnd  of  union  proves  a  bone 
of  contention^ytty  in  as  much  as  by  this  it  appears  how  dearly  Chrift 
loved  them ;  for  as  much  alfo  as  here  they  are  fealed  up  to  thd 
feme  Inheritance,  their  dividing  corruptions  here  flain,  their  love 
to  Chrift,  and  confequently  to  each  other,  here  improved ;  it  b 
certainly  one  of  the  ftrongeft  ties  in  the  world,  to  wrap  up  gracious 
hearts  m  a  bundle  of  love. 

And  thus  I  have  difpatched  the  do£fa-inal  part  of  this  point.  The 
improvement  of  it  is  in  the  following  inferences. 

Inference  I.  Did  Chrift  leave  this  ordinance  with  his  church  to 
prcferve  his  remembrance  among  Ws  people  :  Then  furefy  Chrift 
forefanvj  that^  notnvithftanding  what  he  is^  hath  doncy  fufferedy  and 
promifid  yet  to  do  fir  his  peoplcy  they  will  for  all  this  be  fill  apt  tofir-^ 
get  him* 

A  man  would  think  that  fuch  a  Chrift  ihould  never  be  one 
whole  hour  together  out  of  his  people's  thoughts  and  affeflions  : 
that  wherever  they  go,  they  ftiould  carry  him  up  and  down  with 
them,  in  their  thoughts,  dcfires,  and  delights :  that  they  fhould 
let  their  thoughts  work  towards  Chrift  as  the  longing  thoughts  of 
ier  that  is  with  child  do  work  after  that  flie  longs  for :  that  they 
Ihoukl  lie  down  with  Chrift  in  their  thoughts  at  night,  and  wheit 
they  awake  be  ftlll  with  him  :  that  their  very  dreams  in  the  night 
fhould  be  fweet  vifions  of  Chrift,  and  all  theilr  words  favoiu*  of 
Chrift. 

But  O  the  bafcncfs  of  thefe  hearts !  H«re  we  live  and  converfe  iii 
a  world  of  fenfible  obje<^,  which,  like  a  company  of  thieves,  ro5 
vs  of  our  Chrift,  and  lay  the  dead  child  in  his  room.  Wo  is  me, 
that  it  ihould.be  fo  with  me,  who  am  fo  obliged  to  love  him  ( 
Though  he  be  in  the  higheft  glory  in  heaven,  he  doth  not  forget 
v&\  \k  hath  grava  us  upoB  the  pabns  df  his  hands  \  vft  are  con* 
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tihually  before  him. '  He  thinks  on  us,  when  we  forget  hixn^  The 
whole  honour  and  glory  paid  him  in  heaven  by.  the  angels,  canpot 
divert  hb  thoughts  pne  mcHnent  from  us ;  but  every  trifle  that 
meets  us  in  the  way,  is  enough  to  divert  our  thoughts  from  him. 
Why  do  we  not  abhor  and  Icnthc  ourlelves  for  this  ?  What  I  Is  it 
a  pain,  a  burden,  to  carry  Chr^  in  our  thoughts  about  the  world  ? 
As  much  a  burden,  if  thy  heart  be  fpiritual,  as  a  bird  is  burdened 
by  carrying  his  own  wings. 

Will  fuch  thoughts  intrude  unfeifbnably,  and  thruft  greater 
things  than  Chrift  out  of  our  minds  ?  For  ihame,'  Chriftian,  for 
ihame,  let  not  thy  heart  play  the  wanton,  and  ^ad  from  Chrift  af- 
ter every  vanity.  In  heaven  nothing  elfe  takes  ujp  the  thoughts  of 
faints  to  etertuty  s  and  yet  there  is  no  tiring,  no  fatiety,  O  kam 
to  live  nearer  that  heavenly  life.  Never  leave  {»aying  and  ftriving, 
till  thou  canft  fay  as  it  is,  Pfal.  b(iu.  5*  «  My  fotd  iball  be  fatisf^ed 
<'  as  with  marrow  and  fsitnefs,  and  my  mouth  (hall  praifo  thee 
<<  with  joyfol  lips  \  whilft  I  remember  thee  on  my  bed,  4nd  medio 
«*  tate  on  thee  in  the  night-watches," 

Infn  2%  Hence  alfo  we  infer,  thzt  facramenufiafom  <wv  hearUi 
melting  feafotu;  becaufe  therein  the  moft  afFeAing  and  heart-melting 
recognitions  and  reprefentations  of  Chrift  are  made.  As  the^iji^ 
offers  him  to  the  eaty  in  the  moft  (weet,  affecting  founds  of  grace  \ 
fo  ikit  Ja^^vunt  tp  the  ^jv,  in  the  moft  pleaiing  yifions  that  are.  on 
this  fide  heaven,    . 

There,  hearts  that  will  not  yield  a  tear  under  other  ordinances, 
can  pour  out  floods:  Zech.  xii.  10.  <<  They  ihall  look  upoi\  me 
«  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn,"  Yet  I  dare  not  aflfirm, 
that  every  one  whofe  heart  is  broken  by  the  believing  fight  of 
Chrift  there,  can  evidence  that  it  is  fo  by  a  dropping  eye*  No, 
we  may  fay  of  tears,  as  it  is  faid  of  love.  Cant,  viii,  7.  If  ibme 
Chriftians  would  give  all  the  treafures  of  their  hodfes  f(nr  them^ 
they  cannot  be  purchafed ;  yet  they  arc  truly  humbled  for  fin,  and 
ierioufly  afie^ed  with  the  grace  of  Chrift.  For  the  fiipport  of 
fuch,  I  would  diftinguifh,  and  have  them  to  do  fo  alfo,  betwixt 
what  is  effiniial  to  fpiritual  forrow,  and  what  is  (ontingenU  Deep 
difpleafure  with  thyfelf  for  fin,  hearty  refolutions  and  dcfires  o£ 
the  complete  mortification  of  it,  this  is  eflential  to  all  fpiritual 
forrow  \  but  tears  are  accidental,  and  in  fome  conftitutioos  rarely 
fojond.  If  thou  haft  the  former,  trouble  not  thyfelf  for  w^nt  o£ 
the  latter,  though  it  is  a  mercy  when  they  kindly  and  undiilem- 
bledly  flow  from  a  heart  truly  broken. 

And  furely,  to  fee  who  it  is  that  thy  fins  have  pierced,  hew 
great,  how  glorious,  how  wonderful  a  Perfon  that  was,  that  was 
to  humbled,  abafed,  and  brought  to  the  duft,  for  fiich  a  wretched 
Ihipg  as  thou  art^  cannot  bu(  tenderly  affect  th^  confidcring  foul 
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If  k  was  f(n- a  lamentation  in  the  capdyity^  <<  that  princes  w«re  h^ 
<<  ed  up  by  the  hands^  and  the  faces  of  the  elders  not  reverenced,'' 
Lam*  V.  I  a*  And  if  at  the  death  of  Abner,  David  could  lament^ 
and  iay»  «<  a  prinoey  and  a  great  'man  is  fallen  in  Ifirad  this  day/' 
2  Sam.  iii.  38.  If  he  could  pathetically  lament  the  death  of  Saul 
and  Jonathw,  faying,  «  Daughters  of  Ifrael,  weep  over  Saul,  who 
<'  clothed  you  in  fcarlet ;  the  beauty  of  Israel  is  llain  upon  the 
"  high  places  I"  Ah!  how  much  more  ihould  it  affe&  us,  to  fee 
the  beauty  of  heaven  £illen,  the  Prince  of  life  hang  dead  upon  a 
tree  !  O  let  the  place  where  you  ailemble  to  fee  this  fight  of  your 
crucified  Jefus,  be  a  Bochim,  a  place  of  lamentation. 

J^  3.  Mbrever  hence  it  is  evident,  fiat  the  believing  and  affee^ 
tionate  rememhranee  of  Chrifi^  is  of  fingukar  advantage  at  all  tvms  to 
the  people  of  God.  For  it  is  the  immediate  aid  of  one  of  the  greateft 
ordinances  that  ever  Chrift  appointed  to  the  church. 

To  have  frequent  recognitions  of  Chrift,  will  appear  to  be  fingu- 
larly  efiicacious  and  uielul  to  believers,  if  you  confider, 

I .  If  at  any  time  the  heart  be  dead  and  hard,  this  is  the  likelieft 
means  in  the  world  to  difiblve,  melt,  and  quicken  it.  Look  hither 
hard  heart;  hard  indeed  if  this  hammer  wiU  not  break  it.  Behold 
the  blood  of  Jeftis. 

2*  Art  thou  eafily  overcome  by  temptations  to  fin  ?  This  is  the 
moft  powerful  reflraint  in  the  world  from  fin:  Rom.  vi.  a. 
'<  How  fhall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer  therein  V* 
We  are  crucified  with  Chrift,  what  have  we  to  do  with  fin  ?  H^ 
fuch  a  thought  as  this,  when  thy  heart  is  yielding  to  temptation* 
How  can  I  do  this,  and  crucify  the  Son  of  God  afrefh  I  Hath  he 
not  fuffered  enough  ah^ady  on  earth;  fhall  I  yet  make  him  groan  as 
it  were  for  me  in  heaven !  Look,  as  David  poured  the  water  brought 
from  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  on  the  ground,  though  he  was  athirfly 
for  he  faid,  jt  is  the  blood  of  the  men ;  i.  e.  they  eminently  ha- 
zarded their  Uves  to  fetch  it ;  much  more  fhould  a  Chriftian  pour 
out  upon  the  ground,  yea,  defpife  and  trample  under  foot,  the 
greateft  profit  or  pleafure  of  fin ;  faying.  Nay,  I  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  I  will  on  no  terms  touch  it,  for  it  is  the  blood  of 
Chrift :  if  coft  blood,  infinite,  precious  blood  to  expiate  it.  If 
there  were  a  knife  in  your  houfe  that  had  been  thruft  to  the  heart 
of  your  father,  you  would  not  take  pleafure  to  fee  that  knife,  much 
lefs  %q  life  it. 

3.  Are  you  afraid  your  fins  are  not  pardoned,  but  ftiU  ftand 
npon  account  before  the  Lord  ?  What  more  relieving,  what  more 
fatisfying,  than  to  fee  the  cup  of  the  New  Teftament  in  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  which  is  "  fhed  for  many  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  ?. 
"  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ?  It  is 
w  Chrift  that  died/' 
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4*  Am  jm  ttsaggemi  at  yoor  fiificringSy  and  hsttd  thin^  ycm 
moA  endure  for  Chrift  in  dus  world  ?  Dodi  the  flefli  fhrmk  back 
irom  thefe  things,  and  cry,  ipare  dtyfalf  ?  What  is  there  m  die 
world  biore  Mkel^  to  fteel  and  fortify,  thy  fpirit  with  refbiution  and 
moorage,  than  fbch-'a  fight  as  tlfe  ?  Did  Chrift  face  the  wrath  of 
Ihen,  and  the  wrath  of  God  too  ?  Did  he  ftand  as  a  pillar  of  l^rafs, 
witlk  unbroken  patience,  and  fted£aft  reiEbintion,  under  fuch 
lirouhles  as  never  met  in  the  like  height  upon  any  mere  creature, 
fiUdeathbeat  the  laft  breath  out  of  his  noftrik?  And  Aiall  I  fhrink 
fer  a  trifle  ?  Ah,  he  did  not  ferve  me  fo!  I  will  arm  myfelf  wkh 
the  like  mind^  r  Pet.  il.  2. 

5.  b  thy  feith  ftaggered  at  the  promifes  ^  Canft  thou  not  reft 
tipon  a  promife  ?  Here  is  what  will  help  thee  againft  hope  to  bo* 
Bevc  in  hope,  giving  glory  to  God.  For  this  is  God's  feal  added  to 
his  covenant,  which  ratifies  and  binds  faft  all  that  God  hath  fpoken. 

6.  Doft  thou  idle  away  precious  time  vainly,  and  live  unuiefiilly 
to  Chrift  in  thy  generation  r  What  more  apt  both  ^0  convince  and 
cure  thee,  than  fuch  rememl»^nce  of  Chrift  as  this  ?  O  when 
thou  confidei^  thou  art  not  thine  own,  thy  time,  thy  talents  are 
not  thine  own,  butChrift's  \  when  thou  (halt  fee  thou  art  bought 
with  a  price  (a  great  price  indeed)  and  fo  art  ftrifUy  obliged  td 
glorify  God,  with  thy  foul  and  body,  which  are  his,  2  Cor. 
V.  14.  This  will  powerfully  awaken  a  dull,  flus^fh,  and  lazy 
imrit.  In  a  word,  what  grace  is  there  that  this  remembrance  of 
Clbrift  cannot  quicken  ?  What  fin  cannot  it  mortify  ?  What  duty 
cannot  it  animate  ?  O  it  is  of  fingular  ufe  in  all  cafes  to  the  people 
ef  God. 

htf,  4.  Laftly  we  infer ;  Though  atl  other  things  do^  yt  Chrjf 
neither  ioth^  nor  can  grow  fiale.  Here  is  an  ordinance  to  prefervc 
his  remembrance  freih  to  the  end  of  the'  world.  The  blood  of 
Chrift  doth  never  dry  up.  The  beauty  of  thislrofe  of  Sharon  is 
never  loft  or  withered.  He  is  the  fame  yeftcrday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever.  As  his  body  in  the  grave  faw  no  corruption,  fo  neither  can 
his  love,  or  any  of  his  excellencies.  When  the  faints  ftiall  have 
fed  their  eyes  upon  him  in  heaven,  thoufands  and  miHions  of 
years,  he  fhall  be  as  frcOi,  beautiful,  and  orient  as  at  the  begin- 
niiig.  Other  beauties  have  their  prime,  and  their  fading  tifne*, 
but  Chrift  abides  eternally.  Our  delight  in  creatures  is  often  moft 
at  firft  acquaintance ;  when  we  come  nearer  to  them,  and  fee  more 
of  them,  the  edge  cf  our  delight  is  abated :  but  the  longer  you 
know  Chrift,  and  the  nearer  you  come  to  him,  ftill  the  more  do 
you  fee  of  his  glory.  Every  farther  profpeft  of  Chrift  entcrtaiDS 
the  mind  with  a  frcfh  deKght^  He  is  as  it  were  a  new  Chrift  every 
day,  and  yet  the  fame  Chrift  ftill. 

Blejfed  he  God  for  Jefus  Chrift. 
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SERMON  XXH. 

The  diird  preparative  Aft  of  Chrift  for  his  own  Death. 

LvKis,  xxiL  4I1  42,  43,  44. 

^nJ  he  was  withdrantm  from  them  ab^ut  ajlon/s  c^,  aiii  ineiUd 
dowtiy  and  prayed  J  Jdyingy  Father^  If  thou  be  kvilling^  retnove  this 
eupfrom  me:  neverthelejs^  fiat  my  ivillj  but  thine  ie  dofte.  And 
there  e^eared  an  angel  unto  him  from  heaven^  Jlrem^tbemng  hivtm 
And  being  in  an  agony  he  prayed  more  eameftly:  and  his  fweai  Vktf 
as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood faHing  down  to  the  ground* 

THE  hour  is  now  ^xnoft  come,  even  that  hour  of  fgrrow^ 
which  Chrift  had  fo  often  fpoken  of.  Yet  a  littley"  a  very 
little  while'i  and  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  jQn* 
ners.  He  hath  2ffc£tionately  recocnmended  his  c^c}ren  to  his 
Father.  He  hath  fct  his  boufe  in  ^Mrder^  an4  ordained  a  jnpzy)ria|l 
of  his  death  to  be  left  with  his  people^  as  you  h^ve  heard.  There 
is  but  one  thii^  more  to  do,  and  then  the  tragedy  begins.  He 
recommended  us,  he  muft  aUb  recommend  himfelf  by  prayer  to 
the  Father  v  and  when  that  is  done,  he  is  re^y^  let  Juda»  «ith 
the  black  guard  come  when  they  will* 

This  laft  ad  of  Chrlft's  preparation  for  his  own  dea(h»  is  <on* 
tamed  in  this  fcripture;  wherein  we  have  an  accopnt^  ^.  Of  his 
prayer.  2.  Of  the  agoi^  attending  it.  3.  His  r^lieCin  (h^t  agpz^^ 
by  an  angel  thr»t  came  and  comforted  him. 

1.  The  prayer  of  Chrift;  in  a  praying  poifture  hewiU  be  found 
whentlie  enemgr  comes;  he  will  te  taken  upon  liis  jkaees ;  he  ws^ 
pleading  hard  with  God  in  prayer,  for  ftreagth  to  carry  hm 
through  this  heavy  triaJ,  when  they  cam^  to  take  him^  And  this 
prayer  was  a  very  remarkable  prayer,  both  for  the  filitflrinffs  of  it, 
he  witlidrew  about  a  ftou^'s  caft,  verfe  41.  from  his  dear^ft  inti- 
mates, no  ear  but  his  Father's  ihall  hear  what  he  had  now  to  fay: 
and  {or  the  yehemenry  and  importunity  of  it :  .thefe  were  thoic 
MiTiyw«,  Heb.  v.  7.  ftrong  cries  that  he  poured  out  to  God  in  the 
days  of  his  flefli.  And  for  the  humility  exprefled  in  it;  he  fell 
upon  the  ground)  he  rolled  liimfelf  as  it  were  in  the  duft,  at  \m 
Father's  feet.  And  in  divers  other  refpefls  it  was  a  very  rcmaric- 
ablc  prayer,  as  you  will  hear  anon. 

2.  This  fcripture  givcjs  you  alfo  axi  account  of 'the  agony  of 
Chr^,  as  well  as  of  h»  prayer,  and  that  a  moft  ^ange-^oe  :  Ateh 
as  in  all  relpefts  never  was  known  before  in  nature.  It  was  a  fweat 
as  it  had  hocn  blood,  which,  [as]  is  neither  an  hyperbole,  as  fomc 
woWd  make  it ;  nor  yet  a  fimilitude  of  blood,  as  others  fancy, 
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,  Imt  sir  real  bloody  fweat.  For  fo  £as]  is  (bmetimes  taken  for  the 
very  thing  itfelf,  as  John  i.  14.  And  as  a  •  worthy  divine  of  our 
own  well  notesj  that  if  the  Holy  Ghofl  had  only  intended  it  for 
a  fimilitude  or  refcmblance,  he  would  rather  have  expreffed  it,  m 
it  nvtre  drops  of  water ^  than  as  it  were  drops  of  bloody  for  fweat  more 
refembles  water  than  blood. 

3.  You  have  here  his  relief  in  this  his  agony,  and  that  by  an  angel 
diipatched  poft  from  heaven  to  comfort  him.  The  I.ord  of  angels 
now  needed  the  comfort  of  an  angeL  It.  was  time  to  have  a  littk 
refreihment  when  his  face  and  body  too  ftood  as  fuU  of  drops  of 
Uood, '  as  the  drops  of  dew  are  upon  the  grais.    Hence  we  note, 

DoA.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrlfl  v)as  pra/ing  to  his  Father  in 
an  extraordinary  agotty^  ^hert  they  came  to  apprehend  him  in  tht 
garden^ 

To  open  and  explain  this  lafl  a£t  of  preparation  on  Chriil*s  part 
for  our  ufe«  I  fliall  at  this  time  fpeak  of  thefe  particulars.  Firf^ 
The  place  where  be  prayed.  Secotidlyy  The  time  when  he  prayd. 
Thirdfy,  The  matter  of  bis  prayer.  And  Ja/lly,  The  manner  ho^ 
he  prayed. 

Fii^,  For  the  cirtumftance  of  place  j^,  where  was  this  lail  add  re- 
Y^  markable  prayer  poured  out  to  God  ?  It  was  in  the  garden :  St 
\y  Matthew  tells  ns  it  was  called  Gethfemane,  which  iignifies  (as  Pa- 
rens on  the  place  obferves)  "  the  Valley  of  fatnefi,  viz.  of  olivei, 
*«  which  grew  in  that  valley  or  garden  moft  plentifully."  This, 
garden  lay  very  near  to  the  city  of  Jerufalem.  Th^  city  had  twelve 
gates,  five  of  which  were  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  among  which  the 
moft  retnarkable  were  tht  fountain  gate,  fo  called  of  the  fountain 
Siloe.  Through  this  gate  Chrift  rode  into  the  city  in  triumph, 
when  he  came  from  Bethany.  The  other  was  the  Jbeip^gate,  fo 
called  from  the  multitude  of  iheep  driven  in  at  it  for  the  facrifice, 
for  it  flood  clofe  by  the  temple  j  and  dofe  by  thi^  gate  was  the 
garden  called  Gethfemane,  where  they  apprehended  Chrift,  and 
led  him  through  this  gate,  as  a  fhecp  to  die  flaughtcr.  Betwixt 
thb  garden  and  the  city,  ran  the  brook  Ccdron,  which  rofe  from 
'  a  hill  upon  the  Ibuth,  and  ran  upon  the  eaft  part  of  the  city,  bc- 
«  tween  Jerufalem  and  the  mount  of  olives  :  and  over  this  brook 
Chrift  pafied  into  the  garden,  John  xviii.  i.  To  which  the 
Pfalmift  alludes  in  Pfal.  ex.  7.  «  He  fhall  drink  of  the  brook  in 
<«  the  ways  therefore  he  fhall  lift  up  the  head.**  For  this  brook  run- 
^"  ■       I        ^      ■  ■  '   I     '  " 

*  Mr  Ambrofe,  Looking  to  Jefut. 

t  In  locum  Grthfimmnt,  Gr.  X^f^*i  reddutii  viUamf  velfradhnm  diamm  CtAfmaih 
HA*  XSnXiOi  ry^:i  fuod/cMt  vlUm  pmguium,  mempe  •Itarugt^  put  iumlrum  jfik  skrw 
prw$nitkanU     Par. 
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ning  throngh  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  that  fertile  foil|  together 
with  the  filth  of  the  ci^,  which  it  waflied  away,  gave  the  waters  a 
black  tinfture,  and  fo  fitly  refembled  thofe  grievous  fuflerings  of 
Chrift,  in  which  he  tafted  both  the  wrath  of  God  and  men* 

Now,  Chrift  went  not  into  this  garden  to  hide,  or  ihelter  him« 
felf  from  his  enemies.  No,  that  was  not  his  end ;  for  if  fo,  it  had 
been  the  moft  improper  place  he  could  have  chofen,  it  being  the 
accuftomed  place  wWe  he  was  wont  to  pray,  and  a  place  well 
known  to  Judas,  who  was  now  coming  to  feek  him,  as  you  may 
fee,  John  xviii.  2.  **  And  Judas,  which  betrayed  him,  knew  the 
"  place,  for  Jefus  oft  times  rqforted  thither  with  his  difciples.'* 
So  that  he  repairs  thither,  not  to  ihun,  but  to  meet  the  enemy  ; 
to  oflTer  himfelf  as  a  prey  to  the  wolves,  which  there  found  him, 
and  laid  hold  upon  him.  He  alfo  reforted  thither  for  in  hour  or 
two  of  privacy  before  they  came,  that  he  might  there  freely  pour 
out  his  foul  to  God.  So  much  for  the  drcumftances  of  place  where 
he  prayed,  '' 

Secondlyy  We  Ihall  confider  the  time  when  he  entered  into  this 
garden  to  pray* :  and  it  was  in  the  fhutting  in  of  the  -evening :  for 
it  was  after  the  4>aflbver  and  the  fupper  were  ended.  Then  (a* 
Matthew  hath  it,  chap.  xxvi.  36.)  Jefus  went  over  the  brook  into 
the  garden,  betwixt  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  in  the  evemng,  as 
it  is  conjectured ;  and  fo  he  had  betwixt  two  and  three  hours  time 
to  pour  out  his  foul  to  God.  For  it  was  about  midnight  that  Judas' 
and  the  foidiers  came  and  apprehended  him  there.  So  that  it  being 
immediately  before  his  apprehenfion,  it  {hews  us  in  what  frame 
and  pofture  Chrift  defired  to  be  found :  and  by  it  he  left  us  an  ex« 
•cellent  pattern,  what  we  ought  to  do,  when  imminent  dangers  are 
near  us,  even  at  the  door.  It  becomes  a  foldier  to  die  fighting, 
*'  and  a  minifter  to  die  preaching  f ,"  and  a  Chriftian  to  die  pray- 
ing. If  they  come,  they  will  find  Chrift  upon  his  knees,  wreft- 
ling  mightily  with  God  by  prayer.  He  never  fpent  one  moment 
of  the  time  of  his  life  idly  ^  but  t  hefe  were  the  laft  moments  he  had 
to  live  in  the  world,  and  here  you  may  fee  how  they  were  filled  up 
and  employed.  .-^ 

Tbird^j  Next  let  us  confider  the  matter  of  his  prayer,  or  the 
things  about  w^ich  he  poured  out  his  foul  to  God  in  the  garden, 
that  evening.  And  verfe  42.  informs  us  what  that  was :  he  pray- 
ed, faying,  "Father,  ifthou.be  willing,  remove  this  cup  from  me ; 
<«  neverthclefs,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done."    lliefc  words 

Vol.  I.  Mm 

•  At  that  tim«,  ▼12.  at  the  approach  of  the  evening,  after  the  celebration  of  the 
FsffoTer  and  Encharift,  having  given  thanks,  they  &ng  a  hymn.  /*tfr.  in  hewm. 
'f   Qp9rtet  tbt9hgum  cttei^HOntem  mcri. 
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are  involved  in  many  diilicnlties,  as  Chrift  himfelf  was  when  he 
uttered  them.     By  the  cu^^  underft-and  that  portion  of  forrows 
"then  to  be  diftributed  to  him  by  his  Father.     Great  afflictions  and 
bitter  trials  are  frequently  exprcfled*,  in  fci  ipturc,  under  the  me- 
taphor of  a  cup.     So,  tliat  dreadful  ftorm  of  wrath  upon  the 
wicked,  in  Pfal.  xi.  6.    "  Upon  the  wicked  he  fhall  rain  foarcs, 
•*  fire,  and  brimftone,  and  a  horrible  tempcft}  this  (hall  be  the  por- 
«<  tion  of  their  cup,"  i.  e.  the  punifhment  allotted  to  them  by 
God  for  their  wickedneis.     And  an  exceeding  great  mifery,  by  a 
brge  or  deep  cup.     So  Ezek.  xxiii.  32,  33.  "Thou  fhak  drjnk 
"  of  thy  lifters  cup  deep  and  large :  thou  Ihalt  be  laughed  to 
♦*  fcom,  and  had  in  derifion;  it  contaiueth  much.     Thou  (halt 
w  be  filled  with  drunkennefs  and  fbrrow,  with  the  cup  of  aftonifh- 
«  ment  and  defolation,  with  the  cup  of  thyfifter  Samaria."     And 
when  an  affliftion  is  compounded  of  many  bitter  ingredients,  fling- 
ing and  aggravating  confiderations  and  circumflances,  then  it  is 
faid  to  be  mixed.     <^  In  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and 
«*  the  innt  is  red,  (noting  a  bloody  trial)  it  is  full  of  mixture,  and 
««  he  pouretl:  out  the  fame,  but  the  dregs  thereof  all  the  wicked 
«  of  the  earth  fhall  wring  them  out,  and  drink  them  :"  i.  e.  they 
fhall  have*  the  worft  part  of  the  judgment  for  their  fhare.     Thus, 
affliAions  and  calamities  are  expreflcd  by  the  metaphor  of  a  cup ; 
great  calamities  by  a  deep  and  large  cup  5  affliftions  compounded 
of  many  aggravating  circumfrances,  by  a  mixed  cup.     And  from 
the  efFeft  it  hath  on  thofe  that  mufl  drink  it,  is  called  a  cup  of 
trembling,  Ifa.  Ivii.  17.  «  Thou  haft  drunken  at  the  hand  of  the 
"  I^rd,  the  cup  of  his  fury,  the  dregs  .of  the  cup  of  .trembling." 
Such  a  cup  now  was  Chrifl's  cup  ;  a  cup  of  wrath';    a  large  and 
deep  cup,  that  contained  more  wrath  than  ever  was  drunk  by  any 
creatiiFc,    even   the   wrath  of  an   infinite  God.     A  mixed  cup, 
Tnixcd  with   God's  wrath  and  man's  in  the  extremity.     And  all 
the  bitur  aggravating  circiunftances  that  ever  could  be  imagined; 
grcr.t  conftcrnation  and  amazement  •,  this  was  the  portion  of  his 
cup. 

By  the  p(ifflng  of  the  cup  from  him,  underftand  his  exemption 
from  faflering  that  dreadful  and  horrid  wrath  of  God,  which  he 
forcfaw  to  be  now  at  hand.  For  as  the  coming  of  the  fup  to  a 
man,  doth,  in  iorijnure-phrafci  note  his  bearing  and  fuffering  of 
evil,  as  you  lind  It,  Lam.  iv.  21.  "  Rejoice  and  be  glad,  Odaugh- 
«  ter  of  Edom,  tliat  dweikft  in  the  land  of  Uz ;  the  cup  alfb 
*<  fhall  pafs  ihroiigli  unto  thee  ;  thou  fhalt  be  drunken,  and  make 
"  thyfelf  naked  ;"  which  is  an  ironical  reproof  of  the  Idumeans, 
the  deadly  enemies  of  the  Jews,  who  wickedly  infulted  over  them» 
when  the  cup  was  at  their  mouths  :  as  if  the  Lord  had  faid,  yoii 
have  laughed  and  jeered  at  my  people,  when  my  hand  was  on 
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them }  you  rejoiced  to  fee  their  calamities :  well,  make  yourfelvcs 
merry  ftill  if  you  can,  the  cup  fliall  pafs  through  unto  thee  ;  thy 
turn  is  coming,  then  laugh  if  thou  canft.  So,  on  the  contrary, 
the  palling  away  of  the  cup,  notes  freedom  from,  or  our  efcaping 
of  thofc  miferies.  And  fo  Chrift's  meaning,  in  this  conditional 
requeft,  is.  Father,  if  it  be  thy  will,  cxcufc  mc  from  this  dread- 
ful wrath  }  my  foul  is  amazed  at  it.  Is  there  no  way  to  Ihun  it  ? 
Cannot  I  be  excufed  ?  Or  if  it  be  poflible,  fpaix  me.  This  is 
the  meaning  of  it.  But  then  here  is  the  difficuUy,  how  Chrift, 
who  knew  God  had  from-everlafting  deternuiied  he  fhould  drink 
it,  who  had  compacted  and  agreed  with  him  in  the  covenant  of 
redemption  fo  to  do,  who  came  (as  himfclf  acknowledges)  for  that 
end  into  the  world,  John  xviii.  37.  who  forefaw  this  hour  all 
abng,  and  profeffed  when  he  fpake  of  this  bloody  baptifm  with 
which  he  was  to  be  baptized,  that  he  was  "  ftraitened  till  it  was 
«  accompliihed,"  Luke  xii.  50.  How  (I  f.iy)  to  reconcile  all  this 
with  fuch  a  petition,  that  now  when  the  cup  was  delivered  to 
him,  it  might  pafs,  or  he  excufed  from  fuflering ;  this  is  the  knot> 
this  is  the  difficulty. 

What !  did  he  now  repent  of  his  engagement  ?  Was  all  he  faid 
before  but  a  flourifli,  before  he  iaw  the  enemy  ?  Doth  he  now 
begin  to  wifli  to  be  difengaged,  and  that  he  had  never  undertaken 
fuch  a  work  ?  Is  that  the  meaning  of  it  ?  No,  no,  Chrift  never 
repented  of  his  engagement  to  the  Father,  never  was  willing  to  let 
the  burden  lie  on  us,  ratlier  than  on  himfelf ;  there  was  not  fuch 
a  thought  in  his  holy  and  faitliful  heart  -,  but  the  refolution  of  this 
doubt  depends  upon  another  diftindion,  which  will  clear  his 
meaning  in  it. 

i^.  You  muft  diftinguilh  of  prayers.  Some  arc  abfolute  and 
peremptory ;  and  fo  to  have  prayed  that  the  cup  might  pafs, 
woxild  have  been  chargeable  with  fuch  abfurdities,  as  were  but 
now  mentioned  :  others  are  cctuiltionai  and  fubmiilive  prayers,  «*  If 
««  it  may  be,  if  the  Lord  plcafe."  And  fuch  was  this,  if  you  be 
willing ;  if  not,  I  will  drink  it.  But  you  will  fay,  Chrift  knew 
what  was  the  mind  of  God  in  that  cafe  5  he  knew  what  tranfac- 
tions  had  of  old  been  betwixt  his  Father  and  liim ;  and  therefore 
though  he  did  not  pray  abfolutely,  yet  it  is  ftrange  he  would  pray 
conditionally  it  might  pafs.     Therefore  in  the 

"Xd  Place,  you  muft  diftinguiih  of  the  natures  according  to  which 
Chrift  adled.  He  acled  fometimes  as  God,  and  fometimes  as  man. 
Here  he  afted  according  to  his  human  nature  ;  fimply  exprcfliiig 
and  manifefting  in  this  requeft  the  reludlancy  it  had  at  fuch  fufFcr- 
ings :  wherein  he  fhewed  himfclf  a  true  man,  in  Ihunning  that 
which  is  deftruftive  to  his  nature. 

As  Chrift  had  two  diftinft  natures,  fo  t^vo  diftincl  wills.     And 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ai6  The  Fountain  of  Life.  Serm.  XM. 

(as  one  well  oblcrves)  in  the  life  of  Chrift,  there  was  an  mtcrnrix- 
turc  of  power  and  weaknefs,  of  the  divine  glory,  and  human  frail** 
ty.  At  his  Wrth  a  ftar  ihone,  biit  he  was  laid  m  a  manger.  The 
Devil  tempted  him  in  the  wildemefs,  but  there  angels  miniftered 
to  him.  As  man  he  was  deceived  in  the  fig-tree,  but  as  God  he 
blafted  it.  He  was  caught  by  the  foldiers  in  the  garden,  but  firft 
made  them  fall  back.  So  here,'  as  man  he  feared  and  ihtinned 
death ;  but  as  God-man  he  willingly  fubmittcd  to  it. 

«  It  was  (as  *  Deodatus  well  exprcfles  it)  a  purely  natural  de- 
<«  ,fire,  mere  man,  by  which  for  a  fliort  moment  he  apprehended 
<rand  ihunned  death  and  torments  j  but  quickly  recalled  himfelf 
<«  to  obedience,  by  a  deliberate  will,  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  God. 
<«  And  befides  that,  this  defire  was  but  conditional,  under  the  urill 
<*  of  God,  accepted  by  Chrift ;  but  from  the  contemplation  of 
<<  which  he  was  a  wlule  diverted  by  the  extremity  of  horrors : 
**  therefore  there  was  no  fin  in  it,  but  only  a  fhort  conflifl  of  na- 
*«  ture,  prefently  overcome  by  reafon,  and  a  firm  will ;  or  a  finall 
*«  fufpenlion,  quickly  overcome  by  a  moft  ftrong  refolution.  Fi- 
*<  nally,  this  facred  deliberation  in.Jcfus  was  not  made  fimply,  or 
<*  inaninftant,  but  with  a  Ihort  timte,  and  with  a  counterpoifc, 
**  which  is  the  natural  property  of  the  foul  in  its  motions,  and  vo^ 
«  luntary  afWons.'* 

In  a  word,  as  there  was  nothing  of  fin  in  it,  it  being  a  pure  and 
iinlefs  afFe£tiQn  of  nature ;  fo  there  was  much  good  in  it,  and  that 
both  as  it  was  a  part  of  his  fatisfaftion  for  our  fin,  to  fiifter  in- 
wardly vfuch  fears,  tremblings,  and  conftemations :  and  as  it  was  a 
clear  evidence,  that  he  was  in  all  things  made  like  unto  his  brethren, 
except  fin.  And  laftly,  as  it  ferves  notably  to  exprefs  the  grievouf- 
nefs  and  extremity  of  Chrift's  fufFerings,  whofe  very  profpeft  and 
appearance,  at  fome  diftance,  was  fe  dreadful  to  him. 

If  the  learned  reader  defire  to  fee  what  is  further  faid  on  this 
point,  let  him  read  what  the  judicious  and  learned  Parker^  in  his 
excellent  book  de  defcenfti\y  hath  colleAed  upon  that  cafe. 

Fourthly^  Let  us  confider  the  manner  how  he  prayed,,  and 
that  was, 

I.  Solitarily^  He  doth  not  here  pray  in  the  audience  of  his 
difciples,  as  he  had  done  before,  but  went  at  a  diftance  firom  them. 
He  had  now  private  bufinefs  to  tranfaA  with  God.  He  left  fbmc 
of  them  at  the  entering  into  the  garden  j  and  for  Peter,  James, 
and  John,  that  went  farther  with  him  than  the  reft,  he  bids  them 
remain  there,  while  he  went  and  prayed  J.     He  did  not  ddire 

*  Deodati  AnnoU  in  Mat.  Zzvi.  39. 
f  Purher  de  defeenfm^  lib.  .^.  /.  I92,  &C. 

%  He  fecks  relief  tof  rief,  by  praytr,  in  which,  that  he  might  be  mpre  at  liber- 
ty, he  retire*  a  little. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Serm.  XXII.  The  Fountain  pf  Life.  yjf 

them  to  pray  ,with  him,  or  for  him ;  no,  he  mud  tread  the  wine* 
prefs  atone.  Nor  will  he  have  them  ¥nth  him,  pofBbly  left  it  ihould 
di(courage  them  to  fee  and  hear  how  he  groaned,  fweat,  trembled, 
and  cried,  as  one  in  an  agony,  to  his  Father. 

Reader,  there  are  times  and  cafes,  when  a  Chriftian  would  not 
be  willing,  that  thedeareft  and  moil  intimate  friend  he  hath  in  thr 
world,  fhould  be  privy  to  what  pafles  betwixt  him  and  his  God*    s' 

2*  It  was  an  hutuhlfi  prayer ;  that  is  evident  by  the  poftures  into 
which  he  caft  himlclf :  fometimes  kneeling,  and  fometimes  pK>f- 
trate  upon  his*  fac.<.  He  creeps  in  the  very  duft,  lower  he  cannot 
£ill ;  and  his  heart  was  as  low  as  his  body.  He  is  meek  and  low- 
ly indeed. 

3.  It  was  z  reiterated 'pnjtr  I  he  prays,  and  then  returns  to  the 
difciples,  as  a  man  in  extremity  turjis  every  way  for  comfort :  ib 
Chrift  prays,  «  Father,  let  this  cup  pafs,*'  but  in  that  the  Father 
hears  lum  not ;  though  as  to  fupport  he  was  heard.  Being  denied 
<ieliverance  by  his  Father,  he  goes  and  bomoans  himfeif  to  his 
peniive  firiends,  and  complains  bitterly  to  them,  <<  my  foul  is  ex- 
^*  ceeding  forrowful  even  unto  death."  He  would  cafe  himfeif  a' 
little,  by  opening  his  condition  to  them ;  but  alas,  they  rather  in- 
creafe  than  eafe  his  burden.  For  he  finds  them  aileep,  which  oc- 
cafioned  that  gentle  reprehenfion  from  him,  Mat«  xxvi,  40» 
**  What,  could  you  not  watch  with  me  one  hour  ?"  What,  not 
^iurtci  with  me  ?  Who  may  expeA  it  from  you  more  than  I  ?  Could 
you  not  watch  ^  I  am  going  to  dit  for  you,  and  cannot  you  watch 
i;nth  me  ?  What  1  cannot  you  ^^atch  with  me  one  hour  f  Alas ! 
mrhat  if  I  had  required  great  matters  from  you  ?  What  I  not  an 
bour^  and  that  the  parting  hour  too!  Chrift  finds  no  eafe  firom 
them,  and  back  again  he  goes  to  that  fad  place,  which  he  had 
fhuned  and  purpled  with  a  bloody  fweat,  and  prays  to  the  fame 
porpofe  again.  O  how  he  returns  upon  God  over  and  over,  as  if 
he  refolved  to  take  no  denial  I  But,  however,  confidering  it  muft 
be  fo,  he  fweetly  falls  in  with  his  Father's  will,  Thy  will  he  done. 

4.  And  laftly,  It  was  -  a  prayer  accompanied  with  a  ftrange  and 
wonderfiil  agony :  fo  faith  verfc  44.  "  and  being  in  an  agony,  he 
••  prayed  more  carneftly ;  and  his  fweat  was  as  It  were  great  drops 
<*  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground."  Now  he  was  red  indeed 
in  hii  apparel,  as  one  that  trod  the  wine-prefs.  <^  It  was  liot  a 
<^  fiiint  thin  dew,  but  a  dotted  fweat  *,  Q^f«/3o»  vA^tr^r  clodders  ot 
blood  falling  upon  the  ground.  It  is  difputed  whether  this  fweat 
was  natural  or  preternatural.  That  fome  in  extremity  have  fweat 
a  kind  of  bloody  thin  dew,  is  affirmed.     I  remember  f  Thuanus 

•  NwfmitfuibrSapUretictUyfederafuteigritmtfus, 

t  JhiK  fnidem  im^mo  m*rth  motM  adeo  eottcujfus  in  amimo  fuU^  ut  fangiiitwtm  fidtrtm 
ce9C9rp9reJkdit.  TttUaxLlib.  Zl. 
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g^ves  us  two  inibnces  that  come  neareft  to  this,  of  any  thk^  I 
ever  obferved  or  heard  of.  ^  The  one  was  a  captain,  who  by  a 
^  cowardly  and  unworthy  fear  of  death  was  fb  overwheUned  with 
<<  anguifh,  that  a  kind  of  bloody  dew  or  fweat  ftood  on  all  his  bo- 
^  dy.  *  The  other  is  of  a  young  man  condemned  for  a  fmall 
^  matter  to  die  by  Sixtus  V.  who  poured  out  tears  ojF  blood  fironk 
<^  his  eyes,  and  fweat  Uood  from  iiis  whole  body/' 

Thefe  are  rare  and  i^nge  inftances,  and  the  truth  of  them  de- 
peads  upon  the  credit  of  the  relator;  but  certainly  for  Chrift,  whofe 
body  had  the  moft  excellent  crafis  and  temperament,  to  fvreat 
clotted  blood,  or  globules  of  blood,  as  fome  render  it  \  and  that  in 
a  cold  night,  when  others  needed  a  fire  within  doors  to  keq>them 
warm,  John  xviii.  1 8.  I  fay,  for  him  to  fweat  fuch  ftreams  through 
kis  garments,  fadling  to  the  ground  on  which  he  lay,  muft  be  con* 
eluded  a  preternatural  thing.  And  indeed,  it  was  not  wonderful 
that  fuch  a  preternatural  fweat  fhould  ftream  from  all  parts  of  his 
body,  if  you  do  but  confider  what  an  extraordinary  load  prefied 
his  foul  at  that  time,  even  fuch  as  no  mere  man  felt,  or  was  able 
to  ftand  und^,  even  the  wrath  of  a  great  and  terrible  Ood,  in  the 
extremity  of  it.  «  Who  (faith  the  prophet  Nahum,  chap«  i.  6.) 
<<  can  ftand  before  his  indignation  ?  And  who  can,  abide  in  the 
<<  fierceneis  of  his  aAger  ?  His  fury  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and 
^  the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him." 

The  effe^b  of  this  wrath,  as  it  fell  at  this  time  upon  the  foul  of 
Chrifl  in  the  garden,  are  largely  and  very  emphatically  exprefled 
by  the  feveral  Evangelifb  who  wrote  this  tragedy.  Matthew  tells 
us,  his  jfoul  was  <<  exceeding  forrowfiil,  even  unto  death,"  Matth. 
xxvi-  38.  "The  wordffignifies  befet  with  grief  round  about." 
And  it  is  well  exprefled  hj  that  phrafe  of  the  pfalmift,  ^  The  for^ 
*<  rows  of  death  compafled  me  about,  the  pains  of  hell  got  hold 
^  upon  me."  Mark  varies  the  expreffion,  and  gives  it  us  in  ano- 
ther word  no  lefs  fignificant  and  full,  Mark  xiv.  33.  ^<  He  began 
*«  to  be  fore  amazed  and  very  heavy,"  J  «  Sore  amazed,  it  imports 
^<  fb  high  a  degree  of  confternation  and  amazement,  as  when  the 
"  hjur  of  the  head  flands  up  through  fear."  Luke  hath  another 
expreffion  for  it  in  the  text  \  he  was  ly  aywMt  in  an  agony.  An 
agony  is  the  labouring  and  fbriving  of  nature  in  extremity.  And 
John' gives  it  us  in  another  expreffion,  John  xii,  27.  "  Now  is  my 


•  Jtimenu  cB  tevem  ea/mtm^  a  Sixto  V.  ad  mortem  damHOhu^  pra  dolarit  1 
herymas  eruaUas  fudgffe^   etfat^uinemprofudoretM9€9rp9remittrrt^fix^,     Thuan. 

fib.  Sa 
^ahtr.    Beta. 
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w  foul  troubled."  The  origmal  word  is  a  vtcry  fall  word.  And  it 
b  conceived  the  Latins  derive  that  word  wfakh  fignifies  keil^  from 
this,  by  whieh  ChriiVs  troubles  are  here  expreiled*.  This  was  the 
load  which  opprefied  his  foul,  and  fo  ftraitned  it  with  fear  and  grief> 
that  his  eyes  could  not  vent  or  eafe  fui£ciently  by  tears ;  but  the 
innumerable  pores  of  his  body  are  fet  open,  to  give  vent  by  letdng 
out  ftreams  of  blood.  And  yet  all  tins  while,  no  hand  of  man  was 
upon  him.  This  was  but  a  prelude,  as  it  were,  to  the  confliA  that 
was  at  hand.  This  bloody  fweat  in  which  he  prayed,  was  but  as 
the  giving  or  fweating  of  the  ftones  before  a  great  rain.  Now  he 
ftood  as  it  were,  arraigned  at  God's  bar,  and  had  to  do  immediate- 
ly with  him.  And  you  know  <<  it  is  a  fearfal  thing  to  fall  into  the 
«  hands  of  the  living  God."  The  ufes  of  this  follow  in  this 
order. 

Inftrence  I.  Did  Chriftpour  out  his  foul  to  God  fo  ardently  in 
the  garden,  when  the  hour  of  his  trouble  was  at  hand  ?  Henee  we 
kifer,  That  prmyer  is  a  Jingular  preparative  for,  and  relief  under^  the 
gnatefl  troubles* 

It  is  fweet,  when  troubles  find  us  in  the  way  of  our  duty.  *  The 
beft  pofture  we  can  wreftle  with  affli^ons  in,  is  to  engage  them 
upon  our  knees.  The  naturalifl  tells  us,  if  a  lion  find  a  man 
profixate,  be  will  do  him  no  harm.  Chrift  haftened  to  the  garden 
to  pray,  when  Judas  and  the  foldiers  were  haftening  thither  to 
apprehend  him.  O  f  when  we  are  nigh  to  danger,  it  is  good  fijr 
us  to  draw  nigh  to  our  God.  Then  (hould  we  be  urging  that 
feafonable  requeft  to  God,  Plal.  xxii.  1 1.  «  Be  not  far  firom  me> 
«  for  trouble  is  near ;  for  there  is  none  to  help.*'  Wo  be  tohim» 
whom  death  or  trouble  finds  afar  oflT  from  God.  And  as  prayer 
is  the  beft  preparative  for  troubles,  fo  the  choiceft  relief  under 
them.  Griefe  are  eafed  by  groans.  The  heart  is  cooled  and  dif. 
burdened  by  ffnritual  evaporations.  You  know  it  is  fome  relief  if 
a  man  can  pour  out  his  complaint  into  the  bofom  of  a  faithful 
friend,  though  he  can  but  pity  him :  how  much  more  to  pour  out 
our  complaints  into  the  bofom  of  a  faithfal  God,  who  can  both 
pity  and  help  us  !  .Luther  was  wont  to  call  prayers  the  leeches  of 
his  cares  and  forrows  ^  they  fuck  out  the  bad  blood.  It  is  the  title 
of  Pfal.  di.  A  prayer  for  the  affiiEted^  when  he  is  overnvheltned^  and  [ 
pcureth  out  his  complaint  before  the  Lord.  It  b  no  finall  eafc  to  open 
our  hearts  to  God.  When  we  arc  as  full  of  grief,  as  Elihu  was  of 
matter,  let  us  fay  as  he  did.  Job  xxxii.  19.  «<  Behold,  Lordj  my 
«  heart  is  as  wine  which  hatli  no  vent,  it  is  ready  to  burft  as  ne\r 
««  bottles.     I  will  fpeak  that  I  may  be  refircfhed." 


Tc7«^jrx7«i,  wit  Tdrkinuf  f$U  tnrd  •mmm. 
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To  go  to  God  when  thou  art  full  of  forxow,  when  thy  heart  id 
ready  to  burft  within  theej  as  it  was  with  Chrift  In  this  day  of  his 
trouble ;  and  fay^  Father^  thus  and  thus  the  cafe  ftands  with  thy 
poor  child  ^  and  fo  and  io  it  is  with  me ;  1  will  not  go  up  and 
down  complaining  from  one  creature  to  another,  it  is  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  do  fo  i  nor  yet  will  I  leave  my  complaint  upon  myfelf :  but 
1  will  tell  thee,  FathcFf  how  the  cafe  ftands  with  me ;  for  to  whom 
ihould  children  make  their  moan,  but  to  th^ir  Father  ?  Lord)  I 
am  oppreiTedy  undertake  for  me.  What  thinkeft  thou,  reader, 
of  tlm  ?  Is  it  relieving  to  a  fad  foulTTes,  yes;  if  thou  be  a 
Oiriftian  that  haft  had  any  experience  this  way,  thou  wilt  fay  there 
is  nothing  like  it ;  thou  wilt  blefs  God  for  appointing  fuch  an  or- 
dinance as  prayerj  and  fay,  Bleffed  be  God  for  prayer  i  I  know 
not  what  I  fliould  have  done,  nor  how  in  all  the  world  I  flxould 
iiave  waded  through  the  troubles  I  have  pafled,  if  it  ha^not  been 
for  the  help  of  prayen 

It^.  2.  Did  Chrift  withdraw  frcMn  the  difciples  to  feek  God  by 
prayer  ?  Thence  it  follows.  That  the  company  of  the  beft  men  is  nd 
always  feafonabU.    Peter,  James,  and  John,  were  three  excellent 
nacn,  and  yet  Chrift  faith  to  them,  Tarry  ye  here,  while  I  go  and 
pra^  yonder.     The  fodety  of  men  is  beautiful  in  it?  feafon,  and  no 
better  than  a  burden  out  of  feafon*     I  have  read  of  a  good  man, 
that  when  his  ftated  time  for  clofet-prayer  was  come,  he  would  faf 
to  the  company  that  were  with  him,  whatever  they  were.  Friends^ 
Imufi  beg  your  cxcufefor  c  while,  there  is  a  friend  waits  tafpeah  wltb 
tne.    The  company  of  a  good  man  is  good,  but  it  ceafes  to  be  fo, 
when  it  liinders  the  enjoyment  of  better  company.    One  hour 
with  God  is  to  be  preferred  to  a  thoufand  days  enjoyment  of  the 
beft  men  on  earth.    If  thy  deareft  friends  in  the  world  intrude  un- 
feaibnably  betwixt  thee  and  thy  God,  it  is  neither  rude  nor  un- 
mannerly to  bid  them  give  place  to  better  company  \  I  mean,  to 
wi^idraw  from  them,  as  Ciurift  did  from  the  difciples,  to  enjoy  an 
hour  with  God  alone.    In  public  and  private  duties  we  may  admit 
of  the  company  of  others  to  join  with  us ;  and  if  they  be  fuch  as 
fear  God,  the  more  the  better :  but  in  fecret  duties,  Chrift  and 
thou  muft  whifper  it  over  betwixt  yourfelves  j  and  then  the  comr 
pany  of  the  wife  of  thy  bofom,  or  thy  friend,  that  is  as  thine  own 
foul,  would  not  be  welcome.     "  When  thou  prayeft,  enter  into 
«  thy  clofet  J  and  when  thou  haft  (hut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Fa- 
"  ther  which  is  in  fecret,"  Mat.  vi.  6.     It  is  as  much  as  if  Chrift 
had  faidy  See  all  clear ;  be  fure  to  retire  in  as  great  privacy  as  may 
be  (  let  no  ear  but  God's  hear  what  thou  haft  to  fay  to  him.  This 
it  at  once  a  good  note  of  ftncerity,  and  a  great  help  to  Spiritual 
Uberty  and  freedom  with  God. 
\     Iff.  3.  Did  Chrift  go  tQ  God  tjiricc  upon  the  fame  account  ? 
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Thence  learn,  ^at  Chrijlians  fbould  mt  he  difcouraged^  thomgh  they 
have  fought  God  once  and  again^  and  no  anftver  of  peace  comes*  Chritt 
was  not  heard  the  iirft  time,  and  he  goes  a  fecond }  he  w»$  not 
anfvrered  the  fecond,  he  goes  the  third  and  laft  time,  yet  was  not 
anfwered  in  the  thing  he  dc&ed,  viz.  that  the  cup  might  pais 
from  him ;  and  yet  he  hath  no  hard  thoughts  of  God,  but  re- 
folves  his  will  into  his  Father's.  If  God  deny  you  in  the  things 
you  aik,  he  deals  no  otherwife  with  you  than  he  did  with  Chrift* 
"  O  my  God  (faith  he)  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou  hearcfk 
«  not ;  and  in  the  night,  and  am  not  filent.'*  Yet  he  juftifies 
God,  »  but  thou  art  holy,**  Pfal.  xxii.  a.  Chrift  was  not  heard 
in  the  thing  he  deiired,  and  yet  heard  in  that  he  feared,  Heb.  v.  7* 

The  cup  did  not  pais  as  he  defired,  but  God  upheld  him,  and 
enabled  him  to  drink  it.  He  was  heard  as  tofuffort^  he  was  not 
heard  as  to  exemption  from  fuffering :  his  wiU  was  exprefled  con^ 
ditionally ;  and  therefore  though  he  had  not  the  thing  he  fb  de- 
fired,  yet  his  will  was  not  croued  by  the  denial.  But  now,  when 
we  have  a  fuit  depending  before  the  throne  of  grace,  and  cry  to 
God  once  and  again,  and  no  anfwer  comes  (.  how  do  your  hands 
hang  down,  and  your  fpirits  wax  feeble ! 

Then  we  complain  with  the  church.  Lam.  iii.  8.  **  When  I  cry 
<«  and  ihout,  he  ihutteth  out -my  prayers  j  thou  covereft  thylOT* 
<<  with  a  cloud,  that  our  prayers  cannot  pafs  through.''  Then» 
with  Jonah  we  conclude  «  we  are  caft  out  of  his  fight.''  Alas  I 
we  judge  by  ienie  according  to  what  we  fee  and  feel;  and  cannot 
live  by  faith  on  God,  when  he  feems  to  hide  himielf,  put  us  off, 
and  refufe  our  requefts.  It  calls  for  an  Abraham's  £uth,  to 
<<  believe  againft  hope,  giving  glory  to  God."  If  we  crv,  and  no 
anlwer  comes  prefentiy,  our  carnal  reafon  draws  a  headlong  hafty 
coi^luiion.  Sure  I  muft  expeft  no  anfwer :  God  is  angry  with 
my  prayers :  The  feed  of  prayer  hath  lain  ib  long  under  the 
clods,  and  it  appears  not  \  furely  it  is  loft,  I  fhall  hear  no  more 
of  it. 

Our  prayers  may  be  heard,  though  their  anfwer  be  for  the 
prefent  fulpended.  As  David  acknowledged,  when  he  coolly  con- 
lidered  the  matter,  Pfal.  x^xi.  aa.  '<  I  faid  in  my  haile,  I  am  cut 
«  off  from  before  thine  eyes ;  neverthelefs  thou  heardefl  the  voice 
"  of  my  fupplication,  when  I  cried  unto  thee."  No,  no,  Chrifti« 
an ;  a  prayer  fent  up  in  faith,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  cannot 
be  lofl,  though  it  be  delayed.  We  may  fay  of  it  as  David  faid  of 
Saul's  (Word,  and  Jonathan's  bow,  that  they  never  returned  empty. 

Inf  4.  Was  Chrift  fo  eameft  in  prayer,  that  he  prayed  himfetf 
into  a  very  agony  ?  Let  the  people  of  God  Uujh  to  think  how  unlike 
their  fpirits  are  to  Chrj/lf  as  to  their  prayer^frames^ 

Vol.  I.  Nn 
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.  P  ^hat  livel^j  fenfible,  quick,  deep,  and  tender  s^prehenfions 
and  fenie  of  thofe  things  atx}at  which  he  prayed,  had  Chrift  \ 
Though  he  faw  his  very  blood  ftarting  out  &om  his  hands,  and 
his  clothes  died  in  it ;  yet  being  in  an  agony,  he  prayed  the  more 
eameftly.  I  do  not  fay  Chrift  is  imitable  in  tins  ;  no,  but  his 
jferyoui'  in  prayer  is  a  pattern  for  us,  and  ferves  feverely  to  rebuke 
the  lazinefs,  dukiefs,  torpor,  formality,  and  ftupidity,  that  are  in  our 
prayers.  How  often  do  we  bring  the  facrifice  of  the  dead  before 
the  XiOrd  !  how  often  do  our  lips  move,  and  our  hearts  ftand  fHlI ! 
O  how  unlike  Chrift  are  we  !  his  prayers  were  pleading  prayers, 
full  of  mighty  arguments  and  fervent  affections.  O  that  his  peo- 
ple were  in  this  more  like  him  I 

Itif.  5.  Was  Chrift  in  fuch  an  agony  before  any  hand  of  man 
was  upon  him,  merely  ftx)m  the  apprehenfions  of  the  wrath  of 
God,  with  which  he  now  contefted  ?  «  Then  furdy  it  is  a  drcad- 
<<  ful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  livmg  God  |  for  cur  God 
«<  is  a  confuming  fire." 

Ah,  what  is  divine  wrath,  that  Chrift  ftaggercd  when  the  cup 
came  to  him !     Could  not  he  bear,  and  doft  thou  think  to  bear  it? 
)i)id  Chrift  fweat  clots  of  blood  at  it,  and  doft  thou  make  lignt  of 
it  ?  Poor  wetch,  if  it  ftaggered  him,  it  will  confound  thee.    If  i^ 
made  him  groan,  it  will  make  thee  howl,  and  that  eternally. 
Come,  finner,  come  \  doft  thou  make  light  of  the  threatenings  of 
the  wrath  of  God  ag^nft  fin?  Doft  thou  think  there  is  nofudi 
matter  in  it,  as  thefe  zealous  preachers  make  of  it?  Come  look 
here  upon  my  text,  which  ihews  thee  the  fcicc  of  the  Son  of  God 
ftanding  as  full  of  purple  drops  under  the  fcnfe  and  apprchcnfion 
of  it,  as  the  drops  of  dew  that  hang  upon  the  grafs.    Hark  how  he 
cries,  «  Father  if  it  be  poflible,  let  this  cuppafs.'*    O  any  thing  of 
puniihment  rather  than  tliis.     Hear  what  he  tells  the  diftipks'i 
*^  My  foul,  (faith  he,)  is  forrowful  even  to  death :  amazed,  and 
very  heavy."     Fools  make  a  mook  at  fin,  and  the  threatenings 
that  lie  againft  it. 

Inf  6.  Did  Chrift  meet  death  with  fuch  a  heavy  heart  ?  Let  ih 
hearts  of  Chrj/liafis  be  the  tighter  foi'  thisy  tuhen  they  come  to  die.  The 
bitternefs  of,  death  was  all  fqueezed  ipto  Chrift*s  cup.  He  was 
made  to  drink,  up  the  very  dregs  of  it,  that  fo  our  death  might  be 
the  Iweeter  to  \\s,  Alas  !  there  is  nothing  now  left  in  death  that 
is  frightful  or  troublefome,  befide  the  pain  of  diiTolution,  that  na- 
tural evil  of  it.  I  remember  it  is  ftoried  of  one  of  the  martyrs,  that 
being  obfervcd  to  be  exceeding  jocund  and  merry  when  he  caiac 
to  the  ftake,  one  afked  him,  What  was  the  reaibn  his  heart  >^^ 
fo  light,  when  death,  (smd  that  in  fuch  a  terrible  form  too)  ^ 
before  him  ?  O  faid  he,  my  heart  is  io  light  at  my  deaths  bocaule 
Chrift's  was  fo  heavy  at  his  dejith. 
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Unf.  7.  To  conclude^  what  canfe  ha^  all  the  famts  to  love 
thdr  deaf  Lord  Jefus  with  ali  abounding  love  ?  Chriftian,  open  the 
eyes  of  thy  faith,  and  fix  them  upon  Chrifti  in  the  pofture  he  lay 
in  the  garden,  drenched  in  his  own  blood;  and  fee  whether  he 
be  not  lovely  in  theie  his  dyed  garments.  He  that  luffered  for  us 
more  than  any  creature  could  or  did,  may  well  challenge  more 
love  than  all  the  creatures  in  the  world.  O  what  hath  he  fufier- 
ed,  and  fuffered  upon  thy  account  I  it  was  thy  pride,  earthlinefs, 
fenfuality,  unbelief,  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  laid  on  more  weight  in 
that  day  that  he  fweat  blood. 

SERMON    XXIII. 

The  firft  Preparation  for  Christ^s  Death,  on  his  Enemies' 
Part,  by  the  Treafon  of  Judas. 

Matth.  xxvi.  47,  48,  49. 

And  while  he  yetjpoke^  h,  Judas^  one  of  the  twelve,  cat^e,  end  with 
him  a  great  multitude^  with  fwords  and  ftaves,  from  the  chief 
priefls  and  elders  of  the  people.  Now  he  that  betrayed  him  gave 
them  afgftf  faying,  Whomfoever  I  Jhall  iifs,  that  fame  is  he ;  bold 
him  faft.  And  forthwith  be  came  to  Jefus,  and  faid,  Hail, 
mafier  i  and  hijfed  hin^. 

r  I  ^He  former  fermons  give  you  an  account  how  Chrift  improved 
I  every  moment  of  his  time,  with  bufy  diligence,  to  make  him- 
leiFready  for  his  death.  He  hath  commended  his  charge  to  the 
Father,  inftituted  the  blefled  memorial  of  his  death,  poured  out 
his  foul  to  God  in  the  garden,  with  refpeA  to  the  grievous  fuffer- 
ings  he  fliould  undergo ;  and  now  he  is  ready,  and  waits  for  the 
coming  of  the  enemies,  being  iirft  in  the  field. 

And  think  you  that  they  were  idle  on  their  parts?  No,  no,  their 
malice  m^de  them  reftlefs.  They  had  agreed  with  Judas  to  betray 
him.  Under  his  conduA,  a  band  of  foidiers  wa|9  fent  to  appre- 
hend him.  The  hour,  fo  long  expected,  is  come.  For  ^i  while 
*«  he  yet  {pake,"  faith  the  text,  "  lo,  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve, 
«  came,  and  with  him  a  great  multitude,  with  fwords  and 
«  ftaves." 

Thefe  words  contain  the  firft  prepahktive  aA,  on  their  part,  for 
the  death  c^  Chrift,  even  to  betray  him,  and  that  by  one  of  his 
own  diiciples.  Now  they  execute  what  they  had  plotted,  ver.  14, 
1 5.  And  in  this  paragraph  you  have  an  account,  i.  Of  the  traitor, 
who  he  was.    2.  Of  the  treafon,  what  he  did.    3.  Of  the  man* 
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tier  of  its  executkniy  hem  h  was  contrived  and  tXBs&cd.  Laftfyy 
Of  the  time,  when  they  pat  this  hellifli  plot  in  execution. 

1.  We  have  here  a  defcription  of  the  traitor :  and  it  b  remark- 
able how  carefully  the  feveral  Evangelifts  have  defcribed  luifi»  both 
by  his  nsane>  fumame,  and  of&ce*  <*  Judas,  Judas  Ifcaiiot,  Judas 
<<  Ifcariotyone  of  the  twelve-,"  that  he  might  not  be  miftakcn  for 
<^  Jude  or  Judas^  the  apoftle*  God  is  tender  of  the  names  and 
reputations  of  his  upright«hearted  fcrvants.  His  office,  <<  one  of 
**  the  twelve,"  is  added  to  aggravate  the  faft,  and  to  ihcw  how 
that  prophecy  was  accomplished  in  hini,  Pfal.  xli.  9.  <<  Yea,  mio^ 
*«  own  familiar  friend,  in  whom  I  tnifted,  which  did  cat  of  my 
<<  bread,  hath  lift  np  his  heel  againft  me.'^  Lo,  this  was  tht 
traitor,  and  this  was  his  name  and  office. 

2.  You  have  a  defcription  of  the  treafon,  or  an  account  v/haH 
this  man  did.  He  led  an  armed  multitude  to  the  plifcce  wheit 
Chrift  was,  gave  them  a  fignal  to  difcover  him,  and  encoun^ 
them  to  lay  hand^  on  him,  and  hold  him  fail.  This  was  that  hcl- 
lilh  defign,  which  the  devil  put  into  his  heart,  working  upon  thar 
principle,  or  lull  of  covetoufnefs,  which  was  predominant  there. 
What  will  not  a  carnal  heart  attempt,  if  the  devil  fuit  a  tempUi-. 
tlon  to  the*  predominwt  luft,  and  God  withhold  rcfhvning 
grace! 

3.  You  have  here  the  way  and  manner  in  which  thehcllMh 
plot  was  executed.  It  was  managed  both  with  force  and  with 
fraud.     He   comes  with  a  multitude,  armed  with  fwords  and 

ftaves,  in  cafe  he  fhould  meet  with  any  refiftance.  And  he  com« 
to  him  with  a  kifs,  which  was  their  Hgnal,  left  they  Ihould  mifiahc 
the  man.  For  they  aimed  neither  at  fmall.  nor  great,  fave  wily* 
at  the  King  of  Ifrael,  the  King  of  glory*^  Here  was  much  ad(% 
you  fee,  to  take  a  harmlefs  Lamb,  that  did  not  once  ftart  from 
them,  but  freely  offered  himfelf  to  them, 

4.  And  laftly,  When  this  treafonable  deiign  wa$  executed  upon 
Chrift.  And  it  w^s  executed  upon  him  while  he  ftood  among  hi? 
difdplcs,  exhorting  them  to  prayer  and  watchfulncft,  dropping 
heavenly  and  moft  feafonable  counfels  upon  them,  "  While  he  yet 
•*  fpake,  lo,  Judas,  and  with  him  a  multitude,  came  with  fwords 
•*  and  ftaves."  Surely,  it  is  no  better  than  a  Judas*8  trick,  to  dif- 
turb  and  affii£t  the  fervants  of  God  in  the  difcharge  of  their  du- 
ties. This  was  the  traitor  and  his  treafon  i  thus  it  was  executed, 
and  at  this  time.  -  Hence  we  obferve, 

*  What  need  w«s  there  of  arma  againft  one  who  was  ymnned  ?  who,  if  he  had 
^leafed  to  exert  his  power,  could  not  be  overcome  by  any  arms.  To  what  pixrpe(<& 
was  a  fign  ?  to  prevent  miftaking  the  perfon,  becaufc  jt  wat  night.  J),  farm 
in  Itt, 
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Doft.  That  it  was  the  ht  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi^  to  be  betrayed 
into  the  hands  of  his  mortal  enemies^  by  the  ajiliance  ofafalfe  and 
diffemhling  friend. 

Look,  as  Jofq>h  was  betrayed  and  fold  by  his  brethren ;  David 
by  Achitophelj  Im  old  friend ;  Samfbn  by  Delilah,  that  lay  in  his  bo« 
fom ;  fb  Chrift  by  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve ;  a. man,  his  friend,  his 
^miliar,  that  had  been  fo  long  converfant  with  him :  he  .that 
by  profeffion  had  lifted  up  his  hand  to  Chrift,  now  by  treafon  lifts 
up  his  heel  againft  him  \  he  bids  the  ibldiers  bind  thofe  ble^d 
hands,  that  not  long  before  had  wafhed  the  traitor's  feet. 

In  the-  point  before  us,  we  will, 

Firjly  Confider  Judas,  according  to  that  eminent  ftation  and 
place  he  had  under  Chrift. 

Secondly^  yft  wil)  confider  his  treafon^  according  to  the  feveral 
aggravations  of  it. 

Thirdly^  We  will  enquire  into  thecaufe  or  motives  that  put  him 
upon  fuch  a  dreadful,  hetlifh  defign  as  this  was. 

Fonrthlyy  and  laftly.  We  will  view  the  iflue,  and  ice  the  event 
of  this  trei^on,  both  as  to  Chrift  and  as  to  himfelf.  And  then 
apply  it. 

Firji^  As  for  the  perfon  that  did  this,  he  was  ^ery  emmcnt  by 
rcafon  of  that  dignity  Chrift  had  laifed  him  to.     For, 

1 .  He  was  one  of  the  tnvelve ;  one  retained  not  in  a  more  general, 
and  common,  but  in  the  neareft,  -and  moft  intimate  and  honour- 
able relation  and  fervice  to  Jefus  Chrift.  There  were  in  Chrift's 
time  feveral  forts  and  ranks  of  perfons  that  had  relation  to  him. 
There  werp/ecret  difciples ;  men  that  believed,  but  kept  their  fta- 
tions,  and  abode  with  their  relations  in  their  callings.  There  were 
icventy  alio  whom  Chrift  fent  forth ;  but  none  of  thefe  were  fo 
much  with  Chrift  or  fo  eminent  in  refpedl  of  their  place,  as  the 
twelve  i  they  were  Chrift's  family,  day  and  night  converfant  with 
him  :  it  was  the  higheft  dignity  that  vras  conferred  upon  any :  and 
of  this  number  was  Judas.  The  ancients  have  much  extolled  the 
apoftolical  dignity.  Soxtie  ftiled  thefe  twclvCi  pedes  Chri/li,  the  feet 
of  Chrift }  Ucaule  they,  as  it  were,  carried  Chrift  up  and  down 
the  worldt  Others,  ocuii  Deif  the  very  eyes  of  God ;  they  were 
his  watchmen,  that  took  care  for  the  concernments  of  his  name 
and  gpipd  in  the  world.  Others,  mamm^  ecc/efia,  the  breafts  of 
the  church }  they  fed  and  nourifhed  the. children  of  God  by  their 
doArine.  Now,  to  be  one  of  this  number,  one  of  the  twelve, 
what  a  dignity  was  this. 

2.  Yea,  he  being  one  of  the  twelve,  was  daily  converfant  with 
Chrift :  often  joined  with  him  in  prayer,  often  fat  at  his  feet, 
hearing  the  gracious  words  that  came  out  of  his  mouth.    It  was 
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one  of  Auftin*s  three  wiihcs^  that  he  had  feen  Chrift  in  the  fleih: 
Judas  not  only  faw  him  but  dwelt  with  him,  travelled  with  hiiDy 
and  eat  and  drank  with  him.  And  during  the  whole  time  of  his 
abode  with  him,  all  Chrift's  carriage  towards  him  was  very  ob- 
liging and  winning ;  yea,  iuch  was  the  conddceniion  ol  Chrift  to 
this  wretched  man,  that  he  wafhed  liis  feet,  and  that  but  a  litde 
before  he  betrayed  him. 

3.  He  was  a  man  of  unfufpeAed  Integrity  among  the  apoftles. 
When  Chrift  told  them,  One  of  you  (hall  betray  me ;  none 
thought  on  him,  but  every  one  rather  fufpe£led  himfelf ;  Lord, 
is  It  I  ?  f^th  one,  and  fb  faid  they  all ;  but  none  pointed  at  Judas, 
faying.  Thou  art  he. 

4.  To  conclude,  in  fome  refpeft,  he  was  preferred  to  the  reft. 
For  he  had  not  only  a  joint  commiffion  with  them  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  others,  (though,  poor  unhappy  wretch,  himielf  became 
a  c^-away)  but  he  had  a  peculiar  office,  he  bare  the  bag,  i.  e.  he 
was  Almoner,  or  the  fteward  of  the  femily,  to  take  care  to  pro- 
vide for  the  neceflary  accommodations  of  Chrift  and  them.  Now 
who  could  ever  have  fufpefted,  that  ftich  a  man  as  this  fhould 
have  fold  the  Hood  of  Chrift  for  a  little  money  ?  that  ever  he 
ihould  have  proved  a  perfidious  traitor  to  liis  Lord,  who  had  called 
him,  honoured  him,  and  carried  himfelf  fo  tenderly  towards  him  ? 
And  yet  fo  it  was ;  "  Lo,  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,  came,  and 
<<  with  him  ^multitude :"  O  whither  will  not  a  bufy  devil  and  a 
bad  heart  carry  a  man  I 

Secondly^  But  what  di(^  this  man  do  ?  and  what  are  the'juft  ag- 
gravations of  his  fa6t  ?  Why,  lie  moft  bafely  and  unworthily  fold 
and  delivered  Chrift  into  his  enemies  hands,  to  be  butchered  aiid 
dcflroyed ;  and  all  this  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver. 

Blulh,  O  heavens,  and  be  aftonifhed,  O  earth,  at  this !  In  this 
fa£t,  moft  black  and  horrid  aggravations  appear. 

I.  Judas  had  ieen  the  majtliy  of  a  God  on  him  whom  he  be- 
trayed. He  had  feen  the  miracles  that  Chrift  wrought,  which 
jione  but  Chrift  could  do.  He  knew  "that  by  the  finger  of  God 
he  had  raifed  the  dead,  cift  out  devils,  healed  the  iick.  He  could 
not  chufe  but  obferve  and  Ice  the  rays  and  awful  beams  of  divine 
majcfty  fhining  in  his  very  face,  in  his  doftrine,  and  in  his  life » 
to  betray  a  man,  to  fell  the  blood  of  the  pooreli  innocent  in  the 
world,  is  horrid  ;  but  to  fell  the  blood  of  God,  O  what  is*  this ! 
Here  is  a  wickednefs  that  no  epithet  can  match !  Yea, 

2-  This  wickednefs  he  committed  after  pcrfonal  warnings  and 
premonitions  given  him  by  Chrift.  He  had  often  told  them  in 
general,  that  one  of  them  fhonkl  betray  him,  Mark  xiv.  20.  He 
alfo  denounced  a  dreadful  woe  upon  him  that  fhould  do  it,  vcr. 
21.*^  The  Son  of  man  goeth  indeed,  as  it*  is  written  of  him  \  but 
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^  wo  to  that  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  inan  is  betrayed  ^  good  had 
<<  it  been  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  beeh  bom;**  This  was 
fpoken  in  Judas's  prefence.  And  one  would  have  thought  fo 
dreadful  a  doom  as  Chrift  palTed  upon  the  man  that  (hould  at* 
tempt  this,  ihould  have  affrighted  him  far  enough  from  the 
thoughts  of  fuch  a  wickednefs.  Nay^  Chrlfl  comes  nearer  to  him 
than  this,  and  told  him  he  was  the  man :  For  when  Judas  (#ho 
was  the  laft  that  put  the  queftion  to  Chrid)  aiked  him,  "  Mafter^ 
<^  is  it  I  ?"  Chrift's  anfwer  imports  as  much  as  a  plain  affirmation^ 
«  Thou  haft  faid/'  Mat.xxvi.a5.     Moreover, 

3.  He  doth  it  not  out  of  a  bUxid  zeal  againft  Chrift,  as  many  of 
his  other  enemies  did ;  of  whom  it  is  fsud,  i  Cor.  ii.  8.  <<  That 
«  had  they  known  him,  they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord 
«  of  glory  :**  but  he  did  it  for  money,  to  make  his  market  of 
Chrift.  He  fold  Chrift  as  a  man  would  fell  en  ox,  or  a  iheep  to 
the  butcher  for  profit  He  was  fully  of  the  mind  of  the  Pope, 
whofe  motto  was,  "  *  The  fincU  or  favour  of  gain  is  iweet,  let  it 
«  ariie  out  of  what  it  will."  If  he  can  get  any  thing  by  Qirift's 
blood,  it  fliall  be  a  vendible  conunodity  with  him.  **  What  will 
<'  ye  give  me,  (faith  he),  and  I  will  betray  him  ?"  Mat.  xxvi.  15. 

4*  He  fells  him,  and  he  fells  him  at  a  low  rate  too|  which 
fhewed  how  vile  an  efteem  he  had  of  Chrift.  He  is  content  to 
part  with  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver.  If  thefe  pieces,  or 
fhekels,  were  the  ftiekels  of  the  fan£hiary,  they  amounted  but  to 
three  pounds  fifteen  ftiiUingsf .  But  it  is  ftippofed  they  were  the 
common  ftiekels,  which  were  moftly  ufed  in  buying  and  felling ; 
and  then  his  price,  that  he  put  upon  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
w^  but  one  pound  feventeen  ftiilUngs  and  fixpence.  A  goodly 
price  (as  the  prophet  calls  it)  that  he  was  valued  at !  2^ch«  xi.  12, 
13.  I  confefs,  it  is  a  wonder,  he  aiked  no  more;  knowing  how 
much  they  longed  for  his  blood ;  and  that  they  offered  no  more 
for  him  :  how  then  ftiould  the  fcriptures  have  been  fulfilled  ? 
O  what  a  fale  was  this  !  to  fell  that  blood,  which  all  the  gold  and 
filver  in  the  world  is  not  worth  one  drop  of,  for  a  trifle !  ftill  the  - 
wickednefs  of  the  faft  rifes  higher  and  higher. 

5.  He  left  Chrift  in  moft  heavenly  and  excellent  employment, 
when  he  went  to  make  this  fout-undoing  bargain.  For  if  he  went 
away  from  the  table,  as  fome  think,  then  he  left  Chrift  inftifeuting 
and  adminifterlng  thofe  heavenly  figns  of  his  body  and  blood: 
there  he  iaw,  or  might  have  feo^,  the  bloody  work  he  was  going 
about,  a£ted  as  in  a  figure  Jc»efore  him.  If  he  fat  out  that  ordi- 
nance, as  others  fuppoie  he  did,  then  he  le^  Chnft  finging  an 


*   Smavis  odor  tucrl  ex  re  jmaliBet, 
f  G«dw.  Antiq.  lib.  6.  p.  205 
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Ifceavenly  hymn,  and  pirparing  to  gp  where  Judas  was  |MTpamg 
to  meet  him.  When  the  Lord  Jefus  was  in  the  mofl  ieriotts  and 
heavenly  exercifc,  the  wretch  (linked  away  from  lum  into  the  city, 
or  elfe  went  under  pretence  to  buy  fome  neceflaries*.  But  his  dc^* 
fign  was  not  to  buy,  but  to  ieU,  whatever  his  pretences  were. 

Nay,  '    . 

6.  What  he  did,  was  not  done  by  the  perluafiom  of  any.  The 
high-prieft  fent  not  for  him,  and,  without  doubt,  was  furprifed 
when  he  came  to  him  on  fuch  an  errand.  For  it  could  never  enter 
into  any  of  their  hearts,  that  any  of  his  own  diiciples  could  ever 
be  drawn  into  a  confederacy  agaiiift  him.  No,  he  went  as  a  vo» 
lunteer,  offering  himfelf  to  this  work :  which  ilill  heightens  the 
fin,  and  makes  it  out  of  meafure  finliil. 

7  The  manner  in  which  he  executes  his  trea{bnable  defign  adds 
further  malignity  to  the  faft  He  comes  to  Chrift  with  Owning 
words  and  carriage,  <<  Hail,  Mafter,  and  kifled  him.''  ]Here  is 
honey  in  the  tongue,  and  poifon  in  the  heart.  Here  is  hatred  hid 
under  lying  lips.  This  was  the  man,  and  this  was  his  fa£t  Let  us 
enquire, 

.  Unriljy  The  caufe  and  motives  of  this  wick^dnefi,  how  he 
came  to  attempt  and.  perpetrate  fuch  a  villainy.  Maldonate  the 
Jefuit  criminates  the  Pn)teftant  divines,  for  affirming  that  God 
had  a  hand  in  orderipg  and  ovei^ruling  this  fafbf* 

But  we  fay,  that  Satan  and  his  own  luft  was  the  impulfive  caufe 
of  it :  that  God,  as  it  was  a  wicked  treaibn,  permitted  it  \  and  as  it 
was  a  delivering  Chrift  to  death,  was  not  only  the  permitter,  but 
the  wife  and  holy  direAor  and  orderer  of  it,  and  by  the  wifdom  of 
his  providence  over-ruled  it,  to  the  great  good  and  advantage  of 
the  church  \  in  refpeft  of  which  li^ppy  iffiie,  Judas's  treafon  is 
called  falixfcdus,  '<  a  happy  wickednefs."  Satan  inipired  the  mo- 
tion^ Luke  xxiii.  3, 4.  <<  Then  entered  Satan  into  Judas,  furnamed 
«  Ifcariot,  and  he  went  his  way,''  & j.  his  own  lufb,  like  dry  tin- 
der,  kindled  prefently :  his  heart  was  covetous ;  there  was  pre- 
difpoied  matter  enough  for  the  devil  to  work  on,  fo  that  it  was  bat 
touch  and  take.  Ver.  35.  They  covenanted  to  give  him  monej, 
and  he  pronufed,  &c. 

The  holy  God  difpofed  and  ordered  all  this  to  the  fingular  bene* 
£t  and  good  of  his  people :  Ads  iv.  28.  they  did  whatfoever  <<  bis 

•  Without  doubt  h*  went  fi-om  Bctbaay»  wba«  tkc  X^ord  tben  was,  cud  cidicr 
withdrew  priY»tcly ,  or  under  prettfiM  of  buying  aeeefluiet.    Pamu, 

t  In  fo  far  at  it  wa»  ff;o2o^K,  i.  «.  a  betraying^  h  was  the  deed  of  Jndai,  toupc 
ed  by  Satan ;  in  fo  far  aa  it  was  «aif  oWk,  i.  t,  a  delivering  up,  it  was  the  cSt& 
of  God*s  fecret  purpofe,  relating  to  the  redemptioii  of  the  church.  Snrdy  God  was 
Aot  a  carelefs  permittef  of  thu  whole  work,  but  a  moll  wife  ordorer  anddire^or 
*flL    ftrtwi. 
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• 
'<  hand  and  counfel  had  before  detenniaed  to  bedooe.''  And  hj 
this  determinate  counfel  of  God,  he  was  taken  and  flainy  A£b  ii« 
23.  Yet  this  no  ways  excuies  the  wickednefsof  the  mftruments : 
for  what  thejc  did,  was  done  from  the  power  of  their  own  li^fts^ 
moft  wickedly ;  what  he  did,  was  done  in  the  uniearchable  depth 
of  his  own  w^dom,  nM^  holy.  God  knows  how  to  ferv^  Us  own 
ends  by  the  very  fins  of  men,  and  yet  have  no  communion  at  all 
in  the  ilh  he  fo  over-rules.  If  a  man  let  a  dog  out  of  his  ha:.  .1  in 
purfuit  of  a  hare,  the  dog  hunts  merely  for  a  nrey  \  but  he  that  jets . 
him  go,  ufes  the  fagacity  and  nimbleneis  of  the  dog  to  fcrve  his 
own  ends  by  it.  Judas  minded  nothing  but  his  own  advantage  to 
get  money :  God  permitted  that  luft  to  work,  but  over-ruled  the 
ifliie  to  his  own  eternal  glory,  and  the  falvation  of  our  fouls* 

Fourthly  and  lafily,  But  what  was  the  end  and  iflue  oFthis  bBi 
As  to  Chrift,  it  was  his  death  \  for  the  hour  being  come,  he  doth  ^ 
not  meditate  an  e(cape,  nor  put  forth  the  power  of  his  Godhead  to 
deliver  himfelf  out  of  their  hands.  Indeed  he  ihewed  what  he 
could  do,  when  he  made  them  go  back  and  ftagger  with  a  WQrd. 
He  could  have  obtained  more  than  tnuelve  legions  of  angels  to  havC: 
been  his  life-^uard ;  one  of  whom  had  been  fufficknt  to  h^ve 
coped  with  all  the  Roman  lemons :  but  how  then  fhoold  the  iorqH 
tures  have  been  fulfilled,  or  our  falvation  accompliihed  I  NOf  ho 
jrefifts  not,  but  Judas,  delivering  him  into  thctr  hsuuds  at  that  tuM^ . 
was  his  death* 

And  what  got  he  as  a  reward  of  his  wickedneis  ?  Itendediothe 
ruin  both  of  tus  foul  and  body*  For  immediately  a  deatb^Mmg  of. 
deipair  feized  his  confcience ;  which  was  fo  intoleraMe,  that  he  ran 
to  the  halter  for  a  remedy )  and  fo  fiilling  headlong  he  burft  afiin- 
der,  and  all  his  bowels  gufhed  out,  A(k  i.  i8*  And  now  he  that 
had  no  bowels  for  Chrift,  hath  none  for  himfelf.  As  for  his  foul, 
it  went  to  its  ownplace^  ver.  25.  even  the  place  appointed  for  ^ 
the  fon  of  perdition,  as  Chrift  calls  him,  John  xvii.  i  a*  His  name 
retains  an  odious  fiench  tothis  day,  and  0^all  to  all  generations : 
it  is  a  by&-word,  a  proverb  of  reproach.  This  was  his  end  \  we 
will  next  improve  it* 

CoKollaty  X.  Hence  in  the  firft  place  we  ieam,  That  the  greatejl 
prefipfirs  bad  need  to  hejedous  of  their  OKtm  beartty  and  look  vjell  to  the 
grounds  and  principles  of  tbnr  proftffions*  One  of  the  ancients 
would  have  had  this  epitaph  engraven  upon  Jndas's  tomb-ftone, 
»( tfu  n^  ofciM  nKHfSiK  trv,  t,  e.  <*  Let  every  one  that  beholds  me» 
^<  learn  to  be  godly  indeed,  to  be  fincere  in  his  profefiion,  and 
*<  to  love  Chrift  more  unfieignedly  than  I  did.'*  O  profeflbrs,» 
look  to  your  foundation,  and  build  not  upon  the  fand,  as  this  poor 
creature  did*    Th>t  is  fouad  advice^  indeed^  which  the  ajpoftle 
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^fft9j  I 'Cor.  X.  12.  '<  La  him  that  thiikks  he  ftandeth,  take  heed 
<«  left  he  iaH.^  O  beware  of  a  ioofe  foundation*.  If  you  begia 
ydttf  «Ht>fefflon  as  Judas  did^  no  •vronder  if  it  ihall  end  as  his  did. 

t.  »iirare  therdbre  that  you  hold  not  the  triith  Jn  unrighte* 
otrfhefi:  Jodas  did  ib:  heknewnnich»'btitlivednotup  to  vrhathe 
kii<*^,  ferhe  tvas  Mil  of  a  trorkily  fpirlt  in  the  height  of  his  proi* 
{^^h.  His  knowledge  never  had  any  fsving  influence  upon  his 
heart.  He  'preached  to  others,  but  he  hitnlelf  was  a  caft-away. 
He  had  much  light,  'b«t  ftill  walked  ia  darknefs.  He  kid  no 
kMwIedjg^  16  doMnfelf  good. 

2.  Bevrare  you  live  rtot  in  a  courfe  of  fecret  fin.  Judas  did  fo^ 
attd  that  Was  his  ruin.     He  made  a  profefikm  indeed,  and  carried 

it  fmoothly,  but  he  was  a  thief,  'John  xii.  6.    He  xnade  no  con-  | 

foence  of  Committing  die  fin,  fo  he  could  but  cover  and  hide  it 
&om  men^  This  helped  on  his  ruin,  and  fo  it  will  thine,  reader, 
if  thou  be  gtlihy  herein.  A  fecret  way  of  finning,  under  a  covert 
ofprofeffloh,'will  either  break  out  at  bift  to  tl^  obferTati(H&  of 
men,  br  ^e  Aide  thee  down  infenfibly  to  hell,  and  leave  tbee 
t^elre  Mly  this  comfort,  that  no  body  flnll  know  then  i<rt  then . 

3.  Beware  O^  hypocritical  {H-etencos  of  religion  to  accommodate 
fe0«tld^.  f«dto  was  a  mah  that  bad  nbtaUe  fkill  this  way.  H^ 
UImI  a  'tkvadw  fill ' his  «wn  purfe,  by  the  fale  of  that  coi\\y  omt- 
M^ftl  'which Mary^befttyw^d  tepon  our  Savi6iir's  feet.  And  what  a 
neat  cover  had  he  fitted  for  it,  to  do  his  bufinefs  cicariv ;  TVixr** 
IWh^he,  "This  iii%bt  have  been  fisUfor  three  hundred  pcwte, 
«<  aiid^^Htiti  to  the  poor.**  Hefe  was  dkirity  to  the  poor^  or  la* 
th^  ]pck>r  charfrj^ ^foi*  'tHs  was  only  a  Umd  to  his  bife  iel^e«ds. 
O  Chrttllan,  be  plahwhearteil,  take  heed  of  craft  and  cun&ing'ia 
matters  of  rdigion :  Hfis  (polled  Judas. 

'  4.  BeM^^are  ^  fel£^6nfidence.  Judas  was  a  very  ccfafidtint  niau 
of  him(^If.  «<  Laft  of  all,  Judas  £dd,  MaiW>  is  iti  ?"  Mat.  xxvi.« 
25.  Bnt  he  that  was  liffi  m  die/tifiiicion  vmsjufika  the  trat^gr^ggS^* 
<<  He  that'trufifeth  ih  Ms  own  heart,  is  a.  fool,"  i^th  Solomon, 
^v.  xxviii.  26.  Such  a  fool  vras  thv  great' profefibr.  It  will  be 
your  wifdom  to  keep  a  jealous  eye  upon  your  own  hearts,  andffiiil 
fufpeft  their  faireft  pretienees. 

5.  If  you  wilknyt  do  as  Judas  did,  aior  cometoiiich  an  did  as 
he  did,  take  heed  you  live  not  UnjprofitaMy.  under  the  fl:ieam  of 
grace.  Judas  had  tbe  beft  means  of  grace  ^t  ever  man  enj^y<e5d«. 
He  heard  Chrift  hiiftfelf  preach,  he  joined  often  with  him  in  pray- 
er,' but  he  was  fteVer  the  better  for  it  all ;  it  was  but  as*  the  water- 
ing of  a  deacfftick,  wiikh  win  never  make  it  grow,  btt  rot  it  the 
iiboner.     Nev^  was  there  a  rotten  farandi  fo  ricfhiy  watered  as  1>« 


'Tl      ^1     lit     h,    JMiiiA 
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was.  Oitjs  afad  fin  4Uid  a  ftd  fin  t«9|  yhcn  v^m  aod  VMMI 
li^eumier  the  gofpellrom  jcar  to  j^^Ti  ^  9r«  nei?^  ^  better. 
I  warn  you  to  bewane  of  thefib  eval%  aU  ye  that  pr^feft  reli^onu 
Let  th^c  footfteps  by  wiiidi  Judaa  weot  dpwq  io  im  09m  placi^ 
terrify  ycni  froaitoliowii^  himift  theiQ# 

ConUarj  2.  Learn  bmce  aUb^  tT^  minmtt  hmiMgti  ^nd  pr^r 
feffion  put  a/pedal  and  emnent  aggravathn  upon  fin*  ^  y^da^  Ifprnria^ 
one  tftbe  twdve.  Poor  wTdch  I  better  ha<i  it  been  for  Utm^  sf  he 
ha4  never  been  numbered  witk  thom»  nor  an.lightenc4  with  I9 
much  knowledge  as  he  was  endowed  with :  for  tbis  rei\t  his  oot^ 
fdcnce  to  pieces,  when  he  reflected  on  what  he  had  done^  and 
prefeitly  run  mto  the  gulph  of  deijpair.  To  fin  s^ainft  dear  ligbtt 
ktofin  withanhi^lund.  k  bthat  which  mfJsea  a  ftdwafie  of 
the  confcienoe>  ^fhaX^  without  doubtp  which  now  torments  this 
poor  fi>ul  in  hell,  is*  that  he  ihottkl  go  againft  hifs  Ught^  againft 
his  profeffion,  to  gratify  a  bafe  ]«ft  to  bubs  eteraal  ruin.  Had  he 
known  no  better,  it  had  been  Okore  dLCufaUe/  Thotb  that  had  a 
hand  in  the  death  of  Clirift,  through  miftake  sind  igaorancet  were 
capabk  to  receive  the  pardon  of  their  fin  by  that  b)oo4  they  to 
Ihed,  AAs  iii.  17,  19.  comparedi  Take  heed  tl^erefore  of  abufing 
knowledge,  and  putting  a  force  upon  conftienoe. 

Cor^ary  3.  Learn  hence  in  the  thiid  place»  That  unfrindpUL 
prrfeffars  Huillfooner  or  later  become fiameful  apojlates*  Judas  was  afl 
unprindpled  profefibr,  and  fee  what  he  came  to|  an^tion  invited 
Simon  M^^us-  to  the  profeflEion  of  Chrift,  he  would  be  %^  ^^fo^t 
<<  ibme  great  one,"  and  how  quickly  did  the  rottennefs  of  1^  prin* 
ciples  ducover  itfelf  in  the  roin  of  his  profeffion?  That  which 
wants  a  root,  muft  needs  wither,  as  Chrift  fpeaks,  Matth.  suiL  20» 
21*  That  which  is  the  ^predominant  intereft,  will  prevail,  and 
fway  with  us  in  the  day  of  our  trial.  Hear  me,  all  you  that  pro- 
feis  religion,  and  have  given  your  names  to  Chrifti  if  that  pn>» 
fd&on  be  not  built  upon  a  folid  and  real  work  of  grace  upon  your 
hearts,  yon  ihall  never  honour  religion,  nor  fave  your  fouls  by  it. 
O  it  is  your  union  with  Chriil,  that,  like  a  fpring,  maintains  your 
profeflb>n.  <<  So  much  as  you  are  united  to  Clurift,  io  much 
<<  conftancy,  fte^dineis,  and  evenncfs,  you  will  manifeft  in  the 
<<>  duties  of  religion,  and  no  moref  •" 

O  brethren,  when  he  that  profefles  Chrift  for  company,  fiiall  be 
left  alone  as  Paul  was;  when  he  that  makes  religion  a  ilirrup  to  help 
himielf  into  the  faddle  of  preferment  and  honour,  ihall  ice  that 
he  is  fe^vanced  to  be  drawn  forth  into  CbriA:'8  camp,  and  endure 
the  heat  of  the  day,  and  not  to  take  his  pleafure  &  in  a  word,  when 

*  The  kail  vioUtion  of  coaiciciice  is  a  very  great  fin.    dmf^ 
\  idunamr  fpniemtt  imimur* 
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hefhallfee  atlthiags  «boat  him  diicouraging  and  threateningi.  Ui 
deareft  intereft  on  earth  expofed  for  religion's  fakej  and  he  hath 
no  £uth  to  balance  his  prefent  \dSt%  with  his  future  hopes;  I  fayi 
when  it  comes  to.  thisy  you  ihall  then  fee  the  rottennefs  of  many 
hearts  difcovered ;  and  Judas  may  have  many  'fellows,  who  will  part 
with  Chrifl  for  the  wcH^ld,  as  he  did.  O  therefore  look  weU  to 
your  foundation. 

Corollary  4.  Moreover,  in  this  example  of  Judas  you  may  read 
this  truth;  That  tnen  and  women  are  tUver  in  more  ifnminent  danger^ 
tian  when  they  meet  tvUh  temptations  exaBlyfuited  to  their  ma/lerJufis^ 
f9  their  own  iniquity*  O  praV,  prav,  that  ye  may  be  kept  from  a 
violent  fuitable  temptation,  datan  knows  that  when  a  man  is  tried 
here,  he  falls  by  the  root.  The  love  of  this  world  was  all  along 
Judas's  mafter-fin,  and  fome  conjefbire  he  was  a  married  nran, 
and  had  a  great  charge  (  but  lhat«is  coi^efhural:  this  was  bis  pro- 
dominant,  luil.  The  devil  found  out  this,  and  fuited  it  with  a 
temptation  which  fully  hk  hb  humour,  and  it  carries  him  immO' 
diately.  This  is  the  dangerous  crifis  of  the  foul.  Now  you  fhall 
fee  what  it  is,  and  what  it  will  do.  Put  money  before  Judas,  and 
pirefently  you  ihall  fee  what  the  man  is. 

Corollary  5.  Hence,  in  like  manner,  we  are  inftrud^ed,  That  m 
man  knows  where  bejhalljlopf  when  hejirft  engages  himjelftn  a  ^vaj 
rfjin"^. 

Wickednefi,  as  well  as  holinefs,  is  not  bom  in  its  full  flrengtb,^ 
but  grows  up  to  it  by  infenfible  degrees.  So  did  the  wickednefe 
of  Judas.  I  believe,  he  himfelf  pever  thought  he  ihould  have 
done  what  he  did:  and  if  any  ihould  have  told  him,  in  the  firft 
beginning  of  his  profeffion,  Thou  ihalt  fell  the  blood  of  Chrift  &r 
money,  thou  ihalt  deliver  him  moft  perfidiouily  into  their  hands 
that  feek  his  life  ^  he  would  have  aniwered  as  Hazael  did  to  Eliiha, 
«<  But  what,  is  thy  fervapt  a  dog,  that  he  ihould  do  tlus  great 
•«  thing?"  2  Kings  viii.  13.  His  wickedncfi  iirft  difcovered itl'df 
in  murmuring  and  difcontent,  taking  a  pique  at  ibme  fmall  mat^^ 
tcrs  agaibft  Chrift,  as  you  may  find,  by  comparing  John  vi,  from 
vcrfe  60  to  70.  with  John  xii.  from  vcrfe  3  to  9.  but  fee  to  what 
it  grows  at  laft.  That  Ipft  or  temptation  that  at  firft  is  but  a  little 
cloud  as  big  as  a  man's  hand,  may  quickly  overfpread  the  whole 
heaven.  It  is  our  engaging  in  fin,  as  in  the  motion  of  a  fione 
down  the  hill,  vires  acquirit  eundo^  "  it  ibengthens  itfelf  by  goii^T 
«nd  the  longer  it  runs,  the  more  violent.  Beware  of  the  imalleft 
beginnings  of  temptations.  No  wile  man  will  neglcA  or  flight  the 
fmalleft  fpark  of  fire,  efpecially  if  he  fee  it  aax)ng  many  baxrels 

^*"      '■  *■  '       '  "  '  I  ■  -■in      I  11  I.       II  I       .Mil  I      I  B 

^  ^$m  reftnieftiurpiffmuiy  i.  e.  No  pcrfoo  fuddcnly  becomca  moft  proflj|;atc 
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«f  gun-powder.  You  cairv  guD^powxter  about  you>  O  tiike  heed 
of  iparks. 

Cordlary  6,  Did  Judas  fell  Chrift  for  sXMmey  ?  IFbai  a  potent  con^ 
queror  is  the  leve  of  this  world!  How  many  hath  it  caft  down 
wounded?  What  great  profefibrs  have  been  dragged  at  its  chariot 
wheels  as  its  captives?  Hymenzus  and  Piiiletus,  Ananias  and 
Sapphira,  Demas  and  Judas>  with  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands» 
fixice  their  days,  led  away  in  triumph.  It  <<  drowns  men  in  perdi* 
<<  tion/'  I  Tim.  vi.  9.  In  that  pit  of  perdition,  this  fon  of  perdi- 
tion  fell^  and  never  rofe  more*  O  yoii  that  {o  court  and  pn^ecute 
It;  that  fo  kve  and  admire  it;  make  a.ftand  here ;  pauie  a  little 
upon  this  example  ;  coniider  to  what  it  brought  this  poor  wretch^ 
irfaomrhaveprefentedtoyoudead,  eternally  dead,  by  the  mortal 
wound  that  the  love  of  this  world  gave  him:  it  deftroyed  both  fiml 
and  body.  Pliny  teUs  us,  that  the  Mermaids  delight  to  be  in  green 
meadows,  into  which  they  draw  men  by  their  enchanting  voices; 
but,  fakh  he,  there  always  lie  heaps  of  dead  men's  bones  by  tliem« 
A  lively  emblem  of  a  bewitching  world!  Gkxxi  had  it  been  for 
many  profeilbrs  of  religion,  if  they  had  never  known  what  the 
riches,  and  honotu-s,  and  pleafures  of  this  world  meant. 

Corollary  7.  Did  Judas  fancy  fo  much  happineis  m  a  little  money, 
that  he  would  feU  Chrift  to  get  it?  Learn  then,  That  ivbich  men 
promife  them/elves  much  pleafure  atid  contentment  in^  in  the  way  off$n^ 
may  prove  the  great eji  curfe  and  mifery  to  ihem  that  ever  bejel  thetn  in 
the  worlds  Judas  thought  it  was  a  brave  thing  to  get  money !  he 
£mcied  much  happinefsin  its  but  how  ilck  was  his  conicience  as 
foon  as  he  had  fwallowed  it !  O  take  it  again,  faith  he !  It  griped 
him  to  the  heart.  He  knows  not  what  to  do,  to  rid  himlelf  of 
that  money.  Give  me  children,  faith  Rachel,  or  I  die:  fhe  hath 
diildren,  and  they  prove  her  death.  O  mortify  your  fancies  to 
the  world ;  put  no  neceflity  upon  riches.  <<  They  that  will  be 
<<  rich  fall  into  temptations,  and  many  hurtful  lufts,  which  drown 
'•  men  in  perdition,"  i  Tim.  vi.  9.  You  may  have  your  deiires 
with  a  curfe*  He  that  brings  home  a  pack  of  fine  clotlies  infe£ked 
with  the  plague,  has  no  fuch  great  bargain  of  it,  how  clieap  foevcr 
he  bought  them. 

Corollary  8.  Was  there  one,  and  but  one  of  the  twelve,  that 
proved  a  Judas,  a  traitor  to  Chrift?  Learn  thence.  That  it  is  a 
moft  unreafonahle  thing  to  he  prejudiced  at  religion ^  and  thejincerepro^ 
fiffors  ofit^  hecaufejome  that  prof efs  it  prove  naught  and  vile. 

Should  the  eleven  fuffer  for  one  Judas?  Alas,  they  abhorred 
both  the  traitor  and  his  treafbn.  As  well  might  the  High-prieft 
and  his  fervants  have  condemned  Peter,  John,  and  all  the  reft, 
whofe  fouls  abhorred  the  wickednefs.  If  Judas  proved  a  vile 
wretch,  yet  there  were  eleven  to  one  that  remained  upright :  if 
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Jadfls  pmved  Mog^^  i«  ms'not  lus  profeffion  made  Uatlb^  bn 
his  hypocrify}  he  never  learned  it  firom  Chrift.  If  religkmmaft 
bediai^  wkbaU  theflrifcanriagesof  itspro^  thettthocts 
ao  pure  reS^<Mi  in  the  world.  Name  diat  rdigioa  among  the 
profeiibrs  whereof  there  i»  not  one  Judas.  Take  heed,  xeader>  of 
prgutfices  agaiaft  go<lMneft  on  tfab  account*  The  defign  tf  tly 
devily  without  doubt,  is  to  undo  thee  eternad^  kjr  them^  «  Wo 
*  •«  to  the  world  becaufe  of  ofoces,"  Matth.  rviii*  7.  AndidBt 
if  God  do  permit  thefe  things  to  fell  out,  tha(  thottmayeft  behaiw 
dened  in  iniquity,  cojpfirmal  in  fin  iiy  fiich  occafions^  and  to  Ay 
defbnflSon  brou^  about  this  way:  Blefled  it  he  that  bnot  of* 
folded  at  Chrift. 

CoroBaryg.  IXd  Judas,  Mie  of  the  twel^,  do  ib?  Leamthenc^ 
?]$a/  a  drip  cf  grace ^  is  keiter  than  a  fern  (fg^.  Gifts  haw  fane 
excellency  in  them,  but  the  way  of  grace  is  the  more  ezcelicotwaT^ 
1  Cor.xH.  31.  Gifts,  asoneiaith,  ^redead  graces,  but jnacesait 
Vnmg  gifts.  There  is  many  a  learned  head  in  hell.  'Kefe  are 
not  the  tlungs  that  accompany  ialvation.  Gifts  are  the  gold  that 
beautifies  the  temfrie;  but  grace  is  as  the  temple  which  ianfiifics 
the  gold.  One  tear,  one  groan,  one  breathing  of  am  upr^t  heart, 
is  more  than  the  tongues  of  angels. 

Poor  Chriftian,  thou  art  troubled  that'thou  canft  not  ^xakand 
pray  ib  neatly,  fo  handfbmely,  as  fome  others  can}  but  canft  thou 
go  into  a  comer,  and  there  pour  out  thy  foul  sifiedionatdy, 
though  not  rhetorically,  to  thy  Father?  trouble  not  thyfelf.  It 
b  better  ftnr  thee  to  feel  one  di^e  impreffion  fttun  God  upon  thy 
heart,  than  to  have  ten  thouiand  fine  notions  floating  in  thy  bead: 
Judas  was  a  man  of  parts;  but  what  good  did  they  do  lum? 

Cordlary  10.  Did  the  devil  win  the  conient  of  Judas  to  fuch  1 
defign  as  this?  Could  he  get  no  other  but  the  hand  of  an  apoftle 
to  smift  him  ?  Learn  hen<;e,  Tkat  tbe  policy  ef  Satan  lies  much  in  the 
choice  rf'  his  inftruments  he  nvoris  by.  No  bird,  (faith  one)  like  t 
living  bird  to  tempt  others  into  the  net.  Pelagius,  Sodnus,  (sV. 
were  fit  ft>r  that  work  the  devil  put  them  upon.  *  Auftin  told  an 
ingenious  young  fchokur,  «  The  devil  coveted  him  for  an  oma- 
<<  ment."  He  knows  he  hath  a  foul  caufe  to  manage^  and  there- 
fore will  get  the  faireft  hand  he  can  to  manage  it  with  the  lels  fuf-* 
picion. ' 

Corollary  1 1.  Did  Judas,  one  of  the  twdve,  Jo  this  ?  Then  cer- 
tainly, Chriflians  may  approve  and  Join  nmthfuch  men  on  earthy  mA(fe 
faces  they  Jhall.never  fee  in  heaven.  The  apoftles  held  conmmmion  a 
long  time  with  this  man,  and  did  not  fufpe£l  him.  O  pleafe  not 
yourfelves  therefore,  that  you  )iavc  c<Hnmunion  with  the  ftints 

•  CvpH  ahs  U  omari  Diaiolui, 
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here,  ftidtliBt  thejr  think  and  ipeakchoitablf  of  you.  ^^  All  the 
u  churches  ihall  knotr,  (faith  the  Lord)  that  I  aih  he  dtat  fearclw 
'<  eth  the  heart  and  reins^'and  will  give  to  every  man  as  his  work 
<<  ihaU  be/'  Rev.  ii.  23.  In  heaven  we  fliall  meet  many  that  we 
never  thouffht  to  meet  thcre^  and  mils  many  we  were  confident 
we  flumU  use  there. 

Conllarj  12.  lAftly,  Did  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,  a  man  fb 
obliged,  raifed  and  honoured  by  Chrift,  do  this  ?  Ceafe  tbenfrtm 
imm^  be  not  too  confident,  butbefare  of  men.  <<Tn]ftyenot  in 
**  z  fiiend,  put  no  confidence  jn  a  guide,  kjricp  the  door  of  thy 
«  Ups  fiwi  her  that  liedi  in  thy  bolom,''  tm.  vii/  5.  Not  that 
there  is  no  fincerity  in  any  man,  but  becaufe  there  is  fo  much  hy- 
pocrify  in  many  men,  and  to  much  conrnptioA  in  the  beft  of  men^ 
that  we  may  not  be  too  confident,  nor  lay  too  great  a  ftrefi  upon 
any  man.  Peter^smodeft  expreffion  of  Bylvanos  is  a  pattern  foe 
mfi  ^SjhnaoMf  a iaithfiil  brother  unto  you  (as I fuppofe^J  i  Pet. 
V.  12.  The  time  fhall  come,  iaith  Chrift,that  «<  brother  Ihall  be- 
tray brother  to  death,**  Mat.  x.  1 1.  Your  charity  for  others  may 
be  yoor  duty,  but  your  too  great  eoiifid6nce  may  be  your  fnare. 
Fear  what^odicn  may  do,  but  fear  thyfidf  more* 


SERMON  XXIV. 

The  fecpnd  and  third  Preparatives  for  the  Death  of  GmusT,  b]f 
his  filegal  Trial  and  Condcnmatidn. 

KmtB  xziiL  23,  24* 

^nd  they  tvere  infant  with  loud  voices,  requiring  that  he  migii  ie 
crucified ;  and  the  voices  of  them,   and  of  the  chief  pri^s  pre*, 
mailed.     And  Pilate  gave  fentence  that  it  Jbmdd  Be  as   they  re-' 
qmred* 

JUDAS  has  made  fi;ood  his  promile  to  the  Ugh-prieft,  and  de- 
livered Jefus  a  prifoner  into  their  hands.  Thefe  wolves  of 
the  evening,  no  fooner  ieize  the  Lamb  of  God^  but  they  thirft  and 
long  to  be  fucking  his  pr^ious  innocent  bloody  thdr  revenge 
and  malice  admit  no  delay,  as  fearing  a  refcue  by  the  people. 

When  Herod  had  taken  Peter,  he  committed  him  to  priibn^ 
"  intending  after  Eaftcr  to  bring  him  forth  to  the  people*,**  Afts  ■ 


In  fo  great  a  mixed  mnUhiide  it  was  eafy  to  raift  a  tunmltf  if  the  people  had 
gilt  £0  great  a  yxis^^  Wat  i^ardtrfed,  caothnry  to  att  law  aod  juHice.    Par.  m 
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Jul.  4*  But  theie  men  anmot  deep  till  they  have  fab  blood»  and 
therefore  the. preparation  of  the  psrilbver  being  come,  they  refolve 
in  all  haftc  to  deftroy  him^  yet  left  it  OiouU  look  like  a  down- 
right murder^  it  ihail  be  ibrmaliTed  with  a  trial.  This  his  irial 
and  condemnation  are  the  two  laft  afb  by  wlrioh  they  prepared  for 
his  death,  and  are  both  contained  in  this  context ;  in  which  we 
mayobferve,  i.  The  indiSment^  TL^Tht  fetitenct  to  which  the 
judge  proceeded. 

I.  The  indiBment  irvmi  up  againft  Cllrift,  wheron  they  ac*' 
cufe  him  o£  many  things,  but  can  prove  notliing^  They  charge 
him  with  fedition  and  blafphemy,  but  falter  ihamefuUy  in  the 
proof.  However,  what  is  wanting  in  evidence,  (hall  be  fuppUed 
with  clamour  and  importunity.  For  faith  the  text.  •<  They  were 
*y  inftant  with  loud  voices^  requiring, that  he  might  be  crucified; 
•«  and  their  voices  prevailed  :'*  When  they  can  neither  prove  the 
(edition  nor  blafphemy  they  charged  him  with,  tlusx>,  Crucify  himf 
Crucify  him,  muft  ferve  the  tum^  inftead  of  all  w^tnefTes  asd 
proofs.  .  .  - 

The  finUnce  pf onounced  upon  hiqa ;  Pite^e  fawfeMence^ .  that  it 
fbould  le  as  thev  required :  i.  e.  he  fentenced  Clirift  to  be  nailed  to 
the  crofs,  ?nd  there  to  hang  till  he  was  dead.  From  both  thcfe 
wemay  obferve  thefe  two  doArinal  conclufions. . 

Doft.  I.  That  the  trial  of  Chri/t  for  his  i^e,  ^as  managed  moj 
malicioufly  a^id  iUegally  againji  himj  by  his  unrighteous  judges* 

DoA.  2.  Though  nothing  cotdd  be  proi>ed  againfi  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  worthy  of  death ^  or  of  bonds ;  yet  he  was  condemned  to  he 
rtaiUd  to  the  crofs j  and  there  to  hang  till  he  died. 

'  I  fhall  handle  thefe  two  points  diftinftly  in  their  order,  begin- 
ning, with  the  firft,  namely, 

Doft.  I.  That  the  trial  ofChri/lfor  hisltfcy  was  managed  mofl  ma^ 
licioufly  and  iUegally  againfi  him,  by  his  unrighteous  judges* 

Reader,  here  thoii  mayeft  fee  the  Judge  of  all  tlie  world  {land- 
ing himfelf  to  be  judged  J  he  that  fhall  judge  the  world  in  rightc- 
oiilncfs,  judged  moft  unrightcoully  j  he  that  fhall  one  day  come 
to  the  throne  of  judgment,  attended  with  thouGinds,  and  ten  thou- 
fands  of  angfis  and  faints,  ftanding  as  a  pri(bner-at  man*s  bar,  and 
.there  denied  the  common  right  which  a  thief  or  murderer  might 
chum,  and  is  commonly  given  them. 

^  To  manifcft  the  illegality  of  Chrifl's  trial,  let  the  following  par- 
ticulars be  heedfully  weighed. 
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1.  That  he  was  inhumanly  abufed,  both  in  words  and  aftions* 
before  the  court  met^  or  any  examination  was  taken  of  the  fad : 
6m:  asfoon  as  they  had  taken  him,  they  forthwith  bound  him,  and 
Je4  him  away  to  the  Higk-prieft's  houfe,  Luke  xxii.  54.  And  there 
they  that  held  him,  mocked  him,  fmote  him,  blind^fblded  himi  / 
ftmck  him  on  the  face,  and  bid/him  prophefy  who  fmote  him  \ 
and  many  other  things  blafphemoufly  fpake  they  againft  him,  ver. 
^3>  <$49  ^S*  How  illegal  and  barbarous  a  tiling  was  this  ?  When 
they  were  but  binding  Paul  with  thongs,  he  thought  himfelf  abufed 
contrary  to  law,  and  alked  the  qenturbn  that  ftood  by,  "  Is  it  law- 
<'  fill  for  you  to  icourge  a  man  that  is  a  Roman,  and  uncon- 
^  demned  ?"  q.  d.  Is  this  legal !  What,  punifh  a  man  firft,  and 
judge  him  afterwards  I  But  Chrift  was^not  only  bound,  but  horri- 
bly idxiifedby  them  all  that  night,  dealing  with  him  as  the  lords  of 
the  Philiftines  did  with  Sampfbn,  to  whom  it  was  fport  to  abufe 
him*  No  reft  had  Jefus  that  night ;  no  more  fleep  for  him  now 
in  this  world :  O  it  was  a  fad  night  to  him:  and  this  under  Caia-^ 
phases  own  roof. 

2.  As  he  was  inhumanly  abufed  before  he  was  tried,  {o  he  was 
examined  and  judged  by  a  court  that  had  no  authority  to  try  him. 
Luke  xxtL  66.  «  As  foon  as  it  was  day,  the  elders  of  the  people^ 
*^  and  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  fcribes  came  together,  and  led 
him  into  their  counfel/V  This  was  the  eccleftaJHcal  court,  the  great 
Sanhedrim,  which,  according  to  its  firft  conftitution,  fhould  coniift 
of  fevcnty  grave,  honourable,  and  learned  men  ;  to  whom  were  to 
be  referred  all  doubtful  matters,  too  hard  for  inferior  courts  to 
decide.  And  thcfe  were  to  judge  impartially  and  uprightly  for 
God,  as  men  in  whom  was  the  Spirit  of  God,  according  to  God*s 
counfel  to  Mofes,  Numb.  xi.  16,  &c.  In  this  court  the  righteous 
and  iiinocent  might  cxpeft  relief  and  proteftion.  And  that  is 
conceived  to  be  the  meaning  of  Chrift's  words,  Luke  xiii.  33.  « It 
«  cannot  be  that  a  prophet  periih  out  of  Jerufalem ;"  that  is,  there 
righteoufnefs  and  innocency  may  expeft  proteftion.  But  now, 
omtrary  to  the  firft  conftitution,  it  confifted  of  a  pack  of  mali- 
cious Scribes  and  Pharifees,  men  full  of  revenge,  malice,  and  all 
unrighteouinefs :  and  over  thefe  Caiaphas  (a  head  fit  for  fuch  a 
body)  at  this  time  jwefided.  And  though  there  was  ftill  fome  face 
of  a  court  among  them,  yet  their  power  was  fo  abridged  by  the 
Romans,  that  they  could  not  hear  and  determine,  judge  and  con- 
demn in  capital  matters,  as  forme^f ly.  For  as  *  Jofephus  their  own 
hifiorian  informs  us,  Herod  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  took 
away  this  power  firom  them  j  and  that  fcripture  feems  to  confirm 

Vol.  L  P  P 
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it,  John  xviii.  31.  "  It  is  not  lawful  for  us  to  put  any  man  to 
•«  death ;"  and  therefore  they  bring  him  to  Pilate's  bar. ,  He  alfe 
und^rftood  him  to  be  a  Galilean  ;  and  Herod  being  Tetrarch  of 
Galilee,  and  at  that  time  in  Jenifalem,  he  is  lent  to  him,  and  by 
him  remitted  to  Pilate. 

3.  As  he  was  at  firft  heard  and  judged  by  a  court  that  had  no 
authority  to  judge  him }  fo  when  he  flood  at  Pilate's  bar,  he  vas 
accufed  of  perverting  the  nation,  and  denying  tribute  to  Cadar, 
than  which  notliing  was  more  notorioufly  falfe.  For  as  all  his  doc- 
trine was  pure  and  heavenly,  and  malice  itfelf  could  not  £nd  a 
flaw  in  it  \  fo  he  was  always  obfervant  of  the  laws  under  which 
he  lived,  and  fcrupulous  of  giving  the  leaft  juft  oft'ence  to  thcdvi! 
powers.  Yea,  he  not  only  paid  the  tribute  himfelf  though  he 
might  have  pleaded  cxemptioft,  but  charged  it  upon  others  as 
their  duty  fo  to  do.  Mat.  xxii.  24.  "  Give  unto  Cadar  the  things 
<<  that  are  Cs&far's.  And  yet  with  fuch  palpable  untruths  b  Chnft 
<«  charged. 

4.  Yea,  and  what  is  more  abominable  and  unparalleled;  to 
compafs  tjieir  malicious  defigns,they  induftrioufly  labour  to  fubom 
iialfe  witnefles  to  take  away  his  hfe,  not  (ticking  at  the  groi* 
foft  perjury,  and  manifeft  injuftice,  fo  they  might  deftroy  him.  • 
So  you  read.  Mat.  xxvi.  59.  <*Now  the  chief  priefts  and  elders, 
«  and  all  the  council,  fought  falft^  witneiies  againft  Jefus  to  par 
*«  him  to  death."  Abominable  wickednefs!  for  fuch  men,  and 
fo  many,  to  ccmplot  to  ihed  the  blood  of  the  innocent,  by  known 
and  ftudied  perjury  !  What  will  not  malice  againft  Chriift  tranf- 
port  men  to  ? 

5.  Moreover,  the  carriage  of  the  court  was  moft  infelent  and 
bale  towards  him  during  the  trial:  for  whilfthe  ftood  before  them 
as  a  prifoner,  yet  uncondemned,  fometimes  they  are  angry  at 
him  for  his-filence ;  and  when  he  fpeaks,  and  that  perdnemly  to 
tlie  point,  they  finite  him  on  the  mouth  for  fpeaking,  and  fcofFat 
what  he  fpeaks*.  "  To  fome  of  their  light,  frivolous  and  ca- 
<«  fnaring  queftions,  he  is  iilent,  not  for  want  of  an  anfwer,  but 
«  becaufe  he  heard  nothing  worthy  of  one."  And  to  fulfil  what  the 
prophet  Ilaiah  had  long  before  predifted  of  him :  ««  He  was  op- 
**  prcflcd,  and  he  was  afflifted,  yet  he  opened  not  his  ipouth :  he 
**  is  bj-onglit  as  a  lamb  to  the  Daughter,  and  as  a  fheep  before  her 
"  ilu "uivrs  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth,"  Ifa.  liii.  7" 
As  alio  to  leave  us  a  precedent  when  to  fpeak,  and  when  to  be 
iilent,  when  wc  for  his  name  fake  {hall  be  brought  before  gover- 
nors :  for  fuch  reafons  as  thefe  he  fometimes  anfwers  not  arword, 

•   ^a  indignam  rrfponfo  judicat  mAni/eJIam  fclfiUitcm  ;  nfH  deftnfiua  defiMtti  /<• 

Vft  impleretur  prcphtta  9r<nuUm.     Par, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Serm.  XXIV/  The  Fountain  of  Life.  299 

and  dieu  they  are  ready  to  condenm  him  for  a  mute.  <*  Anfwereft 
"  thou  nothing  ?  (faith  the  high-pricft)  what  is, it  that  thefe  wit- 
"  nefs  againft  thee  ?*'  Mat.  xxvi.  62.  "  Hearcft  thou  not  how 
"  many  things  they  witnefs  againfl  thee  ?"  faith  Pilate,  Mat. 
xxvii.  13.  '  • 

And  when  he  makes  his  defence .  in  words  of  truth  and  foher* 
nefs,  they  fmite  him  for  fpeaking,  John  xviii.  22.  "  And  when  he 
"  had  thus  fpoken,  one*  of  the  oflicers  which  flood  by,  ftruck 
^'  Jefus  with  the  palm  of  his  hand,  faying,  anfwereft  thou  the 
♦'  high-prieft  fo  ?"  And  what  had  he  fpoken  to  exafperate  them  ? 
Had  he  ipoken  impertinently  ?  Not  at  all;  yf\\3X  he  faid  was  but 
this,  when  they  would  have  had  him  enfnare  himfelf  with  his  own 
lips :  "  Jefus  anfwered,  I  fpake  openly  in  the  \iforld,  I  ever  taught 
"  in  the  fynagogue,  and  in  the  temple,  wliitlier  the  Jews  always 
"  refort,  and  in  fecret  have  I  faid  nothing.  Why  aflccft  thou  me  ? 
"  Aik  them  that  heard  me,  behold  they  know  what  I  faid  :'^  q.  d, 
I  am  not  obliged  to  accufe  and  enfnare  myfelf,  but,  you  ought  to 
^TOz^Qfificiifidum  ailegaia  et  probata y  according  to  what  is  aUedged 
and  proved.  Did  he  defer  ve  a  blow  on  his  mouth  for  this  ?  O 
who  but  himfelf  could  have  fo  patiently  digefled  fucli  abufes  I 
Under  all  this  he  ftands  in  perfect  innocency  and  patience,  making 
no  other  return  to  that  wretch  that  fmotc  him,  but  this,  "  If  I 
^*  have  ipoken  evil,  bear  \yitncls  of  the  evil :  but  if  ,well,  why 
"  fmiteft  thou  me  ?'* 

6.  Laftly,  To  inftanqe  in  no  more :  he  is  condemned  to  die  by 
that  very  mouth  which  had  once  and  again  profefled  he  found  no 
iault  in  him.  He  l\ad  heard  all  that  could  be  aUedged  againi^ 
him,  and  faw  it  was  a  perfect  piece  of  malice  and  envy.  When 
they  urge  Pilate  to  proceed  to  fentence  him  \  why,  faith  he,  what 
evil  hath  he  done?"^Mat.  xxvii.  23.  Nay,  in  the  preface  to  the 
very  f«ntence  itfclf,  he  acknowledges  him  to  bfe  a  juft  perfon.  Mat. 
xxvii.  24.  "  When  Pilate  faw  he  could  prevail  nothing,  but  that 
"  rather  a  tumult  was  made,  he  took  water,  and  wafhed  his 
"  hands  before  the  multitude,  and  faid,  I  am  innocent  of  the 
"  blood  of  this  juft  perfon,  fee  ye  to  it."  Here  the  innocency  of" 
Chrift  brake  out  like  the  fun  wading  out  of  a  cloud,  convincing  the 
conicience  of  his  judge  that  lie  was  juft  ;  and  yet  he  muft  give  fen- 
tence on  him,  for  all  that,  to  pleafe  the  people. 

Inference  i.  Was  Chrift  thus  ufed  when  he  ftood  before  the 
great  council,  the  fcribes  and  elders  of  Ifrael  ?  Then  furcly 
"  great  men  are  not  always  wife,  neither  do  the  aged  underftand 
"  judgment,"  Jobxxxii.  9.  Here  were  many  great  men,  many 
aged  men,  many  politic  men  in  council;  but  not  one  wife  or  good 
man  among  them.  In  this  council  were  men  of  parts  and  learn- 
ing, men  of  great  abilities^  and  by  fo  much  the  more  pernicious^ 
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and  able  to  do  milchkfi  Wicfccdncfs  in  a  great  or  learned  man, 
is  like  poifon  given  in  winei  the  more  operative  and  deadly. 
ChrlfVs  greateft  enemies  were  fuch  as  thefc.  Heathen  Mate 
had  more  pity  for  him  t\i3Xi  fuperflittous  Cdaphas.  Luther  tells  us, 
that  his  greateft  adverfaries  did  not  rife  out  of  the  ale-faoufes  or 
brothel-houfes,  but  out  of  monqfteriesy  convents^  and  reKghus  houfes. 

Inf.  2,  fiencc  alfo  we  learn.  That  though  we  are  not  oUiged  t9 
anpiuer  every  captious^  id/e,  or  enfnaring  que/Hon^  yet  we  are  hound 
faithfully  to  own  and  confefs  the  truth,  when  we  are  felemniy  called 
thereto. 

It  is  true,  Chrift  was  ibmettmes  filent,  and  as  a  deaf  man  that 
heard  not  \  but  when  the  queftion  was  fokmnly  put,  «  Art  tbon 
«  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  blcfled  ?  Jefiis  faid',  I  am,**  Mat.  xir. 
6 1,  62.  He  knew  that  anfwer  would  coft  his  life,  and  yet  he 
durft  not  deny  it.  On  this  account  the  apoftle  faith, -«  he  t^nt- 
*'  nefied  a  good  confeiEon  before  Pontius  Pilate,"  1  Tim.  vi.  13. 
Herein  Chrift  hath  ruled  out  the  way  of  our  duty,  and  by  his  own 
example,  as  well  as  precept,  obliged  us  to  a  finccre  confcffion  of 
him,  and  his  truth,  when  we  arc  r^jquired  lawfully  .fo  to  do,  i.  c. 
when  ^e  are  before  a  lawful  magiftrate,  and  the  queftions  arc  not 
curious  or  captious;  when  we  cannot  hold  our  peace,  but  our 
filence  will  be  interprctativdy  a  denying  of  the -troth;  finally, 
when  the  glory  of  God,  honour  of  his  truth,  and  edification  of 
others,  arc  more  attainable  by  our  open  confeffiott,  than  they  can 
be  by  bur^ijlence  \  then  muft  we  with  Clu-ift,  gtve  dircft,  phiiij 
fincere  anfwers. 

It  was  the  old  Prifcillian  error,  to  allow  men  to  deny  or  dif- 
femble  their  profeffion,  when  an  open  confeflion  would  infer  dan- 
ger. But  you  know  what  Clirift  hath  faid,  Mat.  x.  33.  "  Who- 
«  foever  fliall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  deny  before  my 
«  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  Chrift  will  repay  Him  in  hrs  ovn 
coin.  It  was  a  noble  faying  of  courageous  *  Zuinglius,  «  What 
*'  deaths  would  I  not  chufe  ?  What  puniftiment  would  I  not  un- 
**  dergo  ?  Yea,  into  what  vault  of  hell  would  I  not  rather  chuft  to 
«'  be  thrown,  than  to  witneft  againft  rtiy  confcience  ?**  Truth  can 
never  be  bought  too  dear^  nor  fold  cheap.  The  Lord  Jefus,  you 
fee,  owns  truth  with  the  imminent  and  inft&it  hazard  of  his  Hfr. 
The  whole  Cloud  of  witneffes  have  followed  htm  therein,  Rev. 
xiv.  1.  We  ourfelves  once  openly  owned  the  ways  of  fin;  and 
Ihall  we  not  «^o  as  much  for  Chrift,  as  we  then  did  for  the  devil  i 
Did  we  then  glory  m  our  fliame,  and  Ihal!  we  irow  be  aftiamed  of 
our  glory?  Do  not  ^e  hope  Chrift  will  own  us  at  the  great  day  ? 

•   ^as  nen  ofiortet  mdrin  fraUgeref  ^ful  noti  fttpptteium  fdHutfern?  Tmc  im  jmgm 
frvtuttJem  infenU  thyffuin  n9n  intrsre^  junm  C9Hint  etrftikmiiam  o/t^fwtT .   Zmn^. 
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Why)  if  we  confers  him^  he  alfo  win  confcfs  us.  O  think  oi)  the 
rcafonablcncfi  of  this  duty. 

Inf.  3.  Once  more,  hence  it  follows.  That  to  btar  the  revUingr^ 
cmtradi^ionSf  and  ahufis  cf  nien^  with  a  lueeh^  cotnpofed^  and  even 
fpirity  is  excellent  and  Chrik'4ike.  He  ftood  before  them  as  a  lamb; 
he  rendered  not  railing  for  ruling;  he  endured  the  contradictions 
of  finners  againft  himielf.  Imitate  Chrift  in  his  meeknels.  Ite 
calls  you  fo  to  do,  Mat.  xi.  28.  This  will  be  convincmg  to  yo6r 
enemies,  comfortable  to  yourfclves,  and  honourable  to  religion : 
and  as  for  your  innocency,  God  will  clear  it  up  as  Chrift's  was.    • 

You  have  heard  the  illegal  trial  of  Chrift,  how  infolently  it  w» 
managed  againft  him ;  well,  right  or  wrong,  innocent  t)r  guilty, 
hb  blood  is  refolved  upon;  it  is  bought  and  fold  before-hand)  and 
if  nothing  elfe  will  do  it,  menaces  and  clamours  fhall  conftrain 
Pilate  to  condemn  him.     Whence  our  fecond  note  was, 

Doft.  2.  That  thot/gh  nothing  could  be  proved  againft  our  Lord 
JeJiiS  Chrift  worthy  of  death  or  ofbofids;  yet  was  he  condemned 
io  bt  nailed  to  the  crofsy  and  there  to  hang  till  he  died*  / 

For  the  explication  of  this,  I  fhall  open  the  following  particulars. 
Firftf  Who  gave  the  fentence.  Secondly,  Upon  whom  it  was  given. 
Thirdly,  What  fentence  it  was  that  was  given.  Fourthly,  Ih  what 
manner  Chrift  received  it. 

Firft,  Who,  and  what  was  he,  that  durft  attempt  fuch^  thing 
as  tlm  ?  Why,  this  was  Pilate,  who  fuccecded  Valerius  Gratus  in 
the  prefidentfhip  of  Judea,  (as  *  Jofephus  tells  us)  in  which  tnift 
he  continued  about  ten  years.  This  cruel,  curfed  aft  of  his  againft 
Chrift  was  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  government.  Two  years  after, 
he  was  removed  from  his  place  and  ofiice  by  Vitellius,  prefident 
of  Syria,  for  his  inhuman  murdering  of  the  innocent  Samaritans. 
This  ncceffitated  him  to  go  to  Rome  to  clear  himfelf  before 
Caeiar;  but  before  he  came  to  Rome,  Tiberius  was  dead,  an(l 
Caius  in  his  room.  Under  him,  faith  f  Eufcbius,  Pilate  killed  him- 
felf. J  «<  He  was  a  man  not  very  friendly  or  benevolent  to  the 
**  JewUh  nation,  but  ftill  fufpicious  of  their  rebellions  and  infur- 
*•  regions ;  this  jealous  humour  the  priefts  and  fcribes  obferved, 
**  and  wrought  upon  it  to  .compafe  their  defign  againft  Chrift.** 
Therefore  they  tell  him  fo  often  of  Chrift*s  fedition,  and  ftirring 
up  Jht  people;  and  that  if  he  let  him  go,  he  is  none  of  Csefar*s 

*  Joftrplnis,  Hb.  x8.  Ant.  Jnd««,  qtiarto  ad  cap.  7. 
t  Eufeb.  Hift.  Ecdef.  lib.  1.  cap.  7. 

rrgm  C^arems  hmt*  fmtmtt  fadrddtf  tmwudttmfwt  tpfirum  fr^pftio^  Ac     Bocer.  i^ 
Mat  xztii. 
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friends ;  'which  very  confideration  prevailed  with  him  to  do  wliat 
he  did.  But  how  durft  he  attempt  fuch  a  wickedneis  as  this, 
though  he  had  ftood  ill  in  the  opinion  of  Caefar  ?  What !  give  judg-  • 
ment  a^ainft  the  Son  of  God?  for  it  is  evident,  by  many  circum- 
ftances  m  this  trial,  that  he  had  many  inward  fears  and  convictions 
upon  him,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God:}: :  By  thefe  he  was  feared,  and 
fought  to  releafe  him,  John  xix.  8,  1 2.  the  fear  of  a  Deity  fell 
upon  him ;  his  mind  was  greatly  perplexed,  and  dubious  about 
this  prifoner,  whether  he  was  a  God  or  a  man.  And  yet  the  fear 
of  Ckfar  prevailed  more  than  the  fear  of  a  Deity  j  he  proceeds  to 
give  fentence. 

O  Pilate !  thou  waft  not  afraid  to  judge  and  fentence  an  inDO- 
cent,  a  known  innocent,  and  one  whom  thou  thyfelf  fufpefteft 
at  leaft  to  be  more  than  man !  But  fee  in  this  predominancy  of 
lelf-intercft,  what  man  will  attempt,  and  perpetrate,  to  fecurc 
and  accommodate  felf. 

Secondly  J  Againft  whom  doth  Pilate  givfe  fentence  ?  againft  a 
malefaftor  ?  No,  his  own  mouth  once  and  again  acknowledged 
him  innocent,  Againft  a  common  prifoner  ?  No,  but  one  whofe 
fame  no  doubt  had  often  reached  Pilate's  ears,  even  the  wonder- 
ful things  wrought  by  him,  wliich  noiic  but  God  could  do !  one 
that  ftood  before  him  as  the  pifture,  or  rather  as  the  body,  of  in- 
nocency  and  mcekncfs.  Ye  have  condemned  and  killed  the  jufr, 
and  he  refifteth  you  not,  Jam.  v.  6.  Now  was  that  word  made 
good,  Pfal.  xciv.  2i.  "  They  gather  themfelves  together  againft 
•*  the  foul  of  the  righteous,  and  condemn  the  innocent  blood.*' 

Thirdly^  But  what  was  the  fentence  that  Pilate  gave  ?  We  have 
it  not  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  delivered  :  but  the  fum  of  it  was, 
^  that  it  fhould  be  as  they  required.  Now  what  did  they  require? 
why,  crucify  him,  crucif}'  hun.  So  that  in  what  formalities  foe\cr 
it  was  delivered,  this  was  the  fubftance  and  effcft  of  it,  ladjuiige 
Jefus  of  Nazareth  to  he  nailed  to  the  crofs^  and  there  to  hang  till  he  he 
dead.     Wliich  fentei\ce  againft  Clirift  was, 

I.  A  mojl  unjxtjl  and  unrighteous fentenCe :  the  greateft  perverfion 
of  judgment  and  equity  that  was  ev;;r  known  to  the  civilized  world, 
fince  feats  of  judicature  were  firft  fet  up.  What!  to  condemn 
him  before  one  accuiation  was  proved  againft  him?  And  if  wLat 
they  accufed  him  of  (that  he  faid  he  was  the  Son  of  God)  had  been 
proved,  it  had  been  no  crime,  for  he  really  was  fo ;  and  therefore 
no  blafphemy  in  him  to  fay  he  was.  Pilate  fliould  rather  have 
come  down  from  his  feat  of  judgment,  and  adored  liim,  than  fat 

*  Having  heard  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  his  mind  was  fmittcn  i»Hth  a  rf- 
ligious  awe;  and  being  ft  ruck  with  the  fear  of  a  Deity,  he  was  perplexed  and  in 
lufpiiiife^  ihin^ing  hiniiclf  in  prefent  danger,  as  at  the  briuk  of  a  pit.     Msrhr,  m 
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.there  to  jutjge  him*     O  it  was  the  higheft  piece  of  injuftice  that 
ever  our'  ears  heard  of ! 

2.  As  it  was  an  unrighteous,  fo  it  was  a  crtulfentence^  delivering 
.  up  Chrift  to  their  wills.     This  was  that  mifery  which  David  fo 

earneftly  deprecated,  Pfal.  xxvii.  12.  "  O  deliver  me  not  over  to 
"  the  will  of  mme  enemies."  But  Pilate  delivers  Chrift  over  to 
the  will  of  his  enemies,  men  full  of  enmity,  rage,  aiid  malice, 
whofe  greateft  pleafure  it  was  to  glut  thenifelves  with  his  blood, 
and  to  fatiate  their  revengeful  hearts  with  fuch  a  fpe£lacle  of  mifery. 
For  lo,  as  foon  as  thefe  wolves  had  gripped  their  prey,  they  were 
not  fatisfied  witK  that  curfed,  cruel,  and  ignominious  death  of  the 
crofs,  to  which  Pilate  had  adjudged  him,  but  they  are  refolvcd  lie 
ihall  die  over  and  over ;  they  will  contrive  many  deaths  in  one  : 
now  they  fay  as  a  tyrant  did  once,  monatur^  ut  fentiat  fe  mors; 
"  let  him  die,  fo  as  he  may  feel  himfelf  to  die."  To  this  end 
they  prefently  ftrip  him  naked;  fcourge  him  cruelly;  array  him  in 
icarlet,  and  mock  him ;  crown  him  with  a  bufh  of  plaited  thorns  ; 
fiaften  that  crown  upon  his  head  by  a  blow  with  a  cane,  which  fet 
them  deep  into  his  facred  temples ;  fceptered  him  with  a  reed, 
fpat  in  his  face,  ftript  off  his  mock-robes  again;  put  the  crofi  upon 
his  back,  and  compelled  him  to  bear  it.  All  this,  and  much 
more,  they  exprefs  their  cruelty  by,  as  foon  as  they  had  him  de- 
livered over  to  their  will.     So  that  this  was  a  cruel  fentence. 

3.  As  It  was  a  cruel,  fo  it  was  a  ra/b  and  hafty  fentence.  The 
Jews  are  all  in  hafte ;  confulting  all  night,  and  early  up  by  the 
bieak  of  day  in  the  morning,  to  get  him  to  his  trial.  They  fpur 
on  Pilate,  with  all  arguments  they  can,  to  give  fentence.  His  trial 
took  up  but,  one  morning,  and  a  great  part  of  that  was  {pent  in 
fending  him  from  Caiaphas  to  Pilate,  and  from  Pilate  to  Herod, 
and  then  back  again  to  Pilate ;  fo  that  it  was  a  hafty  and  headlong 
fentence  that  Pilate  gave.  He  did  not  fift  and  examine  the  matter, 
bat  handles  it  very  flightly.  The  trial  of  many  a  mean  man  hatli 
taken  up  ten  times  more  debates  and  time  than  was  fpent  about 
Chrift.  «  *  They  that  look  but  flightly  into  the  caufe,  eafily  pro- 
<<  nounce  and  give  fentence."  But  that  which  was  then  done  in 
h^fte,  they  have  had  time  enough  to  repent  for  fince. 

4.  As  it  was  a  raih  apd  hafty,  fo  it  was  an  extorted,  forced fen^ 
tence\.  They  fqueeze  it  out  of  Pilate  by  mere  clamour,  importu- 
nity, and  fiiggeftions  of  danger.  In  courts  of  judicature,  fuch 
arguments  fhould  fignify  but  little ;  not  importunity,  but  proof, 
ihould  carry  it:  but  timorous  Pilate  bends  like  a  willow  at  this 

s  '        ■      ' 

*   J^«r/  ad  pauea  refpidaniy  facile  pr*munciaHty 

t  By  menaces  they  extort  from  him  the  condemnation  of  Chrift.     Cal'ohu 
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breaith  of  thf  peopk  :  he  had  neither  fuch  a  fenfe  of  jaftkej  nxx 
fpnt  of  courage,  as  to  withftand  it. 

5»  As  it  was  an  extorted,  fo  it  was  an  hypocritical  fentencCj  maik- 
leg  horrid  murder  under  a  pretence  and  formality  of  law.  It  muft 
look  like  a  legal  procedure  to  palliate  the  bufinefs.  Loth  he  was 
to  condemn  him,  left  innocent  blood  fhould  clamour  in  his  con- 
(cience  \  but  ijjice  he  muft  do  it,  he  will  transfer  the  guilt  upon 
them,  and  they  take  it ;  <<  his  blood  be  on  us,  and  on  our  diildren 
«  for  ever/'  fay  they*  Pilate  calls  for  water,  waihes  hb  hai^^ 
before  them,  and  tells  them,  '<  I  am  free  from  the  blood  of  this 
^  juft  «perfon."  But  ftay  \  free  from  his  bloodj-  and  yet  condemn 
SI  known  innocent  perfon?  Free  from  his  blood,  becaufe  he  wafh* 
ed  Ins  hands  in  water  ?  No,  no,  he  could  never  be  free,  except 
his  foul  had  been  waihed  in  that  Uood  he  fhed.  O  the^hypocrify 
of  Pilate!  Such  juggling  as  this  will  not  ferve  his  turn,  when  he 
ftiall  ftand  as  a  prii^her  before  him»  who  now  ftood  arraigned  at 
lusbar. 

6*  And  lafily.  As  it  was  an  hypocritical,  {o  it  was  an  unrevoked 
fisntence :  it  admitted  not  of  a  reprieve,  no,  not  for  a  day ;  nor 
doth  Chrift  appeal  to  any  other  judicature,  or  once  defire  the  leaft 
delay;  but  away  he  is  Imrried  in  lufte  to  the  executbn.  Blufli, 
O  ye  heavens},  and  tremble,  O  earth  !  at  fuch  a  fentence  as  this ! 
Now  is  Chrift  dead  in  law ;  now  he  knows  whither  he  muft  be 
carried,  and  that  prefently.  His  foul  and  body  muft  fed  that,  the 
very  fight  of  which  put  him  into  an  agony  but  the  night  before. 

Fourthly^  and  laftly.  In  what  manner  did  Chrift  receive  this  cruel 
and  unrighteous  fentence?  He  received  it  like  himfelf,  with  ad^ 
mirable  meekneis  and  patience.  He  doth  as  it  were  wrap  himfeif 
up  in  his  own  innocency,  and  obedience  to  his  Father*s  wilU  vkI 
ftands  at  the  bar  with  invincible  patience,  and  iheek  fubmiffioo. 
He  doth  not  at  once  defire  the  judge  to  defer  the  fentence,  much 
lefs  fill!  down  and  beg  for  his  life,  as  oth^r  prifoners  uie^to  io  at 
fuch  times.  No,  but  as  a  fheep  he  goes  to  the  {laughter,  not 
opening  his  mouth.  Some  apply  that  expreflion  to  Chrift,  Jam- 
V.  6.  <<  Ye  have  condemned  and  killed  the  Juft,  and  he  refifteth 
"  you  not."  From  the  time  that  Pilate  gave  fentence,  tiUhc  was 
nailed  to  the  extols,  we  do  not  read  that  ever  he  faid  any  thing, 
fave  only  to  the  women  that  followed  him  out  of  the  dty  to  Gol- 
gotha :  and  what  he  faid  there,  rather  manifefted  his  pity  tothem^ 
than  any  difcontent  at  what  was  now  come  upon  him ;  <<  Dan^^ 
<<  ters  of  Jcrufalcm,  (faith  he)  weep  not  for  me,  but  wcq)  (or 
«  yourfclves,  and  for  your  children,"  Luke  xxiii.  28,  ^c.  Othc 
pcrfcft  patience  and  mecknefs  of  Chrift.  The  inferences  from 
^ence  are; 
Jnftnnei  I .  Do  you  fee  what  was  here  done  againft  Chrift,  under 
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pretence  of  law  ?  What  ca$tfe  have  tve  to  pray  for  good  laws^  ani. 
righteous  executioners  of  them  r 

01  It  IB  a  fingular  mercj  to  lii^  under  good  laws,  which  pro-*' 
tcAthe  innocent  from  injury.  Laws  are  hedges  about  our  lives^ 
liberties,  'eftates,  and  all  the  comforts  we  enjoy  in  this  world. 
Times  will  be  evil  enough,  when  iniquity  is  not  dlfcountenanced  and. 
punifhed  by  law ;  but  how  evil  are  thofe  times  like  to  prove  when 
iniquity  is  eflabl^ei  by  lanv  /  As  the  Pfalmift  complauis,  Pfal.  xdv* 
20.  ,  «  It  was  the  compl^t  of  Pliny  to  Trajan,  that  whereas 
«  crimes  were  wont  to  be  the  burden  of  the  age,  now  laws  were  ibj 
*<  and  that  he  feared  the  commonwealth  which  was  eftablifhed, 
«  would  be  fubverted  by  laws*."  It  is  not  likely  that  virtue  will 
much  flourifh,  when  <<judgmentfprings  up  as  hemlock  in  the  fur- 
rows of  the  field,"  Hof.  x.  4.  How  much  therefore  is  it  our  con«- 
cemment  to  pray,  that  <<  judgn^ent  may  run  down  as  a  mighty 
(<  ftream?"  Amos^v.  24.  <<  That  our  officers  may  be  peace,  ana 
«  our  exadlors  righteoufnefs  ?"  Ifa.  Ix.  17.  It  was  not  therefore 
swithout  great  reafon,  that  the  apoftle  exhorted,  that  «  fupplicai- 
<•  tions,  prayers,  mtercefiions,  and  giving  of  tl^uiks  be  made  for 
»«  all  men  \  for  kings,  and  all  that  are  in  authority,  that  we  mar 
«<  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty,  * 
I  Tim*  ii.  i»  2.  Great  is  the  intereft  of  the  church  of  God  in 
them  \  they  are  inftruments  of  much  good  or  much  evil. 

Inf  2.  Was  Chrift  condemned  in  a  court  of  judicature  ?  Hov^ 
evident  then  is  it,  that  there  is  a  judgment  to  come  after  this  life?  Sure- 
ly things  will  not  be  always  carried  as  they  are  in  this  world.  When 
you  fee  Jefus  condemned,  and  Barabbas  releafed,  conclude,  that  % 
time  vnll  come  when  innocency  fhall  be  vindicated,  and  wicked- 
ness fhamed.  On  this  very  ground,  Solomon  concludes,  and  very 
rationally,  that  God  will  call  over  things  hereafter  at  a  more  riglv- 
teous  tribunal :  "  And  moreover,  I  faw  under  the  fun  the  place  of 
<<  judgment,  that  wickednefs  was  there ;  and  the  place  of  righte- 
«  oufnefs,  that  iniquity  was  there.  I  faid  in  my  heart,  God  fliall 
*<  judge  the  righteous,  and  the  wicked  :  for  there  is  a  time  there 
"  for  every  purpofe  and  for  every  work,"  Ecclef.  iii.  16,  17. 
Some  indeed,  on  this  ground,  have  denied  the  divine  providence  \ 
but  Solomon  draws  a  quite  contrary  conclufion,  God  Jhall  judge : 
Surely,  he  will  take  the  matter  into  his  own  hand,  he  will  bring 
forth  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  people  as  the  light,  and  their  juft 
dealing  as  the  noon-day.  It  is  a  mercy,  if  we  be  wronged  in  one 
court,  that  we  can  appeal  to  another,  where  we  fhall  be  fure  to  be 
relieved  by  a  juft  impartial  Judge.  "  Be  patient  therefore,  my 
Vol.  I.  Qjl 

•   Olim  erimh^uiyjam  ttgitui  lahtrohrs  H  metueiufmm  efi^  ne  refinbGcA  fmtiata^  fit 
t^gUus  evirfa.    Plin;  ftd  Traj»fu 
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«  hrethrtn  (faith  the  apoftlc)  until  the  coming  of  the  Lord,** 
James  v.  d,  7,  8. 

Inf  3.  Again,  here, you  fee  hwv  confcknce.  may  he  over^horn  and 
run  demm  by  afttply  intereft.  Pilate's  confcience  bid  him  beware, 
smd  forbear ;  his.  intereft  Did  him  aft :  his  fear  of  Caefar  'W'as  more 
than  the  fear  of  God.  But  O  !  what  a  dreadful  thing  is  it  bx 
<ionfciepce  to  be  enfnared  by  the  fcai%  of  man  ?  Prov.  xxix.  2j. 
Tb  guard  thy  foul,  reader,  againft  this  mifchief,  let  fiich  confide- 
rations  as  thefc  be  ever  with  thee.    - 

'  1.  Confider  how  dear  thofe  profits,  or  pleafures  coft,  which 
Ve  purchafed  with  the  lofs  of  inward  peace  !  There  is  nothing  in 
this  world  good  enough  to  recompenfe  fuch  a  lofs,  or  ballance  the 
mifery  of  a  tormenting  confcience.  If  you  violate  it,  and  proftitutc 
it  for  a  flefhly  luft,  it  will  rcmemhei'  the  injury  you  did  it  many 
years  after ;  Gen.  xlii.  21.  Job  xiii.  26.  It  will  not  only  retain 
the  memory  of  wh^t  you  did,  but  Jt  \nA  accufe  you  for  it  5  Mat. 
xxvii.  4,  It  will  not  fbar  to  tell  you  that  plainly,  which  others 
dare  not  whif^er.  It  will  not  only  accufe,  but  it  will  aUb  amdemn 
you  for  what  you  have  done.  This  condemning  voice  of  confcience 
is  a  very  terrible  voice. 

You  may  fee  the  horror  of  it  In  Cain,  the  vigour  of  it  in  Judas, 
flie  doleful  efftBs  of  it  in  Spira.     It  will,  from  all  thefc  its  offices, 

f>rQ4uQe  fhame^  far,  and  aefpatry  if  God  give  not  repentance  to 
ife.  .  The  ffitme  it  works  willfo  confound  you,  that  yon  will  not 
be  able  to  look  up  5  Job  xxxi.  14.  Pfal.  i.  5.  The^^^r  it  works 
will  n^ake  you  wilh  for  a  hole  in  the  rocl^  to  hide  you ;  Ifiu  ii.  9, 
10,  15,  19.  And  its  dejpairh  a  death-pang.  The  cutting  off  of 
hope,  is  the  ^cateft  cut  in  the  world.  O !  Vrho  can  ftahd  under 
fuch  a  load  as  this  ?  Prov.  xvii.   14. 

2.  Confider  the  nature  of  your  prefent  afljons ;  they  arc  ftcd 
fownfor^  eternity,  and  will  luring  up  again  in  fiiit^ble  cffefts,  re- 
wards, and  punilhments,  when  you  that  did  them  arc  turned  to 
duft.  Gal.  vi.  7.  "  What  a  man  fows,  that  Ihall  he  reap:*'  And 
as  fure  as  ihe  harvcft  follows  the  feed  time,  fo  fin-e  fhall  fhame, 
fear,  and  horror,  follow  fin,  Dan.  xii.  2.  What  Zeuxis,  the  fa- 
mous limner,  faid  of  his  work,  may  much  more  truly  be  faid  of 
ours,  atermtaii  pingOj  I  paint  for  eternity,  faid  he,  when  one  aik- 
cd  him  why  he  was  fo  curious  in  his  work.  Ah  !  how  bitter  will 
thofe  tilings  be  \x\  the  account  and  reckoning,  which  were  pleafant 
in  the  afting  and  committing  ?  Jt  is  true;  our  aftions,  phjrfically 
confidered,  are  tranfient  5  how  foon  is  a  word  or  aftion  fpokcn  or 
clone,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it  ?  But  morally  confidered,  they  are 
permanent,  being  put  upon  God*6  book  of  account.  O  !  therefore 
take  heed  what  you  do ;  fo  fpeakj  and  fo  a^t,  as  they  that  muft  give 
an  account. 
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3,  Confider,  how  by  thefc  things  men  do  but  prepare  for  their 
own  torment  in  a  dying  hour.  There  is  bitternefs  enough  in 
death,  you  need  not  add  more  gall  and  wormwood  to  increafe  the . 
bitternefs  of  it.  What  is  the  violencing  and  wounding  of  coni- 
fcience  now,  but  the  flicking  fo  many  pins  or  needles  in  your  death- 
bed, againfl  you  come  to  lie  down  on  it  ?  This  makes  death  bitter 
indeed.  How  many  have  wifhed  in  a  dying  hour,  they  had  rather 
lived  poor  and  low  all  their  days,  than  to  have  flrained  their  con- 
fciences  for  the  world  i  Ah !  how  is  tlie  fate  and  afpeA  of  thifigt 
altered  in  fuch  an  hour. 

•No  fuch  confiderations  «  thefe  had  any  place  in  Pilate's  heart; 
for  if  fo,  he  would  never  have  been  courted^  or  feared  in  fuch  an 
a£t  as  this. 

Inf.  4.  Did  Chrifl  fland  arraigned  and  condemned  at  Pilate^s 
bar  ?  Then  the  believer  fball  never  he  arraigned  and  condemned  at 
God*s  bar.  This  fentence  that  Pilate  pronounced  on  Chrifl,  gives 
evidence  that  God  will  never  pronounce  fentence  againfl  fuch:  for 
had  he  intended  to  have  arraigned  them,  he  would  never  have  fuf- 
feredChrif):,  their  furety>to  be  arraigned  and  condenined  for  them. 
Chrifl  flood  at  this  time  before  a  higher  judge  than  Pilate.;  he  flood 
at  God's  bar  as  well  as  his.  Pilate  did  but  that  which  God's  own 
hand  and  counfel  had  before  determined  to  be  done,  and  what 
God  himfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  did ;  though  God  did  it  juflly  and 
holily,  dealing  with  Chriil  as  a  creditor  with  a  furety ;  Pilate  mofl 
wickedly  and  bafely,  dealing  with  Chrift  as  a  corrupt  judge,  that 
fhed  the  blood  of  a  known  innocent  to  pacify  the  people.  But  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  out  of  Iiis  condemnation  flows  our  juflification  :  and 
h^d  not  fentence  been  given  agkinfl  him,  it  mufl  have  been  given 
againfl  us. 

O  what  a  melting  confideration  is  this  !  that  out  of  his  agony 
comes  our  viftory ;  out  of  his  condemnatbn,  our  juflification  ;  out 
of  his  pain,  oiu-  cafe  5  out  of  his  flripes,  our  healing :  out  of  Ws 
gall  «md  vinegar,  our  honey  \  out  of  his  curfe,  our  bleffing  ;  out 
of  his  crown  of  thortis,  our  crown  of  glory ;  out  of  his  death,  dur 
life :  if  he  could  not  be  releafed,  it  was  that  you  might.  If  Pilate 
gave  fentence  againfl  him,  it  was  that  the  great  God  might  never 
give  fentence  againfl  you.  If  he  yielded  that  ^it  fhould  be  with 
Chrifl  as  they  required,  it  was  that  it  might  be  with  our-fouls  as 
well  as  we  can  defire.     And  therefore^ 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gifim 
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Christ's  memorable  Addrefs  to  the  Daughters  of  Jerufalemi  in 
bis  Way  to  the  Place  of  his  Execution. 

Luke  xxlii.  77,  28,  &c. 

And  then  followed  htm  a  great  company  (yf  p^l^j  and  of  women^ 
ivhich  a^o  bewailed  and  lamented  him.  But  yejtss  turning  unto 
them^  faidj  Daughters  of  Jerufalemv^eep  not  for  y/i^,  butwepfir 
yourfelves^  and  far  your  cbmren. 

THE  fentence  of  death  OQce  given  againft  Chrift,  the  execution 
quickly  foUpws.  Away  they  lead  bim  £rom  Gabbatha  to 
Golgotha,  longing  as  much  to  be  nailing  him  to  the  crois,  and 
feeding  their  eyes  with  his  torments,  as  the  eagle  doth  to  be  tear- 
ing the  flc£h|  and  drinking  the  blood  of  that  lamb  ihe  hath  feized 
in  her  talons,  and  is  carrying  away  to  the  top  of  fome  rbck  to  de- 
vour. 

The  Evangelift  here  obferves  a  memorable  pafiage  that  fell  out 
in  their  way  to  the  place  of  execution ;  and  that  is,  the  lamentar 
tions  and  wailing  of  fome  that  followed  him  out  of  the  city»  who 
cxpreflcd  their  pity  and  forrow  for  him  moft  tenderly  and  com' 
paffionately:  all  hearts  were  not  hard,  all  eyes  were  not  dry. 
<<  There  followed  him  a  great  company  of  people^  and  of  wdtaien, 
<f  which  alfp  bewailed  and  lamented  bun,"  &c. 

In  this  paragraph  we  have  two  parts,  viz,  the  lamentation  of 
the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  for  Chrift,  and  Chrift's  reply  to  them, 

J.  The  lamentation  of  the  daughters  of  Jerulalem  for  Chrift* 
Concerning  them,  we  briefly  enquire  who  they  were^  and  why 
they  mourned. 

( I.)  Who  they  were  ?  The  text  calls  them  «'  *  daughters,  i.  c. 
«  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  j  for  it' is  .a  Hebraifm;  as  daughiirscf 
•<  Zion^  daughters  of  IJraeW^  And  it  is  like  the  grcatcft  part  of 
them  were  women  \  and  there,  were  many  of  them,  a  troop  of 
mourners,  that  followed  Chrift  out  of  the  city  towards  the  place 
of  his  execution,  with  lamentations  and  wailings. 

(2.)  What  the  principle,  or  ground  of  thcfe  their  lamentatiops 
was,  is  not  agreed  .by  thofe  that  have  pondered  the  ftory.  f  Some 
«re  of  opmion  their  tears  and  lamentations  were  but  the  effeAs  abd 
fruits  of  their  more  tender  and  ingenuous  natures,  which  were 

'  II  II  ■  I ■■■  II  ■! ■  mm  ■  iiwi^^^— I 

*  e^Wtfi^  IfpMTaXnp,    t.  «.  mulieres  Hitrrfolymtattt :   Hebrailixitt«:  tt  fiia 
TJioms,     Pifcat,  in  loc. 
t  Mr  AathoDj  Burgcf»>  Spiritual  refining,  p.  1:^ 
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Boved  and  melted  with  fo  tragical  and  fad  a  fpeAacIe  as  was  now 
befiDtre  them.  It  is  well  obferved  by  a  *  judicious  author,  ^  That 
«  the  tragical  ftory  of  fome  great  and  noble  perfonage,  full  of  he- 
«  roical  virtue  and  ingenuity  (yet  inhumanely  and  ungratefullj 
«  ufed)  will  thus  work  upon  ingenuous  fpirits  whd  read  or  hear 
<<  of  itj--«which  when  it  reaches  no  higher,  is  fo  far  from  being 
<<  faith,  that  it  is  but  a  carnal  and  fleihly  devotion,  fpringing  from 
<<  fancy,  which  is  pleafed  with  fuch  a  ftory  and  the  principles  of 
«  ingenuity  ftirred  towards  one,  wlio  is  of  a  noble  fpirit,  and  yet 
<<  abufed.  Such  ftories  ufe  to  ftir  up  a  principle  of  humanity  in 
<<  men  unto  a  companionate  love ;  which  Chrift  himfelf  at  his 
<(  fufiering  found  fault  with,  as  being  not  fpiritual,  nor  r^fed 
«  enough  in  thofe  women  that  went  weeping  to  fee  the  Mcffiah 
«  fb  handled.  Weep  not  for  me^  (faith  he)  i.  e.  weep  not  fo  much 
«  for  this,  to  fee  me  fb  unworthily  handled  by  thofe  for  whom  I 
^<  die.'*  This  is  the  principle  from  which  fome  conceive  thofe 
tears  to  flow. 

But  *  Calvin  attributes  it  to  their  faith,' ««  looking  upon  thefe 
«  mourners  as  a  remnant  refeired  by  the  Lord  in  that  miferable 
<<  difjperfion  %  and  though  their  faith  was  but  weak,  yet  he  judges 
f«  It  credible  that  there  was  a  fccret  feed  of  godlinefs  in  themf. 
"  which  afterwards  grew  to  a  maturity,  and  brought  forth  fruit.'* 
And  to  the  fame  fenfe  others  give  their  opinion  alfo. 

2.  Let  us  confider  Chrifl's  reply  to  them  j  "  weep  not  for  me, 
«  ye  daughters  of  Jerufalem,"  iJfc.  Strange,  that  Chrift  fhould 
forbid  them  to  weep  for  him,  yea  for  him  under  fuch  unparalleled 
fuSerings  and  miferies.  If  ever  there  was  a  heart-melting  objeft 
in  the  world,  it  was  here.  O  who  could  hold,  whofe  heart  waa 
not  petrified,  and  more  obdurate  than  the  fcnfelefs  rocks  i  Thb 
reply  of  Chrift  undergoes  a  double  fenfe  and  interpretation,  fuit- 
able  to  the  different  conftruAion  of  their  forrows.  Thofe  that  look 
upo/i  their  forrows  as  merely  natural,  take  Chrift's  reply  in  a  ne- 
gative fenfe,  prohibiting  fuch  tears  as  thofe.  They  that  expound 
their  forrows  as  the  fniit  of  faith,  tell  us,  though  the  form  of 
Chrift's  expreffion  be  negative,  yet  the  fenfe  is  comparative,  as 
Mat.  ix.  13.  "  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not  facrifice,"  i.e.  mercy 
tather  than  facriilce*  So  here,  weep  rather  upon  your  own  ac- 
count, than  mine ;  rderve  your  forrows  for  the  calamities  coming 
upon  yourfelves  and  your  children.  You  are  greatly  afieAed,  I 
fee,  with  the  mifcry  that  is  upon  me ;  but  mine  will  be  quickly 

*  Dr  Thomas  Ooodwin,  in  hit  Triumph  of  Faith,  p.  38. 

"I*  Fidewnu  qtufJam  Mon/uifft  oblitos  tU&rium  et  mlraeulorum  Cbrijlu  Sie  in  mrfera  iOa 
difipt^^t  txij^uasjiii  reliqwiat  fervavit  Dcus*  ^amvu  autem  imieciUa/uit  iftarum  cnr» 
licrumjides^  trtMU  tamcn  efi^  oesultnm  fuij[t  pisiatu  feKCttf  un4»  fofica  girmen  fro£it, 
Caivifl, 
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ifnty  yoon  nHU  lie  long.  In  which  he  ihews  his  merciful  and 
coitipaffionftte  cifpofitionj  vrho  was  ftill  more  mindful  of  the 
troubles  and  burdens  of  others  than  of  his  own. 

And  indeed,  the  days  of  calamity  coming  upon  them  and  their 
children  were*  doleful  dap.  What  direful  and  uiqsrccedented 
miferies  befel  them  at  the  breaking  up  and  devaftation  of  the  dty> 
who  hath  not  read  or  heard  ?  And  who  can  refr?in  from  tears  that 
kears  or  reads  it  ? 

'  Now,  ifwetake  the  words  in  thefirftfenfe,  as  a  prohibition  of 
their  merely  natural  and  carnal  afie£tions,  exprefled  in  tears  and 
lamentations  for  him,  no  otherwife  than  they,  would  have  been 
ftpon  any  other  like  tragical  ftory ;  then  the  obfenraticm  firom  it 
will  be  this, 

Doft*  I*  That  melting  cffeBions  and f arrows y  even  from  the  fenfi 
and  confideration  <f  the  fufferings  of  Chrijly  are  no  infalliHeJigns 
•  of  grace. 

If  you  take  it  in  the  latter  fenfe,  as  the  fruit  of  thdr  faith,  a« 
tears  flowing  from  a  gracious  principle  ;  then  the  obfenratiAi  wilt 
be  this, 

DoA.  a.  That  the  Mieving  meditation  of  tvhat  ChriftfiefferedforuSf 
is  of  great  force  and  efficacy  to  melt  and  break  the  heatt. 

I  fball  rather  chufe  to  profecute  both  thefe  branches,  than  to 
decide  the  controveriy ;  efpedally  fince  the  notes  gathered  from 
either  may  be  ufeful  to  us.  And  therefore  I  (hall  begin  with  the 
firft,  viz. 

"DoSk.  I .  That  melting  affeBions  andforro^Sf  even  from  thefeirfe  ^ 
Chri/FsftffferingSi  arc  no  infallible  marks  of  grace. 

In  this  point  I  have  two  things  to  do,  to  prepare  it  for  ufe. 

Firfty  To  (hew,  what  the  melting  of  the  affeftions  by  way  of 
grief  and  forrow  is. 

Secondly y  That  they  may  be  fo  melted,  even  upon  the  account  of 
Chriil,  and  yet  the  heart  remain  unrenewed. 

Firfty  What  the  melting  of  the  affeftiom,  by  way  of  grief  and 
forrow,  is. 

Tears  are  nothing  elfe  but  the  juice  of  a  mind  opprefled,  and 
fqueezed  with  grief.  Grief  compreflcs  the  heart;  the  heart  foccm- 
prefled  and  fqueezed,  vents  itfelf  fometimes  into  tears,  fighs,  groans, 
fsTr.  and  this  is  two-fold ;  gracious,  and  wholly  fupcmatural ;  or 
comtHony  and  altogether  natural.    The  gracious  melting  or  forrow 
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of  the  fouU  is  likewife  twofold ;  haiitual  or  a&u^.  Habitual 
godly  ibrrow  is  that  gracious  difpofition,  incliaatk>a>  or  tendeacy 
of  the  renewed  heart  to  mourn  and  mek^  when  any  piit  occafion 
is  prefented  to  the  ibul  that  calln  for  fuch  forrow^  It  is  exprclled» 
£zek.  xxxvi.  26.  <<  By  taking  away  the  Jiieart  of  ftone,  and  giving 
^  a  heart  of  fleih '"  i.  e.  a  heart  impreiUve»  and  yielding  to  fiich 
arguments  and  coniiderations  as  move  it  to  mourning. 

A^al  forrow  is  the  ezpreffion  and  manifeftation  of  that  its  ij^ 
clination  upon  juft  occaiions ;  and  it  is  exprefled  two  ways,  either 
by  the  ititemal  effe^  of  it,  which  are  the  heavinefs,  Ihame^ 
loathii^»  refolution,  and  holy  revenge  begotten  in  the  foul  upon 
the  account  of  fin:  or  alfo  by  more  r^/^/ui/ and  vifible  effefb,  as 
fighs,  groansy  tears^  (5*^,  the  former  is  eflential  to  ^idly  forrowt 
the  latter  contingent  and  accidental,  much  depending  upon  the 
natural  temperature  and  conftitution  of  the  body. 

Natural  and  common  meltings  are  nothing  eUe  but  the  efie£te  of 
a  better  tempflr,  and  the  fruit  ol  a.  more  ingenuous  (pirit^  and  eafier 
confti^tioa,  which  ihews  itfdf  on  any  other,  as  well  as  upon 
fpritual  ocoifions:  as  Aiiftm  faid,  he  could  weep  plentifully  when 
he  read  the  ftory  of  Dido*  The  hifiory  of  Chrift  is  a  very  tragical 
and  pathetical  hjftory^  aod  may  melt  an  ingenuous  nature,  where 
thei«  is  no  lenewed  priiuapk$.at  aU.    So  ths^, 

SeconMjf  Our  affe£)xo0s  may  be  melted,  even  upon  the  icore 
and  account  of  Chrift ;  and  yet  that  is  no  infallible  evidence  of  a 
gracioos  henrt.     And  the  reafons  for  it  are, 

1.  Becaafe  ire  find  all  forts  of  afieftions  difcovered  by  fiich  as 
have  been  no  better  than  temporary  believers.  The  ftony-ground 
hearers  iii  Mat.  xiii.  20.  <<  received  the  word  with  joy }"  and  ib^ 
<lid  John's  hearers  jalfo,  who  for  «  a  feafon  rejoiced  in  his  light," 
John  ill-  3  J-  Now,  if  the  afle<Stions  of  joy  under  tlie  word  may 
be  exercKed,  why  not  of  forrow  alfo  ?  If  the  comfortable  things 
fevealed  in  the  gofpel  may  ftir  up  the  one,  by  a  parity  of  reafon, 
«he  fad  ibiogs  it  reveals  m^  anfwerably  work  upon  the  other. 
Even  tbofe  Ifrariiitcs  whom  Mofcs  .told  they  flvjuld  fall  by  the 
fword,  ai>d  not  profper,  for  the  Lord  would  not  be  with  them, 
betaufe  fhey  were  turned  away  from  him.;  yet  when  Mofes  rcr 
hearfed  the  mefiage  of  the  Lord-  ia  their  ears,  they  mourned  great*- 
I7,  Numb*  lUv.  39.  I  know  the  Lord  pardoned  many  of  them 
their ,inl<|uities,. though  he  took  vengeamce  on  their  inventionli; 
and  yet  it  is  as  true,  that  withman|;  of  them  God  was  not  weli^ 
pleafed,  1  Cor.  x.  5.  Many  inftances  of  their  weeping  and  mourn- 
ing he^e  the  Lord  we  find  in  this  iacred  hiftory ;  and  yet  their 
hearts  were  not  ftedfaft  with  (JoJ. 

2.  Becaufe  though  the  object  about  which  our  ade£Gons  s^d 
paflions  are  moved,  may  be  fjiiritual  \  yet  the  motives  and  prm^ 
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dpies  that  fet  them  on  work,  may  be  but  carnal  and  natuml  ones* 
When  I  fee  a  perfon  affected  in  the  hearing  of  the  word,  or  praf- 
cr,  even  unto  tears,  I  cannot  prefently  conclode,  furely  this  b  the 
efFe£b  of  grace :  for  it  is  poffible,  the  pathetical  quality  of  fubjeA' 
matter,  the  rhetoric  of  the  fpeaker,  the  very  a&eAlng  tone,  and 
modulation  of  the  voice,  may  draw  tears  as  well  as  fehh  working 
upon  the  fpirituality,  and  deep  concernment  the  foul  hath  in  thofe 
things.  ' 

Whilft  Auftin  was  a  Manichee,  he  fomefimes  heard  Ambrofe; 
and,  faith  he,  <<  I  was  greatly  afiefied  ui  hearing  him,  even,  unto 
<<  tears  many  times  :^  howbeit,  it  was  not  the  heavenly  nature  of 
the  fubjeft,  but  the  abilities  and  rare  parts  of  the  fjpeaker  that  fo 
aiFeded  him.  And  this  was  the  cafe  of  EzeldeFs  hearers,  Axp. 
xxxiii.  32. 

Again,  3.  Thefe  motions  of  the  affections  may  rather  be  a  fit 
tod  mood,  than  the  very  frame  and  temper  of  the  ibul.  Now 
'  there  is  a  vaft  dij9erence  betwixt  thefe  (  there  are  tioMS  and  fea- 
fbns  when  the  rougheft  and  moft  obdurate  hearts  maf  be  penfive 
and  tender* :  but  that  is  not  its  temper  and  frame,  but  only  a  fit, 
a  pang,  a  tranfient  pafiion.  So  the  Juord  comphms  of  them,  Hof. 
vi.  4. «  O  Ephraim,  what  ihall  I  do  unto  thee?  O  Judah^  what  fhall 
«  I  do  unto  thee  ?  for  your  goodnefi  is  as  a  morning  doud,  and  as 
«  the  early  dew,  it  goeth  away."  And  fo  he  complains,  Pfal. 
Ixxviii.  34,  35,  36.  <<  When  he  flew  them,  then  they  (ought  him: 
<<  and  they  returned  and  enquired  early  after  Cod^  And  they  re* 
<<  membered  that  God  was  their  rock,  and  the  moft  high  God  their 
<<  redeemer ;  neverthelefs  they  did  flatter  him  wkh  thdr  Hps,  and 
<*  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues."  For  had  this*  remembrance 
of  God  been  the  gracious  temper  of  their  ibuk,  it  would  have 
continued  with  them  ^  they  would  not  have  been  thus  wavermg ; 
thus  hot  and  cold  with  God,  as  they  were.  Therefore  we  con- 
clude, that  we  cannot  infer  a  work  of  grace  upon  the  heart,  fimply 
and  merely  from  the  meltincs  and  thavrs  that  are  fomettmes  upon 
it.     And  hence,  for  your  ufe,  I  fhall  infer,  that. 

Inference  1.  If  ftich  as  fometimes  feel  their  hearts  thawed  and 
melted  witli  the  confideration  of  the  fiifferings  of  Chiift,  may  yet 
be  deceived  $  Whai  caufe  have  they  to  fear  and  tretnhie^  nvhofe  heorts 
Mre  as  unrelenting  as  the  r^cks^  yielding  to  nothing  that  is  propoftdy 
vlr  urged  upon  them  ?  How  many  fiich  are  there,  of  whom  wc 
may  iay,  as  Chrift  fpeaks  rf  Ae  inflexible  Jews,  *<  We  have  piped 
•<«  unto  you,  but  ye  have  not  danced-,  we  have  mourned  unto 
«<  you,  but  you  have  not  lameitied  ?  Mat.  xi.  17.   They  moft  i»- 

•  ///■  tttfifim dievntur  tnejfe  animg,  mta  infuni per  mo/ttm  ywVf/V,  i.e.  Thcf«  tbiffgf 
akmt  art  iai4  to  he  aa  the  fmil,  wl^ck  are  in  it  babit«a)lx. 
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evitably  come  ftiort  of  heaven,  who  come  fo  fhoft  of  thofe  that 
do  come  ihort  of  heaven*  If  thofe  pcrifh  thnt  have  rejoiced  un- 
der the  promifes,  and  mourned  under  the  threats  of  the  word  f 
what  ihall  become  of  them  that  are  as  unconcerned,  and  untouch* 
ed  by  what  they  hear,  as  the  feats  they  fit  on,  or  tlie  dead  that 
lie  under  their  feet  ?  Who  are  given  up  to  fuch  Jiarduiifs  of  heart, 
that  nothing  can  touch  or  afFeft  them  ?  One  would  think,  the 
couflderation  of  the  ftxth  chapthr  to  the  Hebrews  fliould  ftartle  fuch 
men  aad  women,  and  make  them  cry  out,  Lord^  what  will  become 
of  fuch  a  fenfelefs,  ftufud,  dead  creature  as  I  am  ?  If  they  that 
have  been  enlightened,  and  have  tailed  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and 
were  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  have  tafted  the  good 
word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  may,  not- 
withftaading  fuch  high  raifed  affbAjons  as  theie,  fo  fall  away,  that 
it  (hall  be  impoffible  to  renew  them  again  by  repentance ;  what 
ihall  we  then  fay,  or  think  of  his  eftate,  to  whom  the  moft  pene- 
trating and  awakening  truths  are  no  more  than  a  tale  that  is  told? 
T^e  fire  and  hammer  of  the  gofpel  can  neith(^  melt  nor  break 
thaxk  %  they  are  iron  andbrafs,  Jen  vi.  28,  ^9. 

Inference  i.  If  fuch  as  thcfc  may  eternally  mifcany ;  then  let 
all  look  carefully  to  their  foundation  f  andfte  that  they  do  not  bkfs  them- 
felves  in  a  thing  of  nought.  It  is  manifeft  from  i  Cor.  x.  x  2.  that 
many  fouls  fta'nd  exceeding  dangeroufly,  who  '  are  yet  ftrongly 
conceited  of  their  own  fafety.  And  if  you  pleafe  to  confuit  thofe 
fcriptures  in  the  margin*,  you  ihall  find  vain  confidence  to  be  a 
ruling  folly  over  the  greateft  part  of  men ;  and  that  which  is  the 
utter  overthrow,  and  undoing  of  multitudes  of  profeffors- 

Now  there  IS  nothing  more  apt  to  beget  and  breed  this  vain  (bul- 
undoing  confidence,  than  the  flirrings  and  meltings  of  our  aiFec- 
iion%  about  fpiritual  things,  whilrt  the  heart  remains  unrenewed 
all  the  wlule.  For  (as  a  grave  divinef  hath  well  obfervcd)  fuch  a 
man  feems  to  have  all  that  is  required  of  a  Chriftian,  and  herein 
to  have  attained  the  very  end  of  all  knowledge  5  which  is  opera- 
tion and  influence  upon  the  heart  and  atfedions. 

Indeed  (thinks  iuch  a  poor  deluded  foul)  if  I  did  hear,  read, 
or  pray^  without  any  inward  aflTeftions,  with  a  dead,  cold,  and 
unconcerned  heart ;  or  if  I  did  make  a  ihew  of  zeal  and  affec- 
tion in  duties,  and  had  it  not,  well  might  I  fufpeA  myfelf  to  be  a 
ielf-cozening  hypocrite ;  but  it  is  not  fo  with  me,  I  feel  my  heart 
really  melted  many  times,  when  I  read  the  fufierings  of  Chrifl ; 
I  feel  my  heart  raifed  and  raviihed  with  ib'ange  joys  and  comforts, 
when  I  hear  the  glory  of  heaven  opened  in  the  gofpel :  Indeed  if 
Vol.  I.  Rr 

•  GaL  vi.  3»  4-    Jobn  ^'m-  54-    Rom,ii.  18,  19,  21.     Mat.  *xv.  11.  i^.     M*L 
♦ii.  %%*  ,  t  Mr  Anthony  Burgcfs. 
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it  were  not  fo  with  me>  I  might  doubt  the^  root  of  the  'matter  is 
granting  \  but  if  to  my  knowledge^  affedtions  be  added ;  a  mehiog 
lieart  joined  with  a  knowing  head,  then  I  may  be  confident  ail  ir 
well.  I  have  often  heard  minifters  cautioning  and  wanung  thdr 
people  not*  to  reft  fatisAed  with  idle  and  unpractical  notioBs  m 
their  underftandings^  but  to  labour  for  imprdfions  upon  thdr 
hearts;  this  I  have  attained,  and  therefore  wha^t  danger  of  oie? 
I  have  often  heard  it  given  as  a  mark  of  a  hypocrite,  that  he  hath 
Eght  in  his  head,  but  it  £heds  not  down  its  influence  upon  tlie 
heart :  whereas  in  thofe  that  are  fincere,  it  works  on  their  heart 
and  afie£tions :  So  I  find  it  with  me,  therefore  I  am  in  a  moft 
fafe  eftate.  O  foul !  of  all  the  falfe  figns  of  grace,  ncHie  more  dan^ 
gerous  than  thofe  that  moft  refemble  true  ones^  and  never  doth 
the  devil  more  furely  and  incurably,  defl^oy,  than  when  tfamsftnn* 
ed  into  an  angel  of  light.  What  if  thefe  meltings  of  thy  heart  be 
but  a  flower  of  nature  ?  What  if  thou  art  more  beholden  to  a 
good  temper  of  body,  than  a  gracious  change  of  fpirit  for  tbeie 
things  ?  Well,  fo  it  may  be.  Therefore  be  not  iecure»  but  fear, 
and  watch.  Poflibly,  if  thou  wQuldeft  but  fearch  thine  own  heart 
in  this  matter,  thou  mayeft  find,  that  aiiy  other  pathetical,  mo- 
ving ftory,  will  have  the  like  effects  upon  thee-  Poflibly  too, 
thou  mayeft  find,  that,  fiotwitbftanding  all  thy  raptures  and  jojs 
at  the  hearing  of  heaven,  and  its  glory,  yet  after  that  pang  is  over, 
thy  heart  b  habitually  earthly,  and  thy  ccmverfation  is  not  there. 
For  all  thou  canft  mourn  at  the  relations  of  Chriil'a  fiifieringSy 
thou  art  not  fo  afieAed  with  fin,  that  was  the  meritorious  canfe  of 
the  fuSerings  of  Chrift,  as  to  crucify  one  corruption,  or  deny  the 
next  temptation,  or  part  with  any  way  of  fin  that  \$  gainfiil»  or 
pleafurable  to  thee  for  his  fake. 

Why  now,  reader,  if  it  be  fo  with  thee,  what  art  thou  the  bel- 
ter for  the  fluency  of  thy  affections  ?  Doft  thou  think  ineameft, 
that  ChriH;  hath  the  better  tho^ughts  of  thee,  becaufe  thou  canft 
fhed  tears  for  him,  when  notwithftanding  thou  every  day  pierceft 
and  woundeiL  him  ?  O !  be  not  deceived.  Nay,  for  ought  I 
know,  thou  mayefl  find,  upon  a  narrow  fearch,  that  thou  potteft 
thy  tears  in  the  room  of  Chrift's  blood,  zoA  riveft  the  copfidcnce 
and  dependence  of  thy  foul  to  them »  and  it  fo,  they  fiiaU  never 
do  thee  any  good* 

O  therefore  fearch  thy  heart,  reader,  be  not  too  confident ;  take 
not  up  too  eafily  upon  fuch  poor  weak  grounds  as  thefe,  a  £»ul«un« 
doing  confidence.  Always  remeisrf>er  the  wheat  and  tares  rrfan- 
Ue  each  other  in  their  firft  fpringing  up ;  tliat  an  egg  is  not  filcer  to 
an  egg,  than  hypocrify,  in  fome  fhapes  and  forms  into  which  it  can 
caft  itfcif,  is  like  a  genuine  work  of  grace*  O  remenAer  that 
among  the  ten  virgins,  that  is,  the  informed  profeflbrs  of  religion, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


SfiftM.  XXV.  The  Fountain  of  Life*  31S 

that  have  caft  off  and  feparated  themfelvcs  from  the  worfhip  and 
deiiletneais  of  Antichrift,  five  of  them  were  foolifh* 

There  be  firft,  that  ihaU  be  laft  \  and  laft,  that  Ihall  be  firfl^ 
Mat.  xix.  30.  Great  is  the  deceitfidnefs  of  our  hearts,  Jer.  xvii* 
(  •  And  many  are  the  fubtletits  and  devices  of  Satan,  2  Cor.  xi. 
3.  VLmj  alfo  are  the  aftoniihing  examples  of  felf-deceiving  fouhr 
recorded  in  t>ie  vrord.  Remember  what  yon  lately  read  of  Judas. 
Great  aUfo  will  be  the  exaAnefs  of  the  lafl  judgment.  And  how 
confident  ibever  you  be,  that  you  (hall  fpeed  well  in  that  day,*  yet 
Aill  remember  that  trial  is  not  yet  paft.  Your  final  fentence  is 
not  yet  come  from  the  mouth  of  your  Judge.  This  I  ipeak  not  to 
^tfiight  and  trouUe,  but  excite  and  warn  you.  The  lofs  of  a  foul 
is  no  fintn  k>is,  and,  upon  fueh  grounds  as  thefe,  they  are  every 
day  cafl  away* 

This  may  fiiffice  to  be  fpoken  to  the  firfl:  oUervation,  built  on 
this  fuppofition,  that  it  was  but  a  pang  of  mere  natural  aflfeftion  in 
them.  But  if  it  were  the  tSoSt  of  abetter  principle,  the  firuit  of 
their  faith,  as  ibme  judge  \  then  I  told  you,  the  obiervation  from 
it  would  be  this, 

DoA.  That  the  tiHeving  meditatim  (f  what  Chrift fifffered fir  uSy 
is  cf  great  fsrce  and  efficacy  to  melt  and  break  the  peart. 

It  is  promifed,  Zech.  xii.  10.  that  «  they  (hall  look:  .upon  him 
«  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn  for  hicn,  a^  one  mourn- 
«<  eth  for  to  only  Ton,  and  IhaU  be  in  bittemefs  for  him,  as  one 
^  that  is  in  bitteniefe  for  his  firfl-bofn.'*  Ponder  ferioufly,  here, 
thi^^ring  ai|d  mctrvey  They  pall  look  upon  me  ;  it  b  the  eye  of  faith 
that  ilielts  and  breaks  the  heart.  The  effeEl  of  fuch  a  fight  of 
Chriit  4  they  ihall  k)ok  and  mourn  ;  be  in  bitternefs  and  forrow. 
True  repentance  is  a  drop  oat  of  the  eye  of  faith  \  and  the  meafure 
or  4egree  of  that  forrow  caufed  by  a  believing  view  of  Chrift.  To 
expre&  which,  two  of  the  fiilleft  inftances  of  grief  we  read  of,  are 
borrowed ;  that  of  a  tender  father,  mourning  over  a  dear  and 
only  fon;  that  of  the  people  of  Ifrael,  mourning  over  Jofiah,  that 
peerlefi  prince,  in  the  vaUey  of  Megiddo. 

Now  to  fhew  you  how  the  believing  meditation  of  Chrift,  and 
his  fufferings,  come  kindly  and  favlngly  to  break  and  melt  down 
the  gracious  heart,  I  OiaU  propound  thefe  four  coniiderations  of 
the  heart«breaking  efficacy  of  faith,  eying  a  crucified  Jcfus. 

Firfiy  The  very  realizing  of  Qhrifl  and  his  fufierings  by  faith,  is 
a  moft  afiTeding  and  melting  thing.  Faith  is  a  true  glafs  that  re- 
preients  all  thofe  his  fufferings  and  agonies  to  the  life.  It  prefenta 
them  not  as  a  fi^on,  or  idle  tale,  but  as  a  true  and  faithful  narra- 
tive.   This  (faith  faith)  is  a  true  and  faithful  faying,  that  Chrift 
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was  not  only  clothed  in  our  flefli ;  even  he  that  is  over  all^  God 
blcflcd  for  ever,  the  only  Lord,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the 
aerth,  became  a  man ;  but  it  is  alfo  mod  certain,  that  in  this  body 
of  his  flefh,  he  grappled  with  the  infinite  wrath  of  God,  which  fil- 
led bis  foul  with  horror  and  amazement  \  that  the  Lord  of  life  did 
hang  dead  upon  the  tree ;  tliat  he  went  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaugh* 
tef,  and  was  as  a  fheep  dumb  before  the  {hearer ;  that  he  endured 
all  this,  and  more  than  any  finite  underftandtng  can  comprehendi 
in  my  room  and  ftead  ;  for  my  fake  he  there  groaned  and  Ued^ 
for  my  pride,  earthlinefs,  luft,  imhelief,  hardnefs  of  heart,  he  en- 
dured all  this.  I  fay,  to  realize  the  fufTerings  of  Chrift  thus,  is  of 
great  power  to  afieft  the  coldcfl,  duUeft  heart.  You  cannot  ima- 
gine the  difierehce  there  is  in  prefenting  things  as  realities,  with 
convincing  and  fatisfying  evidences,  and  our  looking  on  them  as  a 
fiflion  or  uncertainty. 

Secondly y  But  faith  can  apply  as  well  as  realize ;  and  if  it  do  fi), 
it  muft  needs  overcome  the  heart. 

All !  Chriftian,  canft  thpu  look  upon  Jefus  as  (landing  in  thy 
room,  to  bear  the  wrath  of  a  Deity  for  thee  ?  Canft  thou  think 
on  it,  and  not  melt  ?  That  when  thou,  like  Ifaac,  waft  bound  to 
the  altar,  to  be  offered  up  to  juftice,  Chrift,  like  the  ram,  was 
caught  in  the  thicket,  and  offered  in  thy  room.  When  thy  fins 
had  raifed  a  fearful  tcmpeft,  that  threatened  every  moment  to  en- 
tomb th.-te  in  a  fee  of  wrath,  Jefus  Chrift  was  thrown  tjver  to  ap- 
pcafe  that  ftorm !  Say,  reader,  can  thy  heart  dwell  one  hour  upon 
iuch  a  fubjcft  as  this  ?  Canft  thou  with  faith,  prefent  Chrift  to 
thyfelf,  as  he  was  taken  down  from  the  crofs,  drenched  in  his  own 
blood,  and  fay,  Thcfe  were  the  wounds  that  he. received  for  me; 
this  is  he  that  loved  mc,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me  5  out  of  thcfe 
wounds  conges  that  balm  that  heals  my  foul  \  out  of  thefe  ftripcs 
my  peace  :  When  he  hanged  upon  the  crofs,  he  bore  my  name 
<2ip<)u  his  brcaft,  like  the  high  prieft.  It  was  love,  puie  love, 
?.ftfo^ig  love  to  my  poor  foulj  to  the  foul  of  an  enemy  that  drew 
:liiirt  -^Uoyn  from  heaven,  and  all  the  glory  he  had  there,  to  endure 
thcfe  fotn-ovvs  in  foul  and  body  for  me. 

O  you  cannot  hold  up  your  hearts  long  to  the  piercing  thoughts 
of  this,  but  your  bowels  will  be  pained,  and,  like  Jofeph,  you  wiU 
leek  a  place  to  vent  your  hearts  in. 

Thirdly^  Faith  cannot  only  realize  and  apply  Chrift,  and  his 
death,  but  it  cau  reafon  and  conclude  fuch  things  from  his  death, 
.as  will  fill  the  foul  >vit}i  affcftion  to  him,  and  break  the  heart  in 
pieces,  in  his  prefencc.  When  it  views  Chrift  as  dead,  it  infersf 
Is  Chrift  dead  for  me  ?^  then  was  I  dead  in  law,  fentenced  and 
condemned  to  die  eternally  ;  2  Cor.  v.  14.  '«  If  one  died  for  all, 
/<  then  were  all  dead."    How  woful  was  giy  cafe  when  the  hw 
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had  pafled  fentence  on  me  ?  I  could  not  be  (ure  when  I  lay  dowi^ 
but  that  it  might  be  executed  before  I  rofe  \  nothing  but  a  puff  of 
i»-eath  betwixt  my  foul  and  hell. 

Again,  Is  Chrift  dead  for  me  ?  then  Ilhallniever  die.  If  he  I^e 
condemned,  I  am  acquitted.  <'  Who  (hall  by  any  thmg<to  the 
<<  charge  of  God's  eleA  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth,  it  is  Chrlft  that 
<^  died,"  Rom.  viii.  34.  My  foul  is  efoaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the 
fiiare  of  the  fowkr :  I  was  condemned,  but  am  now  cleared ;  I 
was  dead,  but  am  now  alive ;  O  the  unfoarchable  riches  of  Chrift  I 
O  love  paft  finding  out  i 

Again>  Did  G(^  give  up  Chrift  to  fuch  mifeiies  and  fiifferixigi 
for  me  ?  *  How  Ihall  he  with-hold  any  thing  from  me  ?  <<  He  that 
«  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  will  doubtlefs  with  him  freely  give  me 
«  all  things,''  Rom.  viii.  32.  Now  I  may  reft  upon  him  for  par- 
don, peace,  acceptance,  and  glory  for  my  foul.  Xf  ow  I  mav  VfXf 
upon  him  fafely  for  provifion,  protection,  and  all  fupplies  for  tosf 
body.  Chrift  b  the  root  of  thefe  mercies }  he  is  more  than  au 
thefe,  he  is  nearer  and  dearer  to  God  than  any  other  gift.  O 
what  a  blefled,  happy,  comfortable  ftate  hath  he  now  brought 
my  foul  into ! 

To  conclude.  Did  Chrift  endure  all  thefe  things  for  me  ?  ^en 
it  is  paft  doubt,  he  will  never  leave  -nor  forfake  me :  It  caxmot  be» 
that  after  he  has  endured  all  thj^,  he  will  caft  off  the  fouls  for 
whom  he  endured  it.  Here  the  foul  is  evangelically  broken,  con- 
fidering  the  mercies  that  emerge  and  flow  to  it  out  of  the  fea  of 
Chrift's  bk)od. 

Fcurthfyf  and  laftly.  Faith  can  not  only  realize,  apply,  and  in- 
fer, but  it  can  alfo  compare  the  love  of  Chrift  in  all  this,  both 
with  his  dealings  with  others,  and  with  the  fouls  dealing  with 
Chrift,  who  loved  it.  To  compare  Chrift's  dealings  with  others, 
is  moft  afieiting :  he  hath  not  dealt  with  every  one,  as  with  me  \ 
nay,  few  there  are  that  can  fpeak  of  fuch  mercies  as  I  have  from  ' 
him .  How  many  are  there  that  have  no  part  nor  portion  in  lus 
blood  ?  Who  muft  bear  that  wrath  in  their  own  perfons,  that  he 
bare  himielf  for  me  I  He  efpied  me  out,  and  ftngled  me  forth  to  be 
the  object  of  his  love,  leaving  thoufands  and  millions  ftill  unre- 
conciled i  not  that  I  was  better  than  they,  for  I  was  the  greateft  of 
iinners,  far  from  righteoufnefs,  as  unlikely  as  any  to  be  the  obje{l 
of  focfa  grace,  and  love  :  my  companions  in  (in  are  left,  aifd  I  am 
taken.  Now  the  foul  is  full,  the  heart  grows  big,  too  big  to  con- 
tain itfolf. 

Tea,  faith  helps  the  foul  to  compare  the  k>ve  of  Chrift  to  it,  with 

*  He  who  feiit  his  Son,  hath  fent  down  the  Spirit,  and  promifed  his  favMr  i 
is  there  any  thing  fo  great  that  he  will  refufe  \^FroJ^, 
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Ae  r^imis  it  hath  made  to  him  for  that  love.  And  what,  my 
ibul  I  hatb  thy  carriage  to  Qirift  been,  fince  thifi  grace  that  wants 
a  name,  appeared  to  thee  ?  Haft  thou  returned  lore  for  Icvcf 
liO^  ftiitable  to  foch  lore  ?  Haft  thou  prized,  valued,  and  efteem- 
td  tM&  CSrnf^  aceo^dinj;  to  his  own  woKh  in  himfelf,  or  his  Idnd- 
K^efs  to  thee  i  Ah  no,  1  have  grieved,  pierced,  woupded  his  heart 
a  thOufftnd  times  Ance  that,  hj  my  ingratittide ;  I  have  ftiflered 
every  triic  to  joftlc  him  out  of  my  heart  ?  I  have  n^glefted  him 
athoufand  tfanes,  and  made  him  &y.  Is  this  thy  Idndnefi  to  thy 
friend  ?  Is  this  the  reward  I  fhall  have  for  all  that  1  have  done, 
W  i«tfer«d  fof  thee  i  Wretch  that  I  am,  how  have  I  requited  the 
l.ord )  Thk  fliames,  humbles,  and  breaks  the  heart. 

Ay^  when  ^m  fuch  fights  of  faith,  and  coniiderations  as  thefe, 
fll6  hMrf  is  thus  aflefted,  it  afibnk  a  good  argument,  indeed,  that 
thOu  %ft  gone  beyond  all  the  attainments  of  temporary  believers;  * 
fleih  and  olood  hath  not  revealed  this. 

Inference  r.  Have  the  believing  yfi^ditations  o(  Chrift,  and  his 
flifiidAgs,  fuch  heart-melting  influences  )  Then  fitrt  there  is  hut 
iktk  faith  amof?g  nun.  Our  dry  eyes  and  hard  hearts,  are  evidences 
againft  us,  that  we  are  ftrangers  to  the  fights  of  faith. 

Cod  be  memful  to  the  hardnefs  of  your  hearts*  Htm  is  Chrift 
and  his  love  flighted  among  men  I  How  fhallow  doth  his  l^ood 
tun  to  fome  eyes  ?  O  that  my. head  were  water*,  and  mine  eyes 
fonncains  of  tears  for  this  !  What  monflers  are  carnal  hearts  ?'  We 
are  as  if  God  had  made  us  without  affedion^,  as  if  all  ingenuity 
and  tendcmcfs  were  dried  up.  Our  ears  are  fo  accuftomed  to 
the  fbttnds  of  Chrift,  and  his  blood,  that  now  they  are  become  as 
common  things.  If  a  child  die,  we  can  moorn  #ver  our  dead; 
but  who  mourns  for  Chrift  as  for  an  only  fon  ?  We  may  fiv  of 
faith,  when  men  and  women  fit  fo  unaffeAed  under  the  goipel,  as 
Martha  faid  of  Chrift  concerning  her  brother  Lazarus,  If  thou 
({H^cious  faith)  hadft  been  here,  fo  many  hearts  had  not  been 
dead  this  d^,  and  in  this  duty.  Faith  is  that  bnming-glafs  which 
contrails  the  beams  of  the  grace^  and  love,  and  wtiUom,  and 
power  of  Jefus  Chrift  together,  reflefts  thefe  on  the  heart,  and 
Drakes  it  burn  $  but  without  it,  we  feel  nothing  favingly. 

Inf.  a.  Have  the  beUeving  meditations  of  Chrift,  and  his  fiif- 
ierii^,  fuch  heart-melting  influences?  Then  furely  the  proper  crdtr 
rfraifikg  the  affeStions^  is  to  iegin  at  the  exerc'tfe  ef  faith*  tt grieVcs  mc 
to  fee  how  many  poor  Cbriftians  (bive  with  their  own  dead  hearte, 
endeavouring  to  raife  and  afFeft  them,  but  cannot :  they  comfJain 
^nd  ftrive,  ftrlve  and  complain,  but  can  difcover  no  love  to  the 
Lord,  no  brokenneis  of  heart  i  they  go  to  this  ordinance  and 
that,  to  one  duty  and  another,  hof^g  that  now  the  Lord  will 
affect  it,   and  fitf  the  fails ;    ^  come  bodk  difappointed  and 
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alhamed,  like  the  troops  of  Tema.  Poor  Chriftiaiii  fatarikio  out 
word }  poflibly  it  may  do  thy  builnefs,  and  ftand  thee  in  mort 
ftead,  than  all  the  methods  thou  haft  yet  ufed.  If  thoo  vouldft 
indeed  get  a  heart  ^evangelically  melted  for  fin,  and  broken  witli 
the  kindly  fenfe  of  the  grace  and  lovx  of  Chrifti  thy  way  is  not  t» 
force  thy  ajBFe^Uons,  nor  to  vexthyfelf^  and  go  about  coxnpUinii^ 
of  a  htfd  hearty  but  fet  thyfelf  to  believe,  realize,  ^Ppl/t  fai^ 
and  compare  by  faith  as  you  have  been  directed ;  and  fee  what  this 
will  do :  <<  They  fliall  took  on  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  ?nd 
«<  mourn."  This  is  the  way  and  proper  method  to  xMt  the  heart,  ^ 
and  break  it. 

Inf*  3.  Is  this  the  way  to  get  a  truly  broken  heart?  Then  let 
thofe  thjt  have  attattud  hroketm^s  of  heart  thli  way,  ^Ufi  the  Lar4 
vjhilfi  they  live,  for  fo  choice  a  mercy;  and  tliat  upon  a  double  ac« 
count. 

J.  For  as  much  as  a  heart  fo  affected  and  melted,  is  not  attain^ 
able  by  any  natural  or  unrenewed  perfon ;  if  they  would  give  all 
they  have  in  the  world,  it  cannot  purchafe  one  fuch  tear,  or  groan 
over  Chrift ;  mark,  what  chvira^^ers  of  fpecial  grace  it  bears,  in 
the  defcription  that  i$  made  of  it,  in  that  forementloned  place, 
Zeclv  xii.  i  o.  Such  a  frame  as  this  is  not  born  with  us,  or  to  be 
acquired  by  us ;  for  it  is  there  faid  to  be  poured  out  by  the  Lord 
upon  us,  «« I  will  pour  upon  them,"  l^c*  There  is  wo  hypocrify 
or  diffimulation  in  tUefe  mournings,  they  being  compared  to  the 
mourning  of  a  man  for  his  only  fon:  and  fure  parents  hearts  are 
not  untouched  when  they  behold  fuch  fights. 

Nature  is  not  the  principle  of  it,  but  faith ;  for  it  is  there  faid, 
they  fhall  look  on  me ;  i.  c.  believe  and  mourn.  Self  is  not  the 
end  and  centre  of  thcfe  forrows  5  it  is  not  fo  much  for  damning 
curfelves>  as  for  piercing  Chrift :  ^  They  fliall  bok  on  me  whom 
<«  they  have  pierced,  and  {hall  mourn  j"  fo  that  this  is  forrow  af- 
ter God,  and  not  a  flaih  of  nature,  as  difcourfed  in  the  former 
point.  Therefore  you  have  caufe  to  blefs  the  Lord,  whUft  you 
live  for  fuch  a  fpecial  mercy  as  this  is.     And,' 

2.  As  it  is  the  right,  fo  it  is  the  choiceft,  and  moft  precious  gift 
that  can  be  given  you ;  for  it  is  racked  among  the  prime  mercies 
of  the  new  covenant,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  This  (hall  be  the  cove- 
nant ;  '*<  A  new  heart  alfo  wiE  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirlt  will  I 
*«  put  within  you  j  and  I  will  take  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your 
*<  flcfh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of  flefh.'*  What  wouldcft  thou 
have  given  fometiaies  for  fuch  a  heart  as  now  thou  haft,  though  it 
be  not  yet  as  thou  wouldft  have  it?  And,  hdwever  you  value  and 
cfteem  it,  God  himfelf  fets  no  common  value  on  it :  for  mark 
what  he  faith  of  it,  Pfal.  ii.  17.  "  The  faciificcs  of  God  are  a 
<*  broken  heart :  a  broken  and  a  contrite  fpirit,  O  God  thou  wilt 
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*«  notddpife;*'  i.  c.  God  is  more  delighted  vith  fuch  a  heart, 
thin  with  all  the  facrifices  in  the  world ;  one  groan,  one  tear, 
flowing  firom  faith,  and  the  fpirit  of  adoption,  are  more  to  him, 
than  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hiUs.  And  to  the  fame  fenfe  lie 
ij>eak8  again,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  i,  2.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  The  heaven  is 
<<  my  throne,  and  the  earth  is  my  footftool:  Where  is  the  houfe 
«'  that  ye  build  to  me  ?  And  where  is  the  place  of  my  reft  ?^But 
^  to  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor,  and  of  a  con- 
««  ^te  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word;"  q.  d.  All  the  magnifi- 
cent temples  and  glorious  ftruAures  in  the  world,  give  me  no 
pleafure  in  comparifon  of  fuch  a  broken  heart  as  this. 

O  then,  for  ever  blefe  the  Lord,  that  hath  done  that  for  you, 
which  none  elfe  could  do,  and  which  he  has  done  but  for  few  be- 
fides  you. 


SERMON  XXVL 

Of  the  Nature  and  Quality  of  Christ's  Death. 

Acts  ii.  23. 

Hhn  hting  delivired  by  the  determinate  counjel  and  fore^lnowledge  of 
Gedy  ye  have  taken,  and  by  nvicked  hands  have  crucified  andjlain. 

HAVING  confidered,  in  order,  the  preparative  a^  for  the 
dciath  of  Chrifl,  both  on  his  own  part,  and  on  his  enemies 
part,  wc  now  come  to  coniider  the  *  death  of  Chrift  itfelf,  which 
was  the  principal  part  of  his  humiliation,  and  is  the  chief  pillar  of 
our  confblation.    Here  we  ihall  in  order  coniider, 

Firft,  The  kind  and  nature  of  the  death  he  died* 

Secondly y  The  manner  in  which  he  bare  it,  viz.  patiently,  foli- 
tarily,  and  inftniftivclyj  dropping  divers  holy  and  inflruftivc 
lellbns  upon  all  that  were  about  him,  in  his  feven Jaft  words  upon 
the  crofs- 

Thirdl%  The  funeral  folemnities  at  his  burial* 

Fourthly y  and  laftly.  The  weighty  ends  and  great  deiigns  of  hii» 
death.  In  all  which  particulars,  as  we  proceed  to  difaifs  and  open 
them,  you  will  have  an  account  of  the  deep  debafement  and  hu- 
miliation of  the  Son  of  God.  ^ 

In  this  tcxtj  we  have  an  account  of  the  kind  and  nature  of  that 

•  Th€  dctth  of  Chrift  was  the  !aft  (Up  of  his  humiliation;  by  which  he  uwlcr* 
went  the  mpil  grievous,  the  nioft  dreadful,  and  the  grcatcft  pumflunent  for  the 
fins  ot  mea.    Antff. 
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death  which  Chrift  died  s  as  alfo  of  the  canfes  of  it^  both  princi- 
pal and  inftnimental. 

F'trfty  The  kind  and  nature  of  the  death  Chrift  died,  which  is 
here  defcribed  more  generally,  as  a  violent  death,  Te  havejlam 
him:  and  more  particularfy,  as  a  moft  ignominious,  curfed,  di£- 
honourable  death  \  ye  ha\fe  crticified  him. 

Secondly i  The  caufes  of  it  are  here  likewife  expreiled :  and  that 
both  pincipal  and  xnftrumentaL  The  principal  caufe,  pdrinitting^ 
ordering,  and  difpodng  all  thlAgs  about  it,  was  the  determinate 
counfel  and  fore«knowledge  of  God.  There  was  not  an  a£tion  or 
circumftance  but  came  under  this  moft  wife  and  holy  counfel  and 
determination  of  God* 

The  inftruments  cffefting  it  were  their  wicked  hands.  *  This 
fore^knowledge  and  counfel  of  God,  as  it  did  no  way  necei&tate 
or  enforce  them  to  it  \  fo  neither  doth  it  excufe  their  faA  h-om  the 
leaft  aggravation  of  its  finfulneft.  It  did  no  more  compel  or  force 
their  wicked  hands  to  do  what  they  did,  than  the  mariner's 
hoifting  up  his  fails,  to  take  the  wind  to  ferve  his  defign,  compels 
the  wind.  And  it  cannot  excufe  their  a£tion  from  one  circum«- 
ihnce  of  fin ;  becauic  God's  end  and  manner  of  aAing  was  one 
thing,  their  end  and  manner  of  acting  another.  His,  moft  pure 
and  holy ;  thebrs,  moft  malicious  and  daringly  wicked.  Idem  quod 
diiG  facittnty  non  tfl  idem*  To  this  piurpofe  a  grave  divine  well  ex- 
prelles  it^ 

.  In  rcfpeft  of  God,  Chrift's  death  was  jufticc  and  mercy.  In  re- 
fpedl  of  man,  it  was  murder  and  cruelty.  In  refpeA  of  himfelf,  it 
^was  obedience  and  humilityf .    Hence  our  note  is» 

Do  A.  That  our  Lord  Jeftis  Chrtfl  'was  not  only  put  to  deaths  but  to 
the  worfi  of  deaths y  even  the  death  of  the  crofs^ 

To  this  the  apoftle  gives  a  plain  teftimony,  Phil.  ii.  8.  «  He 
*<  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs  i"  where 
his  humiliation  is  both  fpecified  -,  he  was  humbled  to  death ;  and 
aggravated  by  a  moft  emphatical  reduplication,  even  the  death' of 
the  crofs.  So  Afts  v.  30.  "  Jefus  whom  ye  flew  and  hanged  on  a 
"  tree :"  q.  d,  it  did  not  fufficc  you  to  put  him  to  a  violent  death, 
but  you  :^lfo  put  him  to  the  niofl  bafe,  vile  and  ignominious  death; 
**  70a  hanged  him  on  a  tree." 

On  this  point  we  will  difci^fs  thefe  three  particulars,' viz.  The 
Vol.  L  No.  6.  *      S  f 

*  The  Jews  cannot  be  excufablc,  for  they  a^ednot  in  obcdknce  to  the  fecrct 
porpofe  of  God;  but,  being  excited  by  hatred  and  corrupt  alFcaion*,  they  flew  the 
innocent  Jeios,  contrary  to  the  kw^    JPmremt, 

t  Morning  Exercifes  at  St  Gile^V  P*  4S9. 
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nature  or  Und^  the  manner  aiid  rcafins  oi  Chrift's  death  upon  the 
tree. 

1.  1  flia41  open  the  fciiid  or  nature  of  hii  xicath,  by  fliewing  you 
that  it  was  a  violent j  painful,  Jbaniefuly  eurfed^  Jl^'^  ZtiA  fuccourUp 
death. 

Firjl,  It  was  a  violent  death  that  Chrift  dred.  Violent  in  itfelf, 
though  voluntary  on  his  part.  ♦<  He  was  cut  otFout  of  the  land  of 
"  the  living,"  Ifa.  liii.  8.  And  yet  «  he  laid  down  his  lifeof  him- 
«  fetfj  no  mail  took  it  from  him,"  Johnx#  17.  I  call  his  death 
violent^  because  he  died  not  a  natural  deatlv,  i.  e.  he  lived  not 
-till  nature  was  confumed  with  age,  as  it  is  in  many  who  live  till 
their  balfamum  radicaUy  "  radical  moifture/*  like  the  oil  ki  die 
lamp,  be  quite  confumed,  and  then  go  out  like  an  expiring  lamp. 
It  was  not  fo  with  Chrift :  for  he  was  but  in  the  flower  and  prime 
of  his  time  when  he  died.  And  indeed,  he  drui  ft  either  die  a  violent 
death,  or  not  die  at  all;'  partly,  becaufe  there  was  no  fin  in  him, 
to  open  a  door  to  natural  death  5  as  k  doth  in  all  others.  Pardy, 
becaufe  elfe  his  death  had  not  been  a  iatrifice  acceptable  and 
fatisfaclory  to  God  for  us.  That  which  died  of  itfelf  Was  never 
offered  up  to  God  \  but  that  which  was  -flain,  when  it  xras  in  its 
full  ftrength  and  heahh.  The  temple  was  a  type  of  the  body  of 
Chrift,  John  ii.  19.  Now,  when  the  temple  was  deftroy cd,  it  did 
71^  drop  down  a6  an  anticnt  flrufture  decayed  by  time,  but  was  ' 
pulled  down  by  violence,  when  it  was  ftanding  in  its  fiill  ftrength.  I 
Thcrefort  he  is  faid  xofitffer  death^  and  to  be  pat  to  death  for  us  in  | 
the  flefh)  i  Pet.  iii.  18.  '  That  is  the  firft  thing.  It  was  a  violent,  , 
though  a  voluntary  death.  For  violent  is  not  oppofed  to  volun« 
tary;,  but  to  natural.  ' 

*  Siro/idly^  The  death  of  the  crofs  was  a  moft  painftil  death.  In-  | 
detul  in  this  death  were  many  deaths,  contrived  in  one.  The  | 
crois  was  a  rack  as  well  as  a  gibbet.  The  pains  which  Chrift  fnf-  , 
fi.#'ed  upon  the  crofs,  are  by  the  apoftle  emphatically  fliled  T(»?fcAw. 
ctf  daraTv,  A&s  il.  24.  **  The  pains  of  death  f  but  properiy  they  I 
fignify  the  pangs  of  travail :  yea,  the  btrth-pangs,  the  moft  acute  | 
forrows  of  a  travailing  woman. ^  His  foul  was  in  travail,  ifa.  Uii*  i 
his  body  in  bitter  pangs ;  and  being  as  Aquinas  fpeaks,  optinte  cm-  i 
pleSfionatusy  of  the  moft  excellent  crafts,  exaft  and  juft  tempera-  j 
ment ;  his  fcnfes  were  more  acute  and  delicate  than  ordinary;  ami 
all  the  time  of  his  fuffering,  fo  they  condnued ;  not  in  the  leaft 
blunted,  dulled,  or  rebated,  by  the  pains  he  fiiffered. 

«  The  death  of  Chrift,  doubtleii,  contained  the  greateft  and 
««  acuteft  pains  imaginable*  :  becaufe  thcfc  pains  of  Chrift  idonf> 
■    ■-■         ■  -■■*.. 

*  Cotitinebat  panas  maxima t^  qma  mifermm.iUam  tfttm^qmkmty  ^  buKinvm  petals 
mertkantur.    Aine£  sncditat. 
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**'  were  intended  to  equalize  all  that  mifery  which  the  fm  of  men 
"  deferved,"  all  that  pain  which  the  danmcd  fhall,  and  the  elect 
deferve  to  feeL  Now,  to  have  pains  meeting  at  once  upon  one 
perfon,  equivalent  to  all  the  p^ins  of  the  dan\ned  \  judge  you  what 
a.  plight  Chrifl:  wa3  in. 

Tiirdly,  The  death  of  the  cro&was  a  fhameful  death:  not  onjy 
becaufe  the  crucified  were  ftripped  quite  naked,  and  fo  expofed 
as  fpectacles  of  ihame  ^  but  mainly,  becaufe  it  wa:$  a  kind  of  death 
which  was  appointed  for  the  bafeft,  and  vileft  of  men. 

The  free-men  when  they  conunitted  capital  crimes,  were  not 
condemned  to  the  crols.  No,  that  was  looked  upon  as  the  death 
;^)pointed  for  flaves*.  Tacitus  calk  \tfervikfu^lic:umy  the  punish- 
ment of  a  flave:  and  to  the  fame  fenfe  Juvenal  fpeaks,  pone  crucem 
firvof  put  the  erofs  upon  the  back  of  a  flave.  As  they  had  a 
great  efteem  of  a  free-man,  fo  they  manifefted  it,  even,  when  they 
had  forfeited  their  lives,  in  cutting  them  off  by  more  hpnourable 
kinds  of  death.  This,  by  hanging  oa  the  tree,  was  always  ac- 
counted naofl:  ignommious.  To  this  day  we  fay  of  him  that  is 
hanged.  He  dies  the  death  of  a  dog:  and  yet  it  is  faid  of  our  Lord 
Jefus,  Heb*  xii.  2.  He  not  only  endured  the  crofs,  but  alio  defpifed 
the  fhame.  Obedience  to  his  Father's  will»  and  zeal  for  our  fal- 
vation,  made  him  digeft  the  ihame  of  it,  and  defpife  the  bafenefs 
(ihat  was  in  it. 

Fourthly^  The  death  of  the  crofs  was  a  curfed  death.  Upon  tliat 
account  he  is  faid  to  be  ^  made  n»r(^»^  a  curfe  for  us;  For  it  is 
"  written,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree,"  Gal.  iii. 
13.  <*  His  body  ihall  not  remain  all  night  upon  the  tree,  but 
<<  thou  (halt  in  any  wife  bury  him  that  day  *,  for  he  that  is  hang- 
<*  cd  is  accurfed  of  Godf.**  The  very  fymbol  of  lifting  tlaera  up 
betwixt  heaven  and  earth  carried  much  ihame  in  it.  X'or  it  im- 
plieth  this  in  it,  that  the  perfon  fo  ufed,  was  fo  execrable,  bafe^ 
and  vile,  that  he  defervcd  not  to  tread  upon  the  earth  or  touch 
the  furface  of  the  ground  any  more.  And  the  command  for  bury- 
ing them  that  day,  doth  not  at  all  mitigate,  but  rather  aggravates 
this  curfe :  fpealung  the  perfon  to  be  fo  abominable,  that,  as  he  is 
lifted  up  into  the  air,  and  hanging  between  heaven  and  earth,  as 
unwortliy  es^er  to  fet  fopt  more  upon  the  eaith \  fo  when  dead^ 
vhey  were  to  hailcQ  to  bury  him,  that  fuch  an  abominable  iight 

*  f^adi  Lyffium  4r crusty  L  X.  c*  ll.     Iwgmtd  bamimis  tuMa  efi  ejhmatio. 
Homer  m  \^  axft  Ociyfle,   calls  tklt  dea^  ^n  x»^cB^y,  i..  e.  impure ^  aa^ 
Eailatkius  fuo^oy,  i.  e.  bafe. 

f  This  is  appointed,  not  in  honour  of  the  hUrial  of  the  dead  body,  but  to,tKe 
ead  that  fnch  a  b^dy,  i^hich  waf  accuried>  might  be  quicker  removed  from  the  Cue* 
face  of  the  eftrth,  thatfip  the  earth  might  not  he  defiled,     fhm  Boafitrim^ 
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might  be  removed  as  foon  sb  might  be^  from  before  the  eyes  of 
men ;  and  that  the  earth  might  not  be  defiled,  by  his  lying  on  the 
furface  of  it,  when  taken  down* 

However,  as  the  kamed  Junius  hath  judidoully  obferved,  this 
curfe  is  only  a  ceremonial  curie  \  for  otherwiie  it  is  neither  in  it« 
felf,  nor  by  the  law  of  nature,  or  by  civil  law,  more  execrable  than 
any  other  death.  And  the  main  reafon  why  the  ceremonial  law 
affixed  the  curfe  to  this,  rather  than  to  any  other  death,  was 
principally  with  refpeft  to  the  death  Chrift  was  to  die.  And 
therefore,  reader,  fee  and  admire  the*  providence  of  God,  that 
Chrift  fhould  die  by  i  Roman,  and  not  by  a  Judaic  law.  For  cm* 
cifying,  or  hanging  on  a  tree,  was. a  Roman  punifhment,  and  not 
In  ufe  among  the  Jews.     But  the  fcriptures  cannot  be  broken. 

Fifthly f  THie  death  <if  the  croft  xn^  a  very  flow  and  lingering 
death.  They  died  leifurely.--  Which  ftill  increafeth  and  aggra- 
vateth  the  mifery  of  It.  If  a  man  muft  die  a  violent  death,  it  is  a 
favour  to  be  difpatched :  as  they  that  are  prefled  to  de^,  beg 
for  more  weight.  And  it  is  a  favour  to  thofe  that  are  hanged,  to 
be  fmittcn  on  the  brcaft,  or  plucked  by  the  heels  by  their  friends.. 
'  On  the  contrary,  to  hang  long  in  the  midft  of  torttires,  to  have 
death  coming  upon  us  with  a  flow  pace,  that  we  piav  fcel  every 
tread  of  it,  as  it  comes  on,  is  a  mifery. 

The  tyrant  that  heard  the  poor  mar^p*  was  dead  under  his  firft 
torments,  faid,  as  one  difappointed,  Evnjitj  "  He  hath  efcapcd 
«<  me.**  For  he  intended  to  have  kept  him  much  longer  under 
torments.  And  It  was  the  cruel  counfel  of  another  to  hb  execu- 
tioner )  <*  Let  him  die  fo  as  he  may  feel  himfelf  how  he  dies*/* 
And  furely  in  this  n;(peft  it  was  worfe  for  Chrift,  than  any  other 
that  ever  was  nailed  to  the  tree.  For  all  the  while  he  hanged 
there,  he  remained  full  of  life  and  acute  fenfe.  His  life  departed 
not  gradually,  but  was  whole  in  him  to  the  laft.  Other  men  die 
gradually,  and,  to^vards  tlieir  end,  their  fenfe  of  pain  is  much 
blunted.  They  faulter,  and  expire  by  degrees,  but  Chrift  ftood 
under  the  pains  of  death  in  his  full  ffrength.  f  His  life  was  whole 
in  him.  This  was  evident  by  the  mighty  out-cry  he  made  when 
he  gave  up  the  ghoft,  which  argued  him  to  be  full  of  fbcngth, 
contrary  to  the  experience  of  all  other  men.  Wliich  made  the 
centurion  when  he  heard  it,  to  conclude,  <«  Surely  this  was  the 
«  Son  of  God,"  Mark  XV.  37,  39. 

Sixthly i  It  was  a  fuccourlcft  and  helplefs  death  to  Chrift.  Some- 
tunes  they  gave  to  malefaftors  amidft  their  torments,  ^'megxrmi 

•   Mfriatiir,  ut/entiaf/e  wf^ri, 

t  Chrift  retained  life  and  ftrcngih  fo  long  as  he  plcafed,  and  laid  them  dff« 
when  be  pleif^    4m^. 
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myrrh,^  t6  bkint,  dull,  and  ftupify  their  fenfes.  And  if  they 
hanged  long>  would  break  their  bones  to  difpatch  them  out  of  their 
pains.  Chrift  had  none  of  this  favour.  Inftead  of  vinegar  and 
myrrh)  they  gave  him  vinegar  and  gall  to  drink,  to  aggravate  his 
torments.  And  for  the  breaking  of  his  bones  he  prevented  it, 
by  dying  before  they  came  to  break  his  legs.  For  the  fcriptures 
muft  be  fulfilled,  which  fay,  Hot  a  bone  ofhimfball  be  broken. 

This  now  was  the  kind  and  nature  of  that  death  he  died.  Even 
the  violent,  painful,  fhameful,  curfed,  flow,  and  fuccourleis  death 
of  the  crofs.  An  ancient  puniihment  both  among  the  Ro- 
mans and  Carthkgimans*.  But  in  honour  of  Chrift,  who  died 
this  death,  Conftantine  the  Great  abrogated  it  by  law,  ordaining 
that  none  ihould  ever  be  crucified  any  more,  becaufe  Chrift  died 
that  death. 

Secondly,  As  to  the  manner  of  the  execution.  They  that  were 
condemned  to  the  death  of^he  crofs,  (faith  f  a  learned  Antiquary 
of  our  own)  bare  their  crois  upon  their  own  fhoulders,  to  the 
place  of  execution.  They  were  ftripped  of  all  their  clodies,  for 
they  fuffered  naked.  And  then  were  faflened  fo  the  crofs  with 
nails. 

The  manner  how  that  was  done  %,  one  gives  us  in  thele 
words.  They  ftretched  him  out  (meaning  Chrift)  like  another 
Ifaac  upon  his  own  burden,  the  crofs ;  that  fo  they  might  take  mea- 
fure  of  the  holes.  And  ^though  the  print  of  his  blood  upon  it,  gave 
them  the  true  length  of  his  body ;  yet  how  fh4£tly  do  they  take  it 
longer  than  the  truth.  Thereby  at  once  to  crucify  and  rack  him. 
Then  being  nailed,  like  as  Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpent,  fo  was  the 
Son  of  man  lifted  up.  And  when  the  crofs,  with  the  Lord  faften-* 
ed  on  it,  fell  into  its  ibcket,  or  bafis,  it  jerked  the 'whole,  and  every 
part  of  his  facred  body.  And  the  whole  Weight  hanging  upon  his 
nailed  hands,  the  wounds  by  degrees  grew  wider  and  wider :  till 
at  laft  heexpired  in  the  midft  of  thofe  tortures. 

And  that  the  equity  of  their  proceedings  might  the  better  ap- 
pear to  the  people,  the  caufe  of  the  puniihment  was  written  in 
capital  letters,  and  fixed  to  the  tree  over  the  head  of  the  malefac- 
tor. Of  this  appendant  to  this  kind  of  death,  I  (hall  fpeak  difl> 
tin£Uy  in  the  next  fermon,  before  I  come  to  handle  the  manner 
of  his  death :  there  being  fo  much  of  providence  in  that  drcum- 
fbnce^  as  invites  us  to  fpend  more  than  a  few  tranfient  thoughts 
upon  it.     Meanwhile,  in  the  next  place, 

TAtrJ/jf  We  will  enquire  briefly  into  the  reafons  why  Chrift 

^  Sozom,  lib.  i.  cap.  8. 

{Godwin's  Antiq.  L  3.  fc<ft.  3.  p.  Ipa. 
lierles'  Conteznplat.  of  Chrill's  paffion. 
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d»«i|  thisj.  nfioast  iih^n  zuf  other  Ifind  of  d^th^  A^d  amongft 
otbcTOj  d^efe  three  ard  obvious. 

jFjtV)^,  Becaufe  Chriil  muft  bciur  the  curfe  in  his  deathi  and  » 
curfe  bjrlawwa^a^edtono  other  kind  of  deai;^,  as  it  waitothis. 

Thelearoed  Maiiua  upoa  Joihua  ii.  39.  coHuncating  upon  the 
death  of  Kiog  Ai^  who  was  hanged  upon  the  tre^,  until  the  even- 
ings tells  ug»  <<  "*  That  the  principal  reaibu  of  the  loalediftioQ 
<f  aD4  enearaUencfs  of  his  death  wasj  bc^aufe  the  death  of  Clmft 
^f  W^  prefigured  in  that  myStery"  Chrift  cai^e  to  take  ^wa;  the 
CUI&  irom  us  by  thi$  death  i  and  A>  muft  hp  made  a  curfb.  On 
hm  ouift  aU  the  curfea  of  the  moral  law  U^  whid^  were  duf  to 
vst .  And  that  nothing  might  be  waja^ng  to  make  i%  a  full 
Curfet  the  very  death  he  diedf  muft  al£b  hs^ve  a  cereiQoi^  eyrie 
ijpon  it. 

Seconnffff  Chrift  died  this,  rather  than  aay^other  kind  of  death; 
to  fulfil  the  types,  nhd  preiigurations  that  of  oki  were  mta^e  with 
Ycfpeck  to  it«  All  the  facritices  were  li&od  up  irom  the  earthj  up- 
9n  the  altar.  But  efpecially  the  brazen  farpcnt  pre£^rad.  this 
^e^thy  Numb.  x&u^^.  Mofes  made  a  ferpent  q{  hnSk,  and  put  it 
upon  a  pole.  And,  faith  Chrift,  John  iii.  14.  <' As  Mofes  lifted 
^^  up  tbe  fopent  in  the  wilderne&,  fo  muft  this  Son  of  man  be  lift* 
^  ed  up/'  that  fo  he  nught  correfpond  with  ths^;  lively  type,,  made 
of  him  in  the  wildemefs. 

Thirdif^  Chrift  died  this,  rather  than  any  other  death,  becayie 
k  was  ptedifted  ofhimt  and  in  him  muft  all  tlie  predi£iions>  as  well 
aat]npfis,  be  fiiUy  accompliflied.  The  pfalmift  fpakein  theperibn 
of  Cbrifty  of  this  death>  as  plainly  as  if  he  had  nuiier  been  writing 
the  hiftory  of  what  was  done,  than  a  prophecy  of  what  was  to  be 
done,  fo  many  years  afterwards,  Pfal.  xxii.  16,  17.  «  For  dogs 
^  lant  compared  me  about,  the  aftembly  of  the  wicksed  have  iiir 
<<  clofed  me:  they  pierced  my  hands  and  feet;  I  may  tell  all  my 
<<  bones ;  they  look  and  ftare  upon  mc.''  Which  hath  a  manifeft  rer 
fereace  to  the  diftenfton  of  all  liis  members  upon  the  tree,  xbich 
was  a  rack  to  him.  bo  Zech.  xiL  10.  <^  They  (hall  look  upon  me, 
«  whom  they  have  pierced."  Yea,  Chrift  himfdf  had  foretold 
the  death  he  fho  ili  die,  in  the  forecited,  John  ill.,  14.  faying^ 
1«  Hcmuft  be  lift.:d  ^p,"  i.  e.  hanged  between  h<av^  a^  eafth. 
And  the  facipturc:  miuft  be  fuUiUed. 

Thus  you  hav'i  a  onef  account  both  <^  the  kind,  maaneV)  and 
reafons  of  this  deatli  of  Chrift.  The  unprovement  of  it,  yoM 
liaire  in.  the  following  inferences  of  truth,  deducible  irom  it* 

♦  J^otijima  tavfa  maUdiSliQnU  bujus  /;/?,  qttia  Cbri/lm  in  »rjJUn9  fffJ^ff^^** 
Mafius. 
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hfiereme  i.  IsQiriftdeadf  anddiiflicdie  the  vioAent^  pMSlifuls 
fliamefuly  curfed)  flow,  and  iiiccourkis  death  of  ^  demcn/tra'- 
the  crofs  ?  Thenfitrely  there  is  firgtvemefs  with  fi^^^fparchnfor 
God,  and  pknieout  redemption  jor  the  greateji  of  .f,, /^L./f  A^^ 
Jhmersy  that  by  faiih  t^  the  bhod  of  the  ^ifi  1  t^Jgreatejt  ^/m^ 
to^  their  poor  gvUty  JMs.  -So  fpeaks  the  apoftle. 
Col.  i.  14.  <<  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  bltfod^ 
<^  even  the  forgivemtds  df  t^s.^^  And  1  John  i.  7.  <<  The  blood 
«  of  Chrift  cl^nfethiis  firom  all  fin."  Two  things  will  makt  this 
demonftrable. 

Firftj,  That  there  is  a  fitfficient  eflkacy  in  this  blood  of  the  Asft 
to  fixpiate  the  greotefl  fies.  < 

Secondly,  Tlut  the  efficacy,  (rf*  it  is  deiigned  and  intended  by 
God  lor  believing  finnets.  How  deai-ly  doi  both  thefe  propn 
fitions  lie  in  the  wcxrd  ? 

Fir/h  That  there  is  fuffieient  efficacy  in  the  blood  of  the  era&^ 
to  expiate  and  wafh  away  the  greateft  fins.  This  is  manifiefli,  fbt 
h  Y&precious  bhodf  as  it  i^  called,  I  Pet.  i.  i8*  **  Ye  were  not  re- 
<<  deeined  with  cdrrupcible  things,  as  filver  and  gold ;  but  with 
<«  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son  of  God."  This  precionfoefs  of 
the  Uood  of  Chrift  rifeth  from  the  union  it  hath  with  that  perfeiu 
who  b  over  all,  God  blefled  for  ever.  And  on  that  account  is 
ftiled'the  blood  of  God,  A£b  x^.  2^ ;  and  fo  it  becottm  royals 
prinody  blood :  Yea,  fuch  for  the  .digraty,  and  efficaey  of  it,  as 
lievier  was  created,  or  ihail  ever  nm  in  any  other  veins  but  his; 
Thfe  blood  of  all  the  creatures  in  the  world,  even  a  fea  of  hnmaii 
blood  bears  no  niore  proportion  to  the  precious  and  exoeUelit 
Mood  of  Chrift,  than  a  dSfli  of  common  water,  to  ariverof  Kifiiid  ^ 
gold.  On  the  account  of  its  invaluable  precioufinefs,  •  it  becoinei 
iatjsfying  and  reconciling  blood  to  God.  So  the  apoftlt  ^icaks^. 
Col.  i.  20.  «<  And  (having  made  peace  through  the  bk>od  of  his 
«<  crofs)  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  to  himfetf  $  by  bins  I  fay^ 
«<  whether  they  be  things  in  earthy  or  things  in  heaven/'  Thd 
iame  blood  which  is  redemptioti  to  them  that  dwell  on  earth,  is  con^ 
ftrmation  to  them  that  dwell  in  heaven.  Before  the  efficacy  <n 
thisbkxxi,  gutk  vaiiiihes,  and  ihrinks  away  as  the  ifaadow  before 
the  glorious  iun.  Every  drop  of  it  hath  a  voice,  and  fpeaks  to  the 
foul  that  fits  trenfblilig  under  its  guile  better  thii^  than  the  blood, 
of  Abel,  Heb.  xii.  24.  It  fprinkles  us  from  all  evil,  i.  e.  an  unquiet 
and  accufing  conlcience,  Heb.  x.  aa.  For  having  enough  in  it 
to  iadsfy  God,  it  muft  needs  have  enough  in  it  to  fatisfy  con^ 
foicnce* 

Coutcience  can  demand  no  more  for  its  fatisfa6tion,  nor  will  M 
take  lefs  than  God  demands  for  his  fatisfaftion.  And  in  this  blood 
IS  enongh  to  ^ve  both  fatisfafUon. 
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'  Seoomllff  As  there  is  Sufficient  efficacy  in  this  blood  to  expiate 
the  greateil  guilt ;  fo  it  is  as  manifeft,  that  the  virtue  and  efficacy 
of  it,  is  intended  and  defigned  by  God  for  the  ufe  of  believing 
finners.  Such  blood  as  this  wsis  ihed,  without  doubt,  for  fbme 
weighty  end,  that  foipe  mieht  be  the  better  for  it.  Who  they 
are  for  whom  it  is  intended,  is  plain  enough  from  A£h  xiii.  39* 
«  And  by  him  all  that  believe,  are  juftified  from  all  things,' from 
«  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mofes," 
,  That  the  remiffion  of  the  iins  of  believers  was  the  great  thing  , 
defigned  in  the  pouring  out  of  this  precious  blood  of  Chrifl,  ap« 
peats  from  all  the  facrifices  that  figured  it  to  the  ancietat  church. 
The  (bedding  of  that  typical  blood,  fpake  a  defign  of  pardon^ 
And  the  putting  of  their  hands  upon  the  head  of  the  facrifice, 
fpake  the  way  and  method  of  believing,  by  which  that  blood  was 
then  applied  to  them  in  that  way ;  and  is  (till  applied  to  us  in  a 
more  excellent  way.  Had  no  panlon  being  intended,  no  iacrificea 
had  been  aj^inted. 

Moreover,  let  it  be  confideredf,  this  blood  of  the  crofs  ts  the 
Uood  of  a  fiirety ;  that  came  under  the  fame  obligations  n^ith  u^, 
and  in  our  name  or  ftead  fhed  it :  and  fo  of  courfe  frees  and  dif^ 
charges  the  principal  ofiender,  or  debtor,  Heb.  vii.  aa.  Can  Goct 
exaA  iatisfaAion  from  the  blood  and  death  of  his  own  Son,  the 
furety  of  believers,  and  yet  ftilL  demand  it  from  believers  ?  It  can- 
not be.  "  Who  (faith  the  apoftle)  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  die 
«  charge  of  God's  cleft  ?  It  is  God  that  jufUfieth.  Who  fhall 
«  condemn  ?  It  is  Chrtft  that  died,'*  Rom.  viii.  33,  34.  And 
why  are  faith  and  repentance  prefcribed  as  the  means  of  pardon  f 
Why  doth  God  every. where  in  his  word,  call  upon  finners  to  tc- 

rt,  and  believe  in  this  blood  ?  encouraging  tKem  (b  to  do,  by 
Enany  precious  promifes  of  remiffion  \  and  declaring  the  inevi- 
table and  eternal  ruin  of  all  impenitent,  and  unbelieving  one^,  who 
defpife  and  rqeft  this1>lood  ?  What,  I  fay,  doth  all  this  fpeak,  bat 
the  poffibility  of  a  pardon  for  the  greatefi  of  finners  ;  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  frie,  full,  and  final  pardon  for  all  believing  finners  ?  O 
what  a  joyful  found  is  this  !  What  ravlfhing  voices  of  peace,  par- 
don, grace,  and  acceptance,  come  to  our  ears  from  the  blood  of 
the  crofs  ? 

The  greateil  guilt  that  ever  vras  contrafted  upon  a  trembling, 
ihaking  confcience,  can  (land  teforc  the  efficacy  of  the  blood 
of  Chrift  no  more,  than  the  finner  himfelf  can  (bind  before  the 
luftice  of  the  Lord,  with  all  that  guilt  upon  him. 

Reader,  the  word  affiires  thee,  whatever  thou  haft  been,  or 
•rt,  that  fins  of  as  deep  a  dye  as  thine,  have  been  wa(hed  away 
m  this  blood.  <^  I  was  a  blafphcmer,  a  periecutor,  injurious ;  but 
<*  I  obtained  mcrqr,'*  faith  Paul,  1  Tim.  u  1^3.    But  it  may  be 
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thou  wilt  objeA;  this  was  a  rare  and  fingular  inftancei  and  it  is 
a'great  ^ueftion  whether  any  other  finner  fhall  find  the  like  grace 
that  he  did.  No  queftion  of  it  at  all,  if  you  believe  in  Chrift,  as 
he  did ;  for  he  tells  us,  ver.  16*  «'  For  this  caufe  I  obtained  mer- 
«<  cy,  that  in  me  firft,  Jefus  Chrift  might  ihew  forth  all  Iong--fuf- 
<<  fering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which  fhould  hereafter  believe  on 
<<  ]|jiim  to  life  everlafting/^  So  that  upon  the  fame  grounds  he  olv 
tained  mercy,  you  mi^y  obtain  it  alfo. 

Thofe  very  men  vrho  had  a  hand  in  the  fheddfaig  of  Chrift's 
blood,  had  the  benefit  of  that  blood  afterwards  pardoning  them, 
AAs  ii.  36.  There  is  nothing  but  unbelief  and  impenitency  of 
heart  can  bar  thy  foul  firom  the  bleilings  of  this  blood. 

Inf*  2.  Did  Chrift  die  the  curfed  death  of  the  crofs  for  believ- 
ers, tAen  though  there  he  much  of  fain  j  there  if  nothing  ^  cur/e  in  the 
death  of  the  faints.  It  ftill  wears  its  dart,  by  which  it  ftrikes  ;  but 
hath  loft  its  fting,  by  which  it  hurts  and  deftroys.  A  ierpent  that 
hath  no  ftingi  may  hifs  and  affiight^  but  we  may  take  him  in  our 
handf  without  danger.  Death  poured  out  all  its  poiibn,  and  loft 
its  fting  in  Chrift's  fide^  when  he  became  a  curie  for  us. 

But  what  fpeak  I  of  the  innocency  and  harmleflhefs  of  death  to 
believers  ?  It  is  certainly  their  friend,  and  great  benefaAor.  As 
there  is  no  curfe,  fo  there  are  many  blefCngs  in  \t,  «<  Death  is 
«  ,jrt)i2rs,"  I  Cor.  iii.  22.  Tours  as  a  fpecial  privilege  and  favour. 
Clurift  hath  not  onlyVronquered  it,  but  is  more  than  a  conqueror  | 
for  he  hath  made  it  beneficial,  and  very  ferviceable  to  the  faints. 
When  Chrift  was  nailed  to  the  tree,  then  he  faid  as  it  were  to 
death,  which  came  to  grapple  with  him  there,  <<  O  death,  I  will 
<<  be  thy  plague ;  O  grave^  1  will  be  thy  deftru6tion :''  and  fo  he 
T^as  ;  for  he  fwallowed  up  death  in  victory,  fpoiled  it  of  its  power. 
So  that,  though  it  may  now  affiright  fomeweak  believers,  yet  can- 
not hurt  them  at  all.  * 

Inf  3»  If  Chrift  died  the  curfed  death  of  the  crofs  for  us,  how ' 
cheerfully  fbouU  ^oefubmit  tOy  and  bear  any  crofs  for  Jefus  Chri/i  ?  He 
had'his  crofs,  and  we  have  ours*;  but  what  feathers  are  ours  com- 
pared with  his  f  His  crois  was  a  heavy  crofs  indeed,  yet  how  pa- 
tiently and  meekly  did  he  fupport  it  i  <<  he  endured  his  crofs,*'  we 
cannot  endtire  or  bear  ours,  though  they  be  not  to  be  named  with 
his.  Three  things  would  marveloufly  ftrengthen  us  to  bear  the 
croft  of  Chrift,  and  bring  up  a  good  report  upon  it  in  the  world. 

Firfif  That  we  Ihall  carry  it  but  a  little  way.  Secondly^  Chrift 
bears  the  heavieft  end  of  it*.  Thirdly^  Innumerable  bieifings  and 
mcrdes  grow  upon  the  crofs  of  Chrifl. 

Vol.  I.  T  t 

*  Omm*  ChnJIioMus  ifl  erttciamtf,  u  e.  Every  Chriftl>i»  i»  a  crof»*bearcr. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


3J0  The  fountain  of  Life.  SekbK  XXVL 

Firfii,  We  ihall  bear  it  but  a  littk  way.  It  fheuld  be  enough  to 
me  (&itk  *  a  bdy  one)  that  Chrift  will  have  joy  and  (brrow  halfers 
of  the  life  of  the  faints.  And  th;^  each  of  thein  (hould  have  % 
ibare  of  our  ds^Si  as  the  night  apd  day  are  kindly  partners  of 
time»  and  take  it  up  betwixt  thefn.  But  if  forrow  be  the  greedkft 
hdlfcr  of  our  davs  h^Cj^  I  kpow  joy's  day  ihall  dawn>  and  do  more 
than  recompenie  all  our  fad  hours. 

Let  my  Lord  Jefus  (fince  he  will  do  fo)  weave  my  bit-and-fpan 
length  of  tin^e  with  white  and  black;  well  and  woe* — ^Let  the  rofe 
be  neighbour  with  the  thorn..-^"  When  we  are  over  the  water, 
*^  Chrift  fhall  cry,  down  crofles,  and  v(p  heaven  for  evermore ; 
/<  down  hell,  a^d  down  death,  and  df^wn  iiq,  and  down  forrow; 
«  and  up  gloiryj  up  Ufcj  up  joy  for  evermqre*  It  i3  true,  Chrift 
'I  zr^  his  croifs  are  not  feparable  in  this  life  ;  hpwbek  Chrift  and 
<(  his  crofs  part  at  heaven's  door :  for  there  is  no  houfe^roooi  for 
«♦  croflfes  in  heaven.  One  tear,  one  %h,  one  fad  he?ut,  one  fear, 
«  one  lois,  one  thought  of  trouble  cannot  find  lodging  there."—* 
Sorrow  a^nd  the  faitits  are  not  married  together }  or  fuppofe  it  was 
{Of  heaven. (hall  mak«  a  divorce.  Life  is  but  fhort,  and  there- 
f(^e  crofies  cannot  be  long.  Our  fuffering;  are  but  for  a  wluk, 
I  Pet.. v.  ID.  They  are  but  the  fufferings  of  the  prefent  dme, 
Rom.  viii.  i8. 

Sef0tidfyf  As  we  (hall  cany  the  crofs  of  Chrift  but  a  littk  waf, 
fy  Chrift  himfelf  bears  the  hieavieft  end  of  it.  And  as  one  happi- 
ly exprdles,  he  faith  of  their  crofles,  half  mine*  He  dividcth 
fufierings  with  them,  and  takes  the  largdl  fhare  to  himfeff**' 
<«  O  how  Iweet  a  fight  (faith  one  fweetly)  is  it  to  £ee  a  croft  be- 
«<  twixt  Chrift  and  us.  To  hear  our  Redeemer  fay,  at  every  figh, 
'«  at  every  blow,  and  every  lofs  of  abeliever,  half  mine.  Fortkjr 
".  are  called  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  the  reproach  of  Chrift» 
**  Col.  ii.  24.  Heb.  xi.  26.  As  when  two  are  partners  or  owners 
«  of  a  fliip,  half  of  the  gain,  and  half  of  the  lofs,  belongeth  to 
'<  dther  of  ithe  two.  So  Chrift  in  our  fufierings^  is  half  gainer, 
'^  and  half  lofer,  with  us  t  yea,  the  heavieft  end  of  the  black  tree 
"  licth  on  your  Lord.  It  falieth  firft  upon  him,  and  but  rebounds 
^  fi-om  him  upon  vou:"  <«  The  reproaches  of  them  that  reproach* 
«  ed  thee,  are  fallen  upon  me,"  Pfal.  Ixiv.  9.  Nay,  to  fpcakas 
the  thing  is,  Chrift  doth  not  only  beaCr  half,  or  the  better  part, 
but  the  whole  of  our  crofs  and  buislen.  Yea,  he  bears  all,  and 
more  Uian  all.}  for  he  bears  us  and  our  burden  too,  or  eUe  we 
would  quickly  fmk,  and  faint  under  it. 

•  If  twenty  crofles  be  written  for  you  in  God's  book,  they  wiD  come  at  hik  to 
nipetecn*  and  after  tbat  to  notbino.  Put  your  bead  betwixt  Cbrift't  breafts  for 
evermore,  and  Wft  fWo  fof(  band  £aU  drx  your  face,  and  wipeawjiy  yoor  t«ars. 
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Tkirdljs  As  wc  have  not  far  to  carry  \U  ahd  Chrift  carries  the 
heavieft  part  j  yea,  all  the  burden  for  us  \  yea,  us  and  out  burden 
too;  ft),  in  the  laft  place,  it  is  revivihg  to  think  what  an  innutne- 
rable  multitude  of  bleffings  and  mercies  are  the  fruit  and  ofisptihg 
ef  a  (an^tified  crofs.  Skic^  that  tree  was  (b  richly  watered  with 
the  blood  of  Chrift  \  what  ftore  6f  choice,  atid  rich  fruits  doth  it 
bear  to  believers  ? 

Our  fuflFerings  (faith  one)  are  waflied  in  the  blobd  of  Chrift,  as 
weU  as'  our  fouls.  "  For  vhnft^s  merits  bought  a  blefling  to  the 
^«  erodes  of  the  Sons  of  God.  Our  troubles  owe  us  a  free  pafTage 
«<  through  him.  Devils,  and  men,  and  crofles,  are  our  debtors; 
««  and  death,  and  all  ftorihs  are  our  debtors,  to  blow  oar  poor 
«*  tofied  bark  over  the  water  freight-free :  and  to  fet  the  travellers 
«  in  their  own  known  ground.  Therefore  we  fliall  die,  and  yet 
*«  live. — ^I  know  no  man  hath  a  velvet  crofs,  but  the  crofs  is  made 
«*  of  what  God  will  have  it ;  but  verily,  howbelt,  it  be  no  war- 
*«  rantaUe  market  to  buy  a  crofs,  yet  I  dare  not  fay,  O  that  I  had 
«  liberty  to  fell  Chrift's  crofs,  left  therewith  alfo  I  fhouM  fell  joy, 
"  comfort,  fenfeoflove,  patience,  and  the  kind  vifits  ofabride- 
"  groom. — ^I  have  but  fmall  experience  6f  fufferings  for  Chrift,  but 
«  let  my  Judge  and  witneis  in  heaven,  lay  my  foul  in  the  bahnce 
*<  of  jufticc ;  if  I  find  not  a  young  heaven,  and  a  little  paradJfe  of 
**  plorious  comforts,  and  fouWeughting  love^kiflbs  of  Chrift,  in 
«<  mfiering  for  him  and  his  truth.— My  prifon  is  my  palace,  my 
'«  forrow  is  with  child  of  joy ;  my  loflcs  are  rich  lofles,  my  pain 
«  eaiypain,  my  heavy  days  are  holy  days  and  happy  dnys.  I  may 
^  tell  a  ne*r  tale  of.  Chrift  to  my  friends. — O  what  owe  I  to  the 
<*  file,  and  to  the  hammer,  and  to  the  fiirtiaee.  of  my  Lord  Jefus  ! 
««  who  hath  now  let  me  fee  how  good  the  wheat  of  Chrift  is,  that 
«<  goes  through  his  mill,  and  his  oven,  to  be  made  bread  for  Kis 
«*  own  table.  Grace  tried  is  better  than  grace,  and  more  than 
**  grace.     It  is  glory  in  its  infancy. 

•*  Who  knows  the  truth  of  grace  without  a  trial. — O  how  little 
**  getteth  Chrift  of  us,  but  what  Tie  winneth  (to  fpeak  fo)  with 
<*  much  toil  and  pains?  And  how  foon  would  faith  freeze  without 
«*  a  crofs?  Bear  your  crofs  therefore  with  joy."  » 

Inf.  4.  Did  Chrift  die  the  death,  yea,  the  wqrft  of  deaths  for 
us  ?  Then  it  follows,  that  our  mercies  are  brought  forth  with  great 
difjicultf  ;  and  that  which  isfweet  to  tis  in  the  fruition,  war  cofltj,  and 
hard  to  Chrift  in  the  acqutfttion.  Surely,  upon  every  mercy  wc 
Have  this  motto  written,  i he  price  ofhhod.  Col.  i»  14.  «  In  whom 
<*  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood :"  Upon  which  a  late 
neat  *  writer  delivers  himfelf  thus,     <«  The  way  of  grace  is  here 


*  Locker  en  CoL 
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<<  coniklerablc ;  life  comes  through  death ;  God  cc»nes  m  Chrifi  \ 
f^  and  Chrift  comes  in  blood :  the  choiceft  mercies  ccHne  through 
'<  the  grcatefl  miieries;  prime  favours  come  fwimming  in  blood  to 
*'  us»  Through  a  red  fea  Ifrael  came  to  Canaan.  Many  a  man 
'<  lod  his  life,  and  much  blood  fhed ;  the  very  land  flawing  whh 
*<  xr/ilk  and  honey  was  firft  made  to  flow  with  blood,  'ere  Ifrael 
«  could  inherit  tlie  promife.  Seven  nations  were  deftroyed,  'crc 
*'  the  land  of  Canaan  was  divided  to  the  Ifraelites,  AQs  xiii.  19.— 
<<,Sin  makes  mercy  fo  deadly  hard  to  bring  forth.  To  chriftea 
*^  friery  precious  child,  every  Benjamin^  Benoni^  every  fon  of 
*'  God's  right-hand,  a  fon  of  forrow  and  death  to  her  that  brings 
^<  him  forth*  Adam's  fweets  had  no.  bitter  till  he  tranigrefied 
**  God's  will :  one  mercy  did  not  die  to  bring  forth  another,  till 
^^  he  died.  But  oh!  how  fhould  this  raife  the  value  of  our  mer- 
**  cics  ?  What,  the  price  of  blood,  the  price  of  precious  blood, 
^<  the  blood  of  the  crofsl  O  what  an  efteem  ihould  this  raife! 

<^  Things  (as  the  fame  ingenious  author  adds)  are  prized  rather 
^<  as  they  come,  than  as  they  are.  Far  fetched  apd  dear  bought 
^<  makes  all  the  price,  and  gives  all  the  worth  with  us  weak  crea- 
^<  tures.  Upon  this  ground  the  fcripture,  when  it  fpeaks  of  our 
*'  great  fortune,  tells  the  great  price,  it  coft,  as  eying  our  weak- 
*^  nefs,  who  look  more  at  what  things  coft,  than  at  what  they 
<<  are,  A^d  as  knowing  if  any  thing  will  take  with  US|  this  wiS, 
•«  To  hkn  that  loved  us^  and  svajbed  us  frvm  ourjins  in  bis  own  Voodi 
««  Rev.  i,  5. 

*«  Man  is  a  legal  creature,  and  looks  much  at  what  is  given  for 
<«  a  thing.  What  did  this  coft?  Why,  it  coft  Chrift's  own 
**  blood.  Colour  is  more  thaq  the  cloth  with  us,  a^id  fcarlet  colour 
**  is  a  general  taking  colour  with  us;  and  therefore  is  Chrifl's  gar- 
<<  mcnt  dipped  in  blood,  and  he  admired  in  this  habit.  IVho  is 
^*  this  that  Cometh  from  Edom^  with  garments  dyed  red  from  ^ozrat^ 

Beware  then  you  abufe  not  any  of  the  mercies  that  Chrift 
brought  forth  with  fo  many  bitter  pangs  and  throws.  And  kt  all 
this  endear  Chrift  more  than  ever  to  you,  and  make  you  in  a  deep 
fenfe  pf  his  grace  and  love,  to  fay,  ^ 

Vm\h  he  tg  God  for  Jefus  Chrift ^ 
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SERMON    XXVII. 

Of  the  iignal  Providence,  which  dire^ed  and  ordereid  the  TitTe 
afiSxed  to  the  crofs  of  Christ. 

Luke  xxiji.  38. 

Ard  a  Superfcription  alfo  was  written  over  him  in  letters  qf  Greel,  snd 
.    Latin,  and  Hebrew  ;  Th'u  is  the  Kfng  of  the  Jews. 

BEFORE  I  pafs  on  to  the  Manner  of  CHirift's  death,  I  fhall  con- 
fider  the  title  affixed  to  the  crofs ;  in  which  very  much  of 
the  wifdom  of  Providence  was  difcovercd.  It  was  the  manner  of 
the  Romans,  that  the  equity  of  their  proceedings  might  the  more 
clearly  appear  to  tl\e  people,  when  they  crucified  any  man^  to  pub- 
liih  the  caufe  of  his  death,  in  a  table  written  in  capital  letters,  and 
placed  over  the  head  of  the  crucified.  And  that  there  might  be 
at  leail^  a  Ihew  and  face  of  juftice  in  ChriiVs  death,  he  alfo  fhall 
have  his  title  or  fuperfcription. 

The  word  and  moft  unrighteous  a^ons  labour  to  cover  and 
fliroud  themfelves  under  pretention  of  equity.  Sin  is  fo  fhameful 
a  thing,  that  it  cares  not  to  own  its  name.  Chrift  fhall  have  a  table 
written  for  him  alfo.  This  writing  one  evangelifl  calls  the  accufa^ 
tiofiy  aiTMf  Matth.  xxvii.  37.  Another  calls  it  the  Title,  titao;, 
John  xix.  19.  Another  the  Infcription  or  Superfcription,  iT'iypatpu, 
fo  the  text.  And  another  the  Superfcription  of  his  Accufation, 
»T*ypa^  TH5  airtafy  Mark  XV.  26.  In  fliort,  it  was  a  fair  legible  wri-  ^ 
ting,  intended  to  exprefs  the  faft  or  crime,  for  which  the  perfon 
died. 

This  was  their  ufual  manner,  though  fometimes  we  find  it  was 
publifhed  by  the  voice  .of  the  common  cryef.  As  in  the  cafe  of 
*  Attains  the  martyr,  who  was  led  about  the  amphitheatre,  one 
proclaiming  before  him,  This  is  Attains  the  Chri/lian.  But  it  was 
cuftomary  and  ufual  to  exprefs  the- crime  in  a  written  table,  as  the 
text  expreflcs  it.  Wherein  thefe  three  things  offer  themielves  to 
your  confideration. 

Firfi,  The  charafter  or  dcfcription  of  Chrifl,  contained  in  that 
writing.  And  he  is  defcribed  by  his  kingly  dignity :  f  This  is  the 
King  of  the  Jews.  The  very  office,  which  but  a  little  before, 
they  had  reproached  and  derided,  bowing  the  knee  to  him  in  mock- 
ery, faying.  Hail  King  of  the  Jews:  the  Providence .  of  God  fb 
orders  it,  dxat  therein  he  fhall  be  vindicated  and  honoured.     This 

•  Eufet.  EcclcC  Hiit  lib.  5.  c  I. 

t  TJic  fujl  title  wa»,  7bi4  U  Jefi*  •/  NazarHb  tbe  King  9/tht  Jews,    Par, 
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is  the  King  vf  the  Jews  •  Or,  as  the  other  cvangclifts  complete  it, 
This  is  Jefus  of  Nazareth  the  King  tf  the  Jews. 

Secondly,  The  pcrfon  that  drew  his  charafter  or  title.  It  was 
Filate ;  he  that  biit  now  condemned  him :  he  that  vns  hkjudp, 
fhall  be  his  heralJt  to  proclaim  hi&  glorj.  For  the  title  is  honour- 
able. Surely,  this  was  not  from  himfelf,  for  he  was  Chriii's  ene- 
my ;  but  rather  than  Chrift  ihould  Wgnt  a  tongue  to  clear  him, 
the  tongue  of  an  enemy  ihall  do  it. 

Thirdly f  The  time  when  this  honour  was  done  hkn :  It  was 
when  he  was  at  the  lowed  ebb  of  his  glory  ;  when  fliame  and  re- 
proach were  heaped  on  him  by  all  hands.  When  all  Ac.  <fifcipies 
had  forfaken  him,  and  were  fled.  Not  one  left  to  proclaim  his 
innocency,  or  fpeak  a  word  in  his  vindication.  Then  doth  the 
jsrovidence  of  God  as  ftrajigely,  as  powerfully,  over-rule  the  heart 
%ad  pen  of  Pilate*,  to  draw  this  title  for  him,  and  affix  if  to  his 
crois.  Surely  we  muft  look  higher  than  Pilate  in  this  thing,  and 
fee  how  Providence  ferves  itfelf  by  the  hands  of  Chrift's  adverfa- 
ries.  Pilate  writes  in  honour  of  Chrift,  and  Hifily  defends  it  too. 
tience  our  obfervation  is, 

Do£t.  I.  That  the  dignity  of  Chrifl  was  tpentx  proclaimed^  anih- 
fended  hy  an  enemy  ;  and  that,  in  the  time  ^ois  greaiefi  reproaches 
and  fufferings. 

To  open  tliis  myftery  of  providence  to  you,  that  you  may  not 
fiand  idly  gating  upon  Chrift's  title,  as  many  then  did  ;  we  muft, 
Firfty  Confider  the  nature  and  quality  of  this  title.  Secondlyy  What 
hand  the  Providence  of  God  had  in  this  matter.  Thirdlyy  Ami 
then  draw  forth  the  proper  ufcs  and  improvements  of  it. 

Firjly  'To  open  die  nature  and  quality  of  Chrift's  title  orinfcrip- 
tion  ^  let  it  be  thoroughly  coniidered,  and  we  fhall  find^ 

Fiffly  That  it  was  an  extraordinary  title,  varying  from  all  ex- 
amples of  that  kmd  ;  and  dii'eftly  croffing  the  tnain  defign  an^i 
end  of  their  own  cuftom.  For,  as  I  hinted  before,  the  end  of  it 
was  to  clear  the  equity  of  their  proceedings,  and  fliew  the  people 
howjuftly  they  fuflbred  thofe  puniihments  inflifked  on  them  for 
fuch  crimes.  But  lo,  here  is  a  title  expreffing  no  crime  at  all, 
and  fo  vindicating  Chrift's  iimocencyf .  This  ibme  of  them  pcr- 
cfeited,  and  moved  Pilate  to  change^  it,  not,  This  w,  but,  Thb  is  he 
thatfaid,  I  am  the  King  of  the  Jews.     In  that,  as  they  conceived, 

•  Peifiaps  the  title  was  written  accorditi^  to  cuftom,  but  our  thoi|ghts  muft  n^ 
higher,  even  to  the  purpofe  of  God,  who  would,  hy  the  writing  of  dilate,  b*^^ 
trhfill  {iuWicl^  proclaimed  King  of  the  church.     Par, 

t  This  wafl  very  remarkable,  that  a  title  was  riffi«e4  irliidi  i»p«rt«d  no  Jgu^*- 
mlny.    Cahm. 
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lay  his  crime.  O  how  ftrange  and  wonderful  a  thing  was  this  t 
But  what  fhall  we  fay !  it  was  a  day  of  wonders  and  extraordinary 
things.  As  there  was  nev^  fuch  a  perfon  crucified  before^  \o 
there  was  never  fuch  a  title  afExed  to  the  crofs  before. 

Secondly y  As  it  was  jm  extraordinary,  fo  it  was  a  public  title,  b6th 
written  and  published  with  the<greateft  advantage  of  fpreading  it- 
felf  far  and  near,  among  all  people,  that  could  be,  <<  for  k  was  writ-* 
<^  ten  in  three  languages*,  and  to  thofe  moft  known  in  the  world 
*^  at  that  time."  The  Greek  tongue  was  then  known  in  moft; 
parts  of  the  world.  The  Hebrew  was  the  Jews  native  language. 
And  the  Latin  the  language  of  the  Romans.  So  that  it  being 
written  both  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  it  was  eafy  to  be  un-* 
derftood  both  by  Jews  and  Gentiles. 

And  indeed,  unto  this  the  providence  of  God  had  a  ipecial  e^e^ 
to  make  it  notorious  and  evident  to  all  the  world ;  for  even  (o  all 
things  deiigned  for  public  view,  and  knowledge  were  written.  Jo* 
fqihi^s  tells  us  of  certain  pillars,  on  which  was  engraven'^in  letters  of 
Greek,  and  Latin,  <<  It  is  a  wickednefs  for  ftrangers  to  enter  into 
"  the  holy  glaecf  ."  So  the  foldicrs  of  Gordian,  the  third  empe- 
ror, when  he  was  flain  upon  the  borders  of  Perfia,  raifed  a 
monument  for  him,  and  engraved  his  memorial  upon  it,  in  Greeks 
Latin,  Perfic,  Judaic,  and  Egyptiac  letters,  that  all  people  might 
read  the  fame.  And  as  it  was  written  in  three  learned  langus^es, 
fo  it  was  expoled  to  view  in  a  public  place;  and  at  that  time,,  when 
multitudes  of  ftrangers,  as  well  as  Jews,  were  at  Jerufalem  ;  it  was 
at  the  time  of  the  pafibver  \  fo  that  all  things  concurred  to  fpread 
and  divulge  the  innocency  of  Chrift,  vindicated  in  this  title. 

Thirdly y  As  it  was  a  public,  fo  it  was  an  honourable  title.  Such 
was  the  nature  of  it,  faith  %  Bucer;  that  in  the  midft  of  death, 
Chrift  began  to  triumph  by  it.  And  by  reafon  thereof,  the  crofs 
began  to  change  its  own  nature,  and  inftead  of  a  rack,  or  engine  of 
torture,  it  became  a  throne  of  majefty.  Yea,  it  might  be  called 
now,  as  the  church  itfelf  is.  The  faUar  and  ground  of  truth;  for  it 
held  put  much  of  the  gofpel,  much  ^f  the  glory  of  Chrift ;  as  that 
pillar  doth,  to  which  a  royal  proclamation  is  affixed. 

Fourthly^  It  was  a  vindicating  title  :  it  cleared  up  the  honour^ 
dignity^  and  Innocency  of  Chrift,  againft  all  the  filfe  imputations, 
calunmies,  and  bl%rphemies,  which  were  caft  upon  him  before,  by 
the  wicked  tongues,  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles. 

They  had  called  him  a  deceiver,  an  ufurpcr,  a  blafphemer;  they 
rent  their  clothes,  in  token  of  their  deteftation  of  his  blafphemy ; 

Trihu  Hmgins  t§tt  wbe  tune  vylgatiJimh,ferihivoluH  ;  «f  ab  innihu*  Ugi,  ft  intilliii 
/«•««?.     Pareui. 

T  Tm  loenm  JanBum  imgrnO  mliemigenU  nefas  efi, 
i  But$rinU<* 
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becaufe  he  made  Uinielf  the  Son  of  God,  and  King  of  IfracL  But 
now  in  this,  they  acknowledged  him  to  be  both  Lord  and  Savionr. 
Not  a  mock  king,  as  they  had  made  him  before*  So  that  herein 
the  honour  of  Chrifl  was  fiiUy  vindicated. 

Fifthly  Moreover  it  was  a  prediBing  and  p^efaging  title*.  Evi- 
dently mrefhewing  the  propagation  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  and  the 
Reading  of  his  name  and  glory  among  all  kindreds,  nationSj 
tongues^  and  languages.  As  Chrift  hath  right  to  enter  into  all 
the  kii^dom$  of  the  earth,  by  his  gofpel,  and  fet  up  his  throne  in 
every  nation :  fo  it  was  prefaged  by  this  title  that  he  fhould  do  fo. 
And  that  both  Hebrews,  Greeks,  and  Latins  fhould  be  called  to 
the  knowledge  of  him.  Nor  is  it  a  wonder,  that  this  (hould  be 
predicted  by  wicked  Pilate,  when  Caiaphas  himfelf,  a  man  every 
way  as  wicked  as  he,  had  prophefied  to  the  fame  purpofe,  John 
xi.  51,  52.  For  being  High-prieft  that  year,  he  prophefied, 
That  JefusJhouUdiefor  that  nation^  and  not  fir  that  nation  cnijf  hut 
thatayo  he  Jbould  gather  together  in  one^  the  children  of  God  that  vjtre 
/cattered  abroad.  Yea,  many  have  prophefied  in  Chrift's  name,  who, 
for  all  that,  (hall  never  be  owned  by  him,  Matth.  vii.  22. 

Sixthly,  And  laftly.  It  was  an  immutable  title.  The  Jews  en- 
deavoured, but  could  not  perfuade  Pilate  to  alter  it.  To  all  their 
importunities  he  returns  this  refolute  anfwer,  "  What  I  have  writ- 
««  ten,  I  have  written  j'*  as  if  he  (hould  fay,  Urge  me  no  more, 
I  have  written  his  title,  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  alter  a  letter,  a  point 
thereof.  «  Surely  the  conftancy  of  Pilate  at  this  time  can  bcat- 
*«  tributed  to  nothing  but  divine  Ipecial  Providencef."  Moft 
wonderful!  that  he,  who  before  was  as  unconfhmt  as  a  reed 
fhaken  by  the  wind.  Is  now  as  fixed  as  a  pillar  of  brais. 

And  yet  more  wonderful,  that  he  fhould  write  down  that^very 
particular  in  the  title  of  Chrifl,  This  is  the  King  of  the  Jetvs,  which 
.  was  the  very  thing  that  fo  feared  him  but  a  little  before,  and  was 
the  very  confideration  that  moved  him  to  give  fentence.  What 
was  now  become  of  the  fear  of  Caefiu:  ?  that  Pilate  dares  to  be 
CliriA's  herald,  and  publicly  to  proclaim  liim.  The  King  of  the 
Jenvs.    This  was  the  title. 

.  Secondly^  We  fhall  next  enquire  what  hand  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence had  in  this  bufineft. 

And  indeed,  the  providence  of  God  in  this  J^our,  a^Tled  glori- 
oufly,  and  wonderfully,  thefc  five  ways. 

Firfty  In  over-ruling  the  heyt  and  hand  of  Pilate  in  the  draught 
and  ftile  of  it,  and  that  contrary  to  his  own  inclination.  I  doubt 
^i -•■•  '       ..■■  ■    ■■  ..  .  .,,  ,   ■■  <       ■  11  '       — 

•  H«  would  hav«  U  written  in  three  lan^aget,  tlut  this  might  be  a  prefage  of 
the  future  tailing,  not  only  of  al^  the  Hebrews,  but  aifo  of  all  the  OeatUcttot^ 
kingdom  of  Chrift.    Par. 

t  H^ie  PiUSi  cinpantia    ihfna  frorldcni'-a  triheiida  ^/?.     Calrin. 
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not  but  Pilate  himfelf  was  ignorant  of,  and  far  enough  from  de- 
figning  that  which  the  wifdom  of  prayidence  aimed  at  in  thb  mat- 
ter*. He  was  a  wicked  man,  and  had  no  love  to  Chrift.  He  had 
given  fentence  of  death  againft  him  ;  yet  this  b  he  that  proclaim- 
ed him  to  be  J^/us,  King  of  the  Jews.  It  fo  over-ruled  his  pen, 
that  he  could  not  write  what,  was  in  hb  own  heart  and  intention, 
but  the  quite  contrary;  even  a  fair  and  public  teftimony  of  the 
kingly  ofiice  of  the  Son  of  God,  This  is  the  King  ^  the  Jews. 

Secondly f  Herein  the  wifdom  of  Providence  was  glorioufly  di(^ 
played,  in  applying  a  preient,  proper,  public  rem^y  to  the  re- 
proaches and  blafphemies  which  Chrift  had  then  newly  received 
in  his  name  and  honour.  The  (liperftitious  Jews  wound  him,  and 
Heathen  Pilate  prepares  a  plaifter  to  heal  him :  they  reproach,  he 
vindicates  ;  they  throw  the  dirt,  he  wa(hes  it  offl  Oh  the  pro- 
found and  infcrutable  wifdom  of  Providence  ! 

Thirdlyy  Moreover,  Providence  eminently  appeared  at  thb  time 
iu;  keeping  (o  timorous  a  perfbn,  a  man  of  (o  baie  a  (pirit,  that 
would  not  ftick  at  ^y  thing  to  pleafe  the  people,  from  receding, 
or  giving  ground  in  the  leaft  to  their  importunities.  Is  Pilate  be- 
come a  man  of  fuch  refblution  and  conftancy  ?  whence  is  thb  i  but 
fi-oni  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  fleih,  who  now  flowed  in  fo 
powerfully  upon  hb  fpirit,  that  he  could  not  chufe  but  write;  and 
when  he  had  written,  had  no  more  power  to  alter  what  he  had 
written,  than  he  had  to  refiife  to  write  it. 

Fourthly^  Herdn  alfo  much  of  the  wifdom  of  Providence  ap- 
peared>  in  cafting  the  i^ominy  of  the  death  of  Chrift  upon  thofe 
very  men  who  ought  to  bear  it*  Pilate  was  moved  by  divine 
initinA,  at  once  to  clear  Chrift,  and  accufe  them.  For  it  b  as  if 
he  had  faid,  you  have  moved  me  to  crucify  your  king,  I  have  cru^ 
cified  him,  and  now  let  the  ignominy  of  hb  death  reft  upon  your 
heads,  who  have  extorted  this  from  me.  He  b  righteous,  the 
crime  b  not  hb  but  yours. 

Fifthly^  And  laftly.  The  providence  of  God  wonderfully  difco- 
vered.  itfelf  (as  before  was  noted)  in  fixing  this  title  to  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  when  there  was  fo  great  a  confluence  of  all  forts  of  people 
to  take  notice  of  it.  So  that  it  could  never  have  been  more  ad- 
vanta^eoofly  publiflied,  than  it  was  at  this  time.  So  that  we  may 
fay,  How  wonderfut  are  the  works  of  God  I  <<  Hb  ways  are  in  the 
<<  iea,  his  paths  in  the  great  deeps ;  his  footfteps  are  not  known  :"' 
Hb  providence  hath  a  profpoA  beyond  the  underftandings  of  all 
creatures. 

Vol.  I.  U  u 

■— ^~—  ■■■    ■■  —  .,.—    ■.  ^ 

*  The  Divine  Providence  which  over«niled  the  pen  of  Pilate,  had  £ar  higher 
▼iewt,     Ca/tM. 
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•Inference  l.  Hence  k  foUows,  Thsct  ihe  providenct  <f  our  G9d  can^ 
vmi  often  doth  over^rtde  fhe  cmrrfels-M$td  aStiottf  of  the  nvorfl  of  men  to 
his  own  glory. 

Itv  can  fen'fe  itfdf  by  them  that  oppofe  h,  and  bring  about  tlic 
glory  and  iM)ROQr  of  CKriftj  by  thofe  teiy  men^  and  means^  which 
ere  ddlgned  to  lay  it  in  the  duft*  ^  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  (hall 
«*  praife  thee,"  Plal.  Ixxvi,  lo.  1^  Jews  drought  when  diey 
crowned  Chrift  with  thiH-ns,  bow^  tlie  knee,  and  mocked  him, 
\tA  hhtt  toGolgo^fliA  and  crucified  him^  ithat  now  they  had  utterly 
xlefpoiled  him  of  «11  his  kingly  dignities;  and  yet  even  there  he  is 
jiroclaimed  a  kihg.  l^hus  the  diipedton  of  thte  Jews,  Bppn  the 
death  ef  Stephen,  spread  the  ^ofp^lfer  and  near,  «  For  they  went 
«  every  where  prfeaching  the  word,**  Afts  viii.  4,  Thus  Papl's 
bonds  for  the  gofpel  fell  out  to  the  &rtherance  of  the  gofpd,  Phil. 
i.  12.  O  the  depth  of  Divine  Wii^^om !  to  propagate  and  eftaUifh 
tfee  interdft  ^rf  Jefus  Chrift,  by  thofe  very  means  that  feem  to  im- 
pprt  its  deftru^feon :  thit  extrafts  a  medknne  «o«t  of  poiibo !  How 
great  a-iapport  fliould  this  be  to  the  faith  of  Giod's  peopk !  Wicn 
aU  things  (eem  to  run  croTs  to  their  hopes  and  haf{Mne6 !  <*  Let 
•«  Ifrael  therefore  hope  in  the  Lord,  for  with  tlie  Lord  there  is 
<«  mercy,  and  with  hrni  is  plenteous  redemption,'*  Pfel.  cxxx.  7. 
i.  e^  He  is  never  at  a  loft  for  means  to  promote  and  fcxrve  his  own 
ends. 

Inf.  2.  Hence  likewife  it  follows,  Tlxit  the  gfetit^  firvunpei^ 
formed  to  Chrifi  acc'tdentnlly  and  tendefignedlyy  fhall  never  be  accepted 
nor  rewarded  of  God.  Pilate  did  Ohrift  an  eminant  picee  of  icrnce. 
He  did  that  for  Chrift  that  not  one  of  liis  owndifcipks  at  that  time 
din»it  do ;  and  yet  this  fervice  was  not  accepted  of  God,  becaoie 
he  dirf  it  tiot  deiignedly  for  his  glory,  but  from  the  mere  over- 
rulings  of  ProvSlence. 

If  there  be  firil  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted,  according  to  what 
a  man  hath,  faith  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  viii.  12.  The  eye  of  God 
is  firft  and  mainly  upon  the  will^  if  that  be  fincere  and  right  for 
God,  fmall  things  will  be  accepted;  and  if  not,  the  greatell  ihall 
be  abhorred.  80  i  Cor.  ix.  17.  If  I  do  this  thing  (i.  e.  preach 
the  gofpel)  willingly,  I  have  a  reward  \  but  if  againft  my  wiM,  a 
difpenfation  is  committed  tome,  q.  d.  If  I  upon  pure  prindpicsof 
faith  and  love,  from  my  heart,  defigning  the  gloiy  of  Godj  and 
delighting  to  promote  it  by  my  miniftry,  do  cheoHRiUy  and  willing- 
ly apply  myfelf  to  the  preaching  of  the  gofpd,  I  &ali  have  ac- 
ceptance and  reward  with  God  5  but  if  my  work  be  a  burden  to 
me,  and  the  fervice  of  God  efteemed  as  a  bondage,  why  then  pro- 
vidence may  uie  me  for  the  diipenfiag  of  the  goipel  to  otheiSt  but 
I  myfelf  ihall  lofe  both  reward  and  comf(»t.  As  it  dioth  not  ex- 
cufe  my  iin,  that  God  can, being  glory  to  himfelf  oat  of  it  s  ^ 
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oeither  doth  it  juftifyan  action  that  God  bjtth  ptfaHfe  and  honour 
accidentally  bf  it.  Paul  knew  that  evea  the  ftnfe  and  envy  in 
which  ibme  preached  Chrift»  (ho^ld  tum,  to  his  falvation ;  and 
yet  he  was  not  at  all  beholden  to  them  for  promoting  his  falvation 
that  way.  So  Pilate  here  promotes  the  honour  of  Jefus  Chrift  to 
whom  he  had  no  love»  and  whofe  glory  he  did  not  at  all  defign  in 
this  thing ;  and  therefore  hath  neither  acceptance  nor  reward*  wkh 
God. 

O  therefore^"  whatever  you  do  for  Chrift,  do  it  heartily,  defigm 
edlyi  for  his  glory;  of  a  ready  and  willing  xmnd;  with  pure  and 
fincere  aions  a)  his  glory;  for  this  is  that  the  Lord  more  refpefbf 
than  the  greateft  fervices  by  accident. 

Inf,  3.  Woidd  not  Pilate  recede  from  what  he  had  written  on 
ChrHl's  b^alf  ?  Hvw  Jhameful  a  thing  u  it  for  Chrijltam  to  rttrtiSt 
what  they  have  faid  or  dpne  on  Chrjfits  behalf?  "When  Pilate  had 
aflerted  liim  to  be  king  of  the  Jews,  he  maintained  his  aiTer- 
tion,  and  all  the  importunity  of  Chrlft's  enemies  ihall  not  move 
him  an  hair*s  breadth  from  it.  «<  Wjiat  I  have  wrkten,  I  h»vi 
*«  written,**  f .  d,  I  have  laid  it,  and  I  will  not  revoke  it.  Did 
Pilate  fay,  «  What  I  have  written,  I  have  written :"  andfiiallnot 
we  fay,  What  we  have  believed,  we  have,  believed :  and  what  we 
have  profeflcd,  we  have  profcffed  ?  What  we  have  engaged  to^ 
Chrift,  we  have  engaged.  We  will  ftand  to  what  we  have  done' 
for  him :  we  will  never  recant  our  former  ownings  of  and  appear- 
ances for  Chrtft. 

As  God's  eieftion,  fo  your  profeiEon  muft  be  ifrevocaWe,  O 
let  "him  that  is  holy  be  holy  ftill.  That  cQunfel  given  by  a  reverend 
divine  in  this  cafe,  is  both  fafe  and  good.  <<  Be  fure  (faith  he) 
^  you  ftand  on  good  ground,  and  then  refolve  to  ftand  your 
^<  ground  againft  all  the  world.  Follow  God,,  and  fear  not  men. 
««  Art  thou  godly !  repent  not  whatfoever  thy  religion  coft  thee.  Let ' 
<'  finners  repent,  but  let  not  faints  Vepent.  Let  faints  repent  of 
*<  their  faults,  but  not  of  their  faith:  of  their  iniquities,  but  not 
"  of  their  righteoufnefs.  Repent  not  of  your  righteoufaeis,  left 
•*  you  ^erward  repent  of  your  repentance.— Repent  not  of  your 
*«  zeal,  or  your  forwardnefs,  or  activity  in  the  holy  ways  of  the 
«  Lord.-— Wifh. not  yourfelves  a  ftep  farther  back,  or  a  cubit 
«  lower  in  your  ftature,  in  the  grace  of  God.  Wiih  not  any 
«  thing  undone,  concerning  which  God  will  fay,  Well  done.'' 

In  Galen's  time  it  was  a  proverbial  exprefiion,  when  any  one 
would  ihew  the  impoffibilltjr  of.  a  thing;  you  may  as  foon  turn  a 
iChriftian  from  Chrift  as  do  it« 

^  A  true  heart^hoice  of  C2irift  is  .without  referves,  and  what  is 
without  referves,  will  be  without  repentance.  There  is  ji  ftifiHefs 
and  ftoutnefs  of  fpirit  which  is  pur  fii;,     5ut  tliis  is  our  glory,  iA 
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the  matters  of  God,  futh  Luther,  I  afllime  this  title,  Cede  msliif 
«<  I  yield  to  none:"  If  ye  be  hot  and  cold,  off  and  on;  profe&, 
and  retraft  your  profeffion*  He  that  condemned  Chrift  with  his 
lips,  will  condemn  you  by  his  example.  Refolute  Pilate  ihall  be 
your  judge. 

Inf  4.  Did  Pilate  aflSx  fuch  an  honourable,  vindicating  title  to 
the  crofs  i  Then  tie  cr^s  of  Chrtfl  is  a  digmfied  crofs.  Then  the 
crois  and  fuffexings  of  Chrift  are  attended  with  glory  and  honour. 
Remember  when  your  hearts  begin  to  ftartle  at  the  fufferings  and 
reproaches  of  Chiift,  there  is  an  honourable  title  upon  the  crofs 
of  Chrift.  And  as  it  was  upon  his,  (o  it  will  be  upon  your  croTs 
alfo,  if  ye  fuffer  for  Chrift.  Mofes  faw  it,  which  made  him 
cfteem  the  very  reproaches  of  Chrift,  above  all  the  treafurps  of 
Egypt,  Heb.  xi.  26.  How  did  the  martyrs  glory  in  their  fuftrings 
for  Chrift  J  calling  their  chains  of  iron,  chains  of  gold  ;  and  their 
mruiacles,  bracelets  ? 

I  remember  it  is  ftoried  of  •  Ludovicus  Marfacus,  a  knight  of 
France,  that  when  he,  with  divers  other  Chriftians  of  an  inferior 
rank  and  degree  in  the  world,  were  condemned  to  die  for  religion, 
and  the  gaoler  had  bound  them  with  chains,  but  did  not  bind  him, 
being  a  more  honourable  perfon  than  the  reft  :  he  vras  ofendcd 
greatly  by  that  omiffion,  and  faid,-  "  Why  do  not  you  honour  roc 
«<  'with  a  chain  for  Cluift  alfo,  and  create  me  a  knight  of  that  it 
•<  luftrious  order  ?" 

«<  To  you  (faith  the  apoftle)  it  is  given  in  tlie  behalf  of  Chrift, 
««  not  only  to  believe,  but  alfo  to  fyfter  for  his  fake,"  Phil.  i.  ap. 
There  is  a  two^fold  honour  attending  the  crois  of  Chrift  ;  one  in 
the  very  fuffering  themfelves  \  another,  as  the  reward  and  friut  of 
them.  To  be  called  out  to  fuffer  for  Chrift,  is  a  great  honour. 
Yea,  an  honour  peculiar  to  the  faints.  The  damned  fufier  firoia 
Chrift,  the  wicked  fuffer  for  their  fins.  The  angels  glorify  Chrift 
by  th^ir  adive,  but  not  by  their  pafiive  obedience,  Tlii»  is  ^ 
ferved  as  afpecial  honour  for  faints. 

And  as  there  is  a  great  deal  of  honour  In  being  called  forth  to 
fufier  on  Chrift's  account }  fo  Chrift^  will  confer  fpecial  honour  op- 
en his  fuflfering  faints,  in  the  day  of  theu'  reward,  Mat.  x.  3^- 
^<  He  that  confrfles  me  before  men,  him'wiU  I  confefs  alfo  before 
«  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."  O  Sirs,  one  of  theft  days  die 
Lord  will  break  out  of  heaven,  with  a  fhout,  accompanied  with 
myriads  of  angels,  and  ten  thoufands  of  his  faints,  thofc  glittering 
courtiers  of  heaven.  The  heavens  and  earth  (hall  flame  and  melt 
before  him;  and  it  (hall  be  very  tempeftuous  round  about  himi 

•  Cur  m  mui  ftupu  Urfu  duuu,  H  iUuJtris  UKiu  orSnb  mlliltm  nen  ertoi  t  TliuW, 
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the  graves  (hall  open»  the  fea  and  earth  fhall  yield  up  theurdead.- 
You  ihall  fee  him  afcendjng  the  awful  throne  of  judgment,  and 
aU  flefh  gathered  before  his  face  \  even  multitudes,  multitudes  that 
no  man  can  number.  And  then  to  be  brought  forth  by  Chrift  be- 
fore that  great  ailembly  of  angels  and  faints  :  and  there  to  have  ax^ 
honourable  mention  and  remembrance  made  of  your  labours,  tod 
fufferings,  your  psuns,  patience,  and  felf-denial,  of  all  your  fufferr 
ings,  and  lodes  for  Chrift ;  and  to  hear  from  his  mouth,  WM 
done^  good  and  faithful  fervant :  O  what  honour  is  this  !  Tet  thb 
Ihall  be  done  to  the  man  that  now  chufes  fufferings  for  Chrift^ 
rather  than  fin  ;  That  efltems  his  reproaches  greater  riches  than  the 
treafures  of  Egypt. 

I  tell  you,  It  is  an  honour  the  angels  have 'not.  I  make  no 
doubt;  but  they  would  be  glad,  (had  they  bodies  of  flefh  as  we 
have),  to  lay  their  necks' on  the  block  for  Chrift,  But  this  is  the 
iaints  peculiar  pri^kge.  The  apoftjes  nvent  away  from  the  council 
rejoicings  that  they  ivere  honoured  to  be  difbomtsred  for  Chrijt :  Or,  as 
we  tranflate  it*^  <«  counted  worthy  to  fuffer  fluime  for  him,*'  A£b 
V.  41.  Surely,  if  there  be  znyjiigmata  iaudis^ "  marks  of  honour," 
tiicy  are  fuch  as  we  receive  for  Chrifl's  fake,  if  there  be  any 
fhame  that  hath  glory  in  it,  it  is  the  reproach  of  Chrift,,  and  the 
fliame  you  fuficr  for  his  name. 

Inf.  ^.  Did  Pilate  fo  ftiffly  aflert  and  defend  the  honour  of 
Chrift  ?  Wtat  doubt  can  then  be  made  ofthefuccefs  of  Chriffs  interefi^ 
and  the  profperity  of  bis  caufe;  when  the  very  enemies  thereof  are  made 
foferve  it? 

Rather  than  Chrift  fhall  want  honour,  Pilate  the  man  that 
condemned  him,  fhall  do  him  honour.  And  a^  it  fared  with  his 
perfon,  juft  {o  with  his  intereft  alfo.  How  often  have  Ihe  people 
of  God  received  mercies  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies  ?  Rev. 
xii.  16.  «  The  earth  helped  the  woman,"  i.  e.  wicked  men  did  the 
•  church  fervice.  So  that  this  may  fingularly  relieve  us  againft  all 
our  defpondencies  and  fears  of  the  nufcarriage  of  the  intereft  of 
Chrift. 

That  people  can  never  be  mined,  who  thrive  by  their  lofles  5 
conquer  by  being  conquered  ;  multiply  by  bemg  diminifhed  * 
Whofe  worft  enemies  are  made  to  do  that  for  them,  which  friends 
cannot  or  dare  not  do.  Sec  you  a  Heathen  Pilate  proclain^g  the 
honour  and  innocency  of  Chriil ;  God  will  not  want  inftruments 
to  honour  Chrift  by.     If  others  cannot,  his  very  enemies  fhalL 

Inf.  d.  Did  Pilate  vindicate  Chrift  in  drawing  up  fuch  a  title 

to  be  affixed  to  his  crols  ?  then  hence  it  follows,  That  God  wi/l, 

Jomer  or  later ^  clear  up  the  innocency  and  integrity  of  his  people,  who 
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commit  their  caufe  to  him.  ChrUFs  aaniie  vri^  douded  ^sidi  many 
leproaches;  wounded  through  and  through,  by  the  bh^ihcnKHis 
tongues  of  his  malicious  enemies.  He  committed  himfelf  to  him 
that  judgeth  ri^teoufly,  i  Pet.  ii.  23*  and  fee  how  ibon  God  ab- 
dicates him.  That  is  fweet  and  ieafonabie  counfd  for  us,  when 
our  names  are  clouded  with  unjuft  i:enfure$»  Pfal.  zxxvii.  5,  6. 
«  Commh  thy  way  unto  the  Lord  ;  truft  alfo  in  him»  and  he  fliall 
<<  bring  it  to  pafs.  He  fhall  bring  forth  thy  righteoufnefs  as  the 
^  lights  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon  day.'*  Jofeph  was  ic<* 
cufed  of  incontinency ;  David  of  treaibn  ;  Daniel  ofdifobedience } 
Elijadi  of  troubling  Ifrael  \  Jeremiah  of  revolting ;  Amos  of 
preaching  againft  the  king  \  the  Apoftles  of  fedition,  rebdHon,and 
alteration  of  laws;  Chrift  himfelf  of  gluttony^  forcery,  Uafphemy, 
iedition ;  but  how  did  all  thefe  honourable  names  wade  out  of  thdr 
reproaches,  as  the  fun  out  of  a  cloud  !  God  cleared  up  their  ho* 
nour  for  them  even  in  this  world.  <'  Slanders  (faith  one)  are  but 
as  "  foap,  which  though  it  foils  and  daubs  for  the  prefent,  yet  it 
«  helps  to  make  the  garment  more  clean  and  fliining."  «•  When 
<<  hair  is  ihaven,  it  comes  the  thicker,  and  with  a  new  iocreafe ; 
•«  fo  when  the  razor  of  cenlure  hath  (faith  *  one)  made  your  heads 
«  bare,  and  brought  on  the  baMnefs  of  reproach,  be  not  difcoa- 
«  raged,  God  hath  a  time  to  bring  forth  your  righteoufnefs  as  the 
«<  light,  by  an  apparent  conviftion,  to  dazzle  and  difcourage  your 
«*  adverfaries.** 

The  world  was  wdl  changed,  when  Conllantine  kifled  the  hol- 
low of  Paphnutius's  eye,  which  was  ere  while  put  out  for  Chrift. 
Scorn  and  reproach  is  but  a  little  cloud,  that  is  fbon  blown  over. 
But  fuppofe  ye  fliould  not  be  vindicated  in  this  world,  but  die  un« 
der  a  cloud  upon  your  names  \  be  fure  God  will  clear  it  up,  and 
that  to  purpofe  in  that  great  day.  Then  fhall  the  righteous, 
(even  in  this  refped)  fhine  forth  as  the  fun,  in  the  kingdom  of 
their  Father.  Then  every  detracting  mouth  fhall  be  flopped,  and 
no  more  cruel  arrows  of  reproach  fhot  at  the  white  of  your  repu- 
tation. 

Be  patient  therefore,  my  brethren,  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
**  The  Lord  conieth  with  ten  thoufands  of  his  faints,  to  execute 
•«  judgment  upon  all  j  aud  to  convince  all  that  are  ungodly,  of  all 
«  their  ungodly  deeds,  which  they  have  ungodly  committed.  And 
««  of  all  their  hard  fpecches  wliich  ungodly  finners  have  fpoken 
««  againfl  him,"  Jude  14,  15.  Then  fhall  they  rftraft  their  cen* 
fures,  and  alter  their  ojnnions  of  the  faints.  If  Chrift  will  be  our 
compurgator,  we  need  not  fear  who  are  our  accufers.  If  your 
names,  for  his  fake,  be  cafl  out  as  evil,  and  fpumed  in  the  dirt  \ 
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Chrift  will  deliver  it  you  again  in  th^  day  whiter  than  the  fnow  in 
Sahnon. 

Inf.  7.  Did  Pilate  give  this  title  to  caft  the  reproach  of  his  death 
upon  die  Jews,  and  clear  himielf  of  it  ?  How  mUural  is  it  ta  msm 
to  transfer  the  fault  of  their  own  aB'wns  from  tbemf elves  to  others / 
For  when  he  writes,  This  is  the  Kittg  of  the  Jewsj  he  whoUf 
charges  them  with  the  crime  of  crucifying  their  king*  :  and  it  is 
as  if  he  had  faid,  Hereafter  let  the  blame  and  fault  of  this  a^ioa 
lie  wholly  up0n  your  heads,  who  have  brought  the  guilt  of  his 
blood  upon  yourfeives  and  children, 

I  am  clear,  you  have  extorted  it  from  me.  O  where  ihall  we 
find  a  ipdrit  fo  ingenuous,  to  take  home  to  itfelf  the  ihame  of  its 
own  actions,  and  charge  itfelf  freely  with^its  own  guilt  f  ?  Indeed 
it  is  the  property  of  renewed,  gracious  hearts  to  remember,  confeis^ 
and  freely  bewail  their  own  evils,  to  the  glory  of  God :  and  that  is 
a  gracious  heart  indeed,  which  in  this  caie  judgeth,  that  the  glorj^ 
which  by  confeffion,  goeth  ta  the  name  of  his  God,  is  not  fo  muck 
glory  loft  to  his  own  name,  but  it  is  the  power  of  grace  mouUIi^ 
our  proud  natures  into  another  thing,  that  muft  bring  them 
to  his. 


SERMON    XXVm. 

Of  the  Manner  of  Christ's  Death,  in  refpeft  to  the  Solitarihefs 

thereof. 

Zech.  xiii.  7. 

Aivahf  Ofnvordy  againft  my  Jbepherdy  and  againjl  the  man  that  is  m/ 
Jethw^  faith  the  Lord  of  hop ;  finite  the  flfepherd^  and  the  fbeep 
^fball  be  fcattered ;  and  I  'will  turn  mine  land  upon  the  little  oneim 

IN  the  former  fcrmoiva,  we  have  opened  the  nature  and  kind  of 
death  Chrift  died;  eyen  the  curfed  death  of  the  crofr. 
Wherein,  nevertheleis  his  innocency  was  vindicated,  by  ^at  hq^- 
nourablc  title  pcovidentiaHy  affixed  to  his  crofs.  Method  now  re^ 
quires  that  we  talise  into  conilderation  the  manner  in  which  he  ca- 
dured  thecrofi,  and  that  wasyWi/^n/jU  meekly^  zodin/lru^ively. 

*  Becanfe  yon  ddired  that  1  flioaU  cnicify  your  kiog,  I  hvn  crucified  him ;  the 
igDominy  (hall  henceforth  ha  yours,  who  extorted  this  from  me.  Ca/v.  on  Matii, 
xxviL  27. 

f  Fx>r  fiuiitt,.Tvh«a  their  kearta  are  refiewtd,  are  no^  tthamed,  by  repentra^,  to 
acknowledge  their  ignominiotts  faults  aod  igoominy,  to  the  glory  of  Gfld :  aotluiif 
is  loft  to  U9,  ivhich  redounds  to  hu  l^ooeur.  .  SrigBtmun  on  Cant, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


344  The  Fountmi  of  Life.  SfcRM.  XXVIII. 

His  iblitude  in  fuffering  Is  plainly  expreilSd  in  this  fcripture  now 
before  U8>  it  cannot  be  doubted^  but  the  prophet  in  tliis  place  fpeakt 
of  Chrifty  if  you  confider  Mat.  xxvi.  3 1.  where  you  (hall  find  tbefe 
words  applied  to  Chrift  by  his  own  accomodation  of  them.  <<  Then 
^  faid  Jefus  unto  them,  all  ye  {hall  be  ofiended  becaufe  of  me  this 
^^  ntghty  for  it  is  written,  I  will  fmite  the  fhepherd^  and  the  fheep 
«  ihall  be  fcattered."  Befides,  the  title  here  given  [God's  fellow] 
is  too  big  for  any  creature  in  heaven  or  earth  befides  Chrift. 

In  thefe  words  we  have  four  things  particularly  to  confider* 
Firfii  The  commiflion  given  to  the  fword  by  the  Lord  of  hoih. 
Secondly^  The  perfon  againft  whom  it  is  commilBSoned.  Thirdlj^ 
The  difinai  effeA  of  that  ftroke.  FourtUy^  and  la/ilyy  The  gra- 
cious  mitigation  of  it. 

Fir/t^  The  commiflion  given  to  the  fword  by  the  Lord  of  hofls. 
«  Awake,  O  fword  and  finite,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts-**  The 
Lord  of  hofts,  at  whoie  beck;  and  command  all  the  creatures  are* 
Who,  with  a  word  of  his  mouth,  can  open  all  the  armories  in  the 
world,  and  command  what  weapons  and  inftniments  of  death  he 
pleafetb,  calls  here  for  the  fword  \  not  the  rod,  gently  to  chaften; 
but  the  fword  to  deftroy.  The  rod  breaks  no  bones,  but  the 
fword  opens  the  door  to  death  and  deftruflion.  The  ftrokes  and 
tfarufts  of  the  fword  are  mortal  \  and  he  bids  it  awake.  It  fignifies 
both  <<  to  rouze  up,"  as  one  that  awakes  out  of  fleep,  and  «  to 
<«  rouze  or  awake  with  triumph  and  rejoicing."  So  the  lame  word 
IS  rendered,  Job  xxxi.  29.  Yea,  he  commands  it,  '<  to  awake 
<«  and  finite*."  And  it  is  as  if  the  Lord  had  faid.  Come  forth  of 
thy  fcabbard,  O  fword  of  juftice,  thou  haft  been  hid  there  a  l(mg 
time,  and  haft,  as  it  were,  been  alleep  in  thy  fcabbard,  now 
awake  and  slitter,  thou  ihalt  drink  royal  blood,  fuch  as  thou  never 
flieddeft  before. 

Secondly^  The  perfon  againft  whom  it  is  commiffioned,  «  my 
<<  fhepherd,  and  the  man  that  is  my  fellowf ."  This  (hepherd 
can  be  no  other  than  Chrift,  who  is  often  in  fcripture  ftiled 
«<  a  Shepherd,  yea,  the  chief  Shepherd,  the  Prince-  of  paftors.*' 
Who  redeemed,  feeds,  guides,  and  preferves  tlie  flock  of  God's 
de£l,  I  Pet.  V.  4.  John  x.  xi.  This  is  he  whom  he  alfo  ftiles 
the  man  hisfellowp  Or  his  neighbour^  as  fome  render  it.  And 
fc  Chrift  is,  with  rei^A  to  l^is  equality  and  unity  with  the  Father, 
both  in  eflence  and  vwill.  His  next  n^iffhbour;  His  other  felf. 
You  have  the  fenfe  of  it  in  Phil.  ii.  o.  He  was  in  the  form 
of  God,  and  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God. 

*  ^"iX-^S^igitavlf,  fifiitapii,    BuxtorC     Jkeita^  ad  agatdmm.    StocLtiis.   . 
«     f  Pejferem  weat  CBriflum,  a^^i^Mjuoa,  animarum  noprarvm^  D.  Par. 
t  tS>9  la^  hlf^'^itfifer  virtmfrtmanim  meum,     Mofitamif. 
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Againft  Chrift  his  fellow,  his  next  neighbour^  the  delight  of  his 
foul,  the  fword  here  receives  its  coraxniffion. 

Thirdly,  You  have  here  the  difinal  confequent  of  this  deadly 
Aroke  upoft  the  fliepherd.  And  that  is  the  fcattering  of  the 
fheep.  By  the  (heep  underftand  here,  that  little  flock,  the  dis- 
ciples, which  followed  this  fhepherd  till  he  was  finitten,  L  e*  ap* 
prehcnded  by  his  enemies,  and  they  were  fcattered,  i/e.  difperfedii 
they  all  foribok  him  and  £ed.  And  ib  Chrift  was  left  alone, 
amidft  his  enemies.  Not  one  durft  make  a  ftand  for  him,  or  own 
him  In  that  hour  of  his  danger. 

Fourthly,  And  laftly.  Here  is  a  gracious  mitigation  of  this  fad 
dilperfion,  «  I  will  turn  my  hand  upon  the  little  ones.*  By  little 
ones  he  means  the  fame  that  before  he  called  iheep  $  but  the  ex« 
preffion  is  deflgnedly  varied,  to  {hew  tlieir  feeblenefs  and  weak- 
nefs,  which  appeared  in  their  relapfe  from  Chrift.  And  by  turning 
lus  hand  upon  them,  underftand  God's  gracious  redu^on,  and 
gathering  of  thetn  again  after  their  fad  difperfion,  fo  that  they  fhall 
not  be  loft,  though  fcattered  for  the  prefent.  For  after  the  Lord  w^ 
nfen,  he  wtot  before  them  into  Galilee,  as  he  promiied,  Matth. 
xxvi.  31.  And  gathered  them  again  by  a  gracious  hand,  fo  that 
not  one  oifthem  was  loft  but  the  ion  of  perdition. 

The  words-thus  opened,  I  Iliall  obferve  fuitably  to  the  method 
I  have  propofed. 

Doft.  That  Chrj/Ps  deareji  friends  forjook  and  left  him  alone,  in  the 
time  of  his  greate/t  diflrefs  and  danger.^ 

This  dodrine  containing  only  matter  of  fa£t,  and  that  alio  fo 
pUunly  delivered  by  the  pens  of  the  leveral  faithful  EvangeUfts,  I 
need  fpend  no  longer  time  in  the  proof  of  it,  than  to  refer  you  to  the 
iWeral  tefHmonies  they  have  given  to  it.     But  I  (hall  rather  chufe  , 
to  fit  and  prepare  it  for  ufe,  by  explaining  thefe  four  queftions. 

Firfty  Who  were  the  fheep  that  were  fcattered  firom  their 
fhepherd,  and  left  him  alone  ? 

Secondly,  What  evil  was  there  in  this  their  fcattering  ? 

Thirdly,  What  were  the  grounds  and  caufes  of  it  ? 

Fourthly,  and  laftly.  What  was  the  iffue  and  event  of  it  ? 

Fir/l,  Who  were  thefe  iheep  that  were  difperfed  and  fcattered 
from  their  fhepherd  when  he  was  fmitten.  It  is  evident  they 
were  thofe  precious  eleft  fouls  that  he  had  gathered  to  himfelf^ 
who  had  long  followed  him,  and  dearly  loved  him,  and  were  dear- 
ly beloved  of  him.  They  were  perfons  that  had  left  all  and  fol- 
lowed him,  and,  till  that  time,  fiiithfully  continued  with  him  in 
his  temptations,  Luke  xxii.  28.    And  were  all  refolved  fo  to  do^ 

Vol.  L  X  X 
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though  they  (hould  die  with  him,  Matth.,xxvi.  35.  Thefe  vere 
the  perfons. 

Secondly^,  But  were  they  as  good  as  their  word  ?  Did  they  indeed 
ftick  faithfully  to  him  ?  No,  they  all  forfook  him  and  fled.  Thefe 
fiieep  were  Icattered.  Tliis  was  not  indeed  a  total  and  final 
apoftafy,  that  is  the  hSi  proper  to  the  hypocrite,  the  temporary 
believer,  who,  like  a  comet,  expires  when  that  earthly  matter  is 
fpent  that  maintained  the  blaze  for  a  time. 

Thefe  were  ftars  fixed  in  their  ovb,  though  clouded  and  overcaft 
for  a  time.  This  was  but  a  mift  or  fog,  which  pvcrfpreads  the 
earth  in  the  morning  till  the  fun  be  rifcn,  and  then  it  clears  up 
and  proves  a  fair  day.  But  though  it  was  not  a  total  and  final 
apoftafy  5  yet  it  was  a  very  finful  and  fad  relapfe  from  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  will  appear  by  coafidering  the  following  aggravations  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  it.     For^ 

Firfl^  This  relapfe  of  theirs  was  againft  the  very  articles  of 
agreement,  which  they  had  fealed  to  Chrift  at  their  firft  admiffion 
into  his  fervice ;  he  had  told  them,  in  the  beginning,  what  they 
muft  refolve  upon,  Luke  xiv.  %6y  27.  ^'  If  any  man  come  to  me, 
*«  and  hate  not  his  father  and  mother,  and  wife,  and  children, 
<'  and  brethren,  and  fiflers,  yea,  and  his  own  life  alio,  he  cannot 
«  be  my  difciple.  And  whofoever  doth  not  bear  his  crois,  and 
^  come  after  me,,  cannot  be  my  difciple.*'  Accordingly  theyfui> 
mitted  to  thefe  terms,  and  told  him  they  had  left  all  and  followed 
him,  Mark  x.  28.  Againft  this  engagement  made  to  Chrift,  they 
now  fin.     Here  was  unfaithfulnefs. 

Secondly y  As  it  was  againft  the  very  terms  of  their  admiffion,  fo 
it  was  againft  tfee  very  principles  of  grace  implanted  by  Chrift  in 
their  hearts.  They  were  holy  fanftified  perfons,  in  whom  dwdt 
the  love  and  fear  of  God.  By  thefe  they  were  ftrongly  inclined  to 
adhere  to  Chrift,  in  the  time  of  his  fufferings,  as  appears  by  thofc 
honeft  refolves  they  had  made  in  the  cafe.  Their  grace  ftrongly 
inclined  them  to  their  duty,  their  corruptions  fwayed  them  the 
contrary  way.  Grace  bid  them  ftand,  corruption  bid  them  fly* 
,Grace  told  them  it  was  their  duty  to  fhare  in  the  fufferinp  as 
well  as  in  the  glory  of  Chrift,  Corruption  reprefentcd  thefe  fuf- 
ferings as  intolerable,  and  bid  them  ftiift  for  themfelves  whilft  they 
might.  So  that  here  muft  needs  be  a  force  and  violence  offered 
to  their  light,  and  the  loving  conftraints  thereof;  which  is  no  finall 
evil. 

For  though  I  grant  jt  was  a  fudden,  fiirprizing  temptatbn,  yet 
it  cannot  be  imagined  that  this  faft  was  wholly  deliberate;  nor  that, 
for  fo  long  time,  they  were  without  any  debate  or  rcafonings  about 
their  duty. 

Thirdly i  As  it  was  againft  their  own  principles^  ib  it  was  much 
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againft  the  honour  of  their  Lord  andMafter.-  -Qy  this  their  finful 
flight  they  expofed  the  Lord  Jefus  to  the  contempt  and  fcorn  of  his 
enemies.  This  fome  conceive  is  imported  in  that  queftion  which 
the  High-prieft  aOced  him,  John  xviii.  10.  "  The  High-prieft 
"  then  afked  Jefus  of  his  difciples,  and  of  his  doftrine.**  He  afk- 
ed  him  of  his  difciples,  how  many  he  had,  and  what  was  become 
of  them  now  ?  And  what  was  the  reaibn  they,  forfook  their 
mafter,  and  left  him  to  fhift  for  himfelf  when  danger  appeared  f 
But  to  thofe  queftions  Chriil  made  no  reply.  He  would  not  ao- 
cufe  them  to  their  enemies,  though  they  ha^  deferted  him.  But^ 
doubtleis,  it  did  not  a  little  refleA  upon  Chrift,  that  there  was  not 
one  of  ^U  his  fiiends  that  durft  own  their  relation  to  him^  in  a  time 
of  danger. 

Fourthly^  As  it  was  againft  Chrift*s  honouf,  io  it  was  againil 
their  own  fblemn  promife  made  to  him  before  his  apprehenfiouj  tO 
live  and  die  with  him.  They  had  palled  their  word,  and  given 
their  promife  that  they  would  not  flinch  from  him,  Mat.  xxvi.  35. 
<<  Peter  faid  to  him,  though  I  fhould  cUe  with  thee,  yet  will  I  not 
«^  deny  thee.  Likewise  alfo  faid  all  the  difciples.''  This  made  it  ^ 
a  perfidious  relapfe.  Here  they  break  promife  with  Chrift  who 
never  did  fo  with  them.  He  might  have  told  them  when  he  met 
them  afterwards  In  Galilee,  as  the  Roman  foldier  told  his  general, 
when  he  refufed  his  petition  after  the  war  was  ended,  I  did  not., 
ferve  youfo  at  the  battle  of  AStium. 

Fifthly^  As  it  was  againft  their  folemn  promife  to  Chrift,  fo  it 
was  againft  ChrifFs  heart-melting  expoftulations  with  them,  which 
fhould  liave.  abode  in  their  hearts  while  they  lived.  Fpr  when 
others  that  followed  him  went  back,  and  walked  no  -thore  with 
him,  Jefus  faid  to  thefe  very  men,  that  now  forfook  him  at  laft, 
Will  ye  alfo  go  away?  There  is  an  emphafis  in  [ye]  g.d.  What,  yc 
that  from  eternity  were  given  to  me!  Ye  whom  I  have  called, 
loved,  and  honoured  above  others,  for  whofe  fakes  I  'am  ready 
and  rdblved  to  die.  '<  Will  ye  alfo  forfakc  me  ?"  John  vi.  67. 
Whatever  others  do,  I  expeft  other  things  from  you. 

Sixthly^  As  it  was  againft  Chrift's  heart-melting  expofbilatioqs 
with  them,  fo  it  was  againft  a  late  direful  example  prefented  to 
them  in  the  fall  of  Judas.  In  hini,  as  in  a  gla{s,  they  might  fee 
how  fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  apoftatize  from  Chrift.  They  had 
heard  Chrift's  dreadful  threats  againft  him.  They  were  prefent 
when  he  called  him  the  fon  of  perdition,  John  xviii.  1 1.  They 
hadheard  Chrift  fay  of  him,  «  Good  had  it  been  if  he  had  never 
*f  been  bom.'*  An  expreflion  abk  to  fcarc  the  dcadeft  hearts 
They  faw  he  had  left  Chrift  the  evening  before.  And  that  very 
day,  in  whuch  they  fled,  he  hanged  himfelf.  And  yet  they  fly. 
For  all  thk  they  forfake  Chrift, 
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Seventhlyj  As  it  was  againft  the  dreadful  warning  given  tlicm  in 
the  fall  of  Jadasy  fo  it  was  againft  the  law  of  love,  which  ihould 
have  knit  them  doferto  Chrift,  and  to  one  another. 

If  to  avoid  the  prelent  fhock  of  perfecution,  they  had  fled,  yet 
furely  they  fhould  have  kept  together,  praying,  watchins,  en* 
couragidg,  and  ftrengthening  dne  another.  This  had  made  it  a 
lefler  evil:  but  a&  they  all  forfook  Chrift,  fo  they  forfook  one 
another  alfo;  for  it  is  laid,  John  xvi.  32.  ♦*  They  Ihall  go  every 
*<  man  to  his  own,  and  leave  Chrift  alone,'*  (1.  c.  faith  Bcza) 
every  man  to  his  own  houfe,  and  to  his  own  buiinefs.  They  for- 
ibok  each  other,  as  well  as  Chrift.  O  what  an  hour  of  temptation 
was  thisf 

Eighthly^  and  laftly,  this  their  departure  from  Chrift,  was  ac- 
companied with  fome  offence  at  Chrift,  For  fo  he  tells  them, 
Mat.  xxvi.  3r.  «  All  ye  ftiall  be  oflfended  becaufe  of  mc  this 
«<  nig^t*'*  The  word  is,  <rji«»}«Xi<rOn<rf(7df,  you  fliall  be  fcandalized 
at  me,  or  in  me*.  Some  think  the  fcandal  tliey  took  at  Chrift 
was  this,  that  when  they  faw  he  was  fallen  into  his  enemies  hands, 
and  could  no  longer  defend  himfelf ;  they  then  began  to  quefUon 
whether  he  were  the  Chrift  or  no,  fince  he  could  not  defend  him- 
felf  from  his  enemies.  Others,  more  rightly,  underftand  it  of  their 
ihameful  flight  from  Chrift,  feeing  it  was  not  now  fafe  to  abide 
longer  with  him.  That  feeing  he  gave  himfelf  into  their  hands, 
they  thought  it  advifeable  to  provide  as  well  as  they  could  for  them- 
felves,  and,  fomewhere  or  other,  to  take  refuge  from  the  prcfcnt 
ftorm,  which  had  overtaken  him.  This  was  the  nature  and  qua- 
lity of  the  fiaft.     We  enquire. 

Thirdly,  Into  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  it,  Wliich  were 
three. 

FirJJ^  God's  fufpending  wonted  influences  and  aids  of  grace  from 
them.  They  were  not  wont  todofo.  They  never  did  fo  afterwards. 
They  would  not  have  done  fo  now,  had  there  b^n  influences  of 
power,  zeal,  and  love  from  heaven  upon  them.  But  hgw  then  flioul J 
Chrift  have  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  i  How  fhould 
he  tread  the  wine-prefs  alone  ?  How  fhould  his  forrows  have  been 
extreme,'  unmixed,  fuccourlefs  (as  it  behaved  them  to  be)  if  they 
had  ftuck  faithfully  to  him  in  his  troubles  ?  No,  no,  it  muft  not 
be ;  Chrift  muft  not  have  the  leaft  relief  or  comfort  from  any  crea- 
ture} arid  therefore,  that  he  might  be  left  alone,  to  grapple  han^J 
to  hand  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  of  men  i  tlie  Lord  tor  a  time 


•  They  thought,  cither  that  he  wat  not  the  Chrift,  a»  they  had  hitherto  be 
iievfd,  hecuuie  he  could  not  defend  himfelf  from  his  enemies,  or  t^at  It  wat  fioc 
advifeiible,  for  hie  fuhe,  toexpoie  themfelvee  to  the  luizard  of  dc9th.    Per  pa. 
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with-holds  his  encouraging,  ftrengthenmg  influences  froin  them ; 
and  then,  like  Samfon  when  he  had  loft  his  locks,  they  were 
weak  as  other  men. 

^  Be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might/'  faith 
the  apoftle,  £ph.  vi.  io»  If  ^hat  be  with-held,  our  refolutions 
and  ptirpofes  melt  away  before  a  temptation,  as  fnow  before 
the  fun. 

Secondly,  As  God  permitted  it,  and  with*held,ufual  aid  from 
them ;  fo  the  efficacy  of  that  temptation  was  great,  yea,  much 
greater  than  ordinary.  As  they  were  weaker  than  they  were  ufed 
to  be,  fo  the  temptation  was  ftronger  than  any  they  had  yet  met 
withal.  It  is  called,  Luke  xxii.  53.  "  Their  hour  and  the  power 
<<  of  darknefs.''  A  iifting,  winnowing  hour,  ver.  46.  O  it  wai 
a  black  and  cloudy  day.  Never  had  the  difciples  xqtt  with  fuch 
a  whirlwind,  fuch  a  furious  ftorm  before.  The  devU  defired  but 
to  have  the  winnowing  of  them  in  that  day,  and  fo  would  have 
fifted  and  winnowed  them,  that  their  faith  had  utterly  failed,  had 
not  Chrift  lecured  it  by  kds  prayer  for  them.  3o  that  it  was  an 
extraordinary  trial  that  was  upon  them. 

Thirdly,  2nilajily,  That  which  concurred  to  their  ihamefulre* 
lapfe,  as  a  fpccial  caufe  of  it,  was  the  remaining  corruptio]2s  that 
were  in  their  hearts  yet  unmortified.  Their  knowledge  was  but 
little,  and  their  faith  not  much.  Upon  the  account  of  theip 
w^akneis  in  grace,  they  were  called  little  $nes  in  the  text.  And  as 
their  graces  were  weak,  fo  their  corruptions  were  itrong.  Their 
unbelief,  and  carnal  fears  grew  powerfully  upon  them. 

Do  not  cenfure  them,,  reader,  in  thy  thoughts,  nor  dcfpife  them 
for  this  their  weaknefs.  Neither  fay  in  thy  heart.  Had  I  been 
there  as  they  were,  I  would  never  have  done  as  they  did.  They 
thought  as  little  of  doing  what  they  did,  as  you,  or  any  of  the 
faints  do ;  and  as  much  did  their  fouls  deteft  and  abhor  it  i  but  here 
thou  mayeft  fee^  whither  a  foul  that  fears  God  may  be  carried^  if 
his  corruptions  be  irritated  by  ftrong  temptations,  and  God  with- 
holds ufual  influences. 

Fwrthly,  and  Laftly^  Let  us  view  the  iflue  of  tliis  fad  apoftafy  of 
theirs.  And  you  fhall  find  it  ended  far  better  than  ic  began. 
Though  thefefheep  were  fcattercdfor  a  time,  yet  the  Lord  made 
good  his  promife,  in  turning  his  hand  upon  thefc  little  ones,  to 
gather  them*  The  morning  was  over-caft,  but  the  evening  was 
clear. 

Peter  repents  of  his  perfidious  denial  of  Chrift,  and  never  denied 
liim  more.  All  the  reft  likewife  returned  to  Chrift,  and  never 
forfook  him  any  more.  He  that  was  afraid  at  the  voice  of  a  dam- 
fel,  afterwards  feared  not  the  frowns  of  the  mighty.  And  they 
that  durft  not  own  Chrift  now,  afterwards  confelfcd  him  openly  be- 
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fore  cdoncilS)  and  rejoiced  that  the7  were  counted  worthy  to  fuffer 
fer  his  fake,  A£b  ▼•41.  They  that  were  now  as  tinKM-ous  as 
hares,  and  fiarted  at  every  (bund,  afterward  became  as  bold  as 
£onS|  and  feared  not  any  danger,  but  feaied  their  coafeffion  of 
Chrift  with  their  blood.  For  though,  at  this  time,  they  fbrfook 
him,  it  was  not  voluntarily,  bu,t  by  furpri(al.  Though  they  feribok 
him,  they  ftill  loved  him ;  though  they  fled  from  him,  there  ftitt 
remsuned  a  gracious  principle  in  them ;  the  root  of  the  matter  was 
ftill  in  them,  which  recoirered  them  again. 

To  conclude :  Though  they  fbrfook  Chrift,  yet  Chrift  never 

foribok  them :  he  loved  them  ftiU}  '<  Go  tell  the  difciples,  and  tell 

<<  Feter,  that  he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee,*'  Maiic  xvi.  7.  q.  d. 

Let  diem  not  think  that  I  lb  remember  their  unkindnels,  as  to 

.  own  them  no  more :  No,  t  love  them  ftill. 

The  ufe  of  this  is  contained  m  thefoUovring  inferences. 

Ik/.  1.  Did  the  difciples  forTake  Chrift,  though  they  had  fuch 
ftrong  perfuaftons  and  refolutions  never  to  do  it  ?  Tten  we  fee, 
yX^  felf»c&njiience  is-  a  ftn  too  incident  to  the  heft  ^f  men.  They 
little  thought.their  hearts  would  have  proved  fb  baie  and  decdtful, 
as  they  found  them  to  be  when  they  were  tried.  "Though  all 
«<  men  fbrfake  thee  (faith  Peter)  yet  wiH  not  I.**  Good  man,  he 
reiblved  honeftly>  but  he  knew  not  what  a  feather  he  fhould  be  in 
the  wind  of  temptation,  if  God  once  kft  him  to  his  own  fears. 

Little  reafon  have  tht  beft  of  faints  to  depend  upon  their  Inhe- 
rent grace,  let  their  ftock  be  as  large  as  it  will.  The  angeb  left  to 
themfelves,  quickly  feft  their  own  habitations,  Jude  6.  Upoa 
wliich,  *  one  well  obi^ervcs.  That  the  beft  of  created  perfcftion^ 
are  of  themfelves  defeftiblc.  Every  excellency,  without  the  prop 
of  divine  prcfervation,  is  but  a  weight  which  tends  to  a  fall.  The 
angels  in  their  innocency,  were  but  frail,  without  God's  fuftenta- 
tion ;  even  grace  itfclf  is  but  a  creature,  and  therefore*  purely  de- 
pendent. It  is  not  from  its  being  and  nature,  but  from  the  al- 
lifhince  of  fomething  without  it,  that  it  is  kept  from  annihilation. 
What  becomes  of  the  fbrcam,  if  the  fountain  fupply  it  not  ?  What 
continuance  hath  the  refleftioA  in  the  glafs,  if  the  man  that  looks 
into  it,  turn  away  his  face  ?  The  conftant  fupplies  of  the  Spirit  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  are  the  food  and  fcwel  of  all  our  graces.  The  beft 
men  will  ihew  themfelves  but  men  if  God  leave  them.  He  who 
hath  fet  them  up,  muft  alfo  keep  them.  It  is  fafer  to  be  hombie 
with  one  talent,  tha^i  proud  with  ten  5  yea,  better  to  be  an  humble 
worm,  than  a  proud  angel.  Adam  had  more  advantage  to  main- 
tain hii  ftation  than  any  oC  you.  For  though  he  were  left  to  the 
liberty  of  his  own  mutable  and  felf-detcrmining  will ;  and  tho*  he 


Mr  Jtnlun,  in  he. 
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was  created  upright  and  had  no  inherent  cormption  to  endanger 
him,  yet  he  fcU. 
^  And  ihall  Vft  be  felf-confident,  after  fuch  inftances  of  human 
hf  firailty !  Ala$,  Chriftian  !  What  match  art  thou  for  principalities 
^  and  powers,  and  fpiritual  wickednefil  <<  Be  not  high-minded,  but 
fear.?  When  you  have  confidered  well  the  example  of  f  Noah^ 
Lot,  David,  and  Hezekiah,  men  famous  and  renowned  in  their 
generations,  who  all  fell  by  temptations ;  vea,  and  that  when  one 
would  think  they  had  never  been  better  provided  to  cope  with 
them.  Lot  fell  after,  yea,  preiently  after  the  Lord  had  thurfl: 
him  out  of  Sodom,  and  his  eyes  had  feen  the  direftil  puniflimei)t 
of  fin.  Hell,  as  it  wefe,  rained  upon  them  out  of  heaven.  Noah, 
In  like  manner,  iminediately  after  God's  wonderful^  and  aftoniih- 
ingprefervationof  himinthe  ark^  when  he  faw  a  world  of  men 
and  women,  perKhing  in  the  floods  for  their  £ns.  David,  after 
the  Lord  had  fettled  the  kingdom  on  him,  which  for  fin  he  rent 
from  Saul,  and  giveahim  reft  in  his  boufe.  Hezekiah  was  but  juft 
up  £rom  a  great  fickncfs,  wherein  the  Lord  wrought  a  wonderful 
f^vation  for  him.  Did  fuch  men,  and  at  fuch  times,  when  one 
would  think  no  temptations  fhould  have  prevailed,  faU  \  and  that 
fo  fbuUy  ?  Then  <<  let  him  that  thinks  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left^ 
"  he  fall."    O  be  not  high-minded,  but  fear. 

Inf.  a.  Did  Chrift  ftand  his  ground,  and  go  through  with  his 
fuffeiing-work,  when  all  that  had  followed  him,  forfook  him  ? 
Then  a  refolved  adherenci  to  God,  and  duty,  though  left  alone,  without 
company  or  encouragement,  is  Chnfi-like,  and  truly  excellent*  You 
fhaJl  not  want  better  company,  than  that  which  hath  forfaken  you 
in  the  way  of  God.  Elijah  complains,  i  Kings  xix.  lo.  "  They 
<<  have  forfaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thine  altars,  and 
*<  flain  thy  prophets  with  the  fword ',  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left, 
«<  and  they  feek  my  life^  to  take  it  away."  And  yet  all  this  did 
not  damp  or  difcourage  him  in  following  the  Loxd ;  for  {till  he 
was  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of  Hofts.  * 

Paul  (Complains,  2  Tim.  iv.  i6.  "  At  my  firft  anfwer  no  man 
^  flood  by  me,  all  men  forfook  me :  neverthelefs  the  Lord  ftood 
<<  with  me."  And  as  the  Lord  flood  by  him,  fo  he  ftood  by  his 
God  alone,  without  any  aids  or  fupport  from  men.  How  great 
an  argument  of  integrity  is  this!  He  that  profefies  Chrift  for  com- 
pany, will  alfo  leave  him  for  company.  But  to  be  faithful  to 
God,  when  forfaken  of  men j  to  be  a  Lot,  in  Sodom;  a  Noah, 
in  a  corrupted  generation;  oh,  how  excellent  is  it t  It  is  fweet  to 
travel  over  this  earth  to  heaven,  in  the  company  of  th^  faints^ 
that  are  bound  thither  with  us,  if  we  can;  but  if  we  can  meet  no 

------    —     -~       -  J  ■- 

t  ^^a*  >3C.  21,  ai*  iT!d4ix.  36.  2  Sain.xiia.  2  Kings  zz.  X9. 
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company,  we  muft  not  be  difcout^ged  to  go  on.  It  is  not  unfikei 
but  before  you  have  gone  many  fteps  farther,  you  may  haVc  caufe 
to  fay,  as  one  did  once.  Never  Ufs  aloney  than  %uhen  alone. 

Inference  3.  Did  the  difdplcs  thus  forfake  Chrift,  and  yet  were 
all  recovered  at  laft?  Theny  though  believers  are  not  privilege  J  from 
iaciflidingff  yet  they  are  fecured from  final  cpoflafy  and  ruin.  The 
new  creature  may  be  uck,  it  cannot  die.  Saints  may  fall,  but 
they  fhall  rife  again,  Micah  vii.  8.  The  higheft  flood,  of  namral 
zeal  and  refblution,  may  ebb,  and  be  wholly  dried  up ;  but  faving 
grace  is  <^  a  well  of  water,  ftill  fpringmg  up  into  everlafting  life," 
John  iv.  14.  God's  unchangeable  election,  the  frame  and  con- 
ftitution  of  the  New  Covenant,  the  meritorious  and  prevalent  in- 
tehreflion  of  Jeius  Chrift, •do  give  the  believer  abundant  iecurity 
'  agdnft  the  danger  of  a  total  and  final  apoftafy.  «  My  Father, 
«<  which  gave  them  me,  faith  Chrift,  Is  greater  than  all :  and  none 
«<  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  Father's  hand,"  John  x.  29. 

And  again,  ><  The  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having 
«  this  fcal  J  the  Lord  knoweth  who  are  his,"  2  Tim.  iL  19.  Every 
perlbn  committed  to  Chrift  by  the  Father,  fhall  be  brought  bj 
him  to  the  Father,  and  not  one  wanting. 

God  hath  alfo  fo  framed  and  ordered  the  new  covenant,  that 
none  of  thofe  fouls,  who  are  within  the  blefied  clafp  and  bond  of 
it  can  poffibly  be  loft.  It  is  fettled  upon  immutable  things :  and 
we  know  all  things  are  as  their  foundations  be,  Heb.  vi.  18, 19- 
Among  the  many  glorious  promifes  contained  in  the  bundk  of 
promiies,  this  is  one,  ^  I  will  not  turn  away,  from  them,  to  do  them 
*f  good;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  Ihall  not 
«  depart  from  me.*' 

'  And  as  the  fear  of  God  in  our  hearts,  pleads  in  us  againft  fini 
lb  our  potent  interceflbr  in  the  heavens,  pleads  for  us  with  the  Fa- 
^er  I  and  by  reafon  thereof,  we  cannot  finally  .mifcarry,  Rom. 
viii.  349  35* .  Upon  thefe  grounds,  we  may  (as  the  apofUe  in  the 
place  laft  cited  doth)  triumph  in  that  full  fecurity  which  God  hath 
given  us 5  and  fay.  What «« fhall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God?" 
Underftand  it  either  of  God's  to  us,  as  Calvin,  Beza,  and  Martyr 
do ;  or  of  our  love  to  God,  as  Ambrofe  and  Auguftine  do:  it  is 
true  in  both  fenfes,  and  a  moft  comfortable  truth. 

Inference  4.  Did  the  (heep  fly,  when  the  fhepherd  was  fnutten^ 
fuch  men,  and  fo  many  forfake  Chrift  in  the  trial?  Then  learn  hovi 
fad  a  thing  it  is  for  the  hefl  of  men  to  be  left  to  their  own  carnal  fears 
in  a  day  oftetnpttttion :  This  was  it  that  tnade  thofe^good  men  fhrink 
away  fo  fhamcfidly  from  Chrift  in  that  trial :  «  The  fear  of  roan 
brings  a  fnare,"  Prov.  xxix.  25.  In  that  fhare  thefe  good  foub 
were  taiecn,  and  for  a  time  held  faft. 

Oh  wh9t  work  will  this  unruly  paflion  make,  if  the  fear  of  God 
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do  not  over-rule  it !  Is  it  not  a  fhame  to  a  Chriftian,  a  man  of  faith 
to  fee  himfelf  out-done  by  an  Heathen  ?  Shall  natural  tonfcifncc 
and  courage  make  them  ftand  and  keep  their  places  in  times  of 
danger^  when  we  (hamefully  turn  our  backs  upon  duty,  becaufe 
we  ke  duty  and  danger  together? 

When  the  emperor  Velpafian  had  commanded  Fluidius  Friicus 
not  to  come  to.  the  fenate  \  or,  if  he  did,  to  fpeak  nothing  but  • 
what  he  would  have  him;  the  fenator  returned  this  brave  and  noble 
anfwer.  <<  *That  as  he  was  a  fenator,  it  was  fit  he  fhould  be  at  the 
<<  fenate;  and  if,  being  there,  he  were  required  to  give  his  advice, 
«  he  would  fpeak  freely,  that  which  ^  his  confcience  commanded 
<^  him*"  The  emperor  threatening  that  then  he  (hould  die;  he 
returned  thus,  <<  Did  I  ever  tell  you  that  I  was  immortal?  Do  you 
<<  what  you  will,  and  I  will  do  what  I  ought.  It  b  in  your  power 
<<  to  put  me  to  d^th.  unjufily,  and  in  me  to  die  conftantly."  O 
think,  what  mifchiefs  your  feam  may  do  yourfelves,  and. the  dii^ 
covery  of  them  to  others.  O  learn  to  tiruft  God  with  your  lives, 
liberties,  and  comforts,  in  the  way  of  your  duty;  and  at  what  time 
jm  are  afraid  truft  in  him :  and  do  not  magnify  poor  duft  and  aihe% 
as  to  be  feared,  by  their  threat,  from  your  God  and  your  duty.  The 
politic  deiign  of  Satan  herein,  is  to  affright  you  out  of  your  co- 
verts, where  you  are  fafe,  into  the  net.  I  will  enlarge  on  this  no 
farther  ;  I  have  f  elfewhere  laid  down  fourteen  rules  for  the  cure 
of  this,  in  what  of  mine  is  public. 

Inf  5.  Lieam  hence,  Ho*w  much  a  man  may  differ  from  himfelf 
according  as  the  Lord  is  with  h'imy  or  withdrawn  fromhim.  The  Chrif^ 
tian  docs  not  always  difier  from  other  men,  but  fometimes  from 
himfelf  alfo:  yea,  fb  great  is  the  difference  betwixt  himfelf  and 
himfelf,  as  if  he  were  not  the  fame  man.  And  where  is  he  that 
doth  not  fo  experience  it  ?  Sometimes  bold  and  couragious,  def- 
pifxng  dangers,  bearing  down  all  diicouragements  in  thef  ftrength 
of  zeal,  and  love  to  God :  at  ailother  time  faint,  feeble,  and  dii^ 
couraged  at  every  petty  thing.  Whence  is  this  but  from  the  diffe- 
rent adminiftrations  of  the  Spirit,  who  fonietimes  gives  forth  more, 
and  fometimes  lefs,  of  his  gracious  influence.  Thefe  very  men 
that  ilmched  now,  when  the  Spirit  was  more  abundantly  fhed 
forth  upon  them,  could  boldly  own  Chrift  before  the  council,  and 
deipifed  all  dangers  for  his  fake.  .     . 

A  Kttle  dog,  if  his  mailer  be  hy,  and  encourage  him,  will  ven- 
ture upon  a  greater  beaft  than  himfelf..  Peter  ftood  at  the  door 
without,  when  the  other  difciple,  (or  one  of  the  other  difciples. 

Vol.  I.  Y  y  ' 


•  Chvroo,  of  wifdoRi,  p.  358. 
f  ^  Saiot  indeed. 
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as  the  Syriac  turns  it,  and  ♦  Grotius  ?ppm7C8  it  as  the  bcft),  i.  Ci^ 
one  of  the  private  dilciplcs  that  lived  at  Jfcnifakm,  went  info  bold- 
ly, John  xviii,  i6,  17.  We  are  ftrong  or  weak,  according  to  the 
degrees  '«f  affifting  grace.  So  that  as  you  cannot  take  the  juft 
meafure  ofaChriitian  by  one  aft,  fo  neither  muft  they  judge  of 
themfelvesi  by  what  they  fometimes  feel  in  thcmfelyes. 

But  when  their  Ipirits  are  low,  and  their  hearts  difcouraged,  the^ 
Ihould  rather  fay  to  their  fouls,  *<  Hope  in  God,  for  I  flidl  yet 
««  praifc  him  :"  It  is  low  with  me  now,  but  it  will  be  better- 

Inf.  6.  Was  the  iVvord  drawn  againll  the  Shepherd,  and  he  Icftr 
alone  to  receive  the  mortal  ftrokes  of  it  ?  Hawjbouid  all  adore  both 
ihejufUce  and  mfrcy  ofGodfo  illuftrioujly  difpiayid  hertin!  Here  is  the 
triumph  of  divine- juftice,  and  the  higheft  triumph  that  ever  it  had^ 

,;,';  Jto  fingle  forth  the  chief  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  God's  fellow, 
and  fheathe  its  fword  in  his  hreaft  for  fatisfaftion.  No  wonder  it 
5s  drawn  and  brandifhed  with  fuch  a  triumph ;  awake  rejoicingly, 
O  fword,  againft  my  Shepherd,  tstc.  For  in  this  blood  flied  by 
it,  it  hath  more  glory  than  if  the  blood  of  all  the  men  and  womeu 
j«  the  world  had  been  fhed. 

^  And  no  Icfs  is  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God  herein  fignalized, 

in  giving  the  fword  a  commiflion  againfl  tlie  Man,  his  fellow,  ra- 
ther than  againft  us.  Why  had  he  not  rather  faid,  Awake,  O 
Iword,  againft  the  men  that  are  mine  enemies  5  flied  the  blood  of 
them  that  have  finned  againft  nie>  than  fmite  the  Sheplierd,  and 
only  fcattcr  the  ftieep.  Blefled  be  God,  the  dreadful  fword  was 
not  drawn  and  brandished  againft  our  fouk ;  that  God  did  not  (et 
It  to  our  breafts ;  that  he  had  not  made  it  fat  with  our  fiefli, 
and  bathed  it  in  our  blood;  that  his  fellow  was  fmitten,  that 
his  enemies  might  be  fpared.  O  what  manner  of  love  was  this  ! 
Blefled  ht  God  therefore  for  Jdus  Chrift,  who  rcceh'ed  the  fetal 
ftroke  liimfelf  i  and  hath  now  fo  fheathcd  that  fword  in  its  icab- 
bard,  that  it  {hall  never  be  drawn  any  more  againft  any  th^  be- 
lieve ju  him. 

Inf.  7.  Were  the  (heep  fcattered  when  the  Shepherd  was  fmk- 
ten  ?  Leari)  hence,  That  the  he^^fnien  know  not  their  swujfrengtt^ 
till  they  vome  to  the  triaL  Little  did  thefe  holy  men  imaj^e  iiicn  a 
cowardly  fpirit  had  been  in  them,  till  temptation  put  it  to  the 
proof.  Let  this  therefore  be  a  caution  for  ever  to  the  people  of 
<5gd.  You  rciblve  never  to  forfake  Chrift,  you  do  weH-,  but  ft> 
.  did^hefe,  and  yet  were  fcattered  from  him-  You  can  never  take  a 
,  |uft  meafure  of  your  own  flxength,  till  temptation  have  tried  it.  It 
is  faid,  Dcut.  viii.  2.  tl^at  God  led  the  people  fo  many  years  in  th£ 

■  ■  '  ■■        ■   r. I 

^  •  One  of  the  other  difciplcf,  not  any  one  of  the  twelve,  hut  fomc  o^her,  an  in- 

lialMliiit  of  Jcrnfalon,  oct  So  wrU  known  to  he  »  favourer  of  Jcfu«.    CrcUms. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^£RM.  XXVni.  The  FmnUun  of  Lifi.  355 

'nvtldemefs^  U  prove  them  (  and  to  know  thenii  (i,  e.  to  make  tbetn 
know)  iviat  was  in  their  hearts*  Little  did  they  think  fu^h  un- 
i>eUef,  murmtiringS)  difcontents,  and  a  fpirit  beat  to  backflidings, 
had  been  in  them  j, until  their  ftraits  in  the  wilderacls  gave  them 
the  fad  experience^'of  thefe  things. 

Ifif.  8.  Did  the  dreadful  (word  of  divine  jttftijze  fmite  the 
Shepherd,  God's  owji  fellow ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  flock, 
£rom  whom  ail  its  outward  comforts,  arofe,  were  fcattered  from 
Wm?  Then  learn,  That  the  hoUe/l  of  men  have  no  reafon,  either  40  re^  ' 
pine  or  defpond^  though  Godjbouldat  oncejirip  them  of  mil  their  outward 
and  inward  comforts  together^  He  that  did  this  by  the.  man  his  , 
fellow,  may  much  rather  do  it  by  the  man  liis  friend.  Smite  tny 
Shepherd:  there  is  all  comfort  gom  from  the  inward  man ;  Scatter  1 
ihefheepf  there  is  all  comfort  gon^  from  the  outward  mun^  What' 
refreflunents  had  Chrift  in  this  world,  but  fuch  as  came  immediate- 
ly from  his  Father,  or  thofe  holy  ones  now  fcattered  from  hipi  ? 
In  one  day  he  loieth  both  heaivenly  and  earthly  comforts.  Now, 
as  God  dealt  by  Chrift,  he  may,  at  one  time  or  ^ther,  deal  with 
his  people.  You  have  your  comforts  from  heaven  \  fo  had  Chrift, 
in  a  fuller  meafure  than  ever  you  had,  or  can  have.  He  had 
-comforts  from  bis  little  flock  \  you  have  your  comforts  .from  the 
ibciety  of  the  faints,  the  ordinances  of  God,  comfortable  relations, 
(sV.  Yet  none  of  thefe  are  fo  firmly  fettled  upon  you,  but  you 
may  be  left  deftitute  of  them  all  in  one  day.  God  did  take  all 
comfort  from  Chrift,  both  outward  and  inward  ^  and  are  you 
.greater  than  he  ?  God  (bmetimes  takes  outward,  and  leaves  in- 
ward comfort  V  fometimes  he  takes  inward,  and  leaves  outward 
comfort:  but  the  time  may  come,  when  God  may  ftrip  you  of 
both. 

This  was  the  cafe  of  Job,  a  £ivourite  of  God,  who  was  blefled 
with  outward  and  inward  comforts  \  yet  a  time  came  when  God 
•ftripped  him  of  all,  and  made  him  poor  to  a  proverb,  as  to  all  out- 
arard  comfort ;  and  the  venom,  of  his  arrows  drapt^  up  his  (purity 
and  the  inward  comforts  thereof* 

Should  the  Lord  deal  thus  with  any  of  you,  how  feafbnable  and 
Relieving  will  the  following  confiderations  be  ? 

pKPf  Though  the  Ix>rd  deal  thus  with  you,  yet  this  is  no  new 
thing  \  he  hath  fo  dealt  with  others,  yea,  with  Jefus  Chrift  that 
ws  his  fellow.  If  thefe  things  were  done  in  the  green  tree,  in 
him  that  never  delm'cd  it  for  any  fin  of  his  own,  how  little  reafon 
have  we  to  complain  ?  Nay,   . 

Secondly^  Therefore  did  this  befal  Jefus  Chrift  before  you,  that    -^ 
the  like  condition  might  be  fimftified  to  you,  when  you  ihall  be  \ 
bought  into  it.  For  therefore  did  Jefus  Chrift  pafs  through  fuch  •  JW 
varieties  of  conditions,  on  purpofe  that  he  might  take  away  the 
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airfty  and  leave  a  ble£Bng  in  thofe  <:oudition$,  ^;ainft  the  tmie 
that  you  ihould  come  into  them.     Moreover,  ■ 

Thirdly f  Though  inward  comforts  and  outward  comforts  were 
both  removed  from  Chrift,  in  one  day,  yet  he  wanted  not  fnppoit 
in  the  abfence  of  both.  How  relieving  a  coniideration  is  this ! 
Johnxvi.  32.  <«  Behold,  (faith  he)  the  hour  cometh,  yea,  is  now 
^  come  that  ye  (hall  be  fcattered,  every  m^  to  Us  own,  and  iball 
<<  leave  me  alone ;  and  yet  I  am  not  alone,  becaufe  the  Father  is 
*<  with  me.**  With  me  by  way  of  fupport,  when  not  by  way  of 
comfort.  Thy  God,  Chriftian,  can  in  like  manner  fupport  thee, 
when  alh  fenfible  comforts  flinnk  away  together  from  thy  foul  and 
body  in  one  day. 

^^hy  '^  defervcs  a  remark,  that  this  comfbrtlefs  forfakeneon^ 
dition  of  Chrift,  immediately  preceded  the  day  of  his  grcateft 
•glory  and  comfort.  Naturalifts  obferve,  the  grcateft  darkncfs  b  a 
little  before  the  dJiwning  of  the  morning.  It  was  fo  with  Chrift, 
it  may  be  fo  with  thee.  It  was  but  a  little  while  and  he  had  better 
tompany  than  theirs  that  fbrfook  him.  Aft  therefore  your  fiiith 
upon  this,  that  the  moft  glorious  light  ufually  follows  the  tltickeft 
<larknefs.  The  louder  your  groans  are  now,  the  louder  your 
triumphs  hereafter  will  be.  The  horror  of  your  prefent,  will  but 
add  to  the  lufbeof  your  future  flatc. 


SERMON    XXIX. 

Of  the  Manner  of  Christ's  Death,  in  refpeft  of  the  Patience 

thereof. 

IsA.  liiL  7. 
'He  was  opprejfeily  andhioas  affliBedj  yet  he  cpmed  npt  his  frtouth: 
he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  jlaught^r^  and  as  a  jbeep  before  her 
fbearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  f$outh. 


T  TOW  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  carried" on.  the  work  of  our  ro- 
J[^  1  demption  in  his  humble  ftate,  both  in  h5  incarnation,  life, 
and  death,  hath  in  part  been  difcovered  in  the  former  fermons.  I 
have  fhewed  you  the  kind  or  nature  of  that  death  he  died  ^  and 
am. now  engaged,  by  the  method  propofcd,  to  open  the  manner 
of  his  death.  The  folitarinefs  or  loncUnefs  of  Chrift  in  his  iuftr- 
ings,  was  the  fubjeft  of  the  laft  fermon.  The  patience  and  mcek- 
nefs  ot  Chrift  in  his  fuffcrings  come,  in  order,  to  be  opened  in 
this.* 
This  chapter  treats  wholly  of  the  fuflerings  of  Chrift,  and  the 
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blefie4  fniks  thereof*  Hombeck  *  tells  us  of  a  learatd  Jaf# 
<^  that  ingenoouily  confefTed  this  very  chapter  converted  him  to 
«  the  Chriftiao  faith.  And  fuch  delight  he  had  in  it|  that  he  read 
<<  it  more  than  a  thoufand  times  over."  Such  is  the  clearnefi  of 
this  prophecy,  that  he  who  penned  it,  is  defenredljr  ftiled  the 
evangelical  prophet.  I  cann6t  allow  time  to  annalize  the  chsqpter  } 
but  mj  work  lyinjg  in  the  feventh  verfe>  1  fhall  fpeak  to  thefe  two 
branches  or  parts  of  it,  viz.  The  grievous  fiifferings  of  Chrift^  and 
the  gbrious  ornament  he  put  upon  themu 

Firfif  Chrifi:'s  grievous  fufferings;  <<  he  was  afflifled^  an^  he 
"  was  opprefied,  brought  to  the  flaughter,  and  fhorn  as  a  {kcep,^ 
<<  i.  e.  he  loft  both  fleece  and  blood,  life,  an4  comforts  of  life. 
"  He  was  of^reiled  j"  the  f  word  iignifies  both  <<  to  anfwer  and 
"  opprcfs,  humble  or  deprefs."  The  other  word,  rendered  qSiSU 
edy  fignifies  « to  exaA  and  affliJl^"  and  fo  implies  Chrift  to  mnd 
before  God,  as  a  furety  before  the  creditor  j  who  exa£ls  the  uU 
moft  fatisfadlion  £rom  him,  by  cauiing  him  to  fuffer  according  to 
the  utmoft  rigour  and  feveiity  of  the  Taw.  It  did  not  fuffice  that 
he  was  ihorn  as  a  iheep,  u  e.  that  he  was  ftripped  and  deprived  of 
his  riches,  crnaments,  and  comforts  \  but  his  blood  and  life  muft 
go  for  it  alio.  He  is  brought  to  the  {laughter.  Thefe  were  his 
grievous  fufferings. 

Secoftdiyj  Here  is  the  glorious  ornament  he  put  upon  thofe  grie- 
vous fufferings  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  patient  fjpirit* 
He  9pened  not  his  mouth  ;  but  went  as  zjbeep  to  hcjborn,  or  a  lamb  to 
the  Jlaughter.  The  lamb  goes  as  quiet  to  the  flaughter-houfe,  as 
to  the  fold.  By  this  lively  and  lovely  Cmllitude,  the  patience  of 
Chrift  is  here  expreflcd  to  usf.  Yet  Chrift's  dumbnefi  and  filcncc 
is  not  to  be  underftood  fimply,  but  univerfally  \  as  though  he  ipake 
nothing  at  all  when  he  fuffered ;  for  he  uttered  many  excellent  and 
weighty  words  upon  the  crofs,  as  you  ihall  hear  in  the  following 
difcourfes  \  but  it  muft  be  underftood  refpeAively,  L  e.  he  never 
opened  his  mouth  repiningly,  paffionately,  or  revengefully,  under 
his  .greateft  tortures,  and  lugheft  provocations.  Whence  the 
note  is, 

Doft.  That  JefusChrtflfupportedthe  burden  cf  his  fufferings^  mth 
admirable  patience  and  n^eknefs  ofjpirit^ 

It  is  a  true  obfervation,  that  meeknefs  inviteth  injury,  but  al- 
ways to  its  own  coft.     And  it  was  evidently  verified  in  the  fii^er- 

*  ItigeMue  profitior  itlud  ipfitm  caput  adji/fem  CbriflioMam  me  adduitijfe^  nam  plus  miUits 
tllud  caput  perUgi,     Hornbeck  contra  Jud.  lib.  6.  cap.  i.  p.  408. 
t    nSjrj  Rejpomdii,  HumJliavit,  Demi/it.   Deprejfit,     ^y^i   Exegii.     Buxtorf. 

t  Tbatlie  may  tbe  more  commend  Chriil*s  patience  and  meeknels,  as  his  gl«- 
riouB  omamcot,  Ke  coopares  him  to  a  iheep  and  a  lamU    Marlor,  in  loc. 
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.  ings  of  Gbrift*    CfarifPs  meeknefs  triumphed  over  the  aflSronts  and 

Injuries  oF  his  enemiesi  much  more  than  they  triumphed  over  him. 
Patience  never  had  a  more  glorious  trtumph»  than  it  had  npcm  the 
cro(s. 
'  The  meeknefs  and  patience  of  his  fyirit,  amtdft  iiquries  and  pro- 
vocationsi  b  excellently  fet  fordi  m  i  Pet.  ii.  ai.  23.  «<  Who  did 
<<  no  iin«  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth :  Who  when  he 
*<  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again  ^  when  he  fuffinvd^  he  threatened 
«  not,  but  committed  hnnfelf  to  him  that  judg^  rMditeoufly." 

In  this  point  we  have  thefe  three  things  to  open  docbrinalty. 

i»  The  burden  of  fufferings,  and  provocations  that  Jeius  Chrift 
was  o^refled  with, 

2.  The  meeknefs  and  admirable  patience  with  which  he  fup- 
ported  that  burden. 

3.  The  caufes  and  grounds  of  that  perfeft  patience  which  he 
then  exercifed. 

P^^»  The  burden  of  luffoings  and  provocations  which  Quift 
iupported>  was  very  great  \  For  on  him  met  all  forts  and  kinds  of 
trouble  at  once,  and  thofe  in  their  higheft  degrees  and  fiiUeft 
ftrength.  Troubles  in  his  foul,  and  thefe  were  the  foul  of  his 
troubles*  His  foul  was  laden  with  fpiritual  horrors  and  troubles, 
as  deep  as  it  could  fwim,  Mark  xiv.  33.  "  He  began  to  be  fore 
««  amazed  and  very  heavy.''  The  wrath  of  an  infinite  dreadliil 
God  beat  him  down  to  the  duft.  His  body  iull  of  pain  and  ex- 
quifite  tortures  in  every  part,  ^ot  a  mend)er  or  fenfe  but  wasthe 
wat  and  fubjeft  of  torment. 

His  name  and  honour  fiiffered  the  vileft  indignities,  blafphe* 
mies,  and  horrid  reproaches  that  the  malignity  of  Satan  and  wick- 
ed men  could  belch  out  againft  it.  He  was  called  a  blaKphoncr, 
feditiopis,  one  that  had  a  devil,  a  glutton,  a  whie-bibber,  a  friend 
of  publicans  and  harlots,  the  carpenter's  fon,  this  tellow.  He  that 
was  God^sfelbw^  as  you  heard  lately,  now  Alt  felUyw.  Contempt 
was  poured  upon  all  his  oflices.  Upon  his  lungly  office,  when 
they  crowned  him  with  thorns,  arrayed  him  with  purple,  bowed 
the  knee  ia  mockery  to  him,  and  cried,  «<  Hail  king  of  the  Jews.** 
Hb  prophetical  office,  when  they  blinded  him,  and  then  Ud  him 
<«  prophefy  who  fmotc  him."  His  pricftly  office,  when  they  re- 
vilefd  him  on  the  crofs,  faying,  <*  He  faved  others,  bimfcif  he 
«  cannot  fave*"  They  fcourged  him,  fpit  in  his  fece ;  and  fmotc 
him  on  the  head  and  ^ce.  Befides,  the  very  kind  of  death  thef 
put  him  to^  was  reproachful  and  ignominious}  as  you  heard 
before. 

Now  all  this,  and  much  more  than  this,  meeting  at  once  upon 
an  innocent  and  dignified  perfon  ;  one  that  was  greater  than  4IU 
that  lay  in  the  bofom  of  God  5  and  from  eternity  had  bi&  4in2>s 
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and  honours  ^  upon  one  that  couki  have  crufhed  aH  hk  enemies 
as  a  moth  ^  Iby,  for  him  to  bear  aU  thi3»  without  the  leaft  dii^ 
compofurs  of  fpirit,  or  breach  of  patience,  is  the  higheft  triumph 
of  patience  that  ever  was  in  the  woi'ld.  It  was  one  oi  the  greateft 
wonders  of  that  wonderful  day  : 

Secondly^  And  that  is  the  next  thing  we  have  to  confider^  even 

this  almighty  patience  and  unpatterned  meekneis  of  Chrift^  fup* 

porting  'uich  a  burden  with  fuch  evennels  and  fteadinels  of  fpirit* 

Chriftian  patietice^  or  the  grac^  of  patience^  is  an  ability  fnr  prtoer  ta 

Juffer  hard  anaiea^  things^  according  to  the  'will  of  God. 

b  is  a  power^  and  a  glorious  power^  that  ftrengthens  the  fufier* 
ing  foul  to  bear.  It  is  our  paffive  fortitude^  Col.  i.  11.  <<  Strength-* 
«  ened  with  all  might,  according  to  his  glorious  power,  unto  all 
*<  patience,  and  long-fuffering  with  joyfulnefs ;"  i.  e.  ftrengthened 
with  the  might  or  power  of  God  himfelf :  Or  fuch  as  might  appear 
to  be  the  proper  imprefi  and  image  of  that  divine  power,  which  is 
both  its  pxinciple  and  pattern.  For  thepatiepce  which  God  exer- 
ciies  towards  finners,  that  daily  wrong  and  load  him,  is  called  ^ 
power,  and  great  power.  Numb.  xiv.  17.  <<Let  tbepower  of  my 
«  Lord  be  great,  as  thou  haft  rpoken>  faying,  The  Lord  is  long* 
««  fuffermg,  forgiving,"  &c.  Hense  it  b  obferved,  Prov.  xxiv. 
10.  That  the  lo(s  or  breaking  of  our  patience  under  adverfity, 
argiies  a  decay  of  ftrength  in  the  foul.  <«  If  thou  faint  in  the  day 
*<  of  adverfity,  thy  ftrength  is  finalK*' 

It  is  a  power  or  ability  in  the  ibul,  to  bear  hard^  heavy^  and  dxf- 
jicult  tbings^M  SikIi  only  are  the  obje£b  of  patience*  God  hath 
ieveral  forts  of  burdens  to  impofe  upon  his  people.  Some  heavier^ 
others  lighter ;  fome  to  be  carried  but  a  tew  hours,  others  many 
days }  others  all  our  days  :  ibme  more  fpiritual,  bearinp  upon  the 
foul }  fome  more  external,  touching  or  puniihing  the  neih  imme- 
diately i  and  the  fpirit  by  way  of  iympathy :  and  fometimes  both 
forts  are  bid  on  together.  So  they  were  at  this  time  on  Chrift.  His 
{bul  burdened  as  deep  as  it  could  fmm  ^  fiill  of  the  fenfe,  the  bit- 
ter ienfe  and  apprehenfion  of  the  wrath  of  God :  his  body  filled 
with  tortures  :  in  every  member  and  fenfe  grief  took  up  its  lodg- 
ing.    Here  was  the  higheft  exercife  of  patience. 

It  is  a  power  to  bear  hard  and  heavy  things,  according  to  tie 
will  of  Godn  Confidering  it  in  that  refpe£t,  patience,  the  Chris- 
tian graqp,  differs  from  patience  the  moral  virtue.  So  the  apof^ 
tie  dcfcribes  it,  i  Pet.  iv.  19.  «  Let  them  that  fuffer  according  to 
«'  the  will  of  God,'*  &c.  i.  e.  who  exercife  patience  gracbufly,  as 
God  would  have  them* 

*  Thefe  two  Tirtues,  viz,  wofjLc^  u  e.  patience,  tod  /AOxpodvfcMB,  i.  e.  meekf 
•e^s,  are  infeparable  concomitants  of  that  ftrength  and  fosticude,  which  the  Spirit 
Wftowa  on  us.    JChva^ 
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And  thcA  our  patience  is,  as  Chrift's  moft  exaftly  was,  according 
to  the  will  of  God ;  when  it  is  as  extenlive,  as  intenilve,  and  as 
pruteniive  as  God  requires  it  to  be. 

Fifftt  When  it* is  as  extenjive  as  God  would  have  it.  So  was 
Chrift's  patience.  It  was  ^  patience  that  Wretched  and  exteiided 
kfelf  to  all,  and  every  trouble  and  affli£lion,  that  came  upon  him. 
IVomUescamc  upon  him  in  troops,  in  multitudes.  It  is  faid,  Pfal. 
ad.  I  a.  "  Innumerable  evils  have  compafled  me  about."  Yet  he 
found  patience  enough  to  receive  them  all.  It  is  not  with  us. 
Our  patience  is  often  worn  out.  And  like  fick  people,  we  fency, 
if  we  were  in  another  chamber,  orbed,  it  would  be  better.  If  it 
were  any  other  trouble  than  tliis,  we  could  bear  it.  -Chrift  had 
no  exceptions  at  any  burden  his  Father  would  lay  on.  His  patience 
was  as  large  as  his  trouble,  and  that  was  large  indeed- 

Secondly^  It  is  then  according  to  the  will  of  God,  when  it  is  as 
mtenftve  as  God  requires  it  to  be,  i.  e.  in  the  apoftle's  phraie,  Jain. 
i.  4.  When  it  hath  xtr.perfeff  wort,  or  exercift ;  when  it  is  not  only 
extended  to  all  kinds  of  troubles ;  but  when  it  works  in  the  high' 
eft  and  moft  perfeft  degree.  And  then  may  patience  be  faid  to  be 
pcrfeft  (as  it  was  in  Chrift)  when  it  is  plenum  fuiy  et  prohiberis  alieniy 
full  of  itfclf,  and  exclufive  of  its  oppofite.  Chrift's  patience  was^ 
ftdl  of  itfelf,  (i.  c.)  it  included  all  that  belonged  to  it.  It  was  fall 
6f  fiifamiffion,  peace,  and  ferenity  ;  full  of  obedience  and  compla- 
cency in  his  Father's  will.  He  was  in  a  perfeft  cahn.  As  a  lamb 
or  ihoep,  (faith  the  text)  that  howls  not,  oppofes  not,  but  is  dumb 
and  quiet.  And  as  his  external  behaviour,  fo  his  internal  frame 
and  temper  of  foul  was  moft  ferene  and  calm.  Not  one  repining 
thought  againft  God.  Not  one  revengeful  thought  againft  man 
once  ruffled  his  Spirit,  ««  Father  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
•<  what  they  do,"  was  all  the  hurt  he  wilhed  his  worft  enemies. 
And  as  it  included  all  that  belonged  to  it,  fo  his  perfect  patience 
excluded  all  its  oppoiites.  No  difcontents,  murmurings,  defpon- 
dencies  had  place  in  his  heart.  So  that  his  patience  was  a  moft  in- 
tenfive,  perfedl  patience.  And  as  it  was  as  extenfive,  and  as  inten- 
five,  fo  it  was, 

Thirdljy  As  protenfive  as  God  required  it  to  be,  (1.  e.)  it  held 
out  to  the  end  of  his  trial.  He  did  not  feint  at  laft.  His  troubles 
did  not  out-live  his  patience.  He  indeed  was  ftrengthened  with 
all  might  unto  all  patience,  and  long-fuffering.  Tiiis  was  the  pa- 
tience of  Chrift  our  perfeft  pattern.  He  had  not  only  patience  but 
longanimity. 

Thirdly y  In  the  laft  place,  let  us  inquire  into  the  grounds  and 
j^afons  vf  this  his  moft  perfedl:  patience.  And  if  you  do  fo,  yo« 
ilvall  find  perfc£k  holincls,  wifdom,  fore-knowledge,  fiiib,  heaven- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SfiRM^XXIX.  The  FoutOMn  of  L^e.  361 

ty-mindednefs^  and  x»bedience»  at  the  root  of  this  pcr&ft  pa* 
tience. 

Firfty  This  admirable  patience  and  meeknefs  of  Chrift^  was  the 
fruit  and  ofispring  of  \mpeffeB  btdimft.  His  nature  was  free  from 
thofe  cpmiptions,  that  ours  groan  and  labour  under  \  otherwife  he 
could  never  have  carried  it  at  this  rate*  Take  the  meek  Mofes 
who  excelled  all  others  in  that  grace^  and  let  him  be  tried  in  that 
very  grace,  wherein  he  excels,  and  fee  how  «  unadvifedly  he  may 
<'  fpeak  with  his  lips/'  PfaL  cvi.  33.  Take  a  Job,  whofe  £unou0 
patience  is  trumpeted  and  refounded  over  all  the  world ;  ye  have 
beard  of  the  patUnce  of  JA  ;  and  let  him  be  tried  by  outward  and 
inward  troubles,  meeting  upon  him  in  one  day ;  and  even  a  Job 
may  curfe  the  day  wherein  he  was  bom.  Envy,  revenge,  difcon* 
tent,  deipondencies,  are  weeds  naturally  fpringing  up  m  the  coi> 
nipt  foil  of  our  iinful  natures,  <<  I  fawa  little  child  grow  pale  with 
^<  envy,''faidAttftin*.  And  the  fpirit  that  is  in  us  lu&eth  unto 
envy,  (faith  the  apoftle)  Jam.  iv.  5.  The  {Nrinciples  of  all  thcfe 
evils  being  in  our  natures,  they  will  (hew  themfelves  in  time  of  triaL  • 
The  old  man  is.  fretful  and  paffionate.  But  it  was  otherwife  with 
Chrift.  His  nature  was  like  a.  pure  chryftal  glafs,  full  of  pure 
fountain  water,  which  though  fhaken  and  a^tated  never  fo  much, 
can^t  fhew,  becaufe  it  hath  no  dregs.  <<  The  prince  of  this  world 
«<  cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  me,"  Jolm  xiv..  30.  No  princi- 
ple of  corrupti6n,  for  a  handle  to  temptation.  Our  high-prieft 
was  h<dy,  harmlds,  undefiled^  feparate  from  finners,  Heb.  vii.  26* 

Secondly^  The  meeknefs  and  patience  of  Chrift  proceeded  from 
the  ififinite  wifdom  with  which  he  was  filled*  The  wifer  any  man 
is^  the  more  patient  he  is.  Hence  mcseknefi,  the  firuit,  is.  de» 
nominated  from  patience,  the  root  that  bears  it.  Jam.  iii.  1 3.  <<  The 
<<  meekneis  of  wifilom/'  And  anger  is  lodged  in  folly,  its 
proper  cauie,  Ecdef.  vii.  9.  '<  Anger  refteth  in  the  boibm  of  fools«" 
Seneca  f  would  allow  no  place  m  paiBon  in  a  wife  man's  breafl:, 
Wiie  men  ufe  to  ponder,  coniider,  and  weigh  things  deliberately 
in  their  judgxnents,  before  they  fufier  their  affedions  and  paffions 
ta  be  ftirred  and  enraged.  Hence  come  the  confbncy  and  fereni« 
ty  of  their  fj^ts.  As  wiie  Solomon  hath  ohfervecl,  Prov.  xvii.  27. 
<<  Amanofunderftanding  is  of  an  excellent  (or  as  the  Hebrew  is) 
a  cool,  fpirit." 

Now  wifdom  filled  the  foul  of  Chrift.    He  is  wifdom  in  the  ab- 
Vol.  I.  No.  6.  Z  z 


*  nR  mtlmidtm  parvmimm,     Anp 

t  If  we  WleTt  that  neither  great,  nor  frequent  anger,  takes  place  in  the  mind 
of  thewiicauoiwhyttayweaM£reehiin£EwndM  whplcol  thupaffion.   Sme$t 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


3P&         ,  The  Fwntmn  rf  Ufi:  Serm.  XXIX. 

ftraft^  Pirov.  viS.  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wifdom,  CoL 
ii.  3.  Hence  it  was  that  he  was  no  otherwife  moved  with  the  re- 
vilmgs  smd  abdi^s  of  his  enemtes,  than  a  wife  phylician  is  with  the 
impertinenties  of  his  diftempered,  and  crafj  patient* 

Thirdlu   And  at  his  patience JBowftd  from  his'perfeft   wif* 

dotn  and  knowledge.  To  ahb  from  hisforeJtnowkdge.    He  had  a 

perfeAprofpe£tcfaU^thofethhigsfi^m  eternity,  wUchbefel  him 

aften^rds*    They  came  net  upon  him  by  way  of  furprifrd*    And 

thei«fore  he  wondered  not  at  them  when  they  came,  as  if  fotne 

frrange  thing  had  h^pened.    He  forefnor  all  tfaefe  things  long  be- 

.  hrty  Mark.viii.  31.  ^(  And  he  began  to  teach  them,  that  die  Son 

*  «  of  man  muft  MSet  many  things,  and  be  feje&ed  of  the  eUers, 

K  and  chief  priefts,  and  ftribes,  and  be  kilkd."    Yta,  he  had 

,  eompafi^ed  and  agreed  with  his  Father  to  endure  all  this  fbr  our 

-^  fakes,  before  he  aifimied  our  fleih.    Hence,  Ifa«  1.  6*  ^  I  gave  my 

t  M  bock  to  the  fmkers,  and  my  cheeks  to  them  that  puQed  off  the 

^  bslir.     I  bid  not  my  face  frotn  /hame  zhd  fpkting/' 

.   Now  look  as  Chrift  ift  Jolin  xvi.  4.  obvistes  all  frittife  oftiiccs 

his  difcipks  siight  take  at  fudT^ing  fbr  hiif  fake^  by  telling  thent 

befote-hand  what  they  nfitift  cxpe^.    «  THcfe  tMngs  (faith  he) 

<'  I  told  ybtt,  tbait  when  the  timeOiall  come,  ye  may  remember 

t«  ih*t  I  told  y^  of  thcih :"    So  hft,  fore-knowing  what  himfelf 

mftflt  fuffet^,  artd  having  agreed  fo  to  do,  bare/ thofe  fUlFerings  with 

4t»gtihr  p5fti€ilce.    <•  Jddis  therefore  knowih^  all  things  that  flioakl 

«  comenpon  kim,  i^^ftt  forth,  and  faSd  uflto  them)  #hom  feck 

«  ye?'Johnxviii*4. 

Fottfthtyi  As  h\^  patience  fpta^  from  1^  fbnskttowta^  of 
Ms  fiifKrihgs  $  fo ft^dirt  lifs  falf H  Which  )^t  ^x^^ciftd  imdff  sdl  th^ 
K^  fdfitrid  ht  tbis  l^tnU.  His  frfith  lodc^l  through  all  thofe 
Wack  and  difinal  dottds,  to  the  joy  ppopofed,  Heb.  3tif .  i.  He  knew 
ihat  thoi\gh  Pilah^  cdridcmncdi  God  would  juftify  him.  Ife.  L  4i 
5i  6i  7,  8.  And  he  fct  one  ^>veMgairift  the  other :  he  babmccd 
Uie  glory,  into  which  he  was  to  ^ntcr,  with  &e  flAerings,  thrOtgh 
which  he'was  to  enter  into  it.  He  afted  fiuth  upott  God  fof  divine 
'fiipport  and  afliftante  under  Tuflferiiig,  as  weB  as  for  gloJy,  the 
fruit  and  reward  of  tfiem,  Pftl*  xvi.  7,  8,  9,  10,  11.  Ihtvtfd 
(or  as  the  apoftle  rarics  it)  «  I  fbrefaw  ^he  Lord  alwafibrfort 
«  me ;  becaufe  he  is  at  my  right-hand  I  fliall  not  be  moved. 
«  Therefore  my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoiceth.*'  There  k 
faith  afted  by  Chrift,  for  ftrciigth  to  carry  him  thrpugh.  And 
then  tt  foHovfs,  «  Afy  fie<h  alfo  flMtll  reft  4ft  hojpe  t  for  thoo  wilt 
«  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell,  neither  wik  thou  fuffer  thine  holy 
*•  oncto  fee  c^rfetrptim.  Thou  wilt.lhcw  me  the  path  of  lsf^«  In 
w  thy  preftncc  is  fiilnefs  of  joy  5  at  thy^fighfthand  th*c  are  J^fea- 
<^  furos  for  cvj^rmorc.'*  There  is  his  £uth  s^ng  upon  the  glorf  r^- 
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CO  which  he  was  to  «mer,  after  he  had  fuficred  thefe  .things :  t\xts 
£Ued  him  with  peace. 

Fifthl^y  As  his  fakhj  eyiqg  tlie  gloiy  into  whidi  iie  was  pafEng, 
made  him  endure  all  things;  fo  the  heavenUnrfs  of  his  Spirit  sdlb  filled 
him  with  a  heavenly  tranquillity  aad  caUnaefs  of  fpirit  under  all  hi? 
abufes  and  injuries.  It  is  a  certain  truth,  that  the  more  heavenly 
any  man's  fpirit  is>  the  more  fedate»  composed  and  peaceful.  <<  As 
«  the  higher  heavens  (faith  *  Seneca)  are  more  ordinate  and  tran- 
<^  quil  \  there  are  neither  clouds  nor  winds,  fiorms  nor  tempefts^ 
<<  they  are  the  inferior  heavens  that  lighten  and  thunder:  the 
^  nearer  the  ^earth  the  more  tempeftuous  and  unquiet :  even  ib 
<<  the  fublime  and  heavenly  mind  is  placed  in  a  <^lm  and  quiet 
«  ftation-'* 

Certainly  that  heart  which  is  fweeteited  >(rc<pieiitly  with  heaveif- 
ly,  delightful  communion  vrith  God/is  not  vety  apt  to  be  imbitter* 
ed  with  wrathi  ik  iburod  with  revenge  againft  men*  The  peace 
of  God  doth  Q^wtn%  appeafe  and  end  all  Arifes  and  deferences, 
as  an  umpire:  fo  much  that  word,  CoL  iii.  15.  imports.  The 
heavenly  Spirit  marvelloufly  afie&  a  fedate  and  quiet  breaft. 

Now,  never  was  there  fuch  a  heavenly  foul  on  earth,  fince 
man  inhabited  it,  as  Chrift  was :  he  had  moft  fweet  and  wonder- 
ful conununion  with  God:  he  had  meat  to  eat,  which  others, 
yea,  and  thofe.  his  greateft  intimates,  knew  not  of.  The  Son  of 
man  was  in  heaven  upon  earth,  John  liL  13.  Even  in  refpeft  of 
that  blefled  heavenly  communion  he  had  with  God,  as  well  as  in 
refpefl  of  his  immenfe  Deity :  and  that  his  heart  was  in  heaven 
when  he  fo  patiently  endured  and  digefted  the  pain  and  ihame  of 
the  crois  is  evident  from  Heb.5Xii.  2*  <^  for  the  joy  fet  before  him, 
<<  he  endured  the  crofs,  defpiiing  the  fhame.''  See  where  his  eft 
and  heart  were,  when  he  went  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter. 
'  Sixthlyy  And  laftly,  As  his  meekneis  and  patience  fprang  from 
the  heavenlinefs  and  fublimity  of  hb  fpirit ;  fo  likewife,  from  the 
complete  and  abiblute  obedience  of  it  to  lus  Father's  will  and  ple»- 
fiire  :  he  could  moft  quietly  fubmit  to  all  the  will  of  God,  and  ne- 
ver regret  at  any  part  of  the  work  aiiigned  him  by  his  Fattier.  For 
you  muft  know,  that  Chrift's  death  in  him  was  an  a£t  of  obedience  ; 
he  all  along  eying  his  Father's  command  and  counfel  in  what  he 
fufiered,  Phil.  ii.  7,  8.  John  xviii*  11.  Pfal.  xl.  d,  7,  8.  Now 
look,  as  the  eying  and  coniidering  the  hand  of  God  in  an  afflic- 
tion, prefently  becalms  and  quiets  a  gracious  foul ;  as  you  fee  in 
David)  a  Sam.  xvi.  1 1.  <<  Let  him  alone,  it  may  be  God  that  hathr' 

*  Par*  fmferior  mwdi  ijt  w^MOtior,  ac  propiujuA  fiUriiut^  hcc  in  mubtm  ctgitur^  MV 
:m  UmptJUiUm  tm^elVUur^ntc  verjatur  imturbifumi  omnf  tumultu  caret;  inferiara  Jvlminants 
Eo4em  modofi&limi:  afumus  jmctui  ftmftr  ^,  ef  h/atitnt  tran^uiifm  eoUocatur.    Scixcca. 
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«  bid  him  curfe  Pavid  ^^  So  much  more  it  quietedjefus  Chrift, 
who  was  privy  to  the  defign  and  end  of  his  Father,  with  whofe  wiU 
he  all  long  complied ;  looking  on  Jews  and  Gentiles  but  as  the  in- 
Aruments  ignorantly  fulfilling  God's  pleafure,  and  ferving  that 
great  defign  of  his  Father  e  this  was  hi$  patience,  and  thcfe  the 
grounds  of  it» 

Ufe  I.  I  might  varioufly  improve  this  point ;  but  the  direA  and 
main  ufe  of  it  is,  to  prefs  us  to  a  Chrift-like  patience  in  all  our  fiif- 
fisrii^s  and  troubles.  And  feeing  in  ncfching  we  are  more  gene^ 
rally  defeftive,  ^md  that  defeats  of  Chriftians  herein,  are  fo  preju- 
dicial to  religion,  and  uncomfortable  to  themfelvesj  I  refolve  to 
wave  all  other  ufes,  andfpend  the  remaining  time  wholly  upon  this 
branchy  even  Tiperfuqfive  to  Chriftians  unto  all  patience,  in  tribula- 
tions) to<imitate  their  lamb-like  Saviour.  Unto  this  (Chriftians) 
you  are  exprdsly  called,  i  Pet.  ii.  2T,  22.  <^  Becaufe  Chrift  aUb 
<<  fufiered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  we  (hould  follow 
^«  his  fteps.  Who  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his 
^  mooth^  who  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  aa^in ;  when  he 
<<  fufiered,  he  threatened  not;  but  committed  himielf  to  him  that 
**  judgeth  righteoufly*"  Rejre  is  your  pattern ;  a  perfeft  pattern  ! 
a  lovely  and  excellent  pattern  !  Will  you  be  perfuaded  to  the  imi- 
tation of  Chrift  herein  ?  Methinks  I  ftiould  perfuade  you  to  it ; 
yea,  every  thing  about  you  perfuades  to  patience  in  your  fufiering;, 
as  well  as  I :  look  which  way  you  will,  upward  or  downward,  in- 
ward or  outward,  backward  or  forward,  to  the  right-hand,  or  to 
the  left,  you  (hall  find  all  things  perfiiading  and  urging  the  doc- 
trine of  patience- upon  you. 

jFiV^,  Look  upwcardsy  when  tribulations  come  upon  you  :  look  to 
that  iovereign  Lord,  that  commiflionates  and  fends  them  uponyou.* 
You  know  troubles  do  not  rifc  out  of  the  duftj  nor  fpring  out  of 
the  ground,  but  are  framed  in  heaven,  Jer.  xviii.  11.  "  Behold 
««  I  firame  evil,  and  devife  a  device  againft  you."  Troubles  and 
affliflions  are  of  the  Lord's  firaming  and  devifing,  to  reduce  his 
wandering  people  to  himfelf:  much  like  that  device  of  Abfalom,  in 
fetting  Joab's  field  of  corn  on  fire,  to  bring  Joab  to  him,  2  Sam. 
xiv.  30,  In  the  frame  of  your  affliAions,  you  may  obferve  much 
of  divine  wifdom  in  the  choice^  meafuny  2nd/enfjn  of  your  troubles: 
fovcreignty,  in  elefting  the  hiftnmientffof  your  affli^ion;  in  mak- 
ing them  as  afili^^tive  as  he  pleafeth  \  and  in  making  them  obedient 
both  to  his  call,  in  coming  and  going,  when  be  pleafeth.  Now, 
could  you  in  times  of  trouble  look  bp  to  this  fovereign  hand,  in 
which  your  fouls,  bodies,  and  all  their  comforts  and  merdci  arc  ( 
how  quiet  would  your  hearts  be  !  PfaL  xxxix.  9.  "  I  was  dwnb, 
"  and  opened  not  my  mouth,  becaufe  it  is  thy  doing.'^  j  Sam*  ii|- 
18,  <*lt']s  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  fecmtth  him  good."    Oh^ 
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^p^en  wc  have  to  do  with  men,  and  look  no  higher,  how  do  our 
ijMTits  fwcU  and  rife  with  revenge  and  impatience !  But  if  you  once 
come  to  fee,  that  man  as  a  rod  in  your  Father's  hand,  you  will 
be  quiet;  Pfal.  xlvi.  10.  "  Be  ftill,  and  know  that  I  am  God;** 
q.  d.  coniider  with  whom  you  have  to  do ;  not  with  your  fellow^ 
but  with  your  God,  who  can  puff  you  to  deftruftion  with  one  blaft 
of  his  mouth ;  in  whofe  hand  you  arc,  as  the  clay  in  the  pottcf^s 
hand.  It  is  for  want  of  looking  up  to  God  in  our  troubles,  that 
we  fret,  murmur,  and  defpond  at  the  rate  we  do.  ♦ 

Secondly^  Look  downward j  and  fee  what  is  below  you,  as  well  as 
up  to  that  which  is  above  you.  You  are  afflifted,  and  you  cannot 
bear  it.  Ohi  no  trouble  like  your  trouble !  never  man  in  fuch  a 
cafe  as  you  are !  "Well,  well,  caft  the  eye  of  your  mind  downward^ 
and  fee  thofe  who  lie  much  lower  than  you.  Can  you  fee  none  on 
earth  in  a  more  miferable  (late  than  yourfelves  ?  Are  you  at  the 
very  bottom,  and  not  a  man  below  you  ?  fure  there  arc  thoufands 
in  a  fadder  cafe  than  yon  on  earth.  What  is  your  affliAion? 
Have  you  loft  a  relation  ?  others  have  loft  all.  Have  you  loft  an 
cftate,  and  arc  become  poor  ?  Well,  but  there  are  fome  you  read 
of.  Job  XXX.  4,  5,  6,  7.  <«  Who  cut  up  mallows  by  the  buflies, 
**  and  juniper-roots  for  their  meat.  They  are  driven  forth  from 
<<  among  men,  they  cried  after  them  as  after  a  thief.  They  dwell 
*^  in  the  cliffs  of  the  vallies,  in  caves  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  rocks. 
*«  Among  the  bufties  they  brayed,  under  the  nettles  tliey  were 
<«  gathered  together."  What  difference,  as  to  manner  of  life,  do 
you  find  between  the  perfons  here  defcribed,  and  the  wild  beafts, 
that  herd  together  in  a  ddblate  place  ?  Arc  you  perfecnted  and 
afiiifted  for  Chrift's  fake  ?  What  think  you  of  their  fuffcrings, 
Heb.  xi.  3^,  37.  "  Who  had  trial  of  cruel  mockings ;  yea,  morc- 
*<  over  of  bonds  and  imprifonments :  they  were  iloned,  they  were 
**  fawn  afunder,  were  tempted,  were  (lain  with  the  fword,  they 
•«  wandered  about  in  fheep-lkins  and  goat-ikins,  being  dellitute, 
««  afflidled,  tormented,"  And  are  you  better  than  they  ?  I  know 
not  what  you  are  -,  but  I  am  fure,  thefe  were  fuch  *«  of  whom  the 
*<  world  was  not  worthy,"  ver.  38. 

Or  are  your  affliftions  more  fpiritual  and  inward  ?  Say  not  the 
Lord  never  dealt  more  bitterly  with  the  foul  of  any,  than  he  hath 
with  yours.  What  think  you  of  the  cafe  of  David,  Hcman,  Job, 
Afaph,  whofe  doleful  cries,  by  reafon  of  the  terrors  of  the  Al- 
nughty,  are  able  to  melt  the  ft'onieft  heart  that  reads  their  ftories? 
the  Almighty  was  a  terror  to  them:  the  arrows  of  God  were  witl^in 
them;  they  roared  by  reafon  of  the  difquietnefs  of  tHeir  hearts. 

Or  are  your  afili<5lions  outward  and  inward  together ;  an  afili^ed 
foul  in  an  afflifted  body  ?  Are  you  fallen,  like  the  fhip  in  which 
Paul  failed,  into  a  place  where  two  feas  meet  ?  Well,  fo  it  was  with 
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Paul)  Job,  zskAm^  pther  of  thofe, ^ortbiei  gone  before  70a. 
Sine  you  may  fee  xxiany  on  earth  who  have  been»  wA  utmbx 
lower  and  fadder  ftatesthan  yomielves. 

Or  if  not  on  esuth,  doubtieisi  you  will  yield  there  sre  many  ia 
belli  who  would  be  glad  tor  change  ccmditions  with  yoUj  as  bad  a» 
you  think  yours4o  be.  And  were  not  all  ^heife  moulded  out  of 
the  iame  lump  wkh  you  i  Surely»  if  you  can  fee  any  creature  fae^ 
low  yotti  efpecially  any  reasonable  being)  you  have  qo  reafon  to 
return  fb  ungratefully  Aipon  your  God,  and  aooife  your  AJafcer  of 
Severity  \  or  charge  God  fooliihly.  liook  dowot-and  you  fliaU  fee 
gppound^  «noug^  to  be  quiet. 

ThirSy^  Look  invfsrd,  you  difcontented  ijpirils,  and  fee.if  yoa 
ca^i  find  notlung  there  to  quiet  you.  Caft  your  eye  into  your  own 
bcarts}  coniider -either  the  corn^aiofv  or  the  graces  that  are  there. 
Cannot  you  find  weeds  enough  there,  that  need  (iich  winter- 
weather  as  this  to  rot  them  ?  Hath  not  that  proud  heart  need 
enough  of  all  this  to  humble  it  i  That  carnal  heart  need  of  fuch 
^ii^s  2»  theie  to  mortify  it?  That  backfliding,  wandering  heart 
fieed  of  all  this  to  reduce  and  re(;over  it  to  it?  God  ?  "  If  need  be, 
<<  ye  arein  heavinefs,'*  i  Pet.  i.  6.  O  Chriftlan!  didft  thou  not 
Jkc  need  of  this  before  thou  cameft  into  trouble  ?  Or  hath  not  God 
^hewn  thoe  the  need  of  it  fince  thou  waft  under  the  rod  ?  It  is 
much  thou  ihouldeft  not  fee  it ;  but  be  aflhred,  if  thou  doft  not, 
tbsf  God  doth:  he  knows  thou  wouldeft  be  ruined  fer  ever,  if  he 
ihould  not  take  this  courie  with  thee. 

Thy  corruptions  require  all  this  to  idll  them.  Thy  lufls  will 
take  all  this,  it  may  be  more  than  this,  and  all  Uttle  enough.  And 
as  your  .corruptions  call  jfbr  it,  fo  do  your  graces  too.  Wherefore 
think  ye  the  Lord  planted  the  principles  of  faith^  humility,  pa* 
ti^nc'ei  i^c.  in  your  fouls?  What,  were  they  put  there  for  nothing? 
Did  the  Lord  intend  they  fhould  lie  ileeping  in  their  drowiy  ba- 
bks?  Or  were  they  not  planted  there  in  order  to  exerciie  ?  And 
how  fliall  they  be  exercifed  without  tribulations  f  Can  you  tell  i 
Doth  not  «  tribulation  work  patience,  and  patience  experience, 
«  and  experience  hope?'*  Rom.*  v.  3,  4.  Is  not  "  the  trial  of 
**  your  faith  much  more  precious,  than  of  gold  which  pcri&cs," 
J  Pet.  i.  7.    O  look  inward,  and  you  will  be  quiet. 

Fourthly^  Look  ouinvard^  and  fee  who  ftands  by  and  obfervesyour 
carriage  under  trouble.  Are  there  not  many  eyes  upon  you  ?  yea, 
many  envious  obiervers  round  about  you.  It  was  David's  requeft, 
Pfal.  V.  8.  <<  Lead  me,  O  Lord*  in  thy  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  of 
<«  mine  enemies ;"  or,  as  the  Hebrew  word  there  might  he  ren- 
dered, becaufe  of  mine  obfcrvers  or  watchers.  TTierc  is  many  an 
envious  eye  ppon  you.  To  the  wicked  there  can  fearccly  be  an 
higher  gratification  and  pleafure^  than  to  fee  your  carriage  under 
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trouble  fo  like  their  own;  for  thereby  they  tftf  eonikihed  m  dMr 
prejudices  againft  religion,  and  in  their  good  opinion  of  them^ 
felves.  Thefe  may  talk  and  profefs  mofe  than  we  \  btH  whefll 
they  are  tried,  and  put  to  it,  it  appears  (rfamly  eaouglh  their  reli- 
gioii  enables  them  to  do  no  more  than  we  do  \  they  talk  of  hev^ati'i 
glory,  and  their  future  expejbnces;  but  it  iff  hut  talk,  for  it  ii^ 
apparent  enough  their  hopes  cannot  balance  a  (inaU  ^SBiBaoi^i  wftil 
all  the  happinefi  they  talk  of.  Oh,  how  do  you  diflieiiour  ChfUl 
before  his  enemies,  when  you  make  them  think  aU-your  rtlig^ 
lies  in  talking  of  it !  Confid^  who  looks  on* 

Fifthly^  Li>ok  hackwardy  and  fee  if  there  be  AOthiBg  beUnd  yotl 
that  may  huik  and  quiet  your  impatient  ipurits  :  coiifiilt  the  multi* 
tude  of  experiences  paft  and  gonej  both  your  own  and  others*  % 
this  the  firft  ftrait  that  ever  you  were  in  f  If  fo,  you  have  reafon 
to  be  quiet,  yet  to  blefs  God  that  hath  ipared  you  fo  long,  When 
others  have  had  their  days  filled  up  with  forrow*  Bm  if  yotl  \at9t 
been  in  troubles  formerly,  and  the  Lord  hath  helped  you  \  If  you 
have  paft  through  the  fire,  and  not  been  butnt  \  through  the  wa* 
ters,  and  not  dremned ;  if  God  hath  ftood  by  you,  and  hkherto 
hefped  you.  O  what  caufe  have  yott  t6  be  quiet  now,  and  pa* 
tiently  \ihdt  for  the  falvation  of  God !  Did  he  help  you  thetl)  and 
cannot  he  do  fo  now?  Did  he  give  waters,  and  c^nol  he  g^ 
bread  alfo  ?  Is  ht  the  God  of  the  hills  only,  •  and  not  the  God  .<ftf 
the  vallies  alfo  f  O  call  to  mind  the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  the 
right-hind  of  the  Moft  High.  «<  'Thefe  things  I  caU  to  mM» 
*  therefore  I  have  hope,"  Lam.  iS.  21.  Have  yon  kept  noi^ 
cords  of  paft  experiences  ?'  How  ungratefol  then  have  you  been  to 
your  God,  and  hoW  injurious  to  yourfelves,  if  you  have  toot  read 
them  over  in  fuch  a  diy  as  this  ?  for  to  that  end  were  they  given 
you. 

O  when  you  Ihall  confider  what  a  God  he  hath  been  to  yo«,  at 
^  pinch ;  how  faithfully  Jehwahjinh  hath  ftood  by  you  %  thft  tlui 
is  not  the  firft  time  your  hearts  and  hopes  have  been  low,  «  W^ 
as  youf  condition,  and  yet  God  hath  railed  you  again ;  for^ly  ytusL 
will  find  youl:  prdent  troubles  taadc  light,  by  a  glance  back  upon 
youf  paft  expenences. 

Sixthly^  Loohfinvardy  to  the  end  of  your  troubles;  yea,  look 
to  a  double  end  of  them,  the  end  of  tlieir  durathn,  and  the  end  of 
their  operation.  Look  ye  to  the  end  of  theii-  duration,  and  that  \s 
juft  by  you :  they  ihall  not  be  everlafting  troubles,  if  you  be  fuch 
as  fear  the  Lord.  -  «  The  God  of  all  grace,  who  hath  called  us 
*«  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Jefus  Chrift,  after  that  ye  have  [fuffer- 
«  ed  awhile]  make  you  perfcft,"  i  Pet.  v.  10.  «  Thefe  light  af- 
^«  fliftions  are  but  for  a  moment,"  a  Cor.  iv.  18.  They  are  no 
more  comparatively,  with  that  vaft  eternity  that  is  before  you. 
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Alas  F  wbat  are  a  few  days  and  nights  of  bnovn^  when  they  are 
paft  ?  Are  they  not  fwallowed  up  as  a  fpoonful  of  water  in  the 
vaft  ocean  ?  But  more  efpecially  look  to  the  end  of  their  operaikn. 
What  do  ^U  theie  afflidUons  tend  to  and  effect  ?  Do  they  not  work 
out  an  exceeding  weight  of  glory?  Are  you  not  by  them  made 
^  partakers  of  his  holinefs?"  Ueb.  xii.  Is  not  this  all  the  fruit  to 
take  away  your  fins?  What>  and  be  impatient  at  this;  fret  and 
repine^,  becaufe  God  is,  this  way,  perfeAing  your  happinefs?  0 
ungratefiil  foul!  Is  this  a  due  requital  of  that  love  that  difdains 
not  to  (loop  to  fo  low  an  employment,  as  to  fcour  and  cleanie  your 
(biils^  thatth^  might  be  £bining  veiTels  of  honour  to  all  eternity  ? 

O  look  forward  to  the  end  of  your  troubles  :  the  end  of  their 
dhu^Uion  and  operation. 

Seventhly^  Look  to  the  right  Jjand,  and  fee  .how  you  are  fhamed, 
convinced  and  filenced  by  other  Chriftians;  and  it  may  be  fudi 
toQ>  as  pevermade  that  profeilion you  have  done;  and  yet  cannot 
only  patiently  bear  the  afflicting  hand  of  God,  but  are  bkffi&gi 
praifing,  and  admiring  God  under  their  troubles}  whilftyouare 
finning  againft,  and  difhonouring  him  under  fmaller  <Hies«  It  noay 
be -you  will  find  ibme  poor  Chriflians  that  know  not  whereto  luve 
their  next  bread,  and  yet  are  fpeaking  of  the  bounty  of  their  God  \ 
while  you  are  repimng  in  the  ipidft  of  plenty.  Ah  I  if  there  be 
any  ingenuity  in  you,  let  this  fiiame  you.     If  this  will  not,  then} 

Eightlyj  Look  to  your  left^and^  and  there  you  will  fee  a  fad  fight, 
and  what  one  would  think  fhould  quiet  you.  /  There  you  may  fee 
a  company  of  wicked,  gracelefs  wretches,  carrying  themfelves  under 
tb^  troubles,  but  too  much  like  yourfelves.  What  do  they  more, 
than  fret  and  murmur,  defpond  and  fink;  mix  fin  with  their  af- 
fliAions,  when  the  rod  of  God  is  upon  them  ? 

It  is  time  for  thee  to  leave  off,  when  thou  feed  how  near  thou 
art  come  to  them,  whom  thou  hopeft  thou  fhalt  never  be  ranked 
and  pumbered  with.  Reader,  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe,  I  am 
perfiiaded,  would  be  of  fingular  ufe  to  thy  foul  at  fuch  a  time,  but 
above  all,  thine  eying  the  great  pattern  of  patience,  Jefus  Cbrifis 
whofe  Lamb-like  carriage,  under  a  trial,  with  which  thine  is  not 
to  be  named  the  fame  day,  is  here  recommended  to  thee.  0  ho« 
ihould  this  transform  thee  into  a  lamb,  for  meeknefi  alio ! 
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SERMON   XXX. 

Of  the  Inftruftivcnefs  of  the  Death  of  Christ,  in  his  fevcn  laft 
Words;  the  firft  of  which  is  here  illuftrated* 

Luke  xxili*  34. 
Then /aid  J^fuSy  Father ^  forgive  thentyfor  they  know  net  what  they  i<K 

THE  mannet-  in  which  Chrift:  died  hath  ah-cady  been  opened 
in  the  folitude  and  patience  in  which  he  died.  The  third, 
lo  wit,  the  inftruBtvenefs  of  his  d^ath,  now  follows,  in  thcfe  fevcn 
excellent  and  weighty  iayings,  which  dropped  from  his  blefled  lips 
upon  the  tree,  whilft  his  facred  blood  dropped  6n  tlie  earth  from 
his  Wounded  hands  and  feet  \  fo  that  on  the  crofs  he  exercifed  both 
his  prieftly  and  prophetical  office  together,  rodeeming  us  by  his 
blood,  and  inftruiSting  us  by  his  words. 

Thefc  (even  words  of  Chrift  upon  the  croft  are  his  loft  words» 
with  which  he  breathed  out  his  foul.  The  laft  words  of  a  dying 
man  are  remarkable )  the  fcripture  puts  a  remark  upoil  themi  2 
Sam«  xxiii.  I.  "  Now  thefe  be  the  laft  words  of  David/*  How  re- 
markable are  the  laft  words  of  Chrift! 

Thefe  words  ^e  feven  in  number }  thfeU  diirofbed  to  his  Father^ 
tmd  four  more  to  thofe  about  him»  Of  the  former  fort  this  is  one» 
Father^  forgive  them^  £5*r.  In  which  we  have,  Firft j  The  mercy  de-* 
fired  by  Ctriftf  and  that  is  forgivenefs^  Secondly f  The  peribns  for 
whom  it  b  ddired,  \Tbemy']  that  is,  thofe  cruel  and  wicked  peribnft 
that  were  now  imhoruing  their  hands  in  his  blood.  And,  Thirdly^ 
The  motive  or  argmnent  urged  to  procure  that  mercy  from  his  Fa^ 
ther^  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.    .. 

Firft y  The  mercy  prayed  for,  that  is,  forgivenefej  Father ^  for^ 
give.  Forgivenels  is  not  only  a  mercy,  a  fpiritual  mercy,  but  one 
of  the  greateft  mercies  a  foul  can  obtain  from  God,  without  which, 
.wh.itever  elfe  we  have  from  God,  is  no  mprcy  to  us*.  So  great 
a  mercy  is  forgivenefs,  that  David  calls  him  Blefed,  or  rather  ad- 
mires the  bleflednefs  of  him,  "  whofe  tranfgrcflion  b  forgiven, 
"  whofe  fin  b  covered.'*  This  mercy,  tlib  beft  of  mercies,  he  re- 
quefts  for  them.  Father,  forgive  them.  . 

Secondly f  The  perfons  for  whom  he  requcfts  forgivenefs,  are 
the  fame  that  with  wicked  hands  cfucified  him.  Their  fa£t  was 
the  moft  horrid  that  ever  was  committed  by  men:  they  not  only 

Vol.  L  3  a 
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ihed  innocent  blood,  but  the  blood  of  God;  the  beft  of  mercies  is 
by  him  defircd  for  the  vrorft  of  finners. 

Thirdlyy  The  motive  or  argument  urged  to  procure  this  mercy 
for  them)  is  this,  fir  they  know  not  what  they  do.  As  if  he  ihould 
fay,  Lord,  what  thefe  poor  cre^tuVes  do,  is  not  fo  much  out  of 
malice  to  me  as  the  Son  of  God;  but  it  is  from  their  ignorance. 
Did  they  know  who,  and  what  I  am,  they  would  rather  be  n^ed 
to  the  crofe  thcmfelves,  than  do  it.  To  the  fame  piirpofc  the  a- 
poftle  faith,  x  Cor.  ii.  8.  «*  Whom  none  of  the  princes  of  thL? 
f«  world  knew  ;  for  had  they  known  it,  they  would  not  have  cni- 
"  cified  the  Lord  of  glory.'*  Yet  this  is  not  to  be  extended  to  all 
khat  had  an  hand  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  but  to  the  ignorant  mul- 
titude, among  whom,  fome  of  God's  eleft  were,  who  afterwards 
believed  in  him,  whofe  blood  they  fpilt,  Afts  iii.  1 7.  "  And  now, 
«  brethren,  I  wot  that  through  ignorance  ye  did  it.'*  For  them 
this  prayer  of  Clirifi  was  heard.  Hence  the  notes  are, 

DoA.  I.  That  ignorafice  is  the  ufual  cauje  of  enmity  to  Cbrifin    . 

Dod.  2.  That  there  is  forglvenefs  with  God^  for  fucb  as  eppofe 
Chrift  through  ignorance. 

DoA.  3.  That  to  forgive  enemies ^  and  beg  forgtvetiefs  for  them^  ii 
the  true  chara^er  and  property  of  the  Chrtftian  fpirit* 

Thefe  obfcrvations  contain  fo  much  practical  truth,  that  it  would 
be  worth  our  time  to  open  and  apply  them  diftinftly  ; 

•     Doft.  I .  That  ignorance  is  the  ufual  caufe  of  enmity  to  Chrift^ 

«  Thefe  things  (faith  the  Lord)  will  they  do,  becaufc  they  have 
*«  not  known  the  Father,  nor  me,"  John  xvi.  3.  What  thing 
doth  he  mean  ?  Why,  kill  and  deftroy  the  people  of  God,  and 
therein  fuppofe  they  do  God  good  fervice,  (i.  e.)  think  to  oblige 
and  gratify  the  Father,  by  their  butchering  his  children.  So  Jcr. 
ix.  3.  ^*  They  proceed  from  evil  to  evil ;  and  have  not  known  fee, 
•*  laith  the  Lord,"  q.  d.  Had  they  the  knowledge  of  God,  thii 
would  check  and  ftop  them  in  their  ways  of  wickcdnefi  ?  and  lo 
Pfal.  Ixxiv.  20.  «  The  dark  places  of  the  earth  ^bre  full  of  theha- 
«  bitations  of  cruelty." 

Three  things  muft  be  inquired  into,  viz.  what  their  Ignorance 
of  Chrift  was.  Whence  it  was.  And  how  it  difpofed  them  to 
Inch  enmity  againft  him. 

Fujfi^  What  was  thgir  ignorance  who  crucified  Chrift  ?  Ignc- 
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ranee  is  two^ioXAy  JtrnpUy  or  refpeBive*.  Simple  ignorance  is  not 
fuppofable  in  thefe  periims,  for  in  many  things  they  were  a  know- 
ing people.  But  it  was  refpc^iiive,  particular  ignorance,  Rom.  ix. 
25.  **  Blindnefs  in  part  is  happened  to  Ifracl."  They  knew  many 
other  truths,  but  did  not  know  Jefus  Chriil;  in  tiiat  their  eyes 
were  held.  Natural  light  they  had )  yea,  and  fcripturc  light  they 
Ixad ;  but  in  this  particular,  that  this  ivas  the  Son  of  Gcdy  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world,  therein  they  were  blind  and  ignorant. 

But  how  could  that  be !  Had  they  not  heard  at  leaf):  of  his  mi- 
raculous works?  Did  they  not  fee  how  his  birth,  life  and  death, 
fquared  with  the  prophecies,  both  in  time,  place,  and  manner? 
Whence  fhould  this  their  ignorance  be  when  they  iaw,  or  at  lead 
might  have  faen,  the  fcriptures  fulfilled  in  him ;  and  that  he  came 
among  therii  in  a  time  wjien  they  were  big  with  expeftations  of  the 
Meffiah  ? 

Tis  true,  indeed,  they  knew  the  fcriptures  $  and  it  cannot  but 
be  fuppofed  the  £tme  of  his  mighty  works  had  reached  their  ears  ; 
Biit  yet, 

Firfti  Though  they  had  the  fcriptures  among  them,  they  mit 
underftood  them ;  and  did  not  rightly  meafure  Chrift  by  that  right 
rule.  Toufind,  John  vii.  52.  how  theyreafon  witli  Nicodemus 
^pinfl;  Chrift}  <<  Art  thou  alfo  of  Galilee  ?  Search,  and  iee;  for 
'<  out  of  Galilee  arifeth  no  prophet."  Here  Js  a  double  miftake; 
Firfly  They  fuppofed  Chrift  to  arife  out  of  Galilee,  whereas  he  >^as 
of  Bethlehem,  though  much  converfant  in  the  parts  of  Galilee  : 
And,  Secondly^  They  thought,  becanfe  they  coukl  find  no  prophet 
kad  arifen  out  of  Galilee,  therefore  none  ihould« 

Another  mift^ke  tliat  blinded  them  about  Chrift,  was  from  theii: 
conceit  that  Chrift  ihould  not  di(^,  but  live  for  ever,  John  xii,  34. 
<«  We  hasre  heard  out  of  the  law,  that  Chrift  abide):h  for  everr.  mA 
<^  how  fayeft  thou,  the  Sonof  man  muftbe  lifted  up?  who  is  th9 
**  Son  of  man  ?"  That  fcripture  which  probably,  they  lu-ge  t^wA 
the  mortality  of  Chrift,  is  Ifa.  ix-  7.  «  Of  th?  Increafe  cf  his  go- 
**  government  and  peace,  th©re  ihall  ne  no  cnd^  upon  the  throne  of 
^  David,"  &c.  In  like  manner,  John  vii,  27.  we.iind  them  in  ano- 
ther miftake } "  We  know  this  man  whence  he  is  j  but  when  Chrift 
•<  cometh,  no  man  knoweth  whence  he  is."  This,  likely>  pro- 
ceeded firom  their  mifunderftanding  of  Micah  v.  2.  <<  His. goings 
*^  forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from  eveHafting."  Thus  were 
they  blinded  about  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  by  miftqterpretations  of 
fcripture-*prophecies. 

•    Sicondlyj  Another  thing  occafioning  their  miftake  of  Chrift,  wai 
^  the  outward  meannefs  and  defpicablenefs  of  his  condition.     They 
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expe£ted  a  pompous  Meffiah^.  one  that  fhould  come  with  ftate  and 
glor^,  becoming  the  king  di  Ifrael.  But  when  they  faw  him  in 
the  form  of  a  fervant,  coming  in  poverty,  not  to  be  miniiieit^  ;xn- 
to,  but  to  minifter,  they  utterly  rejcfted  him  r  **  We  hid  as  it 
**  were  our  feces  from  him  \  he  was  dcfpifed^  and  we  cftccined 
«<  tiim  not,**  Ifa.  liii.  3.  Nor  is  it  any  great  wonder  thefe  (hould 
be  fcandalized  at  his  poverty,  when  the  diiciples  themfeivcs  had 
fuch  curnal  apprehenfionsrc^his  kingdom,  Markx.  379  38* 

Thtrdhy  Add  to  this,  their  implicit  faith  in  the  learned  rabWes 
and  dodlors,  who  utterly  mifled  them  in  this  matter,  and  greatly 
prejudiced  them  agabft  Chrift.  "  Lq,  (faid  they)  he  fpiaketh 
•*  boldly,  and  they  fay  nothing  to  him.  .  Do  the  rulers  know  in* 
«  deed  that  this  is  the  very  Chrift  ?**  They  pinned  their  feith  upon 
the  rulers  fleeves,  toid  fuffered  them  to  carry  it  Vphithcr  they 
would.    This  was  their  ignorance,  and  thefe  its  caufes* 

Thirdly^  Let  us  fee,  in  thd  nekt  place,  how  this  difpofed  them 
to  fuch  enmity  againft  Chrift.     An^  this  it  doth  three  ways. 

Firft^  Ignorance  difpofes  men  to  enmity  and  oppofition  to  ChriA, 
by  removing  thofc  hindcrances  that  would  othcrwife  keep  ^hcm 
from  it  i  as  checks  andrebulses  of  confci«nce,  by  which  they  are 
reftrained  from  evil ;  but  confcience  binding  and  repftjving  in  the 
authority  and  virtue  of  the  law  of*  God,  where  that  law  is  not 
known,  there  can  be  no  reproofe  s  and  therefore  W€>  truly  fajTi 
That  ignorance  is  virtually  eveiy  fin,    . 

SecondJyy  Ignorance  enflaves  and  fubje^  the  foul  to  the  hifts  of 
Satan ;  he  is  «  the  ruler  of  the  dai*kncfs  of  this  world,  Eph*  vi. 
1 2,  There  is  no  work  fo  bafc  and  vile,  but  an  ignorant  man  will 
undertsdce  it. 

Thirdly y  Nay,  which  is  more,  if  a  rem\  be  ignorant  of  Chrift,  hi« 
truths, .  or  people,  he  will  not  only  oppofe,  and  periecute,  but  he 
will  alfo  do  it  confcientioufly,  i.  e.  he  will  look  upon  it  as  his  duty 
fo  to  do,  John  xvi.  3.  Before  the  Lord  opened  Paul's  eyes,  «  he 
<^  verily  thought  that  he  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the 
•«  name  of  Chrift.**  Thus  you  have  a  brief  account  what,  and 
whence  their  ignorance  was,  and  how  it  difpofed  and  prepareo 
them  for  this  dreadful  work.     Hence  we»  learn. 

Inference  i.  Honvfalfeh  is  the  gofpel  charged  at  the  catife  tfdijc&ri 
mnd  trotskU  in  iht  world.  It  is  not  light,  but  darknefs,  that  tnake» 
mea  iierce  and  cruel :  as  light  increafes,  fo  doth  peace^  ifa.  xi.  6% 
9.  «  The  wolf  alfo  fliall  dwell  with  the  Is^mb^  and  the  kopard  lie 
<«  down  with  the  kid  5  and  the  calf  and  the  young  lion,  and  the 
*'  fetling  together;  and^  little  child  Ihali  lead  them;  they  &all 
y  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain ;  for  the  earth 
If  fhallbe  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord^  as  the  watery  cover 
H  rii^  fca."    What  a  fad  candition  irouW  the  world  be  in  vrithout 
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^iTpel-Ught!  all  places  would  be  dens  of  rapine,  and  mountains  of 
prey.  Certainly  we  owe  much  of  our  civil  liberty,  and  outward 
tranquillity  to  goipeMight.  If  a  fword,  or  variance,  at  any 
time^  follow  the  goTpel,  it  is  but  an  accidentalj  not  a  direA  and 
proper  efFeft  of  it. 

inf.  2.  Hofv  dreadful  if  it  to  oppofi  Ckri/land  his  truths  knowingly , 
and  with  open  eyes?  Cliriftpleads  their  ignorance  as  an  argument  to . 
procure  their  par4on.  Paul  himfelfw^s  once  filled  with  rage  and 
madnefs  againd  Chrifl;  and  liis  truths  :  it  was  well  for  him  that  he 
ciid  it  ignorantly :  had  he  gone  againft  his  light  and  knowledge^ 
there  had  been  little  Hope  of  him,  i  Tim.  i.  13.  "I  was  a  blafphe* 
<«  mer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious  ;  but  I  obtained  mercy,  becaufe 
<<  1  did  it  ignorantly,  and  in  unbelief.''  I  do  not  fay,  it  is  (imply 
impoffible  for\#>ne  that  knowingly  and  malicioufly  oppofes  and 
pcrfccutcs  Chrift  and  his  people,  to  be  forgiven,  but  it  is  not  ufual^ 
licb.  VI,  4,  5.     There  are  few  inftances  of  it. 

Inf  3,  IVhat  an  mtful  majejlyftts  upon  the  brow  of  holinefs^  that 
Jenv  dare  tp  oppofe  it  thai  fee  it!  There  arc  few  or  none  fo  dat^inffly 
wicked,  to  fight  againft  it  with  open  eyes  j  i  Pl**.  iii.  13.  "  Who 
*«  will  harm  you  whilft  yc  arc  followers  of  that  wliich  is  good  5" 
^.  d.  who  dare  be  fo  hardy  to  let  upon  known  godlinefs,  or  aflii^l 
and  wrong  the  known  friends  of  it  ?  The  true  reafbn  why  many 
Chriftians  fj-ed  fo  bad,  is  not  becaufe  they  arc  godly,  but  be- 
caufe they  do  not  manifeft  the  power  of  godlinefs  more  than  they 
<io :  their  Kves  are  fo  like  tlic  lives  of  others,  that  they  are  often . 
miftakcn  for  others.  Cyprian  brings  in  the  wicked  of  his  time,  thus 
icofibig  at  profefibrs,  <*  behold,  they  that  boaft  themfelves  to  be 
^  redeemed  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  and  to  be  dead  to. the 
**  world,  how  are  they  overcome  by  the  lufts  of  it,  as  well  as  other 
*«  men  *  :"  Look  as  the  poverty  and  meannefs  of  Chrift's  outward 
condition  was  a  ground  of  their  miftake  of  him  then,  fo  the  po- 
verty and  meannefs  of  our  love  to  God,  heavenly-mindedncfs, 
vand  mortification  to  this  world,  is  a  difguife  to  profefTors,  and  a 
xauie  why  they  are  not  more  owned  and  honoured  in  the  con- 
fcicnccs  of  men  at  this  day.  For  holinefs>  manifefted  in  its  power, 
is  fo  awfully  glorious,  that  the  confciences  of  the  vileft  cannot  but 
honour  it,  and  do  obcifance  to  it,  Mark  vi.  20.  "  Herod  feared 
#'  Jolin,  for  he  was  a  juft  man." 

Jnf  4.  The  enenues  of  Chrift  are  ohjeils  of  pity.  Alas^  'they  are 
blindy  and  know  mt  what  they  do.  It  is  pity  that  any  other  affcAion 
than  pity,  fhould  ftir  in  our -hearts  towards  them.  Were  their 
eyes  Imt  open,  they  would  never  do  as  they  do :  we  {houl4  look 

•  Ecct  qui  jaBant  ft  rtdemptos  a  tyrannide  Satofi^y  qmi  prxd/cjnt  Je  mortucs  mufidf  ; 
suliikannvs  cufitKtatibus  vineuntur,     C)'p. 
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upon  tkem  as  the  phylician  doth  upon  his  ilck  difletnpered  p»* 
tieiit*>  Did  they  but  fee  with  the  fame  light  you  do»  they  would 
be  as  far  from  hating  Clu-ifti  or  his  ways,  as  you  are»  Shnul  ac 
iejinunt  ignoran,  dejinurtt  odijfe;  as  (bon  as  they  ceafe  to  be  ignorant^ 
they  ceafe  to  hate^  faith  TertuUian. 

iij/I  5  •  How  medful  is  it  hefort  we  engage  our/elves  agaiti/l  any  per'- 
Jan  or  way^  to  be  weUfatisfied  and  rejilved  that  it  is  a  wicked petjon  er 
praBice  that  we  oppoje?  You  fee  the  world  generally  runs  upon  a 
miftake  in  this  matter.  O  beware  of  doing  you  know  not  what ! 
for  though  you  do  you  know  not  what,  Satan  knows  what  he  is 
doing  by  you :  he  bUnds  your  eyes,  and  then  fets  you  to  wqrk^ 
knowing  that  if  you  ihould  but  fee  what  you  are  doing,  you  would 
lather  die  than  do  it :  you  may  now  do  you  know  not  what  \  but 
jou  may  afterwards  have  time  enough  to  reflect  on,  and  !»• 
ment  what  you  have  done :  you  may  now  do  you  know  not  whsit» 
and  hereafter  you  may  not  know  wlut  to  do.  O  beware  what  you 
now  do  I 

Dod.  a.  That  there  is  forgivenefs  with  God,  for  Juch  at  oppo/i 
Chrijl  out  of  ignorance. 

If  all  maaner  of  fin  and  blafphemy  (hall  be  forgiven  to  meni 
then  this,  as  well  as  others.  Mat.  xii.  31*  We  are  not,  with 
TheophilaA,  to  underftand  that  place  of  the  certainty  of  pardon  ; 
much  lefs,  with  Oxigen,  of  the  defert  of  it  v  nor  yet,  with  Jaafe- 
Bius,  of  iht  facility  of  it,  but  rather  of  the  poffibilityoi  forgivenefs  : 
k  fhall  be  m  to  fome ;  it  may  be  fo  to  you ;  even  thofe  whoie 
wicked  hands  had  crucified  Chrifi:,  may  receive  remiflion  by  that 
blood  they  flied,  Afts  ii.  23,  38.  compared. 

I  have  two  things  here  to  do :  Firft^  To  open  the  nature  of  the 
forgivenefs,  and  (hew  you  what  it  is.  Seeondiy^  To  evince  the  pof^ 
fibility  of  it,  for  fuch  as,  miilakingly,  oppofe  Chrift. 

For  the  Fir/iy  Forgivenefs  is  God's  gracious  dif charge  of  a  heliro^ 
ing  penitent  ftnner^  from  the  guilt  of  (dl  hisftn^  for  ChnfFsfake. 

It  is  God*s  difcharge :  there  h  indeed  fraternal  forgivenefs,  by 
which  one  man  forgives  another ;  fo  f ar  as  he  is  intefefled  m  the 
wrong,  Luke  vi.  37.  There  is  aUb  a  tninifierial^  (orgwcuefs^ 
whereby  the  minifter  of  Chrift,  as  bis  mouth,  and  in  his  name, 
declares  the  pardon,  or  miiliflerially  applies  the  proroifcs  of  par- 
don to  penitent  offenders,  Johnxx.  23.  But  none  can  abfolutcly 
and  properly  forgive  fin,  but  God  only,  Mark  ii.  7.  The  primary, 
and  principal  wrong  is  done  to  him  $  Pfal.  li-  4.  "  Againlt  thee, 
»    I  t  .,  1.1     < 

♦  I  met  with  many  given  to  wine,  lull,  aod  ingratitude,  and  many  diftradcd 
with  furious  ambition;  on  all  thefe  the  wife  niao  will  look  with  as  much  coiP^« 
aoo  as  a  phylician  docs  on  his  patient.    Sauca  tn  Angar. 
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<«  and  thee  only^  (i.  c.) .  thee  mamlf  «r  efpecially> "  bate  I  finned.'' 
Hence  fins  are  metonymlcaUy  called  debts^  debts  to  God^  Mat*  vi, 
12.  Not  that  we  owe  them  to  God»  or  ought  to  fin  ag^iinft  hlm^ 
but  as  pecuniary  debts  obliges  hun  that  owes  it  to  the  penalty,  if 
be  fiitisfy  not  for  it  ^  fo  do  our  fins*  And  who  can  diKharge  the 
debtor,  but  the  creditor  ? 

It  is  a' gracious  aBt  to  dif charge.  <<  \  even  I^  am  he  that  t^otteth 
<«  out  thy  tranfgreffion  for  mine  own  name  fake,"  Ifa.  xliii.  25. 
And  yet  fin  is  not  fo  forgiven,  as  that  God  expe^  no  fatisfaftion 
at  all ;  but  as  expecting  none  jErom  us,  becaufe  God  hath  provided 
a  fiirety  for  us,  from  whom. he  is  fatisfied,  £ph.  L  7.  «  In  whom 
^  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgivcnefs  of  fins» 
^  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace." 

//  is  a  gracious  difcharge  from  the  guil:  (f  Jm.  Guilt  is  that 
which  pardon  properly  deaJs  with.  GiP^^^^  an  obligation  to  put 
niflunent.  Pardon  is  the  diflblving-*ffl3t  obligation.  Guik  is  a 
chain  with  which  finnef  s  are  bound  and  fettered  by  the  law.  Par* 
don  is  that  Aquafortis  that  eats  it  afunder,  and  makes  the  prifbner 
a  free  man.  The  t>ardoned  foul  is  a  difcharged  foul,  Rom.  viii. 
53*  «  Who  (hall  lay  any  thine  to  the  charge  of  God's  eledl  ?  It  is 
^  God  that  juftifieth,  who  &all  condemn?  It  is  Chrift  that 
«  died." 

h  is  God^s  difcharge  of  a  believing  penitent  finner.  Infidelity  and 
impenitency,  ix%  not  only  fins  in  themfelves,  but  fiich  fins  as  bind 
£ift  all  other  fins  upon  the  ibul.  «  By  him,  all  that  believe  are  ju& 
^«  tifiedfirom  aUtlungs,"  A£ls  x.  43.  So  AAs  iii.  19.  <^  Repent 
<f  therefore,  that  your  ^ns  may  be  blotted  out.**  This  is  the  me« 
thod  in  which  God  difpenfeth  pardon  to  finners. 

Laftly,  It  is  fir  Chnffsfake  we  are  difcharged  }  he  is  the  mcf  i- 
toiious  caufe  of  our  remifiion.  <<  As  God,  for  ChrifVs  fake,  hath 
'<  forgiven  you,'*  Eph.  iv.  32.     It  is  his  blood  alone  that  meritori«- 
oufiy  procures  our  difcharge. 
•    This  b  a  brief  and  true  account  of  the  nature  of  forgivenefir. 

Secondly^  Now  to  evince  the  pofiibility  of  forgivenefs,  for  fuch  as 
Ignorantly  oppofe  Chrift,  let  thefe  things  be  weighed  : 

Firjl^  Why  fhonld  any  poor  foul,  that  is  now  humbled  for  its 
enmity  to  Chrift  in  the  days  of  ignorance,  queftion  the  pofiibility  of 
forgivenefs,  when  this  eficft  dotli  not  exceed  the  power  of  the 
caufe  5  nay,  when  there  is  more  eificacy  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
meritorious  caufe,  than  is  in  this  efixift  of  it  ?  There  is  power 
enough  in  that  blood,  not  only  to  pardon  thy  fins,  but  the  fins  of 
the  whole  world,  were  it  aftually  applied,  i  John  li.  2*  There  is 
not  only  a  fuiBciency,  but  alfo  a  redundency  of  merit,  in  thai 
precioiis  blood.    Surely  then  thy  enmity  to  Chrift,  eipeciaUy,  be* 
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fore  thou  knoweft  hinij  may  not  look  like  an  unpardonable  Iniqui* 
ty  in  thine  eyes.' 

Secondly^  Aiid  as  this  fin  exceeds  not  the  power  of  the  merxto^ 
rious  cauie  of  forgivennels ;  fo  neither  is  it  any  where  extladed 
from  pardon,  by  any  word  of  God,  Nay,  iiich  is  the  extenfive^ 
nefs  of  the  promife  to  believing  penitents,  that  this  cafe  is  mani- 
ieftly  mchiaed,  and  forgiveue&  tendered  to  thee  in  the  promtfes, 
Ifa.  Iv.  7.  "  Let  the  wick;ed  forfake  his  way,  artd  the  unright<> 
«  ons  man  his  thoughts  \  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and 
<<  he  will  have  mercy  on  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abon* 
^  dantly  pardon.'*  Many  fuch  exteniive  promifes  there  are  in  the 
icriptures :  and  there  is  not  one  parentheiis  in  all  thefe  blefled 
pages,  in  which  this  cafe  is  excepted. 

Tkirdly^  And  Yts  yet^more  fatisfaftory  \  th»t  God  hath  already 
a£tnally  forgiven  fuchT.^  ji^  and  that  whkh  he  hath  done,  he 
may  again  do :  yea,  thereit<  :  ?^ath  done  it  to  fome,  and  thdfe 
eminent  for  their  enmity  to  Chnit,  that  others  may  be  encouraged 
to  hope  for  the  fame  mercy,  when  they  alfo  fhall  be,  in  the  fame 
manner,  luuaibled  for  it.  Take  one  famous  inftance  of  many ;  it 
is  that  of  Paul  in  Tim.  i.  13, 16.  «<  Who  was  before  ablafphemer, 
<<  a  periecutor,  and  injurious.  But  I  obtained  mercy,  becaufe  i 
*«  did  it  ignorantly  in  unbelief. — ^Howbeit  for  this  caufe  I  obtained 
<«  mercy,  that  in  me  firft  Jefus  Chrift  might  flicw  forth  all  long-fuf- 
**  fering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which  feould  hereafter  believe  on 
<<  him  to  everlafting  life."  It  is  no  fmall  encouragement  to  a  iick 
man,  to  hear  of  fome  that  have  been  recovered  out  of  the  fimc 
difeafe,  and  that  prevailing  in  an  higher  degree  than  in  hnnfd£ 

Fourthly^  Moreover,  it  is  encouraging  to  coniider,  That  when 
God  had  cut  off  others  in  the  way  of  their  fin,  he  hath  hitherto 
fpared  thee.  What  (peaks  this  but  a  purpofe  of  mercy  to  thy  foul? 
Thou  Ihouldft  account  the  long-fuffering  of  God  thy  falvadon, 
:i  Pet.  ill.  15.  Had  he  fmittcn  thee  in  the  way  of  thy  fin  and  cn- 
.  mity  to  Chriil,  what  hope  had  remained!  But  in  that  he  hath  not 
only  fpared  thee,  but  alfo  giveii  thee  a  heart  ingenuoufly  aihamed, 
and  humbled  for  thy  evils  :  doih  not  this  fpeak  mercy  fbf  thee  } 
furely  it  looks  like  a  gracious  deiign  of  loyoto  thy  foul* 

Inference  1.  And  is  thqre  forgiveneis  with  God  for  fuch  as 
have  been  enemies  to  Chrift,  his  truths,  and  go(pel  ?  Then  cettAw* 
ly  there  is  ^fardsn  and  tmrcy  for  the  friends  of  Gody  ivho  mvolwxtarilj 
fall  intofm^  by  the  furprifals  of  temptsticfif  and  are  hviin  for  it,  as 
ingenuous  children  far  (pending  a  good  Fath/r,  Can  any  doubt,  if 
God  have  pardon  for  luch^enemies,  he  hath  none  for  children  i 
If  he  have  forgivenefa  for  fuch  as  filed  the  blood  of  Chrift  with 
wicked  hands,  hath  he  not  much  more  mercy  and  forgiveneft  for 
fuch  as  love  Chrift^  a&d  are  more  affiled  for  their  fin  againft  hinii 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S£ftM.  XlXi  the  Fcuntmfi  of  Life.  211 

than  all  other  troubles  they  haye  in  the  world  ?  Doubt  It  not,  but 
he  who  receives  enemies  into  his  bofbmi  will  much  more  receive  and 
embrace  ^-i^/AZ/Y^^  though  offending  ones. 

How  penlive  do  this  dear  children  of  God  fomekimcs  fit>  afief 
their  lapie  into  fin  ?  Will  G<Kt  ever  pardon  this  ?  will  he  be  re- 
conciled again  ?  May  I  hope  his  face  fhaU  be  to  me,  as  in  f6r<4 
mer  times r  Peniive  (bull  i^thoudidft  but  know  the  largenefif 
tendemeis,.  freenefs  of  that  grace,  which  yeanis  over  enemies,  and 
hath  given  forth  thoufands,  and  ten  thoufands  of  pardodft  to  iht 
worA  of  finn^S}  thou  wouldft  hot  fink  at  that  rate. 

I/f,  2.  is  there  pardoii  with  God  for  enemies  ?  Hew  iHexcvfi-^ 
able  then  are  ^  they  that  per/tfl  andperijh  in  their  enmity  to  Chrtji  i 
Aire  their  defkuftioh  is  of  themfelves.  Mercy  is^offei'cd  to  them, 
if  they  wiU  receive  it,  If^.  Iv.  7.  Prockunatioh  is  made,  in  the  gof- 
pel>  diac  if  thef'e  be  any  among  the  enemies  of  Chriit,  who  irepent 
of  what  they  have  been,  and  done  againfl  him,  and  are  now  un- 
feignedly  willing  to  be  reconciled,  upon  the  word  of  a  Eling,  the/ 
fliall  find  mercy :  But  «  God  fliaU  wo.und  the  head  of  the  ene- 
^  mies,  and  tlie  hairy  fcalp  of  fuch  a  one  as  gbeth  oh  ftill  in  his 
<<  treipafles/'  Ffal.  Uviii.  21.  «  I^he  turn  not,  he  will  whet  his 
^^  fword  \  ne  hath  bent  his  bow,  and  made  it  ready  \  he  hath  alfo 
<<  prepared  for  him  the  inftruments  of  death :  He  brdaiheth  hit 
^<  arrows  againft  the  perfecutors,''  Pfal.  vii.  i  a* 

This  lays  the  blood  o^  every  nian  that  perifhes  in  his  enmity  td 
Chrift,  at  his  own  door ;  and  vindicates  me  rig)hiteouIhefs  of  God» 
in  the  fe^ereft  ftrokes  of  wrath, Upon  them:  This  alfo  will.be  & 
cuttfaig  thought  to  their  hearts  eternally  \  I  might  once  havb  had 
pardon,  and  1  refufed  it:  the  gofpel  tnimpet  founded  ^  parley :  faii^ 
and  gracious  tenhs  were  bffered,  but  I  rejected  them. 

Inf.,  J.  Is  there  mercy  with  God  and  forgivenefs,  even  for  his 
worft  enemies^  upon  their  fubmiffion  }  How  unlike  to  God  then  are 
tjl  implacable  fpirits  J  Some  there  ai'e  that  cannot  bring  their  hearts 
to  forgive  an  enemy ;  *«  to  whom  revenge  is  fweeter  thin  life*." 
I  Sam.  xxiv.  16.  *«  If  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let  hint  go  ?'• 
I'his  is  hell-fire,  a  fire  that  never  goeth  out.  How  little  do  fuch 
poor  creatures  confider,  if  God  fhould  deal  by  them,  as  they  do  bv 
others,  what  words  could  ezprefs  the  mifery  of  their  condition! 
'  It  is  a  fad  fin,ahd  a  fad  fign,  a  chara£ter  of' a  wretched  ftate^  w^ere- 
ever  it  appears.  Thbfe  that  haVe  found  ihercy,  fhould  be  ready  to 
£hew  mercy :  and  they  that  expeft  mercy  thetafelVes,  fhould  not  de- 
)ny  it  to  others.  This  brings  us  upon  the  third  and  laftobferviiition,  v/z. 

Vol.1.  3B 
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Doft.  3»  ?Afl/  to  forgive  enemies^  and  beg  Jhrgivenefs  for  ihem^ 
u  the  true  charaBer  and  property  of  the  Cbrtftian  fpirit» 

Thus  did  Chrift :  *«  Fsithcr  forgive  them.**  And  thus  did  Stc- 
ph^Dj,  in  imitation  of  Ctrfft,  Ails  vH.  Cp,  60.  «  And  they  ftoned 
«  Stqjhen,  calling  upon  God,  and  faying,  I-ord  Jcfiis  receive  my 
«*  feirk.  And  he  kneeled  down,  and  cried  with  >i  loud  voice, 
^  Lord,  lay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge/*  This  fuits  with  the  rule 
of  Chrift,  Mat.  v.  44,  45.  «  But  I  fay  unto  you,  loVe  your  enc- 
•f  mies  \  bids  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  ta  them  that  hate 
^^  yaUf  and  pray  for  them  which  defpitefully  ufc  you  and  pcifc- 
•<  cute  you;  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  God  your  Father 
•*  which  is  in  heaven/* 

Here  I  fhall  JSrft  open  the  nature  of  this  duty,  and  fliew  you 
what  a  forgiving  fpirit  is ;  and  then  the  excellency  of  it,  hpw  well 
It  becomes  all  tiUt  call  themielves  Chriftians. 
*  /Vnfj  Let  us  enquire  what  tlys  Chriftian  forgivenels  is.  And 
that  u^e  nature  of  it  may  the  better  appear,  *!  (hall  fhew  yoa 
both  what  it  is  not,  and  what  it  is. 

Firfly  It  coniifts  not  in  a  Stoical  wfenftbiRty  of  turongs  andwjth 
rles*  God  hath  not  made  men  as  inrenfible,{hipid  blocks,  th;tt 
tave  no  fenfe  or  feeling  of  what  is  done  to  them.  Nor  hath  he 
pade  a  law  inconfiftent  with  their  very  natures  that  arc  to  be  go- 
verned by  it :  bujt  allows  us  a  tender  fenfe  of  natural  cvik,  though 
Tie  will  not  allow  us  to  revenge  them  by  moral  evils :  nay,  th^  more 
(deep  and  tender  our  refentments  of  wrongs  and  usuries  are,  the 
more  excellent  is  our  forgivenefe  of  themu:  fo  thgt  a  ferg^viug 
fpirit  doth  not  exclude  feme  of  injuries,  but  the  fenfe  of  injuries 
graces  the  forgivenefs  of  them 

Secondly^  Chriftian  forgivenels  is  not  a  politic  concealment  of  our 
ivrath  and  revenge^  hecauje  it  wll  he  a  reproach  to  difcover  it  ,•  $r^ 
liiToi^fe  ive  want  opportunity  to  vent  it.  This  is  carnal  policy,  not 
Ciiriftian  meekn^is.  So  hv  from  being  the  piark  of  a  gradous 
ipirit,  tlMit  it  is  apparently  the  fign  of  a  vile  nature.  It  is  not 
Chriftianity  to  repoie*,but  dcpofe  injuries. 

•  TLnrdly^  Nor  is  it  that  moral  virtue^  fir  nvhich  nve  are  beholden  to 
an  eafier  and  better  nature^  and  the  help  of  moral  ndes  and  documents. 
There.are  certain  virtues  attainable  without  the  change  of  nature, 
which  they  call  homilitical  virtues^  becaufe  they  greatnr  adorn  and 
beautify  nature  ^  fuch  as  temperance,  patience,  juftice,  &c-  Thefe 
are  of  Angular  ufe  to  conferve  peace  and  order  in  the  world  :  and 
without  them,  (as  one  aptly  {peaks)  the  world  would  Toon  break 


*  Manet  alia  wunte  ntfi^tam.     Virg.  EiMid.  KK  Z. 
Deep  gnTCB  in  her  him  the  doom  remainU    Drydm, 
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lip,  and  its  civil  (bdeties  diiband.  But  yet,  though  tbeife  ait  the 
ornaments  of  nature,  they  do  n<M:  argue  the  chaifge  of  nature. 
All  graces,  in  the  exercifes  of  th^m,  iirv^lve  a  relpcA  to  God  : 
And  for  the  being  of  them,  th^y  are  ndt  by  natursri  aequifitioD, 
but  fnpematural  infufion, 

.  Fourthly^  and  laftly,  Chriftian  fofghrencfe  v$  nUan  injurious  giv^ 
ing  up  ofwr  rights  and  properties  to  the  ttift  of  every  we  that  hath  a  mind 
t9  invade  them.  No;  tiiefe  wc  may  lawniQy  defend  and  prefer ve, 
and  are  bound  fo  to  do ;  though,  if  we  cannot  defend  them  legal- 
ly, we  muft  not  avenge  our  wrongs  unchriftianly :  TUs  is  not 
Chriftian  forgivenefs.     But,  then  pofitiveiy,     . 

It  is  a  Chrifiian  lenity^  or  gent/ene/s  of  mind,  not  retaimng,  bnt 

reefy  pajfing  by  the  injuries  done  to  ess,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of 


It  is  a  lenity,  or  gentkneis  of  mind.  The  grace  of  God  demulces 
tlie  angry  ftomach  \  calms  the  tnmukuous  paiHons  (  new-moulds 
our  ibtor  spirits,  md  makes  them  benign,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be 
entreated  j  Gad-  v.  a2.  *•  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace, 
long-^uSertpg,  gentlenefi,''  &c. 

This  gracious  lenity  inclines  the  Chrijlian  to  pafs  by  injuries  ;  Jo  fo 
pafs  them  by,  as  neither  to  retain  them  revengifuUy  in  the  mind,  or  re* 
qt^e  thetn  Hvhen  we  have  opportunity  wth  the  hand :  Yf  a,  and  thit 
freely,  not  by  conftraint,  becaufe  we  cannot  avenge  ouHelves,  but 
willingly.  We  abhor  to  do  it  when  we  can.  So  that  as  a  carnal 
heart  thinks  revenge  its  glory,  the  gracious  heart  is  content  that 
forgivenefs  fhould  be  his  glory.  I  will  be  even  with  him,  faith  na- 
ture :  I  will  be  above  him,  faith  grace;  it  is  his  glory  to  pafs  over 
cranfgreilion,  Prov.  xix«  ii. 

And  this  it  doth  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  God :  Their  Own 
nature  inclines  them  another  way.  <<  The  fpirit  that  is  in  us  luff- 
•«  eth  to  envy ;  but  hegiveth  more  grace,"  James  iv.  5,  It  luft- 
•eth  to  revenge,  but  the  fear  of  God  reprefleth  thofe  motions. 
Such  considerations  as  thefe  God  hath  forbidden  me ;  ytz,  and 
God  hath  forgiven  me,  as  well  as  forbidden  me  :  they  prevail  up- 
4>n  him,  when  nature  urges  to  revenge  the  wrong.  «  Be  kind  one 
«<  to  another,  tehder*hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God 
9f  forClirift's  fake  hath  forgiven  you,"  Eph.  iv.  32.  This  is  fbr- 
givenels  in  a  Chriftian  fenfe. 

Secondly,  And  that  this  is  excellent,  and  fingukrly  becoming  the 
profeffion  of  Chrift,  is  evident ;  inafmuch  as, 

This  fpeats  your  religion  excellent,  that  can  mould  your  hearts 
into  that  heavenly  frame,  to  which  they  are  fo  arverfe,  yea,  ctm- 
trarily  difpofed  by  nature.  It  is  the  glory  of  Pagan  morality,  that 
it  can  abftoniere  vitia,  hide  and  cover  men's  lufts  and  pai&ons.  But 
the  glory  of  Chriftianity  lies  in  this,  that  it  can  abfcinaere  vitia,  not 
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faide^  but  deftroyy  and  reallf  mortify  the  lufts  of  nature^  Would 
Chriftians  but  live  up  to  the  excellent  principles  of  tlieir  reIigioD| 
CbriAianjty  (hall  be  no  more  out-vied  by  heathenifh  moralit;. 
T^c  greateft  Cluiftian  ihall  be  no  ipore  challenged  to  imitate  So- 
cxates,  if  he  can.  We  fhall  utterly  fjpoil  that  proud  boafty  <*  that 
<<  the  faith  of  Chriftians  is  out-done  by  the  .infidelity  of  Hea- 
M  thens*/'  O  Chriftians,  yield  not  to-day  to  Heathens  !  Let  aU 
the  world  fee  the  true  greatnefs^  heavenlineisi  and  excellency  of 
our  reprefented  pattern ;  and  by  true  mortification  of  your  corrupt 
natures,  enforce  an  acknowledgment  from. the  world)  that  ^ 
ygreater  than  Socrates  is  heref.  He  that  is  really  a  meek,  hum- 
Me,  patient,  heavenly  Chriftian,  wins  this  glory  to  his  religion^ 
^t  it  cao  do  morp  than  all  other  principles  and  rules  in  the  worid* 
In  nothing  were  the  moft  accompliflied  Heathens  more  defedhe 
than  this  forgiving  of  injuries :  It  was  a  thing  they  could  not  un« 
derftand,  or,  if  they  did,  could  never  bring  their  hearts  to  it-, 
witnefs  that  rule  of  their  great  Tully :  «  It  is  the  firft  office  of 
f^  juftice,  (f^ith  he),  to  hurt  no  man,  except  firft  provoked  by 
*<  an  injury*"  The  addition  of  that  exception  fppiled  his  excel- 
Jentnilet. 

Qut  Qpw  Chriftianity  teaches,  and  fome  Chriftians  have  attain- 
pi  it,  tp  receive  evil,  and  return  good,  t  Cor.  iv.  la,  13,  <*  Being 
<<  reviled,  we  blei^ ;  beii^  perlecuted,  we  fuffer  it  \  being  defamed, 
<«  we  intreat."  ^hls  certainly  is  that  mecknefe  wrought  in  us  bf 
^  wifdom  thfit  is  from  above,  Jame#  iii.*  ^7. 

This  makes  a  man  fit  fure  in  the  confciences  of  others  vhoy 
with  Satil|  muft  acknpw)edgCt  when  they  fee  themfelves  fa  out- 
done, "Thoii  art  more  righteous  than  I,"  i  Sam.  xxiv.  16,  i> 
}Iad  ^e  been  ib  much  injured,  and  had  fuch  opportunities  to  it- 
venge  them,  we  ihould  never  have  paile4  them  byi  as  ^heic  n^a 
did. 

This  imprefles  and  ftamps  the  very  image  of  Qod  upon  the  crea- 
f  ure,  and  makes  us  lil^e  our  heavenly  Father,  whp  doth  good  to 
his  e^iemies,  and  fepds  down  fhowfers  of  outivard  bleffings  upo« 
them,  that  pour  out  floods  of  wickednefi^  daily  to  provoke  hiav 
Mat.  y.  44,  45.  In  a  word,  this  Chrii^an  temper  of  fpirit  gives  a 
man  the  true  pofleifion  aiid  ^njoypent  of  l^lmfelf.  So  th^  our 
hreafts  (hall  ht  as  tlie  Paciiic  fea,  fiiiooth  and  pleafant,  whef 
pthers  are  as  the  raging  fea|  foaming  ^d  cafting  up.  mire  and 
4irt. 


'^  Ntrnpra/atjiiu^  ^aodprmfitithtfifdhau     GecUius  ad  Miopciom. 
f  FeritM  CbrifioMrtm  fulUrhr  efi  Helena  Oraeonm. 

i  6n  which  rule  Ladtantiut  thus  fpeaks,  **  O  what  a  fimple  and  hcastifid  f^ 
N  Icscp  did  he  fpoil  by  the  addition  of  two  words  !'* 
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•  htfertnce  I.  Hence  we  cleariyinfer^  Thai  i%i  Ckri/lum  nSgim^ 
exaked  in  its  power,  is  the  greaUjt  friend'  t$  the  peace  amd  trahqaiU 
Hiy  ofjiates  and  Kngdoms.  Nothing  is  more  oppofite  to  liie  true 
Chriftian  fpirit,  than  implacable  fiercenefi,  ftrife,  revenge,  tu« 
mults  and  uproars.  It  teaches  men  to  do  good  and  recetve  etfX : 
to  receive  evil,  and  return  good.  *<  The  wifdom  that  is  from 
«  above,  b  firft  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafjr  to  be  in- 
<^  treated  \  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits ;  without  partiafitj,  and 
,  <(  without hTpocriiy;  and  thefniit  of  righteonlnefs is  fown in  pdite 
'^  of  them  that  make  peace,''  James  iii.  17,  i8. 

The  church  is  a  dove  for  meeknefs.  Cant.  vi.  9*  When  the 
world  grows  fiill  of  ftrife,  Chriftians  then  grow  weary  of  the  world  e 
and  figh  out  the  Pfalmift's  requeft,  <«  O  that  I  had  the  brings  of 
«  a  dove !  that  I  might  fly  away  and  be  at  reft."  StrigeHus  deiked 
to  die,  that  he  might  be  freed  ok  implacahilibus  odOs  theobgoruntf 
f^  from  the  implacable  ftrife  of  contending  divines." 

The  rule  by  which  they  are  to  walk,  is,  <<  If  it  be  poffible,  as 
<<  much  as  Ueth  in  you,  live  peaceably  with  all  men.  .  Dearly  be- 
<f  loved,  avenge  not  yourfelves,  but  rather  give  place  unto  wrath; 
'*  for  it  is  written,  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will  repay  it»  faith  the 
."  Lord,"  Rom.  xii.  18,  19.  It  is  not  religion,  but  lufts  that  make 
the  world  fo  un^iet,  James  iv.  i,  a.  Not  godlinefi,  but  wickei- 
neis,  that  makes  men  bite  and  devour  one  another.  One  of  the 
firft  effefts  of  the  golpel,  is  to  civilize  thofe*  places  where  it  comes, 
and  fettle  order  and  peace  among  men.  How  great  a  miftake  and 
fvil  then  is  it  to  cry  out,  when  atheifm  and  irrdigion  have  broken 
the  civil  peace  5  this  is  the  fruit  of  religion !  this  is  the  effeft  of 
the  gofpel !  Happy  would  it  be  if  religion  did  more  obtain  in  all 
nations.  It  is  the  greatcft  friend  in'  the  world  to  their  tranquillity 
6nd  proiperlty. 

Inf.  2.  Hcno  dangerous  a  thing  is  it  to  abufe  and  wrong  nuek  and 
firpving  Chri/KansP  'ITieir  patience  and  eafinefs  to  forgive  often 
invites  injury,  and  encourages  vile  fpnrits  to  infuk  and  trample  upon 
them :  but  if  men  would  lerioufly  confider  it,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  world  fhould  more  fcare  and  afiright  them  from  fuch  practices 
than  this.  You  may  abufe  and  wrong  them,  they  muft  not  avenge 
themfehres,  nor  repay  evil  for  evil :  true,  but  becaufc  they  do  not, 
die  Lord  will ;  even  the  Lord  to  whom  they  commit  the  matter ; 
and  he  will  do  it  to  purpofe,  except  ye  repent. 

«*  Be  patient  therefore,  brethren,  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord,** 
James  y.  7.  Will  ye  ftand  to  that  iffue  ?  had  you  rather  mderf 
hav^  to  do  with  God  than  with  men?  When  the  Jews  put  Chrift 
to  deadi,  <«  he  coitimitted  himfelf  to  hun  that  judgeth  righteoufly," 
1  Pet.  ii.  ai,  23.  And  did  that  people  get  any  thing  by  that  ?  dkl 
not  the  Lord  feverely  avenge  the  blood  of  Chrift  on  them  and 
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lUir  duidrta  ?  ydi^  dd  tfot  they  aatf  tkrir  ddBrea  groan  under 
AKdokibl«fii9&  of  it  to  thb  day?  If  God  andettakes,  (as  he 
ilivraTi  doth),  the  caufe  of  his  abftfed,  meek  and  peaceable  peopie, 
liCv^ida  be-fitre  to  arenge  it  feven4bld  more  thaai  they  €oold/  His 
little  finger  «dll  b^  heavier  thaadieir  kxas.  Yoo  wiU  get  notlttig 
kjrthat. 

/fl/:3.  liAMfi  LHusMMiMtewrpeaiemGhriJl^  andhi^grfir 
miiAJiirgmngkiriis*  I  ihatt  onljr  propofe  two  mducements  m  it : 
^kebonnrofuhr^f  wAyomrpwnpeact:  two  dear  things  indeed  to 
a  Chiiftian.  His  ^017  is  more  than  joar  Ufe,  afld  all  t&it  yoa 
tiffin  tlus  worid.  O  do  not  expofe  it  to  the  fcom  and  derifion 
tS  Ids  enemies.  Let  them  not  fay,  How  b  Chrift  a  lamb,  wben 
las  foMotwtM  are  Ibns?  how  is  dxe church  a  dove,  that  fmites  and 
ftratchcs  fikr  a  bird  of  prey  ?  Confuh  aUb  liie  quiet  of  yoor  owt 
Ipirits.  What  is  Efe  worth,  without  the  eomfert  of  ^  ?  whalt 
comfort  can  you  have  in  all  thatt  you  do  pofids  in  the  worid, »  kng 
as  70U  have  not  the  pofleffion  of  yovr  oWa  filuk  ?  If  your  fpiriu 
be  full  of  tmnuk  and  revenge,  the  ijririt '  of  Chrift  v^l  grow  a 
ftr»^|ertoyou:  fiat  do^e  delights  in  ctean  and  quiet  hresib.  0 
then  imitate  Cbrift  in  this  excellency  sdib ! 


SERMON    XXXI. 

The  fecond  excellent  Word  of  Christ  upon  the  Crofs,  illiiftrated. 

John  xix.  27. 
Then  faith  be  to  his  difcipley  Beheld  thy  m(itbir. 

WE  now  pais  to  the  coniideratioB  of  the  iecoad  memerabk 
and  inftro^ve  word  of  our  I<n*d  Jcfiss  Chrift  upon  tlie 
crois,  contained  in  this  Scripture.  Wherein  he  hath  left  us  sn  ea^ 
cellent  pattern  for  the  difcharge  of  our  relative  duties*  It  maj  ^ 
well^iaid^  the  gofpel  makes  ih^  beft  huibands  and  wives^  thebcft 
parents  aini  children^  the  beft  maftefs  and  fervants  m  the  worid; 
feeing  it  furniihes  them  with  themoA  excellent /raci^,  and  pro- 
Ik)fes  the  beik  patterns.  Here  we  have  the  pattern  of  Jefiis  Chrift 
•prdented  to  all  g^^ious  children  for  their  ioEutation,  teachxQg  them 
bow  to  acquit  themielves  towards  their  parents,  according  to  tbe 
kws  of  nature  and  grace.  Chrift  was  -not  only  fubjeft  and  obedient 
to  his  parents  whilft  be  hved,  but  manifefted  his  tender  care  even 
whilft  he  hanged  in  the  tonnents  of  death  upon  the  crois.  <<  Then 
<<  faith  he  to  the  difciplej  Behold  thy  mother.'' 
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The  ygmSlB  coatahi  ^  affefUoMke  reeommendtdm  of  his 
dtftvcficd  mother  to  the  cxtt  of  a  dcar.difeiple,  a  boftm  fiiend; 
wherein  kt  us  coafiio*  thedefigo^  masmer^  and  leaiba  of  tfab  «» 
coBuneodatioo. 

Firfti  The  de%i  and  end  of  it^  which,  sdoiibtk6|  was  to  ma* 
nifeft  his  tender  jpdfpefk  and  castt  £or  his  motfaeri  who  wasnovr  it 
a  moft  diftrefledcomfortldsftate.  For  now  was  Simcoa^  propho- 
qr,  Luke  iu  35.  iiil&Ued,  inthe  trouble  and  anguiih  that  fitted  hiT 
ioni,  yea,  a  fword  alio  ftali  pieroe  throBgh  thine  own  fHily  that 
.  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  may  be  rerealod.  Her  loul  waa 
pierced  fer  him,  both  as  ihe  was  hiB  mother^  and  as  ihe  was  a 
myfiical  member  of  him^  her  head,  her  Lord :  and  theiefore  he 
commends  her  to  the  belosed  diiciple  that  lay  in  his  fabAm,  lay- 
ing, <«  Behold  thy  mother,"  i.  e.  let  her  be  to.  thee  aa  thine  owm 
mother.  Let  thy  love-tp  me  be  now  manifefted  in^y  tondor cam 
for  her. 

Secondly f  The  manner  of  his  recommending  her,  is  both  affbc- 
tionate  and  mutual.  It  was  vtarj  adMtianate  and  motb%,  BAM 
tbytmotbery  q.  d*  John,  I  am  now  dying,  leaving  all  hnnanlbdrty 
;md  relatioas,  and  entering  into  a  new  ftaie,  wfaeite  wither  the 
Aities  of  natural  relations  are  exereifed,  nor  the  pjeaitires  smd  com- 
fints  of  them  enjoyed.  It  is  a^ftate  of  dominion  over  angeb  and 
men,  not  of  fubyelEkion  and  obedience ;  this  I  now  leave  to  thee. 
Upon  thee  do  I  devolve  both  the  hononr  and  duty  of  being  in 
4ny  ftead  and  room  to  her,  as  to  all  dear  and  tender  care  over 
her. 

John,  'f  Behold  thy  motiber }"  and  as  it  is  affefHoQate,  fo  it  la 
mutual,  ver.  %6.  And  tp  his  mother  he  faid,  «  Woman,  behcM 
•^  thy  ion ;"  not  mother,  but  woman,  intimating  not  only  the 
•change  of  ftate  and  conditions  with  him,  but  aUb  the  requeft  he 
wasmaknng  fi^r  her  to  th^diiciple  with  whom  4he  was  to  hve,  as  a 
modicr  with  a  ion. 

And  atlihb  he  deil^  $5  a  pattern  to  others. 

Thirdly  J  The  feafon  or  time  when  his  cafe  fer  his  mother  fo 
eminently  manlfeiled  itfelf,  was-wheh  his  departure  was  at  hand^ 
and  he  could  no  longer  be  a  comfort  to  her,  by  his  hodSkf  pr&- 
fenco ;  yea,  Us  love  and  care  then  manifei^ed  themfelves,  when 
he  vras  foil  of  anguifli,  to  the  very  brim,  both  in  his  ibul  and  body; 
yet  afi  tki^  makes  him  not  in  the  leail  unmindful  of  ib  dear  a  rela- 
tion.   UetAce  the  do4brinal  «note  is, 

SoA.  That  Chri/Fs  tender  care  (fhir  ntQther^  even  in  the  time  of  his 
ffvstefi  difiprfs ;  is  em  emelknt  pattern  jir  aUgfmiom  Jjiidft9$  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 
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<•'  Tbere  are  thrM  great  foundations*^  or  bonds  of  rdations,  on 
<<  whkh  all  familf  gbvemment  depends."  Huflnttds  and  wivdi 
{Monents  and  duldren^  mafters  and  fervants.  Hie  Lord  hath  plant' 
ed  in  the  ibuls  of  meni  affeAions  fuitable  to  thefe  relatbns,  and 
to  hb  people  he  hath  gl^eh  grace  to  reguhte  thofe  afieffiom,  ap- 
pointed duties  'to  exercife  thofe  graces,  and  fealbns  to  diicharge 
thoie  duties.  So  that,  as  in  the  motion  of  a  vfaeel  erery  fpoke 
takes  its  turn,  and  bears  a  Arefi  i  in  like  inanner^  in  the  whole 
found  at  a  ChriftianC^s  converiation,  everjr  aflcdion,  grace,  and 
duty;  at  on^  feafon  or  other,  comes. to  be  exercifed. 

.  But  yet  grace  hatb  not  fo  £ir  prevailed  in  the  fan£tification  of 
any  man's  aflbfkions,  but  that  there  will  be  exce£es  or  de£e£b  in 
the  exfBcife  of  them  towards  oui^  relations ;  yea,  and  in  this  the 
moft  etyncBt  faints  have  been  eminehtly  defe£liTe.  But  the  pat- 
tern I  fet  before  you  this  day,  is  a  perfiedk  pattern^  Asthechurdi 
finds  him  the  beft  of  hulbands,  fo  to  his  |>arents  he  was  the  beft 
4)f  ibm(  *^  and  being  the  beft,  and  ihoft  perfeA,  is  therefore  the 
•<<  rule  .and  meafure  of  all  othersf."  Chr^  knew  how  thofe  cof» 
mplioni  we  draw  from  our  parents  are  returned  in  their  bitter 
fruit*  upon  them  ag^  to  the  wounding  of  their  verj  heartsi 
smd  therefore  it  pleafed  him  to  commend  obedience  and  love  t9 
parents,  in  his  own  example  to  us. 

It  was  anciently  a  proverb  among  the  heathen,  in  /oh  SparUi 
expedis  fenefcen.  It  is  good  to  be  an  did  man,  or  w<xnan,  only  in 
Sparta.  The  ground  of  it  was  the  ftrift  laws  that  were  amosgthe 
Spartans,  to  punifh  the  rebellions  and  difobedience  of  children  to 
their  aged  parents.  And  (hall  it  not  be  good  to  be  an  old  frthcr 
and  mother  in  England,  where  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is  preached, 
and  fuch  an  argument  as  this  now  fet  before  you  urged  $  an  ai^" 
ment  which  the  Heathen  world  was  never  acquainted  with?  ShsS 
parents. here  be  forced  to  complain  with  the  eagle  in  the  fid^,  that 
they  are  fmitten  to  the  heart,  by  an  arrow  winged  with  thdr 
own  feathers  i  Or,  as  m  tree  cleft  in  peces  by  the  wedges  that 
were  made  of  its  own  body  ?  God  forbid. 

To  prevent  fuch  fad  occasions  of  comfd^ts  as  thefe,  I  defirt 
all  that  fuftain  the  relation  of  children,  into  whofe  hancto  provi- 
dence flxall  caft  this  difeourfe,  ferionfly  to  ponder  this  euimple  of 
Chrift,  propofed  for  their  imitation  in  this  point.  Wherein  we 
ihaU  firft  confider  what  duties  bebng  to  the  relation  of  chUdren: 
fecondly,  how  Chrift's  example  enforces  thofe  duties^  and  then 
fuitably  apply  it. 

Firfii  let  tts  examine  what  duties  pertain  to  the  relation  of 
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children :  and  they  are  as  truiy,  as  commonlfy  tyranched  out  into 
the  following  particulars. 

Ftrfiy  Fear  and  reverence  are  dtie  from  children  to  their  parentis 
by  the  expreis  command  of  God,  Lct,  xix.  3.  Ye  fhall  fear  every 
man  his  motlier  and  his  father.  The  Holy  Ghoft  purpofely  in** 
verts  the  order,  and  puts  the  mother  firft,  becaufe  ihe,  by  reafon 
of  her  blandifhmenls,  and  fond  indulgence,  is  moft  fubjedt  to  the 
irreverence  and  contempt  of  children.  God  hath  clothed  parents 
with  his  authority.  They  are  intrufted  by  God  with  them,  and 
are  accountable  to  him  for  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  their  children : 
and  he  expefh  that  you  reverence  them,  although,  in  refpeA  of 
outward  eftate,  or  honour,  you  be  never  fo  much  above  tliem. 
Jofeph,  though  lord  of  Egypt,  bowed  down  before  his  aged  father, 
with  his  face  to  the  earth.  Gen.  xlviii.  ia«  Solomon,  the  moft 
magnificent  and  glorious  king  that  ever  fwayed  a  feptre,  when  his 
mother  came  to  (peak  with  him  for  Adonijah,  he  rofe  up  to  meet 
her,  ancl  bowed  himfelf  to  her,  and  caufed  a  feat  to  be  fet  up 
for  the  king's  mother,  and  fet  her  upoli  his  right  hand,  2  Kings 
ii.   19. 

Seamdlyj  Dear  and  tender  hve  u  due  from  children  to  their  parentr: 
and  to  ihew  how  (farong  and  dear  that  love  ought  to  be,  it  is  joined 
with  the  love  you  have  for  your^wn  lives;  as  it  appears  in  that 
injunction,  to  deny  both  for  ChrifFs  fake.  Mat.  x.  37.  The  bonds 
of  nature  are  ifarohg  and  dircu  betwixt  parents  and  Children.  What 
is  the  child,  but  a  piece  of  the  parent  wrapped  up  in  another  fkin  I 
O  the  care,  the  coft,  the  pity,  the  tendemefs,  the  paini,  the  fears 
they  have  e^prefled  for  you.  It  is  worfe  than  Heathenifh  ingfa* 
titode,  not  to  return  love  for  love.  This  filial  love  is  not  only  in 
klelf  a  duty,  but  fhould  be  the  root  or  fpring  of  all  your  duties  to 
thetn. 

Thirdlyy  Obedience  to  their  commands  is  due  to  them,  by  the 
Lord's  ftrift  and  fpeciid  command,  Eph.  yi.  i.  "  Children  obey 
««  your  parents  in  the  Lord,  for  this  is  right;  thonour  thy  father 
*«  and  thy  mother,  which  is  the  firft  commandment  with  promife." 
Filial  obedience  is  not  only  founded  upon  the  pofitive  law  of  God, 
but  aifb  upon  the  law  of  nature:  for,  though  the  fubje^on  of  cbil- 
droQ  to  parents  is  due  to  them  by  natural  right ;  therefore,  faith 
the  apof^le,  this  is  rights  (i.  e.)  right  both  according  to  natural  and 
pofitive  law.  However,  this  fubjjftion  and  obedience  is  net  abfo- 
lute  and  univerfal.  God  has  not  divefled  himfelf  of  his  own  au- 
thority, to  clothe  a  parent  with  it.  Your  obedience  to  them  muft 
be  «  in  thp  Lord,"  i.  e.  in  fuch  things  as  they  require  you  to  do  in 
the  Lord's  authority.  In  things  conibnant  to  that  divine  and  holy 
will,  to  whkh  they,  as  well  as  you,  mufl  be  fubjeft;  and  therein 
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you  muft  obey  them.  Yea>  even  the  wickednefs  of  a  parent  ex* 
empts  not  from  obedience)  where  his  command  is  not  fo.  Nor, 
oa  the  other  fide,  muft  tlic  holittefs  of  a  parent  fway  you,  where 
his  commands  and  God's  are  oppoiite*  In  the  former  cafe,  the 
Canonifts*  have  determined,  "  that  the  command  muft  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  perfon.'*  In  the  latter,  it  is  a  good  rule,  <*  My 
parents  muft  be  loved,  but  my  God  muft  be  preferred." 

Yield  yourfelvcs,  therefore,  chearfuUy  to  obey  all  that  which 
they  lawfully  enjoin,  and  take  heed  of  that  black  charadler  fixed 
on  the  Heathens  who  know  not  God,  be  not  found  upon  you, 
«  diibbedience  to  parents,"  Rom.  i.  30.  Remember,  your  difobedi- 
ence  to  their  juft  command^  rifes  higher,  much  higher,  than  an 
aftront  to  their  perfonal  authority  *,  it  is  difobedience  to  God  him* 
felf,  whofe  commands  fecond,  and  fti-engthen  theirs  upon  you. 

Fourthly y  Submiffion  to  their  difdpHne  and  rebukes,  is  alfo  your 
duty,  Heb.  xii.  9.  <<  We  had  fa^l^rs  of  our  own  flefti  that  cor- 
<*  railed  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence."  Parents  ought  not 
to  abufe  their  authority.  <<  Cruelty  f  in  them  is  a  great,  iin,  wrath 
«*  and  rebellion  in  a  child  againft  his  parents,  is  monftrous."  It  b 
ftoried  of  Elian^  that  having  been  abroad,  at  his  return,  his  father 
aflted  him  what  he  had  learned  fince  he  went  from  him;  he  an- 
fwered,  you  will  know  ihortly;  I  have  learned  to  bear  your  anger 
quietly,  and  fubmit  to  what  you  pleafe  to  infliA.  Two  confidcr- 
ations  ftioukl  efpecially  mould  others  '.to  tlie  like  frame,  efpecialiy 
to  their  godly  parents.  The  <fW  for  which,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  manifeft  their  anger  to  their  children.  Their  end  is 
to  fave  your  fouls  from  hell.  They  judge  it  better  for  you  to  hear 
the  voice  of  their  anger,  than  the  terrible  voice  of  the  wrath  of 
God :  to  feel  their  hand  than  his.  They  know,  if  you  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  living  God,  you  will  be  handled  in  another  manner. 

And  for  the  manner  in  ^vhich  they  rebuke  and  chaften,  it  is 
with  grief  in  their  heiuts,  and  tears  in  their  eyes.  Alas!  it  is  no 
delight  to  them  to  crofs,  vex,  or  afilift  you.  Were  it  not  mere 
conlcicncc  of  their  duty  to  God,  and  tender  love  to  your  fouls, 
they  would  neither  chide  nor  fmite:  and  when  they  do,  how  do 
they  affli^l  themfelves  in  affli^ing  you!  When  their  faces  are  fiill 
of  anger,  their  bowels  are  full  of  compailion  for  yon;  and  you  have 
no  more  reafon  to  blame  them  for  what  they  do,  tlian  if  they  cry 
out  and  violently  fnatch  at  you,  when  they  fee  you  ready  to  foil 
from  the  top  of  a  rock. 

Fifthly^  Faithfulnefs  to  all  their  intercfts  is  due  to  them,  by  the 
natural  and  pofltive  law  of  God.  What  in  you  lies,  you  are  bound 


*   OJti:tum  a  ptrfoma  (Kfcfrmendum,     Amandus  genitor^  fed  pr^p^nendut  Crtaier. 
f  S^^'Uia  patrU  imJUus  gravt  fffcaiioMf/ed  iraJilU  in  patrete^  grave  crimen*. 
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to  ptdmote,  not  to  wafte  and  fcatter  thdr  iubftance :  to  t^^  no^ 
,  to  defraud  them.  Whofo  robbsth  hi?  father  or  mother,  and  faith' 
it  is  no  tranfgreflion,  the  fame  is  a  companion  of  a  deftroyer,  ProV 
xxviii..24.  This,  faith  one,  as  far  excels  your  wronging  another* 
as  parricide  is  a  greater  crime  than  man-flaughter,  or  as  Reuben's 
,  inceft  was  beyond  common  fornication.  God  never  meant  you 
fhould  grow  up  about  your  parents,  as  fuckers  about  a  tree,  to 
impoverifh  the  root*.  But  for  a  cliiid,  out  of  covetoufi^cfs  after 
what  his  parents  have,  fecretly  to  wifh  their  death,  is  a  fin  fo  mon- 
i^Tous,  as  fhould  not  be  once  named,  much  lefs  foi^ nd  among  per*^ 
foils  profeffing  ChrifHanity.  To  deQre  their  death,  from  whom 
you  liad  your  life  is  unnatural  wickednefe :  to  difpofe  of  their 
goods,  much  more  of  yourlelves,  without  their  confent,  is 
(ordinarily)  the  greaceft  injuftice  to  them.  Children  are  obliged 
to  defend  the  eftate  and  perfons  of  their  parents  with,  the  hazard 
of  their /Own.  As  arrows  are  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man,  fo 
are  children  of  the  youth.  Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver 
fiill  of  theni.  They  fhall  not  be  aihamed,  but  they  fhall  fpeak 
with  the  enemy  in  the  gates.    Pfal.  cxxvii.  5. 

Sixthly f  And  more  efpecially,  requital  of  all  that  love,  care,  and 
pains  they  have  been  at  for  you,  is  your  duty  fo  far  as  God  enables 
you,  and  thofe  things  are  requitable,  I  Tim.  v.  4.  «  Let  them 
<*.  learn  to  ihew  piety  at  home,  and  requite  their  parents."  The 
word  is  ecvrviriKx^mf  apd  fignifies  to  play  the  ftork,  to  imitate  that 
creature  of  whom  it  is  £iid,  that  the  young  do  tenderly  feed  the 
old  onesy  when  they  are  no  longer  able  to  fly  abroad  and  provide 
for  themfelves.  Hence  thofe  that  want  bowels  of  natural  afteAion 
to  their  relations,  are  faid  to  be  ar^vy^i  Rom.  i.  30.  worfe  than 
florks.  Oh,  it  is  a  (hame  that  birds  and  beafts  ihould  ihew  more 
tendemefs  to  their  dams,  than  children  to  their  parents. 

It  is  a  faying  frequent  among  the  jcwsf ,  "  A  child  ihould  rather 
«<  labour  at  the  mill  than  fufier  his  parents  to  wantj."  And  to 
the  fame  fenfe  is  that  other  faying,  <<  Your  parents  mud  be  fup- 
<*  plied  by  yon  if  you  have  it;  if  not,  you  ought  to  beg  for  them, 
<«  rather  than  fee  them  pcrifh."  It  was  both  the  comfort  and 
honour  of  Jofeph,  that  God  made  him  an  infhnitient  of  fo  much 
fttccour  and  comfort  to  his  aged  father  and  diflreiieid  family.  Gen. 
xl\S.  13.  And  you  are  alfo  to  know,  that  what  you  do  for  them, 
is  tiot  in  the  way  of  an  alms,  or  common  charity.  For  the  apoftle 
faith,  it  is  but  your  requiting  them,  and  that  is  juftice,  not  cb^ity. 
And  it  can  never  be  a  fuU  requitaL     Indeed  the  apoftle  tells  us, 

*  ^mtntg  4itm  pMtrki  UfMirit  im  mimt.     Ovid  Metam.  Ub.  i. 

The  iba  impatient  enquires  into  hia  father's  years. 
f   Vel  im  pijlritto  lalorarefiium  Mere,  ut  parentlhus  fubvenlat. 
\  UvMran^  parentet  ft  baiet ;  /  wn  bahs,  poHiu  mcnsficcui^um^ 
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2  Con  xii.  X4.  That  jnrents  by  up  lor  thdr  duUren,  and  not 
children  for  their  parents,  and  fb  they  ought;  but,  ibre,  if  pn>- 
^  Tidence  blaft  them,  and  blefs  you,  an  honourable  maintenance  is 
their  due*    Even  Chrift  himielf  took  care  for  \i^  mother. 

Secondly^  Yon  have  had  a  brief  accmmt  of  the  doties  of  tins  rehp 
tion ;  next,  let  us  consider  how  Chrift's  example,  who  was  fo  fab- 
je^  to  them  in  hi^  life,  Luke  ii.  5  !•  and  To  carefU  to  provide  at 
his  death,  enforces  all  tliofe  duties  upon  children^  efpecially  npoif 
gracious  children*  And  this  it  doth  two  wavs,  both  as  it  hath  the 
obliging  power  of  a  law ;  and  as  he  himfirlf  will  one  day  &  in 
judgment  to  take  an  account  how  we  hate  tnntated^him  in  tbde 
things. 

Firfiy  ChrjiVs  example  in  tliis  hath  the  force  and  power  ef  a  law, 
yea,  a  law  of  love,  or  a  law  lovingly  conftraining  yoirto  an  knita* 
tion  pf  him*  If  Chrift  hhnfelf  will  he  your  pattern,  if  God  will- 
be  pleafed  to  take  relations  like  yours,  and  go  before  you  in  1^ 
dii charge  of  relative  duties;  Oh,  how  mucb  are  yoo  obliged  to 
imitate  him,  and  tread  in  all  his  footfteps !  Thki  wi^s  by  him  intend^ 
as  a  precedent,  or  pattern,  to  facilitate  and  direA  your  duties. 

Stcondlyy  He  will  come  tcsotake  an  account  how  you  hafve  anftver* 
ed  the  pattern  of  ob^ience,  and  tender  care  ke  £et  before  you  in 
the  days  of  his  fieih*  What  will  the  difobedient  plead  in  that  day  i 
He  that  heard  the  groans  of  an  affli£ted  father  or  mother,  wHl  now 
come  to  reckon  with  the  difobedient  child  for  them;  uid,  the 
glorious  example  of  Chrift's  own  obedience  to,  and  tenderntfi  of 
his  relations,  will,  in  that  day,  condemn  and  aggravate,  fflence 
and  ihame  fuch  wretched  children  as  ihall  ftand  guilty  before  his 
bar. 

hfiroKi  |.  Hath  Jefus  Chrift  given  fuch  a  £imoua  pattern  of 
obedience  and  tendernefs  to  parents  i  Then  there  can  be  nothing  rf 
Chriji  in  JlMcrn^  rebelHous^  and  earekfi  chHdteUj  that  regard  net  m 
g9odor  comfort  ^' their  parents.  The  children  of  difobedknce  can-* 
not  be  the  children  of  God.  If  providence<Urc£b  this  to  the  hands 
ef  any  that  are  fo,  my  heart'$  delire  ^nd  prayer  for  them  is,  that 
the  Lord  would  fearch  their  fouls  by  it,  and  diicover  their  evik  to 
them,  whilft  they  fliaU  read  the  foUt^wicig  queries* 

Firft  Query,  Have  you  not  been  gbilty  of*  flighitir^  yeiir  pareats 
by  irreverent  words  or  carriacc^i  the*  old-man  or  woman?  Td 
fuch  Icommend  the  confideration  of  that  (cripture,  Pzov*  xxx-  ly* 
which,  nnethinks,  ihould  be  to  them  a^  the  handrwriting  that  ap^ 
peared  upon  the  plaiftor  of  the  waU  to  Beltefhazar.  <<  The  eye 
«<  that  mocketbat  his  Anther,  and  deipifeth  to  obey  \m  motberi 
<<  the  ravens  of  the  valley  fhall  pick  it  out,  and  die  young  eag ki 
P  ijiall  cat  it."    That, is,  they  fliall  be  brought  to  an  untimely 
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end,  and  die  bbdi  of  the  air  (hall  eat  that  eye^  ihat  had  never 
ften  bat  for  that  parent  that  was  deipifed  by  it. 

It  maybe  yoa  are  vigorous  and  young,  they  decayed  and  wriak« 
led  with  age :  but|  faith  the  Holy  Ghoft,  '<  Defptfe  not  thy  mo» 
<<  ther  ^R^ien  fhe-is  old/*  Prov.  zxiii.  ai.  Or  when  fhe  is  wrinl> 
led^  as  the  Hebrew  figniiies*  It  may  be  you  are  rich»  thejr  poori 
own,  and  honour  them  in  their  poverty,  and  ddpife  than  not* 
God  will  recite  it  with  his  hand  if  yon  do. 

Second  Query,  Have  you  not  been  difobedient  to  the  commandi 
of  parents  ?  a  fon  of  BeKal  it  a  ion  of  wrath,  if  God  give  not  re» 
pentance  to  life.  Is  not  this  the  bkck  brand  fet  v^>on  the  Hea* 
thens,  Rom«  u  30.  Have  not  many  repented  this  upon  a  ladder^ 
with  a  halter  about  their  necks  }  Wo  to  hfan  that  makes  a  £rther 
or  mother  complain,  as  the  tree  in  the  fable,  that  they  are  deft 
afnnder  with  the  wedges  that  are  cut  out  of  their  own  bodies. 

Third  Query,  Have  you  not  rifen  up  rebellioufly  i^gainft,  and 
hated  your  parents  for  chiftening  your  bodies,  to  iave  your  fixib 
from  hell  ?  Some  children  (faith  one)  irill  not  take  that  from  a 
parent,  which  beafts,  yea,  and  favage  beafts  too,  bears  and  lions, 
will  take  from  their  keepers.  What  is  this  but  to  rdift  an  ordi* 
nance  of  God  fcr  your  good  ?  and,  in  rebelling  againft  them, 
to  rebel  againft  the  Lord  ?  Well,  if  they  do  not,  God  vrill  take 
the  rod  into  his  own  hand,  and  him  yon  ihall  notrrfift. 

Fmrth  Query,  Have  you  not  been  unjuft  to  yout  parents,  and 
defrauded  them  ?  fifft,  help  to  make  them  poor,  and  then  deC* 
{Hie  them  becaufe  they  are  poor.  O  Ubrrid  wickedneis  I  What 
a  complicated  evil  is  this!  Thou  art,  in  the  language  of  the  icrip* 
ture,  a  companion  with  deftroyers,  Prov.  xxviii.  24.  This  is  the 
worft  of  theft,  in  God's  account.  You  may  tlunk  you  make  bcdd 
with  them,  but  how  bold  do  you  make  with  confcience,  and  the 
command  of  God  ? 

fifib  Query,  Are  jou  not,  or  have  you  not  been  ungrateful  to 
parents  ?  Leaving* them  to  ihift  for  themfelves,  in  tbofe  ftraits  yon 
have  helped  to  bring  them  into.  O  confider  it,  children,  this  is 
an  evil  which  God  will  furely  avenge,  except  ye  repent.  What  I 
to  be  hardened  againft  thine  own  flefh !  to  be.  cruel  to  thine  own 
parents,  that  wim  fo  much  tendemefs  fed  thee,  when  eKe  thou 
nadft  periihed!  I  remember  Luther  gtvesns  a  ftory  of  one,  (and  oh 
that  ^  might  be  a  warning  to  all  that  hear  it),  who  had  made 
over  an  that  he  had  to  his  fon,  reierving  only  a  maintenance  ibr 
himielf ;  at  laft  his  fon  defptfed  him,  and  grudged  him  the  very 
meatheeat^  and  one  day  the  fadier  coming  in,  when  the  fon  and 
his  wife  were  at  dinner  upon  a  geofe,  they  fhoffled  the  meat  undte 
the  table;  but  fee  the  remarkabk' vengeance  of  God  ijqpon  tWs 
ungracious,  unnatural  ion;  the  goofe  was  turned  into  a  monftvooi 
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toad,  wlikK  IHzed  upon  this  vile  wretch)  and  ktBed  him.  If  any 
one  of  you  be  guilty  of  tfaefe  evils,  to  humble  you  for  theiUi  and 
reclaim  you  from  them^  1  deiire  thefe  fix  confiderations  may  be 
laid  to  heart. 

Fii^f  Thit  the  efiefb  of  your  obedience,  or  difohcdience  will 
itick  upon  you  and  yours  to  many  generations.  If  you  be  obedi- 
ent children  in  the  JLor4>  both  you  and  yours  may  reap  the  fruits 
of  that  your  obedience,,  in  multitudes  of  fweet  mercies,  for  many 
gpaerations.  So  runs  the  promife,  Eph.  vi.  22.  <<  Honour  thy  h- 
^  ther  and  mother,  which  is  the  firft  commandment  with  pro* 
*'  mife,  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  thou  mayeft  live  long 
•*  on  the  earth."  You  know  what  an  eye  of  favour  God  caft  up- 
on the  Recabites  for  tlus,  Jer.  xxxv.  8.  from  the  14th  to  the  20th 
▼crfe :  and  as  his  blefBngs  are,  by  promife,  entailed  on  the  obedi- 
ent, fo  his  curfe  upon  the  difobedient,  Prov.  xx.  20.  <*  Whofo 
^  curfeth  his  father  or  his  mother, .  his  Lamp  fhall  be  put  out  in 
<<.  obfcure  darknefs ;"  i.  e.  the  lamp  of  his  life  quenched  by  deadi, 
yea,  fay  others,  and  his  foul  aUb  by  the  blacknefi  of  darkneis 
in  bell. 

Secondly f  Though  other  fins  do,  this  fin  feldom  efcapes  exem- 
jrfary  punifhment,  even  in  this  world*  Our  Englifh  hiftory  tells 
ss  ckF  a  yeoman  in  Leicefler-fhire,  who  had  made  over  all  he  had 
to  his  fon,  to  prefer  him  in  marriage^  rcfcrving  only  a  bare  msuii- 
tenance  at  his  fon's  table :  afterward,  upon  fome  difcontent,  the  fon 
Kd  his  fether  get  out  of  his  houfe.  The  next.day  Mr  Goodman, 
tdbe  minifler  of  the  pariih,  meeting  the  young  man  walking  about 
his  ground,  aiked  him.  How  he  did?  He  anfwered.  Very  well; 
but  before  the.minifler  was  gone  far  from  him,  his  bowels  fell  out, 
which  he  carried  in  his  hands,  got  to  his  bonfef^fent  for  Mr 
Goodman>  bitterly  bewailed  his  fm  agaioft  his  father,  and  fo  died. 
And  Dr  Taylor,  m  his  great  examplar,  tells  us  oif  another,  that, 
upon  difcootent  .with  his  father,  wiihcd  the  houfe  might  be  on 
£re,  if  ever  he  came  any  more  mto  his  father^s  houfe:  afterwards, 
coming  in,-  it  was  fired  indeed,  and  this  wicked  ion  only  confumcd. 
I  could  multiply  inftances  oi  this  nature^  (for  indeed  the  righteous 
judg^nent  of  God  hath  multiplied  them,)  but  this  only  for  a  taftc. 

Thirdly^  Heathens  will  rife  up  in  judgment  againf^  you,  and  con- 
demsn  you.  They  never  had  liich  pi-ecepts  nor  precedents  as  you, 
«id  yet  fbme  of  the  better  Matured  Heathens  would  rather  cho- 
iea  death,  than  to  do  as  you  do.  You  reniember  the  flory  of 
Groefus'  dumb  ,fon,  whofe  dear  affeftions  could  make  hiin  fpcak 
"vrhen  he  faw  Crorfus  in  danger;  though  he  nea;^  {pake, before,  yet 
then  he  could  cry  out,  "O  do  not  kill  my  father!"  But  what 
fpoak  I  o£  Heathens !  the  flork  in  the  heavens,  yea,  the  beaftsof 
thft'eartb,  wili  condemn  thedifobediencc  of  children. 
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Fmrthlp  Thefe  are  fins  mconfifteht  wit}i  the  true  £iar  of  God» 
in  whomibever  they  are  found.  That  a  man  is  indeed^  which  he 
is  in  his  family^  and  among  liis  relations.  He  that  is  a  bad  chi]d» 
can  never  l)e  a  good  Chriftian.  Either  bring  teAimonies  of  ]raur 
godlinefs  from  your  relations,  or  it  may  be  well  iufpe^ed  to  be  no 
better  than  counterfeit.  Never  talk  of  your  obedi^cc  toGod^ 
vhiUl  your  difobedience  to  the  jui^  commands  of  your  pareatsghro 
you  the  lie. 

Fifthly y  A  parting  .time  is  coming  when  death  will  break  up  the 
family ;  and  when  that  time  comes,  oh!  how  bitter  will  the  re^ 
membnmce  of  thefe  things  be!  when  you  ihall  iee  a  father  or  a 
mother  \jm%  by  the  wall,  what  a  cut  will  it  be  to  remember  youv 
mifcarriages  and  evils!  They  are  gone  out  of  your  reach^  you  can- 
not now,  if  you  would,  give  them  any  fatisfaAion  for  what  yoa 
have  done  againft  them;  but,  oh,  how  bitter  will  the  remembrance 
of  thefe  things  be  at  fuch  a  time !  Surely,  this  will  be  more  u^fup- 
portable  to  ydu  than  their  death,  if  the  Lord  open  your  eyes,  and 
give  you  repentance ;  and  if  not,  then, 

Sixthly  J  What  a  terrible  thing  will  it  be,  to  have'  a  father  or 
mother  come  in  as  witneiFes  againft  you  at  Chrift's  bar  ?  As  well 
as  they  loved  you,  and  as  dear  as  you  were  to  them  in  this  worlds 
they  muft  give  evidence  agaihft  you  then.  Now,  what  a  fearfulthing 
is  it  for  you  but  to  imagine  your  parents  to, come  before  the  Lord^ 
and  fay.  Lord,  I  have  given  this  child  maiiy  hundred  reproofs  iat 
fin  \  I  have  counfelled,  perfuaded,  and  uied  all  means  to  reclaim 
him,  but  in  vain  ;  he  was  a  child  of  difobedience,  nothing  could 
work  upon  him  :  What  think  you  of  this  ? 

Inf.  2.  Have  you  fuch  a  pattern  of  obedience,  and  tender  love 
to  parents  ?  Then,  Children^  imitate  your  pattern^  as  it  becomes  Chrif- 
tiansy  and  take  Chrift  for  your  example^  Whatfoever  your,parents 
be,  fee  that  you  carry  it  towards  them  becoming  fuch  as  profefs 
Chrift. 

'  Firjly  If  your  parents  be  godly,  O  beware  of  grieving  them  by 
any  unbecoming  carriage.  Art  tliou  a  Chriftian  indeed  :  thou  wil^ 
then  reckon  thyfclf  obliged  in  ^  double  bond,  both  of  grace  and 
nature,  to  them :  O  what  a  mercy  would  fome  children  efteem  it, 
if  they  had  parents  that  feared  the  Lord,  as  you  have  ! 

Secondly^  If  they  be  carnal,  walk  circvunfpeftly,  in  the  moft 
precife  and  pimftual  difcharge  of  your  duties ;  for  how  knoweft 
thou,  O  child,  but  hereby  thou  mayeft  win  thy  parents  ?  Wouldft 
thou  but  humbly,  and  ferioufly  intreat,  and  perfuade  them  to 
imind  the  ways  of  holinefs,  fpeaking  to  them  at  fit  leafons,  with 
all  imaginable  humility  and  reverence,  infinuating  your  advice  to 
duties,  or  trouble  for  their  evils,  rather  by  relating  fome  pertinent 
iiftory,  or  propofing  fome  excellent  example,  leaving  .their  ow» 
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Mdbenoe  to  draw  tbe  cotickifion>  and  make  apfrficadoni  than  to 
4o  k  yoorielves  $  il  is  poffiUe  tkey  may  ponder  yoar  wor&  in 
iSieir  li€art%  as  Mary  did  Chrift^s,  Luke  ii.  49,  5  i.  And  wonM 
yon*  tmt  back  all  this  with  your  ^ameft  cries  to  heaven  for  themi 
and  your  own  daily  exjmipk,  that  they  may  have  nothing  from 
yourfelTea  to  retort  upon  you  \  and  thus  watt  widi  patience  for 
Ae  defired  effeA:  O  what  blefled  inftnimcnts  might  you  be  ot 
dieir  evcrlafting  good  I 

Jf^.  3*  To  conclude,  Let  tbofe  fbe^  iaw/uch  ehUdnn  as  fear  the 
L§rdf  and  endnntaur  U  itnkatt  Cbrift  in  thofi  duties f  acemmt  ^hem  a 
Jmgidartreafiiremnd  heritage  from  the  Lord,  and  give  them  oB  duenh 
uiur^gememt  to  their  duties. 

How  many  have  no  children  at  aU,  but  are  as  a  dry  tree !  and 
how  many  have  inch  as  are  worfe  than  none  1  The  very  reproach 
and  heart*breaking  of  their  parents,  that  bring  down  their  hoary 
lieadf  with  fbrrow  to  the  grave. 

If  God  have  given  you  the  bleffing  of  godly  children,  you  can 
never  be  fuffictently  fenfible  of,  or  thankful  for  fuch  a  favour.  0 
Aatevcr  God  Ihoukt  honour  yott  to  bring  forth  children  for  hea« 
iren !  what  a  comfort  muft  this  be  to  you,  whatever  other  troubles 
foa  meet  with  abroad,  when  you  come  home  among  godly  relations, 
Aat  are  eareful  to  fweeten  your  own  family  to  you  by  their  obedi* 
nccr  c^iecially,  what  .a  comfort  b  it,  when  you  come  to  die,  that 
jmi  leave  them  within  the  covenant,  entitled  to  Chiift,  and  fo 
need  not  bd  anxious  how  it  fhall  be  with  them  when  yoo  are  gone? 
Take  heed  of  difeouraginff  or  damping  fuch  children  from  whom 
fo  much  ^ry  b  like  to  rife  to  God,  and  fo  much  comfort  to  your- 
idves.  Thus  kt  Chrift's  pattern  be  improved,  who  went  before 
you  in  foch  eminent  holinefs,  in  all  hb  relations,  and^eft  yoo  an 
example  that  youihould  follow  his  fteps. 


\  SERMON    XX3ai. 

The  third  of  Chust^s  laft  Words  upon  die  Crois,  iUQfirated. 

Luu  zxiii#  43. 

Jlnd  Jifusfiddunto  him,  Verily  I  fay  uHto  thee,  to^y  thoujhtdt  h 

with  me  in  paradifeM 

IN  thb  foripture  you  have  the  third  excdlent  faying  of  Qirift 
upon  the  crois,  expreffing  the  riches  of  free  grace  to  thepe* 
aitent  thief:  a  man  that  had  ipent  hb  life  in  wickednefi^  wd  for 
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his  wickednefs  was  now  to  lofe  his  life.  His  praAice  had  been 
vile  and  profane,  .but  now  his  heart  was  broken  for  it }  he  proves 
a  convert,  yea,  the  iirft  fruits  of  the  blood  of  the  crofs.  In  the 
former  verfe  he  manifefts  his  faith,  <<  Lord,  remember  me,  when 
«(  thou  comeft  into  thy  kingdom."  *  In  this  Chrift  manifefts  his 
pardon  and  gracious  acceptance  of  him)  «  Verily  I  iay  unto  thee, 
^  to-day  ihalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradife."  In  which  promife 
are  confiderable,  the  matter  of  it,  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  made, 
the  time  let  for  its  performance,  and  the  confirmation  of  it  for  his 
fuirfatisfaAion. 

Ftr/l^  The  matter  or  fubftance  of  the  promife  made  by  Chrift^ 
1/fz.  That  heJbaU  be  loitb  him  in  paradife.  By  paradife  he  means 
heaven  itfelf,  which  is  here  fhadowed  to  us  by  a  place  of  delight 
and  pleafurek  This  is  the  receptacle  of  gracious  fouls,  when  fe« 
parated  from  their  bodies.  And  that  paradife  ilgnifies  heaven  it- 
felf, and  not  a  thiM  place,  as  fome  of  the  fathers  fondly  imagine, 
b  evident  from  a  Cor.  xii.  a,  4.  where  the  apoftle  calls  the  fame  • 
place  by  the  names  .of  the  third  heaven,  and  the  paradife.  This 
is  the  place  of  bleflednefs  defigaed  for  the  people  of  God.  So  you 
find.  Rev.  ii.  7*  <<  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  ta  eat  of 
««  the  tree  of  life,  wUcli  is  in  the  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God  *i^ 
i.  e.  to  have  the  fuUcft  and  mofl  intimate  communion  with  Jefus 
Chriil  in  heaven.  And  this  is  the  fubftance  of  Chrift's  promife  to 
the  thief  t  Thou,  i.  e.  thou  in  fpirit,  or  thou  in  the  nobleft  part, 
thy  foul  which  here  bears  the  image  of  the  whole  perfon  ^  "  Thou 
<*  fhalC  be  with  me  in  paradife." 

S€C$ndlyy  The  perfon  to  whom  Chrift  makes  this  excellent  and 

{rlorious  promife :  it  vras  to  one  that  had  lived  lewdly  and  profane* 
y  ;  a  very  vile  and  wretched  man,  in  all  the  former  part  of  his  , 
time,  and,  for  his  wickednefs,  now  juftly  imder  condemnation ; 
yea,  to  one  that  had  reviled  Chrift,  after  that  fentence  was  exe- 
cuted on  him.  However,  now  at  laft  the  Lord  gave  him  a  peni- 
tent believing  heart.  Now,  almoft  at  the  laft  gafp,  he  is  foundly, 
in  an  extraordinary  way  converted ;  and,  being  converted,  he  owns 
and  profejQes  Chrift  amid^  all  the  fhame  and  reproach  of  his 
deaths  vindicates  his  innocency,  and  humbly  fopplicates  for  mercy  \ 
«<  Lord,  remember  me,  when  thou  comeft  into  thy  kingdom." 

Thirdly^  The  fet  time  for  the  performance  of  this  gracious  pro- 
imife :  3Wflj',  this  very  day,  fhalt^thou  be  with  me  in  elory :  Not   ' 
lifter  the  refurrcftion,  but  immediately  from  the  time  of  thy  difTo- ' 
lotion,  thou  fhalt  enjoy  bleflednefs.  And  here  I  cannot  but  detect  ^ 
the  cheat  of  thofe  that  deny  an  immediate  ftate  of  glory  to  believers 
after  death ;  who,  (to  the  end  this  Scripture  might  not  ftand  in 
fell  oppofition  to  their,  as  uncomfortable,  as  unfound  opinion), 
Vot.  L  3D  .        . 
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Ipoic  the  w)^ole  frame  of  it>  by  drawing  one  pin,  yea>  by  tranfpofiiig 
but  a  comniZf  putting  it  at  the  word  day^  which  ihould  be  at  the 
word  tbeei  and  fo  reading  it  thus>  <<  Verily  I  fay  unto  thee  to-day^" 
referring  the  word  Jay  to  the  time  that  Chrift  made  the  promife, 
;ind  not  to  the  time  otits  performance.  But  if  fuch  a  liberty  as  this 
l)e  yielded,  what  may  not  men  make  the  fcriptures  ipeak  ?  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  but  ChriA»  in  this  expredion,  fixes  the  time  for 
bis  happinefi  $  '<  To-day  thqu  (halt  be  with  me.** 

pTurthtyf  and  laftly,  Tou  have  here  the  confirmation  and  fealof 
this  moft  comfortable  promife  to  him,  with  Chrift's  folemn  afievera- 
XiGiCk  \  «  Verily  I  fay  unto  thee."  Higher  fecurity  cannot  be  given. 
I  that  am  able. to  perform  what  I  promife,  and  have  not  out- 
promifed  myfelf  ^  for  heaven  and  the  glory  theceofi  are  mine:  I 
that  am  faithful  and  true  to  my  promifes,  and  have  never  forfeit** 
cd  my  credit  with  any;  I  fay  it,  I  (blemnly  confirm  it ;  </  Yerily  I 
<<  iay  unto  thee,  tonday  thou  ihalt  be  with  me  in  paradife.^  Hence 
we  have  three  plain  obvious  truths,  for  our  infixu^tion  and  confo* . 
lation. 

Do£L  I.  Thai  there  is  a  future  eternal  J ate^  into  wuidch  fouls  pafs 
at  death. 

s    DodL  2.  That  all  believers  are,  at  their  death,  itmnediately  received 
into  afiate  ofghry  and  eternal  happintfs* 

Dofl:.  3.  That  God  may^  though  hefeldom  doth,  prepare  menfirtlis 
glory,  immediately  iifore  their  dtjfolution  by  deedb. 

.  Thefe  are  the  ufefiil  truths  refulting  fi*om  this  remarkable  word 
of  Chrift  to  the  penitent  thief.  We  will  confider  and  improve 
them  in  the  order  propofed. 

Doft.   I.  That  there  is  a  future  eternal flate,  into  which  fitds pafs 
at  death. 

This  is  a  principal  foundatlon-ftone  to  the  hopes  and  happbds 
of  fouls.  And  feeing  our  hopes  muft  needs  be  as  their  foundation 
and  ground-work  is,  I  (hall  briefly  eftabli(h  this  truth  by  thefe 
five  arguments.  The  being  of  a  God  evinces  it.  The  fcriptures 
of  truth  plainly  reveal  it.  The  confciences  of  all  men  have  prcfenti- 
ments  of  it.  The  incarnation  and  death  of  Chrift  is  but  a  vanity 
Without  it ;  and  the  immortality  of  human  fouls  plainly  difcoycrs  it. 

Arg.  I .    The   being  of  a  God   undeniaily  evinces  a  future  JlMe 

Jor  human  fouls  after  this  life.    For,  if  there  be  a  God  who  rules  th^ 

world  which  he  hath  made,  he  muft  rule  it  by  rewards  and  puniib* 
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ments,  equally  and  rigfateouOy  diftributed  to  good  and  bad ;  puN 
ting  a  difference  betwixt  the  obedient  and  difobedient,  the  righte- 
ous and  the  wicked.  To  make  a  fpecies  of  creatures  capable  of  a 
moral  government,  and  not  to  rule  them  at  ally  is  to  make  them 
in  vain^  and  is  inconfiftent  with  lus  glory,  which  is  the  laft  end 
of  all  things.  To  rule  them,  but  not  fuitably  to  their  natures,  con- 
iiAs  not  with  that  infinite  wifdom  from  which  their  beings  proceed- 
ed, and  by  which  their  workings  are  ruled  and  ordered.  To  rule 
them,  in  a  way  fuitably  to  their  natures,  viz.  by  rewards  and  pu- 
niihments,  and  not  to  perform,  or  execute  them  at  all,  is  utterly 
incongruous  with  the  veracity  and  truth  of  him  that  cannot  lie : 
this  were  to  impofe  the  greateft  cheat  in  the  world  upon  men ; 
and  can  never  proceed  from  the  holy  and  true  God.  So  then,  as 
he  hath  made  a  rational  fort  of  creatures,  capable  of  moral  govern- 
ment by  rewards  and  punifhments  \  fo  he  rules  them  in  that  way 
whidi  is  fuitable  to  their  natures,  promifing  '<  it  ihall  be  well  with 
«  the  righteous,  and  ill  with  the  wicked.'*  Thefe  promifes  and 
threatenings  can  be  no  cheat,  merely  intended  to  fcare  and  fnght, 
where  there  is  no  danger,  or  encourage,  where  there  is  no  real 
benefit ;  but  what  he  promifes,  or  threatens^  muft  be'accomplifh- 
ed,  and  every  word  of  God  tsdce  place  and  be  fulfilled.  But  it  is 
evident  that  no  fuch  diftbdUon  is  made  by  the  providence  of  God 
(at  leaft  ordinarily  and  generally)  in  this  Itfe  }  but  alt  things  come 
alike  to  all;  and  as  with  the  righteous ^  fo  with  the  wicked.  Yea^  here 
it  goes  ill  with  them  that  fear  God ;  they  are  opprefled ;  they  re- 
ceive their  evil  things,  and  wicked  men  their  good ;  therefore  we 
conclude,  the  righteous  Judge  of  the  whole  earth,  will,  in  another 
world,  recompenfe  to  everyone  according  as  his  work  ihall  be. 

Arg.  2.  Secondly^  And  as  the  very  being  of  God  evinces  it,  fo 
thefcriptures  of  truth  plainly  reveal  it,  Thele  icriptures  are  the  part'" 
deSff  wfyflem  of  the  laws,  for  the  government  of  man ;  ^hich  the 
wife  and  holy  Ruler  of  the  world  hath  enacted  and  ordained  for 
that  purpofe.  .  And  in  them  we  find  promifes  made  to  the  righte- 
ous, of  a  full  reward  for  all  their  obedience,  patience  and  fufier- 
ings  in  the  next  life  or  world  to  come  ;  and  threatenings,  made 
againfl  the  wicked,  of  eternal  wrath  and  anguifh,  as  the  juft  re- 
compence  of  their  fin  in  hell  for  ever,  Rom.  ii.  5,  <J,  7,  8, 9,  10. 
^*  Thou  treafurefl  up  to  thyfelf  wrath  againfl  the  day  of  wraith, 
•«  and  revelation  of  the  righteotis  judgment  of  God ;  who  will 
^*  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds :  to  them  who,  by 
<<  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  feek  for  glory,  and  honour, 
««  and  immortality,  eternal  life  :  but  unto  them  that  are  conten- 
*«  tious,  and  obey  not  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteoufnefs,  indigf- 
<<  nation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifh,  upon  every  foul  of 
«  man  that  doeth  evil,  to'r."    So  a  Theff,  i.  4,  5, 6,  7. ««  So  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


396  The  Fmamn  tf  Life.      .      Serm.  XXXIt 

<'  we  ourTdves  glory  in  you,  in  the  churches  of  God,  for  yoor  pa« 
**  tience  and  faith  in  aU'your  perfecutions  and  tribulations  that  ye 
<'  endure :  which  is  (a  manifeft  token)  of  the  righteous  judgment 
<«  of  CJod,  that  ye  may  be  counted  worthy  of  the  kingdom  of 
«  God,  for  which  ye  alfo  fuflSar :  feeing  it  is  a  righteous  thoig  with 
<<  God  to  recompenfe  tribulation  to  them  that  trouble  you ;  and 
««  to  you  who  are  troubled  reft  with  us,  when  the  Lord  Jcfiis  ihall 
♦<  be  revealed  from  heaven  in  flaming  fire,  faV."  To  thcfe  plain 
tef^imonies,  multitudes  might  be  added,  if  it  were  needful. 
Heaven  and  earth  ihall  ps^  away,  but  thefe  words  ihall  never 
pafs  away* 

Arg.  3.  Thirdly^  As  the  fcriptures  reveal  it,  (o  the  confdences  rfali 
tneft,  have  fome  prefentinunts  of  it.  Where  is  the  man  whofe  con- 
fcience  never  felt  any  in^>reffibns  of  hope,  or  fear,  from  a  future 
world  ?  If  it  is  faid,  thefe  may  be  but  the  cfie£te  and  force  of  dii^ 
courfc,  or  education  \  we  have  read  fuch  things  in  the  fcriptures, 
or  have  heard  it  by^  preachers ;  and  fo  raifc  up  to  ourfelves  hopes 
and  fears  about  it,  I  demand,  how  the  confdences  of  the  Hea* 
thens,  who  have  neither  fcriptures  nor  preachers,  came  to  be  iii>- 
preil  with  thefe  things  ?  Doth  not  the  apoftk  tell  us,  Rom.  ii.  15. 
'<  That  their  coniciences  in  the  mean  while  ivork  upon  thefe 
««  things  ?"  their  thoughts,  with  reference  to  a  future  flate^  Mtu/e^ 
or  el/e  excufey  i.  Ct  their  hearts  are  cheared  and  epcouraged  by  the 
good  they  do,  and  terrified  with  fears  about  the  evils  they 
commit*  Whereas,  if  there  were  no  fuch  things,  conicience 
would  neither  accufe  nor  excufe  for  good  or  evil  done  in  this 
world* 

Arg.  4.  Fourthly^  The  incarnation  and.  death  of  Chj/tf  are  hut  m 
vanity  without  it.  What  did  he  propofe  to  himfelf,  or  what  bene- 
fit have  we  by  his  comings  if  there  be  no  fuch  future  ftate  ?  Did 
he  take  pur  nature,  and  fufier  fuch  terrible  things  in  it  for  no- 
thing f  If  you  fay,  Chriftians  have  much  comfort  ^m  it  in  this 
life :  I  anfwcr,  the  comforts  they  have  are  raifed  by  faith  and  ex- 
pedation  of  the  happinefs  to  *be  enjoyed,  as  the  purchafc  of  his 
blood,  in  heaven.  And  if  there  be  no  fuch  heaven  to  which  they 
are  appointed,  no  hiell  from  which  they  are  redeemed,  they  do 
but  comfort  themfelves  with  a  fable,  and  blefs  themfelves  with  a 
thing  of  nought  5  their  comfort  is  no  greater  than  the  comfort  of  a 
beggar,  that  dreams  he  is  a  king,  and  when  he  awakes,  finds 
himfelf  a  beggar  ftill.  Surely  the  ends  of  Chrifl's  death  were  to 
deliver  us  from  the  wrath  to  come,  i  Theff.  i.  10.  not  from  an 
imaginary,  but  a  real  hell,  to  bring  us  to  God,  i  Pet.  iii,  1 8.  to  be 
the  author  of  eternal  falvation  to  them  that  obey  him,  Heb.  v.  9. 

Arg.  5.  /j/zA/y  and  laftly,  The  immortality  of  human  fiuls^  puts  it 
hrjoni  aU  doubts    The  fgul  of  in4n>  vaftly  differs  from  that  of  a 
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hesA,  which  b  bat  a  material  form»  and  fo  wholly  depending  on, 
that  it  muft  need  perifli  with  matter.  But  it  is  not  fi>  with  us: 
Ours  are  reafimable  fpirits,  that  can  live  and  a£l  in  a  feparated  ilate 
from  the  body,  Ecclef.  iii.  ai*  <<  Who  knoweth  the  (fisit  of  man^ 
<<  that  goeth  upward ;  and  the  ipirit  of  a  beaft»  that  goeth  down* 
<<  ward  to  the  earth  ?^  For  if  a  man  difpute  whether  man  be  ra« 
tional,  this  his  very  difputing  it  proves  him  to  be  fo :  fo  our  di& 
pates>  hopesy  fears,  and  apprehenfions  of  ctemity»  prove  our  fouls 
immortal,  and  capable  of  that  ftate. 

Inference  I.  Is  there  an  eternal  ftate,  into  which  ibub  pafi  after 
this  life  ?  Hcno  precious  then  u  prefent  timif  t^^  tie  improvement 
nvbereof  that  Sate  depends.  O  what  a  huge  weight  hath  God  hang* 
ed  upon  a  uudi  wire  I  God  hath  (et  us  here  in  a  ftate  of  trial : 
f <  According  as  we  improve  thefe  few  hours,  (b  will  it  £tfe  with  ua 
««  to  all  eternity*.**  Every  day,  every  hour,  nay,  every  moment 
of  your  prefent  time  hath  an  influence  into  your  eternity*  Do  you 
believe  this  \  What !  and  yet  fquander  away  precious  time  fo  care« 
lefsiy,  fo  vainly  I  How  do  thde  things  confift  ?  When  Seneca 
heard  one  promife  to  fpend  a  week  with  a  friend  that  invited  him, 
to  recreate  himfelf  with  him;  he  told  him,  he  admired  he  ihouid 
make  fuch  a  raih  promife  !  What  (faid  he)  caft  away  fo  confidera- 
ble  a  part  of  your  life  i  How  can  you  do  it  ?  Surely,  our  prodiga- 
lity in  the  expence  of  time,  argues  we  have  but  little  fenfe  of  great 
eternity. 

Inference  2.  Haw  rational  are  ail  the  djfficuhies^  and  feverities  of 
reSgion^  wlncbjerve  to  promote  atidfecure  a  future  eternal  bappinefs  ? 
60  vaft  is  the  difproportion  betwixt  time  and  eternity,  things  feen^ 
and  not  feen  as  yet,  the  prefent  vanifhing,  and  future  permanent 
ftate,  that  he  can  never  be  juftly  reputed  a  wiJe  man,  that  will  not 
let  go  the  beft  enjoyment  he  hath  on  earth,  ifitftandinthewayof 
his  eternal  happinds.  Nor  can  that  man  ever  eicape  the  juft  cen- 
fure  of  notorious  folly,  who,  for  the  gratifying  of  his  appetite  and 
prefent  accomodation  of  his  flefh,  lets  go  an  eternal  glory  in  hea^' 
ven«  Darius  repented  heartily  that  he  loft  a  kingdom  for  a  draught 
of  water,  O,  laid  he,  «  for  how  fhort  a  pleafure  have  I  fold  a 
*<  kingdom  V*  It  was  Mofes*  choice,  uid  his  choice  argued  his  wi{l 
dom ;  he  chofe  rather  «  to  fuffer  afflictions  with  the  people  of 
«<  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin,  which  are  but  for  a 
^  fea£bn,"  Heb.  xL  25.  Men  do  not  account  him  a  fool,  that 
will  adventure  a  penny,  upon  a  probability  to  gain  ten  thoufand 
pounds.  But  fure  the  difproportion  betwixt  time  and  eternity  is 
much  greater. 

Inf.  3.  Ifthere  certainly  be  fuch  an  eternal  ftate  into  which  fouls 
•       *    *  *  * 

*  Jib  boc  immtnU  peudet  ^UmUat, 
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pofi  wftmadnfteij^  after  death ;  iXi^ctr  ^o/  «  ih^hfe  then  dah  dtiik 
mate  ttpm  every  man  and  woman  ?  O  what  a  ierknis  thing  is  k  to 
^  diet  It  is  your  paffiige  oat  of  the  fwift  river  of  time)  into  the 
bomKOefs  and  bottonms  ocean  of  eternity.  You  that  now  con- 
verfe  with  ienfible  ob|e£b,  with  men  and  women  like  yoorfeheaf 
enter  then  into  the  world  of  (pirits.  Too  that  nofw  fee  the  canti- 
nual  revolutipns  of  days  and  nights,  paffing  away  one,  after  aiio- 
theri  will  then  be  fixed  in  a  perpetual  NOW.  O  what  a  ferioes 
thing  isdeathi  Tou  throw  a  caft  for  etemityi  when  you  die.  If 
you  were  to  caft  a  dye  for  your  natural  hie,  O!  how  would  yoqr 
hand  ihake  with  fear,  how  it  would  M !  But  wtat  is  that  ta 
this? 

Thefeukofmenarey  asitwere^  afleep  now  in  their  bodies;  at 
death  they  awake,  and  find  themfehea  in  die  world  of  results. 
Let  this  teach  you,  both  how  to  carry  yoorielve^  toward  dying  per- 
fons  when  you  vifit  them ;  and  to  make  every  day  ibmc  provifion 
for  that  hour  yourfelves.  Be  ferioua»  be  plain,  be  futliul  with 
others  that  are  ftepping  into  eternity;  be  to  with  your  own  feds 
every  day.  O  nemember  what  a  long  word,  what  an  amaziog 
thing  eternity  is!  efpedally  confidering^ 

DoA.  2.  That  all  believers  are^  at  their  deaths  immediately  rueived 
into  a  Jlate  ef  gfcry  and  eternal  haffinefs. 

This  day  Jbatt  tbeu  be  nvith  me. 

This  the  Atheift  denies  :  He  thinks  he  fhall  die,  and  therefeie 
refolves  to  live  as  the  beafts  that  perifli.  Beryllus,  and  ibme  otbcis 
after  him,  taught,  that  there  was  indeed  a  future  flate  of  happi- 
neft  asid  mifery  Ibr  fouls,  but  that  they  pais  not  into  it  innnediate- 
ly  upon  death  and  feparatjon  from  the  body,  but  fliall  llecp  till 
the  refurrcdHon,  and  then  awake  and  enter  into  it.  But  b  not 
that  foul  afleep,  or  worfe,  that  dreams  of  a  fleejung  foul  till  tfae 
refurre£tien  ?  Are  fouls  fo  wounded  and  prejudiced  j^  their  repa- 
ration from  the  body,  that  they  cannot  fubfift  or  7&  feparate  from 
it  ?  Or  have  they  found  any  fuch  conceit  in  the  fcriptures  ?  Not  at 
all.  The  fcriptures  take  notice  of  no  fuch  interval ;  but  plainly 
enough  denies  it,  2  Cor.  v.  8.  •«  We  are  confident,  I  fay,  anii 
<<  willing  rather  to  be  abfent  from  the  body,  and  prefent  with  the 
•f  Lord."  Mark  it,  no  fooner  parted  from  the  body,  but  prefent 
with  the  Lord.  So  Phil.  i.  23.  "  I  dciirc  to  be  difTolved,  and  to 
«  be  with  Chrift,  wliich  is  far  better.^  BF  his  foul  was  to  fkcp 
'  till  the  rcfurreftion,  how  was  it  far  better  to  be  diflblved,  than  to 
^  live  ?  Sure  Paul's  (late  in  the  body  had  been  far  better  than  bis 
fiate  after  death,  if  this  were  fo  \  for  here  he  enjoyed  much  fwect 
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comsumion  irith  God  by  faith,  but  then  he  Aimild  ajoy  S0« 
thmg* 

Tot:onfirm  this  4ream,  they  urge,  John  xiv.  3.  -<'  If  I  fpyzmj^ 
«  I  will  come  agauiy  and  receive  you  to  myfelf.**  As  if  the  tfane 
of  Chrift's  receiving  his  people  to  hitnfelf,  fliould  not  come,  mdl 
his  feeond  comii^  at  the  end  of  the  world.  Bat  though  he  wiH 
then  colle£k  all  beUevers  into  one  body,  and  preient  than  Ibleinn- 
ly  to  his  Father  $  yet  that  hinders  not,  but  he  may,  as  indeed  he 
dotb»  receive  every  particular  beheving  (bul  to  hunfi^  at  death,  by 
the  miniftry  of  angels.  And  if  not,  how  is  it  that  when  Chrift 
comes  to  judgment,  he  is  attended  with  ten  thoufand  of  his  fiuntSf 
that  ihall  follow*  him  when  he  comes  from  heaven  ?  Jnde  14. 
You  fee  then  the  icripture  puts  no  interval  betwixt  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  a  faint,  a||d  Us  glorification :  (t  fpeakB  of  the  fstets  that  are 
dead,  as  already  with  the  Lord:  And  the  wicked  diat  are  dead,  as 
already  in  hell,  calling  them  ^riis  infrifin^  i  Pet.  iii.  19,  20.^  a&  < 
furiag  us,  that  Judas  went  prefently  to  his  ownpta^y  Afts  1.  ^^4 
And  to  that  fcsiie,  is  the  parable  of  Dives  aiad  Lazfions,  Luke  j 
xvi.  aa. 

But  let  us  weigh  the&  four  things  more  particuhriy,  for  our  (tiH 
fatisiiadtion  in  this  point. 

Arg.  I.  jPi{^,  Why  fliould  the  happine6  of  believers  be  defer* 
red,  nnce  thqr  are  immediately  capable  of  enjoying  k;  as  foon  as 
fisparated  from  the  body  ?  Alas,  the  fool  is  {o  far  from  being  affift- 
ed  by  the  body  (as  k  is  now)  for  the  enjoyment  of  God ;  that  it  is 
either  dom'd  or  hindered  by  it :  So  (peaks  the  apoftle,  a  Cor.  r. 
6j  8.  «  Whilft  we  are  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  abfent  from 
<(  the  Lord;^  i.  e.  our  bodies  prejudice  our  fouls,*  obftn^ft  and 
fain4«r  the  folnefs  and  freedom  of  their  communion :  When  we 
part  from  the  body,  we  go  home  to  the  Lord  \  then  the  foul  is  e& 
c^ed  as  a  bird  out  of  a  Qige  or  fnare.  Here  I  am  prevented  by 
an  excenent  pen,  *  which  hath  judicioufly  opened  this  point :  To 
whofe  excellent  obfervations  I  only  add  this  j  That  if  the  entangle*- 
ments,  fnares,  and  prejudices  of  the  foul  are  fo  great  and  many  in 
its  embodied  eftate,  that  it  cannot  fo  freely  dilate  itfelf,  and  take 
in  the  comforts  of  God  by  communion  with  himi  then  furely  the 
laying  afide  of  •that  clog,  or  the  freeing  of  the  foul  from  that  bur* 
den,  can  be  no  bar  to  its  greater  happineis,  which  it  enjoys  in 
its  i^Mrated  ft^td. 

Arg.  2.  S^eondlyy  Why  fhould  the  happinefs  and  glory  of  the 
foul  be  deferred,  unlefs  God  had  fomc  farther  preparative  work  to 
do  upon  it,  before  it  be  fit  to  be  admitted  into  glory  ?  But,  furely, 
there  is  no  fiich  work  wrought  upon  it  after  its  feparation  by 
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4c9tK:  all  that  te  done  of  that  kindy  is  done  herCi  When  the 
€9mpofituni  is  diflblvedi  all  meansi  duties,  and  ordinances  are  ceafed. 
The  worldng  day  is  then  elided^  and  night  comes,  when  no  maa 
can  work,  John  ix.  3.  To  that  purpofe  are  thofe  words  of  Solo* 
mem,  Ecclef.  ix.  lo.  «  Whatfoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it 
<^  with  all  thy  might  \  for  there  is  no  wifdom,  no^  knowledge,  nor 
<<  device  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goefl.'^  So  that  our  glorifi^ 
cation  is  not  deferred,,  in  order  to  our  fuller  preparatioii  for  ^lory* 
If  we  are  not  fit  when  we  die,  we  can  never  be  fit :  allisdoneupoa 
us  that  ever  was  intended^o  be  done ;  for  they  are  called,  Hd>« 
^.  23.  the  fpiritsof  the  juftmade  perfect. 

Arg.  3*  TbirJIy,  Asain,  Why  ihould  our  (alvatton  flumbert 
when  the  damnation  of  the  wicked  doth  not  {lumber  i  God  defers 
not  their  mifery ;  and  furely  he  will  not  defer  our  glory*  If  he 
be  quick  with  his  endnies,  he  will  not  be  flow  and  dilatory  with 
Jus  friends.  Jt  cannot  be  imagined,  but  he  is  as  much  inclined  to 
.a£b  of  favour  to  his  children,  as  to  a£h  of  juftice  to  his  enemies ; 
thefe  areprefently  damned,  Jude,  ver.  ^.  A&s  u  25.  i  Fet«  iiL  19, 
20.  And  what  reafon  why  believers,  yea,  every  believer,  as  wdl 
as  this  in  the  text,  ihould  not  be,  that  very  day  in  which  they  die, 
with  Chrift  in'  glory  ? 

Arg.  4.  Fuurtily,  and  Iqfiiy,  How  do  fuj:h  delays  coafifl  with 
Chrifl's  ardent  defires  to  have  his  people  with  him  where  he  is,  and 
with  the  vehement  longmgy  of  their  fouls  to  be  with  Chrift  ?  You 
may  fee  thofe  reflected  fls^cies  of  love  and  defire  of  mutual  enjoy* 
ment  betwixt  the  bridegroom  and  his  fpoufe  in  Rev.  xxii.  17,  20* 
Delays  make  their  hearts  fick :  the  expe£hition  and  fiiith  in  which 
the  faints  die,  is  to  be  fatisfied  thens  a^d  furely  God  will  not  de* 
ceive  them*  I  deny  not  but  their  glory  will  be  more  complete 
when  the  body,  their  abfent  friend,  is  re-united,  and  made  to 
ihare  with  them  in  their  happinefs  $  yet  that  hinders  tkot,  but 
meanwhile  the  foul  xnay  enjoy  its  glory,  whilft  the  body  takes  hs 
reft,  and  fleeps  in  the  duft. 

Infirena  I.  Are  believers  immediately  with  God  after  their  diA 
fblution  ?  Tbtn  hnko  furprizingly  glorious  vtill  bemven  be  to  believers  J 
Not  that  t^y  are  in  it  before  they  think  of  it,  or  are  fitted  £or  it } 
no,  they  have  fpent  many  thoughts  upon  it  before,  and  been  long 
preparing  for  it  i  but  ike /uddennefs  and  greatnefs  of  the  change  is 
amazing  to  our  thoughts.  For  a  foul  to  be  now  here  in  the  body, 
converfing  with  men,  li^g  among  fenfibk  objeAs,  and  within  a 
&w  moments  to  be  with  the  Lord )  this  hour  on  earth,  the  next 
in  the  third  heaven ;  now  viewing  this  world,  and  anon  fUnding 
among  an  innumerable  company  oi  angels,  and  the  ipirits  of  the 
juft  made  perfect :  O  what  a  change  is  this  \  What  1  but  wink, 
and  fee  God !  Commend  thy  foul  to  Chrift,  snd  be  transferred  in 
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the  arms  of  angels  into  the  inviiiblc  world,  the  world  of  fpirits  J 
To  live  as  angels  of  God!  To  live  without  eating,  drinking, 
fleeping !  To  be  lifted  up  from  a  bed>of  fickneis  to  a  throne  of 
glorjr !  To  leave  a  finfiil,  troublefbme  world,  a  fick  and  pained 
body,  and  be  in  a  moment  perfeAly  cured,  and  feel  thyfelf  per- 
fe6Uy  well,  and  free  from  all  troubles  and  diftempers !  You  can- 
not think  what  this  will  be!  Who  can  tell  what  fights,  what  ap- 
preheniions,  what  thoughts^  what  frames  believing  fouls  have> 
before  the  bodies  they  left  are  removed  from  the  eyes  of  their 
ilear  fiirviving  fiiends ! 

InR  2.  Are  believers  immediately  with  God  after  their  diflblu- 
tion  r  Where  then  Jhall  the  unbelievers  be^  and  in  nahatjlate  wiUthey 
findthemfelves  immediately  after  death  hath  clofed their  eyes F  Ah!  what 
will  the  cafe  of  them  be  that  go  the  other  way  ? 

To  be  plucked  out  of  houie  and  body,  from  among  friends  and 
comforts,  .and  thruft  into  endlefs  miferies,  into  the  dark  vault  of 
hell ;  never  to  fee  the  light  of  this  world  any  more ;  never  to  fee  a 
comfortable  fight ;  never  to  hear  a  joyful  found ;  never  to  know 
the  meaning  of  reft,  peace,  or  delight  any  more.  O  what  a  change 
Is  here  I  To  exchange  the  fmiles  ^d  honours  of  men,  for  the 
frowns  and  fury  of  God ;  to  be  clothed  with  flames,  and  drink 
the  pure  unmixed  ^wrath  of  God,  who  were  but  a  few  days  fincc 
clothed  in  filks,  and  filled  with  the  fweet  of  the  creature  !  How 
is  the  ftate  of  things  altered  with  them!  It  was  the  laipentable  cry 
of  poor  Adrian,  when  he  felt  death  approaching :  <<  O  my  poor 
**  wandering  foul !  alas  I  whither  art  thou  going !  Where  mufi: 
<<  thou  lodge  this  night !  Thou  fhalt  never  jeft  more,  never  be 
•«  merry  more!** 

.  Your  term  in  your  houfes  and  bodies  is  out,  and  there  is  ano- 
ther habitation  provided  for  you ;  but  it  is  a  difmal  one!  When  a 
faint  dies,  heaven  above  is  as  it  were  moved  to  receive  and  enter- 
tain him;  at  his  coming,  he  is  received  into  evcrlafting  habitations, 
into  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.  When  an  unt)elidVer 
dies,  we  may  fay  of  him,  alluding  to  Ifa.  xiv.  9.  «  Hell  from  be- 
^  neath  is  moved  for  him,  to  meet  him  at  his  coming  j  it  flirreth 
«<  up  the  dead  for  him.*'  No  more  fports,  nor  plays,  nor  cups  of 
wine,  nor  beds  of  pleafure :  the  more  of  thefe  you  enjoyed  here, 
the  more  intolerable  will  this  ^change  be  to  you.  If  faints  are  im- 
mediately with  God,  others  muft  be  immediately  with  Satan. 

Inf  3.  How  little  caufe  have  they  to  fear  deaths  Hvhofball  be  with 
God  fo  fion  after  their  death?  Some  there  are  that  tremble  at  the 
thoughts  of  death ;  that  cannot  endure  to  hear  its  name  mention- 
ed \  that  would  rather  ftoop  to  atiy  mifery  here,  yea,  to  any  fin, 
than  die,  bccaofe  they  are  afraid  of  the  exchange.  But  you  that 
Vol.  I.  3  E  '  ^ 
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hre  mterefted  in  Chrift,  need  not  do  fo ;  you  can  lofe  nothing  bj 
the  exchange:  the  words  Deaths  Grave^  and  Eterniiyy  fliould 
have  another  kind  of  found  in  your  ears,  and  make  contrary  im- 
preffions  upon  your  hearts.  If  your  earthly  tabernacles  caft  you  out» 
you  fiiaU  not  be  found  naked ;  you  have  <<  a  building  of  God,  an 
«  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens  -^  and  it  is 
but  aftep  out  of  this  into  that.  O  what  fair,  fweet,  and  lovely 
thoughts  flioi^ld  you  have  of  that  great  ahd  laft  change  I  But  wha^ 
'  (peak  I  of  your  fearlefsnefs  of  death  i  Tour  duty  lies  much  higher 
than  that  far. 

/w/I  3.  If  believers  are  immediateh  nvith  Godj  afier  their  diffJutitm^ 
then  it  is  their  duty  to  long  for  that  diffolution^  and  cafl  many  h  longing 
look  towards  their  graves.  So  did  Jr/if//,  /  defir^  to  te  diffolved^  and 
to  be  wifhChri/l,  which  is  far  better.  The  advantages  of  this  ex- 
change are  unfpeakable  :  You  have  gold  for  brafs ;  wine  for  water ; 
fubftance  for  fhadow  j  folid  glory  for  very  vanity.  Oh!  if  the  duft 
of  this  earth  were  but  once  blown  out  of  your  eyes,  that  you  m^ht 
fee  the  divine  glory,  how  weary  would  you  be  to  live  ?  How  wil- 
Bng  to  die  ?  But  then  be  iiire  your  title  be  found  and  good;  leave 
not  fo  great  a  concernment  to  the  laft;  for,  though  it  is  confefied, 
God  may  do  that  in  an  hour,  that  never  was  done  all  your  days, 
yet  it  is  not  ccnnmon  i  which  brings  to  our  third  and  laft  obfervar* 
tion. 

Doft.  3.  That  God  may  J  thongh  he  feldom  dcthy  prepare  men  for 
ghry  immediately  before  their  dijffolution  by  death. 

There  is  one  parable^  and  no  more,  that  fpeaks  of  fome  that 
were  called  at  the  laft  hour.  Matt.  xx.  9,  10.  And  there  is  this 
one  inftance  in  the  text,  and  no  more,  that  gives  us  an  account  of 
a  perfon  fo  called.  We  acknowledge  God  may  do  it,  his  grace  is 
his  own,  he  may  difpenie  it  how  and  where  he  pleafeth :  we  muft 
always  falve  divine  prerogative.  Who  fhall  fix  bounds,  of  put 
limits  to  free  grace,  but  God  himfelf,  whofe  it  is?  If  he  do  not  ordi- 
narily fhew  fuch  mercics  to  dying  finners  (as  indeed  he  doth  not) ; 
yet  it  is  not  becaufe  he  cannot,  but  becaufe  he  will  not  5  not  be- 
cauie  their  hearts  are  fo  hardened  by  long  cuftom  in  fin,  that  his 
^ce  cannot  break  them,  but  becaufe  he  moft  juftly  wfthholds 
that  grace  from  them.  When  blefled  Mr  Bilney,  the  martyr, 
heard  a  minifter  preaching  thus :  O  thou  old  finner,  thou  haft 
lain  thefe  fifty  years  rotting  in  thy  fin,  doft  thou  think  now  to  be 
feved  ?  That  the  blood  of  Chrift  ihall  fave  thee  ?  O,  faid  Mr 
Bilney,  what  preaching  of  Chrift  is  this  I  If  I  had  heard  no  other 
preaching  than  this,  what  had  become  of  me  ?  No,  no,  old  fin- 
ncg&,  or  ypung  finners^  great  or  fmall  finners,  are  not  to  be  beaten 
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off  from  Chrift,  but  encouraged  to  repentance  and  faith  •,  for  who 
knows  but  the  bowels  of  itiercy  i^iay  yearn  at  lail  upon  one  that 
hath  all  along  rejefted  it  ?  This  thief  was  as  unlikely  ever  to  re- 
ceive mercy,  but  a  few  hours  before  he  died,  as  any  perfon  in  the 
world  could  be. 

But  furely  this  is  no  encouragement  to  ncgleft  the  prefent  fea- 
fons  of  mercy,  becaufe  God  may  ihew  mercy  hereafter;  or  to 
negleft  the  ordinary,  becaufe  God  fomctimes  manifefts  his  grace 
in  ways  extraordinary.  Maiiy,  I  know,  have  hardened  thcmfelves 
in  ways  of  fin,  by  this  example  of  mercy.  But  what  God  did  at 
this  time,  for  this  man,  cannot  be  expefted  to  be  done  ordinarily 
for  us ;  and  the  reaibns  thereof  are : 

Reafon  i.  Fir/t,  Becaufe  God  hath  vouchfafed  us  the  ordinstfy 
and  fianding  means  of  grace,  which  this  finner  had  not  j  and 
therefore  we  cannot  expeA  fuch  extraordinary  and  unufual  con- 
verfion  as  he  had.  TWs  poor  creature  never  heard  in  all  likeli- 
hood, one  Sermon  preached  by  Chrift,  or  any  of  his  apoftlee :  He 
lived  the  life  of  a  highwj^man,  and  concerned  not  himfelf  about 
religion.  But  we  have  Chrift  preached  freely,  and  conftantly  in 
our  aflemblies :  "We  have  line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept.: 
And  when  God  affords  the  ordinary  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  he 
doth  not  ufe  to  work  wonders.^  When  Ifrael  was  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  then  God  gave  them  bread  from  heaven,  and  clave  the  rocks 
to  give  them  drink  5  but  when  they  came  to  Canaan,  where  they 
had  the  ordinary  means  of  fubfiftence,  the  manria  ceafed. 

Reafon  2.  Secondly^  Such  a  convcrfion  as  this,  may  not  be  or- 
dinarily expcAed  by  any  man,  becaufe  fuch  a  time  as  that  will 
never  come  again :  it  is  poiEble,  if  Chrift  were  to  die  again,  and 
thou  to  be  crucified  with  him,  thou  mighteft  receive  thy  conver- 
fion  in  fuch  a  miraculous  and  extraordinary  way  5  but  Chrift  dies 
no  more;  fuch  a  day  as  that  will  never  come  again. 

Mr  Fenncr,  in  liis  excellent  difcourfc  upon  this  point,  tells  us, 
That  as  thi?  was  an  extraordinary  time,  Chrift  being  now  to  be 
inftalled  in  his  kingdom,  and  crowned  with  glory  and  honour  | 
(b  extraordinary  things  were  now  done ;  as  when  kings  are  crown- 
ed, the  ftreets  are  richly  hanged,  the  conduits  run  with  wine, 
great  malefaAors  are  then  pardoned,  for  then  they  fhew  their 
munificence  and  bounty ;  it  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  their 
hearts.*  But  let  a  man  come  at  another  time  to  the  conduits,  he 
fliall  find  no  wine,  but  ordinary  water  there.  Let  a  man  be  in 
the  jail  at  another  time,  and  he  may  be  hanged  ;  yea,  and  have 
no  reafon  but  to  expeCt  and  prepare  for  it»  What  Chrift  did  now 
for  this  man,  was  at  an  extraordinary  time^ 

Reafon  3.  Thirdly^  Such  aconverfion  as^  this  may  not  ordinarily 
Vc  cxpefted;  for  as  fuch  a  time  will  never  come  again,  fo  thertf 
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will  never  be  the  like  re^fon  for  fbch  a  converfion  any  more: 
Chrift  converted  him  upon  the  crofs,  to  give  an  inftance  of  his 
divine  power  at  that  time,  when  it  was  aimoft  wholly  clouded : 
Xiook,  as  in  that  day  the  divinity  of  Chrift  brake  forth  in  feveral 
miracles,  as  the  preternatural  ecUpfe  of  the  fun,  the  great  earths 
quake,  the  rending  of  the  rocks  and  yail  of  the  temple;  fo  in  the 
converfion  of  this  man  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  way,  and  all,  to 
give  evidence  of  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  and  prove  him  to  be  the 
Son  of  God  whom  they  crucified;  but  that  is  now  (ufficiently 
confirmed,  ^4  there  wUl  be  no  more  pccafion  for  inira^Ies  to 
evidence  it, 

Reafon  4.  Fourfhlyy  None  hath  reafon  to  expefl  the  like  con*- 
verfion,  that  enjoys  the  ordinary  means;  becaufe,  though  in  this 
convert  we  have  a  pattern  of  what  free  grace  can  do,  yet,  as  di^ 
vines  pertinently  obferve,  it  is  a  pattern  without  a  promife  ;  God 
hath  not  added  any  promife  to  it,  that  ever  he  will  do  it  for  any 
other ;  and  where  we  have  not  a  promife  to  encourage  our  hope> 
iMir  hope  can  fignify  but  little  to  us. 

InfiTence  f .  Let  thofe  that  have  found  mercy  in  the  evening  (f  their 
life,  admire  the  extraordinary  grace  that  therein  hath  Appeared  to  them, 
P  that  ever  God  fhould  accept  the  bran,  when  iSatan  hath  had 
the  flojir  of  thy  days !  The  fore-mentioned  reverend  author  tells 
us  of  one  Marcus  Caius  Viftorius,  a  very  aged  man  in  the  primitive 
times,  who  was  converted  from  Heathenifm  to  Chriftianity  in  his 
old  age.  This^  man  came  to  Simplicianus,  a  minift^r,  and  tokl 
him,  he  heartily  owned  and  embraced  the  Chriftian  faith.  But 
lieither  he  nor  the  church  would  truft  him  for  a  long  time;  and 
the  reafon"  was,  the  unufualncfs  of  a  converfion  at  fuch  an  age. 
But  after  he  had  given  them  good  evidence  of  the  reality  thereof, 
there  were  acclamations  and  finging  of  Ffalms,  the  people  every 
where  crying,  Marcus  Caius  Viftorius  is  become  a  Chriftian.  Tin? 
was  written  for  a  wonder !  Oh  I  if  God  have  wrought  fuch  won- 
derous  falyation  for  any  of  you,  what  caufe  have  you  to  do  more 
for  him  than  othefs !  What !  to  pluck  you  out  of  hell  when  one 
foot  was  in  5  To  appear  to  you  at  laft,  when  fo  hardened  by  long 
cuftom  in  fin,  that  one  might  fay,  <^  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  hi^ 
<«  {kin,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  ?"  Qh!  what  riches  of  mercy 
have  appeared  to  you ! 

Iff*  2.  Let  this  convince  and  fartle fuch,  as  even  to  their  gray 
hairs,  remain  in  an  unconverted Jlate,  who  are  wh^e  they  luere  ivien 
they  firfl  came  into  the  world,  yea,  tather  further  off  by  much. 

Bethink  yourfelve^,  ye  that  are  full  of  days,  and  foU  of  fm» 
whofe  time  is  aimoft  done,  and  yoUr  great  work  not  begun  :  who 
katve  but  a  f(^w  fands  more  in  the  upper  part  of  the  glafs  to  ran 
4<?wn,  and  then  your  converfiop  will  be  impoffible ;  your  fun  19 
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letting  (  yoiir  night  b  con^g^  tlie  ihadows  of  the  evening  are 
ftretched  out  upon  you ;  you  h^ve  one  foot  in  the  grave»  and  the 
other  in  helL  O  think,  if  all  fcnfe  and  tendemefs  be  not  wither- 
ed up  as  well  as  natural  verdure  ;  think  with  yourfelves  how  fad  a 
cafe  you  are  in :  God  may  do  wonders,  but  they  &re  not  feen  .every" 
day,  then  they  would  ccafe  to  be  wondered  at.  O  ftrive,  ftrivc> 
while  you  have  a  little  time,  and  a  few  helps  and  means  more  i 
Arive  to  get  that  work  accompliihed  now  that  was  never  done  yet; 
defer  it  no  longer,  you  have  done  fb  too  nuich  already* 

It  may  be  (to  ufe  *Seneca*s  expreffion)  you  have  been  thefc  fixty, 
feventy,  or  eighty  years,  beginning  to  live,  about  to  change  your 
prance  ;  but  hitherto  you  ftiU  continue  the  fame.  Do  not  you 
iee  how  Satan  hath  gulled,  and  cheated  you  with  vaitl  purpofes, 
till  he  hath  brought  you  to  the  veryl)rink  of  the  grave  and  hell? 
O  it  is  time  now  to  make  a  ftand,  and  paufe  a  little  where  you  are, 
and  to  what  he  hath  brought  you.  The  Lord  at  laft  give  you  an  . 
eye  to  fee,  and  an  heart  to  coniider. 

Inf.  3.  JLaftly,  Let  this  he  a  call  and  caution  to  all  young  ones  to 
hegln  with  God  betimCf  and  tale  heed  of  delays  till  the  lafl^  fo  as  many 
thoufands  have  done  before  them  to  their  eternal  ruin.  Now  is  your 
time,  if  you  defire  to  be  in  Chrift ;  if  you  have  any  fenfe  of  the 
weight  and  worth  of  eternal  things  upon  your  hearts :  I  know  your 
age  is  voluptuous,  and  delights  not  In  the  ferious  thoughts  of  death 
and  eternity :  you  are  more  inclined  to  mind  your  pleafures,  and 
leave  thefe  grave  and  ferious  matters  to.  old  age :  but  let  me  per* 
fuade  you  againft  that,  by  thefe  conCderations. 

Firjly  O  fet  to  the  bufinefs  of  religion  now,  becaufe  this  is  the 
moulding  age.  Now  your  hearts  are  tender,  and  your  affeflions 
flowing :  now  is^the  time  when  you  are  moft  likely  to  be  wrought 
lipon. 

Secondly y  Now,  becaufe  this  b  the  freejl  part  of  your  time.  It  is 
in  the  morning  of  your  life,  as  in  the  morning  of  the  day :  if  a  man 
have  any  bufinefs  to  be  done,  let  him  take  the  morning  for  it  \ 
for,  in  the  after-part  of  the  day  a  hurry  of  bufinefs  comes  on,  fo 
that  you  either  forget  it,  or  want  opportunity  for  it. 

Thirdly,  Now,  becaufe  your  life  is  immediately  uncertain  /  you  are 
not  certain  that  ever  you  Ihall  attain  the  years  of  your  fathers? 
there  are  graves  in  the  church-yard  juft  of  your  length ;  and  fkulls 
of  all  forts  and  fizes  in  Golgotha,  as  the  Jews  proverb  is. 

Fourthly,  Now,  becaufe  God  will  not  fpare  you  becaufe  you  are  hut 
young  finnersy  little  fmners,  if  you  die  Chrijlkfs.  If  you  are  not, 
?is  you  think,  old  enough  to  mind  Chrift,   furely,  if  you  die 

?  SfMttr  vi^uri.     Always  jibuut  to  liyoi 
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ChriftldSr)  yott  are  old  enough  to  be  damned :  thei^e  is  the  finall 
ij}m,  iis  well  as  great  log$  in  the  fire  of  hell. 

Ftfihljy  Now,  bccaufe  your  life  nviUbe  the  more  eminetttly  ufeful^  and 
firviceable  to  God,  when  you  know  him  ietimes,  and  begin  nvith  htm  early, 
Auftin  repented,  and  ib  hare  many  thoufands  fince,  that  he  began 
fi>  late,  and  knew  God  no  fooner. 

^ Sixthly y  Now,  bccaufe  j»5«r  life  ttnll  be  thefufeeter  toyonj  when  the 
morning  of  it  is  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  The  firft  fruits  fanflify  the 
whole  harveft:  this  will  have  afweet  influence  into  all  your  days, 
whatever  changes,  ftraits,  6r  troubles  you  may  afterwards  meet 
with. 


SERMON   XXXUI. 

The  fourth  excellent  Saying  of  Christ  upon  the  QroTsi 
illuftrated. 

Matth.  xxvii.  46. 

And  about  the  ninth  hour  Jtfus  cried  with  a  loud  voice^  faying^  EB, 
Eli,  lama  fabachthani  j  that  is  to  fayi  My  God^  my  God^  nvby 
haji  thou  forfaken  me  f 

XHIS  verie  contains  the  fourth  memorable  faying  of  Chrift  up* 
on  the  crofs  j  words  able  to  rend  the  hardell  heart  in  the 
:  it  is  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  in  an  agony* ;  his  ftifitr- 
mgs  Were  great,  very  great  before,  but  never  in  that  extremity  as 
tiow ;  when  this  heaven-rending  and  heart-meltlAg  out-cry  brake 
from  him  upon  the  crofi,  /i7/,  £//,  lama  fabachthani  ?  In  whicli 
are  confideiable,  the  time,  matter,  and  manner  of  this  his  fad 
complaint. 

Firfy  Tlxc  time  when  it  was  uttered,  *«  about  the  ninth  hpur,*^ 
i.  e.  about  three  of  the  clock  afternoon.  For  as  the  Jews  divided 
the  night  into  four  quarters,  or  watches  ;  fb  they  divided  the  day, 
in  like  manner,  into  four  quarters,  or  greater  hours ;  which  had 
their  names  from  that  hour  of  the  day  that  clofed  the  quarter.  So 
that  beginning  their  account  of  their  lefler  hours  from  fix  in  the 
morning,  which  with  them  was  the  firft,  their  ninth  hour  anfwer- 
ed  to  our  third  afternoon.  And  this  is  heedfully  marked  by  the 
cvangelifts,  on  purpofe  to  (hew  us  how  long  Chrift  hanged  in  dif- 
trefs  upon  the  crofs,  both  in  foul  and  body,  which  at  le5l  was  fiiD 
■   : il— . — -^ 

*  I  know  tbcfe  tre  ihe  words  of  oac  in  agony,  and  in  the  utmoU  angulfb  of  fmil 
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three  hours  :  towards  the  aid  whereof  hi$  foul  wis  £>  ffled>  dii^ 

trefTed,  and  Qverwhelixied,  that  this  doleful  cry  brake  from  hs  (bul> 
in  bitter  anguiih,  «  My  Godt  my  God,''  &c. 

Secondly f  The  matter  of  the  compbdnt.  It  is  not  of  the  cnid 
tortures  he  felt  in  his  body^  nor  of  the  fcofis  and  reproaches  of  hit 
name ;  he  mentions  not  a  word  of  thefe^  they  were  all  fwaUowed 
up  in  the  fufferings  within^  as  the  pver  is  fwallowed  up  in  the  iea» 
or  the  leiler  flame  m  the  greater.  He  feems  to  negled  all  thefe^  . 
and  only  complains  of  what  was  more  burdenibmc  than  ten  thou« 
fand  crofles ;  even  his  Father's  deferthig  him»  '<  My  God,  my 
«  God,  why  haft  thou  fbriaken  me  ¥*  It  is  a  more  inward  trou« 
ble  that  burdens  him,  darknefs  upon  his  fpixit,  the  hidings  of  God's  - ' 
face  from  him,  an  affliAton  he  was  totally  a  firanger  to  till  now  ( 
here  he  lays  his  hand  in  this  complaint*  This  was  the  pained 
place)  to  which  he  points  in  this  dolorous  outcry. 

Thirdly^  The  manner  in  which  he  utters  his  fad  oomplaiAt,  and 
that  was  with  a  remarkable  vehemency,  «  be  cried  with  a  feud 
<<  voice,"  not  like  a  dying  man»  in  whom  nature  was  fpent,  but 
as  one  frill  of  vigour,  life,  and  lenfe.  He  gathered  all  his  fyvAXM 
together,  ftirred  up  the  whole  power  of  nature,  when^  he  made 
this  grievous  outcry.  There  is  in  it  alfo  an  empbatical  reduplication^ 
which  fhewB  with  what  Veheniency  it  was  uttered ;  not  iingly,  my 
God,  but  he  doubles  it,  <<  My  GcKd,my  God,"  as  diftrefied  pierfons 
life  to  do.  So  Elifha,  when  Elijah  was  feparated  from  him  by  the 
chariots  and  horfes  of  frre,  cries  out,  <<  My  father,  my  father." 

-  Nay,  moreover,  to  increafe  the  force  and  vehemency  of  this 
complaint,  here  is  an  afiedionate  interrogation,  <<  Why  haft  thou 
«  .forfaken  me  ?"  Queftions,  efpedally  fuch  as  this,  are  full  of ' 
fpirits.  It  is  as  if  he  were  furprifed  by  the  ftnmgeneis  of  this  af- 
fiiAion:  and  roufing  up  himfelf  with  an  miufual  vehemency,  turns 
himfelf  to  the  Father,  and  cries,  Why  fo,  my  Father  ?  O  what 
doft  thou  mean  by  this^!  What,!  hide  that  face  from  me  that  was 
never  hid  before  !  What!  ^nd  hide  it  from  me  now,  in  the  depth 
of  my  other  torments  and  troubles  !  O  what  new,  what  ftrange 
things  are  thefc  !  Laftly,  here  b  an  obfcrvable  variation  of  the 
language  in  which  this  aftonifhing  complaint  was  uttered  ;  for  he 
ipe^  both  Hebrew  and  Syriac  in  one  breath,  £//,  £//',  lama^  are  all 
Hebrew,  fabachtham  is  a  Syriac  word,  ufcd  here  for  emf^afis  fake. 
Hence  we  obferve, 

DoA.  That  God  in  defign  to  heighten  the  ftiffcrings  of  Chrj/i  to  the 
uttermoft^  forfook  htm  in  the  time  of  his  greatefi  diftrefs  ;  to  the 
unfpeakable  (^iBion  and  angujfb  ofhisfmL 

This  proportion  (hall  be  con^dcrcd  in  three  parts :  The  defertion 
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jtfelf ;  the  defign  or  end  of  it  \  the  f;^^  and  influence  it  had  (» 
Chrift. 

Firjl^  The  defertion  itfelf.  Divine  defertion  generally  confider- 
ed^  is  God's  withdrawing  himfelf  from  anf^  not  as  to  his  eflencei 
that  fills  heaven  and  earth,  and  conftantly  remains  the  iame }  but 
it  is  the  withdrawment  of  his  favour,  grace,  and  love  r  when  thefe 
are  gone,  God  is  faid  to  be  gone«  And  this  is  done  two  ways,  ei- 
ther abfolutely,  and  wholly,  or  refpe^vely,  and  only  as  to  mani* 
feftatjon.  In  the  firft  fenfe,  devils  are  foHaken  of  God.  They 
once  were  in  his  favour  and  love,  but  they  have  utterly  and  finally 
loft  it.  God  is  fo  withdrawn  from  them,  as  that  he  will  never 
take  them  into  favour  any  more.  In  the  other  fenfe  he  ibmetimes 
forfakes  his  deareft  children,  i«  e.  he  removes  all  fweet  manifefia* 
tlons  of  his  &vour  and  love  for  a  time,  and  carries  it  to  them  as  a 
ftranger,  though  his  krve  be  ftill  the  fame.    - 

And  this  kmd  of  defertion^  which  is  refpe£tive,  temporary,  and 
only  in  regard  of  manifeflation,  is  juftly  diftinguifhed  from  theva* 
rious  ends  and  defigns  of  it,  into  probaiionalj  cautionaJ,  cafiigatmjf 
^Md  penal.  Prebational  defertions  are  only  for  the  proof  and  trial 
of  grace.  Cautional  defertions  are  defigned  to  prevent  fin.  Cq/H' 
gatory  defertions  are  God's  rods  to  chaftife ,  his  people  for  fin. 
Penal  defertions  are  fuch  as  are  infliAed  as  tlie  juft  reward  of  fin, 
for  the  reparation  of  that  wrong  finners  have  done  by  their  fins. 
Of  tliis  fort  was  Chrift's  defertion.  A  part  of  the  curie,  and  a 
fpecial  part.  And  his  bearing  it  was  no  fmall  part  of  the  rqnra- 
tion,  or  fatisfiidtion  he  made  for  our  fins.      , 

More  particularly,  to  open  the  nature  of  this  defertion  of  Chrift 
by  his  Father,  there  being  much  of  intricacy  and  difiiculty  in  it ; 
I  fhall  proceed  in  the  explication  of  it  negatively^  zadpo/itpwly. 

Firfty  Negatively,  When  Chrift  cries  out  of  God's  foriaking 
him,  he  doth  not  mean,  that  he  had  dijfdvei  the  perfinal  union  of 
the  two  natures.  Not  as  if  the  marriage-knot  which  united  oar 
nature  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift  was  loofed,  or  a  divorfe  made  b&* 
twixt  them  :  No,  for  when  he  was  forfaken  of  God,  he  was  ftili 
true  and  real  God-man  in  one  perfon. 

Secondly,  When  Chrift  bewails  the  Father's  fbrfaklng  him,  he 
doth  not  mean,  that  he  pulled  away  the  prep  rf  divine  fuppori  from 
him,  by  which  he  had  till  then  endiu*ed  the  tortures  and  fuflferings 
that  opprefTed  him  :  no,  though  the  Father  deferted,  yet  he  flill 
fupported  him.  And  fo  much  is  intimated  in  thefe  words  of 
Chrift,  -£//,  £/r,  which  fignifies  my  ftrong  Ope,  my  flrong  One. 
God  was  with  him  by  %vay  of  fupport,  when  withdrawn  as  to  ma- 
nifeftations  of  love  and  favour.  In  rcfpeft  of  God*s  fupporting 
prefence  wliich  was  with  Chrift  at  this  time,  it  is  faid,  Ifa.  xUi.  t. 
<•  ]Pehold  my  fervant,  whom  I   uphold:"  and   John  xvi.  32. 
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<^  I  am  not  alone,  but  my  father  is  with  m^**    So  that  this  can- 
not be  the  meaning  of  it. 

Thirdly^  Much  Icis  is  it  his  meaning,  that  God  had  Ufi  him,  af 
to  inherent  grace  and  fatiBification  $  recalling  that  fpirit  of  holinefs 
which  had.  anointed  him  above  his  fellows/,  no,  when  he  was 
forfaken,  be  remained  as  holy  as  ever:  he  had  indeed  lefs^com* 
fort,  but  not  lefs  holinefs  than  before.  Such  a  defertion  had  irri- 
tated and  made  void  the  very  end  of  his  death.  And  his  fa^ 
crifice  coald  never  have  yielded  fuch  a  fragrant  odour  to  God  as  it 
did,  Eph.  V.  2* 

Fourthly^  The  love  of  God  was  not  fo  withdrawn  from  Chrift^ 
as  that  the  Father  had  notu  no  love  for  him,  nor  delight  in  him. 
That  is  impoffible,  he  can  no  more  ceafe  to  love  Chrift,  than  to 
love  I^felf«  His  love  was  not  turned  into  wrath  \  though  his 
wrath  only  was  now  manifefted  to  him  as  our  furety^  and  hid  his 
love  from  him,  as  his  beloved  Son* 

Fi/thfyf  Nor  was  Chnikfor/ahen  by  his  Father  finally^  upon  what 
account  foever  it  was  that  he  was  forfaken :  no,  it  was  but  for  a 
few  hours  that  the  dark  cloud  dwelt  upon  his  foal ;  it  foon  pailed 
away,  and  the  bright  and  glorious  face  of  God  fhone  forth  again 
as  bright  as  ever,  Pfal.  xxii.  i,  24.  compared. 

Sixthly^  and  laftly,  It  was  not  a  mutual  defertion^  or  a  defertion 
on  both  parts  ^  the  Father  forfook  him,  but  he  forfook  not  his 
Father.  When  God  withdrew,  he  (oUowed  him,  crying,  <*  My 
«  God,  my  God/* 

Yet  to  fpeak  pofitively  of  it ;  though  he  did  not  diflblve  the  per- 
fcmal  union,  nor  cut  off  divine  fupports,  nor  remove  his  inherent  ' 
grace,  nor  turn  hb  Father's  love  into  hatred,  nor  continue  for 
ever,  nor  yet  was  it  on  both  parts,  Chrift's  forfaking  God,  as  well 
as  God's  forfaking  Chrift :  yet  I  fay  it  was, 

Firft^  A  very  fad  defertion^  the  like  unto  which  in  all  refpefts 
never  was  experienced  by  any,  nor  can  be  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
All  his  other  fuffcrings  were  but  fmall  to  this ;  th^  bore  upon 
his  body,  this  upon  his  foul ;  they  came  from  the  hands  of  vile  men^ 
this  from  the  hands  of  a  dear-  Father.  He  fufFcred  both  in  body 
and  foul  5  but  the  fufferings  of  his  foul  were  the  very  foul  of  his 
/iiiierings.  Under  ail  his  other  fufierings  he  opened  not  his 
mouth ;  but  this  touched  the  quick,  that  he  could  not  but  cry  out^ 
«<  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  fne  ?*' 

Secondly^  As  it  was  fad,  fo  /'/  was  a  penal  defcrtiofi^  infiiAed  on  him 
for  fatisfa^on  for  thofe  fins  of  ours,  wluch  deferved  that  God 
ihould  fbrfake  us  for  ever,  as  the  damned  are  forfaken  by  him.  So 
that  this  cry  (as  one  obferves)  was  like  the  perpetual  fbriek  of  them 
that  arc  caft  away  for  ever :  this  was  that  hell,  and  the  torments 

Vol.  I.  3  F 
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of  It,  whkh  Chrift,  our  furcty,  fnflfered  for  us.  For  look,  as  there 
lies  a  twofold  mifeiy  t|pon  the  damned  in  hell,  Ti2^  pain  of  fenfe^ 
ixttdpain  qf  io/s  ;  fo  upon  Chrift  ttifwefably,  there  was  not  only  an 
imprefjton  of  ivratt,  but  alfo  aJubtraBion  or  %uithdranvment  of  albfrrf" 
fible  favour  and  love.  Hence  it  is  faid  by  himfelf,  John  xii,  27. 
And  now  my  foul,  TiT«pa»r»»,  is  troubled.  The  word  (ignifies, 
troubled  as  they  they  that  are  in  hell  are  troubled.  Though  God 
did  not  leave  his  Ibul  in  hell,  as  others  are,  he  having  enough  to 
pay  the  debt  which  they  have  not,  yet  in  the  torments  thereof,  at 
this  time,  he  was;  yea,  h's  fufferin^  at  this  time  in  his  foul  were 
equivalent  to  all  that  which  our  fouls  ihould  have  fufiered  there 
to  all  ctamity. 

Thirdly^  It  was  a  defertion  that  Was  realy  and  not  fiBitious* .  He 
doth  npt  perfonate  a  deferted  foul,  and  fpeak  as  ¥i  God  had  with- 
drawn the  comfortable  fenfe  and  influence  of  his  love  from  him  \ 
but  the  thing  was  fo  indeed.  The  Godhead  reftrained  and  kept 
back,  for  this  time,  all  its  joys,  comforts,  and  fenfe  of  love  from 
(he  manhood,  yielding  it  nothing  but  fupport.  This  Ktter  dole^ 
fill  outcry  of  Chrift  gives  evidence  enough  of  the  reality  of  it :  he 
did  nxAfeigHy  hoi  feel  the  burdenfomenefs  of  it. 

Fourthly^  This  defertion  fell  out  in  the  time  (f  Chri/Fs  greateft  need 
of  comfort  that  ever  he  had  in  all  the  time  pfhis  life  on  earth*  His  Fa- 
ther forfook  him  at  that  time,  when  all  earthly  comforts  had  for* 
faken  him,  and  all  outward  evils- had  broken  in  together  upon  him; 
when  men,  yea,  the  beft  of  men  flood  afar  off,  and  none  but  bar- 
barous enemies  were  about  him*  When  pains  and  ihame,  and  all 
miferies  even  weighed  him  down;  then,  even  then,  to  complete 
and  fiH  up  his  fufferings,  God  flands.a£au- off  too* 

Fifthly i  and  lajlly^  It  %vas  fuch ,  a  defertim  as  left  him  only  U  the 
fupport s  of  his  faith.  He  had  nothiqg  elfe  now  bat  his  Father's 
covenant  and  promife  to  hang  upon.  And  indeed,  as  a  judicious 
author  f  pertinently  obferves,  tlio  faith  of  Chrift  did  fevcral 
ways  aft  and  manifeft  itfelf,  in  thefe  very  words  of  complaint  in 
the  text. 

For  though  all  comfortable  fights  of  God  and  fenfe  of  love  were 
obfVrufted,  yet  you  fee  his  foul  cleaves  fiducially  to  Godfbr  all  that: 
My  God  J  &c.  Though  fenfe  and  feeling  fpeak  as  well  as  faith,  yet 
fiithfpeahftfly  My  Cody  before  fenfe  fpeafa'a  word  of  hisYorfakiD|. 
His  faith  prevented  the  complaint  of  fenfe;  and  though  fenfe 
comes  in  afterwards  with  a  word  of  complaint,  yet  here  are  two 
words  of  faith  to  ohe  of  fenfe :  it  is,  «<  My  God,  my  God,**  and 

*  It  if  not  in  a  fidittous  and  theatrical  manacr,  that  he  lamcctt  }us  b^ng  ^ 
icrted  of  the  Father ;  and  what  feme  maintain,  that  be  fpoke  thoa,  accordiof  (• 
the  opinion  of  the  vulgar,  is  a  foolifh  cavil.     Ca/vui. 

t  Mjr  Cafe*s  Cerredioni  iufbudion/ p.  51,  5^ 
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but  one  word  of  fbrfak^ig.  As  his  faith  fpake  firft,  fo  it  fpake 
twice,  when  ^nfe  and  feeling  fpake  but  once :  yea,  and  as  hixh 
fpake  firft>  and  twice  as  much  as  fenie>  fo  it  fpake  more  confix 
dently  than  fenfe  did.  He  lays  a  confident  claim  to  God  as  his 
God  i  "  My  God,  my  God,"  and  only  queries  about  his  forfaking 
of  him,  «  Why  haft  thou  forfaken  me?*'  This  is  fpoken  more  du- 
bioufly,  the  former  more  confidently. 

To  be  fhort,  his  faith  laid  hold  on  God,  under  a  moft  fuitable 
title,  or  attribute,  £//,  iVi,  «  my  ilrong  One,  my  ftrong  One,"  " 
q.  d.  O  thou,  with  whom  b  infinite  and  everlafting  fbength ; 
thou  that  haft  hitherto  fiipported  my  manhood,'  and  according  to 
thy  promife  upheld  thy  fervant ;  what !  wilt  thou  now  forfake  me  i 
My  ftrong  One,  I  lean  upon  thee.  '  To  thefe  fupports  and  refuges 
of  fiiith  this  defertion  (hut  up  Chrift :  by  thefe  things  he  ftood, 
when  all  other  viiihle  and  fenfible  comforts  fhrunk  away,  both 
from  his  foul  and  body.  This  is  the  true,  though  brief  account  of 
the  nature  and  quality  of  Chrift's  defertion. 

Secondly^  In  the  next  place,  let  us  confider  the  defigns  and  ends 
of  it;  \7hichwex:tprmcipz\lj/atLffa^Mznd/an^ifoation:  Satisfac- 
tion for  thofe  fins  of  ours  which  deferved  that  we  ihould  be  totally 
and  everlaftingly  forfaken  of  God.  This  is  the  defert  of  every  fin, 
and  the  damned  do  feel  it,  and  ihall  to  all  eternity:  God  is  gone' 
fi-om  them  for  ever,  not  efientially ;  the  juft  God  is  with  them 
ftill,  the  God  of  power  is  ftill  with  them,  the  avenging  God  is  ever 
with  them  $  but  the  merciful  God  is  gone,  and  gone  for  ever. 
And  thus  would  he  have  withdrawn  himfelf  from  every  foul  that 
finned,  had  not  Chrift  borne  that  puniihment  for  us  in  his  own 
foul :  If  he  had  not  cried,  <<  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou 
<*  forfaken  me  i"  we  muft  have  howled  out  this  hideous  complaint 
in  the  loweft  hell  for  ever,  O  righteous  God !  O  dreadful  I  O 
terrible  God  !  thou  haft  for  ever  forfaken  me  I 

And  as  fatisfa6tion  was  defigned  in  this  defertion  of  Chrift,  £0 
alfo  was  the  fanAification  of  all  the  defertions  of  the  faints  defign- 
ed in  it.  For  he  having  been  forfaken  before  us,  and  for  us,  when- 
ever God  forfakes  us,  that  very  forfaking  of  his  is  fandtified,  and 
thereby  turned  into  a  mercy  to  believers.  Hence  are  all  the  pre- 
cious froits  and  tffc&s  of  our  defertions :  fuch  are  ^he  eameft^  exci- 
tations of  the  foul  to  prayer,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  2.  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  i,  9. 
The  antidoting  the  tempted  foul  againft  fin.  The  reviving  of  an- 
cient experiences,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  5.  Enhancing  the  value  of  the  di- 
vine prefence  with  the  foul,  and  teaching  it  to  hold  Chx4ft  failer 
than  ever  before.  Cant.  iii.  i,  a,  3, 4,  5.  Thelc,  and  many  more, 
are  the  precious  effe£b  of  fon^fied  defertion  v  but  how  many,  or 
how  good  foever  thefe  effe£b  are,  tliey  all  owe  themfelves  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  the  author  of  them;.who>  for  our  (akes^  would  pais 
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through  this  fad  and  dark  ftate,  that  we  might  find  thofe.  bleffiogs 
in  it.  So  then,  the  Godhead's  fufpending  of  all  the  efit^bof  joy 
bnd  comfn-t  from  the  humanity  di  Chrift  at  this  timej  which  had 
not  ceafed  to  flow  into  it,  in  azi  ineflable  meafure  and  manner,  till 
now,  miift  needs  be  both  a  fpecial  part  of  Chrift's  fatisfaftion  &r 
us,  and,  confequently,  that  which  makes  all  our  temporary  defer« 
tk)ns  rather  mercies  and  blefilngs,  than  curfes  to  us. 

Thirdly^  Let  us,  in  the  next  place,  coniider  the  effeAs  and  in- 
fluence this  defertion  had  upon  thefpirit  ofChrifl:. 

And  though  it  did  not  drive  him  to  defpair^  as  the  Papifts  £alflj 
charge  Mr  Calvin  to  have  afl^med ;  yet  it  even  amazed  him,  and 
almofl  fwalloved  up  his  foul  in  the  deeps  of  trouble  and  confter* 
nation.  This  cry  is  a  cry  from  the  deeps,  from  a  foul  opprcfiW 
even  to  death.  Never  was  tlie  Lord  Jdus  fo  put  to  it  b«iiforc  \  it 
is  a  mod  aftonifhing  outcry.. 

Let  but  five  particulars  be  weighed,  and  you  wiD  fay,  never  waf 
'  -  there  any  darknefs  like  this  \  no  forrow  like  Chrift's  forrow  in  hit 
deferted  ftate :  For, 

Firfty  Apprehend,  reader,  this  was  a  new  tiling  to  Chrift^  and 
that  which  he  never  was  acquainted  with  before.  From  all  eter- 
nity until  now  there  had  been  condant  and  wonderful  outlets  of 
love,  delight,  and  joy,  from  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  into  his 
boTom.  He  never  mifled  his  Father  before :  never  faw  a  frown, 
or  a  veil,  upon  that  bleiTed  face  before*  This  made  it  an  hea\7 
burden  indeed,  the  words  are  words  of  admiration  and  aftonlfn- 
ment  \  «  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  tiiou 
tliat  never  didft  fo  before,  haft  forfaken  me  now. 

Secondly^  As  it  was  a  new  thing  to  Chrift,  and  therefore  the 
more  amazing,  fo  it  was  a  great  thing  to  Chrift ;  fo  great,  that  ]ic 
fcarce  knew  how  to  fupport  it.  Had  it  not  been  a  great  trial  in- 
deed, fo  great  a  fpirit  as  Chrift's  was  would  never  have  fo  drooped 
under  it,  and  mad^  (6  fad  a  complaint  of  it.  It  was  (b  fliarp,  To 
heavy  an  aflli£tion  to  his  ibul,  that  it  caufed  him,  who  was  meek 
mider  all  other  fufterings  as  a  lamb,  to  roar  under  this  like  a  lionj 
for  fo  much  thofe  words  of  Chrift  fignify,  Pfal.  xidi.  i.  "  My  God, 
*<  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?  Why  art  thou  fo  far 
*<  from  the  voice  of  ray  roaring  r"  It  comes  from  a  root,  that 
fignifies  "  to  howl,  or  roar  as  a  lion ;  and  rather  flgnifies  the 
«♦  noife  made  by  a  wild  beaft,  than  the  voice  of  a  man*." 

And  it  is  as  much  as  if  Chrift  had  faid,  O  my  God,  no  word* 
can  exprefs  my  anguiih  :  I  will  not  fpcak,  but  roar,  howl  out  my 
complaint;  pour  it  out  in  voUies  of  groans :  I  roar  as  a  lion.  It  is 
no  fmall  matter  will  make  that  majdtic  creature  to  roar :  and  fure, 

^  J^-^uod  rwvifum  vocdt,  Mon  bHmanam^  Jed  UtKiuam  wamfgmjficat,    Boccf  in  loc 
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fo  great  z  fpirit  as  Chrift's  would  not  have  roared  under  a  flight 
burden. 

TMrJ/y,  As  it  was  a  great  burden  to  Chrift,  fo  it  was  a  burden 
laid  on  in  the  time  of  his  greateft  diftrefs.  When  his  body  was  in 
tortures^  and  all  about  him  was  blacki  difinal,  and  full  of  horror 
and  darknefs.  He  fell  into  this  defertion  at  a  time  when  he  never 
had  the  like  need  of  divine  fupports  and  comforts^  and  that  aggra^ 
vated  it. 

Fourthly,  It  was  a  burden  that  lay  upon  him  long,  even  finom 
the  time  his  foul  began  to  be  forrowfiil  and  fore  amazed  in  the 
garden^  till  his  very  death.  If  yon  were  but  to  hold  your  finger 
in  the  fire  for  two  minutes,  you  would  not  be  able  to  bear  it.  But 
what  b.the  finger  of  a  man  to  the  foul  of  Chrift  ?  Or  what  is  a 
material  fire  to  the  wratir  of  the  great  God ! 

Fifthly f  So  heavy  was  this  preflure  upon  Chrift's  foul,  that  in 
all  probability  it  haftened  his  death  \  for  it  was  not  ufual  for  cru- 
cified perlbns  to  expire  fo  foon  \  and  thofe  that  were  crucified 
with  him  were  both  alive  after  Chrift  was  gone.  Some  have  hang- 
ed more  than  a  day  and  a  night,  fome  two  full  days  and  nights,  in 
thofe  torments,  alive  •,  but  never  did  any  feel  inwardly  what  Chrift 
felt.  He  bare  it  till  the  ninth  hour,  and  then  makes  a  fearful  out* 
cry,  and  dies.     The  ufes  follow. 

Inference  I.  Did  God  forfake  Chrift  upon  the  crofs  as  a  punilh- 
ment  to  him  for  our  fins  ?  Then  it  follows,  That  as  often  as  we 
have  finned,  fo  oft  have  %ve  defervedto  heforfaken  of  God*  This  is  the 
juft  recompence  and  demerit  of  fin.  And,  indeed,  here  lies  the 
principle  evil  of  fin,  that  it  feparates  betwixt  God  and  the  foul. 
This  feparation  is  both  the  moral  evil  that  is  in  it,  and  the  penal 
evil  inflifted  by  the  t;ighteous  God  for  it.  By  fin  we  depart  from 
God,  and,  as  a  due  ptmiftiment  of  it,  God  departs  from  iis.  This 
will  be  the  difmal  fentence4n  the  laft  day.  Mat.  xxv.  **  Depart 
^'  from  me,  ye  curfed."  Thenceforth  there  will  be  a  gulph  fixed 
betwixt  God  and  them,  Luke  xix.  20.  No  more  friendly  inter- 
courfes  with  the  bleiltd  God  for  ever.  The  eternal  fhriek  of  the 
damned  is.  Wo  and  alas,  God  hath  forfaken  us  for  evermore.  Ten 
4houfand  worlds  can  nowife  recompenfe  the  lois  of  one  God.  Be- 
ware, finners,  how  you  fay  to  God  now.  Depart  from  us,  we  deftre 
not  the  knowledge  of  thy  %uays,  left  he  fey.  Depart  from  me,  you  fhal! 
fieyer  fee  my  face. 

Inf.  2,  Did  Chrift  never  make  fuch  a  fad  complaint  and  outcry^ 
tin  God  hid  his  face  from  him  ?  Then  the  hiding  of  Go£sface  is 
certainly  the  greatefl  mifery  that  can  po/Jibly  befal  a  gracious  foul  in  this 
^vorld.  When  they  fcourged,  buffeted,  and  fmote  Chrift,  yea, 
when  they  nailed  him  to  the  tree,  he  opened  not  his  mouth ;  but 
wheq  his  father  hid  hi3  face  from  Wm,  then  he  cried  out  j  ye^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


414  I  The  Fwntain  of  Lifi.  Sbrm.  XXXUI. 

liis  voice  was  the  voice  of  roaring  :  this  was  more  to  him  than  a 
thoufand  crucifyings.  *  And,  furely,  as  it  was  to  Chriftj  fo  is  it  to 
all  gcacious  ibvds,  the  faddeft  (broke,  the  heavieft  burden  that  ever 
they  felt.  When  David  forbad  Abfaloni  to  coaie  to  Jerufalem, 
IQ  fee  his  fatheri  he  complains  in  2  Sam*  xiv.  32*  <<  Wherefore^ 
<<  (faith  he,)  am  I  come  from  Ge0iur,  if  I  may  not  fee  the  king's 
*<  face?"  So  doth  the  gracious  foul  bemoan  itfelf^  Wherefore 
am  I  redeemed,  called,  and  reconciled,  if  I  may  not  fee  the  face 
of  my  God? 

It  is  faid  of  Tully,  when  he  was  baniihed  from  Italy,  and  of 
Pemofthenes,  wh^i  he  was  baniihed  from  Athens,  that  they  wept 
every  time  they  looked  towards  their  owti  country :  and,  is  it 
firaiige  that  a  poor  deferted  believer  ihould  mourn  every  time  he 
looks  heaven->ward  ?  Say,  Chriftian,  did  the  tears  never  trickle 
down  tky  cheeks  when  thou  lookedft  towards  heaven,  and  couldft 
not  fee  the  face  of  thy  God,  as.  at  other  times  ?  If  two  dear  friends 
cannot  part,  tliough  it  be  but  for  a  feafon,  but  chat  parting  mofi 
be  in  a  ibower ;  blame  not  the  faints  if  they  figh  and  mourn  bit- 
terly when  the  Lord,  who  is  the  Ufe  of  their  life,  depart,  though 
but  for  a  ieafon,  from  them }  for  if  God  depart,  their  fweeteft  en- 
joyment on  earth,  the  very  crown  of  all  -dieir  comforts  is  gone, 
and  what  will  a  king  take  in  exchange  for  his  crown  ?  What  can 
recompenfe  a  faint  for  the  lofs  of  his  God  I  Indeed,  if  they  had 
never  feen  the  Lord,  or  taftcd  the  incomparable  fweetncfs  of  his 
prefence,  it  were  another  matter ;  but  the  darknefs  which  follows 
the  fweeteft  light  of  his  countenance,  is  double  darknefs. 

And  that  which  doth  not  a  little  incrcafe  the  horror  of  this 
darknefs  is,  that  when  their  fouls  were  thus  benighted,  and  the 
fun  of  their  comfort  is  fet ;  then  doth  Satan,  like  the  wild  beafts 
of  the  defert,  creep  out  of  his  den,  and  roar  ,upon  them  with 
hideous  tepiptations.  Surely  this  is  a  fad  ftate,  and  d^iervos  ten- 
der pity!  Pity  is  a  debt  due  to  the  diftreffed,  and  the  world  (hews 
not  a  greater  diftrefs  than  tliis.  If  ever  you  have  been  in  trouWes 
of  this  kind  yourfelves,  you  will  never  flight  others  in  the  fame 
cafe  :  nay,  one  end  of  God's  exerciiing  you  with  troubles  of  this 
nature,  is  to  teach  you  compafiion  towards  others  in  the  fame  cafe* 
Do  they  not  cry  to  you,  as  Job  xix.  ai.  «  Have  pity?  fca^e  pity 
«  upon  me,  O  ye  my  friends,  for  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched 
<«  me."  Draw  forth  bowels  of  mercy  and  tender  compafiion  to 
them  i  for,  cither  you  have  been,  or  are,  or  may  be  in  the  fame 
cafe  yourfelves:  however,  if  men  do  not,  to  be  fure,  Chrift,  that 
hath  felt  it  before  them,  and  for  them,  .will  pity  them. 

Inf.  3.  Did  God  really  foriake  Jcfus  Chrift  upon  the  crofi  ?  Tbtn 
from  the  d^fertion  of  Chrift^  f^gt^t*''  confolation  firings  up  toibtpczfk 
of  God:  yciij  manifold  coffolation.   Principally  it  is  a  fuppprt  in  thele 
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two  refpe^,  as  it  is  preventive  of  your  final  dcrcition  and  a 
comfortable  pattern  to  you  in  your  prcfent  fad  defertions. 

Firfty  Chrift's  defertion  is  preventive  of  your  final  defcrtion :  be- 
caufe  he  was  forfaken  for  a  time,  you  fliall  not  be  forfaken  for 
ever:  for  he  was  forfaken  for  you:  and  God's  foifaking  him, 
though  but  for  a  few  hours,  is  equivalent  to  his  forfaking  vou  for 
ever.  It  is  every  wav  as  much  for  the  dear  Son  of  God,  tnc  dar- 
ling  delight  of  his  loul,  to  be  forfaken  of  God  for  a  time;  as  if 
fuch  a  poor  inconfiderable  thing  as  thou  art,  fhould  be  caft  oSto 
eternity..  Now  this  being  eqiuvalent,  and  borne  in  thy  roorn^ 
muft  needs  give  thee  the  higheft  fecurity  in  the  world,  that  God 
will  never  finally  withdraw  firom  thee :  had  he  intended  t6  have 
done  fo,  Chrift  had  never  made  fuch  a  fad  outcry  as  you  hear  this 
day,  '*  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  mi  ?** 

Secondly^  Moreover,  this  ftd  defertion  of  Chrift  become  a  com- 
fortable ^fl//^r«  to  poor  deferted  fouls  indhrers  refpeftsij^and  the 
proper  bufinefs  of  fuch  fouls,  at  fuch  times,  is  to  eye  it  believingly, 
in  thefe  fix  refpefts. 

-K5/?,Th6ugh  God  deferted  Chrift,  yet  at  the  fame  rime  hepow^r- 
fully  fiipported  him:  his  omnipotent  arms  were  under  him,  thougji 
his  pleafed  face  Was  hid  from  him :  he  had  not  indeed  his  fmiles, 
but  he  had  his  fupports.  So,  Chriftian,  juft  fo  fliaH  k  be  with 
thee :  thy  God  faiay  turn  away  his  face,  but  he  will  not  pluck  awajr 
his  arm.  When  one  aiked  holy  Mr  Baines,  how  the  cafe  (tood 
with  his  foul,  he  anfwered,  fupports  I  have,  tho^  fu/tvities  I  want. 
Our  father,  in  this,  deals  with  us,  as  we  ourfelves  fometimes  do 
with  a  child  that  is  ftubbom  and  rebellious.  "We  turft  him  out  of 
doors,  and  bid  hiiA  begone  out  of  our  fight :  and  there  he  fighs 
and  weeps ;  but  however,  for  the  humbling  of  him,  we  will  not 
prefently  take  him  into  houfe  and  favour :  yet  we  Order,  or  at  leaft, 
permit  the  fervants  to  carry  him  meat  and  drink.  Here  is  filtherly 
care  and  fupport  \  though  no  former  fmiles,  or  manifefted  delights. 
.  Secondly,  Though  God  deferted  Chrift,  yet  he  defei-ted  Jiot 
God  :  his  Father  forfookhiin,  but  he  could  not  forfake  his  Father, 
but  follbwed  him  with  this  cry,  ^«  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft 
»^  thou  forfaken  me?"     ^ 

And  is  it  not  even  (o  with  you  ?  God  goes  oflrfix)m  your  fouls, 
but  you  cannot  go  off  from  him.  No,  your  hearts  are  mourning 
after  the  Lord,  feeking  him  carefully  with  tears;  complaining  Ot 
his  abfence,  as  the  greateft  evil  in  this  world.  This  is  thrift-like : ' 
io  it  was  with  the  fpoufe,  Cant.  iii.  i,  2.  Her  beloved  had  with- 
drawn himfelf,  and  was  gone  j  'but  was  fhe  content  to  part  with 
"him  f(3L?  No  fuch  thing.     ^«  By  night,  on  my  bed,  I  fought  him 
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5<  wham  my -foul  loveth;  I  fought  him,  but  I  ibimd  hhnnot ;  I 
«  wUi  arife  now,  and  go  about  the  city,*'  &C4 

Thirjfyj  Though  God  forfook  Chrift,  yet  he  returned  to  hinv 
dgam.  It  was  but  for  a  time,  not  for  ever.  In  this  aifb  doth  his 
defertion  parallel  yours.  God  may,  for  feveral  wife  and  holy 
reafons,  hide  his  hct  from  you,  out  not  fb  as  it  is  hid  from 
the  damned,  who  fhall  never  fee  it  again.  This  cloud  vnll  pafs 
away  \  this  night  ihali  have  a  bright  morning :  <<  For  (faith  thy 
<«  God)  I  will  not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  I  be  always 
«  wroth  ;  for  the  fpirit  fhall  fail  before  me,  and  the  fouls  which 
«  I  have  made.'*  As  if  he  fhould  fay,  I  may  contend  with  him  (or 
a  time,  to  humble  him,  but  not  for  ever,  leil,  inftead  of  a  fad 
child,  I  fhould  have  a  dead  child.  Oh  the  tendemefs  even  of  a 
difpleafed  father ! 

Fourthly^  Though  God  forfook  Chrifl,  yet  at  that  time  he  could 
juflify  God,  So  you  read,  PfaL  xxii.  2,  3.  "  O  my  God  (faith he) 
«  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou  heareft  not;  and  in  the  night- 
<'  feafbn,  and  am  not  filent :  but  thou  art  holy.'*  Is  not  thy  fpi- 
rit, according  to  the  meafure,  framed  like  Chriffs  in  this  ;  canft 
thou  not  fay,  even  when  he  writes  bitter  things  againfl  thee,  he  is 
a  holy,  faithful,  and  good  God  for  all  this  ?  I  am  deferted  but 
not  wronged.  There  is  not  one  drop  of  injuftice  in  all  the  fea  of 
my  farrows.  Though  he  condemn  me,  I  mufl,  and  will  juflify 
him ;  this  alfo  is  Chrif^-like. 

FMly^  Though  God  took  from  Chrifl  all  vifible  and  fenfibk 
comforts,  inward  as  well  as  outward ;  yet  Chrifl  fubfifled,  by 
faith,  in  the  abfence  of  them  all :  his  defertion  put  hhn  upon  the 
ailing  of  his  faith.  My  Godj  my  Gm/,  are  words  of  faith ;  the 
words  of  one  that  wholly  depends  upon  his  God  :  and  is  it  not  fb 
with  you  too?  Senfe  of  love  is  gone,  fweet  fights  of  God  fhut  up 
in  a  dark  cloud  ^  well,  what  then  ?  mufl  thy  hands  prefenthr 
hang  down,  and  thy  foul  give  up  all  its  hopes?  what !  is  there  no 
faith  to  relieve  in  this  cafe  ?  Yes,  yes,  and  blefled  be  God  for  faith. 
«  Who  is  among  you  that  fearcth  the  Lord,  and  obeyeth  the  voice 
•«  of  his  fervants,  that  walkcth  in  darkncfs,  and  hath  no  light; 
«  let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  himfelf  upon 
"  his  God,"  Ifa.l.  10.    To  conclude. 

Sixthly^  Chrifl  was  deferted,  a  little  before  the  glorious  morn- 
ing of  light  and  joy  dawned  upon  him.  It  was  a  little,  a  very  lit- 
tle while,  after  ^his  fad  cry,  before  he  triuniphed  gloriouily ;  and 
fo  it  may  be  with  you  :  heavinefs  may  endure  for  i  night,  but  joy 
and  gladnefs  will  come  in  the  morning.  You  know  how  Mr 
Glover  w^s  tranfported  with  joy,  and  cried  out,  as  a  man  m  a  rap- 
ture, O  Auftin !  he  is  com^,  he  is  come,  he  is  come,  meaning  tic 
Comforter,  who  for  fome  time  had  been  abfent  from  his  fouL 
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But,  I  fear  I  am  abfolutely  and  filially  forfaken.  ^ 

Why  fo  ?  Do  you  find  the  characters  of  fuch  a  defertion  upon 
your  foul  ?  Be  righteous  judges,  and  tell  me,  whether  you  find  an 
heart  willing  to  forfake  God  ?  Is  it  indifferent  to  you  whether.  God 
ever  return  again  orno  ?  Are  there  no  mournings,  meltings,  or 
thirftings  after  the  Lord  ?  Indeed,  if  you  forfake  Jum,  he  wUI  caft 
you  off  for  ever ;  but  can  you  do  fo  ?  Oh,  no,  let  him  do  what  he 
will,  I  am  refolved  to  wait  for  him,  cleave  to  him,  mourn  after 
him,  though  I  have  no  preient  comfort  from  him,  no  afifurance  of 
my  intereft  in  him ;  yet  will  I  not  exchange  my  poor  vreak  hopes 
for  all  the  good  in  this  world. 

Again,  you  fay  God  hath  forfaken  you,  but  hath  he  let  hops  tbi 
bridle  before  you  ?  To  allude  to  Job  xxx.  1 1.  Hath  he  taken  away 
from  your  {ouls  all  confcientious  tendemefs  of  fin,  fo  that  now  you 
can  fin  freely,  and  without  any  regret  ?  If  fo,  it  is  a  fad  token  in- 
deed :  tell  me,  foul,  if  thou,  indeed,  judged  God  will  never  return 
in  loving-kindnefs  to  thee  any  more ;  why  doft  thou  not  then  give 
thyfelf  over  to  the  pleafures.of  .fin,  and  fetch  thy  comforts  that 
way,  from  the  creature,  fince  thou  canft  have  no  conifort  from 
thy  God?  Oh,  no,  I  cannot  dofo  ;  if  I  die  in  darknefs  andfbrrow» 
I  will  never  do  fo  :  my  foul  is  as  fiill  of  fear  and  hatre4  of  i^  as 
ever,  though  empty  of  joy  and  comfort.  Surely,  tliefcare  no  to- 
kens of  a  foul  finally  abandoned  by  its  God. 

Info  4.  Did  God  forfake  his  own  Son  upon  the  crofs  ?  Then 
the  dearejt  of  Go(Ps  people  may^  for  a  timet  be  forjciken  of  their  God* 
Think  it  not  fi;range,  when  you,  that  are  the  children  of  light, 
meet  with  darknefs,  yea,  and  walk  in  it;  neither  charge  God 
foolifiily ;  nor  fay  he  deals  hardly  with  you.  You  fee  what  befel, 
Jefus  ChriA,  whom  his  foul  delighted  in  :  It  is  doubtlefs  your  con- 
cernment to  expefb  and  prepare  for  days  of  darkivefs.  You  have 
heard  the  dolefiil  cry  of  Chrift,  «  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft 
««  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  You  know  how  it  was  with  Job,  David, 
Ueman,  Afaph,  and  many  others,  the  dear  fervants  of  God, 
what  heart-melting  lamentations  they  had  made  upon  this  ac- 
coimt ;  and  are  you  better  than  they  i  Oh,  prepare  for  fpiritual 
troubles  i  I  am  fure  you  do  enough  every  day  to  involve  you  in 
darknefs.  Now,  if  at  any  tiaie  this  trial  befal  you,  mind  thefe 
two  feafonable  admonitions^  and  lay  them  up  for  fuch.  a  time. 

Admonition  I.  Firft,  Exercife  the  faith  of  adherence^  when  you 
have  lo/t  the  faith  of  evidence.  When  God  takes  away  that,  he  leaves 
this :  that  is  necefiary  to  the  comfort,  this  to  the  life  of  his  peo- 
ple. It  is  fweet  to  live  in  views  of  your  intereft,  but  if  they  be 
gone,  believe  and  rely  on  God,  for  an  intereft.  Stay  yourfelves 
on  your  God  when  you  have  no  light,  lia.  L  10.    Drop  this  an-? 
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chor  in  the  dark,  and  cio  not  reckon  all  gone  wlicn  evidence  is 
gone :  never  reckon  yourfelves  nndone  whilft  yoa  can  adhere  to 
jour  God.  Dire<9:  a£h  are  noble  a£te  of  faith,  as  well  as  reflexive 
enesv  yea^  and  in  ibme  refpcds  to  be  preferred  to  th^m.    For, 

F'trfi^  As  your  comfert  depends  on  the  Evidencing  a£is  of  faith, 
fi>  your  falvation  upon  the  adhering  a£t  of  £aith.  Evidence 
comforts,  affiance  faves  you  ^and,  fure,  falvation  is  more  than 
(feuiifort. 

Secondly^  Your  faith  of  evidence  hath  more  &ni]ble  iweetnefi, 
hut  yoifir  &ith  of  adherence  is  of  more  conftancy  and  continuance : 
the  former  is  as  a  flower  in  its  month,  the  latter  flicks  by  you  all 
the  year. 

Thirdljy  Faith  of  evidence  brings  more  joy  to  you,  but  faith  of 
adherence  brings  more  glory  to  God  :  for  diereby  you  trufl  him 
when  you  cannot  fee  him  ;  yea,  you  believe  not  only  without,  but 
againfl  fenfe  and  feeling ;  and,  doubtlefs,  that  which  brings  glory 
to  God,  is  better  than  that  which  brings  comfort  to  yoit.  O  then 
exerciie  this^  when  you  have  lofl  that. 

Admonition  2.  Secondly,  Take  the  ri^  method  to  recover  the 
fnveet  Hght  ^hich  you  hawjinned  ernkty  from  your  fouls.  Do  not  ]^ 
about  from  one  to  another  complaining;  nor  yet  fit  down  dcfjpoiid* 
mg  under  your  burden.    But, 

Firfly  Se^ch  diligently  after  thecaufe  of  God's  withdrawment : 
urge  him  hard,  by  prayer,  to  tell  thee  wherefore  he  contends  with 
thee.  Job  x.  2.  Say,  Lord,  what  have  I  done  that  fo  ofiends  thy 
Spirit?  What  evil  is  it  which  thou  fo  rebukefli  I  befeech  dice 
fhew  me  the  caufe  of  thine  anger:  have  I  grieved  thy  Spirit  in  this 
thing,  or  in  that  ?  Was  it  my  negleft  of  duty,  or  sny-formalityin 
duties  ?  Was  I  not  thankful  for  the  fenfe  of  thy  love,  when  it  was 
fhed  abroad  in  my  heart  i  O  Lord,  why  is  it  thus  with  me  ? 

Strondlyy  Humble  your  fouls  before  the  Lord  for  every  evilyem 
fliall  be  convinced  of:  tdl  him,  it  pierces  your  hearts  that  you  have 
fo  difpkafed  him,  and  that  it  fhall  be  a  caution  to  you,  whilft  you 
live,  never  to  return  again  to  foUy :  invite  him  again  to  your  fonils, 
and  mourn  after  the  Lord  till  you  have  found  him :  If  you  leek 
him,  he  will  be  found  of  you,  a  Cor.  xv.  2.  It  may  be  you  fliall 
have  a  thoufand  dbmforters  come  about  your  iad  fouls,  in  fiieli  a 
time  to  comfort  them  :  this  will  be  to  youinflead  of  God,  and  that 
will  repair  your  lofs  of  Chrift:  defpifothem  all,  and  fay,  I  am  re- 
folved  to  fit  as  a  widow  till  Chrifl  return  j  he,  or  none,  ihall  have 
my  love.  ^ 

Thirdly y  Wait  on  in  the  ufe  of  means  till  Chrift  vetnm.  O  be  not 
difcouraged ;  though  he  tarry,  wait  you  for  him  \  for,  iUffisd  me 
all  they  that  wait  fgr  him. 
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SERMON    XXXiV. 
The  fifth  excellent  Saying  of  Christ  upon  the  Crofs,  iUuftrated. 

John  xix.  28. 

Afier  th'Ui  Jefus  knowing  all  things  ivere  now  accoinplijbed^  that  thi 
.Jcrij^urc  might  b^  fidjilled^  Jo^h^  I  thirjl, 

IT  is  as  truljr,  as  commonly  faid,  death  is  dry :  Chrift  found  It 
(o^  when  he  died.     When  his  fpirit  laboured  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  then  he  faid,  Ithirjl. 

Tills  is  the  fifth  word  of  Chrift  upon  the  crofsi  fpoken  a  little 
l^efore  he  bowed  the  head  and  yielded  up  the  ghoft.  It  is  only  re- 
corded by  this  evangelift  \  and,  there  are  four  tilings  remarkable 
in  this  complaint  of  Chrift,  viz.  The  perfon  complaining :  the 
complaint  he  made ;  the  time  when,  and  the  reafbn  why  he  fo 
complained* 

Firfi^  Tlie  peribn  complaining.  J^J^  f^^d^  ^  thirjl.  This  is  a 
clear  evidence,  that  it  was  no  common  fuffcring :  great  and  rcfolutc 
Spirits  will  not  complain  for  fmall  matters.  The  fpirit  of  a  com- 
mon man  will  endure  much,  before  it  uttq- s  ai^  complaint.  Let 
us  therefore  fee. 

Secondly^  The  affliction,  or  fui&ring,  be  complains  of;  and.  that 
b  thirji.  There  are  two  forts  of  thirft,  one  natural  and  proper, 
another  fpiritual  and  figurative :  Chrift  felt  both  at  this  time. 
His  ibul  thirfted,  in  vehement  defircs  and  longings,  to  accomplilh 
and  finifh  that  great  and  difficult  work  he  was  now  about  \  and 
his  body  thirfted,  by  reafon  of  thofe  unparalleled  agonies  it  labour* 
cd  under,  for  the  accomplifhing  thereof;  but  it  was  the  proper 
natural  thirft  he  here  intends,  when  he  faid,  /  thirjt.  Now, 
*•  this  natural  thirft/*  of  which  he  complains,  "  is.  the  raging  of 
*«  the  ^petite  for  molft  nourifhment,  ariilng  from  fcorchuig  up 
«<  of  the  parts  of  the  body  for  want  of  moifture*.*'  And, 
amongft  all  the  pains  and  affli^ons  of  the  body,  there  can  fcarce- 
ly  be  named  a  greater,  and  more  intolerable  one,  tlian  extreme 
thirft.  The  mOft  mighty  and  valiant  have  ftooped  under  it. 
Mighty  Samfon,  after  all  his  conquefts  and  viAories,  complains 
thus.  Judges  xv.  18.  <<  And  he  was  fore  athirft,  and  called  on  the 
<*  Lord,  and  faid.  Thou  haft  given  this  great  deliverance  into  the 
«<  hand  of  thy  fervant,  and  now  fhall  I  die  for  thirft,  and  fell  in- 

*  SiHt  if  cupuRiat  mttrtmentt,  patifmum  huwndi^  orta  ex  •"-yj'^/w*  parihtm  ewrpork 
amma/u,  qug  irrigatione  eggnt.     Kcckerm.  Phy£  p.  404, 
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«  to  the  hands  of  the  uncirciimcifed  ?'*  Great  Darius  drank  fil- 
thy water,  defiled  with  the  bodies  of  the  flain,  to  relieve  his  thirft, 
<<  and  protefted,  never  any  drink  was  more  pleafant  to  him*." 
Hence,  ffa.  xli.  17.  thirft  is  put  to  expreis  the  moft  afflidcd 
ftate.  «*  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there  is  none, 
•*  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirft,  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them  j" 
i«  e.  when  my  people  are  in  extreme  necei&ties,  under  any  extra- 
ordinary prefliires  and  diflrefTes,  I  will  be  with  them,  to  fupply 
ind  relieve  them.  Thirft  caufes  a  moft  painful  compreffion  of  the 
be^t,  when  the  body,  like  a  fpunge,  fucks  and  draws  for  moifture, 
and  there  is  none.  And  this  may  be  occafioned,  either  by  long 
abftinence  from  drink,  or  by  the  labouring  and  expence  of  the 
fpirits  under  grievous  agonies  and  extreme  tortures  }  which, 
Kkf*  afire  within,  foon  fcorch  up  the  very  radical  moifture. 

Now,  though  we  find  not  that  Chrift  tafted  a  drop  fincc  he  fat 
J  with  his  difci;^les  at  the  table;  after  that,  no  more  refrelhmcnts 
ibr  him  in  this  world :  yet  that  was  not  the  caufe  of  this 
rag'ng  thirft  j  but  it  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  extreme  fufierings  which 
he  fo  long  had  contlidted  with,  both  in  his  foul  and  body.  Thcfe 
preyed  upon  hia\^  and  drank  up  his  very  fjpirits.  Hence  came  this 
fad  complaint,  /  thir/?. 

Tkirdlsy  Let  us  conlider  the  time  when  he  thus  complained. 
««  When  all  things  were  now  accompliftied,"  faith  the  text;  i.  e, 
when  all  things  were  even  ready  to  be  accomplifhed  in  his  death, 
A  little,  a  veiy  little  while  before  his  expiration,  when  the  pangs 
of  death  began  to  be  ftrong  upon  him  :  and  fo  it  was  both  a  fign 
of  death  at  hand,  and  of  his  love  to  us,  which  was  ftrongcr  than 
death,  that  would  not  complain  fooner,  becaufe  he  would  ad- 
mit of  no  relief,  nor  take  the  leaft  refreshment,  until  he  had  done 
his  work. 

Fourthly f  and  laftly,  Take  notice  of  the  defign  and  end  of  his 
complaintr  «  that  the  fcripture  might  be  fulfilled,  he  faith,  I  tiiirft;" 
i.  e.  that  it  might  appear,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  our  faitli,  that 
whatfoever  had  been  predicted  by  the  prophets,  was  exactly  ac- 
complifhed, even  to  a  clrcumftance  in  him.  Now  it  was  foretold 
of  him,  PfaL  Ixix.  ai.  "  They  gave  me  gall  for  my  meat,  and,  in 
«'  niy  thirft,  they  give  me  vinegar  to  drink  ;'*  and  herein  it  was 
verified.     Hehce  the  note  is, 

Dbft.  TT:atfuch  ivere  the  agonies  and  extreme  ftffferings  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chr'tfi  upon  the  crcfsy  as  drank  up  his  ver^fplrits^  and 
made  him  cry^  I  thirft. 

«  If  I,  (faid  *one)  ftiould  live  a  thoufand  years,  and  everyday 

*   Cujufmodi  -uciupiuti:  ha&tnvi  incxp<i  tut  /ui  ?   Plut. 

f  Sipofem  vivere  mill*  annosy  et  qualilet  die  millUi  wnri  pre  f^  eademmorts  f»a  Uk 
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^  die  a  thoufand  times  the  fame  death  for  Chrift  that  he  once  died 
•*  for  me,  yet  all  this  would  be  nothing  to  the  forrows  Chrift  e^- 
^  diired  in  his  death."  .  At  this  time  the  bridegroom  Chrift  might 
have  borrowed  the  words  of  his  fpoufe,  the  church,  Lam.  i.  i2* 
^  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pafs  by  ?  See  and  behold,  if 
*«  there  be  any  forro^  like  unto  my  forrow  which  is  done  unto 
''  me,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  affliAed  me  in  the  day  of  his 
«*  fierce  anger." 

Here  we  are  to  enquire  into,  and  confidpr  the  extremities  and 
agonies  Chrift  laboured  under  upon  the  crofs,  which  occaiioned 
this  fad  complaint  of  thirft ;  and  then  make  application,  in  the  fe** 
veral  inferences  of  truth  deducible  from  it. 

Now  the  fufferings  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  crofs  were 
two-fold,  viz.  His  corporeal,  and  fpiritual  fufferings :  We  fhail 
open  them  diftinAIy,  and  then  fhew  how  both  thefe  meeting  to- 
gether upon  him  in  their  fulnefs  and  extremity,  muft  needs  con- 
fume  his  very  radical  moifturc,  and  make  him  cry,  /  thir/f.  To 
begin  with  the  firft. 

Firftj  His  corporeal  and  more  external  fufferings  were  exceeding 
great,  acute,  and  extreme  fufferings ;  for  they  were  iharp,  univer- 
fal,  continual,  and  unrelieved  by  any  inward  comfort. 

Firfty  They  were  fiarp fitffer'mgs ;  for  his  body  was  racked  or 
digged  in  thofe  parts  where  fenfe  more  eminently  dwells  :  in  the 
hands  and  feet  the  veins  and  finews  meet,  and  their  pain  and  an- 
guiih  meet  with  them  j  Pfal.  xxii.  i6.  "  They  digged  my  hands 
*'  and  my  feet*."  Now  Chrift,  by  reafon  of  his  exa£t  and  excel- 
lent temper  of  body,  had  doubtlefs  more  quick,  tender  and  deli- 
cate fenfcs  than  other  men :  his  body  was  fo  formed,  that  it  might 
be  a  capacious  veffel,  to  take  in  more  fufferings  than  any  other 
body  could.  Senfe  is,  in  fome,  more  delicate  and  tender,  and  in 
others  dull  and  blunt,  according  to  the  temperament  and  vivacity 
of  the  body  and  fpirits ;  but  in  none  as  it  was  in  Chrift,  whofe  body 
was  miraculoufly  formed  on  purpofe  to  fuffer  unparalleled  miferies 
and  forrows  in :  «  A  body  haft  thou  fitted  me,"  Hcb.  x.  5. 
Neither  fin  nor  ficknefs  had  any  way  enfeebled  or  dulled  it. 

Secondly^  As  his  pains  were  Iharp,  fo  they  were  univerfaly  not 
affecting  one,  but  every  part ;  they  feized  every  member ;  fi-om 
head  to  foot,  no  member  was  free  from  torture:  for,  as  his 
head  was  wounded  with  thorns,  his  back  with  bloody  laihes^ 
his  hands  and  feet  with  nails,  {6  every  other  part  was 
ftretched  and  diftended  beyond  its  natural  length,    by  hanging 

pro  wu  mortttus  eft  fimelj  nihil  ejet  ad  dolorem  quern  babuit  infe.  Edmtsnd  de  fpeculo. 
SccleC  c.  23. 

•  His  body  was  of  a  moft  excellent  contexture  when  it  was  miraculoufly  form- 
ed.    Afuim,  pfin  teriia.  Art,  6. 
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xjtpon  thst  cnid  edgbe  of  torment,  tiie  crofs.  And  as  every  mem- 
hftTf  fo  every  particular  fenfej  was  afflided  ^  his  fight  with  vile 
'wretches^  cmel  murderers  that  ftood  about  him ;  his  hearing  with 
hoirid  blafphemiesy  bekhed  out  againft  him  i  his  tafte.  with  vine- 
gar and  gaily  which  they' gave  to  aggravate  his  mifery  i  his  fmeU 
with  that  filthy  Golgotha  where  he  was  crucified,  and  his  feeling 
wkh  exquifite  pains  in  every  part ;  to  that  he  was  not  only  fhao-plyi 
but  imiverfally  tormented. 

Thirdljf  Thefe  univerfal  pains  werfc  eontinmaly  not  by  fits,  but 
without  any  intermifiion*  He  had  not  a  inoment's  e^fe  by  the  cefla- 
tion  of  pains  ^  wave  came  upon  wave,  one  grief  driving  on  another, 
till  all  God's  waves  and  billows  had  gone  over  him.  To  be  in  ex- 
tremity of  pain,  and  that  without  a  moment's  intermiffion,  will 
quickly  pull  down  the  ftouteft  nature  in  the  world. 

Fourthly^  and  laftly,  As  his  pains  were  (harp,  univerfal  and  con* 
tinual,  fo  they  were  altogether  unrelieved  by  his  underftanding 
part.  If  a  man  have  fweet  comforts  flowing  into  his  foul  fiom 
God,  they  will  fweetly  demulce  and  allay  the  pains  «of  the  bod? : 
this  made  the  martyrs  ftiout  amidft  the  flames.  Yes,  even  infe- 
rior comforts  and  delights  of  the  mind,  will  greatly  relieve  the 
bpprefled  body. 

It  is  faid  of  *  Poflidonius,  that,  in  a  great  fit  of  the  ftone,  he 
folaccd  himfelf  with  difcourfes  of  moral  virtue,  and  when  the  psun 
twinged  liim,  he  would  fay,  **  O  pain  thou  doeft  nothing,  though 
«  thou  art  a  little  troublefome,  I  will  never  confefs  thee  to  be  evil." 
And  Epicurus,  in  tlie  fits  of  the  cholic,  r6fre{hed  tiimfeif,  ot  mt" 
ffwriam  inventorum^  i.  e.  by  his  inventions  in  pliilofophy. 

But  now  Chrift  had  no  relief  tliis  way  in  the  leaft ;  not  a  drop 
of  comfort  came  from  heaven  into  liis  foul  to  relieve  it,  and  the 
body  by  it :  but,  on  the  contrary,  his  foul  was  filled  up  vi^ith  grief, 
and  had  an  heavier  burden  of  its  own  to  bear  than  that  of  the 
body ;  fo  that  inftead  of  relieving,  it  increafed  lihipeakably  the 
burden  of  its  outward  man.     For, 

Secondly  i  Let  us  confider  thefe  inward  ftjffertngs  of  His  ibul,  how 
great  they  were,  and  how  qiKckly  they  fpent  his  natural  firength, 
^d  turned  his  moiilure  into  the  drought  of  fummer.     And, 

Pirflf  His  foul  felt  the  ivrath  cf  an  angry  Gody  which  was  terri- 
bly imprefled  upon  it.  The  wr?Lth  of'a  king  is  as  the  roaring  of  a 
lion  5  but  what  is  that  to  the  wrath  of  a  Deity  ?  See  what  a  defcrip- 
tion  is  given  of  it  in  Nahuiti  i.  6.  "  Who  can  ftand  before  his  in- 
<«  dignatit^  :  and  who  can  abide  iji  the  fiercenefi  of  his  anger  ? 
*<  His  fury  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and  the  rocks  are  throwndown 
••  by  him."     Had  not  the  ftrength  that  fupported  Chrifl  been 

•  NikU  »pt  doiofy  quamvhjis  molc/iuiy  Hunqvam  nnfishsr  U  ejft  maUm. 
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greater  than  that  of  rocks>  this  wrat^  had  certainly  arervhebned 
and  ground  him  to  powder. 

Secondly^  As  it  was  the  wrath  of  God  that  lay  upon  his  foul^  lb 
it  was  the^wr^  ^raih  of  God,  without  any  allay  or  mixture :  not 
one  drop  of  comfort  came  from  heaven  or  earth ;  all  the  ingredv 
cnts  in  his  cup  were  bitter  ones :  Tlu^re  was  wrath  without  mercy  ; 
yea,  wrath  without  the  kaft  degree  of  sparing  mercy}  <<  for  God 
«  ipared  not  his  own  Son,*'  "Rom*  viii*  32.  Had  Chrift  heen 
abated  ^or  fpared,  we  had  not.  If  our  mercies  muft  be  pure  mcp- 
cies,  and  oiur  gk>ry  in  hearisn  pure  and  unmixed  glory,  then  the 
wrath  which  he  fu^ered  muft  be  pure  and  unmixed  wrat&.     Yea, 

Thirdly^  As  the  wrath,  the  pure  unmixed  wrath  of  God,  lay 
upon  his  foul,  fo  all  the  noratb  of  God  was  poured  out  upon  him, 
even  to  the  laft  drop ;  fo  that  there  is  not  one  drop  referved  for 
^he  elejl  to  feel.  Chrift's  cup  was  deep  and  large,  it  contained  all 
the  fury  and  wrath  of  an  infinite  God  in  iti  voA  yet  he  drank 
it'  up:  he  bare  it  all,  fo  that  to  believing  fouls,  who  coone 
to  make  peace  with  God  through  Chrid,  he  &ith,  Ifa.  xxvii.  4. 
<<  Fury  is  not  in  me."  In  all  the  chaftifcments  God  inflidts  upon 
his  people,  there  is  no  vindidUve  wrath  ^  Chrift  bore  it  all  in  hb 
ffwu  foul  and  body  on  the  tree. 

Fourthly^  As  it  was  ail  the  wrath  of  God  that  lay  upon  Chrift, 
fo  it  'was  luratb  aggravated,  in  divers  refpeBs^  beyotid  that  ijuhich  the 
damned  them/elves  dofuffer.  That  is  (Irange,  you  will  fay ;  can  there 
be  any  fufferings  worlc  than  thofe  the  damned  fulTcr,  upon  whom 
the  wrath  of  an  infinite  God  is  immediately  tranfafted,  who  holds 
them  up  with  the  ann  of  his  power,  while  the  arm  of  his  juftice 
lies  on  eternally  i  Can  any  forrows  be  greater  than  thefe  ?  Yes  $ 
Chrift's  fufferings  were  beyond  theirs  in  divers  particulars. 

Firflj  None  of  the  damned  were  ever  fo  near  and  dear  to  God 
^  Chrift  was  :  they  were  eftranged  firom  the  womb,  but  Chrift  lay 
in  his  bofom.  When  he  fmote  Chrift,  he  fmote  <<  the  man  tliat 
(c  was  his  fellow,"  Zcch.  xiii.  7.  ]3ut  in  fmiting  them,  he  fmites 
his  enemios.  When  he  had  to  do,  in  a  way  of  fatisfaifUon,  with 
Chrift,  he  is  faid  not  to  fpare  his  own  fon,  Rom.  viii.  32.  Never 
was  the  fury  of  God  poured  out  upon  fucha  perfon  before. 

SecwfdJ^',  None  of  the  damned  had  ever  io  large  a  capacity  to 
take  in  a  full  fenfe  of  the  wrath  of  God  as  Chrift  had.  The  larger 
.any  one's  capacity  is  to  underftand  and  weigh  his  troubles  fiiUy^ 
the  more  grievous  and  heavy  is  .his  burden.  If  a  man  caft  veflcls. 
of  greater  and  leffer  quantity  into  .the  fea,  though  all  will  be  fuU, 
yet  the  greater  the  veflel  is,  the  more  water  it  contains.  Now 
Chrift  had  a  capacity  beyond  all  mere  creatures  to  take  in  the 
wrath  of  his  Father;  and  what  deep  and  large  apprehenfions  he. 
had  of  it  may  be  judged  by  his  bloody  fweat  in  the  garden,  which 
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was  the  tStd  of  his  mf  re  apprehenfions  of  the  wrath  of  God. 
Chrift  was  a  large  veflel  indeed  :  as  he  is  capable  of  more  glory,  fo 
of  more  fenfe  and  mifery  than  any  other  perfon  in  the  world. 

Thirdly y  The  damned  fiifFer  not  fo  innocently  as  Chrift  fufferedj 
they  fuffer  the  juft  demerit  and  recompence  of  their  fin:  They 
have  defervcd  all  that  wrath  of  God  which  they  feel,  and  muft 
feel  for  ever:  It  is  but  that  recompence  which  was  meetj  but 
Chrift  was  altogether  innocent :  He  had  done  no  iniquity,  neither 
was  guile  found' in  his  mouth;  yet  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruifc 
him.  When  Chrift  fuffered,  he  fuffered-not  for  what  he  had 
done ;  but  his  fufferings  were  the  fufFerings  of  a  furety,  paying  the 
debts  of  others.  «  The  Meffiah  was  cut  off;  but  not  for  himfclf," 
Dan.  ix.  26.  Thus  you  fee  what  liis  external  fufferings  in  his 
body,  and  his  internal  fufferings  in  his  foul  %vere. 

Thirdly y  In  the  laft  place,  it  is  evident  that  fuch  extreme  fuffer- 
ings as  thefe,  meeting  together  upon  him,  muft  needs  exhauft  his 
very  fpirits,  and  make  him  cry,  Ithirft,    For  let  us  confider,. 

Fir/ly  What  mere  external  pains,  and  outward  aSliftions  caH 
do.  Thefe  prey  upon,  and  confume  our  fpirits.  *  So  David  com- 
plains, Pfal.  xxxix.  II.  «  When  thou  with  rebukes,  correfteft 
«<  man  fdr  iniquity ;  thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  away  as 
M  a  moth,"  i.  e.  look,  as  a  moth  frets  and  cOnfumes  the  moft 
ftrong  and  well  wrought  garment,  and  makes  it  feary  and  rotten 
without  any  noife  ;  fo  affliftions  wafte  and  wear  out  the  ftrongeft 
bodies.  They  make  bodies  of  the  firmeft  conftitution  like  an  old 
rotten  garment:  They  fhrivel  and  dry  up  the  moft  vigorous  and 
flouriihing  body,  and  make  it  like  a  bottle  in  the  fmoke^  Pfal. 
cxix.  83.  " 

Secondly y  Confider  what  mere  internal  troubles  of  the  foul  can 
do  upon  the  ftrongeft  body :  Thefe  fpend  its  ftrength,  and  devour 
the  fpirits.  So  Solomon  fpeaks,  Prov.  xvii.  22.  **  A  broken  fpirit 
<*  drieth  the  bones,"  i.  e.  it  confumes  tlie  very  marrow  with 
which  they  are  moiftened.  So  Pfal.  xxxii.  3,  4.  ««  My  bones 
•«  waxed  old,  and  through  my  roaring  all  the  day  long :  for  day 
•**  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  on  me:  my  moiftiu-e  (or  chief  fap) 
«  is  turned  into  the  drought  of  fummer."  What  a  fpeftacle  of 
pity  was  Francis  Spira  become,  merely  through  the  anguifh  of  his 
fpirit  ?  a  fpirit  fharpened  with  fuch  troubles,  like  a  keen  knife, 
cuts  through  the  Iheath.  Certainly,  whoever  hath  had  any  ac- 
quaintance with  troubles  of  foul,  knows,'  by  fad  experience,  how, 
like  an  internal  flame,  it  feeds  and  preys  upon  the  very  fpirits,  fo 
that  the  ftrongeft  ftoop  and  fink  under  it.     But, 

•  For  as  a  bottle  is  fcorchcd  and  wafted  in  fmoke,  fo  the  fpirit  by  continual 
pains  and  the  couftant  violent  heat  of  grief  is  fpent  and  confumed.  MfiL  m  ^ 
plait,  ' 
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Thirdly^  When  outward  bodily  pains  fliall  meet  with  inward 
ipiritual  troubles^  and  both  in  extremity  ihall  come  in  one  day ;. 
how  foon  muft  the  firmeft  body  fail  and  wafte  away  like  a  candle 
lighted  at  both  ends  ?  Now  ftrength  fails  a-pace,  and  nature  muft 
fall  flat  under  this  load^  When  the  (hip* in  which  Paul  failed,  fell. 
.  into  a  place  where  two  feas  met)  it  was  quickly  wrcicked  ;  and  10 
^  will  the  beft  eonftitiited  body  in  the  world,  if  it  fall  under  both 
thefe  troubles  together  2^  the  foul  and  body  fympathize  with  each 
other  under  trouble,  and  mutually  relieve  each  other. 

If  the  body  be  fick  and  full  of  pain,  the  fpirit  fupports,  cheers, 
and  relieves  it  by  reafon  and  resolution  all  that  it  can ;  and  if  the 
fpirit  be  afflifted,  the  body  Sympathizes  and  helps  to  bear  up  the 
fpirit  i  but  now,  if  the  one  be  over-laden  with  ftrong  pains,  more 
than  it  can  bear,  and  calls  for  aid  from  the  other,  and  the  other 
■be  opprefted  with  intolerable  anguifh,  and  cries  oul  under  a  bur- 
den greater  than  it  can  bear,  fo  that  it  can  contribute  no  help, 
but  inftead  thereof*  adds  to  its  burden,  which  before  was  above 
its  ftrength  to  bear,  then  nature  muft  needs  fail,  and^the  friendly 
union  betwixt  foul  and  body  fuflfer  a  diflblution  by  fuch  ah  extra* 
ordinary  preffure  as  this.  So  it  was  with  Chrift,  when  outward 
and  inward  forrows  met  in  one  day  in  their  extremity  upon  him< 
Hence  the  bitter  cry,  /  thirfl. 

Iriference  l.  How  horrid  a  thing  is  Jin!  How  great  is  that  evil  of 
evils y  which  d^erves  that  all  thisjhould  he  itrfliBed  and  fufferedfor  the 
expiation  of  it  / 

The  ruflferings  of  Clu-ift  for  iin  give  us  the  true  account,  and 
ftiUeft  repreientation  of  its  evil.  "  The  law  (faith  *  one)  is  a 
"  bright  glafs,  wherein  We  may  fee  the  evil  of  fin  ;^  but  there  is 
"  the  red  glafs  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  in  that  we  may  fee 
'*  more  of  the  evil  of  fin,  than  if  God  fhouldlet  us  down  to  nell, 
*^  and  there  we  fhould  fee  all  the  tortures  and  torments  of  the  > 
*'  damned.  If  we  fhould  fee  them  how  they  lie  fweltcring  under 
"  God's  wrath  therfe,  it  were  not  fo  much  as  the  beholding  of 
"  fin  through  the  red  glafs  of  the  fufferings  of  Chi*ift.** 

Suppoie  the  bars  of  the  bottomlefs  pit  were  broken  up,  and 
damned  fpirits  fhould  afcend  from  thence,  and  come  up  among 
us,  with  the  chains  of  darknefs  rattling  at  their  heels, '  and  we 
fhould  hear  the  groans,  and  fee  the  ghaftly  palene(s  and  trembling 
of  tliofe  poor  creatures  upon  ^vhom  the  righteous  God  hath  in>- 
preiled  his  filry  and  indignation  •,  if  we  could  hear  how  their  con-» 
fciences  are  laflicd  by  the  fearful  fcourge  of  guilt,  and  how  they 
fhriek  at  every  lafh  the  arm  of  juftice  gives  them. 

Vol.  I.  3  H 

*  Mr  J,  B.  in  his  ETilof  EviU,  p.  1554. 
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If  wc  fliould  fee  ahd  hear  all  this,  it  is  not  fo  much  as  what  wc 
may  fee  in  this  text,  where  the  Son  of  God,  under  his  fufferings 
for  it,  cries  out,  I  thirfi.  For,  as  I  fliewed  you  before,  Chriffs 
ftflerings,  in  divers  refpcfts,  were  beyond  theirs.  O  then,  kt 
not  thy  vain  heart  flight  fin,  as  if  it  were  but  a  fmall  thing !  If 
ever  God  fhew  thee  the  face  of  fin  iA  this  glafsr,  thou  wilt  fay, 
tfiere  is  not  fuch  another  horrid  reprefentatton  to  be  made  to  a 
man  in  all  the  world.  Fook  make  a  mock  at  fin,  but  wife  men 
tremble  at  it. 

Inf.  2.  JJonv  aJfliBive  and  intolerable  are  inward  troubles.  Did 
Chrift  complain  fo  ftdly  under  them,  and  cry,  Ithirfl?  Surely 
then  they  are  not  ftich  light  matters  as  many  are  apt  to  make  of 
them,  if  they  fo  fcorched  the  very  heart  of  Chrift,  dried  u^  the 
green  tree,  preyed  upon  his  very  fpirits,  ahd  turned  h&  iftoifture 
iftto  the  drought  of  fiimmer,  they  deferve  not  to  be  flighted,  as 
they  arc  bj  fome.  The  Lord  Jefus  was  fitted  to  bear  and  fiiftr 
as  ftrong  troubles  as  ever  befel  the  nature  of  itoan,  and  he  did  bear 
all  other  troubles  with  admirable  patienc^  ;  but  when  it  came  to 
this,  when  the  flames  of  God's  wrath  fcorched  his  foul,  then  be 
cries,  Itlnrft. 

DavidV  heart  wasr,  for  courage,  as  the  heart  of  a  lion ;  bnt 
when  God  c;xercifed  him  with  inward  troubles  for  fin,  then  hd 
roars  out  tmdcr  the  anguifh  of  it,  «  I  am  feeble,  and  fore  broken; 
^  I  have  roared,  by  reafon,  of  the  difquietnefe  of  my  heart.  My 
<<  heart  panteth,  my  ftrength  faileth  me  :  As  for  the  light  of  nune 
^  eyes,  it  is  alfo  gone  from  me,"  Pfal.  xxxviii.  8,  lo.  «  A  wound- 
*«  cdfpirit  who  can  bear!"  Many  h^ve  profeffed  that  all  the  tor- 
ments in  the  world  are  but  toys  to  it:  the  racking  fits  of  the  gout, 
the  grinding  tortures  of  the  ftone,  are  nothing  to  the  wrath  of  God 
tipon  the  conference.  What  is  fhe  worm  that  never  dies  but  the 
efficacy  of  a  guilty  confcience  ?  This  worm  feeds  upon,  aiid 
gnaws  the  very  inwards,  the  tender  and  moft  fenfible  part  of  man; 
and  is  the  principal  part  of  hell's  horror.  In  bodily  pains,  a  maB 
may  be  relieved  by  proper  medicines  ;'  here  nothing  but  the  blood 
of  fprinkling  relieves.  In  outward  pains,  the  body  may  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  rcfolution  and  courage  of  the  mind  ;  here  the  nund 
itfelf  is  wounded.  O  let  none  defpife  thefe  troubles,  they  are 
dreadful  things ! 

'  Inf  3.  Hcnij  dreadful  a  place  is  hell^  ^here  this  cry  is  heard  fcr 
every  I  thlrjl  /  There  the  wrath  of  the  great  arid  terrible  God 
flames  upon  the  damned  for  ever,  in  which  they  thirft,  and  none 
relieves  them.     If  Chrift  complained,  /  thirjl^  when  he  had  con- 

*  For  then  the  devouring  flante  ^burnsup  thofewhom  ctmal  ^afnrc  poSutcs. 
Then  tliey  are  call  into  the  infinite  open  gulph  of  helL    Gng. 
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fiiAed  but  a  few  hours  with  the  wrath  olF  God ;  iRrhat  is  their  ftate 
then^  that  are  to  grapple  with  it  for  e^^er  ?  When  millions  of  years 
are  paft  and  gone,  ten  thoufand  millions  more  are  coming  on. 
There  is  an  everlafting  thirft  in  hell»  and  it  admits  of  no  reliefs. 
There  are  no  full  cups  in  hellj  but  an  eternal}  unrelieved  thirft. 
Thijtik  pn  this  ye  that  now  add  drunkenneis  to  thirft,  who  wal* 
)uw  in  all  fenfual  pleafures,  and  drown  nature  in  an  6xcefs  pf  lux- 
ury. Remember  what  Dives  faid  in  Luke  xvi.  24.  «<  And  he 
<<  cned  and  faid.  Father  Abraham,  have  mercy  on  me,  and  (end 
<<  Lazarus  that  he  may  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water,  and  cool 
<<  my  tongue,  for  I  am  tormented  in  this  flame."  No  cups  of 
water,  no  bowls  of  wine  in  helL  There,  that  throat  wil}  be 
parched  with  t;hirft,  which  is  now  drowned  with  excefs.  The 
ibngB  of  the  drunkard  turned  into  bowlings.  If  thirft  in  the  ex- 
tremity of  it  be^  now  fo  infufierable,  what  is  that  thirft  which  is 
infinitely  beyond  this  in  meafure,  and  never  fhall  be  relieved  ? 
Say  not  it  is  hard  that  God  fliould  deal  thus  witli  his  poor  crea»- 
tures.  You  will  not  think  it  fo,  if  you  confider  what  he  expofed 
his  dwn  dear  Son  to,  when  fin  was  but  imputed  to  him*  And 
what  that  man  deferves  to  feel,  thafrhath  not  only  merited  hel\, 
but,  by  refilling  Chrift  the  remedy,  the  hotteft  place  in  hell*. 

Lithis  thirft  of  Chrift  we  have  the  livelicft  emblem  of  the  ftate 
of  the  damned,  that  ever  was  prefented  to  men  in  this  world. 
Here  you  fee  a  peribn  labouring  in  extremity,  under  the  infinite 
wratLof  the  great-and  terrible  God  lying  upon  his  foul  and  body 
at  once,  and  caufing  him  to  utter  this  doleful  cry,  Ithirfi.  Only 
Chrift  endured  this  but  a  little  while,  the  danmed  muft  endure  it 
for  ever :  in  that  they  differ,  as  alfo  in  the  innocency  and  ability 
of  the  perfons  fulFering,  and  in  the  end  for  which  they  fuffer. 
Put,  furely,  fuch  as  this  will  the  cry  of  thofe  fouls  be  that  are  caft 
away  for  ever.     O  terrible  thirft ! 

Inf.  4.  Honti  much  do  nice  and  wanton  appetites  deferve  to  be  re^ 
proved?  The  Son  of  God  wanted  a  draught  of  cold  water  to  re- 
lieve him,  and  could  not  have  it.  God  hath  given  us  variety  o£ 
rcfirefbing  creatures  to  relieve  us,\and  we  defpife  them.  We  have 
better  things  than  a  cup  of  water  to  refi-efli  and  delight  us  when 
we'Sffe.thiiifty,  and  yet  are  not  pleafed.  O  that  this  complaint  of 
Chrift  on  the  <ro(s,  /  thirft^  were  but  believingly  confidered,  it 

*  An  Eii^ft  merchant  liTiog  at  Dantzic,  related  this  ftory  to  a  godly  miniAcrt 
That  a  friend  of  his  (a  merchant  alfo)  went  to  a  convpnt,  and  dined  with  the  friars 
there ;  their  entertainment  was  very  noble.  After  he  had  dined  and  fcen  all,  the 
merchant  commended  their  pleafant  lives ;  yea,  faid  one  of  the  friars  to  him,  we 
live  gallantly  indeed,  had  wc  any  body  to  go  to  hsU  for  us  when  we  die.  Mr 
Firmn**  Rnt  CiriJIian* 
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would  make  you  blefs  God  for  what  ye  now  defpife,  and  beget 
contentment  ill  you  for  the  meaneft  mercies,  and  moft  common  fa- 
vours in  this  world.  Did  the  Lord  of  all  things  cry,  /  thirfl^  and 
had  nothing  in  his  extremity  to  comfort  him  j  and  deft  thou,  who 
haft  a  tfaouiand  times  over  forfeited  all  temporal  as  well  as  fj»- 
ritual  mercies,  contemn  and  flight  the  good  creatures  of  God ! 
What,  defpife  a  cup  of  water,  who  deferveft  nothing  but  a  cup 
of  wrath  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord  !  O  lay  it  to  heart,  and  hence 
Itarn  contentment  with  any  thing. 

Inf.  5.  Did  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the,  crcfs  ery^  I  thirft  ?  Then  ht- 
Iteversfball  never  ihirfi  eternally.  Their  thirfl  fball  he  certainly  JeAif- 
fied. 

There  is  a  threefold  thirft,  gracious ^  natural^  and  penal.  The 
gracious  thirft  is  the  vehement  defire  of  a  fpiritual  heart  after  God. 
Of  this  David  fpeaks,  Pfal.  xlii.  -i,  2.  «  As  the  h^  pantcth  after 
«<  the  water-brooks,  fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God.  My 
<<  foul  thirfteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God  :  When.fhall  I  come 
««  and  appear  before  God  ?"  And  this  is  indeed  a  vehement  thirft; 
it  makes  the  foul  break  with  the  longings  it  hath  after  God,  Pfal. 
cxix.  It  is  a  thirft  proper  to  believers,  who  have  tabled  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious. 

Natural  thir/l  h  (as  before  was  noted)  a  defire  of  refrcflimcnt 
by  humid  nourifliment,  and  it  is  common  both  to  believers  and 
unbelievers  in  this,  world.  God's  dear  faints  have  been  driveh  to 
fuch  extremities  in  this  ITfe,  that  their  tongujcs  have  even  failed  for 
thirft.  ««  A^hen  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there  is . 
*«'  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  thirft,"  Ifa.  xli.  1 7.  And  cf 
the  people  of  God  in  their  captivity,  it  is  faid.  Lamb.  iv.  4.  **  The 
*'  tongue  of  the  fucking  child  cleaveth  to  the  roof  of  his  ramth 
*<  for  thirft.  The  young  diildren  alk  bread,  and  no  man  break- 
«*  eth  it  unto  them.  They  that  feed  delicately  arc  defolate  in  the 
««  ftreets  5  they  that  were  brought  up  in  fcarlet  embrace  dung- 
«*  hills."     To  this  many  that  fear  the  Lord  have  been  reduced, 

A  penal  thir/l,  is  God*s  juft  denying  of  all  refrefliments  or  re- 
lief to  fmners  in  their  extremities,  and  that  as  a  due  puniftiment 
for  their  fin.  This  believers  fliall  never  feel,  becaufe  when  Chrift 
thirfted  upon  the  crofs,  he  made  ftiU  fatisfaflion  to  God  in  theft 
room.  Thefe  fufterings  of  Chrift,  as  they  were  ordained  for 
them,  fo  the  benefits  of  them  are  truly  imputed  to  them.  And  for 
the  natural  thirft,  that  Ihall  be  fatisfied :  for  in  heaven  wc  £^U 
live  without  thefe  neceflities  and  dependencies  upon  the  creature ; 
we  (hall  be  equal  ^ith  the  angels  in  the  way  and  manner  of  Irving 
gnd  fubfifting,  MTovyyAo^  SiOfTiit  Luke  xx.  36.  And  for  the  gra- 
cious thirfting  of  their  fouls  for  God,  it  ftiall  be  fuUy  fatisfied  So 
it  is  promifed,  Mat.  v.  6.  "  Blefled  are  they  which  hungex  and 
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«  thirft  after  rightcoufnefi,  for  they  Ihall  be  filled:'*  They  fliaB 
then  depend  no  more  upon  the  ftream,  but  drink  from  the  over- 
flowing fountain  itfelf,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  8.  <<  They  fhall  be  abundantly 
«  iatisfied  with  the  fatnefs  of  thy  houfe,  and  thou  ihalt  make 
'<  them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleafures  :  for  with  thee  is  the 
«  fountain  of  life,  and  in  thy  light  fliall  we  fee  light  :**  There 
they  fhall  d;rink  and  praife,  and  praife  and  drink  for .  evermore : 
all  their  thirfty  deiires  ihall  be  *filled  with  complete  fatisfkAion.  O 
how  defirable  a  ftate  is  heaven  upon  this  account !  and  how  fhould 
w€  be  reftlefs  till  we  come  thither  ;  as  the  thirfty  traveller  is  until 
he  meet  that. cool,  rcfi-efhing  fpring  he  wants  and  fceks  for.  This 
pl^ent  ftate  is  a  ftate  of  thirfting,  that  to  come  of  refrefhment  and 
(atisfaftion.  Some  drops  indeed  come  from  the  fountain  by  faithi 
but  they  quench  not  the  believer's  thirft  j  rather  like  water  fprink* 
led  on  the  fire,  they  ^make  it  burn  the  more  :  but  there  the 
thirfty  foul  hath  enough. 

O  blefs  God,  that  Jefus  Chrift  thirfted  under  the  h^at  of  his 
wr^th  once,  that  you  might  not  be  fcorched  with  it  for  ever.  If 
he  had  Hot  cried,  /  thirfty  you  muft  have  cried  out  of  thirft  eter- 
jually,  and  neyer  be  fatisfied. 

Inf  6.  Laftly ;  Did  Chrift  in  the  extremity  of  his  fufimngs 
cry,  Itbirft?  Then  how  great,  beyond  all  compare,  is  the  love  of  God 
to  finners,  who  for  their  fakes  expofed  the  Son  of  his  hvetofuch  ei^ 
trcme  fiffferings  ? 

Tlirec  confidcrations  marvelloufly  heighten  that  love  of  the 
Father. 

Firjly  His  putting  the  Lord  Jelus  into  fuch  a  condition.  There 
is  none  of  us  would  endure  to  fee  a  child  of  our  own  lye  panting, 
and  thirfting  in  the  cxtreipity  of  torments,  for  the  faireft  inheri- 
tanee  on  earth ;  much  lefs,  to  have  the  foul  of  a  child  conflidting 
with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  makmg  fuch  heart-rending  complaints 
as  Chrift  made  upon  the  crofs,  if  we  might  have  the  largeft  empire 
in  the  ivorld  for  it :  yet,  fuch  was  the  ilrength  of  the  love  of  God 
to  us,  that  he  willingly  gave  Jefus  Chrift  to  all  this  mifery  and 
torture  for  iis.  What  fhall  we  call  this  love  ?  O  the  heighth, 
length,  depth,  and  breadth  of  that  love  which  pafleth  knowledge! 
The  love  of  God  to  Jefus  Chrift  was  infinitely  beyond  all  the  love 
we  have  for  our  children,  as  the  fea  is  more  than  a  fpoonful 
of  water :  and  yet,  as  dearly  as  he  loved  him,  he  was  content  to 
cxpofe  him  to  all  this,  rather  than  we  fhould  perifli  eternally. 

Secondly,  As  God  the  Father  was  content  to  expofc  Chrift  to 
this  extremity,  (o  in  that  extremity  to  hear  his  bitter  cries,  and 
dolorous  complaints,  and  yet  not  relieve  him  with  the  leaft  re- 
frefhment  till  he  fainted  and  died  under  it.  He » heard  the  cries 
of  his  Son:  that  voice,  /  thirfi,  pierced  heaven,  and  reached  the 
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Father^s  cax* ;  but  jtl  he  will  not  refa-eih  him  in  his  agonies,  nor 
abate  him  any  thing  of  the  debt  he  was  now  pajring,  and  all  this 
for  the  love  he  had  to  poor  finners.  Had  Chnft  been^i^eved  in 
his  fufFerings,  and  (pared,  then  God  could  not  have  pitied  or 
l^pared  us.  The  extremity  of  ChriiFs  fiifierings  was  an  ^fi  of  juf- 
tke  to  him.}  and  the  greateft  mercy  to  us  that  ever  could  be  ma- 
nifefted.  Nor  indeed  (though  Chnft  ib  bitterly  complains^  of  hit 
thiiA)  was  he  willing  to  be  relieved,  till  he  had  finiihed  his  work. 
O  love  unfpeakable  t  He  doth  not  complain,  that  he  might  be  re* 
lieved,  but  to  manifeft  how  great  that  forrdw  was  which  his  ibul 
BOW  felt  upon  our  account* 

Thirdly^  And  it  &ould  never  be  forgotten,  that  Jefos  Chrift 
vras  expofed  to  thefe  extremities  of  forrow  for  ilnhers,  the  great- 
eft  of  iinners,  who  defcrved  not  one  drop  of  mercy  from  God. 
This  commends  the  love  of  God  fingularly  %o  us,  in  that  «  whilft 
<«  we  were  yet  finners,  Ghrift  died  for  us,"  |(.om.  v.  i.  Thus  die 
love  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift  ftill  rifes  higher  and  higher  in  eveiy 
difcovery  of  it.  Admire,  adore,  and  be  ravi(hcd  with  the  thou^ts 
of  this  love  I 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unjpeakabk  gift. 


.     SERMON    XXXV. 

The  fixth  excellent  Saying  of  Christ  upon  the  Crofi, 
illuftrated. 

John  xix.  30. 

When  Jefus  therdore  Imd  received  the  vinegar^  he  fold.  It  is  ffuflh 
edi  and  1^  hoHjJtd  his  hadi  aud  gave  up  the  ghofl. 

JT  is  finifbed.     This  is  the  Cxth  remarkable  word  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  crofs,  uttered  as  a  triumphant  Ihout  when 
|ic  faw  the  glorious  iilue  of  aU  his  fuSerings  now  at  hand. 

It  is  but  o^e  word  in  the  original  \  but  in  that  one  word  is  con* 
.  taified  the  ftirp  of  all  joy ;  the  very  (pirits  of  all  divine  confolation. 
"JThe  ancient  Greeks  reckoned  it  their  excellency  to  fpeak  much  in 
a  little  ;  «  to  *  give  a  fea  of  matter  in  a  drop  of  language."  "WTiat 
^ey  only  fought,  is  here  found.  I  find  lome  variety,  (and  in- 
deed variety  rather  than  cofitrariety),  among  expofitors  iibout  tk 
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relation  of  thefe  words.  Some  are  of  opinioni  that  the  antecedent 
is  the  legal  types  and  ceremonies  \  and  {o  make  this  to  be  the  mean- 
ing *  \  It  is  fimfbti:  thatis^  all  tibe  types  and  preirguratioiis  tbit 
Ihadowed  forth  the  redemption  of  fouls,  by  the  Uood  of  Chrift^ 
are  now  fulfilled  and  accomplifhed.  And>  doubtlefs>  as  this  is 
itfelf  a  trutliy  fo  it  is  fuch  a  truth  as  may  not  be  excluded,  as 
foreign  to  the  true  fcope  and  fenfe  of  this  place.  And  though  it 
be  objected,  that  many  types  and  prefigurations  remained  at  this 
time  unfa^isfied,  even  ail  that  looked  to  the  afhisd  death  of  Chriil^ 
his  continuance  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  and  his  refiirre^on  \  yet 
it  is  eafily  removed,  <<  by  confiderZng  that  they  are  £dd  to  be  finifli-* 
(«  ed,  becaufe  thdy  were  juft  finifhing,  or  ready  to  be  findbSied  f 
<<  and  it  is  as  if  Cbrift  had  faid,  I  am  now  putting  the  laft  hand  to 
<<  itf ,"  a  few  moments  of  time  more  will  complete  and  finiih  ft  \ 
I  have  the  fum  now  in  my  hand,  which  will  fully  fatisfy  tmd  pay 
God  the  whole  debt. 

It  is  now  but  bow  the  head,  and  the  work  Is  done,  and  all  the 
types  therein  fulfilled.  So  that  this  cannot  exclude  the  fulfilling  ^ 
of  the  types  in  the  death  of  ChrHl,  from  their  juft  claim  to  th<t 
fenfe  of  this  plac^.  But  yet,  though  we  cannot  here  elxchide  thk 
fenfe,  we  cannot  aDow  it  fo  be  the  whole  or  principal  fenft :  finr 
lo !  a  far  greater  truth  is  contained  here'm,  even  t^e  fint(hing  or 
completing  of  the  whole  defigh  aAd  projeft  of  our  fedenlption,  and 
therein  of  all  the  types  that  prefigured  it«  Both  thefe  judicious  Cal- 
vin icos^oins,  making  the  completing  of  redemptioti  th^  princip^d  ; 
and  the  fulfilling  of  all  the  types  the  cofiateral  and  teft  prlndpat 
fenfe  of  it. 

Yet  it  muft  be  obferved,  when  wd  fay,  Chrift  finifbed  rt* 
demption-work  hf  his  death,  the  iiifsAn^  is  not  that  his  death 
alotjtc  did  finifh  it ;  i&t  his  abode  in  the  grave,  ^efuiinredtion,  and 
atcenfion,  had. all  x>f  theim  their  johit  influence  thereth^  but  tliefe 
bemg  fhortly  to  follow,  all  are  included  in  the  fcope  of  this  place- 
According  theh  td  the  prindpcil  fcope  df  the  place,  we  obferve, 

Doft.  That  Jsfus  Chr^  hath  pei-feBed  aiid  completely  Jint/lbed  the 
great  ^uork  yf^  redemption^  eommitkdto  him  by  God  the  rather* 

To  this  great  truth  the  apoftle  gives  a  fiill  teftimony,  Heb.  x. 
14.  ««  By  one  oflering  he  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are 
«  lanAified."  And  to  the  fame  piirpbfe  fpeaks  Charift,  John  xvii. 
4.  «  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth !  I  have  fihilhed  the  work  thou 

•  He  teaches u»  that. the  full  accomplifluticm  of  our  f&lvation*  an4  every  part 
thereof,  wa3  contained  in  hia  death ;  the  cancelling  all  the  legal  ceremonies  is  cod* 
■cv^cd  with  this  do<9?rinp.     Calvin, 

+  fiShunHcHy^fiijantnfsfuit^ttpantfaaumeJfeL  Cam. 
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«<  gaveft  xne  to  do."     Concerning,  this  work,  and  the  fiiufhing 
thereof  hj  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  crofsy  we  ihall  enquire  what  this 
work  was  \  how  Ghrift  finiflied  it  \  and  what  evidence  can  be  pro« 
duced  for  the  finHhing  of  it. 
.    Fhjl^  What  was  the  work  which  Chrift  finiihed  by  his  death  ? 

It  was  the  fulfiUiz^  the  whole  law  of  God  in  our  room,  and  for 
our  redemption,  as  a  fpohfor  or  furetj  for  us.  The  law  is  a  glo- 
rious thing;  the  h<)linefsof  God,  that  fiery. attribute,  is  engraven 
or  ftamped  upon  every  part  of  it  $  Dent,  xxxiii.  2.  <<  From  his  right 
<<  hand  "went  a  fiery  law."  The  jeaknify  of  the  Lord  watched 
over  every  point  and  tittle  of  it,  for  his  dreadful  and  glorious  name 
was  upon  it;  it  curfed  every  one  that  continued  not  in  all  things 
contained  therein,  GaLiii.  lo.-  Two  things,  therefore,  were  ne-* 
ceflariiy  required  in  him  that  (hould  perfe^y  fulfil  it,  and  both 
found  in  our  Surety,  and  in  him  only,  viz.  a  fubje&ive  and  effec-> 
tlve  perfection. 

•  Fttji,  A  fubjeAiVe  perfeAion.  Hb  that  liranted  this,  could  never 
fay.  It  is  finifbed.  Perfeft  working  always  follows  a  perfeft 
Being.  That  he  might  therefore  finilh  this  great  work  of  obe- 
dience, and  therein  the  glorious  defign  of  our  redemption ;  k>!  in 
I  what  fliining  and  perfect  holineis  was  he  produced!  Luke  i.  3$. 
«  That  holy  thing  that  {hall  be  bom  of  thee,  fhall  be  cdled  the 
f «  Son  of  God.'*  And  indeed,  «  fuch  an  High-pricli  became  u$^ 
f<  who  is  holy,  harmlcfi,  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners,'*  Hcb. 
.vii.  26.  So  that  the  law  could  have  no  exception  againft  his  perfon ; 
nay,  it  was  never  fo  honout^d  fince  its  firft  promulgation,  as  it 
was  by  having  fuch  a  pcrfcft  and  excellent  perfon  as  Chrifl  to 
iland  at  its  bar,  and  give  it  due  reparation. 

Secondly t  There  muft  be  alfo  an  effeftive  perfcffioti,  or  a  perfec- 
tion of  working  and  obeying,  before  it  couldbe  f:dd,  //  isfinifiitd* 
This  Chrift  had;  for  he  continued  in  all  things  written  in  the  law, 
to  do  them :  He  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefsy  as  it  behoved  him  to  do, 
Matt.  iu.  15.  He  did  all  that  was  required  to  be  done,  andfuf- 
fered  all  that  was  requifite  to  be  fuffered ;  he  did  and  fuffered 
all  that  was  commanded  or  threatened,  in  fuch  perfedtton  of 
obqdiexu:e,  both  a^ve  and  paffive,  that  the  pure  eye  of  divine 
juftice  could  not  find  a  flaw  in  it ;  and  fo  finiihed  the  work  his 
Father  gave  him  to  do ;  and  this  work  finifhed  by  our  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift  was  both  a  neceflary,  difficult,  and  precious  work. 

FirJ}^  It  was  a  necefiary  work  which  Chrifk  finifhed  upon  the 
crofs ;  ncceffary,  upon  a  threefold  account. 

Opus  necejjarium  ex  parte  Patris;  It  was  neccffary  on  the  Father's 
account:  I  do  not  mean  that  God  was  under  anyneceffity,  from 
his  nature,  of  redeeming  us  this  Or  any  other  way ;  for  ouf  re- 
demption is  opus  liken  concUii,  an  aft  of  Uie  free  counfel  of  God; 
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but  when  God  had  once  decreed  and  dctermineci^  to  redeem 
and  fave  poor  finners  by  Jcfus  Chrift,  then  it  became  neceilary 
that  the  counfel  of  God  fliould  be  fulfilled  \  Adb  iv.  28.  <«  To 
'<  do  whatfoever  thy  hand  and  counfel  had  before  determined  to 
««.bedone.'* 

Secondly^  Ex  parte  Filii,  It  was  neceflary  with  re(pcft  to  Chrift, 
upon  the  account  of  that  precious  compaft  that  was  betwixt  the 
Father  and  him  about  it.  Therefore  it  is  faid  by  Chrift  himfelf^ 
Luke  xxii.  a  2.  «« Truly  the  Son  of  man  goeth  as  it  was  dcter- 
<«  nuned,"  1.  e.  uS  it  was  fore<-agreed  and  covenanted ;  under  the 
necclfity  of  fulfilling  his  engagement  to  the  Father,  he  came  into 
the  world}  and  being  come,  he  ftlll  minds  his  engagement,  John 
ix.  3.  <<  I  muft  work  the  works  of  him  that  fent  rae.'^ 

Thirdly f  Ex  parte  noflru  Yea,  and  it  was  no  lefs  neceflary  upon 
our  account  that  this  work  (houldbe  finiflied;  for,  had  notChrift 
finifhed  this  work,  fin  had  quickly  finiilied  all  our  lives,  com* 
forts,  and  hopes.  Without  the  finifhing  tliis  work,  not  a  ion  or 
daughter  of  Adam  could  ever  have  fcen  the  face  of  God.  There- 
fore it  is  f^id,  John  iii.  14,  15.  ^<  As  Mofcs  lifted  up  the  ferpent 
**  in  the  wildemefs,  fo  [muft]  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up;  that 
«*  whofoever  belicveth  in  him  ihould  not  perilh,  but  have  cvcr- 
^«  lafling  life."  On  all  thefe  accounts  the  finifhing  of  this  work, 
was  neceflary. 

.  Secondly,  As  it  was  neceflary  this  work  fhould  be  finifhed,  fo  the 
finifhing  of  it  was  exceeding  dlflicult :  It  coft  many  a  cry,  many  a 
groan,  and  many  a  tear,  before  Chrifb  could  fay,  //  isfini/bed.  All 
the  angels  in  heaven  were  not  able,  by  their  united  Ilrength,  to 
Uft  that  burden  one  inch  from  the  ground,  which  Chrifl  bare  upon 
his  fhoulders,  yea,  and  bare  it  ^way.  But  how  heavy  a  burden 
this  was,  may  in  part  appear  by  his  agony  in  the  garden,  and  the 
bitter  outcries  he  made  upon  the  crofs,  which  in  their  propo: 
places  have  been  opened. 

Thirdly y  and  lalUy,  It  was  a  moft  precious  work  which  Chrift 
fixiifhed  by  his  deaths  that  work  was  difpatchcd  and  finiflied  in 
few  hours,  which  will  be  the  matter  of  everlafting  fongs  and 
triumphs  to  the  angels  and  faints  to  all  eternity.  O  it  was  a  pre- 
cious work !  The  mercies  that  now  flow  out  of  this  fountain,  viz. 
jufKfication,  fan£lification,  adoption,  l^c.  arc  not  to  be  valued  \ 
befides  the  endlefs  happinefs  and  glory  of  the  world  to  come, 
.which  cannot  enter  into  the  heart  of  map  to  conceive.  If  the  an- 
gels fang  when  the  foundation-flone  was  laid,  what  fhouts,  what 
tnumphs  fhould  there  be  among  the  faints,  when  this  voice  is 
licardi  h  is  fni/bed  ! 

Sicondlyy  Let  us  next  inform  ourfelves  how,  and  in  what  manner 
VojL.  h  3  I 
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Jefus  Chrift  £ini(hed  this  glorious  workj  and  if  you  fcarch  the 
fcriptures  upon  that  account,  you  will  find  that  he  finifhed  it  obe- 
diently/ freely,  diligently,  and  fully- 

K^y?,  This  bleffcd  work  was  fiiliiheJ  by  Jefus  Chrift  moft  obe- 
diently, Phil,  ii,  8.  "  He  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death 
**  of  the  crpfs."  "  His  obedience  was  the  obedience  of  a  ferx'ant, 
•*  though  not  fervile  obedience*/'  So  it  was  foretold  of  him, 
before  he  touched  this  work,  Ifa.  1.  5.  «<  The  Lord  God  hath 
"  opened  mine  ear,  and  I  was  not  rebellious,  neither  turned  away 
<*  back  j"  i,  e.  My  Father  told  me  the  very  worft  of  it ;  he 
told  me  what  hard  and  heavy  things  I  muft  undergo,  if  ever  I 
finifhed  this  defign  of  redemption  j  and  I  was  not  rebellions,  i.  e. 
I  heartily  fubmitted  to,  and  accepted  all  thofe  difficulties ;  for  there 
is  a  Meiofis  in  the  words;  I  was  content  to  ftoop  to  the  hardeft 
and  moft  ignominious  part  of  it,  rather  than  not  finifh  it. 

Secondly^  As  Chrift  finifhed  it  obediently,  fo  he  finifhed  it  firee- 
ly. .  Freedom  and  obedience  in  afting  are  not  at  all  oppofite  to, 
or  cxclufive  of  each  other.  Mofes*  mother  nurfed  him  in  obe- 
dience to  the  command  of  Pharaoh's  daughtej^  yet  moft  freely 
with  refp^ft  to  her  own  delight  and  contentment  in  that  work.  So 
it  is  faid  of  Chrift,  and  that  by  his  own  mouth,  John  x.  1 7,  1 8. 
<*  Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  becaufe  I  lay  down  my 
•**  life,  that  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man  taketh  it  from  me, 
**  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf :  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and 
*•  I  have  power  to  take  it  up  ;^gain.  This  commandment  have  I 
*<  received  of  my  Father .'^  He  liked  the  work  for  the  end's  fake* 
When  be  had  a  profpecl  of  it  from  eternity,  then  were  his  delights 
with  the  fons  of  men :  then  he  rejoiced  in  the  habitable  parts  of 
the  earth.  Pro  v.  viii.  30,  31.  And  when  he  came  into  the  world 
about  it,  with  what  a  full  and  free  confent  did  his  heart  echo  to 
the  voice  of  his  Father  calling  him  to  it*;  juft  as  you  fliall  fome- 
times  hear  an  echo  anftvering  your  voice  two  or  three  times  over, 
Pfal.  xl.  *'  Lo,  I  come :  I  delight  to  do  thy  will :  thy  law  is  witli- 
*«  in  my  heart."     He  finiflied  the  work  freely. 

Tlnrdly^  As  he  finiftied  it  freely,  fo  he  finifhed  it  diligentlyj  he 
wrought  hard  from  the  morning  of  his  life  to  the  end  of  it;  he 
was  never  idle  whcx*evcr  he  was,  but  «*  went  about  doing  good,** 
Afts  X.  38.  Sometimes  he  was  fo  intent  upon  his  work,  that 
«  he  forgat  to  eat  bread,"  John.iv.  30,  31,  As  the  life  of  fbme 
men  is  but  a  diverfion  from  one  trifle  to  another,  from  one  plea- 
fure  to  another ;  fo  the  whole  life  of  Chrift  was  fpent  and  taken  up 
betwixt  one  work  and  another  :  never  was  a  life  fo  filled  up  %vith 

•  Qbeditniia  fervl^  non  fcrvilis. 
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labour :  the  very  moments  of  his  time  were  all  employed  for  God 
to  finifh  this  work..  , 

Fourthly^  and  laftly,  Hcfinijhed  it  completely  and  fully.  All  that 
was  to  be  done  by  way  of  impetration  and  meritorious  redemption 
is  fully  done  \  no  hand  can  come  after  his  \  angels  can  add  nothinjg 
to  it*.  "  That  is  perfefted  to  which  nothing  is  wanting,  and  to 
«  which  nothing  can  be  added."  Such  is  the  work  Clu"ift 
finilhcd.  Whatever  the  law  demanded  is  perfeftly  paid;  what- 
ever a  (inner  needs,  is  perfeftly  obtained  and  purchafed  ;  nothing 
can  be  added  to  what  Chrift  hath  done  \  he  put  the  laft  hand  to 
it,  when  he  faid,  //  isfinifbed.  Thus  you  fee  what  the  work  was, 
and  how  Chrift  finiflied  it. 

Thirdly^  In  the  laft  place,  let  us  confider  what  afTurance  or  evi- 
dence we  have  that  Chrift  hath  fo  finifhed  redemption-work  :  and 
if  you  purfue  that  inquiry,  you  will  find  thefe,  among  other  plain 
evidences  of  it. 

Firfly  When  Chrift  died,  redemption-work  muft  needs  be  finifli- 
ed, inafmuch  as  the  blood,  as  well  as  the  obedience  of  Clirift,  was 
of  infinite  value  and  efficacy,  fufiiciently  able  to  accomplifli  all  the 
end^  for  which  it  was  fhed ;  "  and  that  not  by  divine  acceptation, 
**  but  upon  the  account  of  its  proper  valuef ."  This  cfFeft,  viz.  the 
finifhing  redemption  work  ,meritorioufly  by  Chrift,  doth  not  ex-  ' 
ceed  the  power  of  the  caufe  to  whiclf  we  affign  it,  viz.  the  death 
of  Chrift.  And  if  there  be,  a  fole  fufficient  caufe  in  aft,  what 
hinders  but  the  effeft  flipuld  follow  ?  There  was  certainly  enough 
in  Chrift's  blood  to  fatisfy  the  utmoft  demand  of  juftice  :  when  that 
therefore  is  aftually  flied,  juftice  is  fully  paid,  and,  confequcntly, 
the  fouk  for  whom,  and  m  whofe  ryimes  it  is  paid,  arc  fully  redeem- 
ed from  the  curfe  by  the  merit  thereof. 

Secondly^  It  is  apparent  that  Chrift  finifhed  the  work,  by  the 
djfcharge.  or  acquittance  God  the  father  gave  him,  when  he  raifed 
him  from  the  dead,  and  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand.  If  Chrift, 
the  finner's  furety,  be,  as  fuch,  difcliargcd  by  God  the  creditor, 
then  the  debt  is  fully  paid.  Now  Chrift  was  juftified,  and  cleared 
at  his  refurrcftion,  from  all  charges  and  demands  of  juftice ;  there- 
fore it  IS  faid,  I  Tim.  iii.  16.  that  he  vt-i&juf'died  in  the  fpirit^  i.  e. 
openly  difcharged  by  that  very  aft  of  the  Godhead,  his  raifing 
him  from  the  dead.  For  when  the  grave  was  opened,  and  Chrift 
arofe,  it  was  to  him  as  the  opening  of  the  prifon-doors,  and  fetting 
a  furety  at  liberty,  who  was  confined  for  another  man's  debt.  To 
the  fame  fenfe  Chrift  fpeaks  of  his  afcenfion,  John  xvi.  10.  <<Thc 
«  fpirit  (faith  he)  fhall  convince  the  world  of  righteoufnefs,"  1.  c. 
■"''*'■  —  ■■■'■•'% 

*   Perfe&um  efif  ati  nibil  deefty  ei  eui  nihil  addi  potefi. 
•{•  iSTo/i  ex  ^vina  accept ativne^  fed  acproprf  ^a^r\ 
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of  a  complete  and  perfeA  righteoufncfi  in  me,  imputable  to  fin- 
ners  for  their  perfcft  juib'fi cation.  And  whereby  Ihall  he  convince 
and  iVIsfy  them  that  is  fo  ?  Why,  by  this,  "  Becaufc  I  go  to  the 
<'  Fatiicr  and  ye  fee  me  no  more.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
force  and  weight  in  thofe  words,  «*  becaufe  you  fte  me  no  more  r 
for  it  amounts  to  this  much  j  by  this  you  fhall  be  fatisfied  I  have 
fully  and  completely  performed  all  righteoufnefs,  and  that,  by  my 
aftive  and  pafliye  obedience  ;  I  have  fo  fully  iatisii^d  God  for  yoa, 
as  that  you  fhall  never  be  charged  or  condemned  ;  becaufe,  when 
I  go  to  heaven,  I  fiiall  abide  there  in  glory  with  my  Father,  and 
not  be  fent  back  again,  as  I  fhould,  if  any  thing  had  been  omit- 
ted by  me.  And  this  the  apoflle  gives  you  alfo  in  fb  manv  plain 
words,  Heb.  x.  12,  13,  14.,  «<  After  he  had  offered  one  iacri£ce 
*'  for  fins,  for  ever  fat  down  on  the  right-hand  of  God,**  And 
what  doth  he  infer  from  that,  but  the  very  truth  before  us,  verfc 
14.  that  ««  by  one  offering  he  hath  perfefted  for  ever  them  that 
«  are  fan^ified  ?" 

Thirdly,  It  is  evident  CJirifl  hath  finifhed  the  work,  by  the 
bleffed  effefts  of  it  upon  all  that  believe  in  him ;  for  by  virtue  of 
the  completencfs  of  Chrift's  work,  finifhed  by  his  death,  theiir 
confciences  are  now  rationally  pacified,  and  their  fouls,  at  death, 
aftually  received  into  glory ;  neither  of  which  could  be,  if  Clirift 
•  had  not  in  this  world  finifhed  the  work.  If  Cluifl  had  doxie  his 
Vork  imperfeftly,  he  could  not  have  given  reft  and  tranquillity  to 
the  labouring  and  burdened  fouls  that  come  to  ^Jm,  as  now  he 
doth,  Mat.  xi.  28,,  Confcience  would  ftill  be  hefitating,  trem- 
bling, and  unfatisficd ;  and  had  he  not  finifl^ed  his  work,  he  could 
iiDt  have  had  entrance  through  the  vail  of  his  flefh  into  heaven^ 
,uS  all  that  believe  in  Wm  have,  Heb.  x.  19,  20.  If  he  had  but 
a/m^  doi^e  that  work,  we  had  been  but  nhno/l  faved^  that  is,  cer- 
tainly damned.  And  thus  you  fee  briefly  the  evidences  that  the 
«;^i  is  finilhed. 

Inf.  r.  Hath  Chrifl:  perfefted  and  completely  fmiflicd  all  his 
work  for  us  ?  hw  fiveel  a  relief  is  this  I0  us  that  heiie^^e  in  hitn, 
a^ai?l/l  all  th*  dtftEfs  and  imperfcBions  of  all  the  worts  of  God ^  thai  ere 
icrought  hy  us.  There's  nothing  finilhed  that  we  do  :  all  our  du- 
ties are  impcrfe<^  duties ;  they  come  off  lamely,  and  defeiUvcIy 
from  our  hands.  It  is  Chrift's  charge  againft  the  church  of  Sar* 
dis.  Rev.  iii.  2.  I  have  not  Jbund  thy  works  wi^xr^o/xifx,  perfect, 
or  filled  up  before  God.  O  there  is  much  emptinel's  and  vanity 
in  the  beft  of  our  duties ;  but  here  is  the  grand  reilief,  and  ,that 
which  anfwers  to  all  the  grounds  of  our  doubts  and  fears  upon  that 
account ;  Jefus  Chrift  hath  finifhed  all  his  work,  though  we  can 
finifh  none  of  ours :  and  fo,  though  we  be  defective,  poor,  im- 
perfeft  creatures^  in  ourfelves,  yet,  notwithftanding,  we  are  com- 
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plete  io  him)  Col.  ii.  9,  lo*    Though  we  cannot  porfedij  obe^ 
x>r  fulfil  one  command  of  the  law,  yet  is  *'  the  righteoufneis  of  the 
«  law  fulfilled  in  us  that  believe,"  Rom.  viii.  4.     Chrift's  com- 
plete  obedience   being  imputed  to  us,  makes  us  complete,  and^ 
without  fault  before  God. 

It  is  true,  we  ought  to  be  huuibled  for  our  defcfb,  and  troi»* 
t>led  for  every  failing  in  obedience  ;  but  we  fhould  not  be  diicoi»- 
raged,  though  multitudes  of  weaknefies  be  upon  us,  and  many 
infirmities  compais  us  about,  in  every  duty  we  put  oiur  hand  to  : 
though  we  have  no  righteoufnefs  of  omr  own  $  yet  of  God,  Chrifl: 
is  made  unto  us  righteoufnefs :  an4  that  righteoufiieis  of  his  is 
infinitely  better  thah  our  own :  inftead  of  our  own,  we  have  his. 
O  blefled  be  God  for  Clirift's  perfeft  righteoufnefs  ! 

Inf,  2.  Did  Chrift  finiih  his  work  with  his  own  hand  ?  How 
dangerous  and  difhovourable  a  thing  is  ity  to  join  any  thing  of  out  own  to 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift^  in  point  of  jujlifi^ation  before  God*  Jefus 
Chrift  will  never  endure  this ;  it  reflet  upon  his  work  difhonour* 
ably;  he  doth  not  (in  this  cafe)  zSo.^  foetal  glory  :  not  I,  and  my 
God  -,  I,  and  my  Chrift,  did  this  j  he  will  be  all,  or  none,  in  your 
juflificatioiu  If  he  have  finiflied  the  work,  what  need  of  our  ad- 
ditions ?  And  if  not,  to  what  purpofe  are  they  ?  Can  we  finifii  thst 
wluch  Chrift  himfelf  could  not  i  But  we  would  fain  be  fharing 
with  him  in  this  honour,  which  he  will  never  endure.  Did  he 
finifli  the  work  by  himfelf,  and  will  he  ever  divide  the  glory  and 
praife  of  it  with  us  ?  No,  no,  Chrift  is  no  half  Saviour.  O  it  is  an 
hard  thing  to  bring  thefe  proud  hearts  to  live  upon  Chrift  for  righ« 
tcoufiaefs  :  we  would  fain  add  our  penny  to  make  up  Chrift*s  fum. 
But  if  you  would  have  it  fo,  or  have  nothing  to  do  with  Chrift, 
you  and  your  penny  muft  perifh  together,  Ifa.  1.  ult.  God  gives 
us  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  he  gave  manna  to  the  Ifraelitea 
Jn  the  wildernefs.  It  is  faid,  Deut.  viii.  16.  <^  That  he  fed  them 
*<  with  manna  in  the  wildemeis,  that  he  might  humble  them.** 
The  quality  of  the  food  was  not  humbling,  for  it  was  angels  food, 
but  the  manner  of  giving  it  was  fo :  they  muft  live  by  faith  upon 
God  for  it,  from  day  to  day.  This  was  not  like  other  food,  pro- 
duced by  their  own  labour.  Certainly  God  takes  the  right  way  t6 
humble  proud  nature,  in  calling  finners  wholly  firom  their  own 
righteoufnefs  to  Chrift's  for  their  juftification. 

Inf  3.  Did  Chrift  finifli  his  work  for  us  :  Then  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  but  he  will  alfo  finjffj  his  nvork  in  us.  As  he  began  the 
work  of  our  redemption,  and  finiQied  it ;  fo  he  that  hath  begun 
the  good  work  in  you,  will  alfo  finifli  it  upon  your  fouls.  And  of 
this  the  apoftle  faith,  «  He  is  confident,"  Phil,  u  6.  Jefus  Chrift 
is  not  only  called  the  author ^  but  alfo  th^finijher  of  our  faith,  Heb. 
xii.  2.     If  he  begin  it^  no  doubt  but  he  w^l  finiih  it.*    And  indeed 
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4he  finifliing  of  his  own  work  of  redemption  without  us,  gives  full 
evidence  that  he  will  finifh  his  work  of  fanflification  within  us ; 
and  that  becaufe  thefc  two  works  of  Chrift  have  a  refpeft  and  re- 
lation to  each  other ;  and  fuch  a  relation^  that  the  work  he  finiih- 
ed  by  his  own  death>  refurredtion,  ai^d  ai^enfion,  would  be  in  vain 
to  US}  if  the  work  of  fanAification  in  us  fhouid  not  in  like  manner 
be  finifhed.  Therefore,  as  he  prefented  a  perfeft  facrifice  to  God, 
and  finifhed  redemption-work ;  fo  will  he  prefent  every  man  per- 
fect and  complete,  for  whom  he  offered  up  himfelf ;  for  he  wUl 
not  lofe  the  end  of  all  his  iufferings  at  laft.  To  what  purpole 
would  his  meritorious  impetration  be,  without  complete  and  full 
application  ?  Be  not  therefore  difcouraged  at  the  defefts  and  im- 
perfections of  your  inherent  grace :  be  humbled  for  them,  but  be 
not  dejected  by  them  :  this  is  Chrift's  work,  as  well  as  that :  that 
work  is  finifhed,  and  fo  will  this. 

Inf.  4*  Is  Chrifli's  work  of  redemption  a  complete  and  finifhed 
work  ?  How  excellent  and  comfortable  beyond  all  compare^  is  the  me* 
tbod  and  nvay  of  faith  /  Surely  the  way  of  believing  is  the  mofl  ex- 
cellent way  in  which  a  poor  finner  can  approach  God ;  for  it  brings 
before  him  a  complete,  intire,  perfeft  righteoufnefs ;  and  this 
mufl  needs  be  mofl  honourable  to  God,  mofl  comfortable  to  the 
foul  that  draws  nigh  to  God.  O  what  a  complete,  finifhed,  per- 
feft thing  b  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl !  the  fearching  eye  of  the 
holy  and  jealous  God  cannot  find  the  leafl  flaw  or  defeft  in  it. 
Let  God  or  confcience  look  upon  it  j  turn  it  every  way ;  view  it 
on  every  fide  5  thoroughly  weigh  and  examine  it,  it  will  appear  a 
pure,  a  perfeft  piece,  containing  in  it  whatfoevcr  is  neccffary  for 
the  reconciling  of  an  angry  God,  or  pacifying  of  a  diftrefTed  and 
perplexed  foul.  How  pleafing,  therefore,  and  acceptable  to  God 
mufl  be  that  faith,  which  prefents  fo  complete  and  excellent  an 
atonement  to  him  !  HenccJ  the  afting  of  our  faith  upon  Chrift  for 
righteoufnefs,  the  approaches  of  faith  to  God  with  fiich  an  accep- 
table prefent,  is  called  the  work  of  God  ;  that  is,  the  moft  grateful, 
acceptable,  and  well  pleafing  work  to  (>od  that  a  creature  can 
perform ;  John  vi.  ap.  "  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  be- 
^<  lieve/*  One  aft  <Jf  faith  plcafcs  him  more,  than  if  you  fhouid 
toil  all  your  lives  at  a  tafk  of  obedience  to  the  law.  As  it  is  more 
for  God's  honour  and  thy  comfort,  to  pay  all  thou  owefl  him  at 
one  payment,  in  one  full  fum,  than  to  be  paying  by  very  fmall 
degrees,  and  never  be  able  to  make  full  payment,  or  fee  the 
bond  cancelled  ;  fo  this  perfeft  work  only  produces  perfeft  peace. 

Inf  5.  Did  Chrifl  work,  and  work  out  all  that  God  gave  him 
to  do,  till  he  had  finifhed  his  work  ?  Hoiv  necejfary  then  is  a  lahrious 
working  life  to  all  that  call  themfelves  Chrjftians?  The  life  of  Chriil, 
you  fee,  wa^  a  laborious  life.     Shall  he  work  and  we  play  ?  Shall  a 
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zealous,  aAive,  vrorking  Chrift  be  reproached  with  idle^  negli- 
gent and  lazy  followers?  O  work,  and  luorl  nut  your  ovtnfeJvatiott^ 
^uitb  fear  and  tremhlingy  Fhil.  ii.  12. 

ObjeFl^  But  if  Chrift  wrought  {o  hard,  we  may  fit  ftill.  If  he 
fini(hed  the  work,  nothing  remains  for  us  to  do. 

Sclut,  Nothing  of  that  work  which  Chrift  did,  remauis  for  you 
to  do.  It  is  your  commendation  and  duty  to  leave  all  that  to 
Chrift  :  but  there  is  other  work  for  you  to  doj  yea,  ftorc  of  work 
lying  upon  your  hands.  You  muft  work  as  well  a3  Chrift,  though 
not  for  the  fame  ends  Chrift  did.  He  wrought  hard  to  fatisfy  the 
law,  by  fulfilling  all  righteoufnefs.  He  wrought  all  his  life  long, 
to  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  to  juftify  you  before  God.  This  work 
falls  to  no  hand  but  Chrift:*s :  but  you  muft  work,  to  obey  the 
conmiands  of  CSirift  into  whofe  right  ye  are  come  by  redemption : 
you  muft  work,  to  teftify  your  thankfulnels  to  Chrift,  tor  the 
work  finiftied  for  you:  you  muft  work,  to  glorify  God  by  your 
obedience :  let  your  light  fijhine  before  men.  For  theie,  and  divers 
other  fuch  ends  and  reafons,  your  life  muft  be  a  working  life. 
God  preferve  all  his  people  from  the  grofe  and  vile  opinions  of  An^ 
tinom'ian  libertines^  who  cry  up  grace,  and  decry  obedience :  who 
under  (pecious  pretences  of  exalting  a  naked  Chrift  upon  the 
throne,  do  indeed  ftrip  him  naked  of  a  great  part  of  his  glory, 
and  vilely  dethrone  him.  My  pen  fhall  not  Engliih  what  mine 
eyes  have  read*.     Tell  it  not  in  Gath. 

But  for  thee,  reader,  be  thou  a  follower  of  Chrift,  imitate 
thy  pattern  j  yea,  let  me  perfuadc  thee,  as  ever  thou  hopeft  to 
clear  up  thine  Intereft  in  him,  imitate  him  in  fuch  particulars  as 
thefe  that  follow. 

Firft^  Chrift  began  early  to  work  for  God :  he  took  the  morn- 
ing of  his  life,  even  the  vary  beginning  of  it,  to  work  for  God; 
*«  How  is  it  (faid  he  to  his  parents,  when  he  was  but  a  child  of 
«  about  twelve  years  old)  that  ye  fought  me?  Wift  ye  not  that  I 
«'  muft  be  about  my  Father's  bufinefs?"  Reader,  if  the  morning  of 
thy  life  be  not  gone,  O  devote  it  to  the  work  of  God  as  Chrift  did: 
if  it  be,  ply  thy  work  the  clofer  in  the  afternoon  of  thy  life.  If  a 
man  have  any  great  and  neceiTary  buflnefs  to  do,  it  is  good  doing 
it  in  the  morning  \  afterwards  a  hurry  of  buflnefs  and  diverfton 
comes  on. 

Secondly i  As  Chrift  began  betime,  fo  he  followed  his  work  dofe: 
he  was  early  up,  and  he  wrought  hard,  fo  hard,  that »« he  forgat 
<*  to  eat  bread,''  John  i v.  31,  32.     So  zealous  was  he  in  his  ra- 

•  Da  mihi  Cbriftum,  non  qustrc  dona  gratia,  fed  Chrijtum,  Non  qvaro  pfmiffonet^ 
fed  Chriflum,  Non  qtiaro  fanBifcattonem^  fed  Chrifium*  Ne  mihi  narrafabulam  dt  mt^ 
dUt^e^  ft  affcjQi  narra  mibide  Chrjfio.    ComxncQtwius^  de  fiatu  £cdc£  Brit.  p.  45. 
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thcr's  work,  tfiat  Iiis  friends  ^<  thought  that  he  had  been  befide^ 
^«  himfeif,*^  Mark  lii.  2i.  So  zealous  that  «  the  zeal  of  God's 
^  houfc  eat  him  up."  He  flew  like  a  feraphim^  ia  a  flame  of  zeal, 
ibotff  the  work  of  Gad.  O  be  not  ye  like  (nails.  What  ♦  Auguftus 
faid  of  the  young  Roman,  well  beeomcs  the  true  Chriltian, 
^  ^haflbevcr  he  doth,  he  doth  it  to  purpofe.'* 

Thirdly^  Chrift  often  thought  upon  the  fliorfnefs  of  his  time, 
and  wrought  hard  becaufe  he  knew  his  wor3dng-ttme  would  be 
but  Kttle'.  So  you  find  it,  John  ix.  4.  <^  I  muft  work  the  works 
^*  of  him  that  fent  me,  whilfl  it  is  day  ;  the  night  cometh,  when 
*  lio  man  can  work."  O  in  this  ht  like  Chrift:  rouze  your  hearts 
to  diligence  with  this  confideration.  If  a  man  have  much  to  write, 
and  be  almoft  come  to  the  end  of  his  paper,  Ik  will  write  clofe, 
and  thereby  ptit  much  matter  in  a  little  room. 

Fowthlyy  He  did  much  ^yo^k  for  God  in  a  very  filent  manner  : 
he  wi^ught  hard,  but  did  not  fpoil  his  work,  when  he  had 
wrought  It,  by  vain  oftentation.  When  he  had  exprefl!cd  his 
charity  in  his  afts  of  mercy  and  bounty  to  men,  he  would  humbly 
fcal  up  the  glory  of  it,  with  this  charge ;  *'  fee  ye  tell  no  man  of 
"  it,"  M::tt.  vi'ii.  4.  He  affefted  no  popular  air.  All  the  aiigels 
in  heaven  could  not  do  what  Chrift  did,  and  ye?  he  called  hinSelf 
a  nvGrm^  for  all  that,  Pfal.  xxii.  6.  O  imitate  your  pattern ; 
"Work  hard  for  God,  and  let  not  pride  blow  upon  it,  when  you 
have  done.  It  is  hard  for  a  man  to  do  much,  and  not  value  him^ 
felf  f6r  it  too  much. 

Fifthly y  Chrift  carried  on  his  work  for  God  refolvcdly:  no  dit 
couragements  would  beat  him  off,  though  never  any  work  met 
with  more  from  firft  to  laft.  How  did  Scribes  and  Pharifees, 
Jews,  Gentiles,  yea,  devils  fet  i\pon  him,  by  perfecutions,  and 
reproaches,  violent  oppolitions,  and  fubtle  temptations ;  but  yet, 
lie  goes  on  with  his  Fatlttr's  work  for  all  that :  he  is  deaf  to  all 
difcouragementsf.  So  it  was  foretold  of  liim,  Ifa.  xlii.  4.  *<  He 
**  fliall  iiot  fail,  nor  be  difcouraged."  O  that  more  of  this  (pirit 
of  Chrift  were  in  his  people  :  O  that,  in  the  ftrength  of  love  to 
Chrift,  and  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  you  would  pour  out  your 
hearts  in  fervice,  and  like  a  river,  fweep  down  all  dHcouragements 
before  you. 

Sixtklyy  He  continued  working,  whilft  he  continued  living; 
His  life  and  labour  ended  together  :  He  fainted  not  in  his  work  : 
Nay,  the  greatrft  work  he  did  in  this  world,  was  his  laft  work. 
O  be  like  Chrift  in  this,  be  not  weary  of  well-doing :  Give  not 
over  the  work  of  God,  while  you  can  move  hand  and  tongue  to 

•   ^^tic^uld  vultf  valJc  vu!t, 

t  Smtkr^  ab  diet  Hit.    L  e»  He  Ihall  proceed  the  more  refolntdy  l^ecavfc  of 
obftadoi. 
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promote  it,  and  fee  tbiit  your  laft  works  be  ni<ire  than  your  firfti 
O  let  the  motions  of  your  foul  after  Uod  be,  as  all  natural  motions 
are,  fwsfteft  when  neareft  the  centre*.  Say  not  it  is  enough,  whilft 
there  Is  any  capacity  of  doing  more  for  God<  In  thefe  things^ 
Chriftiam,  be  like  your  Saviour* 

Inf.  6.  Did  Chrift  finifli  his  work?  Look  to  it  ChrjftianSt  that  ye 
alfojimfh  your  work  ivbich  God  hath  gi^t^n  you  to  do:  That  you  may 
with  conrfort  faV,  when  death  approaches,  as  Chrift  faid,  John 
xvii.  4«  <(  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth,  I  have  finifhed  the  work 
<«  thou  gaveft  me  to  do;  and  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  tat 
"  with  thine  own  fe^f,"  Chrift  had  a  work  committed  to  him, 
and  he  finiOied  it  \  you  have  a  work  alfo  committed  to  you :  O 
fee  that  you  may  be  able  to  fay,  it  is  Bniihed  when  your  time  is 
fb  :  O  work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling ;  and, 
that  I  may  perfuade  you  to  it,  1  befcech  you  lay  thefe  confidera- 
tions  clofe  to  heart. 

Firfif  If  your  work  be  not  done  before  you  die,  it  can  never  be 
done  when  you  are  dead.  <<  There  is  no  work  nor  knowledge, 
<*  nof  device  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  gocft,'*  Ecclcf.  ix.  5,  10. 
They  that  go  down  to  the  pit  cannot  celebrate  the  name  of  God, 
Ifa.  xxxviii.  18.  Death  binds  up  the  hand  from  working  any 
more;  flrikes  dumb  the  tongue  that  it  can  fpeak  no  more;  for 
then  the  compofition  is  difTolvcd*  The  body,  which  is  the  fours 
inftrument  to  work  by,  is  broken  and  thrown  afide:  the  foul  itfelf 
prcfented  immediately  before  the  Lord,  to  give  an  account  of  all 
its  works.  O  therefore,  feeing  the  night  comcth,  when  no  man 
can  work,  as  Chrift  fpeaks,  John  ix.  4.  make  hafte  and  finifh 
your  work. 

Second/yi  If  you  finifh  not  your  work,  as  the  feafon  of  working, 
To  the  feafon  of  mercy  will  be  over  at  death.  Do  not  think,  you 
that  have  negleftcd  Chrift  all  your  lives,  you  that  could  ixever  be 
perfuaded  to  a  laborious  holy  lifo,  that  ever  your  cries  and  in- 
treaties  ^all  prevail  with  God  for  mercy,  when  your  feafon  is 
paft:  No,  it  is  too  late;  "  Will  God  hear  hb  cry,  when 
**  troubles  come  upon  liim  ?*'  Job  xxvii.  9.  The  feafon  of  mercy 
is  then  over;  as  the  tree  falls ^  fo  it  lies:  Then  he  that  is  holy  fhall 
be  holy  flill,  and  he  that  is  filthy  fliall  be  filthy  ftill.  Alas,  poor 
ibuls,  you  come  too  late:  <<  The  mafter  of  the  houfe  is  rifen  up, 
««  and  the  doors  are  Ihut,"  Luke  xix.  42.  The  feafon  is  over: 
happy  had  it  been  if  ye  had  known  the  day  of  your  vifitation. 

Lajllyy  If  your  work  be  not  finifhed  when  you  come  to  die,  you 
can  never  finifh  your  lives  with  conofort.    He  that  hatli  not  finHh- 

Vol.  L  3  K 

•  Si  dix'^ifyffclty  periifii,    Ifthott  on«e  fiijr  it  i«  caoti^,  thou  art  loft. 
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cd  his  nxfork  with  care,  can  never  finifh  h^s  courfe  with^y.  O  whit 
a  (Ufinai  cafe  is  that  foul  m,  that  finds  itfelf  hirprized  by  death  in 
an  unready  pofture !  To  tie  ihivcring  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
faying,  Lord,  what  will  become  of  me !  O  I  cannot,  I  davenot  die  \ 
For  the  poor  foul  to  flirink  back  into  the  body,  and  cry,  OA,  k 
^ifere  better  for  me  to  d^  any  thing  than  £e.  Why,  what's  the  matter? 
Oh,  I  am  in  a  Chriftlefs  ftate,  and  dare  not  go  beftnr  that  awfiil 
judgment-^eat.  If  I  had  m  feafon  made  Chrift  fure,  I  couM  then 
die  with  peace.  Lord,  what  fhall  I  do  ?  How  doft  thou  like  this, 
reader  ?  Will  this  be  \  comfortable  clofe  I  When  one  aflced  a 
Chriftian  that  conftantly  fpent  fix  hours  ev^ry  day  in  prayer,  why 
he  dki  fo?  He  anfwered,  OA,  Imuft£ey  Inwfidie.  WcMthco, 
look  to  it  that  yopfinifli  your  work  as  Chrift  alfo  did  his. 


SERMON    XXXVI. 

iTie  feventh  and  laft  Word  with  which  Christ  breathed  out  his 
Soul,  illuftrated. 

Luke  xxiii.  46. 

And  v^en  Jejus  bad  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he  faid.  Father,  into 
thy  bands  I  commend  my  fpirit ;  and  havwgftnd  thus,  be  gave  u^ 
theghojf.  ^  ^-^  »       «       -y 

T«ESE  are  the  laft  of  the  laft  words  of  our  Lard  Jefus  Chrift 
upon  the  crofs,  with  which  he  breathed  out  his  fouL  They 
were  David's  words  before  him,  PfaL  xxxi.  5.  and  for  fubftancc, 
.Stephen  s  after  him,  Afts  vii.  27.  They  are  words  fell,  both  of 
faith  and  oomfort  j  fit  to  be  the  laft  breathings  of  every  gracious 
foul  in  this  world.  They  are  refolved  into  thefe  five  particulais: 
/^/'S'^*  ^^  ^^^''  ^-^i>eA^%»  or  committing :  The  Lord  Jrfiu 
Cbri/l,  who  in  this,  as  wcU  as  in  other  things,  afted  as  a  conunon 
perfon,  as  the  head  of  the  church*.  This  muft  be  remarked  care- 
tally,  for  therein  Hes  no  fmall  part  of  a  believer^s  confolarion: 
When  Chrift  commends  his  foul  to  God,  he  doth  as  it  were  bind 
up  all  the  fouls  of  the  eleft  in  one  bundle  with  it,  and  folemnly 
prcfents  them  all  with  his,  to  his  Father's  acceptance:  To  this 
,  porpofe  one  aptly  renders  it. 

«  This  commendatbn  made  by  Chrift,  turns  to  the  fmgular 

•  He  commends  not  his  foul  to  the  Fatluv  ah  k:.  ......  ...-r...  1  ».       • 
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'<  profit  and  advantage  of  our  fouls ;  inafmucli  as  Chrift^  by  this 
<i  very  prayer,  hath  delivered  them  into  his  Father's  hand,  as  a 
«  precious  treafure,  whenever  the  time  comes  that  they  are  to'  he 
«<  loofed  from  the  bodies  which  they  now  inhabit*/'  Jcfus  Chrift 
neither  lived  nor  died  for  himfelf,  but  for  believers  \  what  he  did 
in  thb  very  aA,  refers  to  them  as  well  as  to  his-  own  foul :  You 
nmft  look  therefore  upon  Chrift,  in  this  laft  anid  folemn  aA  of  his 
life,  as  gathering  all  the  fouk  ef  the  eleA  together,  and  making 
a  folemn  tender  of  them  all,  with  his  own  foul  to  God. 

Secondly f  The  depojitwrj^  or  perfon  to  whom  he  commits  this 
precious  treafure,  and  that  was  to  his  own  Father  :  «  Father,,  in- 
«  to  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit."  Father  is  a  fweet  encouraging, 
afluring  title :  Well  may  a  fon  commit  any  concernment,  how  dear 
foever,  into  the  hands  of  a  father,  efpecially  fuch  a  fon  into  the 
hands  of  fuch  a  father.  <<  By  the  hands  of  the  Father  into  which 
<<  he  commits  his  foul,  we  are  not  to  underftand  the  naked  or 
«  mere  power,  but  the  fatherly  acceptation  and  protedion  of 
«  Godf.'' 

Thirdly^  The  defojitumy  or  thing  committed  into  this  hand, 
{my  fpirif\  L  e.  my  foul,  now  inftantly  departing,  upon  the  very 
point  of  feparation  from  my  body.  The  foul  is  the  moft  precious 
of  all  treafures,  it  is  called  the  darling,  Pfal.  xxxv.  17.  or,  «  the 
<<  only  one:]:,"  i.  e.  that  which  is  moft  excellent,  and  therefore 
moft  dear  and  precious :  A  whole  world  is  but  a  trifle,  if  weighed, 
for  the  price  of  one  fotd.  Mat.  xvi.  26.  This  ineftimable  treafore 
he  now  commits  into  his  Father's  hands. 

Fourthly^  The  AB  by  which  he  puts  it  into  that  faithftil  hand  of 
the  Father,  vx^aOnnixeu,  I  commend^.  We  rightly  render  it  in  the 
prefent  tenfe,  though  the  word  be  future  :  For,  with  thefe  words 
he  breathed  out  his  foul.  This  word  is  of  the  fame  import  with 
tfimrufu,  I  prefent,  or  tender  it  into  thy  hands ;  It  was  in  Chrift  an 
aA  of  Faith,  a  moft  fpecial  and  excellent  aA  intended  as  a  prece- 
dent for  all  his  people. 

Fiftblyy  and  laftly.  The  laft  thing  obfervable  is,  the  manner  in 
which  he  uttered  thefe  words,  and  that  was  with  a  loud  voice  \ 

*  H^ec  CbriJH  eommendath,  m  anhmanm  mfrarum  etmrnotbnm  cedthaU  ^ippt  ^a$ 
iJU  a  torp9rt  fuvd  inhahitaverani  akfilutas^  %uafi  f^ddam  dtpofthm^  »  Del  vhftntU  mamu 
ex  ormttMt  traddaf,    ViA.  Antioch.  in  Mark  iz. 

f  Mofnu  bise^rit  aiios  Dfi  ^aUmiium  Jign^atiif  lie  ven  potenam  Dti  fntftdium^ 
Xfc    Partus. 

\  ^m*fP  Untcmm  meam* 

§  nofaOn^^/Aou,  i.  «.  cvfirnfti*  Erafmiis  obfervet  that  the  word  here  mfcd* 
fignifies,  I  will  cooimendy  for  even  in  PfaL  zxii.  6.  whence  thefe  wordt  of  Chrift 
jretiken,  th«  word  n*p*>N    it  read  in  the  fixture  tenfe.     Sez, 
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he  fpake  it  that  all  might  hear  it,  and  that  his  enemies,  who 
judged  him  now  deftitute  and  forfaken  of  God,  might  he  convinced 
chat  he  was  not  fo,  but  that  he  was  dear  to  his  Father  ftill,  and 
could  put  his  foul  confidently  into  his  hands :  **  Father,  into  thy 
«<  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit."     Taking  then  theffe  words,  n€>t 
only  a3  i'poken  by  Chrill,  the  head  of  all  bfelievcrs,  and  fo  com- 
meniiqg  their  ibuls  to  God  with  his  own,  but  alfo  as  a  pattern^ 
teaching  them  what  they  ought  to  do  themfelves^  when  they 
come  to  die.     Wc  obferve, 
« 
Dod.  Tiat  dyitJg*believers  are  both  warrdntedy  and  encouraged^  hy 
ChrifPs  example^  believingly  to  commend  their  precious  fouls  into 
the  haK9s  of  God, 

Thus  theapoftlc  direfts  tlic  faith  of  airiftians,  to  commit  their 
fouls  to  God's  tuition  and  fatherly  proteAion,  when  they  are  ei- 
ther going  into  prUbns,  or  to  the  ftake  for  Clirift,  i  -Pet.  iv.  9. 
««  Let  them  (faith  he)  that  fuffer  according  to  the  will  of  God, 
**  commit  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  to  him  in  well-doing,  as  unto 
««  a  faithful  Creator." 

This  propoiition  wc  will  consider  In  thcfe  two  main  brandies  of 
it,  viz.  what  is  implied  and  carried  in  the  foul's  comviending  itfclf 
to  God  by  faith,  when  the  time  of  Reparation  w  come.  And  what 
warrant  or  encouragement  gracious  fouls  have  for  fo  doing. 

Firfi,  What  is  implied  in  this  aft  of  a  believer,  his  commcndinj, 
or  committing,  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  God  at  death  ? 

And  if  it  be  thoroughly  weighed,  you  will  £nd  thefc  fix  things,  st 
leaft,  carried  in  it. 

Firfii  It  implies  this  evidently  in  it  *,  That  thoJbiJ  outliws  the 
hpdy^  and  fails  not,  as  to  its  being,  when  its  body  fails ;  it  feels  the 
Iioufe  in  which  it  dwelt,  dropJ>ing  into  ruins,  and  looks  out  for  a 
new  habitation  with  God.  <<  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend 
«  my  fpirit."  The  foul  underftands  itfclf  a  more  noble  being 
^  than  that  corruptible  body,  to  which  it  was  united,  .and  is  now  to 
leave  in  the  duft :  it  underftands  its  relation  to  the  Father  of 
fpirits,  and  from  him  it  cxpoTis  proteftion  and  provifion  in  its  un- 
bodied ftate ;  and  therefore  into  his  hands  it  puts  itfelf.  If  it  va- 
niihed,  or  breathed  into  air,  and  did  not  furvive  the  body ;  if  it 
were  annihilated  at  death,  it  were  but  a  mocking  of  God  to  fty, 
vhen  we  die,  «<  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  conmiend  my  fpirit.* 

Seiondljy  It  implies  the  foid^s  true  refi  to  be  in  God,     See  which 

•  "Whoever  believes  in  Chnft,  will  not  at  his  death,  breathe  out  his  foul  into 
the  air,  bat  fly  to  the  faithful  keeper  of  fouls>  who  keeps  |n  lafety  whateTer  it 

committed  to  him.     Qyih, 
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way  its  motions  and  tendencies  are,  not  only  in  life,  but  in  deaft 
aUb«  It  bends  to  its  God :  It  repofcs,  it  even  puts  itfelf  upon  its 
God  and  Father ;  "  Father,  into  thy  hands."  God  is  the  centre 
of  all  gracious  i^irits^  While  they  tabernacle  here,  they  have  no 
reft  but  in  the  boibm  of  their  God  :  When  they  go  hence,  their 
expectation  and  earned  defires  are  to  be  vnth  him*.  It  had  been 
working  after  God  by  gracious  defires  before,  it  had  caft  many  a 
longing  look  heaven-waid  before}  but  when  the  gracious  foul 
comes  near  its  God  (as  it  doth  in  a  dying  hoiur)  *'  then  it  even 
<<  throws  itfelf  into  his  arms'*  j  as  a  river,  that  after  many  turn- 
ings and  windings,  at  laft  is  arrived  to  the  ocean  ^  it  pours  itfelf 
with  a  central  force  into  the  bofom  of  the  ocean,  and  there  finUh- 
es  its  weary  courfe.  <*  Nothing  but  God  can  pleafe  it  in  this 
«  world,  and  nothing  but  God  can  give  it  content  when  it  goes 
«  hencef ."  It  is  not  the  amoenity  of  the  place,  whither  the  gracious 
foul  is  going,  but  the  bofom  of  the  bleiled  God,  who  dwelk  there, 
that  it  fo  vehemently  pants  after ;  not  the  Father's  houfe,  but  the 
Father's  arms  and  bofom :  <*  Father,  into  thy  bands  I  commend 
*«  my  fpirit^:  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  And  on  earth  tlicrt ' 
^  is  none  that  I  defire  in  comparifon  of  thee,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  24,  25. 

Thirdly,  It  alfo  implies  the  great  value  believers  have  for  their  fouls^ 
That  is  the  precious  treafure  ;  and  their  main  folicitude  and  chief 
rare,  is  to  fee  it  fecured  in  a  fafe  hand  :  <*  Father,' into  thy  hands  I 
*<  commit  my  fpirit :"  They  arc  words  fpeaking  the  believer's  care 
for  his  foul,  that  it  may  i>e  fafe,  whatever  becomes  of  the  vile  bo- 
Ay,  A  believer  when  he  comes  nigh  to  death,  fpends  but  few 
thoiights  about  his  body,  where  it  (hall  be  laid,  or  how  it  ihallbe^ 
difpoled  of :  He  trufts  that  in  the  hands  of  ft'lends  \  but  as  his 
great  care  all  along  was  for  his  foul,  fo  he  expreffes  it  in  thefe  his 
very  laft  breathings,  in  which  he  commends  it  into  the  hands  of 
Gbd :  It  is  not,  Lord  Jefus  receive  my  body,  take  care  of  my  duft, 
but  receive  my  fpirit :  Lord,  fecurc  the  jewel,  when  the  caiket  is 
broken. 

Fourthly,  Thefe  words  imply  the  deepfenfe  that  dying  believers  have 
ejfthe  great  change  that  is  coming  upon  them  by  death  ;  when  all  vifi" 
ile  and  fehftble  things  are  fbrinking  away  from  them,  and  fyiling^ 
They  feel  the  world  and  the  beft  comforts  in  it  failing:  Every 
treature  and  creature-comfort  failing :  For,  at  death  we  arc  faid 
to  fail,  Luke  xvi.  9.  Hereupon  the  foul  claips  the  clofer  about  its 
God,  cleaves  more  dofe  than  ever  to  him:  <« Father,  into  thy 
**  hand?  I  commend  my  Ipirit."    Not  that  a  mere  neceflity  puts 

*  Jtutfe  in  amplexMs, 

f  The  place  avails  nothing,  neither  docs  the  very  plcafantncft  of  heaven  itfelf 
increafe  the  happinefs  of  blefTed  fpurits,  but  onlf  m  it  is  God's  dweUxog'  place! 
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the  foul  upon  God ;  or  that  it  cleaves  to  God»  becaufe  it  hath 
then  nothing  elfe  to  take  hold  oq^:  No,  it  chofe  God  for  its 
portion  when  it  vfzs  in  the  midft  of  all  its  outward  enjoyments,  and 
had  as  good  fecurity  as  other  men  have  for  the  long  enjoyment  of 
them :  hut  my  meaning  is,  that  although  gracious  fouls  have  chc^en 
God  for  their  portion,  and  do  truly  prefer  him  to  the  beft  of  their 
comforts  5  yet,  in  this  compounded  ftate,  it  lives  not  wholly  upon 
its  God,  but  partly  by  faith,  and  partly  by  fenfe ;  partly  upon 
things  fecn,  and  partly  upon  things  not  fcen.  The  creatures  had 
fome  intereft  in  their  hearts  -,  alas,  too  much ;  but  now  all  tbefe 
arc  vanifliing,  and  it  fees  they  are  fo.  I  (hall  fee  man  no  mor^ 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  (faid  fickHezekiah;)  hereupon 
it  turns  itfelf  from  them  all,  and  cafls  itfclf  upon  God  for  all  its 
fubfiftcnce,  expefUng  now  to  live  upon  its  God  entirely,  as  the 
blefled  angels  do  ;  and .  fo,  in  faith,  they  tlu-ow  themfelves  into 
his  arms :  *«  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit/' 

Fifthly t  It  implies  the  atonement  of  God^  and  his  full  recenciUatitM 
fo  believers y  hj  the  blood  cf  the  great  sacrifice  $  elfe  tney  durft  never 
commit  their  fouls  into  liis  hands  :  •*  For  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to 
•*  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God,"  Heb.  xii.  29.  i.  e.  dPao 
abfblute  God,  a  God  unatoned  by  the  offering  up  of  Chrift.  The 
ibul  dare  no  more  caft  itfclf  intx)  the  hand  or  God,  without  fuch 
an  atoning  facrifice,  than  it  dares  approach  to  a  confuming  fire  \ 
And,  indeed,  the  reconciliation  of  God  by  JefuS  Chrift,  as  it  is 
the  ground  of  all  our  acceptance  with  God;  for  we  are  made  ac* 
cepted  in  the  beloved:  So  it  is  plainly  carried  in  the  order  or 
manner  of  the  reconciled  foul's  committing  itfelf  to  him:  For,  it 
firft  cafts  itfelf  into  the  hands  of  Chrift,  then  into  the  hands  rf 
God  by  him.  So  Stephen,  when  dying,  **  Lord  Jefus  receive  my 
<<  fprit :"  And  by  diat  hand  it  would  be  put  into  his  Father's 
hands. 

Sixthly f  and  laftly,  It  implies  both  the  efficacy  and  excellency  ofjaifi, 
in  fupporting  and  relieving  the  foul  at  a  time  vihen  nothing  elfe  is  Met$ 
do  it :  Faith  is  its  conduAor,  when  it  is  at  the  greatefl  lofs  and  dif- 
trcfs  that  ever  it  met  with  :  it  fecures  the  foul  .when  it  is  turned 
out  of  the  body  i  when  heart  and  flefh  fail,  this  leads  it  to  the 
rock  that  fails  not :  it  ilicks  by  that  foul  till  it  fees  it  fafe  through  all 
the  territories  of  Satan,  and  fafe  landed  upon  the  Chore  of  glory ; 
and  then  is  fwallowed  up  in  vifion  :  many  a  favour  it  hath  (hewu 
the  foul  while  it  dwelt  in  its  body.  The  great  fervice  it  did  for  the 
foul  was  in  the  time  of  its  efpoufals  to  Clmft.  Tlifc  is  the 
marriage-knot,  the  bleffed  bond  of  union  betwixt  the  foul  and 
Chrift.  Many  a  relieving  light,  fccrct  and  fweet  fupport  it  hath 
received  from  its  faith  iince  that ;  but,  furely,  its  firft  and  laft 
works  arc  its  moiV  glorious  works.     By  faith  it  firft  ventured  itfclf 
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upon  Chrift  \  thre\r  idelf  upon  him^in  the  deepeft  ftnfc  of  xXn  owtt 
vUenefs  and  utter  unworthinei^-^  when  fenfe,  reafon,  andmaltU 
tudes  of  temptations  (lood  by,  contradiAing  and  diicouragnig  the 
ibul:  bjr  faith  it  now  cafts  itfelf  into  liis  arms,  when  it  is  launching 
^t  into  vaft  eternity. 

They  are  both  noble  aAs  of  faith ;  but  the  ffarft,  no  doubt,  is 
the  greateft  and  mod  difficult :  for,  when  once  the  foul  is  interefted 
in  Chrift,  it  is  no  fuch  difficulty  to  commit  itfelf  into  his  handSi 
as  when  it  had  no  intereft  at  all  in  htm.  It  is  eafier  for  a  child  to 
caft  himfelf  in  the  arms  of  his  own  father,  in  diftrefi^  than  for 
one  that  hath  been  both  a  ftranger  and  an  enemy  to  Chrift,  to  caft 
itfelf  upon  him,  that  he  may  be  a  father  suui  a  firiend  to  it. 

And  tins  brings  us  upon  the  fecond  enquiry  I  prbmifed  to  fatis^ 
fy,  viz. 

Secondly f  What  warrant  or  encouragement  have  gracioas  fouli 
to  commit  themfelvcs  at  death  into  the  hands  of  God  ?  I  anfwer. 
Much  every  way ;  all  tilings  encourage  and  warrant  its  fo  doing : 
For, 

•  I'irfi,  This  God,  to  whom  the  believer  commits  himfelf  at  deaths 
is  its  Creator)  the  Father  of  its  being:  he  created  and  inipircd 
it,  and  fo  it  hath  the  relation  of  a  creature  to  a  CreatcM* ;  yea,  of  a 
creature  now  in  diftrefs,  to  a  faithful  Creator,  i  Pet.  iv«  i^ 
<<  Let  them  that  fufPer  according  to  the  will  of  God,  commit  the 
•«  keeping  of  their  fouls  to  him  in  well»doing ;  as  to  a  [faithful 
"  Creator]."  It  is  very  true,  this  fingle  relation,  in  itfelf,  gives 
little  ground  of  encouragement,  unlefs  the  creature  had  conferved 
that  integrity  in  which  it  was  originally  created*.  And  they  that 
have  no  more  to  plead  with  God  for  acceptance,  by  their  relation 
to  Imn  as  creatures  to  a  Creator,  will  doubtlefs,  find  that  word 
made  good  to  their  little  comfort,  Ifa.  xxvii.  11.  "  It  is  a  people  of 
**  no  tmderftanding,  therefore  he  that  made  them,  will  not  have 
<*  mercy. on  them ;  and  he  that  formed  them,  will  ihew  them  no 
*•  favour."  But  now,  grace  brings  that  relation  into  repute  :  ho- 
linefs  ingratiates  us  again,  and  re\dves  the  remembrance  of  this  re« 
iation  ;  fo  that  believers  only  can  plead  this. 

Secoftdljj  As  the  gracious  foul  is  his  creature,  fo  it  is  his  redeemed 
creature  \  one  that  he  hath  bought,  and  that  with  a  great  price,  even 
with  the  precious  blood  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  i  Pet.  i.  1 8.  This  greatly  en* 
courages  the  departing  foul,  to  commit  itfelf  into  the  hands  of 
God }  fo  you  fuid,  Pfal.  xxxi.  5.  « Into  thy  hands  do  I  commend 
*<  m/fpirit,  thou  haft  redeemed  it,  O  Lord  God  of  truth."  Surely, 
tliis  is  mighty  encouragement,  to  put  itfelf  upon  God  in  a  dying 
hour.     Lord,  I  am  not  only  thy  creature,  but  thy  redeemed  crea<* 
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i  tore ;  one  that  thop  haft  bought  with  a  great  prke :  O,  I  harecoft 

thee  dear !  for  my  fake  Chrift  came  from  thy  boibm,  and  is  it  ima- 
^abk>  that  after  that  thou  haft  in  fuch  a  coftfy  waj,  even  by  the 
expence  of  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  redeemed  me,  thou  Ihouklft 
at  laft  exclude  me  ?  Shall  the  ends  both  of  creation  and  rcdempf 
tiod  of  this  ibul  be  loft  together  ?  will  God  form  fuch  an  excellent 
creature  as  my  foul  is,  in  which  are  fo  many  wonders  of  the  wif^ 
dom  and  power  of  its  Creator  P  will  he  be  content,  when  iin  has 
marred  the  frame,  and  defaced  the  glory  of  it)  to  recover  it  to  him- 
felf  again,  by  the  death  of  his  own  dear  Son,  and  after  all  this,  caft 
it  away,  as  if  there  were  nothing  in  ail  this?  «  Father,  into  thy 
«  hands  I  commend  mv  fpirit  ^  I  know  thou  wilt  have  a  refpc^ 
to  the  work  of  thy  hanos ;  efpeciaUy  to  a  redeemed  creature*  upon 
which  thou  haft  expended  fo  great  fums  of  love,  which  thou  haft 
bought  at  fo  dear  a  rate. 

Thirdly y  Nay,  that  is  not  all }  the  gracious  foul  naay  confidently 
and  fecurely  commit  itielf  into  the  hands  of  God,  when  it  parts 
with  its  body  at  death ;  not  only  bccaufe  it  is  his  creature,  he  re* 
deemed  creature,  but  becaufe  it  is  his  renewed  creature  iS£oi  and 
this  lays  a  firm  ground  for  the  believers  confidence  and  acceptance; 
not  that  it  is  the  proper  caufe,  or  reajbn  of  its  acceptance,  but  as 
it  is  the  foul's  beft  evidence,  tliat  it  is  accepted  with  God,  and  fhall 
notberefiifedby  him,  when  it  comes  to  him  at  death :  for,  in  fuch 
a  fbiil  there  is  a  double  workmanfhip  of  God,  both  glorious  pieces^ 
though  the  laft  exceeds  in  glory.     A  natural  workmanfhip^  b  the 
excellent  frame  dF  that  noble  creature,  the  fb^l ;  and  a  gracious 
workmanfhip  upon  that  again ;  a  new  creation  upon  the  old ;  glory 
upon  glory.    «•  We  are  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jcfiis,** 
Eph*  it.  10.    The  Holy  Ghoft  came  down  from  heaven  on  purpofe 
to  create  this  new  workmanfhip ;  to  frame  this  new  creature  }  and 
indeed,  it  is  the  top  and  glory  of  all  God^s  works  of  wonder  in  this 
world ;  and  muft  needs  give  the  believer  encouragement  to  commit 
itfelf  to  God,  whether  at  fuch  a  time,  it  fhall  refleft  either  upon 
the  end  of  the  work,  or  upon  the  end  of  the  workman  \  both  which 
meet  in  the  falvation  of  the  foul  fi>  wrought  upon,  the  end  of  the 
work  is  oiur  glory.   By  this  «  we  are  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of 
f  <  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light,''  C(d.  i.  i  a.     It  is  aUb  the 
defign  and  end  of  him  that  wrought  it,  2  Cor.  v.  5.  <<  Now  he  that 
««  hath  wrought  us  for  the  felf  ftme  thing,  is  God.'*    Had  he  not 
defigned  thy  loul  for  dory,  the  Spirit  fhould  never  have  come  up* 
on  fuch  a  fan£tifying  defign  as  this :  furely  it  fhall  not  £gul  of  a  re- 
ception into  glory,  when  it  is  caft  out  of  this  tabernacle  :  fuch  a 
work  was  not  wrought  in  vain,  neither  can  it  ever  perifh :  when 
once  fan£Ufication  comes  upon  a  foul,  it  fb  root$  itfelf  in  the  fbul* 
that  where  the  foul  goes,  it  goes ;  gifts  indeed,  they  die :  all  na* 
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rural  excellency  and  beautf,  that  goes  away  at  death,  Job  Iv.  ult. 
but  grace  afcends  with  the  foul  \  it  is  a  fan^lified,  when  a  feparatc 
foul.  And  can  God  ihut  the  door  of  glory  upon  fuch  a  foul,  that 
by  grace  is  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  ?  O,  it  cannot  be  ! 

Fourthly^  As  the  gracious  foul  is  a  renewed  foul,  fo  it  is  alfo  a 
fealed  foul ;  God  hath  fealed  it  in  this  world  for  that  glory,  into 
which  it  is  now  to  enter  at  death.  All  gracious  fouls  are  fealed 
objeflively,  1.  e.  ihcy  have  thofe  works  of  grace  wrought  on  their 
Ibuls,  which  do,  (as  but  now  was  faid,)  afcertain  and  evidence  their 
title  to  glory ;  and  many  are  fealed  formally  •,  that  is,  the  Spirit 
helps  them  clearly  to  difcem  their  intercft  in  Chrift,  and  all  the 
promifes.  This  both  fecures  heaven  to  the  foul  in  itfelf,  and  be- 
comes alfo  an  cameft  or  pledge  of  that  glory  in  the  unfpcakable 
joys  and  comforts  that  it  produces  in  the  foul :  So  you  find,  a  Cor, 
i.  22.  *<  Who  hath  fealed  us,  and  given  us  the  eameft  of  the 
•*  Spirit  in  our  hearts."  God's  fealing  us  gives  high  fecurity  ;  his 
obje^ive  feal  makes  it  fure  in  itfelf,  his  formal  fcal  makes  it  io  to 
us;  but,  if  over  and  above  all  this,  he  will  pleafe,  as  a  fruit  of 
that  his  fealing,  to  give  us  thofe  heavenly  inexprcffiblc  joys  and 
comforts  which  are  the  fruit  of  his  formal  fealing*work,  to  be  an 
cameft,  a  foretafte  and  hanfelof  that  glory,  how  can  the  foul  that 
hath  found  all  tliis,  fear  in  the  leaft  of  a  rejection  by  its  God, 
when  at  death  it  comes  to  him  ?  Surely,  if  God  have  fealed,  he 
will  not  reftife  you  5  if  he  have  given  his  eameft,  he  will  not  Ihut 
you  out }  God's  earneft  is  not  given  in  jcft. 

Fifthly y  Moreover,  every  gracious  foul  may  confidently  caft  itfolf 
into  the  arms  of  its  God,  when  it  goes  hence,  with  ««  Father  into 
«*  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit."  Forafmuch  as  every  gracious 
foul,  is  7i  foul  in  covenant  nvilh  God;  and  God  ftands  obliged,  by  his 
covenant  and  promife  to  fuch,  not  to  caft  them  out,  when  they 
come  unto  him.  As  foon  as  ever  thou  became  his,  by  regenera- 
tion, that  promife  became  thine,  lleb*  xiii.  5.  "  I  will  never  leave 
*«  you,  nor  forPake  you."  And  will  he  leave  the  foul  at  a  time 
when  it  never  had  more  need  of  a  God  to  ftand  by  it,  than  it  hath 
then  ?  Every  gracious  foul  is  entitled  to  that  promife,  John  xiv. 
3.  «<  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  to  myl'elf."  And  will  he 
fail  to  make  it  good  when  the  time  of  the  promife  is  come,  as  at 
death  it  is?  It  cannot  be.  Multitudes  of  promifcs ;  the  whole  co- 
venant of  promifcs,  give  fecurity  to  the  foul  againft  the  fears  of 
rejection,  or  ncgle<St  by  God.  An4  the  Ibul's  dependence  upon 
God  and  his  promife  5  its  very  cafting  itfelf  upon  him,  from  the 
encouragement  the  word  gives  it,  add  to  the  engagement  upon 
God.  When  he  fees  a  poor  foul  that  he  hath  made,  redeemed, 
ianAified,  fealed,  and  by  folcmn  proinife  engaged  himfelf  to  re- 
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eelve*  coming  to  him  at  deaths  firmly  depending  upon  his  £uthr 
futnds  that  hath  promiicd,  faying,  as  David,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 
Though  Lord,  there  be  many  ddeds  in  me,  <<  yet  thou  haft  made 
'<  a  covenant  with  me,  vett  ordered  in  all  things,  and  Aire;  and 
*<  this  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  hope."  Lord,  I  am  refolved 
to  fend  out  my  foul  in  an  a<ft  of  &ith:  I  will  venture  ift  upon  the 
credit  of  thy  promiie.  How  can  God  refiife  fnch  a  foul?  Hov 
can  he  put  it  off^  when  it  fo  puts  itfelf  upon  him? 

Sixthly i  But  this  is  not  all;  the  gracious  fcml  fuftahu  tnatty  intimate 
and  dear  relations  to  that  God  into  ivhofe  hands  it  commends  itftlf  at 
death.  It  is  his  fpoufe,  and  the  confideration  of  fuch  a  day  of  ef- 
poufals,  may  well  encourage  it  to  caft  itfelf  into  the  boibm  of 
Chrift>  its  head  and  hulband :  it  is  a  member  of  his  body,  flcfh 
and  bones,  £ph.  v.  30.  It  is  his  child,  and  he  its  everhifting  Fa* 
thcr,  Ila.  ix.  6.  It  is  hb  friend.  "  Henceforth  (faith  Chrift,)  I 
««  can  you  not  ferv»its,  but  friends,'^  John  xv^  15.  What  confix 
dence  may  thefe,  and  all  other  the  dear  relations  Chrift  owns  to 
the  renewed  (bul,  beget,  in  fuch  an  hour  as  this  is!  What  huf- 
band  can  throw  pff'the  dear  wife  of  his  bofbm;  who  m  diibrefles 
cafts  herfelf  into  his  arms!  What  father  can  fhut  the  door  upon  a 
dear  child  that  comes  to  him  for  refuge,  faying,.  Father,  into  thy 
'  hands  I  commit  myfelf ! 

Seventhly^  and  laftly,  Tl;ie  unchangeablenefs  of  God's  love  to  his 
people,  gives  confidence  they  fhall  in  no  wife  be  caf):  out.  They 
know  Ckrift  is  the  fame  to  them  at  h£i  as  he  t^as  at  firfl:  the  fame 
in  the  pangs  of  death,  as  he  was  in  the  comforts  of  life :  having 
loved  his  own  which  w.ere  in  the  world,  he  loved  them  to  the  end, 
John  xiii.  !•  He  doth  not  love  as  the  world  loves,  only  in  prof- 
perity ;  but  they  are  as  dear  to  him  when  their  beauty  and  fbrength 
are  gone,  as  when  they  were  in  thcgreatefl  fiourifhing.  If  we 
live,  we  live  to  the  Lord^  and  if  we  dic^  we  die  to  the  Ixird;  fo 
then,  whether  we  live  or  die,  we  are  the  'Lord's,  «Rora.  xir.  8. 
Take  in  all  thefe  things,  and  weigh'  them  both  apart,  and  toge- 
ther, and  fee  whether  they  amount  not  to  a  full  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  this  point,  that  dying  believers  arc  both  warranted  and 
encouraged  to  commend  their  fouls  into  the  hands  of  God;  whe- 
ther they  have  not  every  one  of  them  caufe  to  fay  as  the  apoftle  did, 
2  Tim.  i.  12.  "I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  perfuaded 
'*<  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  lave  committed  to  him  a- 
«(  gainft  that  day."  The  improvements  of  all  thb  you  have  in  the 
following  practical  deduAions. 

DedtiSlion  l.  Are  dying  believers  only  warranted  and  encouraged 
thus  to  commend  their  foids  into  the  hands  of  God?  What  afadfrmt 
then  mitjl  all  dying  unbelievers  be  in  about  tieir  fouls  ?  Such  fouls  will 
fall  into  the  hands  of  God,  but  that  is  their  mifery,  not  their  privi- 
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lege:  they  are  not  put  by  iaith  into  the  hands  of  mercy^  but  £d!  by 
fin  into  the  hands  oijuJticc\  not  God,  but  the  devil  is  their  father, 
John  viii.  4.  Whither  (hould  the  child  go  but  to  its  own  fiather? 
They  have  not  one  of  thofe  forementioned  encouragements  to  caft 
themfelves  into  the  hands  of  God,  except  the  naked  relation  they 
have  to  God  as  their  Creator,  and  that  is  as  good  as  none,  without  tl^ 
new  creation.  If  they  have  nothing  but  tins  to  plead  for  their  falva- 
tion,  the  devil  hath  as  much  to  plead  as  they«  It  is  the  new  crea- 
ture that  brings  the  firft  creation  into  repute  again  with  God. 

O  difmal!  O  deplorable  cafe  I  A  poor  foul  is  turning  out  of 
houfe  and  home,  and  knows  not  where  to  go :  it  departs,  and  im- 
mediately fidb  into  the  hands  of  jufticc.  The  devil  ftands  by, 
waiting  for  fuch  a  ibul  (as  a  dog  for  a  cruft)  whom  God  will  throw 
to  him.  Little  {  ah  little,  do  the  friends  of  fuch  a  one  think, 
vhilft  they  are  honouring  his  duft  by  a  fplendid  and  honourable 
funeral,  what  a  cafe  that  poor  foul  is  in  that  lately  dwelt  there  \ 
and  what  fearful  fbraits  and  extremities  it  k  now  expofed  xx^ '  He 
may  cry,  indeed,  Lord!  Lordi  open  to  me,  as  in  Matt.  vii.  iz. 
But  to  how  little  purpofe  are  thefe  vain  cries !  Will  God  hear  him 
when  he  cries  ?  Job  xxvii.  p.     It  is  a  lamentable  cafe  \ 

Deduction  2.  Wdl  God  graciou/ly  accept ^  and  faithfully  keep  v)hat 
the  faints  commit  t$  him  at  death?  How  careful  Usen  fbould  they  he  to 
k$ep  what  God  commits  to  them,  to  be  kept  for  him  while  they  live? 
You  have  a  great  trufl  to  commit  to  God  when  you  die,  and  God 
hath  a  great  truft  to  commit  to  you  whilft  you  live ;  you  expeft 
that  he  fhould  faithfully  keep  what  then  you  (hall  commit  to  his 
keeping,  and  he  expefts  you  fhould  faithfully  keep  what  he  now 
commits  to  your  keeping*  O  keep  what  God  commits  to  you,  as 
you  expcft  he  fhould  keep  your  fouls  when  you  commit  them  un- 
to him.  If  you  keep  his  truths,  he  will  keep  your  fouls.  "  Be- 
<*  caufe  thou  haft  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  alfo  will  keep 
««  thee,  &c."  Rev.  iii.  10.  Be  faithful  to  your  God,  and  you 
fhall  find  him  faithful  to  you.  None  can  pluck  you  out  of  his 
hand ;  fee  that  nothing  wrefts  his  truths  out  of  your  hands. 
<*  If  we  deny  him,  he  alfo  will  deny  us,"  2  Tim.  ii.  1 2.  Take 
heed  left  thofe  eftates  you  have  gotten  as  a  bleffing,  attending  the 
gofpel,  prove  a  temptation  to  you  to  .betray  the  gofpel.  «*  Religion 
««  (faith  *  one)  brings  forth  riches,  but  the  daughter  devours  the 
<*  mother.*'  How  can  you  expeft  acceptance  with  God,  who 
have  betrayed  his  truth,  and  dealt  perfidioufly  with  him. 

DeduBion  3.  If  believers  may  faiely  commit  their  fouls  into  the 
hands  of  God,  how  confidently  may  they  commit  all  leffer  interefts  and 
bwer  concernments  into  the  fame  hand?  Shall  we  truft  him  with  our 
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fcvis,  and  not  with  our  lives,  liberties  or  comforts  ?  Can  mtc  com- 
mit the  treafure  to  him  and  not  a  trifle  ?  Whatever  you  enjoy  in 
this  world,  is  but  a  trifle  to  your  fouls.  Sure,  if  you  can  troft 
Jiim  for  eternal  life  for  your  fouls,  you  may  much  more  truft  lum 
for  the  daily  bread  for  your  bodies.  I  know  it  is  objc<fted,  that 
God  hath  made  over  temporal  things  to  his  people  upon  condition- 
al promifes,  and  an  abfolute  faith  can  never  be  grounded  upon 
conditional  promifes. 

But  what  means  tliis  objeAion?  Let  your  faith  be  but  fuuablc  to 
thefe  conditional  promifes,  i.  e.  believe  they  (hall  be  made  good  to 
you  fo  far  as  God  fees  them  good  for  you :  do  you  but  labour  to 
come  up  to  tliofe  conditions  required  in  you,  and  thereby  God  Will 
have  more  glory,  and  you  more  comfort :  If  your  prayers  for 
thefe  things  proceed  from  pure  ends^  the  glory  of  God,  not  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  and  gratification  of  your  lufts :  If  your  defires  after  them 
be  nKcicrate  as  to  the  meaiiirc',  content  with  that  proportion  the 
Infinite  Wifdom  fees  fitteft  for  you  :  If  you  take  God's  vray  to  ob- 
tain them,  and  dare  not  firain  confcience,  or  commit  a  fin,  though 
you  (hould  pcrifli  for  want :  If  you  can  patiently  wait  God*s  time 
for  enlargements  from  your  ilraif s,  and  not  make  any  finfiil  hafte, 
you  fhall  be  furcly  fupplied ;  and  he  that  remembers  your  fouls  "wiD 
not  forget  your  bodies.  Butj^e  live  by  fenfe,  and  not  by  faitli  j 
prefent  things  ftrike  oui:  affe<^ions  more  powerfully  than  the 
invifible  things  that  are  to  come.  The  Lord  humbU  his  people  for 
this. 

Deduction  4.  L  this  the  privilege  of  helie^fers^  that  ihey  car:  commit 
their  Jbuls  to  God  in  a  dyiffg  hourF  fketi  ho^v  precious  ^  ho^v  tifeftd  a 
grace  is  faith  to  the  people  of  Gcd,  both  living  and  dying  P 

All  the  graces  have  done  excellently,  but  faith  excels  them  all ' 
fiuth  is  the  Phoenix  graccy  the  queen  of  graces:  delervedly  it  is 
fliled  precious  faith  y  2  Pet.  i.  i.  The  benefits  and  privileges  of  it 
in  this  life  are  unfpeakable  \  and  as  there  is  no  comfortable  livwg> 
fo  no  comfortable  dying  without  it. 

Fif^i  While  we  live  and  con\  erfe  here  in  the  world,  all  oor 
comfort  and  fafety  is  from  it  \  for  all  our  union  with  Chriit,  the 
fountain  of  mercies  and  bleffings,  is  by  faith,  Eph.  ii>.  17.  "  that 
<«  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  foith."  No  faith,  no  Chrift : 
all  our  conununion  with  Chriil  is  by  it :  he  that  comcth  to  God 
muft  believe,  Ikb.  xi.  6.  The  foul's  life  is  wrapt  up  in  this  com- 
munion with  God,  and  that  communion  in  faith.  All  communica^ 
/w/u  from  Chrift  depend  upon  faith;  for  look,  as  all  communion  fa 
founded  in  union,  fo  from  our  union  and  conununion  are  all  our 
communications.  All  communications  of  quickcnings,  comforts, 
joy,  ftrength,  and  whatfocver  fcrvcs  to  the  well-being  of  the  life 
of  grace,  arc  all  tlirough  tJwfTdth.  v»hich  Crft  knits  us  to  Cbrifti 
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and  (till  maintains  our  communion  with  Chrift  \  bcQeving  we  re- 
joice, I  Pet.  i.  8.  The  inner  man  is  renewed,  whilft  we  look  to 
the  things  that  are  not  feen,  2  Cor.  iv.  x8. 

Secondly i  And  as  our  life,  and  all  the  fupports  and  comforts  of  it 
here,  are  dependent  on  faith,  fo  you  fee  our  death,  as  to  the  fafety 
and  comfort  of  our  foub  then,  depends  upon  our  faith :  he  that 
hath  no  faith,  cannot  commit  his  foul  to  God,  but  rather  fhrinks 
from  God.  Faith  can  do  many  fweet  offices  for  your  fouls  upon  a 
death-bed,  when  the  light  of  this  world  is  gone,  and  alljoyceafes 
on  earth :  it  can  give  us  fights  of  things  inviuble  in  the  other  world, 
and  thofe  fights  will  breathe  life  into  your  fouk,  amidft  the  very 
pangs  of  death. 

Reader,  do  but  think  what  a  comfortable  fbrefight  of  God,  and 
the  joys  of  falvation,  will  be  to  thee,  when  thine  eye-ffainn  are 
breakmg  ;  faith  can  not  only  fee  that  beyond  the  grave,  which  will 
coihfort,  but  it  can  cleave  to  its  God,  and  clafp  Chrift  in  a  pro- 
mife,  when  it  feels  the  ground  of  allfenfible  comforts  tfembling, 
and  finking  under  thy  feet :  <<  My  heart  aAd  my  flefh  faileth^  but 
«^  God  is  the  ftrength  (or  rock)  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for 
^  tvtt.*  Reeds  fail,  but  the  rock  is  firm  footing;  yea,  and 
when  the  foul  can  no  longer  tabernacle  here,  it  can  carry  the  ibul 
to  God,  caft  it  upon  him,  with  <<  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  comr 
<«  mend  my  fpirit."     O  precious  faith ! 

Dedu^ion  5.  Do  the  fouls  of  dying  believers  commend  themfehes 
into  the  hands  of  God?  Then  let  not  thefttrviving  relations  offuchfor^ 
row  as  men  that  have  no  hope*  A  hufband,  a  wife,  a  child,  is  rent 
by  death  out  of  your  arms :  well,  but  confider  into  what  arms,  in- 
to what  bofom  they  are  commended.  Is  it  not  better  for  them  to 
be  in  the  bofom  of  God,  than  in  yours?  Could  they  be  fpaTed  fo 
long  from  heaven,  as  to  come  back  again  to  you  but  an  hour,  how 
would  they  be.difpleafed  to  fee  your  tears,  and  hear  your  cries 
and  fighs  for  them :  They  would  fay  to  you  as  Chrift  faid  to  the 
daughters  of  Jerufalem,  "  Weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  your- 
**  felves,  and  for  your  children."  I  am  in  a  fafe  hand,  I  am  out 
of  the  reach  of  all  ftorms  and  troubles.  O  did  you  but  know  what 
their  ftate  is,  who  are  with  God,  you  would  be  more  than  fatisfi^d 
about  them. 

DeduHion  6.  La/llyy  I  will  clofe  all,  with  a  word  of  counfel.  Is 
this  the  privilege  of  dying  believers,  to  commend, their  fouls  into 
the  hands  of  God  i  Then  as  ever  you  hope  for  comfort^  or  peace  in  your 
loft  hour  J  fee  that  your  fouls  befuch^  as  tnay  be  then  fit  to  be  commended 
into  the  hands  of  an  holy  andjufl  God:  See  that  they  be  holy  fouls  ; 
God  will  never  accept  them  if  they  be  not  holy,  "  Without  holi- 
«<  nefsnomanfhallfee  God,"  Heb.  zii.  24.  <<  He  that  hath  this 
<<  hope,  (viz.  to  fee  God)  purifi^th  himfelf,  even  as  he  is  pure/* 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


454  Tli  Fcuntmn  9f  Ufi.        Seuc.  XXXVH 

I  Tobn  iU.  3-  Ettdeavours  after  holinefi  are  mfepanbly  conncAed 
witii  aUradanal  ezpedfattbos  of  bldledneis.  Will  jonpat  an  un- 
'  clean,  filthy^  defiled  thing  into  Che  pure  hand  of  the  moft  holy 
God  ?  O  fee  th^y  be  holy*  and  already  accepted  in  the  beloved, 
or  VK»  to  them  when  they  take  their  leave  of  tfaofe  tabernades 
they  now  dwell  in*  The  gradoos  foul  may  confidently  fay  then, 
lardjrfusi  inU  thf  iand  I  command  mjj^irit*  O  let  all  that  can 
fay  fo  then^  now  iay,  - 

Tb^nh  h  to  God  fir  Jefus  Chnfi. 

SERMON  XXXVIL 

Christ's  Funeral  illuftrated,  in  its  Manner,  Reaibns,  and  ex- 
cellent Ends. 

John  xix.  41,  42- 

Then  took  they  the  body  of  Jefiu^  and  wouftd  it  in  is  f ten  chtbes^  nvrth  the 
ffices^  as  the  manner  ^  the  Jews  is  to  hsry.  Now  in  theplaei 
vjhere  he  was  crucifiedy  there  was  a  garden^  and  in  the  garden  a 
new  fepukhrey  wherein  nvas  never  man  yet  laid.  There  lead  they 
Jefus  therefore^  heeaufe  of  the  Jews  prepai^aticn^y^  fir  ihefepuicbn 
was  nigh  at  hand. 

YOU  hare  heard  the  laft  words  of  dying  Jefus  commendiii^ 
his  fpirit  into  his  Father's  hands.  And  now  the  life  of  the 
world  hanffs  dead  upon  .a  tree.  The  light  of  the  world»  for  a 
time»  mumed  up  in  a  difmal  cloud.  The  Sun  of  Righteoufoeis 
fet  in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  death.  The  Lord  is  dead,  and 
he  that  wears  the  keys  of  the  grave  at  liis  girdle»  is  now  himfelf 
I   to  be  locked  up  in  the  grave. 

All  you  that  are  the  friends  and  lovers  of  Jefus,  are  thb  day  in- 
yited  to  his  funeral :  fuch  a  funeral  as  never  was  fince  graves  weit 
firft  digged.  «.  Come,  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.**  Thcfc 
are  fix  remarkable  particulars,  about  this  funeral,  in  thefe  three 
verfcs. 

I.  The  preparations  that  were  made  for  it,  and  that  was  main- 
ly in  two  particulars,  viz.  the  hegging  dXkd  perfuming  of  the  body. 
His  body  could  not  be  buried,  tiU,  by  begging,  h»  firiends  had 
obtaii^d  it  as  a  favour  6:6m  his  judge*  The  dead  body  was  by  law 
in  the  power  of  Pilate,  who  adjudged  it  to  death,  as  the  bodies  of 
thofe  that  are  hanged,,  are  in  the  power  of  the  judge  to  diipofe  of 
them  as  he  pleafes.    And  vhcn  they  had  gotten  it  from  Filate, 
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they  wind  it  in  fine  linen  dotlics  with  fpices.  Bnt  what  Heed  of 
fpices  to  perfume  that  blefled  body  ?  His  own  love  was  perfiiMd 
enough  to  keep  it  fweet  in  the  rememfara&ce  of  his  people  to  ali 
generations :  however^  by  this  they  will  mxcik&y  as  ftf  as  ti^ 
are  able,  the  dear  affection  they  have  for  him. 

2.  The  Bearers  that  carried  his  body  to'its  grave,  Jofeph  of 
Arimathea,  tod  Nicodemus,  two  iecret  difcif4es ;  they  were  both 
men  of  ei^ate  and  honour }  none  could  imagine  that  thefe  woftkl 
have  appeared  at  a  time  of  fo  much  danger,  with  fiich  boldnefs  for 
Chrift ;  that  ever  they  would  have  gone  openly,  and  boldly  to  ma- 
nifeft  their  love  to  Chrift,  when  dead,  who  were  afraid' to' come  to 
him  (except  by  night)  when  he  was  living.  But  now  a  ipkit  of 
zeal  and  courage  is  come  upon  them,  when  thofe  that  made  great- 
er and  more  open  confeffiona  of  him  are  gone. 

3.  The  Attendants  who  followed  the  hearfe,  were  the  womttf 
that  followed  him  out  of  Galilee :  among  whom  tiie  two  Matrjrs^ 
and  the  mother  of  ZebedeeV  children  (whom  Mark  caUsSriome) 
are  only  named. 

4.  The  grave,  or  fepulchre,  where  they  laid  him :  It  was  hi 
Jofeph's  new  tomb,  which  he  had  prepared  in  a  garden  near  unto 
Golgotha,  where  our  Lord  died^  Two  things  ark  remarkable 
about  this  tomb;  it  was  another's  tomb,  and  it  was  a  new  tomb* 
It  w;8is  another's ;  for.  he  had  not  an  honfe  of  his  ovm  to  lay  his 
body  in  whezkdead.  As  he  lived  in  other*  men's  hoofes,  lb  he  lay^ 
in  atocher  man's  tomb ;  and  it  was-  a  new  tomb,  wherehi  neveV 
man  was  jtt  laid.  Doafatleis  thisre  was  much  of  providence  vol 
this ;  for  had  any  other,  been  laid  thei«  before  him,  it  might  have 
proved  an  ooeafion  both  to  fhake  the  credit  and  ilur  the  glory  of 
his  refurredtion,  by  pretending  it  was  fome  former  body,  and  not^ 
the  Lord's,  that  rofe  out  of  it.  In  this  aifo  divine  Providence  had*' 
a  refpe6t  to  that  prophecy,  Ifa*  liii.  9.  which  was  to  be  fulfilled  at 
his'funeral :  <<  He  made  his  grave  with,  the  rich,  becaufe  he  luMi 
*<  done  no  violence,"  ^r. 

5.  The  difpofition  of  the  body  in  that  tomb.  It  is  true,  there- 
is  no  mention  made  of  the  groans  and  tears  with  which  they  laid- 
him  in  his  fepulchre  \  yet  we  may  well  prefume,  th^  were  not- 
wanting  in  plentifol  expreflions  of  their  forrow-  that  way  ^  fbr  a^- 
they  wept,  and  fmote  their  breafts  when  he  died^  I^uke  xxiii.  48. 
fo  no  doubt,  they  laid  him  with  melting  hearts,  and  flowing  eyes- 
in  his  tomb,  when  dead.  ^ 

6.  And /^/p.  The  laft  remarkable  particular  in  the  text,  is  the 
fbiemnity  with  which  his  Ameral  rites  were  performed,  and  they 
were  all  fuitable  to  his  humbled  ftate :  it  was,  indeed,  a  funeral 
as  decently  ordered,  as  the  ftraits  of  time,  and  ftate  of  things 
would  then  permit ;  but  there  was  nothmg  of  pomp  or  outwanl- 
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flote  at  ail  obferved :  few  marks  of  honour  fee  hj  men  upon  it } 
only  the  heavens  adorned  it  with  divers  miraculous  works,  which 
in  their  proper  place  will  be  fpokcn  to.  Thus  was  he  laid  in  his 
grave^  v)bere  he  amtinuedfor  three  incomfdete  days  and  nights  in  the 
territories  of  deaths  in  the  land  of  darknefs  and  forgetfulnefs  :  part« 
I7  Xb  correfpond  with  Jonah  his  type,  and  partly  to  a(certain 
the  world  of  the  reality  of  his  death.  Whence  our  obferva- 
tion  is, 

Doft*  That  the  dead  body  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  was  decently  ifh 
terred  by  afmall  number  of  bis  own  dt/cipleSf  and  continued  in  the 
ficAe  of  the  dead  for  a  time* 

This  obfervation  containing  matter  of  b£t^  and  that  lb  plainly 
and  faithfully  delivered  to  us  by  the  pens  of  the  feveral  evangeHfis, 
we  need  do  no  more,  to  prepare  it  for  our  ufe,  than  to  fatisfy  theTe 
two  enquiries :  why  had  Ghrifl  any  fimer^  at  all,  fince  his  refiir- 
reftion  was  fb  foon  to  follow  his  death  ?  And  what  manner  of  fb* 
neralChrifthad? 

Firfiy  Why  had  Chrift  any.  funeral  at  alt,  fince  he  was  to  rife 
again  £t>m  the  dead,  within  that  (pace  of  time  that  other  men 
commonly  have  to  lye  by  the  wall  before  their  interment ;  and  had 
it  continued  longer  unburied,  it  could  fee  no  corruption,  having 
never  been  tainted  by  fin  ?  Why,  though  there  was  no  need  of  it 
at  all  upcm  that  account  that  a  fimeral  is  needful  for  other  bodies, 
yet  there  were  thefe  four  weighty  ends  and  reafons  for  it* 

Reafon  i.  Firfi^  It  was  necefiary  Chrifl  fhould  be  buried,  to 
afcertain  his  death  ;  elfe  it  might  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  cheat : 
tor,  as  they  were  ready  enough  to  impofe  fo  grofs  a  cheat  upon 
the  wbrki  at  his  refiirredion,  <<  That  the  difciples  came  by  night, 
<<  and  ftole  him  away^''  much  more  would  they  have  denied  at 
once  the  reality,  both  of  his  death  and  refurreAion;  had  he  not 
been  fo  perfumed  and  interred.  But  this  cut  of  all  pretenfions; 
for  in  their  kind  of  embalming,  his  mouth,  ears  and  noftrils  were 
aU  filled  with  their  fpices  and  odours ;  bound  up  in  linen,  and  hud 
long  enough  in  the  tomb  to  give  full  afiurancc  to  the  world  of  the 
certainty  of  his  death;  fo  that  there  could  be  no  latent  principle 
of  life  in  him.  Now,  fince  otn:  eternal  life  is  wrapt  u]^  in  ChnA's 
death,  it  can  never  be  too  firmly  eftablifhed.  To  this,  therefore, 
we  may  well  fuppofe  Providence  had  ipecial  refpeft  in  his  burial, 
and  the  mann<n*  of  it. 

Reafon  2.  Secondly,  He  mufl  be  buried,  to  fu^  the  types  and 
frophtcies  that  went  before.  His  abode  in  the  grave  was  pr^gured 
by  Jonah's  abode  three  days  and  nights  in  the  belly  of  the  whale. 
Matt.  xii.  40,    So  muft  the  Son  of  man  be  three  days  and  thrco 
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nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth.  Yea,  the  prophet  had  defcribed 
the  very  manner  of  his  funeral,  and,  long  before  he  was  born, 
foretold  in  w>iat  kind  of  tomb  his  body  ihould  be  laid,  Ifa.  liii.  9. 
"  He  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  with  the  rich  in  his 
**  d6ath:"  pointing,  by  that  expreffion,  at  this  tomb  of  Jolcph, 
who  was  a  rich  man  \  and  the  fcriptures  cannot  be  broken. 

Reaibn  3.  Thirdly^  He  muft  be  buried,  to  complete  his  humiJia'- 
tion;  this  being  the  lowed:  flep  he  coidd  poffibly  defcend  to  in  his 
abafed  ftate.  They  have  bought  me  to  the  dufi  of  death:  lower  he 
could  not  be  laid  *,  dnd  fo  low  he  muft  lay  his  blefled  head,  elfe  he 
had  not  been  humbled  to  the  loweft. 

Reafon  4.  Fourthly^  But  the  great  end  and  reaibn  of  his  inter* 
ment  was  the  conquering  of  death  in  its  own  dominion*and  territo- 
ries \  which  viftory  over  the  grave  fumiflied  the  faints  with  that 
triumphant  iTiyuuoy  fong  of  deliverance,  i  Cor.  xv.  {^5.  <<  O  death! 
««  where  is  thy  fting?  O  grave!  where  is  thy  deftniition?"  Our 
graves  would  not  be  fo  fweet  and  comfortable  to  us,  when  we  come 
to  lie  down  in  them,  if  Jefus  had  not  lain  there  before  us  and  for 
us.  Death  is  a  dragon,  the  grave  its  den ;  a  place  of  drtod  and 
terror ;  but  Chrift  goes  into  its  den,  there  grapples  with  it,  and 
for  ever  overcomes  it ;  difarms  it  of  all  its  terror ;  and  not  only 
makes  it;  to  ceafe  to  be  inimical  but  to  become  exceeding  beneficial 
to  the  faints  \  a  bed  oi  reft, '  and  a  perfumed  bed;  they  do  but  go 
into  Chrift's  bed,  where  he  lay  before  them.  For  thefe  ends  he 
muft  be  buried. 

Secondly^  Next  let  us  enquire  what  manner  of  funeral  Chrift 
had? 

And  if  we  intently  obferve  it,  we  ihall  find  many  remarkable 
properties  in  it. 

Firft^  We,ihall  find  it  to  be  a  very  obfcure  and  private  fbneral. 
Here  was  no  external  pomp  or  gallantry :  Chrift  affeAed  it  not  in 
his  life,  and  it  was  no  way  fuitable  to  the  ends  and  manner  of  his 
death.  Humiliation  was  defigned  in  his  death ;  and  ftate  is  in^* 
confiftent  with  fuch  an  end  :  befides,  he  died  upon  the  tree  \  and 
perfiMis  fo' dying,  do  not  ufe  to  have  much  ceremdhy  and  ftate  at 
their  funerals.  Three  things  fhew  it  to  be  a  very  humble  and  ob- 
fcure funeral,  as  to  what  concerned  outward  glory,  with  which 
the  great  ones  of  the  earth  are  ufually  interred.     For, 

1.  The  dead  body  of  the  Lord  was  not  brought  from  his  own 
houfe,  as  other  men's  commonly  are,  but  from  the  tree.  They 
begged  it  of  his  judge.  Had  they  not  obtained  this  favour  from 
Pilate,  it  muft  have  been  buried  in  Golgotha;  it  had  been  tumbled 
into  a  pit  digged  under  the  crofs.  * 

2.  As  it  was  firft  begged,  then  buried,  fo  it  was  attended  with 
Vol.  I.  3  M 
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a  very  poor  tram:  a  few  (orrowful  women  followed  the  Ucr* 
.Other  men  are  accompanied  to  their  graves  by  their  rdations  and 
£riends :  the  diiciples  were  all  icattered  from  him;  afraid  to  own 
him  dying,  and  dead. 

3*  And  thefe  few  that  were  refolved  to  give  him  a  funeral,  are 
forcedf  by  reaibn  of  the  firaits  of  time,  to  do  it  in  great  hafte. 
Time  was  ihort;  they  take  the  next  fepulchre  they  can  get,  and 
Imrry  him  away  that  evening  into  it ;  for  the  preparation  for  the 
pailbver  was  at  hand.  This  was  the  obfcore  funeral  which  the  body 
of  the  Lord  had.  Thus  was  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth} 
who  has  the  keys  of  death  and  heU,  laid  into  his  grave. 

Secondly y  Yet  though  men^  couki  beftow  little  honour  upon  it, 
the  heavens'beftowed  feveral  marks  of  honour  upon  it;  adorned  it 
with  divers  rnirades,  which  wiped  off  the  reproach  of  his  death 
from  him.  Thefe  miracles  were  antecedent  to  his  interment,  or 
concomitants  of  it. 

I.  There  was  that  extraordinary  and  preternatural  eclipfe  of  the 
fun ;  fuch  an  eclif^e  as  was  never  feen  fince  it  firil  fhone  in  hea- 
ven ;  the  fun  feinted  at  the  fight  of  fuch  a  rueful  fpeftacle,  and 
clothed  the  whole  heaven  in  black.  The  fight  of  this  caufed  a 
great  philofopher,  who  was  then  far  from  the  place  where  this  un- 
paralleled tragedy  was  afting,  to  cry  out  upon  the  fight  of  it, 
*<  *  Either  the  God  of  nature  now  fuffers,  or  the  frame  of  the 
<«  world  is  now  diflblved.'*  ^e  fame  Dionyfius,  writing  to 
ApoUophanes,  a  philofopher,  who  would  not  embrace  the  C^rif- 
tian  faith,  thus  goes  about  to  convince  him.  <<  f  What  thinkeft 
«  thou,  (faith  he)  of  the  eclipfe  when  Chrifl  was  crucified?  were 
**  we  not  both  of  us  at  Heliopolls,  and  fbmding  in  the  fam^ place? 
«  Did  we  not  fee  the  moon  in  a  new  manner  following  the  fnn ; 
«  and  not  in  the  coxtjundion,  but  from  the  ninth  hoar  until  the 
<<  evening,  by  a  reaibn  unknown  in  nature,  direfily  oppofite  to 
«<  the  fun?  didft  thou  not  then,  being  greatly  terrified,  fay  unto 
«  me,  O  my  Dionyfius,  what  fbrange  conmiunications  of  the 
*«  heavenly  bodies  are  thefe  ?" 

Such  a  preternatural  eclipfe  is  remembered  in  no  cdier  hifkiry ; 
for  it  was  not  in  time  of  conjunction,  but  oppofition,  the  moon 
being  then  at  full.  From  the  fixth  to  the  ninth  hour,  the  iiin 
and  moon  were  together  in  the  midfl  of  heaven ;  but  in  the  even- 
ing fhe  appeared  in  the  eafl,  her  own  place,  oppofite  to  the  fun. 
And  then  miraculoufiy  returning  from  eafV  to  wefl,  did  not  pais  by 

•  Attt  Deus  nafura  futiitur^  cut  mvnJi  macbina  diJUvitur,     Dionyfius  Areopag; 
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the  funi  and  fet  in^e  weft  before  it,  but  kept  it  company  for  the 
ipace  of  three  hours,  and  then  returned  to  the  eaft  again.  And 
whereas  in  all  other  natural  eclipfes,  the  ihadow  always  begins  on 
the  weftem  parts  of  the  body  of  the  fun,  and  that  part  is  alfo  firft 
cleared;  it  was  quite  contrary  in  this;  for  though  the  moon  was 
oppoiitc  to  the  fun,  and  diftant  from  it  the  whole  breadth  of  h^a« 
ven,  yet  witli  a  miraculous  fwiftnefs  it  overtook  the  fun,  dark- 
ened firft  the  eaftem  part  of  it,  and  foon  prevailed  over  its  whole 
body;  which  caufed  darknefs  over  all  the  land;  i.  e.  fay  fome, 
over  the  whole  earth;  or,  as  others,  over  the  whole  I^nd  of 
Jewry;  or,  as  others,  over  the  whole  horizon,  and  ail  places  of 
the  fame  altitude  and  latitude,  which  is  moft  probable. 

Secondly f  And  as  Chrift's  funeral  was  adorned  with  fuch  a  mira- 
culous eclipfe,  which  put  the  heavens  and  earth  into  mourning; 
{o  the  rocks  did  rend;  the  vail  of  the  temple  rent  in  twain  from  top 
to  bottom ;  the  graves  opened,  and  the  dead  bodies  of  many  faints 
arofe  and  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  were  feen  of  many«  The 
rending  of  the  rocks  was  a  fign  of  God's  fierce  indignation,.  Nahum 
i.  6;  and  a  difcovery  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  power;  ihewing  them 
what  they  deferved,  and  what  he  could  do  to  them  that  had  com- 
mitted this  horrid  faA;  though  he  rather  chofe  at  this  time  to  (hew 
the  dreadful  efTeAsof  it  upon  inanimate  rocks,  than  rocky-hearted 
ilnners ;  but  efjpecially  it  fcrved  to  convince  the  world,  that  it  was 
none  other  but  the  Son  of  God  that  died ;  which  was  farther  ma- 
nifefted  by  thefe  concomitant  miracles. 

As  for  the  rending  in  twain  of  the  vail,  it  was  a  notable  miracle, 
'plainly  {hewing  that  all  ceremonies  were  now  accompliftied  a;id  abo- 
lifhed;  no  more  vails  now :  as  alfo  that  believers  have  now  moft. 
free  accefs  into  heaven.  At  that  very  inftant  when  the  vail  rent, 
the  high-prieft  yras  officiating  in  the  moft  holy  place,  and  the  rail 
which  hid  him  from  the  reft  of  the  people,  being  rent,  they  might 
freely  fee  him  about  his  work  in  the  holy  of  holies ;  a  lively  em- 
blem of  our  High-prieft,  whom  now  we  fee  by  faith  m  the  heavens, 
there  performing  his  interceffion-work  for  us.  -^ 

The  opening  of  the  graves,  plainly  ihewed  the  deiign  and  end  of 
Chrift's  going  into  it ;  that  it  might  not  have  dominion  over  the 
bodies  of  the  faints,  but  being  vanquiflied  and  deftroyed  by  Chrift, 
lets  go  all  that  are  his,  whom  he  ranfomed  from  the  grave,  as  a 
prey  out  of  its  paws :  a  fpccimen  whereof  was  given  in  thofe  holy 
ones  that  rofe  at  that  time  and  appeared  to  many  in  the  holy  city. 
Thus  was  tbe  funeral  of  our  Lord  performed  by  men  :  Thus  was 
it  adorned  by  miracles  from  heaven. 

Ufe.  And  now  we  have  feen  Jefus  interred ;  he  that  wears  at  his 
girdle  the  keys  of  hell  and  death,  himfclf  locked  up  in  the  grave. 
What  fhall  I  fay  of  him  whom  they  now  laid  in  the  grave  ?  iha 
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undertake  to  tell  you  what  he  was,  what  he  didy  fufiered,  and  de- 
ferved?  Alas!  the  tongues  of  angels  muft  paufe  and  ftammpr  m 
luch  a  work.  I  may  truly  fay,  as  Nazianzen  faid  of  Bazil,  ««  No 
*<  tongue  but  hk  own  can  fufficiently  commend  and  praife  him." 
He  is  a  fun  of  righteoufnefs;  a  fountain  of  life ;  a  bundle  of  love. 
Of  him  it  might  be  faid  in  that  day.  Here  lies  lovely  Jcfus,  in 
whom  is  treafured  up  whatfoevcr  an  angry  God  can  require  for  his 
fatisfa^on,  or  an  empty  creature  for  his  perfection;  before  him 
was  none  like  him,  and  after  fhall  none  arifc  comparable  to  him. 
<<  If  every  leaf  and  fpire  of  grafs,*'  (faith  •one,)  *«  nay,  all  the  (brs, 
iands  and  atoms,  were  fo  many  fouls  and  feraphims,  whoft  love 
iliould  double  in  them  every  moment  to  all  eternity,  yet  would  it 
fall  inhnitcly  fliort  of  what  is  due  to  his  worth  and  excellency. 
Suppofe  a  creature  compofed  of  all  the  choice  endowments  that 
ever  awzh  in  the  beft  of  men  fince  the  creation  of  the  world,  in 
whom  you  find  a  meek  Mofes,  a  ftrong  Sampfon,  a  faithfol  Jon^ 
than,  a  beautiful  Abfalom,  a  rich  and  wife  Solomon  ;  hay,  and 
add  to  this,  the  underftanding,  ftrength,  agility,  fplcndour,  and 
holinefs  of  ail  the  angels,  it  would  all  amount  but  to  ^  dark  ihadow 
of  this  incomparable  Jefus." 

w  Who  ever  weighed  Chrift  fn  a  pair  of  balances  ?**  faith  another. 
«*  Who  hath  feen  the  foldings  and  plaits,  the  heights  and  depths  cf 
that  glory  that  is  in  him  !  O  for  fuch  a  heaven,  as  but  to  ftand 
aftu"  off  and  fee,  and  love,  and  long  for  him,  while  time's  thread 

be  cut,  and  this  great  work  of  creation  diffolved ! -O,^  if  I  couM 

yoke  in  among  the  throng  of  angels  and  feraphims,  and  now  glo- 
rified faints,  and  could  raife  a  new  love-long  of  Chrift  before  all 
the  world  !  I  am  pained  with  wondering  at  new  opened  treafures 
in  Chrift.  If  every  finger,  member,  bone  and  joint,  were  a  torch 
burning  in  the  hottcft  fire  in  hell,  I  would  they  could  all  fend  out 
love-praifes,  high  fongs  of  praife  for  evermore,  to  that  plant  of 
renown,  to  that  royal  and  high  Prince,  Jefus  my  Lord.    But,  alas! 

his  love  fwelleth  in  me,  and  finds  no  vent, ^I  mar  his  praifes, 

»ay,  I  know  no  comparifon  of  what  Chrift  is,  and  what  he  is 
worth.  All  the  angels,  an4  all  the  glorified,  praife  him  not  fo 
much  as  in  halves.    Who  can  advance  him,  or  utter  all  his  praife? 

O,  if  I  could  praife  him,  I  would  reft  content  to  die  of  lo\^ 

for  him.  O,  I  would  to  God  I  could  fend  in  my  prsufes  to  my  in- 
comparable Well-beloved,  or  caft  my  love-fongs  of  that  matclildi 
Lord  Jefus  over  tlie  walls,  that  they  might  light  in  his  bp  before 

men  and  angels ! — But  when  1  have  fpoken  of  him  till  my 

head  rive,  I  have  faid  juft  i;iothing  ;  I  may  begin  again.  A  God- 
head, a  Godhead,  is  a  world's  wonder  J  Set  ten  thoufand  thoufand- 

♦  Mr  Jeukin. 
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new-made  worlds  of  angels  and  ele6l  men,  and  double  thepi  in 
number  tbi  thoufand  thoufand  thoufand  times :  let  their  hearts 
and  tongues  be  ten  thoufand  times  more  agile  and  large  than 
the  hearts  and  tongues  of  the  feraphims,  that  ftand  with  fix  wings 
before  him  ;  when  they  have  faid  all  for  the  glorifying  and  praifing 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  they  have  fpoken  little  or  nothing.  O  that  I 
could  even  wear  out  this  tongue  in  extolling  his  highnefs !  But  it 
is  my  daily  admiration^  and  I  am  confounded  with  his  incomparable 
love." 

Thus  have  his  enamoured  friends  faintly  exprcfled  his  excel- 
lencies ;  and  if  they  have  therein  done  any*  thing,  they  have  fhewn 
the  impofGbility  of  his  due  praifes. 

Come  and  fee,  believing  fouls,  look  upon  dead  Jefus  in  his 
winding-fhcet  by  faith,  and  fay,  Lo,  this  is  he,  of  whom  thechurcli' 
faid,  «•  My  beloved  is  white  and  ruddy  j"  his  ruddiriefe  is  how 
gone,  and  a  death-palencfs  hath  prevailed  over  all  his  body,  but 
ftill  as  lovely  as  ever,  yea,  altogether  lovely. 

If  David,  lamenting  the  death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  faid, 
"  Daughters  of  Jerufalem,  wjcep  over  Saul,  who  clothed  you  in 
*^  fcarlet,  with  other  delights;  who  put  ornaments  of  gold  up- 
'*  on  your  apparel ;"  Much  rather  may  I  fay.  Children  ofZion, 
iveep  over  J^fusj  who  clothed  you  with  righteoufnefsy  and  the  garments 
of Jalvation. 

This  is  he  who  quitted  the  throne  of  glory ;  left  the  bofbm  ot 
unfpeakable  delights  \  came  in  a  body  of  flefh,  produced  in  per- 
feft  holinefe ;  brake  through  many  and  great  impediments,  (thy 
great  unworthinefs,  the  wrath  of  God  and  man,)by  the  ftrengthof 
love  to  bring  falvation  home  to  thy  foul.  Cqn  he  that  believingly  con- 
fiders  this,  do  lefs  than  faint  at  the  fenfe  of  that  love  that  brought 
him  to  the  duft  of  death,  and  cry  out  with  that  father,  «« My  Lord 
was  crucified !"  But  I  will  infift  no  longer  upon  generals  ;  but 
draw  down  the  particulars  of  Chrift's  funeral  to  your  ufe,  in  the 
following  corroUaries, 

Cordllary  i .  Was  Chrift  burled  in  this  manner  ?  Then  a  decent 
and  mournful  funeraly  where  it  can  be  had^  is  very  laudable  among 
Chriflians. 

I  know  the  fouls  of  the  faints  have  no  concernment  for  their 
bodies,  nor  arc  they  Iblicitous  how  the  body  is  treated  here  ;  yet 
there  is  a  refpeft  due  to  them,  as  they'  are  the  temples  wherein 
God  hath  been  ferved,  and  honoured  l^  thofc  holy  fouls  that  oncfe 
dwelt  in  them;  as  alfo  upon  the  account  of  their  relation  to  Chrift, 
even  when  they  lie  by  the  walls ;  and  the  glory  that  will  be  one 
day  put  upon  them,  when  they  fliall  be  changed,  and  made  like 
unto  Chrift's  glorious  body.  Upon  foch  fpecial  accounts  as  thefe, 
their  bodies  deferve  an  honourable  treatment,  as  well  as  upon  the 
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a'ccoimt  of  humanity,  which  owes  this  honour  to  the  bodUes  of  all 
men. 

To  have  no  funeral,  is  accounted  a  judgment,  Ecclef.  vii.  4.  or 
to  be  tumbled  into  a  pit  without  any  to  lament  us,  is  as  lamentable. 
We  read  of  many  folemn  and  mournful  funerals  in  fcripturc*, 
ifi^herein^  the  people  of  Cod  have  affectionately  paid  their  refpefb 
and  honours  to  the  diift  of  the  faints,  as  men  that  were  deeply 
ienfible  of  their  worth,  and  how  great  a  lofs  the  world  fuftains  hj 
their  remove.  Chrift V  funeral  had  as  much  of  decency  and  fo- 
lemnity  in  it,  as- the  time  would  permit  y  though  he  was  a  fbangcr 
to  all  pomp,  both  in  life  and  death. 

CoroL  %.  Did  Jofeph  and  Nicodemus  fo  boldly  appear  at  a  time 
of  fo  much  danger,  to  beg  the  body,  and  give  it  a  funeral  i  Letii 
Be  for  ever  a  caution  tojirofig  Chrfflia/iSf  fiot  to  defpife  or  glory  over  the 
weai.  You  fee  here  a  couple  of  poor,  low-fpiritcd,  and  timorous 
perfons,  that  were  afraid  to  be  feen  in  Chrift's  company,  when  the 
other  difciples  profefied  their  readineis  to  die  with  liim  :  yet  thofe 
flee,  and  thefe  appear  for  him,  when  the  trial  comes  indeed .  If 
God  defert  the  flrong,  and  aiEft  the  weak,  the  feeble  (hall  be  2s 
iDai^d>  and  the  flrong  as  tow.  I  fpeak  not  this  to  difcourage  any 
itian  from  ftriving  to  improve  inherent  graces  to  the  utmoft  j  for 
It  is  ordinarily  found  in  experience,  that  the  degi-ees  of  ailirHng 
grace,  are  given  out  according  to  the  meafures  of  inherent  grace : 
but  I  ipeak  it  to  prevent  a  fin  incident  to  ftrong  Chriffians,  which 
is  to  defpife  the  weak,  ^•.hich  God  corre£b  by  fuch  inflances  and 
examples  as  this  before  us. 

Corof.  3.  Hence  ive  may  be  ajjlfledin  difcerning  the  depths  ofChrif?: 
*  humilintton  for  us ;  And  fee  from  what,  to^  what  his  love  brought 
hiili^  It  was  not  enough,  that  he  who  was  in  the  form  of  God, 
became  a  creature,  which  was  an  infinite  ftoop,  nay,  to  be  made  a 
Man,  an  inferior  order  of  creatures  \  nay,  to  be  a  poor  man,  to 
fpend  his  days  in  poverty  and  contempt,  but  alfo  to  be  a  dead 
corpfe  for  our  fakes.     O  *what  manner  of  love  is  this  / 

Now,  the  deeper  the  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God  was,  the 
rtiore  fatisfaAory  to  us  it  muft  needs  be  \  for  as  it  fhews  us  tlic 
heinoufnefs  of  fin,  that  defcrves  all  this,  fo  the  fulnefs  of  ChrilVs 
fatisfaftion,  whereby  he  makes  up  that  breach.  O,  it  was  deq> 
Humiliation  indeed  !  ho^  unlike  liimfclf  is  he  now  become  !  doth 
he  look  like  the  Son  of  God  ?  What !  the  Son  of  God,  whom  all 
the  angels  adore,  to  be  hurried  by  three  or  four  perfons  into  his 
flrave  in  an  evening !  to  be  carried  from  Golgotha  to  the  grave  in 
niis  manner,  and  there  lie  as  a  captive  to  death  for  a  time !  Never 

*'Ckfi.  Kftiii  4.   Gen.  tut.  19.    0«&.  L  xa   Knmb.  xx.  29.  ft  Chron.  mr.  24> 
John  XL  31.    Ads  viii.  a. 
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was  the  like  change  of  conditions  \  never  fuch  an  abalement  heard 
ofin  the  world. 

Cord.  4.  From  this  funeral  of  Chrifi  refults  the  purefl^  and  Jlrong- 
tjl  confolatlbn  and  encouragement  to  believers  ^  againfi  the  fears  of  death 
and  the  grave.  If  this  be  fo,  that  Jeius  hath  lain  in  the  ^ve  be- 
fore you ;  let  me  fay  then  to  yoU)  as  the  Lord  fpake  to  Jacobs 
Gen.  xlvi.  2,  3.  ««  Fear  not  to  go  down  into  Egypt,  for  I  will  go 
«<  down  with  thee,  and  I  will  alfo  furely  bring  thee  up  again." 
So  here,  fear  not,  believer,  to  go  down  to  the  grave,  for  God 
will  be  with  thee  there,  and  will  furely  bring  thee  up  thence. 
This  confideration  that  Jefus  Chrift  hath  lain  in  the  grave  himfelf, 
gives  manifold  encouragements  to  the  people  of  God,  againft  the 
terrors  of  the  grave. 

Firjiy  The  grave  received,  but  could  not  dejlroy  Jelus  Chrift: 
death  fwallowed  him,  as  the  whale  did  Jonah  his  type,  but  could 
not  digeft  him  when  it  had  fwallowed  him,  but  quicliciy  delivered 
him  up  agsun.  Now  ChriiFs  lying  in  the  grave,  as  the  common 
head  and  refM*efentative  of  believers,  what  comfort  fhould  this 
infpire  into  their  hearts :  for,  as  it  fared  with  Chrift's  body  per- 
ioral, fo  it  {hall  with  Chrift^s  body  myftical :  it  could  not  retain 
him  \  it  (hall  not  for  ever  retain  them.  This  refurredion  of 
Chrift  out  of  his  grave,  is  the  very  ground  of  our  hope  for  a  re- 
furre£Uon  out  of  our  graves.  «  Chrift  is  rifen  from  the  dead,  and 
««  become  the  firft-fruits  of  them  that  flept,**  i  Cor.  xv.  %q. 

Secondly  J  As  the  union  betwixt  the  body  of  Chrift ;  and  the  Pi- 
vine  nature  was  not  diflblved,  when  that  body  was  laid  in  the 
grave,  (o  the  union  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers  is  not,  cannot  be 
diflblved,  when  their  bodies  (hall  be  laid  in  their  graves.  It  is  trye^ 
the  natural  onion  betwixt  his  foul  and  body  was  diflblved  for  a 
time ;  but  the  hypo/latical -tmion  was  not  diflblved,  no,  not  for  a 
moment:  that  body  was  the  body  of  the  Son  of  God,  when  it 
was  in  the  iepulchre.  In  like  manner,  the  natural  union  betwixt 
our  fouls  and  bodies  is  diflblved  by  death }  but  the  myftical  union 
betwixt  us  and  Chrift,  yea,  betwixt  our  very  duft  and  Chrift  c^n 
never  be  diflblved. 

.  Thirdly f  As  Oirift's  body,  when  it  was  In  the  grave,  did  there 
reft  in  hope,  and  was  afluredly  a  partaker  of  that  hope;  fo  it*{hall 
fare  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  faints,  when  they  lay  (hem  down 
alfo  in  the  duft :  «  My  flefli  alfo  (hall  reft  in  hope,**  fajtli  Chrift, 
Pfal.  xvi.  9,  10,  n.  In  like  manner  the  faints  commit  their 
bodies  to  the  duft  in  hope :  "  The  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
««  death,"  Prov  xlv.  32.  And  as  Chrift's  hope  was  not  a  vain 
hope,  fo  neither  (hall  their  hope  be  vain. 

Fourthly  and  /o^/y,  Chrift's  lying  in^  the  grave  before  us,  hath 
^ite  changed,  an<ji  altered  the  r.atiu^  of  the  grave  j  fo  that  it  is 
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pot  what  it  was  %  it  was  once  a  part  of  the  cuHe.  <<  Duft  thou 
«  art,  and  unto  duft  thou  (halt  return,"  was  a  part  of  the  threat* 
ning,  and  curfe  for  iin<  The  grave  had  the  nature  and  ufe  of  a 
prifon,  to  keep  the  bodies  of  finners  againft  the  great  affizes,  and 
.then  deliver  them  up  into  the  hands  of  a  great  and  terrible  God ; 
but  now  it  is  no  prifon,  but  a  bed  of  reft :  yea,  and  a  perfumed  bed, 
where  Chrift  by  before  us.  Which  is  a  fweetconlideration  of  the 
grave  indeed ;  "  They  fhall  enter  into  peace,  they  Ihall  reft  in 
*«  then:  beds,"  Ifa.  Ivii.  2.  O  then  let  not  believers  ftand  in  fear 
of  the  grave.  He  that  hath  one  foot  in  heaven,  need  not  fear 
to  put  the  otlier  into  the  grave.  «*  Though  I  walk  through  the 
<<  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art 
«  with  me,"  Pfal.  xxiii.  4. 

Indeed,  the  grave  is  a  terrible  place  to  them  that  are  out  of 
Chrift :  death  is  tibiis  Lord's  ferjeant  to  arreft  them  \  the  grave  is 
the  Lord's  prifon  to  fecure  them.  When  death  draws  them  into 
the  grave,  it  draws  them  thither  as  a  lion  doth  his  prey  into  the 
den  to  devour  it.  So  you  read,  Pfal.  xlix.  14.  <<  Death  fhall  feed 
**  (or  prey)  upon  them  "  Death  there  reigns  over  them  in  iu  full 
power,  Rom.  v.  14.  And  though  at  laft  it  fhall  render  them 
again  to  God,  yet  it  were  better  for  them  to  lie  everlaftingly  where 
they  were,  than  to  rife  to  fuch  an  end ;  for  they  are  brought  oot 
of  their  graves,  as  a  condemned  prifoner  out  of  the  prifon,  to  ga 
to  execution.  But  the  cafe  of  the  faints  is  not  ib}  the  grave 
(thanks  be  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  !)  is  a  privileged  place  to  them, 
whilft  they  fleep  tfiere ;  and  when  they  awake,  it  will  be  with  fing- 
ing.     When  they  awake,  they  fhall  be  fatisfied  with  his  likeneis. 

Corollary  5.  Laftly,  8ince  Chrift  wms  laid  in  bis  grave f  and  his  peo" 
pie  reap  fuch  privileges  by  it ;  as  ever  you  expecl  re/1  or  comfort  in  your 
graves^  fee  that  you  get  union  with  Chrift  now. 

It  was  an  ancient  cuftom  of  the  Jews,  to  put  rich  treafures  into 
the  graves  with  their  friends,  as  well  as  to  bcftow  much  upon  their 
fepuTc^res.  It  is  faid,  Hircanus  opened  David's  fepulchre,  and 
took  out  of  it  three  thoufand  talents  of  gold  and  filver.  And  to 
this  fenfe  many  interpret  that  aft  of  the  Chaldeans,  Jer.  viiL  i. 
.«  At  that  time,  faith  the  Lord,  they  fhall  bring  out  the  bones  of 
'«  the  kings  of  Judah,  and  the  bones  of  his  princes,  £5*r.  And  they 
«^  fhall  fpread  them  before  the  fun  and  moon,"  €5V.  This  is  rather 
conceived  to  be  an  afl:  of  covetoufnefs  than  cruelty :  they  fhall 
ranfaft  their  graves  for  the  treafure  that  is  hid  there  among  their 
bones.  It  is  poflible  the  cafe  fo  ftands  with  many  of  you,  that  you 
have  no  great  matter  to  beftow  upon  your  funerals,  nor  are  they 
*  like  to  be  fplendid ;  no  ftately  monuments ;  no  hidden  treafure ; 
but  if  Chrifl  be  yours,  you  carry  that  with  you  to  your  graves, 
which  is  better  than  all  the  gold  and  filvet  in  the  world.    What 
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would  you  be  the  better  if  your  coffin  were  made  of  beaten  g61d» 
or  your  grave-ftone.  fet  thick  with  glittering  diamonds  ?  But  if 
you  die  in  the  Lord^  i.  e.  interefted  in  and  united  to  the  Lord, 
you  {hall  carry  fix  grounds  of  comfort  with  you  to  your  graves, 
the  leaft  of  which  is  not  to  be  purchafed  with  the  wealth  of  both 
the  Indies. 

Firji^  The  firft  ground  of  comfort  which  a  believer  carries  with  ' 
him  to  the  grave,  is,  that  the  covenant  of  God  holds  firmly  with 
his  very  duft,  all  the  days  of  its  appointed  time  in  the  grave*  So 
much  Chrift  tells  us,  Matt.  xxii.  31,  3  a.  <<  I  am  the  God  of 
•'  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  :  God 
<<  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living ;"  q.  d*  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob  are  naturally  dead-,  but  inafmuch  as  God,  Jong 
after  their  deaths,  proclaimed  himfelf  their  God  ftill,  therefore 
they  are  all  alive,  fxdirally  alive  to  God :  they  live,  L  e.  their 
covenant-relation  lives  ftill.  «<  Whether  we  live,  or  whether  we 
««  die,  (faith  the  apoftle)  we  sft-e  the  Lord's,'*  Rom.  xiv.  7,  8,  9* 
Now,  what  an  encouragement  \i  here  I  I  am  as  much  the  hordes  ia 
the  ftate  of  the  dead,  as  I  was  in  the  ftate  of  the  living :  death  puts 
an  end  to  all  other  relations  and  bonds,  but  the  bond  of  the  covt- 
nant  rots  not  in  the  grave :  that  'duft  is  ftill  the  Lord's. 

Secondly  f  As  God's  covenant  with  our  very  bodies  is  indlfiblvable, 
ib  God's  love  to  our  very  duft,  is  infeparable.  "  I  am  the  God 
««  of  Abraham."  God  looks  down  fi-om  heaven  into  the  graves  of 
his  faints  with  delight,  and  looks  on  that  pile  of  duft  with  com- 
placency, which  thofe  that  once  loved  it  cannot  behold  without 
loathing.  The  apoftle  is  exprefs];  Rom.  viii.  33.  that  death  fepa- 
rates  not  the  believer  firom  the  love  of  God.  As  at  firft  it  was  not 
our  natural  comelinefs  or  beauty  that  drew,  or  engaged  ^  love  to 
us  $  fo  neither  will  he  ceafe  to  love  us  when  that  beauty  is  gone^ 
and  we  become  obje£b  of  loathing  to  all  fiefti.  When  a  huft>and 
cannot  endure  to  iee  a  wife,  or  a  wife  her  huft)and ;  but  faith  of 
them  that  were  once  dear  and  pleafant,  as  Abraham  of  his  beloved 
Sarah,  *<  Bury  my  dead  out  of  my  fight  ;'•  yet  then  the  Lord  de- 
lights in  it  as  much  as  ever.  The  goldfmith  does  not  value  the 
duft  of  his  gold,  as  God  values  the  duft  of  his  faints,  for  all  thefe 
precious  particles  are  united  to  Chrift. 

Thirdly^  As  God's  love  will  be  with  you  in  the  grave,  lb  God's 
providence  fhall  take  order  about  your  graves,  when  they  ihall  be 
digged  for  you.  And  be  fure  he  will  not  dig  your  graves  till  you 
are  fit  to  be  put  into  them  :  he  will  bring  you  thither  in  the  beft 
time  5  Job  v.  26.  "  Thou  flialt  come  to  thy  grave  as  a  ftiock  of 
<*  com  in  its  feafon:"  you  ihall  be  ripe  and  ready  before  God 
houfe  you  there.    It  is  faid  of  David,  that  *'  after  he  had  ferved  * 
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«  liis  generation  by  the  will  of  God,  he  fell  afleep,**  Afts  ^ui. 
36.  O  what  a  holy  and  wife  will  is  that  will  of  God,  that  {o  or- 
ders our  death!  And  how  equal  is  it,  that  our  will  fhonld  be  con- 
cluded by  it  ? 

Fourthly f  If  you  be  in  Chrift,  as  God's  covenant  holds  with  you 
in  the  grave,  his  love  is  infeparable  from  your  duft,  his  providence 
Ihall  give  order  when  it  fliall  be  digged  for  you,  fo,  in  the  next 
place,  his  pardons  have  loofed  all  the  bonds  of  gTjilt  from  you,  be- 
fore you  lie  down  in  the  grave :  fo  that  you  fliall  not  die  in  your 
fins.  Ah,  friends,  what  a  comfort  is  this  \  that  you  are  the  LchxI's 
firee-men  in  the  grave !  fin  is  a  bad  bed-fellow,  and  a  woric  grave- 
fellow.  It  is  a  grievous  threatenuig,  John  viii.  24.  "  Ye  fliall  die 
«<  in^your  fins.**  Better  be  caft  alive  into  a  pit  among  dragons 
and  ftrpents,  than  dead  in  your  graves  amorfg  your  fins.  O  what 
a  terrible  word  is  that,  Job  xx.  11."  His  bones  are  full  of  the  fins 
«*  of  his  youth,  which  ihall  lie  down  Mnth  him  in  the  duft  P* 
Bt|t  from  the  company  of  fin,  in  the  grave,  all  the  faints  are  deli- 
vered. God^s  full,  free,  and  final  pardons  have  fhut  guilt  out  of 
your  graves. 

Fifthly  J  "WTienever  you  come  tcjyour  graves,  you  fliall  find  the 
ennuty  of  the  ^rave  flain  by  Chrift :  it  is  no  enemy  5  nay,  you 
will  find  it  friendly,  a  privileged  place  to  you :  it  will  be  as 
iwcet  to  you  that  are  in  Chrift,  as  a  foft  bed  in  a  ftill  quiet  cham- 
ber is  to  one  that  is  weary  and  fleepy.  Therefore,  it  is  faid,  i  Cor. 
ill.  21,  22.  «*  Death  is  yours  ;"  yours  is  a  privilege;  your  friend : 
there  you  fhall  find  fweet  reft  in  Jefus;  be  hurried,  pained, 
troubled  no  more. 

Sixthly^  To 'conclude:  if  in  Chrift,  know  this  for  your  comfort, 
that  your  own  Cord  Jefus  Chrift  keeps  .the  keys  of  all  the  cham- 
bers of  death :  and  as  he  unlocks  the  door  of  death,  when  he  lets 
you  in,  fb  he  will  opep  it  again  for  you  when  you  awake,  to 
let  you  out  j  and  from  the  time  he  opens  to  let  you  in,  till  the 
time  he  opens  to  let  you  out,  he  himfelf  wakes  and  watches  by  " 
you  while  you  flecp  there.  "  1  (faith  he)  have  the  keys  of  death," 
Kev.  i.  iS.  O  then,  as  you  expcft  peace  or  reft  in  the  chambers 
of  death,  get  union  with  Chrift.  A  grave  witli  Chrift  is  a  comfort- 
able place. 
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Wherein  four  weighty  Ends  of  Christ's  Humiliation  arc  opened^ 
and  particularly  applied* 

IsA.  liii.  2. 
He  pall  fee  the  travail  of  his  foul^  and  b^fatisfied. ' 

'V'TTE  are  now  arrived  at  the  laft  particular  place  which  we  de- 
Yy  figned  to  fpeak  to  in  Chrift'sj&j/^  of  humiliation^  namely, 
the  aeftgns  and  blefied  ends  for  which  he  was  fo  deeply  abafed.  It 
is  inconfiftent  with  the  prudence  of  a  common  agent,  to  be  at  vaft 
expences  of  time,  pains,  and  coft,  and  not  to  propound  to  himfelf 
a  deilgn  worthy  of  all  thofe  expences.  And  it  is  much  lefs  ima* 
ginable^  that  Chrift  lhi[>uld  fo  ftupendoufly  abafe  himfelf,  by  poop- 
ing from  the  bofom  of  his  Father  to  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  where 
our  lafl'difcourfe  left  him,  if  there  had  not  been  fome  excellent 
and  glorious  thing  in  his  eye,  the  attaimnent  whereof  might  give 
him  a  content  and  fatisfa£tion,  equivalent  to  all  the  ibrrows  and 
abafements  he  endured  for  it. 

And  fo  much  is  plainly  held  forth  in  this  fcripture,  <<  He  (hall 
<«  fee  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  be  (atisfied."  In  which  words 
three  things  fall  under  our  consideration. 

Firft,  The  travailing  pangs  of  Chrift,  So  the  agonies  of  his 
foul  and  torments  of  his  body  are  fitly  called,  not  only  becaufe  of 
the  fharpneis  and  acutenefs  of  them,  being  in  that  refpeft  like 
birth-pangs  of  a  travailing  woman,  for  fo  tlus  *  word  iignifies,  but 
alfo  becaufe  they  fbre-run,  and  make  way  for  the  birth,  which 
abundantly  recompenfes  all  thofe  labours.  Ifhall  not  here  infift 
upon  the  pangs  and  agonies  endured  by  Chrift  iri  the  garden,  or 
upon  the  crofs,  which  the  prophet  ftiles  «  the  travail  of  his  foul," 
having,  in  the  former  fermons,  opened  it  largely  in  its  particulars, 
but  pafs  to  the 

Second  Thing  confiderable  in  thcfe  words,  and  that  is  the  dJUured 
fruits  and  effe^  of  tliiJs  his  travail;  hejhallfee  the  travail  ofhisfoul^ 
By  feeing,  underftand  the  fruition,  obtainment,  or  enjoyment  of 
the  end  of  his  fufferings.  He  ihall  not  fhed  his  blood  upon  an 
hazard;  liis  defign  Ihall  not  mifcarry  j  but  he  fhall  certainly  fee 
tlie  ends  he  aimed  at,  accompliihed. 

And  Thirdly^    This  fhall   yield  him  great  fatisfa^on :   as  a 

*  *TO3^,  wiwfy,  This  word  fignifies  both  the  birth  and  pain  attending  it.— 
Ssrigel, 
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**  woman  forgets  her  (brrow,  for  joy  that  a  man  is  bom  into  the 
«  world,"  John  xvi.  21.  he  fhail  fee  it,  and  htfatirfUd.  As  God, 
when  he  had  finiihed  the  work  of  creation,  viewed  that  his  work 
with  pleafure  and  fatisfa^llon }  fo  doth  our  exalted  Redeemer, 
with  great  contentment,  behold  the  happy  iiTues  of  his  hard  fufier- 
ings.  It  affords  p^pafure  to  a  man  to  fee  great  affairs,  by  orderly 
conduA,  brought  to  happy  iflues.  Much  more  doth  it  yield  de- 
light to  Jefiis  Chrift,  to  fee  the  refults  of  the  moft  profound  wifdom 
and  love,  wherein  he  carried  on  redemption-work.  All  runs  into 
this  dodirine, 

DoA.  That  all  tht  blejfed  deftgns  and  ends  for  which  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl  humbled  himfelfto  the  death  of  the  crofsy  Jhall  certainly  he 
attained^  to  bis  full  content  andfatisfaifiotu 

My  prefent  buiinefs  is  not  to  prove,  that  Chrift  fhall  certainly 
obtain  what  he  died  for  \  nor  to  open  the  great  fatisfa^ion  and 
pleafure  which  will  arife  to  him  out  of  thofe  iffues  of  his  death, 
but  to  point  at  the  principal  ends  of  his  death;  making  fome  brief 
improvements  as  we  pafs  along. 

Firfty  Then  let  us  enquire  into  the  defigns  and  ends  of  Chrifl's 
humiUation,  at  leaft  the  main  and  principal  ones ;  and  we  ihall 
find,  that  as  the  fprinkling  of  the  typical  blood  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
meat  was  done  for  four  weighty  ends  or  ufes,  anfwerably,  the 
precious  and  invaluable  blood  of  the  Teflator  and  furety  of  the 
New  Teftamentis  fhed  for  four  weighty  ends  alfo. 

Fir/If  That  blood  was  fhed  and  applied  to  deliver  from  danger ; 
Exod.  xii.  13,  "  And  the  blood  ihall  be  to  you  for  a  *  token  upon 
«*  the  houfes  where  you  are;  and  when  I  fee  the  blood,  I  will  pafs 
<«  over  you:  and  the  plague  ihall  not  be  upon  you,  to  deifaroy  you, 
<*  when  I  fmite  the  land  of  Egypt." 

Secondly^  The  blood  that  was  fhed  to  make  an  atonement  betwixt 
God  and  the  people  %  Lev.  iv.  20,  *<  And  be  ihall  do  with  the 
««  bullock  as  he  did  with  the  bullock  for  a  iin-offering  ;  fo  (hall  he 
<<  do  with  this  i  and  the  prieil  ihall  make  an  atonement  for  tbcm, 
<«  and  it  ihall  be  forgiven  them." 

Thirdly f  That  blood  was  ihed  to  purify  pcrfons  from  their  cere- 
monial pollutions^  Lev.  xiv.  6,  7.  "  He  ihall  dip  the  cedar-wood, 
<«  and  fcarlet,  and  hydbp,  with  the  living  bird,  in  the  blood  of 
«<  the  bird  that  was  killed  over  the  running  water,  and  he  ihall 
«<  fprinkle  upon  him  that  is  to  be  cleanfed  from  the  Icprofy  fevea 

•  The  Jews  implicitly  acknowledged  by  this  ceremony,  that  they  were  t»  bf 
liberated  from  eternal  death  by  the  blood  of  the  Meiilah.    Fai^, 
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««  times*  5  and  fliall  pronounce  him  clean,  and  fhall  let  the  living 
•*  bird  loofe  in  the  open  field." 

Fourthlyy  That  f  blood  was  {hed  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  tefta- 
ment  or  covenant  of  God  with  the  people,  Exod.  xxiv.  8.  **  And 
*«  Moies  took  the  blood,  and  fprinkled  it  on  the  people,  and  faid, 
*«  Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  which  the  Lord  hath  made 
*<  with  you  concerning  all  thefe  words.**  Thefe  were  the  four 
main  ends  for  fhedding  and  fprinkling  that  typical  blood.  Suits^ 
bly,  there  are  four  principal  ends  for  fliedding  and  applying 
Chrift'3  blood.  As  that  typical  blood  was  ihed  to  deliver  from 
danger^  fo  this  was  fhed  to  deliver  from  wrath,  even  the  wrath  to 
strne.  That  was  fhed  to  make  an  atonement,  fo  was  this.  That 
was  flied  to  purify  perfons  from  uncleannefs,  fo  was  this.  That 
was  fhed  to  confirm  the  Teftament,  fo  was  this.  As  will  appear 
in  the  following  particulars  more  at  large. 

jFiVy?,  One  principal  defign  and  end  of  fhedding  the  blood  of 
Chrift  was  to  deliver  his  people  from  danger  y  the  danger  of  that  ivratb 
which  burns  dmvn  to  the  loweft  hell.  80  you  find,  i  Theff.  i.  10. 
<*  Even  Jefus  who  delivered  us  from  wrath  to  come."  Here  our 
mifery  is  both  Jpecifed  ^nd  aggravated.  Specified,  in  calling  it  wratby 
a  word  of  deep  and  dreadful  fignification.  The  damned  beft  un- 
^derftand  the  importance  of  that  word.  And  aggravated^  in  call- 
ing it  lurath  to  comcy  or  coming  wrath.  Wrath  to  come  implies 
both  th^ futurity  and  perpetuity  of  this  wrath.  It  is  wrath  that  ^ali 
certainly  and  inevitably  come  upon  finners.  As  fure  as  the  night 
follows  the  day ;  as  fure  as  the  winter  follows  the  fummer,  (o 
(hall  wrath  follow  fin,  and  the  pleafures  thereof.  Yea,  it  is  not 
only  certainly  future,  but  when  it  comes  it  will  be  abiding  wraths 
or  wrath  flill  coming.  When  millions  of  years  and  ages  are  paft 
and  gone,  this  will  fiill  be  wrath  to  come.  Ever  coming  as  a  river 
ever  flowing. 

Now,  from  this  lurath  to  comey  hath  Jefus  delivered  his  people 
by  his  death.  For  that  was  the  price  laid  down  for  their  re- 
demption from  the  wrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  God,  Rom.  v. 
9.  "  Much  more  then,  being  juftified  by  his  blood,  we  ihall  be 
««  faved  fi:t)m  wrath  through  him."  The  blood  of  Jefus  was  the 
price  that  ranfomed  man  from  this  VTath.  And  it  was  flied  not 
only  to  deliver  them  from  wrath  to  comCy  but  to  deliver  them  free- 
ly>  fiilly,  diftinguifhingly,  and  wonderfiiUy  from  it. 

Firfly  Freelyy  by  his  own  voluntary  interpofition  and  fufception 
of  the  mediatorial  office,  moved  thereunto  by  his  own  bowels  of 

,  ■- 

*  Sevett  ituusy  figniSes  perfeA  expiation ;  this  ntimber  was  confecrated  to  denote 
)>erfedion.     Menocb. 

f  The  Jhedding  zn^Jpriniling  of  hlwtd  fignifies  that  tHc  coYcnant  would  be  fure 
and  fiajblcy  even  with  tiie  hazard  of  life.    Rhet. 
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compaffion*  which  yearned  over  his  t\e£t  in  their  mifery*.  The 
faints  were  once  a  loft  generation,  that  had  ibid  themfelves,  and 
their  iilheritance  alfo ;  and  had  not  wherewithal  to  redeem  ei- 
ther: but  they  had  a  near  kinfman  (even  their  elder  brother 
by  the  mother's  fide)  to  whom  the  right  of  redemption  did  belong; 
who  bdnga  mighty  man  of  wealth,  the  heir- of  alL  things,  midcr- 
1kx>k  to  be  their  GW;  and  out  of  his  own  proper  fubftance  to  re- 
deem both  them  and  their  inheritance.  Them,  to  be  his  own  in- 
heritance, £ph,  i.  10.  and  heaven,  to  be  theirs,  i  Pet.  i.  4.  AH 
this  he  did  moft  freely,  when  none  made  fupplication  to  him.  No 
'£ghing  of  the  piifoners  came  before  him.  He  defigned  it  for  us 
before  we  had  a  being.  And  when  the  purpofes  of  his  grace  were 
come  to  their  parturient  fulnefs,  then  did  he  freely  lay  out  the  in- 
finite treafures  of  his  blood  to  purchafe  our  deliverance  from 
wrath. 

Secondly,  Chrift  by  death  hath  delivered  his  people  fill)\  A 
full  deliverance  it  is,  both  in  refpeft  of  titne  and  degrees.  A  fall 
deliverance  in  refpe6l  of  time.  It  was  not  a  reprieve,  hut  a  delive- 
rance. ,  He  thought  it  not  worth  the  fhedding  of  his  blood  to  re- 
fpite  the  execution  for  a  while.  Nay,  in  the  procurement  of  their 
eternal  deliverance  from  wrath,  and  in  the  purchafe  of  their  eter- 
nal inheritance,  he  hath  but  an  even  bargain,  not  a  jot  more  than 
his  blood  was  worth.  Therefore  is  he  become  "  the  author  of 
*«  eternal  faivation  to  them  that  obey  him,"  Heb.  v.  9.  And  as  it 
is  full  in  refped  of  time,  fo  likewife  in  refpeft  ol  degrees.  He  died 
not  to  procure  a  mitigation  or  abatement  of  the  rigour  or  fevcrity 
of  the  fentence,  but  to  refcue  his  people  fully  from  all  degrees  of 
wrath.  80  that  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  i.  All  the  wrath  of  God  to  the  laft  drop,  was 
fqueezed  out  into  that  bitter  cup  which  Chrift  drank  o£F,  and  wnuig 
out  the  very  dregs  thereof. 

Thirdly,  This  deliverance  obtained  for  us  by  the  death  of  Chrift, 
is  ^fpecial  and  diftirfgtiifhing  deliverance.  Not  common  to  all,  bat 
peculiar  to  fome  ;  and  they  by  nature  no  better  than  thofe  that  are 
left  under  wrath.  Yesi,  as  to  natural  difpofition,  moral  qualifica- 
tions, and  external  endowments,  oftentimes  far  inferior  to  them 
that  perifh.  How  often  do  we  find  a  moral  righteoufnefs,  an  harxn- 
lefs  innocency,  a  pretty  ingeuuity,  a  readinefs  to  all  offices  of  love, 
in  them  that  are  notwithftanding  left  under  the  dominion  of  other 
lufts,  and  under  the  damning  fentence  of  the  law  \  whilft  on  the 
other  iide,  proud,  pcevifli,  fcnfual,  morofe,  and  unpolifhed  na- 
tures, are  chofcn  to  be  the  fubjc(^s  of  this  faivation  ?  «  You  fee 
«  your  calling,  brethren,  i  Cor.  i.  26. 

•  Sec  Mr  Cal'c*8  Mount  Pifgnh,  p.  8j. 
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Fourthly  and  la/llyj  It  is  a  'wonderful  falvation.  It  would  wear^f 
the  arm  of  an  angel  to  write  down  all  the  wonders  that  are  in  this 
falvation.  That  ever  fuch  a  deflgn  ihould  be  laid;  fuch  a  project 
of  grace  contrived  in  the  heart  of  God,  who  might  have  fuffered 
the  whole  fpecies  to  periCb.  That  it  (hould  only  concern  man,  and 
not  the  angelsi  by  nature  more  excellent  than  us^  that  Chrift 
ihould  be  pitched  upon  to  go  forth  upon  this  glorious  defign* 
That  he  fhould  efFefl  it  in  fuch  a  way,  by  taking  our  nature  and 
fuffering  the  penalty  of  the  law  therein.  That  our  detiverance 
ihould  be  wrought  out  and  iiniflied  when  the  Redeemer  and  his 
defign'  fcemed  both  to  be  loft  and  perifhed.  Thefe  with  many 
more  are  fuch  wonders  as  will  take  up  eternity  itfelf  to  fearch,  acU 
n>ire,  and  adore  them. 

Before  I  part  from  this  firft  end  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  give  me 
leave  to  deduce  two  ufeful  corollaries  from  it,  and  then  proceed  to 
a  fecond. 

Corolh  I.  Hath  Chrift  by  death  delivered  his  people  from  the 
wrath  to  come  ?  How  ungrateful  and  diftngenums  a  thing  muf  it  be 
then  for  thofe  that  have  obtained  fuch  a  deliverance  as  thisy  to  repine  and 
grudge  at  thofe  light  aMi£lions  they  fuffer  for  a  moment  upon  Chri/Fs 
account  in  this  nvorldj         '  '  » 

Alas !  What  are  thefe  fufierings,  that  we  ihould  grudge  at 
them  ?  Are  they  like  thofe  which  the  Redeemer  fufiered  for  our 
deliverance  ?  Did  ever  any  of  us  endure  for  him  what  he  endured 
for  us  ?  Or  is  there  any  thing  you  can  fuffer  for  Chrift  in  this 
world,  comparable  to  this  wrath  to  come^  which  you  muft  have  en- 
dured, had  he  not,  by  the  price  of  his  own  blood>  refcued  you 
from  it. 

Reader,  wilt    thou   but  make    the.  compa-      C    ^  r 
rifon  in  thine  own  thoughts,  in  the  following  ^ 

particulars^   and   then   pronounce  when   thou   haft  duly   com- 
pared. 

Firfly  What  is  the  vrrath  of  man  to  the  wrath     en   fj  * 
of  God  ?  What  is  the  arm  of  a  creature  to  the 
anger  of  a  Deity  ?  Can  man  thunder  with  an  arm  like  God  i 

Secondly  J  What  are  the  fufFerings  of  the  vile       s  h'  Si 
body  here,  to  the  tortures  of  a  foul  and  body  in  ^      * 

hell  ?  The  torments  of  the  foul  ^e  the  very  foul  of  torments* 

Thirdly i  What  are  the  troubles  of  a  moment  to  that  wrathj 
which,  after  millions  of  years  are  gone,  will  ilill     jy    ^t' 
be  callec^  wrath  to  come  ?  O  what  comparifon  be- 
twixt a  point  of  hafty  time,  and  the  interminable  duration  of 
vail  eternity ! 

Fourthly y  What  compariibn  is  there  betwixt  the     r    *'    It 
intermitting  ibrrows  and  fufferings  of  this  life>  '  ^  ^' 
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and  the  continued  uninterrupted  norath  to  come  ?  Our  troubles  here 
are  not  conflanti  there  stre  gracious  relaxations,  lucid  intervab 
here ;  but  the  wrath  to  come  allows  not  a  moment's  eafe  or  mid- 
gation. 

Fifthly^  What  light  and  eafy  troubles  are  thoie,  which,  being 

^  r  put  into  the  rank  and   order  of  adjuvant  caufes, 

^^^'         work  under  the  influence  and  blefling  of  the  firft 

caufe,  to  the  everlafting  good  of  them  that  love  God,  compared 

with  that  Hvrath  to  come y  out  of  which  no  good  ej9e£b  or  ifiiies  are 

poffible  to  proceed  to  the  fouls  on  which  it  lies  ? 

Sixthly^  and  laftly,  How  much  more  comfortable  is  it^  to  fufier 
jf   t  in  fellowfhip  with  Chrift  and  his  faints  for  righteonA 

And  com-^    ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^g.^^  ^^j^  ^^^^  ^^  reprobates  for 

pantom.  ^ickednefs  fake  ?  Grudge  not  then,  O  yc  that  arp 
delivered  by  Jefus  from  wrath  to  come,  at  any  thing  ye  do  fufier^ 
or  fliall  fuffer  from  Chrift,  or  for  Chrift  in  this  world. 

CoroL  2.  *If  Jefus  Chrift  hath  delivered  his  people  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  how  little  comfort  can  any  man  take  in  his  prefent  en* 
jojments  and  accomodations  in  the  worldy  Hvhil/l  it  remains  a  quefion 
vnth  him,  whether  he  he  delivered  frvm  the  wrath  to  come  ?  It  is  well 
for  the  prefent,  but  will  it  be  fo  ilill  ?  Man  is  a  profpedting  crea- 
ture, and  it  will  not  fatisfy  him  that  his  prefent  condition  is  com- 
fortable, except  he  have  fome  hopes  it  fhall  be  fo  hereafter*    It^ 
can  aiibrd  a  man  little  content  that  all  is  eafy  and  pleafant  about 
him  now,  whilft  fuch  paflages  and  terrible  hints  of  wrath  to  come 
are  given  him  by  his  own  confcience  daily.     O,  methinks  fuch  a 
thought  as^^this,  whatifl  am  referred  for  the  wrath  to  come?  fhould 
be  to  him,  as  the  fingers  appearing  upon  the  plafter  of  the  wall 
were  to  Beltefhazzar,  in  the  height  of  a  frolic*.     It  is  a  cufiom 
with  fome  of  the  Indians,  when  they  have  taken  a  prifbner  (whom 
they  intend  not  prefently  to  eat)  to  bring  him  with  great  triumph 
into  the  village,  where  he  dwelleth  that  hath  taken  him ;  and|da- 
cing  him  in  the  houfe  of  one  that  was  flaxn  in  the  wars,  as  it  were 
to  re-celebrate  his  funeral,  they  give  him'  his  wives  or  lifters  to  at- 
tend on  him,  and  ufe  at  his  pleafure :  they  apparel  him  gorgeoufly 
and  feed  him  with  all  the  dainty  meats  that  may  be  had  ;  affording 
him  all  the  pleafure  that  can  be  deviled  *,  when  he  hath  pafled  cer- 
tain months  jn  all  thefe  pleafures,  and  (like  a  capon)  is  made  fac 
with  delicate  fare,  they  alFcmble  themfelves  upon  fome  feftival  day, 
and  in  great  pomp  bring  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they 
kill  and  eat  him. 

Such  are  all  the  pleafures  and  enjoyments  of  the  wicked,  which 
feed  them  for  the  day  of  (laughter.     How  little  ftomach  can  a  man 

•  Sir  R.  fiftrUey,  on  tKc  felicity  of  Mao,  p.  M,  IJ. 
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have  to  thofe  dainties  that  underflanda  the  end  and  mc^aning  of 
them  I  Give  not  ileep  therefore  to  thine  eyes,  reader,  till  thou 
hail  got  good  evidence,  that  thou  art  of  that  number  whom  Jcft*s 
bath  delivered  from  the  ivrath  to  come.  Till  thou  canft  lay  j^  he  is  a  Jefuf 
to  thee.     This  may  be  made  out  to  thy  fatisfa<Slion  three  ways.   .•  > 

Firft,  If  Jefus  have  delivered  thee  from  ftn^  the  caufe  if  wrath p 
thou  maye/i  conclude  he  hath  delivered  thee  from  wrath  y  ihe  efftEt-  and 
fruit  of  fin.  Upon  this  account  the  fweet  name  of  Jefus,  was  ifl> 
pofed  upon  him,  Mat.  i.  ai.  ^<  Thou  ihalt  call  his  name  Jefu^y 
««  for  he  fliall  fave  his  people  from  their  fins."  Whilft  a  m^a 
lies  under  the  dominion  and  guilt  of  fin,  he  lies  expofed  to  wrath 
to  come  i  and  when  he  is  delivered  firom  the  guilt  and  power  of 
fin,  he  is  certainly  delivered  from  the  danger  of  this  coming  wrath. 
"Where  fin  is  not  imputed,  wrath  is  not  threatened. 

Secondly,  If  thy  foul  do  fet  an  i'neftimabk  value  on  Jefus  Chrijl^ 
and  he  endeared  to  him  upon  the  account  of  that  inexprejjible  grace  mani" 
fe/fed  in  this  deliverance,  it  is  a  goodjign  thy  foul  hath  a  fiare  in  it. 
Mark  what  an  epithet  the  faints  give  Chriil  upon  this  account. 
Col.  i.  I  a,  13.  "Giving  thanks  to  the  Father,  who  hath  delivered 
'<  us  firom  the  power  of  darknefs,  and  tranflated  us  into  the  king* 
*«  dom  of  his  [dear]  Son."  Chrift  is  therefore  deary  and  dear  be- 
yond all  compare  to  his  faved  ones.  I  remember  it  is  ftoried  of 
the  poor  enthralled  Grecians,  that  when  *  Titus  Flaminius  had  re« 
.ftored  their  ancient  liberties,  and  proclamation  was  to  be  made  in 
the  market-place  by  sgi  herald ;  they  fo  prefled  to  hear  it,  that  the 
herald  was  in  great  danger  of  being  ftifled  and  prefled  to  death  a- 
mong  the  people ;  but  when  the  proclamation  was  ended,  there 
were  heard  fuch  fhouts  and  joyful  acclamations,  that  the  very 
birds  of  the  air  fell  down  aftonilh^d  with  the  ndife,  while  they 
continued  to  cry,  S^^Tvp,  £»ff>p,  a  Saviour,  a  Saviour ;  and  all  the 
following  night  they  continued  dancing  and  finging  about  his  pa^ 
vilion. 

If  fuch  a  deliverance  fo  endeared  them  to  Titus,  how  (hould  the 
great  dejiverance  from  wrath  to  come,  endear  all  the  redeemed 
to  love  their  dear  Jefus  ?  This  is  the  native  effeft  of  mercy  upon 
the  foul  that  hath  felt  it. 

Thirdly i  To  conclude,  A  difpofttion  andreadinefs  of  mind  to  do,  or 
endure  any  thing  for  Chrt/Fsfake,  upon  the  account  of  his  deliverance 
from  the' wrath  to  come ;  is  a  good  evidence  you  are  fo  deliver ed.  Col. 
i.  10,  II."  That  we  may  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  to  all  pleafing, 
<«  being  finiitful  in  every  good  work."  There  is  readinefs  to  do 
for  Chrift.  «  Strengthened  with  all  might,  according  to  liis  glori- 

V0L.L  3O 
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tfk  otu  ^tvtej  imto  all  piitience  and  long-fuflermg  with  joyfcilnds.'' 
Thdre  is  a  theai^fiil  ireadinds  to  endure  any  thing  fdr  Cbrift.  And 
how  bolh  thefc  flow  from  the  fenife  of  this  great  deUverance  from 
1«tath>  the  nth  verfe  will  inform  youi  which  was  but  now  cited. 
Oh  thcTi)  be  ferious  and  affiduottd  in  the  reiblotion  of  this  grand 
tafe*    Till  this  be  rcfolved,  nothing  canbepleafant'to  dxy  foul. 

'£nd  a.  As  the  typical  blood  teas  fhed  and.iprinkied  to  deliver 
fhoim  dJuiger,  fo  it  was  fhed  to  make  atonetmiity  Lev.  iv.ao.  "  He 
w  fhkll  expiate  (we  tranflite  titone)  the  fin.**  The  word  imports 
fabtSL  And  the  true  meaning  is»  that  by  the  blood  of  the  bal- 
JbCki  all  Whofe  efficacy  ftood  in  its  relation  to  the  bidod  of  Chrift, 
hghifi^  and'fliadqwed  by  it,  the  people,  for  whom  it  was  fhc3, 
fhould  be  recohciled  to  God,  by  me  expEatioh  and  remiflion  of 
their  fins*  And  what  Sivas  fhadowed  in  this  typical  blood,  was 
tealiy  defigned  and  accomplifhed  by  ^efbs  Chrifl,  in  the  ihedding 
of  his  blood. 

Reconciliation  of  the  elcft  to  God,  is  therefore  another  of  thofc 
beautiful  births  which  Chrift  travailed  for.  So  you  find  it  cx- 
prefsly,  Rom.  v.  lo.  «  If  when  we  were  enemies,  Sprt  wercrc- 
«  concilcd  to  God  by  the  dc^th  of  his  Son.*'  This  [If]  is  not  a 
word  of  doubting,  but  argumentation.  The  apoftlt  fuppofi  it  k 
i  known  truth,  or  principle  yielded  by  all  Chriftians,  that  the 
de^th  of  Chrifl  was  to  reconcile  the  eleft  to  Gdd.  And  again  he 
laflBrms  it  with  l(ke  cleamefs.  Col.  i.  20.  «  And  having  made 
"  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things.** 
"And  that  this  was  a  main  and  principle  end  defigned  both  by  the 
Father  and  Son  in  the  humiliation  of  Chrift,  is  plain  from  2  Cor. 
V.  18,  19.  "  God  was  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  World  tohimfelf.'' 
God  filled  the  humanity  with  grace  and  authority.  The  Sprit  of 
God  was  in  hlth  to  qualify  him.  The  authority  of  God  was  in 
him  by  commiffion,  to  make  all  he  did  valid.  The  grace  and 
love  of  God  to  mankind  was  in  him,  and  one  of  the  prindpal  ef- 
ic&s  in  which  it  was  manifefted,  was  this  defign  upon  which  he 
came,  ^.  to  reconcile  the  world  to' God.  Upon  which  ground 
Chrift  is  called  the  <*  propitiation  for  our  fins,^  i  J6hn  ii.  2. 
«  *  Now  reconcUiation  or  atonement  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  makii^ 
**  up  of  the  ancient  firiendfhip  betwixt  God  and  men  which  fin 
«*  had  diflblvcd,  and  fo  to  reduce  thefe  enemies  into  a  ftate  of 
««  concord,  and  fwcet  agreement."  And  the  means  by  which 
this  ble'fled  defign  was  effeftually  compafled,  was  by  the  death  tf 
'Chrift,  which  made  complete  fatisfaftion  to  God,  for  the  wrong  he 
had  done  him.    There  was  a  breach  made  by  fin  betwixt  God 

*  MecoHfiliarf  nihil  allud  e/i  quam  amicitioM  offtHpMt  mUfua  grasxi  £remfiim  rtfsar*^ 
tifu  inimUos  10  prijiinam  cowtrdiam  redueere,      BaTCn.  in  CoL  u  aow 
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and  angel$>  but  tliat  breach  is  never  to  be  repsured  or  made  up  \ 
fiDce,  as  Cbrift  took  ©ot  on  hiip  their  nature^  fo  he  nevev  intend-, 
ed  to  be  a  mediator  of  reconciliation  betwixt  Cfod  and  them.  That 
will  be  an  eternal  breach.  But  that  which  Chrift  defigned,  as  the 
end  of  his  death,  was  to  reconcile  God  and  man.  Not  the  whole 
fpecies^  but  a  certain  number^  whofe  names  were  ^ven  to  Chrift. 
Here  I  muft  briefly  open,  i.  How  Chrift's  death  reconciles. 
2.  Why  this  reconciliation  is  brought  about  by  his  death,  rather 
than  any  other  way.  3.  What  are  the  articles  according  to  which  it 
is  made*     And  4.  What  manfiier  of  reconciliation  this  is. 

Fir/if  How  Chrift  reconciles  God  and  man  oy  his  death.  And  it 
muft  needs  be  bv  the  fatisfa^on  his  death  made  to  the  juftice  of 
God  for  our  fins.  And  fo,  reparation  being  made,  the  enmity 
ceaies.  Hence  it  is-faid,  Ifa.  liii.  5.  <<  The  chaftifement  of  ouc 
<<  peace  was  upon  him,  and  by  his  ftripes  we  are  healed."  That 
is  (as  our  EngUih  Annotators  well  explain  it)  he  was  chaftifed  tq 
procure  our  peace,  by  removal  of  our  fins,  that  fet  God  and  us 
sifunder,  the  guilt  thereof  being  discharged  with  the  price  of  his. 
blood. 

Now  this  reconqliation  is  made  and  continued  betwixt  God  and 
us,  three  ways ;  namely,  by  the  oblation  of  Chrift,  which  was  the 
price  that  procured  it,  and  fo  we  were  virtually  or  meritoriouily  re- 
conciled. By  the  application  of  Chrift  and  his  benefits  to  us  through 
faith,  and  fo  we  are  a&ually  reconciled.  And  by  the  virtual  ^»- 
tinuation  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  in  heaven,  by  his  potent  and  eter- 
nal inUrceffton^  and  fo  our  ftate  of  reconciliation  b  confirmed^  an4 
siU  fiiture  breaches  prevented.  But  all  depends,  as  you  fee,  upon 
the  death  of  Chrift.  For  had  not  Chrift  died,  his  death  could 
never  be  applied  to  us,  nor  pleaded  in  hea\'en  for  us.  How  the 
death  of  Chrift  meritorioufly  procures  our  reconciliation,  is  evi- 
dent firom  that  fore-cited  fcriptiire,  Rom.  v.  10.  «  WTien  we  were 
«<  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,** 
i.  e.  Chrift's  death  did  meritorio\lfly  or  virtually  reconcile  us  to 
God,  who,  as  to  our  ftate,  were  enemies  long  after  that  i^econcili- 
ation  was  made.  That  the  application  of  Chrift  to  us  by  faith, 
makes  that  virtual  reconciliation  to  become  a£hial,  b  plain  enough 
from  £pb.  ii.  16,  17.  <<  And  that  he  might  reconcile  both  unto 
^<  God  in  one  body  by  the  crofs,  having  flain  the  enmity  thereby. 
«  And  came  and  preached  peace  to  you  that  were  afar  off,  and  to 
<<  them  that  were  nigh.  Now  therefore  (as  it  b  added,  v^^  zp.) 
^<  Te  are  no  more  ftrangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens 
<«  with  the  faints,"  &c.  And  that  thb  ftate  of  friendfliip  b  ftill 
continued  by  Chrift's  interceflion  within  the  vail,  fo  that  there  can 
be  no^breaches  made  upon  the  ftate  of  our  peace,  notwithftanding 
all  the  daily  provocations  we  give  God  by  our  iinS|  b  the  comfort^^ 
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He  truth  which  the  apoftle  plainly  afferts,  after  he  had  given  a  nc- 
ceflary  caution  to  prevent  the  abufe  of  it,  in  i  John  ii.  i,  2.  *«  My 
*'  little  children,  thefe  things  I  write  unto  you  that  ye  iin  not ; 
"  and  if^nymanfin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jc- 
*«  fus  ChHft  the  righteous ;  and  he  is  the  propitiation,"  &c.  Tins 
Chrift  reconciles  us  to  God  by  his  death. 

Secondly,  And  if  you  enquire  why  this  reconciliation  was  made 
by  the  death  of  Chrift,  rather  than  any  other  way,  fatisfia£tion  is 
at  hand,  in  thefe  two  anfwers. 

Fir/fy  That  we  can  imagine  no  other  way  by  which  it  could  be 
compailed.     And, 

Secondly^  If  God  could  have  reconciled  us  as  much  by  another 
way,,  yet  he  could  not  have  obliged  us  fo  much  by  doing  it  in  ano- 
ther way,  as  he  hath  by  doing  it  this  way.  Surely,  none  but  he 
that  was  God  manifefted  in  our  flcfh  could  offer  a  facrifice  of  fuffi- 
cient  value  to  make  God  amends  for  the  wrong  done  him  by  one 
fin,  much  lefs  for  all  the  iins  of  the  eleft.  And  how  God  Ihoiild 
(efpecially  after  a  peremptory  threatenmg  of  death  for  fin)  re-admit 
us  into  favour  without  full  fatisfa^lion,  cannot  be  imagined.  He 
is  indeed  inclined  to  a£bs  of  mercy,  but  none  muft  fuppofe  him  to 
exercife  one  attribute  in  prejudice  to  another.  That  his  juftice 
muft  be  ecUpfedy  whilft  his  mercy  fbines.  But  allow  that  Infinite 
Wifdom  could  have  found  out  another  means  of  recondling  us  as 
much,  can  you  imagine,  that  in  any  other  way  he  could  have  obliged 
us  as  much,  as  he  hath  done  by  reconciling  us  to  himfelf  by  the  death 
of  his  own  Son  ?  It  cannot  be  thought  poffible.  This  therefore 
was  the  moft  efieftual,  juft,  honourable,  and  obliging  way  to 
make  up  the  peace  betwixt  him  and  us. 

Thirdly y  This  reconciliation,  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  Qirift, 
5s  offered  unto  men  by  the  gofpel,  upon  certain  firticles  and  condi- 
tions ;  upon  the  performance  whereof  it  aftually  becomes  thdrs  \ 
and  without  which,  notwithftanding  all  that  Chrift  hath  done  and 
fuffered,  the  breach  ftill  continues  betwixt  them  and  God.  And 
let  no  man  think  this  a  derogation  firom  the  freenefs  and  riches  of 
grace,  for  thefe  things  ferve  Angularly  to  iUuftrate  and  commend 
the  grace  of  God  to  finners. 

As  he  confulted  his  own  glory,  in  the  terms  on  which  he  ofiers 
us  our  peace  with  him ;  fo  it  is  his  grace  which  brings  up  foub  to 
thofe  terms  of  reconciliation.  And  furely  he  hath  not  fufpendcd 
the  mercy  of  our  reconciliation  upon  unreafonable  or  impoffiWc 
conditions.  He  hath  not  faid,  if  you  will  do  as  much  for  me,  as 
you  have  done  agaifff  tne^  I  will  be  at  peace  with  you  :  but  the  two 
grand  articles  of  peace  with  God,  are  repentance  2nd  faith.  In  the 
firft,  we  lay  down  arms  againft  God,  and  it  is  meet  it  fliould  be 
fo,  b^f^re  he  re-admits  us  into  a  ftate  of  j^ace  and  favour;  in  the 
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other,  we  accept  Chrift  and  pardon  through  him  with  a  thankful 
heart,  yielding  up  ourfelves  to  his  government,  which  is  equally 
reafotiable. 

Thefe  are  the  terms  on  which  we  are  aftually  reconciled  to  God. 
«<  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
"  thoughts ;  and  let  him  turn  to  the  I^rd,  and  he  will  have 
«*  mercy  on  him  j  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.** 
So  Rom.  V.  I.  *«  Being  juftificd  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
*«  God."  And  furely  it  would  not  become  the  holy  God  to  own, 
as  his  friend  and  favourite,  a  man  that  goes  on  perverfely  and  im- 
penitently  in  the  way  of  fin ;  not  fb  much  as  acknowledging,  or 
once  bewailing  the  wrong  he  hath  done^  him,  purpofing  to  do  fo 
no  more ;  or  to  receive  into  amity  one  that  flights  and  rejefts  the 
Lord  Jefus,  whofe  precious  blood  was  £hed  to  procure  and  pur- 
chafe  peace  and  pardon  for  finners. 

But  if  there  be  any  poor  foul,  that  faith  in  his  heart,  it  repents 
me  for  finning  againft  God,  and  is  fincerely  willing  to  come  to 
Chrifi,  upon  gofpel-terms,  he  (hall  have  peace.     And  that  peace. 

Fourthly^  Is  no  common  peace.  The  reconciliation  which  the 
Lord  Jefus  died  to  procure  for  broken-hearted  believers,  it  is, 

Firji^  A  firm  well-bottomed  reconciliation,  putting  the  recon- 
ciled foul  beyond  all  poflibility  of  coming  under  God's  wrath 
any  more,  Ifa.  ILv.  10.  «<  Mountains  may  depart,  and  hills  be  re- 
**  moved,  but  the  covenant  of  this  peace  cannot  be  removed/* 
CSirift  is  a  furety,  by  way  of  caution^  to  prevent  tlie  new  breaches^ 
2  John  i.  2.  ' 

Secondly^  This  reconciliation  with  God  is  the  fountain  out  of 
which  all  our  other  comforts  flow  to  us;  this  is  plainly  included  in 
thofe  words  of  Eliphaz  to  Job,  chap.  xxii.  21.  «  Acquaint  now 
"  thyfelf  with  him,  and  be  at  peace,  thereby  good  Ihall  come 
<*  upon  thee.**  As  trade  flouriflies,  and  riches  come  in  when 
peace  is  ntade  betwixt  ftates  and  kingdoms ;  fo  all  fpiritual  and 
temporal  mcrdes  flow  into  our  bofoms,  when  once  we  are  recon- 
ciled to  God.  What  the  comfort  of  fuch  a  peace  will  be  in  a  day 
of  ftraits  and  dangers,  and  what  it  will  be  valued  at  in  a  dying 
day,  who  but  he  that  feels  it  can  declare  ?  And  yet  fuch  an  one 
cannot  fully  declare  it,  for  it  pafles  all  underflanding,  Phil.  iv.  7. 
We  fliall  now  make  fome  improvement  of  this,  and  pafs  on  to  the 
third  end  of  the  death  of  Chrift. 

Inference  i.  If  Chrift  died  to  reconcile  God  and  many  how  horrid 
an  evil  then  is  ftn!  And  how  terrible  was  that  breach  made  betwixt 
God  and  the  creature  by  it,  which  could  no  other  way  be  made  up.  but  by 
the  death  of  the  Son  of  God  /  I  remember  I  have  read,  that  when  a 
great  chafm  or  breach  was  made  in  the  earth  by  an  earthquake, 
and  the  oracle  was  confulted  how  it  might  be  clofed ;  this  aufwcr 
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y^z^  returned^  That  hnach  can  never  be  clofed^  except  fomething  oj 
great  tucrth  be  thrown  into  it.  Such  a  breach  was  that  which 
fin  xxMule)  ft  could  never  be  reconciled  but  by  the  death  of  Jefus 
Chijftt  the  mofi  excellent  thing  in  all  the  creation. 

Inf,  2»  How  fad  is  the Jf ate  ofallfuch  as  are  not  contprifedin  the  ar- 
ticles tjf  peace  with  God!  The  impenitent  unhpliiCTer  is  excepted. 
God  is  not  reconciled  to  him :  and  if  God  be  his  cnemy^  how  little 
9yails  it^  who  is  his  friend  i  For,  if  God  be  a  man's  enemy*  he 
hath  an  Almighty  enemy  in  him,  whofe  very  frown  is  deiitru^n, 
Deut.  xxxii.  40,  41 ,  42.  <'  I  lift  up  my  hand  to  heaven  and  fay, 
«*  I  live  for  ever.  If  I  whet  my  glittering  fword,  and  my  hand 
«  take  hold  on  judgment,  I  will  render  vengeance  to  my  enemiesi 
^  and  I  will  reward  them  that  hate  me,  I  will  make  mine  arrows 
*<  drunk  with  blood  9  (and  my  fword  ihall  devour  flefh)  and  that 
<<  with  the  blood  of  the  flain  and  the  captives,  from  the  beginning 
•«  of  revenges  upon  the  enemy-" 

Yea,  he  is*  an  unavoidable  enemy.  Fly  to  the  utmoft  parts  of 
the  earth,  tliere  fhall  his  hand  reach  thee,  as  it  is  Pfal.  cxsudx.  lo. 
The  wingis  of  tJie  morning  cannot  carry  thee  out  of  his  reach.  If 
God  be  your  enemy,  you  have  an  immortal  enemy,  who  lives  for 
ever  to  avenge  liimfelf  upon  his  adverfaries^  And  what  \>rAt  thou 
do  when  thou  art  in  Saul's  cafe?  i  Sam.  xxviii.  15,  16.  Alas, 
whither  wilt  thou  turn?  To  whom  wilt  thou  coipiplain?  But 
what  wilt  thou  do,  when  tliou  (halt  ftand  at  the  bar,  2Uid  fee  thst 
God,  who  is  thine  enemy,  upon  the  throne?  Sad  is  their  cafe  in- 
deed, who  are  not  comprehended  in  the  articles  of  peace  irith 
God. 

Jnf,  3.  If  Chrift  died  to  reconcile  us  to  God,  give  diligence  to  clear 
vp  to  your  own  fouls ^  your  interefi  in  this  reconciliation^  If  Chrift 
thought  it  worth  his  blood  to  purchafe  it,  it  is  worth  your  care 
and  pains  to  clear  it.  And  what  can  better  evidence  it,  than  your 
confcientious  tenderncfs  of  fin,  left  you  make  new  breaches.  Ah, 
if  reconciled,  you  will  fay,  as  Ezraix.  14.  "  And  now  our  God, 
**  feeing  tliou  haft  given  us  fuch  a  deliverance  as  this ;  (hoiild  we 
•*  again  break  thy  commandments  ?"  If  reconciled  to  God,  his 
friends  will  be  your  friends,  and  his  enemies  your^en^mies.  If  God 
be  your  friend,  you  will  be  diligent  to  pleafe  liim,  John  xv.  10, 
14.  He  that  makes  not  peace  with  God  is  an  enemy  to  his  own 
foul.  And  he  that  is  at  peace,  but  takes  no  pains  to  clear  it,  is  an 
enemy  to  his  own  comfort.  B^tl  muft  pafs  from  tliis  to  the  third 
end  of  Chrift's  death. 

End  3.  You  have  feen  two  of  thofe  beautiful  births  of  Chrift's 
travail,  and  Ip,  a  third  cometh,  namely,  ThefanSHJication  of  hit 
people.  Typical  blood  was  flied,  as  you  heard,  to  punfy  them  that 
were  unclean ;  and  fo  was  the  blood  .of  Chrift  (hed  to  purge  awaj 
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the  fiijis  of  k's  people;  fo  ifpeaks  the  apo(Ue  enpt^lj^  Epb*  ▼•  ^^f 
2d.  «  Chrift  gave  himfelffbr  the  churchy  fhat^he  tsa^inSaSf 
«  and  clcanfe  it.**  And  £o  he  tells  us  himfelf,  Jolm  x^.  tzpu 
"  And  for  their  fakes  IfanAify  myftlf,"  i.  e*  coniecrate  or  4dvot6 
myfelf  to  death,  «  That  they  alfo  might  be  fim^fied  thpough  the 
«  tnith.**  Upon  the  account  of  this  b^eflt  received  by  the  blood 
erf  Chrift,  is  that  Doxohgy,  which,  in  a  loirer  ftrain,  is  now  foand- 
ed  in  the  churches,  but  will  be  matter  of  the  Lamb's  fetig  in  hea- 
ven. Rev.  !•  5,  6. '«  To  him  that  loved  us,  and  w^fiied  'us 'from 
V  otff  fins,  in  his  own  blood,— -1)6  glory  Mid  honour  for  everJ** 
Now,  there  is  a  two-fold  evil  in  fin,  the  guilt  of  it,  and  the  p^Ba^ 
fion  of  It.  Juftification  properly  ciires  the  former,  TanAification 
the  latter ;  but  both  juftification  and  fan£tificatton  flow  unto  fiti- 
ners  out  of  the  death  of  Chrift.  And  thot^h  it  is  prdper  to  fey 
the  Spirit  lahftifies,  yet,  it  is  certain,  it  was  the  blood  of  Chrift 
that  procured  for  us  the  Spirit  of  fan£tification.  Had  not  'Chrift 
died,  the  Spirk  had  never  come  down  from  heaven  qpon  atty  fudi 
tiefign. 

The  pouring  forth  of  Chrift*s  blood  for  Us,  obtained  the  pofir- 
ing  forth  of  the  fpirit  of  holincfi  upon  us.  Therefore  th^  Spirit  is 
%id  to  corfie  in  Ins  namif  and  to  take  of  hisy  andjbev)  it  unto  ui* 
Hence  it  is  faid,  i  John  v.  6.  «  He  came  both  by  blood  and  by 
**  water  ;*'  by  blood,  waftiing  away  the  guilt;  by  water,  purifyii^ 
from  the  filth  of  fin.  Now  this  fruit  of  Chrifl:*s  death,  even  our 
fan£tification,  is  a  moft  incomparable  mercy.  For,  do  but  confi* 
der  a  few  particular  excellencies  of  hdlihisfs. 

Firfiy  Holineis  is  the  image  and  gtery  of  God.  His  image^  Col. 
.  iii.  10.  and  his  glory,  Exod.  xv.  ii.  «Who  is  like  unto  tliee,^ 
.  ««  Lord,  glorious  in  holincfi.'*  Now,  when  the  guilt  and  filth  of 
fin  are  wafiied  oflT,  and  the  beatity  of  Ood  put  upon  the  ibtil  in 
■ftnftification,  O  what  a  beautifiil  creature  is  the  foul  now*!  So 
lovely  in  the  eyes  of  Chrift,  even  in  its  impcrfeft  holkiefi,  that'be 
faith.  Cant.  vi.  5.  «  Turn  away  thine  eyes  from  me,  fw  they 
<«  hz^c  overcome  me.**  So  We  render  it,  but  the  Hebrew  *  Word 
fignifics,  «<  they  have  made  me  proud,  or^pufied  me  up.'*  It  is  a 
beam  of  divine  glory  upon  the  creature,  enamouring  Che  vety 
heart  of  Chrift. 

Secondly^  As  it  is  thefoul's  higheft  beauty,  fo  it  is  the  foitfs  bcft 

evidence  for  heaven.    ««  Bleflbd  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they 

<*  fhall  fee  God,'*  Matt.  v.  8.     "  And  without  holinefs  no  ttOa 

<<  Ihall  fee  God,  Heb.  xii.  14.    No  gifts,  no  duties,  no  natund 

>ndownients  will  evidence  a  right  in  heaven,  but  the  leaft  meafiire 

'  of  true  holinefs  will  fecure  heaven  to  the  foul. 
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.  '?%'naB^,' A9  hoUncfi  h  the  fours  beft  evidemre  for  heaven,  £0  k 
is  a  contadBual  fpriiig  of  comfort  to  it  in  the  way  thither.  The  pureft 
and  fweetefl  pleafures  in  this  world  are  the  reiults  of  holinefs* 
TiU  we  come  to  live  holy,  we  never  live  comfortably.  Heaven 
is  epitomized  in  holinefs*  * 

Fourthly  J  And  to  fay  no  more;  it  is  the  peculiar  mark  by  which 
God  hath  visibly  diftinguifhed  his  own  from  other  men,  PlaL  tv. 
3.  <«  The  Lord  hath  fet  apart  him  that  is  godly  for  himfelf/'  q.  d. 
this  is  the  man,  and  that  the  woman,  to  whom  I  intend  to  do  good 
for  ever.  This  is  a  man  for  me.  O  holinefs,  how  forpalfingly 
gtorious  art  thou ! 

Inference  i.  Did  Chrift  die  to  fan^fy  his  people,  how  deep  then 
is'the  pollution  of  fin,  that  notliing  but  the  blood  of  Chrift  can 
cleanfe  it !  All  the  tears  of  a  penitent  finner,  ihoukl  he  fhed  as 
many  as  there  have  fallen  drops  of  rain  fince  the  creation  to  this 
day,  cannot  wafli  away  one  fin.  The  everlafting  burnings  in  hell 
cannot  purify  the  fltoiing  confcience  from  the  leaft  fin.  O  guefs 
at  the  wound  by  the  largenefs  and  length  of  this  tent  that  follows 
the  mortal  weap>6n.  Sin. 

Inf  a.  Did  Chrift  die  to  fanfHfy  his  people  ?  Behold  then  the 
love  of  a  Saviour.  <<  He  loved  us,  and  wafbed  us  from  our  fins 
<<  in  his  own  blood."  He  did  not  {hed  the  blood  of  beafts,  as  the 
priefia  of  old  did,  but  his  own  blood,  Heb.  ix.  12.  And  that  not 
common,  but  precious  blood,  i  Pet.  i.  1,19.  The  blood  of  God ; 
one  drop  of  which  out-values  the  blood  that  runs  in  the  veins  of 
all  Adam's  pofterity.  And  not  ibme  of  that  bipod,  but  all;  to  the 
laft  drop.  He  bled  every  vein  dry  for  us ;  and  what  remained 
lodged  about  the  heart  of  a  dead  Jefus,  was  let  out  by  that  bloody 
fpear  which  pierced  the  Pericardium:  fo  that  he  beftowed  the 
whole  treafiire  of  his  blood  upon  us.  And  thus  hberal  was  he  of 
his  blood  to  us  when  we  were  enemies.  This  then  is  that  heaven- 
ly Pelican  that  feeds  his  young  with  his  own  blood.  O  what 
manner  of  love  b  this  !  But  I  muft  haften. 

.  End  4*  As  Chrijidied  UfanEiify  his  people;  fo  heSedalfo  to  confirm 
the  New  Teflament  to  all  thofefanHified  ones.  So  it  was  in  the  type, 
£xod.  xxiv.  8.  and  fo  it  is  in  the  text.  «  This  is  ,the  New  Tefta- 
«  ment  in  my  blood,"  Matt.  xxvi.  28.  i.  e.  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  my  blood.  For,  wher^e  a  teftament  is,  tht re  muft  alfo  of  nc^ 
•  eeflSty  be  the  death  of  the  teftator,  Heb.  ix.  16.  So  that  now  ail 
.  the  hlefiBngs  and  benefits  bequeathed  to  believers  in  the  laft  will 
and  tefiament  of  Chrift,  are  abundantly  confirmed  and  fecured  to 
them  by  his  death.  Yea,  he  died  on  purpofe  to  make  that  teih- 
ment  of  force  to  them.  Men  make  their  wills  and  teftaments,  and 
Chrift  makes  his.  What  they  bequeath,  and  give  in  their  wills, 
is  a  free  and  voluntary  ai£l,  they  cannot  be  compelled  to  do  it. 
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And  what  is  bequeathed  to  us  m  this  tefkament  of  Cbrii)^  is  alto^ 
gether  a  free  and  voluntary  dcmatioii**  Other  teftators  ufe  tp 
beq\Jieath  their  eftates  to  tl^  wives  and  children}  and  near  reb- 
tions ;  fo  doth  this  teftatQf }  all  is  feuied  upon  his  fpoafe»  the 
churchy  upon  believers,  his  children.  A  ftranger  internxddles 
not  with  thefe  mercies*  They  give  all  their  goods  and  eftates,  that 
can  that  way  be  conveyed,  to  their  friends  that  furvive  them. 
Chrift  giveth  to  his  church^  in  the  New  Tcftamcnt,  three  forts 
of  goods. 

Firfii  All  tesp^ral  good  things,  i  Tim.  vi*  i.  Matt.  vi.  33.  i.  e. 
the  comfort  and  bleffing  of  aU,  though  not  the  poileffion  of 
much.  '^  As  having  nothing,  and  yet  poflcfling  all  things/'  z 
Cor.  vi.  IQ. 

Secondly^  All  fpiritual  good  things  are  bequeathed  to  them  in 
this  teftament,  as  remiiBon  of  iin,  and  acceptation  with  God, 
which  are  contained  in  their  juftification,  Rom.  iii.  24,  25,  26. 
Saii£l!fication  of  their  natures,  both  initial  and  progreffive,  i  Cor. 
i.  30.  Adoption  into  the  family  of  God,  Qal.  iii.  26.  The  miniiby 
of  angels,  Heb.  i.  14.  Intereft  in  all  the  pr-omifes,  2  Pet.  i.  4. 
Thus  all  fpiritual  good  things  are  in  Cluift's  teftament  conveyed 
to  them*     And  as  all  temporal  and  fpiritual,  fo, 

Thirdly^  All  eternal  good  things.  Heaven,  glory,  and  eternal 
life,  Rom.  viii.  10,  ii.  No  fuch  bequefts  as  thefe  were  eva: 
found  in  the  teftaments  of  princes.  That  which  icings  and  nd)les 
fettle  by  will  upon  their  heirs,  are  but  trifles  to  what  Chrift  hath 
conferred  in  the  New  Teftament  upon  liis  people.  And  all  this 
is  confirmed  and  ratified  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  fo  that  the 
promife  is  fure,  and  the  eftatc  indefi^afible  to  all  the  heirs  of  pro- 
mife. 

How  the  death  of  Chrift  confirmed  the  New  Teftament  is  worth 
our  enquiry.  The  Socinians,  as  they  allow  no  other  end  of 
Chrift's  death,  but  the  confirmation  of  the  New  Teftament,  fo 
they  aflbin  he  did  it  only  by  way  of  teftimony,  or  witnefs-bearing 
in  his  death.  But  this  is  a  vile  derogation  from  the  efficacy  rf 
Chrift's  blood,  to  bring  it  down  into  an  equality  with  the  blood  of 
martyrs.     As  if  there  were  no  more  in  it  than  was  in  their  blood. 

But  know,  Reader,  Chrift  died  not  only,  or  principally,  to  con- 
firm the  teftament  by  his  blood,  as  witnei's  to  the  truth  of  thofe 
things,  but  his  death  ratified  it  as  the  death  of  a  teft'ator,  which 
makes  the  New  Teftament  irrevocable.  And  fo  Chrift  is  called  in 
this  text.  Look  as  when  a  man  hath  made  his  will,  and  is  dead. 
Vol.  I.  3  P 


•  NuHq  pr^pntis  mdu  perkvUy  i.  tf.  Without  any  fear  of  prefcnt  danger.    Celes*t 
Tnfirt,  I,  3.  cap.  10, 
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"that  will  IS  prefcntty  In  force,  and  can  never  be  recalled.  Bcfides, 
the  will  of  the  dead  is  iacred  with  men.  They  dare  not  crofs  it- 
"It  !s  certain  the  laft  will  and  tedament  of  Chrift  is  moft  facred^and 
God  will  never  annul  or  make  it  void.  Moreover,  it  is  not  with 
Chrift  as  with  other  teftators,  who^die,  and  muft  truft  the  perform- 
ance of  their  wills  with  their  executors,  but  as  he  died  to  put  it  in 
force,  fo  he  lives  agatn  to  be  the  executor  of  his  own  tedament. 
And  all  power  to  fulfil  his  will  is  &ow  in  his  own  hands.  Rev. 
i.   1 8. 

Inference  i.  Did  Chrifl;  die  to  confirm  the  Ntw  Teftament,  in 
which  fuch  legacies  arc  bequeathed  to  believers.  How  are  all  be- 
lievers concerned  then  to  prove  the  will  of  a  dead  Jefus  I   My 

Qi  -m     I  a  '  /n    contained  in  this  blefled  teftament.     And  this 

ndi  ^    ^  ^'^      may  be  done  two  ways-     By  clearing  to  onr- 

y  atnen  .  feivcs  our  covenant-relations  to  Chr&.     And 

by  difcovering  thofe  fpecial  covenant-impreffions  upon  our  hearts, 

to  which  the  promifes  therein  contained,  do  belong. 

Firjif  Examine  your  relations  to  Chrift.  Are  you  his  j^Je^ 
Have  you  forfaken  all  for  him  ?  Pfal.  xlv.  lo.  Are  you  ready  to 
take  your  lot  with  him,  as  it  falls  in  profperity  or  advcrfity  ?  Jer. 
li.  2.  And  are  you  loyal  to  Chrift  !  «  Thou  /halt  be  for  me,  and 
'*  not  for  another,"  Hof.  iii.  3.  Do  you  yield  obedience  to  him  as 
your  Head  and  Huft^and  ?  Eph.  vi.  24.  then  you  may  be  confi- 
dent you  are  interefted  in  the  benefits  and  bleffings  of  thrift's  laft 
will  and  teftament ;  for  can  you  imagine  Chrift  will  make  a  tefta- 
ment and  forget  his  fpoufe  ?  It  cannot  be.  If  he  fo  loved  the 
church  as  to  give  himfelf  for  her,  much  more  what  he  hath  is  fet- 
tled on  her.  Again,  are  you  his  fpiritual  feed,  his  children  by  rc- 
gcnenition  ?  Are  you  born  of  the  Spirit  ?  John  iii.  Do  you  rcfem- 
We  Chrift  inholincfs  ?  i  Pet.  i.  14,  15.  Doyoi*find  areverentirf 
fear  of  Chrift  carrying  you  to  obey  him  in  all  things  ?  Mai.  i.  6. 
Arc  you  led  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  ?  «  As  many  as  are  ib  led, 
«*  they  arc  the  Ions  of  Cod,"  Rom.  viii.  14.  To  conclude,  Have 
you  tht/pirit  of  adopficn^  enabling  you  to  cry,  ^bbs^  Father  ?  Gal. 
iv.  6.  that  is,  helping  you  in  a  gracious  manner,  with  reverence 
mixed  with  filial  confidence,  to  open  your  hearts  fpiritually  to  your 
Father  on  all  occaftons  ?  If  fo,  you  are  children;  and  if  children, 
doubt  not  but  you  have  a  rich  legacy  in  Chrift's  laft  will  and  tcfta^ 
ment.  He  would  not  feal  up  his  teftament,  and  forget  his  dear 
children. 

Secotidlyy  You  may  difccm  your  intereft  in  the  new  teftament  or 
covenant  (for  they  are  fubftantially  the  fame  thing)  by  the  ncv 
covenant-impreffions  that  are  made  on  your  hearts,  wlucb  are  fo 
many  clear  evidences  of  your  right  to  the  benefits  it  contains. 
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Such  arc  Ipkitual  illumhiSitioiis»  Jen  xxxi,  34.  gracious  foftncfs  and 
tendernds  of  heart,  Ezek.  xi,  19.  the  awful  dread  and  fear  of  God, 
Jcr.  xsjui.  43.  the  copy  or  tranfcript  of  his  laws  on  your  hearts  in 
gracious  corrcfpondent  principles,  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  Thefe  things 
fpeak  ydu  the  children  of  the  covenant,  the  pcrlbns  on  whom  all 
thefe  great  things  are  fettled. 

Inf.  2.  To  conclude.  It   is  the  indifpenfiWe  duty  of  all   on 
whom  Chrift  hath  fettled  fuch  mercies,  fc  admire  his  hve^  and- . 
nva/k  dnfiverably  to  k. 

Firfti  Admire  the  love  of  Chrift.  O  how  intenfe  and  ardent 
was  the  love  of  Jefus  !  who  defigned  for  you  fuch  an  inheritance, 
with  fuch  a  fettlcment  of  it  upon  you  I  Thefe  are  the  mercies 
with  which  his  love  had  travailed  big  from  eternity,  and  now  he 
lees  the  travail  of  his  Ibul,  and  you  alfo  Have  feen  fomewhat  of  it- 
this  day.  Before  this  love  let  all  the  faints  fall  down  aftoniftied, 
humbly  prc^ffing  that  they  owe  themfelves,  and  all  they  are,  or 
ihall  be  worth,  to  eternity,  to  this  love. 

Seamdlyy  And  be  fure  you  walk  becoming  perfbns  for  whom 
Chrift  hath  done  fuch  great  things.  Comfort  yourfelves  under 
prefent  abafures  with  your  fpiritual  privileges,  James  ii.  5.  and  let 
tfU  your  rejoicing  be  in  Chrift,  and  what  you  have  in  him,  whilft 
others  are  bleffing  themfelves  in  vanity.  Thus  we  have  finiflied 
the  ftate  of  Chrift's  humilis^tion,  and  thence  proceed  to  the  fccorid 
ftate  of  his  exaltation. 

An  IntroduSHon  to  the  State  of  Exaltation. 

Having  finiflied  what  I  defigned  to  {peak  to,  about  the  work  of 
redemption,  fb  far  as  it  was  carried  on  by  Chrift  in  his  humble 
ftate,  we  (hall  now  view  that  blefied  work  as  it  is  further  advanced'^ 
znd  perfeSedm  his  fate  (f  exaltation. 

The  whole  of  that  work  was  not  to  be  finiihed  on  earth  in 
a  ftate  of  fuffering  and  abafure,  therefore  the  apoftle  makes  his 
exaltation^  in  order  to  the  finifhing  of  the  remainder  of  his  work, 
fo  neceflary  a  part  of  his  priefthood,  that  without  it  he  could  not 
have  been  a  }u*ieft,  Heb.  viii.  4.  « If  he  were  on  earth  he  fhould 
<«  not  be  a  prieft,"  i.  e.  if  he  fhould  have  continued  always  here, 
and  had  not  been  raifed  again  from  the  dead,  and  taken  up  into 
glory,  he  could  not  have  been  a  complete  and  perfeB  prief. 

For  look,  as  it  was  not  enough  for  the  facrifice  to  be  fiain  with- 
out, and  hk  blood  left  there;  but  after  it  was  ftied  without,  it  muft 
be  carried  within  the  vail,  into  the  moft  holy  place  before  the 
Lord,  Heb,  iz.  7.  fo  it  was  not  fufficient  that  Cl\rift  fhed  his  own 
blood  on  earth,  except  he  carry  it  before  the  Lord  into  heaven^ 
and  there  perform  his  interceffum-^work  for  us. 

Moreover,  God  the  Father  ftood  engaged  in  a  folemn  covenant^ 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


484    '  TheFowOdn^Lifi.      Seem.  XXXVDL 

to  revrard  him  for  hi^  deep  humiliatikm>-  with  a  moft  gkkioos  and 
iUuftrious  advancement,  Ifa.  xlix.  5,  6,.  7^  And  how  God  (as  it 
became  him)  made  tliis  good  to  ChrHli  the  apoftle  very  ckarly 
exprefTc^,  Phil.  ii.  9. 

Yea,  juftlcc  required  it  ihould  fe^  •  fo.  For  how  could  our 
furety  be  detained  in  the  prifon  of  the  g^Te,  when  the  debt  for 
which  he  was  impriibaed  was  by  him  fully  difcharged,  fo  that  the 
Uw  of  God  muft  acknowledge  kfelf  to  be  felly  fatisfied  in  all  its 
claims  and  demands  ?  His  refurreftion  from  the  deiid  was,  there** 
f<)re,  but  his  difcharge  or  acquittance  upon  full  p^ment.  Which 
could  not  in  juftice  be  denied  him. 

And,  indeed,  God.the  Father  lofl.HQtbiiig  by  it^  for  there  never 
w«B  a  more  glorious  manifeftation  ouide  of  the  name  of  God  to 
the  world,  than  was  made  in  that  work.  Therefore  it  is  fsud,  Phil, 
ii.  II.  fpeaking  of  one  of  the  deiigils  of  Chrifl's  exaltatioii,  it 
was,  (faith  the^  apoftle),  «  That  e\'ery  tongue  fhoidd  confds  that 
«  Jcfus  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  O  how 
is  the  love  of  God  to  poor  fiimers  illuibrioufly,  jt%^  aiftonifluogly, 
diiplayed  in  Chrif^'s  exaltation.  Wlien,  to  ihew  the  <Qinp)aceif« 
cy  and  delight,  which  he  took  in  <»lr:recovery,  he  hs^opt^jd^ 
clared  to  the  world,  that  \m  exalting  Chrifl  to  all  thftt  glory,  fuch 
as  no  mere  creature  ever  was,  or  can  be  css^altcd  to,  wasbeftowed 
upon  him  as  a  reward  for  that  work^  that  m^ll  grateful  work  of 
our  redemption,  Phil.  ii.  9,  Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  e»m 
alted  him;  there  is  an  "  *  emphatical  pleonafinin  that  word,"  our 
Englifh  is  too  flat  to  deliver  out  the  elegancy  of  the  original,-  it  b 
fitp^-^xaltatioru  The  Syriac  renders  it,  *<  he  hath  multiplied  his 
"  fublimity."  The  Arabic,  «« ht  hath  heightened  him  with  an 
*  •<  height."  Juftin,  «  he  hath  famoufly  exalted  him.**  Higher 
he  cannot  raife  him,  a  greater,  argument  of  his  high  fatisSiftioQ 
and  content  in  the  recovery  of  poor  tinners  cannot  be  given.  For 
this,  therefore,  God  the  Father  fhaU  have  glory  and  honour  at 
cribed  to  him  in  heaven  to  all  eternity* 

Now  this  lingular  exakation  of  Jdus  Chrifi}  as  it  properly  re- 
fpefts  his  human  nature,  wliich  alone  is  capable  of  advancement  i 
for,  in  refpeft  of  his  divine  nature,  he  never  ceafed  to  be  the  Moft 
High.  So  it .  wi)s  done  to  him  as  a  common  pedon,  and  as  the 
Head  of  all  believers,  their  Representative  in  this  as  veil  as  in  his 
other  works.  God  therein  fliewkigwhat,  in  due  time^.  he  intends 
to  do  with  the  perfons  of  his  efeft,  after  they,  in  ecMsiforniity  to 
Clirift,  have  fuffercd  a  while.    Whatever  God  the  Father  intend^ 


Arab.     SubHmitatc  fubUmav/it  eumy    Syr.     I^iUr  •tduUL,    Jttftlfi.  VL     ^Kuidm 
^mukm  mOuram  difitur  msiMm,  fieutuhm  fHtm  humUtaiu*  fiU.     Zuch. 
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c£bto  do  in  us, or  for  us, he  hath  firft  done  itto  tht  pdrfoxi  of  dv 
Reprefintativej  Jefus  Chrj/l.  And  this,  if  yOil  ohfcvTC^  tho  km^ 
tures  carry  in  very  clear  and  plain  exprefiions,  through  all  the 
degrees  aiid  fieps  of  Chrift'&  cxfikation>  viz.  bis  rifiitreSion,  tffot^ 
fi»tj  fijfton  at  the  right*hand  of  God,*  and  returniilg  ta judge iriir 
tvorld  \  of  which  I  piirpoie  \xf  ^ak  diftin^  ixLthe  foUosviilg 
iermons.  ...:.:-»• 

He  aroie  fr^m  the  dead  as  a  public  perfon,  CoL  Hi<  i^^<  I£y* 
(«  then  be  Ti&n  with  Chrift,''  faith  the  apoftle  \  &  that  tfaeL^tntft 
have  conuminion  and  fellowfhip  inth  him  in  his  refiirreflioa:  . 
-  He  afcended  into  heaven,  as  a  poblic  perfon,  for  fa  it  kfaid 
m  ^>h«  ii.  6»  <<  He  hath  rai&d  us  np,"  or  ^xaked  us  Xasp&sx  vkh 
Chrift.  He  Gts  at  God's  right'^hand,  as  a  cornxoon  p^ccv  Car  i<^ 
k  follows  in  the  next  claofe,  «  and  hath  made  ds  fit  together  in 
<«  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jcfos  *  We  fit  there  in  owr  Rept*- 
fencative.  And  when  he  ihall  come  again  to  judge  tluf  worM^  the 
iaints  ihall  come  with  him.  So  it  is  prophefied,  Ze^  xira  ;» 
^  Tlie  Lord  my  God  fhall  come,  and  all  the  faints  with  thee."  And 
as  they  come  with  Chrift  from  heaven^  fo  they  fhaU  fit  oi>  thmaes 
with  him,  judging  bjr  way  of  fnfirage.  They  fiiall  be  afleiibrs  with 
the  Judge,  i  Cor.  vi.  2.  This  deferves  a  fpecial  ifemaflrk,'  th^t^ail 
this  honour  is  given  to  Chri|l,  as  our  Head  and  Reprefentative,  for 
thence  refuks  abundance-  of  comfort  to  the  people  of  God.  Cany 
it  therefore  along  with  you  in  your  thoughts,  throughout  the 
whole  of  Chrift's  advancement.  Think  when  you  fhall  hear  that 
Chrift  is  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  is  in  all  that  glory  and  authority 
in  heaven,  how  fure  the  falvation  of  his  redeemed  is/  <«  For  If 
**  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God,  by  the  death 
*«  of  his  Son ;  much  more,  being  reconciled,  we  fhall  be  faved  by 
«*  his  life.'*  Surely,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  but  "  he  is  able  to 
**  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  them  that  come  to  God  by  him ;  feeing 
<<  he  ever  lives  to  make  interceffion,"  Heh.  vii.  25.  Think  how 
fafe  the  people  of  God  m  this  world  are,  whofe  Head  is  in  heaven. 
It  was  a  comfortable  expreffion  erf  one  of  the  fathers,  encouraging 
himfelf  and  others  with  this  truth  in  a  dark  day ;  *«  Come,  (faid  he) 
<•  why  d6  we  tremble  thus.  Da  we  not  fee  our  head  above 
<«  water*?"  If  he  live,  believers  cannot  die,  John  xiv.  19. 
•<  Becaufe  I  live,  ye  fhall  live  alfo.*' 

And  let  no  man's  heart  fuggeft  a  fu(picious  thought  to  him,  that 
this  wonderful  advancement  of  Chrift  may  caufe  him  to  forget  his 
poof  people,  groaning  here  below  under  fin  and  mifery.  For  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  his  faithful  and  tender  heart,  is  not 
changed  with  his  condition.    He  bears  the  fame  refpcft  to  us  as 

.  f  i^anm  viimut  ta^ut  hofrttm  fi^er  afueu,     Greg. 
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yAen  he  dwelt  among  ns.  For  indeed  he  there  lives  and  aifb 
upon  our  account^  Heb.  vii.  25.  i  John  ii.  1,2. 

And  how  feafonable  and  comfortable  will  the  meditations  of 
Ouift's  exaltat'ion  be  to  thee,  O'  believer,  when  iicknefs  hath 
wafted  thy  body,  withered  its  beauty,  and  God  is  bringing  thee  to 
theduft  of  death!  Ah!  think  then,  that  that  «  vile  body  fhall 
<<  be  conformed  to  the  glorious  body  of  Chrift,**  Phil.  iii.  21.  As 
God  hath  glorified,  and  highly  exalted  his  Son,  <<  whofe  form 
«(iwas  marred  more  than  any  man's  *,"  fo  will  he  exak  thee  aifo. 
I  do  not  fay,  to  a  parity,  or  equality,  in  glory  with  Chrift,  for, 
in:h£aven  he  will  be  difcemed  and  dUHnguifhed,  by  his  peculiar 
glory,  from  all  the  angels  and  faints ;  as  the  fun  is  known  by  its 
exodlient  glory  from  the  lefler  ftars.  But  we  fhall  be  conformed 
to  this  glorious  Head,  according  to  the  proportion  of  members.  O 
whither  will  love  moimt  the  believer  in  that  day  I 

Having  ijpoken  thus  much  of  Chrift's  exalted  ftate,  to  caft  ibme 
general  .^ht  upon  it,  and  engage  your  attentions  to  it,  I  (hall  now, 
according  to  the  degrees  of  this  his  wonderful  exaltation,  briefly 
Gftn  it,  under  the  fore-mentioned  heads,  viz.  his  refurredion, 
siftenfion,  feffion  at  the  Father's  right^^d,  and  his  return  to 
judge  the  world. 


^    SERMON  XXXIX. 

Wherein  the  Rcfurreftion  of  Christ,  with  its  Influences  upon 
the  Saints  Refurreftion,  is  clearly  opened,  and  comfortably  ap- 
plied, being  the  firft  Step  of  his  Exaltation. 

Matth.  xxviii.  (J. 

He  is  not  here$  fir  he  is  rifetty  as  he /aid:  come^  fee  the  place  wiere 
the  Lord  lay, 

WE  have  finiflied  the  doftrine  of  Clurift*s  humiliation,  where* 
in  the  Sun  of  righteoufneis  appeared  to  you,  as  a'fetting 
fun,  gone  out  of  fight ;  but  as  the  fun  when  it  is  sone  down  to  us, 
begins  a  new  day  in  another  part  of  .the  world,  to  Chrifl,  having 
finilhed  his  courfe  and  work  in  this  world,  rifes  again,  and  that,  in 
order  to  the  afting  another  glorious  part  of  his  work  in  the  world 
above.  In  his  death,  he  was  upon  the  matter  totally  eclipfed  •,  but 
in  his  refurreftion,  he  begins  to  recover  his  light  and  glory  again. 
God  never  intended  that  the  darling  of  his  foul  fhould  be  loft  in 
an  obfcure  fepukhre.     An  angel  defcend^  from  heaven,  to  roB 
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away  the  fton«,  and>  with  it,  the  reproach  of  his  death ;   ud  to 

be  the  heavenly  henAd,  to  proclaim  his  refurre&Ion  to  the  two 
Marys,  whofe  love  to  Chrift  had^  at  this  time,  drawn  them  to  ti- 
fit  the  fepulchre,  where  they  lately  left  him. 

At  this  time  (the  Lord  being  newly  rifen)  the  keepers  were 
.trembling,  and  become  as  dead  men.  .So  great  wastne  terrible 
majefty  and  awful  fblemnity  attending  Chrift's  refurreftion  ;  bat, 
to  encourage  thefe  good  fouls,  the  angel  prevents  them  with  thefe 
good  tidings ;  <<  He  is  not  here;  for  he  is  rifen,  as  he  faid:  come> 
^«  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay :"  q.  d.  Be  not  trouUed^ 
though  you  have  not  the  end  you  came  for,  one  fight  mere  of  your 
dear^  though  dead  Jefus;  yet  you  have  not  loft  your  labour}  for, 
to  your  eternal  comfort,  I  tell  you,  <«  he  is  rifen,  as  he  faid.**  And 
to  put  it  out  of  doubt,  come  hither  and  fatisfy  yourfelves,  «  Sec 
««  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.** 

In  which  words  we  have  both  a  declaration  and  confirmation  of 
the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  from  the  dead. 

..  Fuji,  A  declaration  of  it  by  the  angel,  both  negatively  and  af- 
firmatively. Negatively,  He  is  not  here.  Here  indeed  you  laid 
him,  here  you  left  him,  and  here  you  thought  to  find  him  as  you 
left  him;  but  you  are  happily  miftaken.  He  is  not  here.  However, 
this  giving  them  no  fatisfa&on,  fo  he  might  continue  dead  ftill, 
though  removed  to  another  place,  as  indeed  they  fuipe£ted  he  was, 
John  XX.  13.  therefore  his  refurreftion  is  declared  pofitivdy  and 
affirmatively;  He  is  rifen;  ryipht  the  *  word  imports,  the  a^ve 
power  or  felf-quickening  principle,  by  which  Chnft  raifed  hijtnfelf 
from  the  ftate  of  the  dead.  Which  Luke  takes  notice  of  alfo, 
Afts  i.  3.  where  he  faith.  He  Jhenued^  or  prefented,  himfelf  alive 
after  his  pqffion.  It  was  the  divine  nature,  or  Godhead  of  Chrift, 
which  revived  and  raifed  the  manhood. 

Secondly f  Here  is  alfo  a  plain  confirmation  of  Chrift's  refiirredion, 
and  that,  fiijly  From  Chrift's  own  predidHon,  He  is  rifetiy  as  he 
faid.  He  foretold  that  which  I  declare  to  be  now  fulfilled.  Let 
it  not  therefore  feem  incredible  to  you.  Secondly^  by  their  owh 
fight,  "  Come,  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay."  The  grave 
hath  loft  its  gueft  ;  it  is  now  empty  ;  death  hath  loft  its  prey.  It 
received,  but  could  not  retain  liim,  *<  Come,  fee  the  place  where 
*<  the  Lord  lay.**  Thus  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  is  declared,  and 
confirmed.     Hence  our  obfervation  is, 

*  The  argoxnent  whereby  we  prove  that  .Chrift  raifed  himfelf  by  his  own 
power,  is  drawn  from  the  very  adlivity  of  his  refurre&ion:  ChHJlut  nyffvr,  L  «. 
Chri/!  arofo.  Matt,  rsvili.  ^.  ffxf  frno-jy  ixvrof  ^tarrxj  A  As  i.  3.  Maccvo,  he. 
Com.  />.  874. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•'*  tkXi.  4%ti  our  Lord  Ji^us  Chnji^  hy  the  alfnighty  power  rf  bis 

'V- .    ^f^fi  (Soiheady  revhiedy  attdrnfefrGm  the  dead ;  to  the  terror  ami 

eonfhrnation  of  his  enemies^  etiid  the  vnfpeakable  conjblation  cf  be^ 

lievers*  '■ 

^  •      ' 

That  <Mir  Lord  Jcfus'Chrift,  though  laid,  trgs  not  loft  m  the 
|r5rvc  5  hut  the  third  day  revised  and  rofe  :^in,  is  a  truth  con* 
firmed  to  us  by  many  infallible  proofs,  as  Li&e  witncflcth,  A£ks 
i.  3.  Wc  have  tcftimonies  of  it,  both  fronf  heaven  and  earthy 
and  both  infallible.  From  heaven,  we  have  the  tef^mony  of  an- 
^k,  and  to  the  teftimony  of  an  angel  all  credit  is  due ;  for  angels 
arc  hofy  creatures,  and  cannot  deceive  us.  The  angel  telk  the 
ttro  Marysj  in  tlic  text,  '<  He  is  rifen.''  We  have  tcftimoniei  of 
It  irom  men,  holy  men,  who  were  eye-witnefies  of  this  truths  to 
whom  he  fhewed  himf^lf  alive  by^the  fpace  of  forty  days  after  his 
reforrcftion,  by  no  Icfs  than  *  nine  folemn  ajq^aritigns  to  them. 
Sometimes  five  hundred  brethren  faw  him  at  once,  1  Cor.  xv.  6.  ^ 
TTxefc  were  holy  perfons,  who  durft  not  deceive,  and  who  coo- 
firmcd  their  teftimony  with  their  blood.  So  that  no  point  of  re- 
ligion is  of  more  confeflcd  truth,  and  infallible  certainty  than  this 
before  us. 

And  bleficd  be  God  it  is  fo.     For  if  it  were  not,  then  were  the 
«  golpd  in  vain,'^  i  Cor.  xv.  14.  feeing  it  hangs  the  whole  weight 
of  our  faith,  hope,  and  frJvation,  upon  Chrift  as  riien  from  the 
dieadf .    If  this  were  not  fo,  then  would  the  holy,  and  divinely  in- 
Ipired  apoftles  be  found  fal/e-^vitnejes,  i  Cor.  xv,  15.     For  they  aD, 
with  one  mouth,  conftantly,  and  to  the  death  affirmed  it.     ff 
Chrift  be  not  rifen,  <*  then  are  believersr  yet  in  their  fins,**  i  Cor. 
iv.  17.     For  our  juftification  is  truly  afcribed  to  the  refurrcftion 
of  Chrift,  RoxHriv.  25.     Whilft  Chrift:  was  dying,  and  continued 
in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  the  price  of  our  redemption  was  all  that 
while  but  in  paying,  the  payment  was  completed,  when  he  revh?cd 
and  rofe  again.     Therefore  for  Chrift  to  have  continued  always  in 
the  ftate  of  the  dead,  had  been  never  to  have  completely  fatisiSed  5 
hence  the  whole  force  and  weight  of  our  juftification  depends  up* 
on  his  rcfurreftion^     Nay,  had  not  Chrift  rifen,  <<  the  dead  had 
««  periflied,"  i  Cor.  xv.  1 7.  -  Even  the  dead  who  died  in  the  faith 
of  Chrift,  and  of  whofe  falvation  there  now  remains  no  ground  to 
doubt.     Moreover, 

•  John  tt.  14.  Mark  xvl  la.  John  xx.  19.  i  Cor.  x¥.  6,  7.  1  Cor.  xf.  8- 
John  vii,  a6.    John  xxL  z,  a.    Luke  xxiv.  36. 

+  Our  deliTcrancc,  was  in  his  death,  put  in  motion ;  or,  as  they  foy,  fmJM, 
i.  c.  hcgin ;  hut  was  finilhed  in  his  refurredion,  vrhcnce  it  is,  that  our  juftification 
or  ahfolution  from  debt  is  juftly  by  the  apofUe  afcribed  not  to  his  death  but  ^dta^ 
region,  ^c.     Jidauev.  Itc.  Ccm.  p,  869. 
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Had  he  not  revived,  and  rifen  from  the  dead,  how  could  all  the 
types  that  prefigured  it  have  been  fatisfied  ?  Surely  they  muft  have 
flood  as  infignificant  things  in  the  fcripturcs ;  and  fo  miift  all  the 
predi^ons  of  his  refurreftion,  by  which  it  was  fo  plainly  foretold- 
See   Matth«  xil.   40.   Luke  xxiv«  46.   PfaL   xvi*    10.    i  Con 

JLV*  4. 

'  To  conclude.  Had  he  not  rifen  from  the  dead,  how  could  he 
have  been  inftalled  in  that  glory  whereof  he  is  now  poflefled  In 
heaven,  and  which  was  promifed  him  before  ,the  world  was,  upon 
the  account  of  his  death  and  fufferings  ?  «  For  to  this  end  Chrift 
<<  both  died,  and  tok  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of 
•<  the  dead  and  living,"  Rom.  xiv.  9.  And  tliat,  in  this  ftate  of 
dominion  and  glorious  advancement,  he  might  powerfully  apply  the 
virtues  and  benefits  of  his  blood  to  us,  which  elfe  had  been  as  a 
precious  cordial  fpilt  upon  the  ground*  ' . 

So  tljien,  there  remains  no  doubt  at  all  of  the  certainty  of  Chrift's 
refurre6tion ;  it^was  fo,  and  upon  all  accounts  it  muft  needs  be  io  \ 
for  you  fee  how  great  a  weight  the  fcriptiures  hang  upon  this  nail** 
And  blefled  be  God  it  is  a  nail  faflened  in  a  fure  place.  I  need  fpend 
no  more  words  to  confirm  it ;  but  rather  choofe  to  explain  and 
open  the  nature  and  manner  of  his  refurreftion,  which- 1  fhall  do 
by  fhewing  you  four  or  five  properties  of  it.  And  the  firft.is 
this, 

Firfi^  Chrift  roie  from  the  dead  with  awfiil  majefty.  So  yon 
find  it  in  Mat.  xxviii.  2,  3,  4.  «  And  behold,  there  was  a  great 
«  earthquake  }  for  the  angel  of  the  Lord  defcended  from  heaven« 
<«  and  came  and  rolled  back  the  ftone  from  the  door^  and  fat  up- 
«  on  it.  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment 
*«  white  as  fnow.  And  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  fhakc, 
*«  and  became  as  dead  men."  Human  infirmity  was  not  able  to 
bear  fuch  heavenly  majefty  as  attended  the  bufinefs  of  that  mom'* 
ing.  Nature  fank  under  it.  This  earthquake  was,  as  one  calls  it, 
trtumphalejignum :  a  fign  of  triumph,  or  token  of  vlftory,  given 
by  Chrift,  not  only  to  the  keepers,  and  the  neighbouring  city,  but 
to  the  whole  wSrld,  that  he  had  overcome  death  irt  its  own  domi- 
nions, and,  like  a  conqueror,  lifted  up  his  head  above  all  his  ene- 
mies. So  when  the  Lord  fought  from  heaven  for  his  people,  and 
gave  them  a  glorious,  though  but  temporal  deliverance  ;  fee  how 
the  prophetcfs  drives  on  the  triumph  in  that  rhetorical  foAg,  Judg* 
V.  4,  j;.  Alluding  to  the  itioft  awful  appearance  of  God,  at  the 
giving  of  the  law.  "  Lord,  when  thou  wenteft  out  of  Seir,  when 
•«  thou  marchedft  out  of  the  field  of  Edom,  the  earth  trembled, 
<*  and  the  heavens  dropped,  the  clouds  alfo  dropped  water.  The 
<*  mountains  melted  from  before  the  Lord,  even  that  Sinai  from 

Vol.  L  3  Q^ 
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*«  before  the  Lord  God  of  Ifracl.**  Oar  Lord  Jcfas  went  oat  of 
the  grave,  in  like  manner,  and  inarched  out  of  that  bloody  fidd, 
with  a  pomp  and  majefty  *  becoming  fo  great  a  conqneror. 

Secondly  J  And  to  increafe  the  fplendor  of  that  day,  and  drive  ob 
the  triumph,  his  refurreAbn  was  atteiided  with  tlie  reiurreftion 
of  many  of  the  faints  ;  who  had  flept  in  their  graves  till  then,  and 
then  were  awakened  and  raifed  to  attend  the  Lord  at  his  rifing. 
So  you  read,  Mat.  xxvii.  5a,  53.  <•  And  the  graves  were  opened, 
<<  and  many  bodies  of  the  6ints,  which  flept,  arofe,  and  came  out 
«  of  the  graves,  after  his  rcfurreftion ;  and  went  into  the  ho- 
«*  ly  city,  and  appeared  unto  many."  This  wonder  was  defigned, 
both  to  adorn  the  rcfiirreftion  of  Chrift,  and  to  give  a  fpedmen  or 
pledge  of  our  rcfurredion ;  which  alfo  is  to  be  in  the  virtue  of  his. 
This  indeed  was  the  refurre^on  of  faints,  and  none  but  faints,  the 
rcfurreftion  of  many  faints,  yet  it  was  but  a  fpecial  refhrreftion,  in- 
tended only  to  ihew  what  God  will  one  day  do  for  all  hb  faints: 
And,  for  the  prefent,  to  give  teftimony  of  Chris's  refurredian 
from  the  dead.  They  were  leen,  and  known  of  many  in  the  ci- 
ty, who  doubtleis  never  thought  to  have  fecn  them  any  more  in 
diis  world.  To  enquire  curioufly,  as  fome  do,  who  they  were, 
what  difcourfe  they  had  with  thofe  to  whom  they  appeared,  and 
what  became  of  them  afterwards,  is  a  vain  thi^g.  God  hath  caft 
a  veil  of  filcnce  and  fecrecy  upon  thefe  things,  that  we  might 
content  ourfclves  with  the  written  word,  and  he  that  « will  not 
<<  believe  Moles  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  he  beKeve  though 
<«  one  rife  from  the  dead,"  as  thefe  faints  did. 

Thirdly^  As  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead  with  thofe  fateUitef  or  at- 
tendants, who  accompanied  him  at  his  refurreftion  ^  (b  it  was  by 
the  power  of  his  owii  Godhead  that  he  quickened  and  raifed  him- 
felf ;  and  by  the  virtue  of  his  rcfurreftion  were  they  raifed  aHb, 
who  accompanied  himl  It  was  not  the  Angel  who  rolled  back  the 
ftone  that  revived  him  in  the  fepulchre,  but  he  refumed  hk  own 
life  i  fo  he  tells  us,  John  x.  1 8.  "I  lay  down  my  Bfie  that  I  may 
«<  take  it  again."  Hence  1  Pet.  iii,  18.  He  b  fajd  to  be  put  to 
death  in  the  flefh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  ire.  by  the  pow- 
er of  his  Godhead,  or  divine  nature,  which  is  oppofed  there 
to  flefh,  or  his  human  nature.  By  the  eternal  Spirit  he  ofitrcd 
himfelf  up  to  God,  when  he  died,  Heb.  ix.  14.  i.  e.  by  his  own 
Godhead,  not  the  third  perfon  in  the  Trinity,  for  then  it  could 
not  have  been  afcribed  to  him  as  his  own  aft,  that  he  offered  up 
himfelf.     And  by  tlie  fame  Spirit  he  was  quickened  again. 

And,  therefore,  the  apoftlc  well  obferves,  Rom.  i.  4.   «  That 

•  £J  incedtre  cum  /•»«/*  €t  majefiate,  «.  e.  It  is  to  march  wkh  pomp  awl  »*" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SCRH.  XXXIX.         .   Tii  Fcuttfam  rf  Life.  491 

«(  he  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  his  re» 
«<  furreftion  from  the  dead."  Now  if  he  had  teen  raifed  by  the 
power  of  the  Father, ,  or  Spirit  only,  and  not  by  his  own,  how 
could  he  be  declared  by  his>  refurreftion  to  be  the  Son  of  God  ? 
What  more  had  appeared  in  him  than  in  others  ?  For-  others  are 
raifed  by  the  power  of  God,  if  that  were  all.  So  that  in  this  ref- 
pedt  alfo  it  was  a  marvellous  refurreAion.  Never  any  did,  or 
ihaU  rife  as  Chrift  rofe,'by  a  felf-quickening  principle.  For  tho' 
many  dead  faints  rofe  at  that  time  allb,  yet  it  was  by  the  virtue  of 
Chrift's  refurreAion  that  tlieir  graves  were  Qpeoed,  and  their  bo- 
,  dies  quickened.  In  which  refpcft,  he  faith,  John  xi.  25.  when  he  ^ 
raifed  dead  Lazarus,  <<  I  am  the  refurreAion  and  the  life,"  i«  e.  the 
principle  of  life  and  quickening,  by  which  the  dead  faints  are 
raifed. 

.  Fourthly^  And  therefore  it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that  though 
fome  dead  faints  are  raifed  to  life  before  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift, 
yet  that  Chrift  is  «  the  firft-born  from  the  dead,"  as  he  is  called, 
CoL  i*  18.  For  though  Lazarus  and  others  were  raifed,  yet  not 
by  Aemfelves,  but  by  Chrift.  It  was  by  his  virtue  and  power,  not 
their  own.  And  though  they  were  raifed  to  life,  yet  they  died  a^ 
gain.  Death  recover^  them  again,  but  Chrift  dieth  no  more. 
<<  Death  hath  no  dominion  over  him."  He  was  the  firft  that  ^ 
opened  the  w<»nb  of  the  earth,  the  firft-born  from  the  dead,  that 
in  all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence.  > 

Fifthly^  But  laflly,  Chrift  rofe  as  a  public  or  common  pcrfon. 
<«  As  the  firft  fruits  of  them  that  flept,"  i  Cor.  xv.  20.  I  defire 
this  may  be  well  underftood  j  fpr  upon  this  account  it  is  that  our 
refurre£tion  is  fecured  to  us  by  the  refurrefbon  of  Chrift  \  and  not 
a  refurrcdion  only,  but  a  bleffed  and  happy  one,  for  the  firft-fruits 
both  affiired  and  fan£tified  the  whole  crop  or  harveft. 

Now  that  Chrift  did  rife,  as  a  public  perfon,  reprefenting  and. 
comprehending  all  the  cleft,  who  were  called  the  children  of  the  re^ 
furrf^m^  is  plain  from  Eph.  ii.  6.  Where  we  are  faid  to  be  rifen 
with)  or  in  him.  So  that,  as  we  are  faid  to  die  in  Adam,  (who  alfo 
was  a  comm<m  perfon)  as  the  *  branches  die  in  the  death  of  the 
root  \  fo  we  are  faid  to  be  raifed  from  death  in  Chrift,  who  is  the 
head,  root,  and  reprefentative,  of  all  his  eleft  feed.  And  why  is 
he  called  thejffy?-A?r/i,  2iid  firji  begotten  from  the  deady  but  withreiP- 
peft  to  the  whole  number  of  the  eleft,  that  are  to  be  bom  from 
the  dead  in  their  time  and  order  alfo  \  and  as  fure  as  the  whole 
harveft  follows  the  firft  fruits,  fo  ihall  tfic  general  refurreftion  of 
the  faints  to  life  eternal  follow  this  birth  of  the  firft-born  from 
the  dead. 

*  Miinkiod  putrified  in  their  firft  parcnt|  as  the  branchn  ia  the  root.    Qr*g» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


492  TbeFwntaifi  of  Life.  SfiUM.  XXXiX. 

It  ihall  fiirely  fbUow  it,  I  fay,  and  that  not  only  as  a  emfequettt 
fbUows  an  antecedent^  but  as  an  ejfeB  follows  its  proper  caufe.  Now 
there  is'  a  three-fold  caufality,  or  ipfluence  that  Chrift*s  reftmec- 
tion  hath  upon  the  faints  rcfurreftion,  of  which  it  is  at  once  the  «f- 
riioriousy  efficient  J  Tind  exemplary  conk, 

Firfty  The  refurreftion  of  Chrift  is  a  meritorious  czufc  of  the  faints 
rcfurreftion,  as  it  completed  his  fatisfadtion,  and  finiflied  his  pajr- 
ment,  and  fo  our  juftification  is  properly  ailigned  to  it,  as  bdFore 
was  noted  from  Rom.  iv.  25.  This  his  refurreftion  was  the  re- 
ceiving of  the  acquittance,  the  cancelling  of  the  bond.  And  had 
not  this  been  done,  we  had  flill  been  in  our  fins,  as  he  fpeaks, 
I  Cor.  XV.  7.  and  fo  our  guilt  had  been  ftill  a  bar  to  our  happy  rc- 
furre£Uon.  But  now,  the  price  being  paid  in  his  death,  which  pay- 
ment was  finiflied  when  he  revived  ;  and  the  difcharge  then  re- 
ceived for  us,  now  there  is  nothing  lies  in  bar  againfl  our  refurrec* 
tion  to  eternal  life. 

Secondly  J  As  it  is  the  meritorious  caufe  of  our  refurreftion,  fo  it 
is  the  efficient  caufe  of  it  alfo.  For  when  the  time  fhall  come  that 
the  faints  fliall  rife  out  of  the  duft,  they  fliall  be  raifed  by  Chrift> 
as  their  head,  in  whom  the  effie^ive  principle  of  their  life  is*  "  Your 
«  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,"  as  it  is  Col.iii.  3.  As  when  a 
man  awakc§  out  of  his  fleep*,  «  the  animal  fpirits  feated  in  the 
««  brain,  being  fet  at  liberty  by  the  digeftion  of  thofe  vapours  that 
*«  bound  thc.m  up,  do  plfiy  freely  through  every  part  and  member 
<«  of  the  body  •,"  fo  Chrift,  the  believer's  myftical  head,being  quick- 
ened, the  fpirit  of  life,  which  is  in  him,  fliall  be  diffufed  through 
all  his  members  to  quicken  them  alfo  in  the  morning  of  the  refur- 
re£tion.  Hence  the  warm  animating  dew  of  Chrift's  refurreflion  is 
faid  to  be  to  our  bodies,  as  the  dew  of  the  morning  is  to  the  wither- 
ed, languifliing  plants,  wliich  revive  by  it,  Ifa.  xxvi.  19.  «  Thy 
<«  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs;"  and  then  it  follows,  "  the  earth 
<*  fliall  caft  forth  her  dead."  So  that  by  the  fame  faith  we  put 
Chrift's  i-efurredtion  into  the promi/es^  we  may  put  the  belicvcr*s  re^ 
furreftion  hito  the  conclufion.  And  therefore,  the  apoftle  makes 
them  convertibles,  reafoning  forward,  from  Chrift'fto  ours ;  and 
back  again  from  ours  to  his,  i  Cor.  xv.  12,  13.  Which  is  alfo 
the  fenfe  of  that  fcripUirc,  Rom.  viii  10,  11.  «<  And  if  Chrift  be 
*«  in  you,  the  body  indeed  is  dead  becaufe  of  fin  •,  but  the  fpirit  b 
"  life  becaufe  of  righteoufnefs."  i.  e.  Though  you  are  really  united 
to  Chrift  by  the  Spirit,  yet  your  bodies  muft  die  as  well  as  other 


•  Proximum  infirumentmm  fnte  ftdet  fimni  cjl  cerebrum^  utpale  in  qtnJjfiriUt  smmaltt 
frigejittni  et  cond^fifatiturt  aut  etiam  repdvttntur  et  dijppantury  proximcy  taMquavt  in  fr^*^ 
Jpirituum  animalium  cffichiay  et  in  quo  etiam  roifiecs  nervorum  ofjiruuHtur  ftr  vofont^  »t 
fpirttus  animaitx  fenfui  communi fefoirc  aut  in  paries  reliquai  i^nfsrhru  corporis  prepa^OTX 
MoKepoJfiAU     Kcckerm.  Syft.  Phyf.  p.  (mibi)  441. 
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men's ;  but  your  ibuls  fhall  be  prefently,  upon  yonr  diflblution^ 
{wallowed  up  in  life.  And  then  it  follows,  verfe  1 1.  <«  But  if  the 
<<  Spirit  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in  you  ; 
<<  he  that  raifed  up  Chrift  from  the  dead,  ihall  alfo  quicken  your 
<«  mortal  bodies,  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelieth  in  you,"  i.  c.  though 
your  bodies  muft  die,  yet  they  fhall  live  again  in  the  re{urre£tioi\ ; 
and  that  by  virtue  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl  which  dwelieth  in  you^ 
and  is  the  bond  of  your  myftical  union  with  him  your  head.  You 
fhall  not  be  raifed  as  others  are,  by  a  mere  word  of  power,  but  bjr 
the  Spirit  of  life  dwelling  in  Chrift  your  head,  wluch  is  a  choice 
prerogative  indeed. 

Thirdly f  Chrift's  refurreAion  is  not  only  the  meritorious  and 
efficient  caufe,  but  it  is  alfo  the  exemplary  caufe  or  pattern  of  our 
refurre£Hon.  ♦<  *  He  being  the  fir  ft  and  beft,  is  therefore  the 
«  pattern  and  meafure  of  all  the  reft."  So  you  read,  Phil.  iii.  21. 
<<  Who  (hall  change  our  vile  body  that  it  may  be  falhioned  like 
"  unto  his  glorious  body."  Now  the  confonnity  of  our  refurredion 
to  Chrift's  ftands  in  the  following  particulars.  Chrift's  body  was 
raifed  fubftantially  the  fame;  fo  will  ours.  His  body  was  raifed 
firft  ^  fo  will  ours  be  raifed  before  the  reft  of  the  dead.  His  body 
was  wonderfrilly  improved  by  the  refurreAion;  fo  will  ours*  His 
body  was  raifed  to  be  glorified;  and  fo  will  ours. 

Firfi,  Chrift's  body  was  r^ed  fiibftantially  the.  fame  that  it  was 
before;  and  fo  will  ours.  Not  another,  but  the  fame  body.  Upon, 
this  very  reafen  the  apoftle  ufes  that  identical  expreffion,  i  Con 
XV.  53.  «  This  corruptible  muft  put  on  incomiption,  and  this 
<*  mortal,  immortality."  Pointing,  as  it  were,  to  his  own  body 
when  he  fpake  it ;  the  fame  body,  I  fay,  and  that  not  only Jpeci/L 
€a/iythe  fame,  (for  indeed  no  other.fpcdes  of  flefh  is  fo  privileged) 
but  the  fame  numerically^  that  very  body,  not  a  new  or  another 
body  in  its  fiead.  So  that  it  fhall  be  both  the  what  it  was,  and 
the  Hvho  it  was.  And  indeed  to  deny  this  is  to  deny  the  refurreo* 
don  itfolf.  For  (hould  God  prepare  another  body  to  be  raifed  in- 
ftead  of  this,  it  would  not  be  a  refurre£tion,  but  a  creation ;  for 
tUffi  refurreBio  Jici  paterit^  ubi  non  refurgit  quod  acidit.  That  cannot 
be  called  a  refurre^on,  where  one  thing  falls  and  another  rifes,  as 
Gregory  long  fince  pertinently  obferved. 

Secondly y  His  body  was  raifed,  not  by  a  word  of  power  from  the 
Father,  but  by  his  own  Spirit.  So  will  ours.  Indeed  the  power 
of  God  fhall  go  forth  to  unburrough  finners,  and  fetch  them  for* 
ciUy  out  of  their  graves;  but  the  refurreAion  of  the  faints  is  to  be 
effcAed  another  way;  as  I  opened  but  now  to  you.  Even  by  his 
Spirit  which  now  dwelieth  in  them.     That  very  Spirit  of  Chrift 

*  Optimum  in  ufn^uoftu  genere  ejl  regula  it  Mimftira  caierorum* 
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whicfai  eSefted  their  fpiritual  refurreAion  from  fin^  dull  cfifed  their 
corporal  refurredtion  aUb  from  the  grave. 

Thirdiy^  His  bodv  was  raifed  firft,  he  had  in  this^  as  well  as  in 
isther  thingS)  the  preeminence;  fo  fhall  the  faints,  in  refpefl  of 
the  wicked,  have  the  pre-eminence  in  the  refurre^on,  i  Thef. 
iv.  i6-  "  The  dead  in  Chrift  fhall  rife  firft."  They  are  to  attend 
the  Lord  at  his  coming,  and  will  be  brought  forth  fooner  than  the 
reft  of  the  world,  to  attend  on  that  fervice.  As  ihtjberify  with 
his  men,  goes  forth  to  meet  the  judge,  before  the  gaoler  brings 
fiuth  his  prifoners. 

Fourthly^  Chrift's  body  was  marvelloufly  improved  by  the  refer* 
itction,  and  fo  will  ours.  It  fell  in  weaknds,  but  vras  raifed  in 
power;  no  more  capable  of  forrows,  pains  and.  diihonours.  hi 
like  manner  our  bodies  are  ^  fown  in  weaknefs,  but  raifed  in 
«  ftrength,  fown  in  difiionour,  raifed  in  glory.  Sown  natural 
^  bodies,  raifed  fpiritual  bodies,"  as  the  apoftle  (peaks,  i  Cor. 
XV*  43,  44.  Spiritual  hodies,  n<A  properly^  but  analogicaily*  No 
diftempers  hang  about  glorified  bodies,  nor  are  they  henceforth 
fiibjed  to  any  of  thofe  natural  neceffities,  to  which  they  are  now 
tied.  There  su-e  no  flaw,  defeats,  or  deformities,  in  the  children 
of  the  refurrefUon.  What  members  are  now  dcfe^ive  or  deformr 
ed,  will  then  he  rcftored  to  thdr  perfed  being  and  beauty;  «^for, 
^  if  the  univerfal  death  of  all  parts  be  rcicindcd  by  the  refurrec- 
^  tion,  how  much  more  the  partial  death  of  any  fingle  memberr 
As  Teitullian  *  fpcaks,  and  from  thenceforth  they  ar€  free  from 
the  law  of  mortality,  <<  They  can  die  no  more,"  Luke  xx.  35, 36. 
Thus  fhall  they  be  improved  by  their  refurre£don. 

Fifthly i  To  conclude,  Chrift's  body  was  raifed  from  the  dead  to 
be  glorified  and  crowned  with  honour.  Oh  it  was  a  joyful  day  to 
'  him;  and  fo  will  the  reftUTe£Hon  of  the  (hints  be  to  them,  the  day 
of  the  gladnefs  of  their  hearts.  It  will  be  fatd  to  them  in  that 
morning,  ^  Awake,  and  fing,  ye  that  dwell  in  the  dufi^"  as  Ifa. 
xxvi.  19.  O  how  comfortable  will  be  the  meeting  betwixt  the 
glorified  foul,  and  its  new  rai(ed  body.  Much  more  comfoitabk 
than  that  of  Jacob's  ami  Jofeph's,  after  twenty  years  abfence. 
Gen.  xlvi.  29.  Or  that  of  David's  with  Jonath^,  when  he  came 
out  of  the  cave  to  him,  i  Sam.  xx.  41.  Or  that  of  the  father  of 
the  prodigal  with  liis  fbix,  who  <«  was  dead,  and  as  slive,  was  lofti 
♦<  and  is  found."  As  he  fpeaks,  Luke  xv.  And  there  arc  three 
things  will  make  it  fo. 

Firjl^  The  gratifications  pf  tlie  foul,  1:^  the  fatisfaffion  of  its 
natural  appetite  of  miion  with  its  own  body.  For  even  glorified 
■  ' I • 

•  Memhri  detrwicatio  vel  ohivfie  nonne  mors  imembri  ff  ?  Si  utd'oerfatis  mnt  r^trref 
ikne  refcituHtftr^  fuauUmt^t  jwriiottMlii/     TcrtulL  lie  Rclur. 
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ftob  in  heaven  have  fiich  an  appetition  and  defire  of  re-unlon.  In* 
deed,  the  angeb>  who  are  pare  fpirits,  as  they  never  had  nnioa 
wkhf  fo  they  have  no  inclination  to  matter ;  but  fouls  are  other* 
wife  tempered  and  diipofed.  We  are  all  fenfible  of  its  afl^Aion  to 
the  body  now,  in  its  compounded  ftate,  we  feel  the  tender  care  it . 
hath  for  the  body,  the  fympathy  with  it,  and  lothnefs  to  be  fepa« 
rated  from  it.  It  is  faid,  i  Cor.  v.  6.  <<  To  be  at  home  in  thtf 
«  body.''  And  had  not  God  implanted  fuch  an  inclination  to  this 
its  tabernacle  in  it,  it  would  not  have  paid  that  due  refpeA  it  owet 
the  body  while  it  inhabited  in  it,  nor  have  regarded  what  became 
of  it  when  it  left  it.  This  inclination  remains  ftlU  with  it  in  hea* 
ven,  it  recicons  not  itfelf  completely  happy  till  its  old  dear  comp»» 
nion  and  partner  be  with  it,  and  in  that  fenfe  fome  underftand 
thofe  words,  Job  xiv.  14.  «  AH  the  days  of  my  appointed  Xixat^ 
i.  e.  of  the  time  appointed  for  my  body  to  remain  in  the  grave^ 
nulll  Iivait  till  my  change  (viz.  that  which  will  be  made  by  the  re<* 
furre£tion)  come;  for  it  is  manifeft  enough  he  fpeaks  there  of  the 
refnrredtion.  Now,  when  this  its  inclination  to  its  own  body,  iti 
longings  and  hankerings  after  it,  are  gratified  with  a  fight  and  en* 
joyment  of  it  again,  oh  what  a  comfortable  meeting  wiU  this  make 
it!  efpecially  if  w^confider, 

Secondly^  The  excellent  temper  and  ftate  in  which  they  ihall 
meet  each  other.  For,  as  the  body  (hall  be  raifed  with  all  the  im* 
provements  and  endowments  imaginable,  which  may  render  it 
amiable,  and  every  way  defirable,  fo  the  foul  comes  down  imme* 
diately  from  God  out  of  heaven,  fhining  in  it^  hoUjiefi  and  glory. 
It  comes  perfumed  out  of  thofe  ivory  palaces,  with  a  ftrong  fcent 
of  heaven  upon  it.  And  thus  it  re-enters  its  body,  and  animates 
it  again.     But, 

Thirdly^  And  principally,  that  wherein  the  chief  joy  of  this 
meeting  confifts,  is  the  end  for  which  the  glorified  foul  comes 
down  to  quicken  and  repoflefs  it,  namely,  to  meet  the  Lord^  and 
ever  to  be  with  the  Lord.  To  receive  a  full  reward  for  all  the  la- 
bohrs  and  fervices  it  perfonned  to  God  in  this  world.  This  muft 
needs  make  that  day,  a  day  of  triumph  and  exultation.  It  comes 
out  of  the  grave,  as  Jofeph  out  of  his  priibn,  to  be  advanced  to  the 
higheft  honour.  O  do  but  imagine  what  an  extafy  of  joy,  and 
ravi(hing  pleafure  it  will  be,  for  a  foul  thus  to  reiume  its  own 
body,  and  fay  as  it  were,  unto  it,  come  away,  my  dear,  my  an- 
cient friend,  who  fcrvedft  and  fufFeredft  with  me  in  the  world ; 
come  aJong  with  me  to  meet  the  Lord,  in  whofe  prefence  I  have 
been  ever  lioce  I  parted  with  thee.  Now  thy  bountiful  Lord  hath 
remenibered  thee  alfo,  and  the  day  of  thy  glorification  is  come. 
Surely  it  will  be  a  joyful  awaking.  For,  do  but  imagine,  what  a 
joy  it  is  for  dear  friends  to  meet  after  long  feparation,  how  do  they 
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life  to  give  demonftrations  of  their  love  and  delight  in  each  other, 
by  embraces,  kifies,  tears>  &c.  Or  firame  but  to  yourfclves  a 
notion  of  perfect  health,  when  a  Uprightly  vivacity  runs  through 
every  part,  and  the  fpirits  do,  as  it  were,  dance  before  us,  when 
we  go  about  any  bufinefi ;  efpecialfy  to  fuch  a  bufinefs  as  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  that  day  will  be,  to  receive  a  crown,  and  a  kingdooL  Do 
but  imagine  then  what  a  fun-fhine  morning  this  will  be,  and  how 
the  pains  and  agonies,  cold  fweats,  and  bitter  groans  at  pardng 
will  be  recompenfed  by  the  joy  of  fuch  a  meeting  ? 

And  thus  I  have  Ihewed  you  the  certainty  of  Chrift's  refuirec' 
tion,  the  nature  and  properties  of  it,  the  threefold  influence  it 
hath  on  the  faints  refurreAion,  and  the  conformity  of  ours  unto 
his,  in  thefe  five  refpe£ts.  His  body  rofe  fubftantialiy  the  fame, 
lb  ihall  ours';  his  body  was  raifed  by  the  Spirit,  To  ihall  ours.  Not 
by  the  Godhead  of  Chrift,  as  his  was,  but  by  the  Spirit,  who  is 
the  bond  of  our  union  with  Chrift.  He  was  raifed  as  the  firft- 
begotten  from  the  dead,  fo  the  dead  in  Chrift  ihall  rife  firft.  His 
body  was  improved  by  the  refurreftion,  fo  fhall  ouis.  From  the 
confideration  of  all  which. 

Inference  l.  We  infer ^  that  if  Chrif  nvas  thus  raifed  from  the  deadf 
then  death  is  fairly  overcamey  and  fnvallowed  up  in  viBory^ :  were  it 
not  fo,  it  had  never  let  Chrift  efcape  out  of  the  grave.  The  prey 
of  thie  terrible  had  never  been  thus  refcued  out  of  its  paws.  Deati 
is  a  dreadful  enemy,  it  defies  all  the  fons  and  daughters  of  Adam. 
None  durft  cope  with  this  king  of  terrors  but  Chrift,  and  he,  bjf 
dying,  went  into  the  very  den  of  this, dragon,  fought  with  it,  and 
foiled  it  in  the  grave,  its  own  territories  and  dominions,  and  came 
off  a  conqueror.  For,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Afts  ii.  24.  <«  It  was 
««  imp oflible  it  fliould  hold  or  detaua  hun.'*  Never  did  death  meet 
with  its  over-match  before  it  met  with  Chrift,  and  he  conquering 
it  for  us,  and  in  our  names,  rifing  as  our  reprefentative,  now  cvciy 
fingle  faint  triumphs  over  it  as  a  vanquiflied  enemy,  i  Cor.  xv. 
55.  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  ^- 
«<  tory?  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  hath  given  us  the  viftory 
<«  through  out*  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.**  Thus,  like  Jofliua,  they  fct 
the  foot  of  faith  upon  the  neck  of  that  king,  and,  with  an  holy 
fcom,  deride  its  power.  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting?"  If  ttbc 
objefted  that  it  is  faid,  i  Cor.  xv.  26.  «  The  laft  enemy  that  is  to 

•  How  far  fliort  do  wc  come  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,  whofe  faith  in  the  rc- 
furredion,  and  contempt  of  death,  Cyprian  thus  exprefics:  With  a  found  aaind, 
firm  faith,  and  undaunted  courage,  "wc  arc  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  whole  will  of 
God,  all  fear  of  death  being  excluded;  wc  think  on  the  immortality  which  folkwt; 
andjWhen  the  fet  time  of  God's  fending  for  us  approaches,  we  come  to  him  at  his 
call  willingly  and  without  delay.  Cypr.ft^,  5.  dt  Lap/*  But  when  we  come  ta 
^te,  we  pafs  into  immortality  by  death;  this  is  not  a  coming  to  o«r«end,  but  a 
tranflating  of  us.     Cyfr,  ubi  fu^ra. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sfi&M.  XXXtX.  The  Fountain  of  Life.  497 

n  be  ddb^yed  id  death/'  And  if  tj,  then  k  fliould  Teem  the 
viAory  is  not  yet  dtchieved,  and  fb  Vft  do  but  boaft  before  the  vic« 
tory;  it  is  at  ha^nd  to  reply,  that  the  victory  over  death,  obtained 
by  Chrift's  refurreAion,  is  twofold,  either  perfofud  and  inccmpUte^ 
or  general  and  complete^  He  a£hially  overcame  it  at  his  rcfurrec* 
tion,  in  his  own  perfbn,  perfe£Uy  and  virtually  for  us,  as  our 
head ;  but  at  the  general  refurredlion  of  the  faints  (which  his  re- 
furreftion,  as  the  firft-fruits,  aflures  them  of)  then  it  will  be  ut- 
terly vanquifhed  and  deftroyed.  Till  then,  it  will  ezerdfe  fome 
little  power  over  the  bodies  of  the  faints,  in  which  relpeft  it  is  call- 
ed the  lajl  enemy.  For  fin,  the  chief  enemy  that  let  it  in,  that 
was  conquered  utterly  and  eradicated  when  they  died  (  but  death 
holds  their  bodies  in  the  grave  till  the  coming  of  Chrift,  and  then 
it  is  utterly  to  be  vanquifhed.  For  after  that,  they  can  die  no  more^ 
I  Con  XV.  54.  <<  And  then  fhall  be  brought  to  pafs  that  fajqng 
•«  that  is  written.  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  viflory*/'  Thmy  and 
not  till  then,  will  that  conqueil  be  fiilly  completed  in  our  perfbns^ 
though  it  be  aheady  fo  in  Chrifl's;  now  incompletely  in  ours,  and 
then  completely  and  fully  for  ever.  For  the  fame  word  which 
fignifies  viSiory  doth  alfo  Rffoify  perpetuity,  and  in  this  place  a  final 
or  perpetual  conquefl.  And,  indeed,  now  it  fmites  only  with  its 
dart,  not  with  its  fUng,  and  that  but  the  believer's  body  only,  and 
the  body  but  for  a  time  remains  under  it  neither.  So  that  diere  is 
no  reafon  why  a  believer  fhould  fland  in  a  flavifh  fear  of  it. 

Inf.  2.  Has  Chrift,  and  hath  his  refurreAion  fuch  a  potent  and 
comfortable  influence  into  the  refurredtion  of  the  faints  ?  Tben 
it  is  the  duty,  and  will  be  the  wifdom  of  the  people  ofGod,fo  to  govern^ 
dij^fe,  and  employ  their  bodies,  as  become  men  aad  women,  that,  under'* 
fiand  what  glory  is  prepared  for  them  at  the  refurreSim  of  the  jufi. 
Particularly,  « 

Firfl,  Be  not  fondly  tender  of  them,  but  employ  and  ufe  them 
for  God  here.  How  many  good  duties  are  loft  and  fpoiled  by  fin- 
ful  indulgence  to  our  bodies  ?  Alas!  we  are  generally  more  fo- 
licitous  to  live  long,  th^  to  live  ufefiiliy.  How  many  faints  have 
active,  vigorous  bodies,  yet  God  hath  little  fervice  from  them.  If 
your  bodies  were  animate4  by  fome  other  fouls  that  love  God  more 
than  you  do,  and  bum  with  holy  zeal  to  his  fervice,  more  work 
would  be  done  for  God  by  your  bodies  in  a  c^ay,  than  is  now  done 
in  a  month.  To  have  an  able,  healthy  body,  and  not  ufe  it  for 
God,  for  fear  of  hurting  it,  is  as  if  one  fhould  give  you  a  ftxong 
and  flately  horfe,  upon  condition  you  muft  not  work  or  ride  him. 

Vol.  I.  3  R 

%apnfttuiMm,    Qlaff»  Rhet.  fac  p.  408, 
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Whiardn  is  the  mercy  of  having  a  body,  except  it  be  employed  for 
God  ?  Will  not  its  reward  at  the  refurre^on  be  fuffident  for  all 
the  pains  you  now  put  it  to  in  his  fervicc  ? 

Secondly^  Sec  that  you  preferve  the  due  honour  of  your  bodies* 
«  Pofiefis  them  in  fanftification  and  honour,"  i  Thef.  iv.  4.  O, 
let  not  thefe  eyes  be  now  defiled  with  fin,  by  which  you  fliall  fee 
Gk>d.  Thole  ears  be  inlets  to  vanity,  which  fliall  hear  the  Al» 
lehijahs  of  the  bleiled.  God  hath  defigned  honour  for  your  bodies, 
O,  make  them  not  either  the  iiiftruments  or  obje^  of  fin.  There 
are  fins  againft  the  body,  i  Cor.  vi.  i8.  Pneferve  your  bodies 
from  thofe  defilements,  for  they  are  the  temple  of  God ;  '^  If  any 
<«  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  fliall  God  deibroy/'  i  Cor. 
ill.  17. 

Thirdly^  Let  not  the  contentment  and  accommodation  of  your 
bodies  drawyour  foul  intofnares,  and  bring  them  under  thepowerof 
temptations  to  fin.  Tliis  is  a  very  common  cafe.  O  how  many  thou- 
fandb  of  precious  foub  perifti  etemaUy  for  the  fatisfa£tion  of  a  vile 
body  for  a  moment  ?  Their  fouls  muft,  bccaufe  their  bodies  can- 
not fofter.  It  is  recorded  to  the  immortal  hotnour  of  thefe  wor- 
thies, in  Hcb.  xi.  35.  "  That  tbey  accepted  not  deliverance,  that 
«  they  might  obtain  a  better  refurre^tion*."  They  might  have 
had  a  temporal  refurreAion  firom  death  to  life,  from  reproach  to 
honour,  j&om  poverty  to  riches,  from  pains  to  pleafure ;  but  upon 
fuch  terms  they  judged  it  not  worth  acceptance.  They  would  not 
expofe  their  fouls  to  fecure  their  bodies.  They  had  the  lame  na- 
tural aflFeAions  that  other  men  have.  They  were  made  of  as  ten- 
der flefli  as  we  are,  but  fuch  was  the  care  they  had  of  their  fouls, 
and  the  hope  of  a  betfer  refurreclion,  that  tliey  liftened  not  to  the 
complaints  and  whinings  of  their  bodies.  O,  that  we  were  all  in 
the  fame  refolutions  with  them. 

Fowthfyy  WiiL^hold  not^  upon  the  pretence  of  the  wants  your  own 
bodies  may  be  in,  that  which  God  and  confcience  bid  you  to  communicate 
fortl:>€  refrefiment  cf  the  faints y  whofe  prefent  mcejjities  require  your 
qffiftance.  O,  be  not  too  indulgent  to  your  own  flelh,  and  cruel 
to  others.  Certainly,  the  confideration  of  that  reward  which  (hall 
be  given  you  at  the  refurreftion,  for  every  aft  of  Chriftian  charity, 
\&,  the  greateft  fpur  and  incentive  in  the  world  to  it.  And  to  that 
end  it  is  urged  as  a  motive  to  charity,  Luke  xiv.  13,  14.  «^When 
<*  thou  makeft  a  feail,  call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  tlie 
"  bUnd,  and  thou  flialt  be  bleffed ;  for  they  cannot  recompenfe 
<«  thee  :  for  thou  fhalt  be  recompcnfed  at  the  refurrcftion  df  the 
'  *«  juft."     It  was  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  modern  divinef,  that 

*  No  man  can  rejoice  both  in  this  life  and  that  which  ia  to  como,  but  he  muft 
^eceflarily  let  eo  the  one,  who  would  enjoy  the  other.    Aug, 
t  MrMar£aL 
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no  man  living,  fully  underftands  and  believes  that  fcripture^  Mat* 
XXV.  40.  <«  In  as  much  as  you  have  done  it  to  one  of  the  leaft 
«  of  thefe  my  brethren,  you  have  done  it  unto  me.*  How  few 
faints  would  be  expofed  to  daily  wants  and  neceffities^  if  thatfcrip^ 
tore  were  but  fully  underftood  and  believed  ! 

Inf  3.  Is  Chrift  rifen  from  the  dead^  and  that  as  a  public  per^ 
fon  and  reprefenta^ive  of  believers  ?  How  are  tve  ail  concerned  then 
to  fecure  to  our/elves  an  interefl  in  QJ^rifl^  and  confequetitly  in  this 
hlejjed  refurreBion  ?  What  confolation  would  be  left  in  this  world, 
if  the  hope  of  the  refurrcftion  were  taken  away  ?  It  is  this  blefled 
hope  that  mud  fupport  you  under  all  the  troubles  of  life,  and  in 
the  agonies  of  death.  The  fecuring  of  a  blefled  refurre£tion  to 
yourfelves,  is 'therefore  the  moft  deep  concemmint  you  have  in  this 
world.  And  it  may  be  fecured  to  yourfelves,  if,  upon  ferious  heart- 
examination,  you  can  difcover  the  foUowaig  evidences. 

Evidence  i.  Firfl^  If  you  are  regenerated  creatures  ^  brought  forth 
in  a  new  nature  to  God,  for  we  are  **  begotten  again  to  a  lively 
««  hope,  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead." 
Chrift's  rcfurreftion  is  the  ground-work  of  our  hope.  And  the 
new  birth  is  our  title  or  evidence  of  our  intereft  in  it.  So  that 
iintil  our  fouls  are  partakers  of  the  fpiritual  refurreflion  firom  the 
death  of  fin,  we  can  have  no  affiirance  our  bodies  fhall  be  par- 
takers of  that  blefled  rcfurreftion  to  life. 

«  Blefled  and  holy  (faitli  the  Spirit),  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the 
•<  firft  rcfurreftion,  on  fuch  the  fecond  death  hath  no  power," 
Rev.  XX.  6.  Never  let  *unregeneratc  fouls  expeft  a  comfortable 
meeting  with  their  bodies  ag\in.  Rife  they  fliaU  by  God's  terrible 
citation,  at  the  found  of  the  laft  trump,  but  not  to  the  fame  end 
that  the  faints  arife,  nor  by  the  fame  principle.  They  to  whom 
the  fpirit  is  now  a  ipnnciplc  of  fan^ijiratiotiy  to  them  he  will  be 
the  principle  of  a  joyful  refuH^eBion.  See  then  that  you  get  gra- 
cious fouls  now,  or  never  expeft  glorious  bodies  then. 

Evidence  2.  «  If  you  be  dead  with  Chrift,  you  fhall  live  again  by 
««  the  life  of  Chrift.  If  we  have  been  planted  together  in  the  like- 
«*  nefs  of  his  death,'  we  fhall  be  alfo  in  the  likcnefs  of  his  refur- 
«  reftion,"  Rom.  vi.  5.  oi/jLt^urpi,  planted  together.  Some  refer  it  to 
believers  themfelves ;  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  planted  together  in 
Chrift.  So  *Erafmus,'  «  Believers  grow  together  like  branches 
<*  upon  the  fame  root,"  which  fhould  powerfully  enforce  the  great 
gofpel-duty  of  unity  among  themfelves.  But  I  would  rather  un- 
derftand  it,  with  reference  to  Chrift  and  believers,  with  whom  be- 
lievers are  in  other  fcriptures  faid  to  fufier  together,  and  be  glo- 
rified together ;  to  die  together,  and  live  together ;  to  be  crucified 


In  unum  CQturefcere  vel  CQaltfdr:. 
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together^  and  buried  together ;  all  noting  the  communion  they 
have  with  Chrifti  both  in  his  death>  and  in  his  life.  Now^  if  the 
power  of  Chrift's  death)  i.  e.  the  mortifying  influence  of  it,  have 
been  upon  our  hearts,  killing  their  lufts,  deadening  their  afie£lioos» 
and  flatting  their  appetites  to  the  creature,  then  the  power  of  his 
life,  or  reiiirre£bion,  fliall  come  (like  the  animating  dew)  upon  our 
dead  ^thered  bodies,  to  revive  and  raife  them  up  to  live  with  him 
in  glory. 

Evidence  3.  ff  your  hearts  and  affieBions  be  now  with  Chrifl  in 
heaven f  your  bodus  in  due  time/ball  be  there  aljb^  and  confbm^  to 
his  glorious  body.  So  you  mid  it,  PhiL  iii.  20,  21.  "  For  our 
<<  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence  we  look  for  the  Saviour^ 
««  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  who  fliall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it 
««  may  be  fafliioncd  like  unto  his  own  glorious  body,"  «<  The  body 
is  here  called  vile,  or  the  body  of  our  Vilencfs*."  Not  as  God 
xnade  it,  but  as  fin  hath  marred  it.  Not  ahfoluteljj  and  in  itfelf, 
but  relatively^  and  in  comparifon  of  what  it  will  be  in  its  fecond 
edition,  at  the  refurreAion.  Then  thofe  fcattcred  bones  and  dif- 
peried  duft, .  like  pieces  of  old  broken  battered  filver,  will  be  new 
caft,  and  wrought  in  the  bed  and  neweft  fafliion,  even  like  to 
Qirift's  glorious  body.  Whereof  we  have  this  evidence,  that  our 
converiation  is  already  heavenly.  The  temper,  frame,  and  dit 
pofition  of  our  fouls  is  already  fo ;  therefore  tlie  frame  and  temper 
of  our  bodies  in  due  time  fliall  be  fo. 

Evidence  4.  If  youjlrive  nmv  by  ofij  means  to  attain  the  refurrec-* 
tion  of  the  deadf  no  doubt  but  you  Jhall  then  attain  what  you  now 
firivefor.  This  was  Paul's  great  ambition,  "  that  by  any  means  he 
«  might  attain  the  refurreaiou  of  the  dead,'*  Phil.  iii.  n.  He 
means  not  fimply  a  refurreAion  from  the  dead,  for  that  all  men 
ihall  attain,  whether  they  ftrive  for  it  or  no.  But  by  a  metonymy 
of  xhtfubjeB  for  the  adjunB^  he  intends  that  complete  holinefs  and 
perfeftion,  which  fliall  attend  the  ftate  of  the  refurreflion,  fo  it  is 
expounded,  ver.  12.  So  then,  if  God  have  raifed  in  your  hearts 
a  vehement  defire,  and  afliduous  endeavour  after  a  perfeft  free- 
dom from  fin,  and  full  conformity  to  God,  in  the  beauties  of  ho- 
liness; that  very  love  *bf  holinefs,  your  prefent  pantings,  and 
tendencies  after  perfeftion,  fpeak  you  to  be  the  perfons  defigned 
for  it. 

Evidence  <j.  If  you  are  fuck  as  do  good  in  your  generation*  If  you 
be  fruitfril  and  ufefol  men  and  women  in  the  world,  you  fliall  have 
part  inthisbleflcd  refurre£lion,  John  v.  28,  29.  **  AU  that  are  in 
*«  the  graves  fliall  hear  his  voice  and  fliall  come  forth  5  they  that 
«  have  done  good  unto  the  refurrcftion  of  life."    Now  it  is  not 
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every  aA  materially  good,  that  entitles  a  man  to  this  pii^ledge  j  but 
the  fame  requifites  that  the  *  fchoolmen  affign  to  make  a  good 
prayer,  are  alio  neceflary  to  every  good  work.  The  perfon,  mat- 
ter, manner,  and  end,  muft  be  good.  Nor  is  it  any  fingle  good 
aft,  but  a  feries  and  courfe  of  holy  aftions,  that  is  here  meant. 
What  a  fpm*  fhould  this  be  to  us  all,  as  (indeed  the  apoftle  makes 
it,  dofing  up  the  doftrine  of  the  refurreftion,  with  ths  folemn  ex- 
hortation, I  Cor.  XV.  58.  with  which  I  alfo  clofe  mine)  "Thcre- 
<«  fore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  always 
<<  aboundingintheworkof  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that 
**  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord/' 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift. 


SERMON    XL. 

The  Ascension  of  Christ  illuftrated,  and  varioufly  improved, 
being  the  iecond  Step  of  his  Exaltation. 

John  xx.  i  7. 

Jefus  fakh  unto  her.  Touch  me  not :  for  I  am  not  yet  afcended  to  my 
Father :  but  go  to  my  brethren,  and  fay  unto  them,  I  afcend  unto  mj 
Father  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and  your  God. 


I' 

of  t 


'N  all  the  former  fermons,  we  have  been  following  Chrifl  thro* 
his  humiliation,  from  the  time  that  he  left  the  blefled  bofbm 
oT  the  Father :  and  now  having  finifhed  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
obedience  on  earth,  and  rifen  again  from  the  dead ;  we  muft,  in 
this  difcourfe,  follow  him  back  again  into  heaven,  and  lodge  him  in 
that  bofbm  of  inefiable  delight  and  love,  which  for  our  fakes,  he  fo 
freely  left.  For  it  was  not  his  end  in  rifing  from  the  dead,  to  live 
fuch  a  low  animal  life  as  this  is,  but  to  live  a  moft  glorious  Ufe,  as 
an  enthroned  King  in  heaven  \  upon  which  ftate  he  was  now  rea- 
dy to  enter,  as  he  tells  Mary  in  the  text,  and  bids  her  tell  it  to  the 
dilciples,  <<  Go,  tell  my  brethren,  that  I  afcend  to  my  Fa- 
*«  ther,"  &c. 

In  the  former  verfes  you  find  Mary  waiting  at  Chrift's  fepulchre^ 
in  a  very  penfive  frame  ;  exceedingly  troubled,  becaufe  Ihe  knew 
not  what  was  become  of  Chrift,  ver,  15.  In  the  next  verfe,  Chrift 
calls  her  by  her  name,  Mary ;  Ihe  knowing  the  voice,  turned  her- 

*  8i  hontis  UnafacH  bene  ad  hmmn  ;  i  c  If  one  tf  |;ood,  he  doel  what  it  go«d 
iB  a  good  manner,  and  for  a  good  end. 
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fclf,  and  anfwcrcd,  Rdbboni.  And  as  a  foul  tranlpofted  with  joy*, 
rulhes  into  his  arms,  as  defipous  to  daip  and  embrace  him.  But 
Jcfiis  feid,  «  Touch  me  not,  &c. 

In  which  words  we  have  Clirift*s  inhiUtion,  «<  Touch  me  not  :** 
Strange  that  Qhrift,  who  rendered  himfelf  ib  kind  and  tender  to  all, 
that  not  only  admitted,  but  commanded  Thomas  to  put  his  finger 
Into  his  wounds,  fhould  forbid  Mary  to  touch  him  5  but  this  was 
tiot  for  want  of  love  to  Mary ;  for  he  gives  another  reafon  for  it 
prcfcntly,  •<  I  am  not  yet  afcended ;"  i.  c.  fay  fome,  the  time  for 
embracing  will  be  when  we  are  in  heaven.  Then  and  there  fhall 
be  the  place  and  time,  we  fhall  embrace  one  another  for  evermore. 
So  Auguftin.  Or,  thou  doteft  too  much  upon  my  prefent  (late, 
as  if  I  had  now  attsuned  the  very  ojc/ayi,  culminating  point  of  my 
exaltation.  When  as  yet  I  am  not  afcended  ;  fo  Cameron  and 
Calvin  expound  it.  Or  laftly,  Chrift  would  fignify  hereby  that  it 
was  not  his  will  and  pleafure  in  (6  great  a  jun£hire  of  things  as 
tliis,  to  fpend  time  now  in  exprefling  (this  way)  her  afibdlions  to 
him;  but  rather  to  fhew  it  by  haftening  about  his  fervice. 
Which  is 

The  fecofid  thing  obferveable,  viz.  his  injunftion  upon  Mary,  to 
carry  the  tidings  of  his  refurredtion  to  the  difciples.  in  which  in- 
junction we  have, 

Firf^  The  perfons  to  whom  this  meffage  was  fent,  my  hreihren^ 
fo  he  calls  the  difciples.  A  fwcet  compellation,  and  foil  of  Jove. 
Much  like  that  of  jofeph  to  his  brethren,.  Gen.  xlv.  4.  fave  only 
that  there  is  much  more  tendemefs  in  this  than  that ;  for  he  twits 
them  in  the  fame  breath  with  what  they  had  done  againft  him : 
«  I  am  Jofeph  your  brother,  whom  ye  fold  5"  but  in  this  it  is, 
«  CJo,  tell  my  brethren,**  without  the  leaft  mention  of  their 
cowardice  or  unkindncfs.      And, 

SdcondJyy  The  meffage  itfelf.  «  Tell  my  brethren,  I  afcend  to 
•<  my  Father,  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God,  and  your  God;** 
avaSoufu,  I  afend.  It  is  put  in  the  prefent  tenfe,  as  if  he  had  been 
afcending  j  though  he  did  not  afcend  in  fome  weeks  after  tliis ;  but 
he  fo  expreffes  it,  to  fhcw  what  was  the  next  part  of  his  work,  which 
he  was  to  a<5t  in  heaven  for  them ;  and  how  much  his  hearty  was 
fet  upon  it,  and  longed  to  be  about  it,  «<  I  afcend  to  my  Father, 
«  and  your  Father  •,  to  my  God,  and  your  God."  Not  our  Fa- 
ther, or  God  in  common ;  but  mine  and  yours  in  a  diflferent  man- 
ner. Yours  by  ri^rht  of  donation,  mine  in  a  diflferent  manner. 
Tours  by  right  of  dominion,  mine  (in  reference  to  my  human  na- 
ture) not  only  by  right  of  creation,  though  fo  tooj  but  alfo  by 

■"■•■■!<        ■  ...         I  II    ■    I  I    ^  ..   —  ..     .  *" 

•  Mary  woiiM  embrace  Chrift,  out  of  her  great  love  to  him,  and  joy  that  &e 
Kad  fecn  him  again  :::  ilic  flclh.     JSuccr,  on  tbe  fljc:. 
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fpecial  covenant  and  confederation.  *  By  prcdeftinaticn  of  my 
manhood,  to  the  grace  of  perfonal  union,  by  dcfignation  of  me,  to 
the  glorious  ofEce  of  Mediator.  My  Father,  as  I  am  God,  by 
eternal  generation.  As  man,  by  collation  of  the  grace  of  union. 
And  your  Father  by  fpiritual  adoption  and  regeneration.  Thus  he 
is  my  God,  and  your  God  ;  my  Father,  and  your  Father.  Th?s 
is  the  fubftance  of  that  comfortable  meffage,  fent  by  Mary  to  the 
penfive  difciples.     Hence  the  obfervation  is, 

Doft.  That  our  Lx^rd  Jefus  Chrift^  did  not  only  rife  from  the  dead^ 
but  alfo  afcended  into  heavin  ;  there  to  difpatch  all  that  remained 
to  be  dofte  for  the  completing  thefahation  of  his  people. 

So  much  the  apoftle  plainly  witnefleth,  Eph.  iv.  lo.  *«  He  that 
"  dcfcended,  is  the  fame  alfo  that  afcended  up  far  above  all  hea- 
*<  vcn^,"  i.  e.  all  the  afpeftable  heavens.  A  full  and  faithful  ac- 
count whereof  the  feveral  evangelifts  hav^  given  us,  Mark  xvi.  19. 
Luke  xxiv,  5 1 .  This  is  fometimes  called  his  going  anuay^ '  as  John 
xvi.  7.  Sometimes  his  being  exaltedy  Afts  ii.  33.  Sometimes  his  being 
made  higher  than  the  heavens^  Heb.  vii.  26.  And  fometimes  his  enter'^ 
ing  within  the  vaily  Heb.  vi.  19,  20.  All  which  are  but  fo  many^ 
nonymous  phrafes,  expreffing  his  afccnfion,  in  a  very  pleaiant  variety. 

Now  for  the  opening  this  aft  of  Chrift,  we  will  bind  up  the  whole 
in  the  fatisfaftion  of  thefe  fix  queftions.  i.  Who  afcended  ?  2. 
Whence  did  he  afcend  ?  3.  Whither  ?  4.  When?  5.  How  ? 
6.  and  laftly.  Why  did  he  afcend  ?  And  thcfe  will  take  in  what  is 
needful  for  you  to  be  acquainted  with  in  this  point. 

Firfii  Who  afcended  r  This  the  apoftle  anfwers,  Eph.  iv.  10. 
«  the  fame  that  dcfcended,**  viz.  Chrift.  And  himfdf  tells  us  in 
the  text,  "  I  afcend."  f  "  And  though  the  afcenfion  were  of 
«  Chrift's  whole  perfon,  yet  it  was  but  a  figurative  and  improper 
«  exprcffion,  with  refpeft  to  his  divine  nature,  but  it  agrees  moft 
«  properly  to  the  humanity  of  Chrift,  which  really  changed  places 
«  and  conditions  by  it."  And  hence  it  is  that  it  is  faid,  John  xvi. 
28.  "  I  came  fortli  from  the  Father,  and  am  come  into  the  world  j 
"  again,  I  leave  the  world,  and  go  to  my  Father.'*  He  goes 
away,  and  we  fee  him  no  more.  As  God,  he  is  fpiritually  with  as 
ftill,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world ;  But  as  man,  *<  the  heavens 
«<  muft  contain  him  till  the  reftitution  of  all  things,"  Afts  iii.  21. 

Secondly^  Whence  Chrift  afcended  ? 


♦  Mr  Henry  Jeancs't  fccond  part  of  the  mixture  of  fcholaftical  and  praAicai 
divinity,  p.  473. 

f  Afiei^one  tutiiu  fult  perfona^  naturm  tamen  divine  non  eonvenlt  nififgurate :  Sed  bu» 
maitit  natures  jmaxlme  proprie  <onvefuiy  &c.     Ame£  Med-p.  XX4> 
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I  an{wer>  more  generally,  he  is  faid  to  afcend  finom  this  worlds 
to  leave  the  world.  That  is  the  terminus  a  quoj  John  xvi*  a8.  but 
more  particularly,  it  was  from  Mount  Olivet,  near  unto  Jerufalem^ 
The  very  place  where  he  began  his  laft  forrowful  tragedy.  There, 
where  his  heart  began  to  be  fadded,  there  is  it  now  made  glad. 
O,  what  a  difference  was  there  betwixt  the  frame  Chrift  was  in,  in 
that  mount  before  his  paffion,  and  this  he  is  now  in,  at  his  afcen-' 
£on!  But, 

Tiird/y,  Whither  did  he  afcend  ? 

It  is  manifeft  it  was  into  the  third  heavens:  the  throne  of  God, 
and  place  of  the  blefled*,  where  all  the  faints  (hall  be  with  him  for 
ever.  It  is  faid  to  be  far  above  all /heavens;  i.  e.  the  heavens 
which  we  fee,  for  they  are  but  the  pavement  of  that  flately  palace 
of  the  great  King.  He  is  gone  (faith  the  apoftie)  ivithin  the  vmiy 
i.  e.  into  the  moft  holy  place.  And  into  hb  Fathoms  houfe,  John 
xiv.  2-  And  he  is  alfo  faid  to  go  to  the  "  place  where  he  was  be- 
«  fore,''  John  vi.  62.  back  again  to  that  fweet  and  glorious  bofom 
of  delight  and  love,  from  whence  at  his  incarnation  he  came. 

Fourthly f  When  did  Chrift  afcend?  Was  it  prefently  as  foon  as 
he  arofe  from  the  dead  ? 

No,  not  fo,  for  <<  after  his  refurre6lion  (faith  Luke)  he  was 
«  feen  of  them  forty  days,  fpeaking  of  the  things  pertaining  to 
<«  the  kingdom  of  God.*'  Aiid  truly  the  care  and  love  of  Chrifl 
to  his  people  was  very  manifeft  in  this  his  flay  with  them*.  He 
had  ineffable  glory  prepared  for  him  in  heaven,  and  awaiting  his 
coming,  but  he  will  not  go  to  poffefs  it,  till  he  had  fettled  all 
things  for  the  good  of  his  church  here.  For  in  this  time  he  con- 
firmed the  truth  of  his  refurreAion,  gave  charge  to  the  ^fUes 
concerning  the  difcipline  and  order  of  his  houfe  or  kingdom: 
which  was  but  needful,  fince  he  intended  that  their  AOs  fhookl 
be  rules  to  future  churches.  So  long  it  was  neceSary  he  fhouU 
flay.  And  when  he  had  fet  all  things  in  order,  he  would  fbyno 
longer,  «  left  he  (hould  feem  to  affeft  a  terrene  lifef  .'^  And  be- 
fides,  he  had  wcwk  of  great  concernment  to  do  for  us  in  the  other 
world.  He  defired  to  be  no  longer  here,  than  he  had  work  to  do 
for  God  and  fouls.     A  good  pattern  for  the  faints. 

Fifthly^  How  did  Chrift  afcend  into  heaven  i 

Here  it  is  worthy  our  obfen  ation,  that  Chrift  afcended  as  zpttt^ 
lie  per/on  or  forerunner,  in  our  names,  and  upon  our  accounts*. 

'*  The  weaknefs  of  his  difciples  required  the  delay  of  his  feparation  from  thesb 
4mcf. 

f  Ne  ierrenam  vUam  viJtretur  mediteri,     Axnef. 

\  He  by  his  entrance  into  heaven  gives  us  the  ftrongeft  confolation,  for  u  he 
came  down  from  heaven,  not  on  his  own  but  our  account,  fo  he  hath  taken  pof- 
^ffion  of  heaven  to  prepare  a  place  and  habitation  there  for  us.  JParttu  w  tbisfkte. 
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So  it  18  faid  ocprefslf,  Heb.  vi;  20.  fpesiking  of  the  mod  holy  place 
within  the  vail  j  Huh'ither  (faith  he)  the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered. 
His  entering  into  heaven  as  oor  f6rerunner  implies  both  }ol%  public 
capacity  2nd  precedency  • 

Fiijtf  His  public  capacUy^  as  one  that  went  upon  our  bufinefs  to 
God.  So  he  himfelf  fpedcs,  John  xiv,  a.  "1  go  before  to  pre^, 
«  pare  a  place  for  you."  To  take  poffeffion  of  heaven  in  youf; 
names.  Tht  forerunner  hath  rcfpeft  to  others  that  were  to  comp 
to  heaven  after  him,  in  their  feyeral  generations  \  for  whom  he 
hath  taken  up  xnanikms,  which  are  kept  for  them  againft  their 
coming.  , 

Secondlyy  It  notes  precedency^  .he  is  oai  forerunner^  but  he  him- 
felf had  nq  forerunner »  Never  any  entered  into  heaven  before  him» 
but  iuch  as  entered  in  his  name,  and  through  the  virtue  of  his 
merits.  He  was  the  firft  that  ever  entered  into  heaven  dire^ly,  im^ 
mediately^  in  his  own  name,  and  upon  his  own  account.  But  all 
the  fathers  who  died  before  him  entered  in  his  name.  To  the  ho- 
licft  of  them  all,  God  would  have  faid  as  Elifha  to  Jehoram,  z 
Kings  iii.  14.  Were  it  not  that  I  had,refpe£l  to  the  perfon  of  my 
Son,  in  whofe  name  and  right  you  come,  I  would  not  look  upon 
you.  You  muft  go  back  again,  heaven  were  no  place  for  you. 
No,  not  for  you,  Abraham,  nor  for  you,  Mofes. 

Secondly^  He  afcended  triumphantly  into  heaven.  To  this  good 
expofitors  *  refer  that  which  in  the  type  is  fpoken  of  David,  when 
he  lodged  the  arh  in  its  own  place,  with  mufical  inftruments  and 
ihoutings  \  but  to  Chrift,  in  the  antHype^  when  he  was  received 
up  triumphantly  into  glory,  Pfal.  xlvii.  5.  <'  God  is  gone  up  with 
<'  a  fhout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet ;  img  praifes  to 
*«  God,  ling  praifes  5  fing  praifes  unto  our  King,  fing  praifes.** 

A  cloud  is  prepared,  as  a  royal  chariot,  to  tarry  up  the  King 
of  glory  to  his  princely  pavilion  f .  «  A  cloud  received  him  out  of 
"  thdr  fight,"  Luke  xxiv.  51.  And  then  a  royal  guard  of  mighty 
angels  furrounded  the  chariot,  if  not  for  fupport,  yet  for  greater 
ftate  and  folemnity  of  their  LbrJ's  afccnfion.  And  oh  what  jubi- 
lations of  the  bleited  angels  were  heard  in  heaven  !  How  was  the 
whole  city  of  God  moved  at  his  coming !  For  look  as  when  "  he 
«  brought  his  firft-begotten  into  the  world,  he  faid,  let  all  the 
"  angels  of  God  worfhjp  him,"  Heb.  i.  6.  So  at  his  return  thi- 
ther again,  when  he  had  finiihed  redemption-work,  there  were  no 
Ids  demonftrations  given  by  thofe  bleffed  creatures  of  their  de- 
light and  joy  in  it.     The  very  heavens  echoed  and  refounded  on 

Vol.  L  3  S 

I  '  ■  I  II  II    ■■       ■  ■  ll^l   I        ..    I  ■     I       ■      I     !■    ■    Wl.l        ■  \ 

•  Molcrus  in  loc  Ociru*   Aynfworth.      f  ^^  Cafe  in  his  Pifgab. 
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diat  account.  Tea^  (he  trivmph  is  not  «ndcd  -st  this  dnj,  nor 
ever  fhall. 

.  ■  It  is  faid,  Dan.  t5.  13, 14.  *<  I  fiiw,*(feMi  -the  prophet)  in  Ac 
*^  .,ni|ght  viiionsy  and  behold  one  like  the  Son  of  man  came  vkh 
**  die  clonds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  Anc%nt  of  days,  and 
^  diey  brought  him  near  to  him.  And  there  was  given  him  do- 
**  minion,  and  gtory,  and  a  kingdom ;  that,  all  people,  nations 
•<  and  langu;^ges  4iould  ferre  hhn.**  This  Vifion  of  DanieTs  v» 
accGimpIi(hed  in  ChrHFs  alcenfkmy  vrhen  t&iy,  i.  e.  the  angeh, 
brought  him  to  die  Ancient  tfinys^  i.  e.  to^od  the  Father,  who, 
to  exprefs  hi3  welcome  to  CHrift,  gave  him  glory,  and  a  kii^om. 
And  fo  it  is,  and  ought  to  be  expounded*,  llie  FsrtSier  recdrcd 
him  with  open  arms,  rejoicing  exceedingly  to  fee  him  again  in 
hcaydi  \  thCTeforc  God  is  fidd  to  ^  receive  hhn  up  into  |^ory,* 
I  Tun.  lii.  1 6.  For  that  which,  >mth  rcfpcft  to  Ohrift,  is  caHcd  ^ 
cenfion^  is,  widi  refpeft  to  the  Father,  offled  a/Jumfiion.  He  went 
up,  and  the  Father  received  him.  Tea,  received  fb  as  none  ever 
was  received  before  him,  or  fhall  be  received  atfter  Mm. 

Thirdly f  Chrift  afcended  tntmifaently^  Ihedding  forth,  abundant- 
ly, ineftimable  gifts  upon  his  church  at  Ins  afcenfion^  As  in 
the  Roman  triumphs  they  did  fpargere  mtjgSkaf,  bcftow  their 
largefTes  upon  the  people :  fo  did  our  Lord  when  he  aicended ; 
«<  wherefore  be  faith,  when  he  afccnded  wp  on  high,  he  led  cap- 
^  tivity  captive  j  and  gave  gifts  unto  men."  The  place  to  wfaidi 
the  apoftlc  refers,  is  Ffal.  Ixviii.  17,  18.  where  you  have  both  the 
triumph  and  munificence  with  which  Chrift  went  up  exceUcntly 
fct' forth  together. 

^«  The  chariots  of  God,  (faith  the  Pfalmift)  are  twenty  thon- 
"  fand,  even  thoufands  of  angels ;  the  Lord  is  among  them,  as  in 
«  Sinai,  in  the  holy  place.  Thou  haft  afcended  on  high,  thou 
"  baft  led  captivity  captive,  thgif  haft  received  gifts  for  men;  yea, 
«  for  the  rebellious  aMb,  that  God  might  dwell  among  them." 
Which  words,  in  their  literal  fcnfc,  :irc  a  celebration  of  that  fe- 
nious  viftory  and  triumph  of  David  over  the  enemies  of  God,  re- 
corded 2  Sam.  viii.  Thefe  conquered  enemies  bring  him  fcveral 
forts  of  prefents,  all  which  he  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  The 
fpiritual  fenfe  is,  that  juft  fo  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  had 
overcome  by  his  death  on  the  crofi,  and  now  triumphed  in  his 
afcenfion,  he  takes  the  parts  and  gifts  of  his  enemies,  and  gitcs 
fhem,.  by  their  converfion  to  the  church,  for  its  nfc  imd  fervice: 
thus  he  received  gifts,  even  for  the  ftbeUiousXy  1.  e.  fand£es  the 

*  See  Dcedact.  and  Bnglifh  Atinist.  f*^e, 

t  Princes,  when  triumpking  after  victory,  ufe  to  dirperfe  grett  presents  as' 

fumt  of  money  among  the  people,  congratulating  their  triumph  with  joyons  iho«t». 

\  Thoti.  doft  raife  up  teachers  of  thy  church ,  among  thofe  who  hate  and  pciic- 
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mmial  gifts  ;isd  ficukies  of  fttch  a»  lisMi  hk-pof^bcfarq;  dadi- 
eating  them  to  the  Lord,  in  his  people's  fervice.  Thu%  (qs  oq^ 
ebferve9)>TeituUiv)f  Orig<n»  Auft»i»  asd  Jeromes  c^ne  into >Ca« 
naaoj  laden  widi  EgjTpti&a  gold.  Meaning  diey  came  into  the 
church  rjchlf  laden  with  naturiU  leamiag  and  abilities.  Auft^ 
was  a  Manichef$i  C^rprian  a  ma^iany  leai^iaied  Bradwardtoe  a 
icoiTiiil}  ptotid  natufati&y  who  ence  &id|.  when  he  read  Faults 
epiftles,  Dedignabar  effi^panmlus ;  he  fcovned  ftich  chUdifll  thingi, 
but  afterwards  became  a  very  ufclul  manin  the  chiurch  of  God. 
And  even  Paul  htinlUF  was  M  fierce  an  eneoay  t»  the  chui?ch  as 
breathed  on  earthi  till  Chrift  gave  him  into  its  bofom  by  e«wv!ff- 
fion»  aiikd  then  no  mere  man  ever  did  tiie  Lord  and  hb  people 
l^eamer  ibrviee  than  he.  Men  of  all  forts,  greater  and  imalta' 
lights^  have  been  given  to  the  churchv  Officers,  of  all  ibru  were 
given  it  by  Chrift.  Extraordinary  and  temporary,  a^  ftfoph«t9, 
apoftles,  evangelift^;  ordinary  and  ftandivgi  as  pafibcHrs  and  teacb- 
er$»  whkh  remain  to  thie  day,  Eph.  iv.  8^  9*  And  thoft  ftars  are 
fixed  in  the  chulxJi-beaven  by  a  moft  finn  eftablUIun«nt«  i  Ce*. 
xii.  28.  Thoufands  now  in  heaven^  and  tbouTands  ^n  earA  a¥f»i 
aire  bleffing  Chrift  at  tlus  day  for  thcfe  hb  aftQauGon^gifts. 

Fourthly^  Our  Lord  Jdus  Chrift  ^jSrendi^  m>ft  comforlaUy,  for 
whilft'he  was  bleffing  his  people,  he  Was'parted  from  them,  Luke 
xxiv.  50,  5 1.  Therein  making  good  to  them  what  is  £iid  by  hm* 
John  xiiii  i.  «  Having  loved  hb  own,  he  loved  them  to  the 
«  end."  There  was  a  great  deal  of  love  manifefted  by  Chrift  in  thfo 
very  laft  aA  of  hb  in  this  world.  The.laft  fight  they  h^  of  him 
in  thb  world  was  a  moft  fweet  and  encouraging  one.  They  heard 
nothing  from  hb  lips  but  love,  they  (aw  nothing  in  has  i^e  bUt 
love,  till  he  mounted  hb  triumphant  chariot,  and  was  t^d^n  eiMt 
of  their  fight. 

Surely  thefe  Heffings  at  parting  were  ftveet'  and  rich  ones-  For 
the  matter  of  them,  they  were  the  mercies  which  bb  blood  had  fo 
lately  purchafed  for  thttn.  And  for  their  extent,  they  were  not 
only  intended  for  them  who  had  the  happinefs  to  be  upon  the  plaoe 
with  him  fircMn  whence  he  afcended ;  but  they  reach  us  as  well  as 
them}  and  will  reach  the  laft  faint  that  fhall  be  upon  the  earth 
till  he  come  again.  For  they  were  but  reprefentatives  of  the  fu- 
ture €htu'ches>  Matt,  zxviii.  20.  and  in  bleffing  them,  he  blefleth 
us  alTo.  And  by  thb  we  may  be  fatisfied  that  Chrift  carried  an 
heart  full  of  love  to  his  people  away  with  him  to  lieaven; 
iince  hb  loVe  fo  abounded  in  the  laft  a£t  that  ever  he  did  in  thb 

cvte  tfay  people;  and,  from  time  to  time,  brifig  many  of  thy  cnemici  to  tkis  thy 
kiPgdoBL    idtL  OT  tkeplaeu 
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wtnid:  tnd  left  (iidi  z  demonftntion  of  his  tendcmds  with  them 
at  parting. 

F'fif^h^  Hetfcendedi  as  well  as  tok  agidn>  bj  his  own  power. 
He  was  not  merely  paffiye  in  his  aicenfbn^  but  it  was  lus  own 
a£L'  Hi  went  to  heaven.  Therefore  it  is  fakl,  AAs  i»  lo.  He 
Hsknt  up^  viz.  by  his  own  divine  power*.  And  this  plainly  evincedi 
him  to  be  God^  for  no  mere  creatare-  ever  mounted  itfelf  from 
tsfitihi  far  above  all  heavens,  as  Chrift  did. 
•     Sii^hlj,  and  laftly,  Why  did  Chrift  afcend  ? 

I  aniwer :  His  afceniion  was  necefTar^  upon  many  arid  great  ao 
counts.     For, 

Firft^  If  Chrift  had  not  aftended,  he  could  not  have  interceded, 
as  how  he  doth  in  heaven  for  us.  And  do  but  take  away  CfariiPs 
Interccffion,  and  you  ftarve  the  hope  of  the  faints.  For  what  have 
we  to  fuccour  ourfelves  with,  under  the  daily  furprifes  of  fin,  bat 
this,  "That  if  any  min  fin,  we  have  an  advocate  [with  the  Fa- 
*«  ther]  i"  mark  that,  with  the  Father :  a  friend  upon  the  place : 
one  tiiat  abides  there,  on  purpofo  tp  tranfaA  all  our  afiairs,  and  as 
aferety  for  the  peace  betwixt  God  wnd  us. 

Secondly^  If  Ciirift  had  hot  aricendedj  you  could  not  have  enter- 
ed into  heaven  wKen  you  die*  For  he' went  to  «  prepare  a  place 
«  for  you,"  John  xiv.  a.  He  was,  as  I  faid  before,  the  firft  that 
entered  into  heaven  direOly,  and  in  his  own  name  -y  and  had  he 
not  done  fo,  we  would  not  have  entered  when  we  di8,'in  hb  name. 
The  Fore-runner  made  way  for  all  that  arc  coming  on,  in  their  fc- 
vcral  generations,  after  him.  Nor  could  your  bodies  Ixave  alccnd- 
cd  after  their  reiurrcftion,  but  in  the  virtue  of  Chrift's  afcen£oD. 
For  he  afcended,  as  was  faid  before,  in  the  capacity  of  our  head 
and  reprefentative  *,  to  his  Father^  and  our  Father  ;  For  us,  and 
himfelf  too. 

Thirdly^  If  Chrift  had  not  afcended,  he  could  not  have  been  ia- 
augurated,  and  inftafled  in  the  glory  he  now  enjoys  in  hcaTcit. 
This  world  is  not  the  place  where  perfeft  felicity  and  glory  dwell 
And  then,  how  had  the  promife  of  the  Father  been  made  good  to 
him  ?  Or  our  glory,  (which  confifts  in  being  with,  and  confomietl 
to  him),  where  had  it  been  i  «  Ought  not  Chrift  to  fufier,  and  to 
'«  enter  into  his  glory  ?"  Luke  xxiv.  25, 

Fourthly^  If  Chrift  had  not  afcended,  how  could  we  have  been 
fatisfiedl,  that  his  payment  on  the  crofs  made  fiiU  fatisfaftion  to 
God,  and  that  now  God  hath  no  more  bills  to  bring  in  againft  us? 
How  is  it  that  the  Spirit  convinceth  the  world  of  rightcoufncfs, 

•  liia  divine  power  was  the  canfc  qf  his  afccnfion.— but  that  which  )ike«i£e 
contributed  to  it,  was  the  condition  of  his  glorified  body,  which  can  mrvc  upwards 
A9  wcU  u  downwards.    Amel\ 
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John  xvi.  9,  io«  but  £rom  Cbrift's  g<Mng  to  the  nrtherj  iaA  re- 
turning hither  no  more  ?  which  gives  evidence  of  God's  full  coo- 
tent  and  fatisE^on^  both  with  his  perfbn  and  work. 

Fiftblji  Ht>w  ihould  vre  have  enjoyed  the  great  bleffings  of  the 
Spint  and  or(£naQces>  if  Chrift  hod  not  afcended  I  Aiid  furetyi  we 
could  not  have  been  without  either.  If  Chrift  had  not  gone  away^ 
<<<  the  Comforter  had  not  come/'  John  xvi.  7.  he  begmi  wher^ 
Chrift  had  finifhed.  For  he  takes  of  his,  and  ihewsr  it  to  us,  Jo£^ 
xvi.  14.  And  therefore  it  is  faid,  John  wi.  39.  «^  The  Holy 
^<  Ghoft  was  not  given,  becaufe  Jefiis  was  not  yet  glorified/*  He 
was  then  given  as  a  fan£tifying  finrit,  bat  not  given  in  that  meaiure^ 
as  afterwards  he  was/  to  fimiiih  and  qualify  men  with  gifts  for  fer- 
▼ice.  And  indeed,  by  Chrlft's  afcenfion,  both  his  ianAifying,  and 
ills  miniftering.  gifts,  were  fhed  forth,  more  commonly  and  more 
-abundantly  upon  men.  Thefe  fell  from  him  when  he  afcended, 
as  Elijah's  mantle  did  from  him,  fo  that  whatfoever  good  of  con^ 
verfion,  edification,  fupport,  or  comfort  you  receive  from  fpiritual 
ordinances,  he  hath  ihed  forth  that,  which  you  now  fee  and 
feel.    •  It  is  the  fruit  of  ChriJPs  afcetifien. 

Sixthly^  and  /^/jr.  If  Chrift  had  not  afcended,  how  had  all  the 
types  and  prot^cies,  that  prefigured  and  foretold  it,  been  fulfil- 
led ?  <<  And  the  fcriptures  cannot  be  broken,**  John  x.  35.  So 
that,  upon  all  thefe  accounts,  it  was  expedient  that  he  fhcnild  go 
away.  It  was  for  hisgtery,  and  for  our  advantage.  Though  we 
loft  the  comfort  of  his  bodily  prefcnce  by  it,  yet  if  <«  we  loved 
<<  him,  we  would  rejoice  he  went  to  the  Father,"  John  xiv.  28* 
We  ought  to  have  rejoiced  in  his  advancement,  though  it  had 
been  to  our  lofs  ;  but  when  it  is  fo  much  for  our  benefit,  as  well 
as  his  glory,  it  is  a  matter  of  joy  on  both  fides,  that  he  is  afcend- 
ed to  his  Father,  and  our  Father  \  to  his  God,  and  to  our  God* 
From  the  feveral  blefiings  flowing  to  us  out  of  ChrifVs  afcenfion, 
St  was  that  he  charged  his  people  not  to  be  troubled  at  his  leaving 
oi  them,  John  xiv.     And  hence  learn. 

Inference  i.  Did  Chrift  afcend  into  heaven  ?  Is  otir  Jefui^  our  trea^ 
fare  indeed  there  ?  Where  thenfbould  the  hearts  of  believers  bey  but  in 
heaven^  ivhen  their  Lordy  their  life  is  F  Surely,  faints,  it  is  not 
good  that  your  love,  and  your  Lord  ihould  be  in  two  feveral 
countries,  faid  one  that  is  now  with  him.  Up,  and  haften  after 
your  lover,  that  he  and  you  may  be  together.  Chriftians,  you  af^ 
cended  with  him,  virtually,  when  he  afcended ;  you  fhall  afcend 
to  him,  perfonally,  hereafter ;  Oh  that  you  would  afcend  to  him, 
fpiiitually,  in  a£b  of  faith,  love,  and  defires  daily.  Surfumcordoy 
up  with  your  hearts,  was  the  form  ufed  by  the  ancient  church  at 
the  facrament.  How  good  were  it,  if  we  could  fay  with  the  apoftle, 
Phil  ill.  %0n  <'  Our  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence  we 
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^  Ittk  fiyr  Ae  Ssviow."  An  heart  afcoicbnt^  is  the  bed  endeocc 
^  yotir  iittereft  in  Cbritf  a  afixnfiaik 

finMvfemakitof9lkwlnmf  He  lanto  hcanex :  heraa  thkher  be- 
fcreusb  Did  hertm  to  gtery,  afidftall  veUogcrf  did  he  flee  as 
an  eagle  towards  heaven,  and  ve  areqs  IiIsk  finSs  ?  CoBie  Chxtf- 
tians^  «  Lay  afideevety  we^fat^  said  die  fl&tfaatib  eafily  befets 
^  you»  and  nm  with  patience  the  race  f&t  before  ye%  looking  «n- 
tD  Jefti^  Heb.  xii.  i,  z..  Tbe  Captain  of  onrfd^atieAi  is  enteied 
Withfai;  the  gates  of  the  new  Jcrti&koH  and  caBs  to  w  out  of  .he»- 
Wa  ta  haften  to  him  ^  fivpofing  the  greafte&eacfnt^eBCttti  to 
Aem  that  are  feUowing  after  hiai^  b^^t  ^^  He  that  oveKonei 
<*  ihall  fit  with  me  in  my  tfarane^  as.  I  allb  oveecame^  and  am  At 
<<  down  wkh  my  Father  in  bfe  throne^'*  Rev.  liL  32.  Howtedbos 
fltoukl  it  jEeexn  to  us^  to  Itve  fb  long  at  a  dxftanoe  botxt  ovr  Laid 
JefasI 

hrfi  3.  Did  Chrift  afcend  €0  triiiiiq)bantlyy  kacKng  captiriiy 
captive  ?  Houj  little  rei^  then  haw  ieUemets  tafoar  thnr  cutftend 
tnetmesT  Sm,  Satan^  and  e^wry  enemy^  were  ia  tint  day  led  away 
in  trimnphy  dxttgged  at  Chiift*s  chariot  wheels^  hrceght  after  him 
as  it  were  indiains.  It  k  a  lovely  fig^toleethe  necks  of  tho6 
tyrants  under  the  foot  of  our  JofluHU  He  made  at  tiueday,  «  an 
opdn  fliew  of  tiienv''  CoL  ii.  15,  Thdr  firengdt  is  brotei  ftr 
ever.  In  this  he  ihewed  faanfelf  more  dun  a  oanqneror ;  for  he* 
confuered  and  ifiumphed  too,  Sat^n  was  then  trod  mder  his  feet, 
and  he  hath  promifed  to  tread  kdsn  oadcr  oar  feet  al£b>  and  that 
ihortly,  Rom.  xvi.  ao.  fome  power  our  enemka  yet  retain,  the 
lerpent  may  bndfe  our  heel,  bat  Chrift  hath  cruflied  his  tiead. 

b^.  4*  Did  Clirift  afcend  to  mumficently,  fliedding  forth  fa 
'  <nany  mercies  upon  his  people  }  mercies  of  iaeftimable  vake,  re> 
icrved  on  porpofe  to  adorn  that  day  ?  O  then  fee  that  you  abufis  mt 
tbofe  preaous  efcenfiofhpfit  ef  Chrifij  hut  value  snd  improw  them  at 
the  choice/}  mcrdcs.  Now,  the  afcenfion-gifts,  as  I  told  you,  arc 
either  die  ordinances  and  ofRcers  of  the  church,  (for  he  then  gave 
them  paftots  and  teachers,)  or  the  Spirit  that  furnifhed  the  church 
with  all  its  gifts.     Beware  you  abufe  not  either  <^  thefe. 

jpifftf  Abufe  not  tlK:  ordixKmccs  and  officers  of  Chrift.  This  is 
a  fin  that  no  nation  is  plunged  deeper  into  the  guik  of,  than  tins 
nation,  and  no  age  more  than  this.  Surely  God  h«th  written  to 
us  tbe  great  things  of  his  laWf  and  we  have  accounted  themfma/lthtrngs* 
We  have  been  loofe,  wanton,  fceptical  profeflbrs  for  the  moft  port, 
that  have  had  nice  and  coy  ftomachs,  that  could  not  retxih  plain, 
wholefcmie  troths,  except  (6  and  ib  modified  to  our  hrnnoors.  For 
tliis  the  Lord  hath  a  controverfy  with  tiie  nation,  and  by  a  fore 
judgment,  he  hath  begun  to  rebuke  this  fin  already.  And  I  doubt 
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not,  before  he  make  an  end,  pbin  tniths-wffl  do^ra  ^th  qS|  tnd 
iv€  ftall  blefi  Cod  for  them. 

Secondly^  But  in  the  next  phcc,  fee  that  yoti  abufe  not  tbe  Spi- 
rit, -whom  God  fent  from  heaven  at  his  afcenGon,  to  Apply  his 
bodily  abfence  among  us,  and  is  t3\e  great  pled^  of  his  care  fbr^ 
and  tender  love  to  his  people.  Ncrw  take  heed  that  yon  do  not 
vex  him  by  your  difobedicoce  5  nor  grieve  him  by  your  tmldnd- 
ncfles  ;  nor  quench  hkn  by  your  finftil  negleAs  of  Aity,  or  abufe 
of  Hght.  O  deal  kindly  with  the  Spirit,  and  obey  his  voice:  comr 
ply  ^with  his  defigns,  and  yield  up  yooflelves  to  his  guidance  and 
condu£t  Methinks,  to  be  intreatcd  by  the  love  ot  the  Spirit^ 
Horn.  xv.  30.  (hould  be  as  ^eat  an  arg^menl:  as  to  be  intreated 
for  Chrift's  lake.  Now,  to  perfuade  all  the  fiunts  to  be  tender  of 
grieving  the  Spnit  by  iin,  let  me  urge  a  few  confiderations  proper 
to  the  point  under  hand. 

Confid.  I  •  rirjt^  tie  ^^as  wefifji  aftd  pnetctpm  tnetcj  that  xlhfyi 
receroei  fir  you  at  his  firji  entrance  into  heaven.  It  was  the  fim 
tfhing  he  afked  of  God  -when  he  came  to  heaiven.  So  he  fpC2k3f 
John  xiv.  16, 17.  *^  I, will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  (hafl  give  you 
<*  another  comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you.'*  No  iboner 
had  he  (et  foot  upon  the  place,  but  the  firft  thing,  the  great  thmg 
that  was  upon  his  heart  to  alk  the  Father  for  us  vvas,  that  the  Spi- 
rit nught  forthwith  be  dtfpatched,  and  lent  down  to  his  people. 
So  that  the  Spirit  is  thefirfi'bom  of  mercies  ;  and  defcnrcs  the  nrft 
place  in  our  hearts  and  efteem. 

Confid.  2.  Secondly,  The  Spirit  coma  not  in  his  own  name  to  uSf 
(though,  if  fo,  he  deferves  a  dear  welcome  for  his  own  fake,  and 
for  the  benefits  we  receive  by  him,  which  are  inefkimablc),  but  bfi 
cofnes  to  us  in  the  name^  and  in  the  love,  both  of  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
As  one  authorized  and  delated  by  them  ;  bringing  his  creden- 
tials under  both  their  hands  and  fcais,  John  xv.  ^6.  «  But  vrficn 
•<  the  Comforter  is  come,  whom  I  will  'fend  to  you  from  the  Fa- 
••  thcr :"  Mark,  I  will  fend  him  from  the  Fatlser  5  and  in  John 
xtv.  26.  the  Father  is  faid  to  «<  fend  him  in  Chrift's  name."  So 
,  that  he  is  the  meficnger  that  comes  from  both  diefe  great  and  holy 
perfons.  And  if  you  have  any  love  for  the  God  that  made  you, 
;my  kindnefi  for  the  Chrift  that  died  for  yxm,  Ihew  it  by  your  obe- 
dience to  the  Spirit  that  comes  from  them  both,  and  in  both  their 
names  to  us,  and  who  will  be  both  offended  and  grieved,  if  you 
grieve  him.  O  therefore  give  him  an  entertainment  worthy  of 
one  that  comes  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  In  the  Father's 
name,  and  in  the  Son's  name. 

Gbniid.  3.  Thirdly,  But  that  is  not  the  only  confideration  that 
{hould  caufe  you  to  beware  of  grieving  the  Spirit,  becaufe  he  is^fent 
in  the  name  of  fuch  great  and  dear  perfons,  to  you,  but  he  de- 
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firves  hittir  entertmnnUHt  than  an)  rf  the  faints  givi  hint,  fir  bis  own 
Jake,  and  upon  his  onvn  account,  and  that  upon  a  doubk  icore,  viz* 
pf  Us  nature  and  office* 

Fir/i,  On  the  account  of  his  nature  \  (otht  vs  Cod  co^ual 
with  the  Father  and  Son  in  nature  and  dignity,  a  Sam.  xxiii.  23. 
<<  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  {pake  by  me,  and  h»  word  was  in  my 
f'  tongue^  the  God  of  Ifrael  faid;  the  Rock  of  Ifrad  fpake  to 
««  me."  So  that  you  fee  he  is  God*  The  Rock  of  Ifraei.  God 
omnipotent,  for  he  created  all  things,  Gen.  i*  2.  God  ommprefent, 
filling  all  things,  Ffal.  (^cxxix.  7.  Qod  omnifeient,  who  knows  your 
hearts,  Rom.  ix.  i.  Beware  of  him  therefore,  and  grieve  him 
not,  for  in  fo  doing  you  grieve  Gk)d< 

Secondly,  Upon  die  account  of  his  office,  and  the  benefits  we  re* 
ceive  by  him.  We  are  obliged,  even  on  the  fcore  of  gratitude  and 
ingenuity,  to  obey  him  -,  for  he  is  fent  in  the  quality,  of  an  advo- 
cate to  help  us  to  pray ;  to  indite  our  requefts  for  us  $  to  teach  us 
what  and  how  to  aik  of  God,  Rom.,  viii.  26.  He  comes  to  us  as 
a  Comforter,  John  xiv.  i<$.  And  none  like  him.  His  work  is  to 
talKof  Chrift's  andjbe%u  it  to  us*,  u  e.  to  take  of  his  death,  refiir- 
reAion,  afcenfion,  yea,  of  his  very  prefent  intercefiioa  in 
heaven,  and  ihew  it  to  us.  He  can  be  with  us  in  a  moment,  he 
can,  (as  f  one  well  obferves),  tell  you  what  were  the  very  laft 
thoughts  Chrifl  was  thinking  in  heaven  about  you.  It  was  he 
that  formed  the  body  of  Chrifl  in  the  womb,  and  fo  prepared  him 
to  be  a  facrifice  for  us.  He  filled  that  humanity  with  his  unex- 
ampled fiilnefs  %•  So  fitting  and  anointing  him  for  the  difchaxge 
of  his  office* 

It  is  he  that  puts  efficacy  into  the  ordinances,  and  without  him 
they  would  be  a  dead  letter.  It  was  he  that  blefled  them  to  your 
conviction  and  converfion^.  For  if  angels  had  been  the  preachers, 
no  converfion  had  followed  without  the  Spirit.  It  is  he  that  is  the 
vinculum  unionis,  bond  of  union  betwixt  Chrift  and  your  ibuls, 
witliout  which  you  could  never  have  had  intereft  in  Chrid,  or 
communion  with  Chrift.  It  was  he  that  fo  often  hath  helped  your 
infirmities,  when  you  knew  not  what  to  fay;  comforted  your 
hearts  when  they  were  overwhelmed  within  you,  and  you  loiew 
not  what  to  do ;  preferved  you  many  thoufand  times  firom  fin 
and  ruin,  when  you  have  been  upon  the  flippery  brink  of  it  in 
temptations.     It  is  he,  (in  his  fondlifying-work),  that  is  the  bcft 

•  Tohnzvi.  14. 
t  Mr.  Tho.  Goodwin. 
I  Luke  i.  35.  Ua.  Ixi.  x.     Col.  i.  19. 

§  a  Cor.  ix.  6.  John  zvi.  9.  i  PeU  I  ift*  i  Jolu)  iU.  »4-  ^^^xu  vuL  9,  il 
J«bn  ziv.  %i.    Ezek.  zzrri.  17. 
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evidence  your  fouls  have  for  heaven.  It  were  endlefi  to  enume'* 
rate  the  mercies  you  have  by  him.  And  now,  reader,  doft  thou 
not  blufli  to  think  how  unworthy  thou  haft  treated  fiich  a  friend  ?. 
For  whieh  of  all  thefe  hi§  oflices  or  benefits  doft  thou  grieve  and 
quench  liim?  O  grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  whom  Chrift  km  asfoon 
as  ever  he  went  to  heaven,  in  his  Father's  name,  and  in  his  own 
name,  to  perform  all  thefe  offices  &r  you. 

Inf.  f.  Is  Chrift  afcended  to  the  Fathei*  as  oui^  fore-runner  I 
Then  the  door  of  falvationjlands  open  to  all  believers ^  and  hy  virtue  ^ 
Chri/Ps  afcenftony  they  dfo  fhall  afcend  after  him,  far  above  all  ^thk 
heavens^.  O  my  friencfs,  what  place  hath  Chrift  prepSircd  and  tjt^ 
ken  up  for  you  !  what  a  Q>leiidid  habitation  hath  he  pfovided  fot 
you  !  <*  God  is  not  afhamed  to  be  called  your  God ;  for  he  hath 
««  prepared  for  you  a  city,"  Heb.  xi.  i6.  In  that  city  Chrift  hath 
provided  mahfions,  and  refting-place^  for  yt)ur  everlafting  abode^ 
John  xtv.  i.  and  keeps  then!  for  you  till  your  coming.  O  hottr 
auguft  and  glorious  a  dwelling  is  that,  where  fun,  and  mdon,  and 
ftars,  fhall  fliine  as  much  below  youf  feet,  as  they  are  now  above 
your  heads  ?  Yea,  fuch  is  the  love  Chrift  hath  to  the  believer,  that> 
as  one  faith,  if  thou  only  hadft  been  the  chofen  of  06df  Chrift: 
would  have  built  that  houfe  for  himfelf  and  thee.  Now  it  is  for 
himfelf,  for  thee,  and  for  many  more,  who  fhall  inherit  with  thee. 
God  fend  us  a  joyful  meeting  within  the  vail  with  our  Fore-runner, 
and  fweeten  our  paflage  into  it,  with  maiiy  a  fotefight  and  foretafte 
thereof.  And,  in  the  mean  time>  let  the  love  of  a  Saviour  enflame 
our  hearts,  fo  that  whenever  we  caft  a  look  towards  that  place> 
where  our  Forerunner  is  for  us  entered,  our  fouls  may  fay,  with 
melting  affeftions,  Thanks  be  to  God  for  Jefus  Chrifl ;  and  agahi^ 
Bhjfed  be  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift. 

Vol.  L  No.  9.  3  T 

*  The  hope  of  future  inheritance  is  moft  fiilly  fecured  to  us  in  our  Head,  and 
we  are  fctdown  together  with  him  in  heaven,  £ph.  it.  6.     Syno^u  pwi^s  Tbet!, 
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SERMON  XLI. 

The  Scffion  o£  Christ,  at  God's  right-hand  explained  and  ap- 
plied, being  the  third  Step,  of  bis  glorious  Exaltation. 

.  He^  i.  3.        ' 
Wl9en  he  had  by  hUi\f£lf  purged  our  fms^  fat  doitm  on  the  rigbt'Jiand 
oftheM'QJtfiyonhigk. 

CHRIST  being  returned  again  to'his  Father,  having  finilhed 
his  whole  work  on  earth,  b  there  bid  by  the  Father  to  fit 
down  in  the  feat  c^  honour  and  r^ft.  A  feat  prepared  for  liim  at 
God's  right  hand,  that  makes  it  honourable ;  and  all  his  enemies 
as  a  fipotftool  imder  his  feet  that  makes  it  eafy.  How  much  is  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  Jefus  Chrift'^changed  in  a  few  days !  Here 
be  groaned,  wept,  laboured,  fuffered,  fweat,  yea,  fweat  blood, 
and  found  no  reft  in  this  world,  but  when  he  comes  to  heaven, 
/  thete  he  enters  into  reft.  Sits  down  for  ever  in  the  higheft  and 
edkft  throne,  prepared  by  the  Father  for  him  when  he  had  done 
hb  wofk.  ««  When  he  had  by  himlelf  purged  our  fins,  he  fat 
«  down,"&c. 

The  fcopc  of  this  epiftle  is  to  demonftrate  Chrift  to  be  the  fiil- 
sefs  of  all  legal  types  and  ceremonies,  and  that  whatever  light 
glimmered  to  the  world  tlut>ugh  them,  yet  it  was  but  as  the  light 
of  the  day-ftar,  to  the  light  of  the  fun. 

In  this  chapter,  Chrift  the  fubjefi:  of  the  eplftle,  is  deicribed  \ 
and  particularly,  in  this  third  verfe,  he  is  defcribed  three  ways. 

F\rjly  By  his  eflential  and  primeval  glory  and  dignity,  he  is 
ttTavyoMT/Aot,  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  the  very  fplendor  of 
glory,  the  very  refulgency  of  that  fon  of  glory.  ««  *  The  primary 
*«  reafqn  of  that  appellation  is  with  refpedl  to  his  eternal  and  inef- 
*«  fable  generation,  light  of  light,  as  the  Nicene.  creed  expreiTes 
*«  it.  As  a  beam  of  light  proceeding  from  the  fun.  And  the  fe- 
"  condary  reafon  of  it,  is  with  refpefl:  to  men,"  for  look  as  the 
fun  communicates  its  light  and  influence  to  us  by  its  beams,  which  it 
projefts;  fo  doth  God  communicate  his  goodnefs,  and  manifeft 
himfelf  to  us,  by  Chrift.  "  Yea,  he  is  the  exprefs  image ^  or  cha- 
««  rafter  of  his  perfon.  Not  as  tlie  impreffed  image  of  the  feal  up- 
"  on  the  wax,  but  as  the  engraving  in  the  feal  itielff ."  Thus  he 
is  defcribed  by  his  eflential  glory. 

•  Ratio  a^fieUationu  primaru  efi  r^eQu  Pairu  cttlejlis  a  fuo  ak  atfrM,  per  imej/kii' 
iem  gneraiiomtm  ittfar  iumimiif  de  Itmine  refplmduit^  fieunJaria  r^pe&m  ^Umtwtm^  &c 
GlafT.  Rhet.  p.  174* 

+  X»f ftrlftv  infia^ere  JteiiuTj  mm  tarn  magintm  ex  /gUh  ar€  imprtffgm^  pmm 
ip/umJigiUttm^fufar*.    Ohfl.  Rhet.  £ic  p.  X59. 
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Secondly*  He  i|^..defcrib«d  t^  the  work  he  wrought  here  oa 

cwth,  in  Ills  humbled  ftate,  and  it  was  a  glorious  work,  and  that 

c>vr9ugh|:  dv^t  by  his  own  (ingle  hand,  "  When  he  had  by  himfeijf 

**  pvjiTgcd  our  fips."     A  work  that  all  the  angels  in  heaven*  could- 

not  do^Jji^t  Qhrift  did  it. 

Thirdljf  and  laftly,  He  is  defcribcd  by  his  glory,  tlxe  which  (as 
^^fC^rd  of.  that  work)  l\e  npw  enjoys  in  heaven.  "  When  he 
^^had  by  liimfelf  purged  our  fins,  he  &t  do\\T;i  on  the  right-hand 
*<  of  the  M^j^fty  on  high,"  i.  c.  the  Lord  clothed  him  with  the 
«reateft  power,  and .  higheft  honour,  that  heaven  itfelf  could  af- 
iQxdi  for  fo  much  this  pbrafe  of  "fitting  down  on  the  right- 
"  hand  of  the  Majefiy"  impprts,  as  will  appear  in  the  explication 
o{  this  point,  whicli  is  the  refult  6{  this  claufe,  viz. 

.  DocI:.  That  when  our  Lord, J  if  us  Cbri/i  hadjinj/bed  his  ivorl  on 
^arthp  he  was  placed  in  tj^e  feat  of  the  bighejl  honotfr^  and  autho^ 
rity  ;  at  the  right^:and  of  God  jn  heaven* 

■'  Thistnith  is  tran$(brmingly  glorious*  Stephen  had  but  agiimpfe 
of  Chrift  at  ht$  Father's  rightrhand,  and  it  caufed,  "  his  face  to 
'<  ihtn'e,  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel,"  A^  vii.  56,  This, 
his  high  advancement,  was  foretold  and  promifed  before  the  work 
of  redemption  was  taken  in  hand,  Pfal.  ex.  i-  <*  The  Lprd  i^d. 
^  unto  my  Lord,  fit  thou  ^t  my  right-handj^  42ntil  I  make  thine 
<*  enemies  thy  footftool."  And  this  promifi;,  w<^;  punfhially  per- 
formed to  Chrifti  after,  his  refurre^tion  and  afcenilon,  in  his  fu- 
preme  exaltation,  far-  above:  all  greeted  beings,  in  heaven  and 
esrth,  Epii.  i.  ao,  01^22.  We  fhaUkere  open  two  things  in  the 
dodrinal  part,  vie.  Wiml::]^  meaQt  by  God's  right-hand ;  and 
vrhat  is  implied  in  Cbf  ift's^fittix^  there,  with  his  enemies  for  a 
jDotftooL     •  •  . 

.  Finftf  .What  arc  wc  to  iind^rftand  here  by  God's  right-hand  *  ? 
Itis;abvioi|scnot:^h,' that  the  exprefiioii  is  not  proper,  but  figura- 
tive aad  borrowed.  God  hath  1^0  hand,  right  or  left  ^  but  it  is  a 
condefireoding-  exprefBon,  wherein  Go4  ftoops  to  the  creature's 
underfhndiog,  and  by  it  h<i  would  have  us  underAand  honour, 
pcHTcr,  and  neamefs.  t.. 

Fit^y  The  righty>hand  is  the  hand  of  honour,  the  upper  hand, 
where  wc  place  thofe  whom  we  highly  eileem  and  honour.  So  So- 
lomon placed  his  mother  in^feat  at  his  right4undy  i  Kings  ii«  19. 

•  THcVJ{(lit*-K8Ai3  of  Gbd-^enotcs  divine  honour  and  glory,  on  which  the  Son  •£ 
Godt  who  cadft^d  "hcfere  alleges,  as  God,  ia  the  higheft,  co-efienttal  with  the 

Fathtrr,  and  incarnate  in^  the  latter  JtimcSj  fat  down  with  his  glorified  body.  2><& 
Pip/c,  lib.  4,  c.  2.  dc  oribTjidu 
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So,  in  token  of  honour,  Ood  fets  Chri(l  at  his  rfgbt^hand;  which, 
on  thjit  account,    in  the  ^^xt  is  called  the  rigl\t-hand  of  Ma^ 
jejly,     God  hath  therein  cxpreJIed  more  favour,  'delight,  and  ho* 
riour  to  Jefus  Chrift,  than  ever  he  did  to  any  creature.    «*  To 
<'  which  of  the  angels  faid  he  at  any  time,  fit  thou  on  my  ri^^- 
«  hand?"  Heb.i.  13, 

Secofjdlyy  The  right-hand  is  the  band  of  power :  we  call  it  tfcft 
V^eapm  handf  and  the  ivorJutig  ffand.  And  the  fetting  of  Chrift 
there,  imports  his  exaltation  to  the  highefl:  authority,  and  moft 
fuprcme  dominion.  Not  that  God  the  Father  hath  put  himleif 
out  of  his  authority,  ^nd  advanced  Qhidd  aboVe  himftlf ;  no, 
«  for  in  that  he  faith  he  hath  put  all  things  under  him,  it  is  ma- 
«<  nifeft  that  he  is  excepted  which  did  put  all  things  under  him,* 
I  Cor.  XV.  ^7.  But  to  fit  as  an  enthroned  king  at  God's  right- 
hand,  imports  power,  yea,  the  moft  fovereigfi  and  fiipreme 
power }  and  fo  Cfhrift  himfelf  c?lls  the  right-hand  at  which  he  fits. 
Matt.  xxvi.  64.  "  Hereafter  ye  fhall  fee  the  Son  of  man  fitting 
**  on  the  right-hand  of  power." 

Thirdiyy  And  as  it  fignifics  honour  and  power,  fo  neameft  in 
place,  as  we  ufe  to  fay  at  one*s  eibow^  and  fo  it  is  applied  to  Cl»ifr, 
in  Pial.  ex.  5I  "  The  Lord  at  thy  rightJiand,  ihail  ftrike  throng 
«  kings  in  the  day  of  his  wrath;"  i.  e.  the  Lord,  who  is  very  near 
thee,  prefent  with  thee,  he  fhall  fnbdiie  thine  enemies*  Thfe  then 
is  what  we  are  to  undcrftand  by  God's  right-hand|  honour, 
power,  andneamefs^  - 

Secoftd/yj  In  the  next  place  let  us  fee  what  is  implied  in  Chrift's 
y^  fitting  at  God's  right-hand,   with  his  enemies  for  his  ibotftooL 
^  '>^    And,  if  we  attentively  confider,  we  fliall  find  that  it  ioijJics  and 
imports  divers  great  and  weighty  things  in  it.     As,. 

Firfii  It  implies  the  complctir. j  and  pcrfefting  of  Chirift's  work, 
that  he  came  into  the  world  about.  After,  his  work  was  ended, 
then  he  fat  down  and  refted  from  thofe  labours,  Heb.x.  11,  la. 
<*  Every  prieft  ftandeth  daily  mijiiftering,  and  offering  oftentimes 
«*  the  fame  facrificesi  which  can  never  take  a^'ay  fins:  but  this 
•'  man  when  he  had  once  offered  one  facrificc  for  fins,  for  era 
«  fat  down  on  the  right-hand  of  O^Hi.**  Here  he  affighs  a  doobie 
difterence  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  Le\itical  priefts^  they  ftandi 
which  is  the  podure  of  fervants  •,  he  fits,  which  is  the  pdftnre  of  a 
I^rd.  They  (land  daily,  becaufc  their  facrificcs  carniot  tsdcesway 
fin ;  he  did  his  work  Ailly,  by  one  cfiering}  and  after  that,  fits 
or  reiVs  for  ever  in  heaven.  And  this  (as  the  accurate  and  judi* 
cious  Dr  Reynolds  *.obferves)  wjis  excellently  figured  to  us  in  the 
'ftrk,  which  was  a  lively  type  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  pardcularly  im 

•  Pr  £dward  Reyntlds,  on  PlUffl  ex.  p.  359  3^ 
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this^  it  had  rings  by  wUch  it  was  carried  iqi  and  down^'tiHiit  laft 
It  reiled  in  Solomon's  templc>  with  glorious  and  triumphal  ibfemw 
nity,  Pfal.  cxxxii.  8,  9.  2  Chron.v.  13.  SoChrift,  wliikliewas 
here  on  earth,  being  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghbft  and  wifii»ni» 
went  about  doing  good,  Afbx.  38.  and  having  ceafed  from^hk 
works,  did  at  laft  •enter  into  his  reft,  Heb.  v.  10.  wlack « the  ' 
heavenly  temple,  Rtv^xi.  19- 

Secondly f  His  *  fitting  down  at  God's  right-hand,  notes  thehi^ 
content  and  fatis&£lian  of  God  the  Father  in  hinij  and  in  his 
work.  <«  The  Lord  faki  to  toy  Lord,  fit  thou  on  my  right^Jiand^*' 
the  words  are  brought  in  as  the  words  of  the  Father,  wtlcomiiig 
£hrift  to  heaven ;  and  (as  it  wore)  congratulating  the  happy  ac- 
compliflnnent  of  his  mdft  difficult  work.  And  it  is  as  if  he  had 
ftid,  «  O  my  Son,-  what  fhaii  be  done  for  thee  this  day  ?  Thou 
'<  haft  finiihed  a  gr^  work,  and  in  aft  the  parts  of  it  acquitted  thy* 
<^  felf  as  an  able  and  faithful  fertant  to  me ;  what  boncxnrs  fliaU  I 
'<  now  beftew  upo»  thee  ?  Ther^ghsft  glory  in  heareo:  is.not  too 
**'-  high  fiM?'  thee ;  eome  lit  at  my  right-hand."  O  how^dl  is  h^ 
t>leafed  with  Ckrift, .  and  what  he  hath  done !  He  ddigfated  great- 
if  to  behold  him-  here  in  his  work  on  earth,  and  by  a  voice  from 
the  excellent  glory  he  told  lum  To,  when  he  fpake  from  heaven 
to  him,  faying,  <<-^hou  art  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
*<  pteafed,*^  Z  ^^.  i.  17.  And  himfelf  tells  us,  John  x.  17. 
^  Therefore  d^rth  loy  Father  love  me,  becaufe  I  lay  dpwn  mj 
*«life/*  tste.  Ibr  it  w^s  a  Work  that  the  heart  of  God.had  been 
ffk  upcm  iS-om  eternity.    He  todk  infinite  deHght  in  it;       ■ 

Thirdiyj  Chrift^s  fittidig  6^ti  at  God's  ri^t-hand  in  hea^ven^ 
notes  the  advancement  of  Chrift's  human  nature  to  the  higheft 
honour;  even  to-be- the  objeA  of  adoration  to  angels  and  men. 
For.  it  is  properly  his  human  nature  that  is  the  fubjeft  of  all 
-rilis  honour  and  ^fiidvaneement$  and  being  advanced  to  the  right- 
liand  of  Majefty,  it  is  become  an  objeft  of  worftiip  and  adoration. 
Not  fimply,  as  it  is  fieii  and  blood,  but  as  it  is  perfonally  united 
to  the  fecond  peribn,  and  enthroned  in  the  fupreme  glory  of  heavem 
O  here  is  the  myftery,  that  fiefli  and  blood  ihould  c%'er  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  higheft  throne  of  majefty,  and  being  there  inftalled 
in  that  glory,  we  may  now  dircdl  our  worfhip  to  him  as  God»man; 
and  to  this  end  w^s  his  humanity  fo  advanced,  that  it  might  be  •- 
adored  and  wftrfliipped  by  all.  "  The  Father  hath  committed  all 
^<  judgment  to  the  Son,   that  all  men  fhould  honour  the  Son» 

*  They  are  faid  to  Qt  down,  wHq  reft  from  their  labour,  afid  thereby  refrclli 
themfelires.  Gen.  xviii.  i.  in  which  fenfe  fome  underftand  what  is  faid  of  ChrilL 
To  fit.  at  God's  right-hand,  L  e.  in  the  heavens,  to  reft  in  that  eternal  blcffcdneff 
with  God,  from  thefe  labours  and  noiferics  to  which  be  voluntarily  fubjcdted  him- 
fcUfortt*.    Mavau*  qh the wQrd Kq ^L 
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*^  cmi  as  diC7  hoooinr  tbe  Father.'*  Ajod  the  Father  w3i  accept 
tf  so  honour  divided  from  his  tionour.  Therefore  it  is  added  in 
the  ekni^  ^*  He  that  hononreth  not  die  Son,  hOBOuretii  not  the 
<«-  Fadies  wUch  hath  ftnt  him,"  John  ▼•  22,  aj.  Henoe  the 
apoikiea,  in  the  falutadons  of  their  epiftles,  beg  for  grace,  merqr, 
and  peaces  from  God  the  father,  and  our  l^ord  Jefiis  Chrift ;  apd 
in  thdrvaiediShonSj  they  defire  the  grace  of  ouv  hovd  Jefus  Chrift 
totfaechoBches. 

FounUy^  It  imports  the  ioTereignty  a^d  fupremacy  of  Chrift 
6frbt  aik  The  inveititiure  of  Chri^l,  with  aathoiity  over  the  ca^ 
fire  of  both  worlds:  for  this  belongs  to  him  that  fits  down  upon 
his  dirone.  When  the  Father  £ttd  to  him*,  Sit  a^  my  right-h^u^ 
he  (Ud  therein  deKver  to. him  iSbc.diJpef^aikn'  and-  e^eonfimf  c£  the 
kiagdom.  Put  the  awfol  fceptre  o£  goveron^^t  iiito  ihis  hand^ 
and  fo  the  apoftle  interprets  and  underlbiwls  it»  :  i  Gor.  xv.  25. 
*<  He  moft  reign  ttH  he  hsnee  put  all  his  eoefrties  Mvder  his  feet." 
And  to  this  porpofe,  the  £une  apaftte  aceoi9un04»te%  (H  ^ofH  ex- 
pounds) the  woyds  of  the  Pfahntft,  <<  ThM  9iad^  hm  a  iittk 
^  lower  than  the  angeis,"  i.  e.  in  rdipcQ  of  his  hvmUed  ftate  01^ 
earth,  <<  thou  crownedi^  him  with  glory  and  h^Cipnr,  smd  didft 
f^  fet  hnn  otrer  the  wcnrks  of  thy  hands,  thov  haft  put  all  things 
^*  in.  fiib^e^^ion  wader  his  feet,"  Heb.  ii.  7,  8.-  He  is  over  the 
ipiritttal  kingdom,  the  Church,  abfolute  Lord  tti^re,  Mat.  xxvin. 
1^  i^f  2o.  He  is  alfo  Lord  over  the  proiriiential  kaigdoiB, 
the  whole  world,  FfaL  ex.  2.  And  this  providential^  kingdom, 
being  fubordinate  to  his  fpiritual  kingdom;  im  orders  and  ndcs 
this,,  for  the  advantage  and  benefk  tb^reof,  £pb.  i.  22. 

Fifthly^  To  fit  at  God's  right-hand  with  his  enemies  foir  a  foot^ 
ftool,  implies  Chrifi  to  be  a  coTiqueror  aver  all  hU  enfmies.  To  have 
his  enemies  u^fider  Ids  feet,  notes  perfe^  con<}i«e():  and  complete 
victory.  As  when  Joilhua  it^t  his  foot  upon  the  necks  of  the  Jpogfr: 
80  Taanerlape  made  proud  Bajazet  his  fbotftocdf.  They  trampled 
his  name,  and  his  iaints,  under  their  feel,  and  ChriA  will  tread 
them  under,  his  feet.  It  is  true  indeed  this  victory  is  incomplete 
and  incoriftimmate ;  for  i;ow  ^^  we  fee  not  yet  ail  tiling  put  i^ider 
«*  him,  (faith  the  apoitlc)  but  we  fee  Jefus  crowned  wkh  glory 
«  and  honour,''  and  that  is  enough.  !&iough  to  (hew  the  power 
of  his  enemies  is  now  broken  \  and  though  they  make  fome  oppo- 
■   ■    1*  .    ■       ■  *       ,.  ■    ^     . 

•  Therefore  this  fittiiicf  down  of  Chriil  at  the  FaUier'«right«haad,4oct  nM  figaiff 
properly  that  glory  and  cliential  kingdom  which  wascommont©  the  Son  of  God  with 
Che  Fath€r  from  etcruity,  for  in  thi»  rcfpcd  even  the  Holy  S|>irit  fits  at  th«  righN 
hand  of  God;  but  the  economical  and  voluntary  kingdom*  over  which  be  is  &p^ 
pointed  asQf^Opwrof,'  i.  e.  God-man  and  Mediator  by  the  Father*  fiar  the  g»ther«i 
ing  in  and  ^icfrnding  of  his  church.     Synopf,  fur,  Tbef^,  I>/J^.  *^.  f.  343. 

t  The  man  who  fo  often  terrified  the  city  of  Conftantinnj>)e,  ww*  dog  and  « 
fcotftool  under  Tamerlaac.     A:irct\  Fe^K 
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fidon  ftaiy  yet  it  16  to  ho  purpofe  at  sdlv  for  he  »  fo  infiftite^ 
above  them,  that  they  muft  fall  before  him  ^  it  is  not  with  Chrlft 
as  it  \^as  with  Ab^ah,  againft  whom  Jeroboam  prevoiledy  l)eciufe 
^be  was  young  and  tenider-hearted,  and  could  not  withAand  theow 
His  incapacity  and  weairufs  gave  the  watchful  enemy  an  advantagf? 
over  him.  I  fiiy^  it  is  not  fo  with  Chrift,  he  is  ,at  God-s  right- 
hand.  And  ail  the  power  of  God  ftands  ready  bent  to  firike 
through  his  enemies,  .as  it  is  PfaK  ex.  5. 

Sixthlfy  Chrift's  fitting  in  heaven  notes  to  us  the  great  and  won-  ^ 
derful  change  that  is  made  upon  the  ftate  and  condition  of  ChrUis 
fince  his  s^cenfion  into  heaven.  Ah,  it  is  £ir  otherwiTe  with  him 
n6w,  than  it  was  in  the^days  of  his  huxniliatlon  here  on  earth. 
'.Quantum  midatus  ah  illoj  Oh,  what  a  wonderful  change  hath 
heaven  made  upon  him!  It  were  .good  (as  a  *  Worthy  of  oqm 
ijpedks)  to  compare  in  our  thoughts  the  abafement  of  Chrift»  and 
his  exaltt^tkm  together ;  as  it  were  in  columns,  one  over  againft 
the  other*  He  vras  bora  in.  a  ftaUe,  but  now  he  reigns  in  Ins 
royal  palace.  Then  he  had  a  nuu^tr  for  his  cradle,  but  now  he 
iits  00  a  dialr  of  flate*  Then  oxen  and  ailes  were  his  con^>anionss 
now  thoufands'pf  faints,  aiid  ten  thoufands  of  angels  minify 
round  about  his  throne.  Then  in  contempt,  they  called  Um  the 
Carpenter* s  foHy  now  he  obtains  a  min-e  excellent  name  than  angels. 
Then  he  Avas  kd  aWay  into  the  wildernefs  to  be  tempted  of  the 
devil,  now  it  is  proclaimed  before  him,  <<  let  all  the  angels  of  God 
worihip  him.^  Then  he  had  not  a  place  to  lay  hb  head  on,  now 
he  16  exalted  to  be  heir  of  all  things*  ,  In  his  ftat&  of  humiliation, 
<*  he  endured  the  contradi^on  of  finners  }"  in  his  ftate  of  esaltsh* 
ticNA,  *«  he  is  adored  and  admired  by  faints  »Mi  angels."  Then 
<<  he  had  no  fbnn  or  comeUnefs  ;  and  when  we  faw  him,  there 
<<  was  no  beauty,  why  we  ihould  defire  him :"  Now  the  beauty  of 
his  countenance  ihall  fend  forth  fuch  glorious  beams,  as  £haU 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  all  the  celeftial  inhabitants  round  about  him, 
&c. 

O  what  a  change  is  this  I  Here  he  fweated,  but  tl^re  he  fits. 
Here  he  groaned,  but  there,  he  triumphs.  Here  he  lay  upon  the 
l^round,  tliere  he  fits  in  the  throne  of  glory.  Wlven.he  came  to 
heaven, 'his  Father  did  as  it  were  thus  befp^  him..  • 

My  dear  Son,*  what  an  hard  travail  baft  thou  had  cfit?    What -a 

world  of  woe  hqft-  ibau  pe^ed  tbrotighy  in  tbe^retigth  of  thy  love  to  me 

and  rmneiUB?  Thm  hefi  been  hungry y  thirfly^  weary,  fcourged,  cru- 

,cifiedy  and  reproached:  jih,.what  had  ufage  ha/l  thou  had  in  the  am- 

.gratefiil  world  J  Not  e^d^f-s  refifir  c^ortfmce  th9u  n»etUefl  ouifrom 

ene  ;  ha  no^u^tbffujfering days  areflccompl^jed  r  n6w  thy  reft  is  come, 

■'■     ■      .       I       m.i  7..i..„<  ,      ■ 

MsT.Caik,  Pi^pk,.p»rt3.p.  ax.       .     .   ^     » 
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fjl? /Jr  everrA^ii  tienc forth  Jit  at  my  rtgbt'handi  Henceforth  tbnt 
fiaU  grvoftf  weepj  or  Ueed  m  wore.     Sit  thou  at  my  rightJlfaftd. 

S^mthlyy  pirift'a  fitting  at  G<)d's  right>-hand|  impiiet  the  ad^ 
vartcement  if  believM  to  the  htghefi  honour :  For  this  fefficm  of 
Chrift's  refpe^  thenl,  and  there  he  fits  as  our  feprefentative,  in 
which  regard  we  ate  made  to  fit  with  him  in  heavenly  places,  as 
the  apoftfe  fpeaks,  Eph.  ii;  6.  How  feoire  may  we  be  (faith  Ter^ 
tullian)  who  do  now  already  pofiefs  the  kingdom  ?  meaning  in  our 
Head^  Chrift.  This  (iaith  another)  is  all  my  hope>  and  all  my 
eonfidence^  namely,  that  we  have  a  propcMrtion  in  that  fleih 
and  blood  of  Chrifty  which  is  fi>  exalted,  and  therefore  where  he 
reigns,  we  ihall  reign ;  where  onr  flefh  is  glorified,  we  fliall  be 
glorified.  Surely,  it  is  mattef  of  exceeding  joy  to  believe  that 
Chrift  our  Head,  Our  flefh,  and  blood,  is  in  all  this  glory  at  his 
Father's  right-hand.  Thits  we  have  opened  the  fev^e  and  importance 
of  Chriffsjttting  at  his  Fathet^s  right  hand.    Hence  we  infier. 

Inference  i.  Is  this  fo  great  an  hotiour  to  Chrift,  to  fit  enthroned 
at  Grod's  right  hand  ?  What  honour  then  is  refervei  in  heaven  for 
thrfe  that  are  faithful  to  Chrift ^  novo  on  the  earth  ?  CSirift  prsyed, 
and  his  prayer  was  heard,  John  xvii^  24.  "  That  we  toasf  be  with 
<<  him  to  behold  the  glory  that  God  hath  given  luin^  and  what 
heart  can  conceive  the  felicity  of  fuch  a  fight  f  It  made  Stephen's 
£ice  fhine  as  the  face  of  an  angel,  when  he  had  but  a  glimpfe  of 
Chrift  at  his  Father's  right-hand.  ^  Thme  eyes  ihall  fee  the  king 
*<  in  his  beauty,"  Ifa.  xxxiii.  1 7.  which  refpe£ted  Hezekiah  in  the 
type^  Chrift  in  the  tnah.  But  this  is  not  all,  though  this  be  nnichf 
-to  be  ipe^tors  of  Chrift  in  his  throne  of  glory ;  we  ihall  not  only 
iee  him  in  his  throne,  but  alio  fit  with  him  enthroned  in  glory* 
To  behold  him  is  much,  but  to  fit  with  him  is  more.  I  remember 
it  was  the  faying  of  a  heavenly  ChriiHan,  now  with  Chrift,  / 
would  far  rather  look  but  through  the  hole  of  ChrifPs  door^  to  fee  hut  one 
half  of  his  fair ejl  and  moft  comely  face^  [_for  he  b^  like  heaven"]  fuppeft 
Ijbould  never  win  to  fee  his  excellency  and  glory  to  the  fidl ;  than  to 
enjoy  the  flowery  the  hloom^  and  chiefeft  excellency  of  the  gkry  and  riches 
often  worlds.  And  you  know  how  the  Queen  of  the  South  fainted 
at  the  fight  of  Solomon  in  his  glory.  But  this  fight  you  fhall  have 
of  Chrift,  will  change  you  into  his  likenefs.  «<  We  fhall  be  like 
««  him  (faith  the  apoftle)  for  wc  ihall  fee  him  as  he  is,"  i  John  iii. 
2.  He  will  place  us  as  it  were  in  his  own  throne  with  hhn.  So 
runs  the  promife.  Rev.  iii.  21.  <<  To  him  that  overcometh,  I  will 
grant  to  iit  with  me  iii  tnv  throne }  even  as  I  alio  overcame,  and 
«*  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  in  his  thrbne  j*'  and  fo  2  Tim.  ii. 
12.  "  If  wc  fuflSa-  with  him,  we  ihall  alfo  reign  with  him."  The 
Father  fet  Chrift  on  his  right-hand,  and  Qirift  will  iist  the  faints 
on  his  right  hand.    So  you  know  the  iheep  are  placed  by  the  apr 
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gels  at  the  great  day/  Mat.  xxv.  and  fo  the  charch»  under  the 
figure  of  the  daughter  of  Egjpt,  whom  Solomon  married,  is  placed 
"  on  the  king's  right  hand,  in,  gold  of  Ophir,"  PfaL  xlv.  This 
hononr  have  all  the  faints.  O  amazing  love  I  What,  we  fet  on 
thrones,  while  as  good  as  we  bj  nature  howl  in  flames  i .  O  what 
manner  of  love  is  this  !  Thefe  expreflions  indeed  do  not  intend 
that  the  faints  ihall  be  fet  in  higher  glorf  than  Chrift ;  or  that 
they  ihall  have  a  parity  of  glory  with  Chrift,  for  in  all  thmgs  he 
muft  have  the  pre-eminence:  But  they  note  the  great  honour 
that  Chrift  will  put  upon  the  faints  \  as  alfo,  that  his  glory  fhall 
be  their  glory  in  heaven.  «*  As  the  glory  of  the  hufband  rc- 
<«  dounds  to  the  wife  5  *  and  again,  their  glory  will  be  his  glory, 
2  Thef.  i.  10.  and  fo  it  will  be  a  fociai glory.  O,  it  is  admirable 
to  think,  whither  free  grace  hath  already  mounted  up  poor  dufi: 
and  afhes ! 

To  think  how  nearly  related  now  to  this  royal,  princely  Jefus ! 
But  how  much  higher  are  the  defigns  of  grace,  that  are  not  yet 
come  to  their  parturient  fulnefs,  they  look  beyond  all  this  that  we 
now  know !  "  No\>  are  we  the  fons  of  X3od,  but  it  doth  not  yet  ap- 
«<  pear  what  we  fhall  be,"  i  John  iii.  2.  Ah  what  reafon  have  you 
to  honour  Chrift  on  earthy  who  is  preparing  fuch  honours  for  you 
in  heaven. 

Infer,  2.  Is  Chrift  Jefus  thus  enthroned  in  heaven,  then  how  int" 
po/ftble  is  it,  that  ever  his  interefl fhould  mifcarry  orfnk  on  earth  ?  The 
church  hath  many  fubtle  and  potent  enemies.  True,  but  as 
Haman  could  not  prevail  againft  the  Jews,  whilft  Efther  their 
friend  fpake  for  them  to  the  king,  no  more  can  they,  whilft  our 
Jefus  fits  at  his,  and  our  Father's  right-hand.  Will  he  fuffer  his 
enemies  that  are  under  his  feet,  to  rife  up  and  pull  out  his  eyes, 
think  you  ?  Surely  they  that  touch  his  people,  touch  the  very  apple 
«  of  his  eye,"  Zech.  ii.  8.  **  He  muft  reign  till  his  enemies  arc 
««  put  under  his  feet,"  i  Cor.  xv.  25.  The  enemy  under  his 
feet,  fliall  not  deftroy  the  children  in  his  arms.  He  fits  in  hea- 
ven on  purpofe  to  manage  all  to  the  advantage  of  his  church,  Eph. 
L  22.  Are  our  enemies  powerful;  lo  our  King  fts  on  the  rights 
iand  of  power.  Are  they  fubtle  and  deep  in  their  contrivance;  He 
that  fits  on  tlie  throne,  overlooks  all  they  do.  Heaven  overlooks 
hell.  *«  He  that  fits  in  heaven  beholds,"  and  derides  their  at- 
tempts, PfaL  iL  4.  He  may  permit  his  enemies  to  fbraiten  them 
in  one  place,  but  it  ihall  be  for  their  enlargement  in  another. 
For  it  is  with  the  church,  as  it  is  with  the  fea  ;  what  it  lofes  in 
one  place,  it  gets -it  another;  and  fo  really  lofes  nothing.  -  He 

Vol.  I.  3  U 
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aajr  fiifier  tbefat  life  to  dUfards  ns  io  <«tw«nb»  but  ihaU  be  re- 
cnnpcnfed  with  inward  and  better  mercies  \  and  (b  we  fliaU  loTe 
nothing  bjr  that.  A^footftool  yon  know  is  ufefiil  to  him  that  treads 
on  it,  and  fianref  to  lift  him  up  higher ;  fi>  (hall  Chrift's  enemies 
be  to  him  and  his^  albeit  thej  thmk  not  {o*  What  &ignlar  be« 
nefits  the  oppositions  of  his  enemies,  occafion  to  his  people;  I 
have  *  eUewhere  difcovered,  to  wUch  I  may  refer  mj  reader} 
and  pafito 

Inf.  3«  Is  Chrift  iet  down  on  the  right-hand  of  the  Majeftjr  in 
heaven  ?  O  with  whai  ofufui  reverend  fioM  tve  apptMnb  Inm  in  tie 
duties  of  his  worfbip  /  Away  with  Ught  and  krw  thmights  of  Cbrift. 
Away  whh  formal,  irreverent,  and  careleTs  frames  in  praying, 
hearing,  receiving,  yea,  in  conferring^  and  fpesddng  of  Chrrft. 
Away  with  all  deadnefs,  and  drowfineft  in  duties  \  for  he  is  a 
great  King  with  whom  you  have  to  do.  A  King,  to  whom  the 
lings  of  the  earth  are  but  as  little  bits  of  clay.  Lo^  the  angeb  co« 
ver  their  faces  in  his  prefence.     He  is  an  adoraUe  Majefty. 

When  John  had  a  vifion  of  this  enthroned  King^  about  fixty 
years  after  his  afceniion ;  fuch  was  the  over-powering  glory  of 
Chrift,  nr  the  fan  when  it  Jbtneth  in  its  Jlrengthy  that  when  he 
fxm  him,  he^fell  at  his  feet  as  dead,  and  died  it  is  Uke  he  had,  if 
Chrift  had  not  laid  his  hand  on  bim,  and  faid,  <<  Fear  not,  I  am 
<c  the  firft  and  the  laft  ;  I  am  be  that  liveth,  and  was  dead,  zsA 
«  behold  I  am  alive  for  evermore,"  Rev.  i.  17,  18.  When  be 
appeared  to  Saul  in  the  w^  to  Damafcus,  it  was  in  glory  above 
tike  glory  of  the  fun,  which  overpowered  him  aUb>  and  hid  him 
as  one  dead  upon  the  ground. 

O  that  you  did  but  know  what  a  glorious  Lord  you  worflup  and 
iervc.  Who  makes  the  very  place  of  his  feet  gkrims^  wherever  he 
comes.  Surely  He  is  greatly  to  he  feared  in  the  affemUy  (fbisfmnts^ 
and  to  be  bad  in  reverence  tf  all  that  are  round  about  him.  There  b 
iodeea  a  tappiktm  boldnefs  or  free  liberty  of  fpeech  allowed  to  the 
faints,  Eph.  iii.  1 2.  But  no  rudenefs  or  irreverence.  We  may 
indeed  come,  as  the  children  of  a  king  come  to  the  father,  who  b 
both  their  awful  fovereign,  and  tender  father;  which  double  rela- 
tion caufes  a  due  mixture  of  love,  and  reverence  in  their  hearts, 
when  they  come  before  him.  You.may  be  free^  but  not  ruie^  in 
his  prefence.  Though  he  be  your  Father,  Brother,  Friend ;  yet 
the  didance  betwixt  him  and  you  is  ivfiniu. 

Inference  4.  If  Chrijl  he  fo  gloriaufiy  advanced  in  the  high^ 
t6rone\f  then  none  need  to  reckon  them/elves  dififcnoured^  hy  fuferirtg 

*  A  Saint  indeed 
.  f  It  ii  no  difgracc  fgr  ut  to  fAfier  what  Chrift  faiTcred,  nor  ii  it  as  j  gkry  for  jaa 
to  do  vrhat  Judas  did.    Hitnn^to, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


SfiHU.  XLI.  The  Feutaain  rf  L^e.  573 

the  vile/I  things  for  his  fake^.  The  very  chains  and  fuffierings  <^ 
Chrift  have  glory  in  them.  Hence  Moles  '<  efteemed  the  Tery 
«  reproaches  of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  the  trtafives  of  Egypt/* 
Heb,  xi.  26.  He  faw  an  excellency  in  the  very  vorft  thi^  of 
y  Chrift,  hie  reproaches  and  fufferings,  as  made  him  kap  out  of  his 
honours^  and  riches  into  them.  He^did  not,  (as  one  faith)  only 
tndure  the  reproacha  of  Chrift ^  but  counted  them  treafures.  To  be 
reckxmed  among  his  honours  and  things  of  value.  So  Umanuls 
^^  reports  of  Ludovicus  Marfacus,  a  noble  knight  of  France,  when  he 
f^  was  led  with  other  martyrs,  that  were  bound  with  cordb,  to  exe- 
cution )  and  he  for  his  diflpiity  was  not  bound,  he  cried,  give  me 
nay  cha^  too,  let  me  be  a  knight  of  the  fame  orderf .  DHgrace  k- 
felf  is  honourable,  when  it  is  endured  lor  the  Lard  of  Gkrj.  And 
iurely  there  is  (as  one  phrafeth  it)  a  little  paradife,  a  young  hea-^ 
ven,  in  iufferings  for  Ouift.  If  there  were  nothing  elfe  in  it,  hot 
that  they  are  endured  on  his  account,  it  would  richly  reward  all 
we  can  endure  for  him  ;  but  if  we  coniider  how  exceeding  kind 
Chrift  is  to  them,  that  count  it  theii"  glory  to  be  abafed  for  him ; 
that  thoiigh  he  be  always  Idnd  to  his  people,  (yet  if  we  may  fi> 
^ak)  he  overco'meth  himfdf  in  kindnefs,  when  they  fiifl^  fdt 
lum ;  it  would  make  men  in  love  with  his  reproaches. 

Inf.  5»  If  Chrift  fat  not  donvn  to  reft  in  beavetiy  titi  he  h0dfimfi^ 
id  his  work  on  earth  y  then  it  is  in  vain  for  iu  to  thiffk  of  re/l,  tiil  tve 
have  finifhed  our  tuori^  as  Chrift  alfo  did  his. 

How  willingare  we  to  findi^eft  iMre  I  To  dreaffi  ef  that,  wUeh 
Chrift  never  found  in  this  world,  nor  any  ever  found  before  us. 
O  think  not  of  refting,  till  yon  have  done  working  and  done  fin- 
ning. Your  life  and  your  labours  muft  end  together.  «  Write 
"  (faith  the  Spirit)  blefled  are  the  dead  that  die  b  the  Lord,  foK 
«<  they  reft  from  their  labours,'*  ,Rev.  xiv.  13.  Here  you  muft 
have  thefweatf  and  there  thafweet.  It  is  too  much  to  have  twa 
heavens.  Here  you  muft  be  content  to  dwell  in  the  tents  cfKedar; 
hereafter  you  fliall  be  within  the  curtains  of  Solomon,  Heaven  is  the 
place  of  which  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  there  the  ^veary  be  at  r^. 
O  think  not  of  fitting  down  on  this  fide  heaven.  There  are  four 
things  will  keep  the  faints  from  fitting  down  on  earth  to  reft,  viz. 
grace,  comtption,  devils  and  wicked  men. 

Firftj  Grace  will  not  fuffer  you  to  reft  here.    Its  tendencies  arc 

beyond  this  world.     It  will  be  locking  and  longing  for  the  ble& 

.    fed  liope.     A  gracious  perfon  takes  himielf  for  a  pilgrim,  feekJng 

a  better  country,  and  is  always  fufpicious  of  danger  in  every  place 

and  ftate.     It  is  ftill  beating  up  the  fluggiih  heart  with  fuch  Ian- 


*  Dr  MaatoB  on  Jam.  p.  aaS. 

t  Cur  tifwnme  fucjuc  Ur^ue  dnuu  f  £t  ifjiffut  ht^tu  frMr  militm  cntu  t  Thuan* 
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guage  as  that,  Mic.  ii.  lo.  <<  Arife,  depart,  this  b  not  thy  reft, 
«  for  it  is  polluted."  Its  further  tendencies  and  continual  jealou- 
fiesy  will  keep  you  firom  fitting  Icnagfiill  in  this  world. 

Secondly^  Your  corruptions  will  keep  you  from  reft  here.  They 
will  continually  exercife  your  fpirits^  and  keep  you  upon  your 
watch.  Saints  have  their  hands. filled  with  work  by  their  own 
hearts  every  day.  Sometimes  to  prevent  fin  ;  and  fometimes  to 
lament  it.  And  always  to  watch  and  fear,  to  mortify  and  kill  it. 
Sin  will  not  long  fiiffer  you  to  be  quiet,  Rom.  vii.  21,  22,  23,  24. 
And  if  a  bad  heart  will  not  break  your  reil  here,  then, 
:•  Thirdly f  There  is  a  buly  devil  will  do  it.  He  will  find  you 
«Fork  enough  with  his  temptations  and  fuggeftions,  and  except  yoo 
can  fleep  quietly  in  his  arms  as  the.  wicked  do,  there  is  no  reft  to 
be  expelled.  "  Your  advcrfary,  the  devil,  goeth  about  as.a  roar- 
5*  ing  lion,  feeking  whom  he  majt  devour  j  whom  refift,"  i  Pet. 
y.  8. 

.  Fourthly y  Nor  will  his  fervants  and  inflruments  let  ybu  be  quiet 
on  this  fide  heaven.  *  Hieir  very  name  fpeaks  their  tiirboient 
difpofition.  '<  My  foul  (faith  the  holy  man)  is  among  lions,  and 
4«  I  lie  even  among  ^  them  that  are  fet  on  fire,  even  the  fons  of 
«<  men,  whole  teeth  are  fpears  and  arrows,"  Pfal.  Ivii.  4,  WcU 
then,  be  content  to  enter  into  your  reft,  as  Chriil  did  into  his. 
■He  fweat,  then  fat,  and  fo  muft  you. 


SERMON    XLII. 

Christ's  Advent  to  Judgment,  being  the  fofirth  and  laft  Degree 
oJF  his  Exaltation^  illuftrated  and  improved. 

Acts  x,  42. 

,And  he  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people^  and  to  ttflify  that  it  is 
he  which  was  ordaituid  of  God  to  be  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 

CHRIST  enthroned  in  the  liigheft  glory  in  heaven  is  there  to 
abide  for  the  eficftual  and  fuccefsful  government,  both  of 
the  world,  and  of  the  church,  until  the  number  given  him  by  the 
Father,,  before  the  world  was,  and  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  the 
crofs,  be  gathered  in ;  and  then  cometh  tl\e  judgment  of  the  great 
day,  wliich  will  pcrfeftly  feparate  the  precious  from  the  vile  j  put 
the  redeemed  in  full  poiTeffion  of  the  purchafe  of  his  blood  in  hea- 

•  ^ttn  Jnquietum  ejfe.     TurbuUaiar* 
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ven,  and  «  then  (hall  he  delive/  up  th^  kingdom  to  las  Father^ 
<«  that  God  may  be  all  in  all." 

This  laft  aft  of  Chrift,  namely,  his  judging  the  world,  is  a  fpe- 
cial  part  of  his  exaltation  and  honour  beftowed  upon  him,  <<  be- 
<«  caufe  he  is  the  Son  of  man,"  John  v.  27.  In  that  day  (hall  his* 
glory,  as  King,  and  abfolute  Lord,  fhine  forth  as  the  fun  when 
it  ihineth  in  its  ftrength.  O  what  an  honour  will  it  be  to  the  man 
Chrift  Jefus,  who  ftood  arraigned  and  condemned  at  Pilate's  bar^ 
to  fit  upon  the  great  white  throne,  furrounded  with  thoufands, 
and  ten  thoufands  of  angels !  men  4ihd  devils  waitihg  ap6n  kim  to 
receive  the  final  fentence  from  his  mouth.  In  this  will  the  gtory 
of  Chrift's  (bvereignty  and  power  be  'eminently  and  illuftriouily  di^ 
played  before  angels  and  men*.  *  And  this  is  that  great  ti>uth 
which  he  commanded  to  be  preached  and  teftified  to  the  people, 
namely,  that  it  is  <<  he  which  is  ordained  of  God  to  be  the  Judge 
<«  of  quick  and  dead." 

Wherein  we  have  four  things  to  be  diftinftly  confidcred,  viz. 
The  fubjeft,  objeft,  fountain  and  truth  of  the  fupreme  jucUdary 
authority. 

Firjl^  The  ful^eft  of  it,  Chrift,  it -is  he  that  is  ordained  to  be 
Judge.  Judgment  is  the  aft  of  the  whole  undivided  Tri^ty.  The 
Father  and  Spirit  judge,  as  well  as  Chrift,  in  reipeft  of  authority 
and  confent,  but  it  is  the  aft  of  Chrift,  in  refpeft  of  viiible  ma- 
nagement and -execution,  and  fo  it  is  \A%  per  proprittatem^  by  pro^ 
priety^  the  Father  having  conferred  it  upon  him,  as  the  Son  of 
man;  but  not  his  per  appropriationem,  fo  as  to  exclude  dther  the 
Father  or  Spirit  from  their  authority,  for  they  judge  by  liim. 

Secondly^  The  objeS  of  Chrift's  judiciary  authority.  The  quick 
and  deadf  L  e.  all  that  at  his  coming  do  live,  or  ever  had  lived* 
This  is  the  OhjeB  perfonal*  AU  men  and  women  that  ever  fprang 
from  Adam ;  all  the  apoftate  fpirits  that  fell  from  he^oren,  and 
are  referved  in  chains  to  the  judgment  of  this  great  day.  Ahd  in 
this  perfonal  objeft,  is  included  the  real  ohjeBy  viz.  all  the  aftionsf, 
both  fecret  and  open,  that  ever  they  did,  2  Cor.  v.  5.  Rom.  ii.  16. 

Thirdly^  The  Fountain  of  this  delegated  authority,  which  is  God 
the  Father*,  for  he  hath  ordained  Chrift  to  be  the  Judge.  "  He 
**  is  appointed! ,"  as  the  Son  of  man,  to  this  honourable  office 
and  work.  The  word  notes,  a  firm  cftablifhment  of  Chrift  in  that 
office  by  Us  Father.  He  is  now,  by  right  of  .redemption,  Lord 
and  King.  He  enafts  laws  for  government,  then  he  comes  to 
judge  of  men's  obedience  and  difobedience  to  his  laws. 


♦  To  the  royal  dijrnity  doth  belong  that  power  or  authority  by  which  Chrift  J8 
made  the  Judge  of  all  men  and  angeh.    Amef,  Mtd,  p.  117. 
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f9mrthl}^  tsA  Uftly,  Here  is  tke  infiilfible  tnith^  or  tinquriKnn* 
able  certainty  of  all  this :  «  He  gave  us  commandm^  to  preach 
w  and  teftifyit  to  the  people."  Wehad  it  in  charge  fh>m  his  own 
nputb  \  and  dare  not  lude  it.  Hence  the  point  of  do&ine  k 
plainhr  thisj 

he  the  Judge  ef  quick  and  dead* 

Tbis  truth  ftands  upon  the  firm  bofis  of  fcriptuxe  autfaontj. 
Tpu  bftTO  it  from  his  own  hsmi^  him  t.  21*  ^*  The  Father  jodg- 
9*  dlkw^muu  but  hafch  oBwiinittrd  all  judggwaiC to  the  SoB»*yiz. 
b  lint  ienfe  befcxre  giveix.  And  fb  the  apoftle*  ASs  xviL  31. 
<«  He  hath  ^ppcnnted  %  doff  bx  the  which  he  will  judge  the  wnrid 
#<  w  rig^teoufne&f  bjr  die ncoa  whom  he  htrh  ordained;  vhcreof 
^<  he  hath  given  aflurance,**  {5V.  And  again;  Rom.  iL  16.  *<  In 
if  the  day  when  God  fluU  Judge  the  iberets  of  men  by  Jcfus 
4€  Cbrift."  Thice  things  wtU  be  opened  bene.  Fitji,  The  ceram- 
ty  of  a  judgment  to  come.  Secondly ^  The  quality  and  natuic  of  it 
TlMrdly^  iW  it  is  a  ijpectal  part  of  Cfarift's  nalfatinn  to  be  ap- 
pointed Judge  io  this  (by. 

Ftrfi%  The  certainty  of  a  judgment.  This  is  a  truth  of  firmer 
9&  cert  'f!  of   ^^^"^^^taiex^  than  heavea  and  earth,    k  is  no 

.  ii^V'-^2^  devifed  fable,  no  cunmng  artifice  to  keep  die 
aju^mem.  ^^^^  ^  ^^j  j^  ^  thing  le  cBnisffcdly  true  as 

it  is  «wfuUy  folemn*    For, 

Fi^i  As  the  Scriptures  aforementioned  (with  thefis,  1  Cor.  t. 
lo»  Ecclef.  xii.  14.  Matt.  xii.  3$.  and.  many  other,  the  true  and 
iailMul  fayings  of  God)  do  very  plainly  reveal  it  ^  fo  the  jufiice 
wd  rigfa^umefs  of  God  require  it  (hould  be  fa  For  the  Judge 
of  all  the  wrth  will  do  right.  Gen.  xviii,  25.  Now  righteoufiie& 
itfctf  requires  that  a  diiference  be  made  betwixt  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked :  '<  Say  ye  to  the  righteous,  it  (hall  be  well  with  him ; 
<(  woe  to  tiie  wicked,  it  flxall  be  ill  with  him,**  Ifa.  iiL  10.  But 
no  fuch  difttncHon  is  generally  and  fully  made  betwixt  one  ano- 
ther in  thi^  world.  Yea,  rather  the  wicked  profper,  and  the 
righteous  pcriili,  «^  There  is  a  juft  man  that  periiheth  in  bis 
<<  rightcoufiiefs,  and  there  is  a  wicked  man  that  prolongeth  hk 
<<  life  in  his  wickcdnefi,  Ecdcf.  vii.  15.  Yea,  not  only  in,  but 
for  bis  rigbteoufne{s,  as  it  may  he  fairly  rendered.  *  ' 

Here  the  *«  wicked  devoureth  the  man  that  is  more  righteous 
«  than  hirofelf,"  Hab.  i.  13.  As  the  fiflies  of  the  fca,  where  the 
great  and  ftrong  fwallow  up  the  fmall  and  weak.  And  even  in 
courts  of  judicature,  where  the  innocent  might  expcft  reficf ; 
there  they  often  meet  with  the  worft  oppreflions.    How  fairiy  and 
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jufUy  therefore  doth  the  wife  man  infer  a  judgment  to  cone  boat 
this  confideration,  Ecclef.  in.  169  17*  «  I  faw  under  the  fun  the 
**  place  of  judgment,  that  wickedaefstfras  there,  and  the  place  of 
'<  righteouihe^,  ^hat  iniquity  was  there;  I  £iid  in  my  hesfft^  God 
<<  (hall  judge  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  \  for  there  is  a  time 
<«  there  for  every  purpofe^  and  for  every  work»''  f .  d.  the  judg- 
ment to  come,  is  the  only  relief  and  fupport  left  to  poor  innocentif 
to  quiet  and  comfort  themfelves  withal*.  To  the  fame  purpofe 
alfb  is  that.  Jam.  v.  6y  7.  <<  Te  have  copdemned  and  kiUed  the 
<^juft^  and  he  doth  not  refift  you ;  be  patient,  therefore^  brethren^ 
^  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord."  It  is  confeflTed,  that  foinetinie^ 
God  vindicates  his  providence  againft  the  Atheifm  of  the  worlds 
by  particular  firokes  upon  the  wicked  -,  but  this  is  but  rare.  And 
as  the  Father  well  obferves,  «  f  if  no  fin  were  punifhed  here,  no 
^'  providefKe  would  be  believed  \  again,  if  every  iin  were  openly 
'^  punifhed  here,  no  judgment  hereafter  could  be  expefted.'*. 
Befides, 

Secondly^  Man  is  a  reafonable  being,  and  every  realbnabie  bemgy 
IS  an  accountable  being.  He  is  a  fub^e£t  capable  of  moral  sovem- 
mcnt.  His  aAions  have  a  relation  to  a  law.  He  is  fwayed  by  re- 
wards and  pmufhments.  He  aAs  by  counfel,  and  therefore  dT  hiar 
actions,  he  muft  expeA  to  give  an  account,  as  it  is  BLom.  xiv^  ix» 
<<  So  then  every  one  of  us,  fhall  give  an  account  of  bimfelJF  to 
<<  God."  Efpecially  if  we  add,  that  all  the  gifts  of  body,  mind, 
efhite,  time,  3cc.  are  fo  many  talents,  concredited  and  betrufted 
to  him  by  God,  and  every  one  of  us  hath  one  talent  at  kaft  y 
therefore  a  time  to  render  an  account  for  all  thefe  talents  will 
come,  Matth.  xxv.  14,  15.  We  are  but  ftewards^  and  ftewarda 
mufl  give  an  account,  in  order  whereto,  there  mufl  be  a  great  audilt 
^ay. 

Thirdly^  And  what  need  we  feek  evidence  of  thb  truth,  further 
than  our  own  confcience?  Lo,  it  is  a  truth  engraven  legibly  upoii 
every  man's  own  breaft.  Every,  one  hath  a  kind  of  little  tribunal^ 
«r  privy  iei&ons  in  his  own  confcience,  which  both  accufes  and  ex-* 
cttfes  fo^  gpod  and  evil,  which  it  could  never  do,  were  there  not 
a  ftiture  jA^dgment,  of  which  it  b  now  confcious  to  itfel£  In  this 
court,  records  are  now  kept  of  all  we  do,  even  of  our  feoret  ac- 
tions and  thoughts,  which  never  yet  took  air ;  but  of  no  judg- 

*  In  confMeringfix g»it lojufticei  I  Itove hetsilatzi  mydeif  ix>  the  jndgpneiit  o# 
Ood,  who  trill  declare  who  are  guilty.  Drufitu.  I  have  applied  this  remedy  to 
this  evil.  Mere.  I  have  comforted  myfelf  againll  thia  injuHice,  with  the  thought 
that  God  judgeth  alL     Geirus. 

f  Si  nulUtm peceaiummatufeJlapUQereturpmtM:  uuUam  effedtvinam pro^idenUam  ere^ 
derftur*  Rurfumj  Jt  omtie  pescaium  aperte  puniretur^  nullum /•tm  jmditimm  eredgreUir.^^^ 
Aug. 
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xnent,  what  heed  of  records  ?  Nor  let  any  imagine,  that  this  may 
be  tut  the  fruit  of  education  and  difcouric.  We  have  heard  of 
fuch  things,  and  fo  are  fcalfed  by  thenl-  For  if  fo,  how  comes  it 
to  obtain  fo  univerfally  ?  Who  could  be  the  author  of  fuch  a  com- 
mon deception  ? 

'  Reader,  bethink  thyfelf  a  little ;  if  thou  haft  a  mind  (as  •  one 
faith)  to  impofe  a  lie  upon  all  the  world,  what  courfe  wooldft 
thou  take  ?  How  wouldft  thou.lay  the  defign  ?  Or  why  doft  thou 
in  this  cafe  imagine  what  thou  knoweft  not  how  to  imagine  ?  It  is 
evident  that  the  very  confciences  of  the  Heathens,  have  thefe 
offices  of  accufing  and  excufing,  Rom.  ii.  15-  And  it  is  hard  to 
imagine,  (as  an  ingenious  author  f  fpeaks)  that  a  general  cheat 
ihould  bow  down  the  backs  of  all  mankind,  and  induce  fo  many 
doubts  and  fears,  and  troubles,  amongft  them;  and  give  an  inter- 
ruption to  the  whole  courfe  of  their  corrupt  living,  and  that  there 
ihould  be  no  account  of  it?  And  therefore  it  is  undoubted  that 
fuch  a  day  will  come.  ^  But  I  fhall  rather  chufe,  in  the 

^ecend  Place,  to  open  the  nature  and  manner  of  this  judgment, 

97.      oTi    f    ^^^  ^^  Ipend  more  time  in  proving  a  trutl], 

,     .^?      J  ^    that  cannot  be  denied  without  violence  ofiered 

juagmef  .         ^^  ^  man's  own  light.     If  then  the  queftion  be. 

What  manner  of  judgment  will  this  be  ?  I  anfwer, 

Firftj  It  will  be  a  great  and  awful  day.  It  is  called  the  «*  judg- 
^  ment  of  the  great  day,"  Jude  6.  Three  things  will  make  it  fo, 
the  manner  of  Chrift's  coming;  the  work  he  comes  about; 
and  the  iffues,  or  events  of  that  work.  The  manner  of  Chrift's 
coming,  will  be  awfully  folemn,  "  For  the  Lord  himfclf  fhall  dcf- 
**  ccnd  from  heaven  with  a  fhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
**  angel,  with  the  trump  of  God ;  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  fhall 
<*  rife  firfl.  Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain,  fhall  be  caught 
*^  up  together  with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the 
«  air,"  &c.  I  ThdT.  iv.  16, 17.  Here  Chrift  breaks  out  of  bca- 
hen,  with  the  fhouts  of  angels,  ev  KiXn^f^lti  it  fignifies  fuch  a 
fhout  (Jfaith  one)  as  is  to  be  heard  among  feamen,  when  after  a 
long  and  dangerous  voyage,  they  firft  dcfcry  land,  cryibg  aload, 
with  united  voices,  a  Jhore,  a  fhort^  A^  the  poet  defSribes  the 
Italians,  when  they  faw  their  native  country,  '« lifting  up  their 
«  voices,  and  making  the  heavens  ring  again  with  $  Italy,  Italy;  or 
w  as  armies  fhout  when  the  fignal  of  battle  is  given."  Above  all 
^^ch  {as  fome  expoundk)  fhall  tlie  voice  of  the  Archangel  be  dif- 

•  Mr  Howe*s  Bleflcdncfs  of  the  Righteous,  p.  343. 
'  t  Sir  Charles  Wooifcly's  Unrc afonabicncfs  of  Athcifm,  p,  7^. 
\  Cafc*sPifgah. 
%  Italiam,  lialiamy  Ut§  elam^rt  /Mlutamt,     VirgiL  ^neid. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 

A 


Serm.  XUt.  the  F^untMn  of  Life*  j2^ 

tinaiy  heard.  And  aftef  this  fliouti  the  trump  efOod  ikaU  ibuad. 
By  this  tremendous  blaft,  finaers  will  be  afiBrighted  out  of  their- 
graves ;  but  to  the  faints,  it  will  onry  no  more  terroTi  than  the 
roaring  of  cannons,  when  armies  of  friends  approach  a  befieged 
city,  for  the  reHef  of  them  that  ai*e  within  it*  The  dead  bemg 
raifed,  they  fhaU  be  gathered  before  the  great  throne  on  which 
Cliriit  ihall  fit  in  hb  glory  \  and  there  be  divided  exafHy  to  the 
right  and  left-hand  of  Cluift,  by  the  angels.  Here  will  be  the 
greateft  aSembly  that  ever  met.  Where  Adam  may  fee  his  nume« 
rous  offspring,  even  as  the  fand  upon'  the  fea-ihore,  which  no  man 
can  number.  And  never  was  there  fuch  a  perfeA  di?iiion  made^ 
(how  many  diviiions  foever  have  been  in  the  world)  none  was  ever 
like  it.  The  faints  in  this  great  Oecumenical  affize  (as  the  aiithor 
ftiles  It)  fliall  meet  the  Lord  in  the  aur,  and  there  the  Judge  ihaU 
fit  upon  the  throne,  and  all  the  faints  ihall  be  placed  upon  bright 
clouds,  as  on  feats  or  fcaffc^  round  about  him  i  the  wicked  r^ 
mainix^  below  upon  the  earth,  there  to  receive  their  final  doom 
and  fentencct 

Thefe  preparatives  will  make  it  awful ;  and  mnch  more  will  tha 
work  itfeu,  that  Chrift  conies  about,  make  it  fo.  For  it  is  <<  to 
((  judge  the  fecret»  of  men,"  Rom.  ii.  i6.  To  fever  the  tarei 
from  die  wheat ;  to  make  every  man's  whites  and  blacks  ;^ppear  ) 
and  according  as  they  are  found  in  that  trial,  to  be  fentenced  to 
their  everlaiting  and  immutable  ftates»  O  what  a  folemn  thing 
is  this! 

And  no  teis  will  the  execution  of  the  fentence  on  both  parts- 
make  it  a  great  and  folemn  day.    The  heart  of  man  cannot  con- 
ceive what  impreffions  the  voice  of  Chrifi:,  from  the  throne,  will 
mak^  both  upon  believers,  and  unbelievers. 

Imagine  Chrift  upoti  his  glorious  throne,  furrounded  with  myw 
riads  and  legions  of  angels,  his  royal  guard;  a  poor  unbeliever 
tremblmg  at  the  bar;  an  exact  (crutiny  made  into  his  heart  and 
life  ;  the  dreadful  fentence  given ;  and  then  a  cry )  and  then  his 
delivering  him  over  to  the  executioners  of  eternal  vengeance,  ne- 
ver, never,  to  fee  a  glimpfe  of  hope  or  mercy  any  more. 

Imagine  Chrift,  like  the  general  of  an  army,  mentioning  with 
honour,  on  the  head  of  all  the  hofts  of  heaven  and  earthy  all  the 
fervice^  that  the  faints  have  done  for  him  in  this  world :  then  fen- 
tentially  juftifying  them  by  open  proclamation ;  then  mounting 
with  him  to  the  third  heavens,  and  entering  the  gates  of  that  ,ci* 
ty  of  God,  in  that  noble  train  of  faints  and  angels  intermixed ; 
and  fo  for  ever  to  be  with  the  Lord.  O  what  a  grea:  day  muft 
thb  be ! 

Secondly  As  h  will  be  an  awfiil  and  folemn  judgment,  fo  it  will  i 
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be  a  critical  and  cxaft  judgment,  every  man  will  be  weighed  to  has 
ounces  and  drachms.  The  name  of  the  Judge  is  K»^^9vr9tt  the 
Searcher  of  hearts.  The  Judge  hath  eyes  as  flames  of  fire,  which 
pierc^  to  the  dividing  of  the  heart  and  reins.  It  is  faid,  Matth. 
xii.  36.  That  men  Ihall  then  «« give  an  account  of  every  idle 
•«  word  that  they  fhall  fpeak."  It  is  a  day  that  will  perfe^tJb^  fan 
the  world.  No  hypocrite  can  efcape  $  Juftice  holds  the  balhnces 
in  an  even  hand  :  Chrift  will  go  to  work  fi>  exa£Uy,  that  fome  di- 
vines of  good  note  think,  the  day  of  judgment  will  laft  as  long  as 
Ifhis  day  of  the  gofpel's  adminiftration  hath  lafted,  or  &all  laft. 

Thirdly f  It  will  be  an  univerfal  judgment,  2  Cor.  v^  10.  «  Wc 
^<  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift*"  And 
Rom.  XIV.  12.  «  Every  one  of  us  (hall  give  an  account  of  himfelf 
«  to  God."  Thofe  that  were  under  the  law,  «« and  thofe  that 
<*  having  no  law,  were  a  law  to  themfelves,"  Rom.  n^  I2-  Thofe 
that  had  many  talents,  and  he  that  had  but  one  talent,  muft  ap-' 
pear  at  this  bar ;  thofe  that  were  carried  finom  the  cradle  to  the 
grave,  with  him  that  ftooped  for  age  :  the  rich,  and  poor  ^  the 
mher,  and  the  child  ;  the  mafter,  and  fervant ;  the  believer,  and 
the  unbeliever,  muft  ftand  forth  in  that  day.  *<  I  faw  the  dead, 
^  both  fmall  and  great,  ftand  before  God,  and  the  book»  were 
<«  opened,**  Rev.  xx.  12. 

'  Fourthly,  It  will  be  a  judgment  full  of  convifHve  cleamefs.  Ail 
things  will  be  fo  ftfted  to  bran,  (as  we  fay),  that  the  fentence  of 
Chrift,  ^both  on  faints  and  finners,  fliall  be  applauded.  <<  Rigfa- 
<*  teous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  becaufe  thou  haft  judged  thus.*  His 
judgments  will  be  as  the  light  that  goeth  forth.  So  that  thofe  poor 
finners  whom  he  will  condemn,  fhall  te;  firft  cwrtmaram^m  felf- 
condemned.  Their  own  confciences  fhall  be  forced  to  confeTs, 
that  there  is  not  one  drop  of  ihjuftice  in  all  that  fea  of  wrath,  into 
which  they  are  to  be  caft. 

Ftflhtyy  and  laftly.  It  will  be  a  fupreme  and  final  judgment, 
from  which  lies  no  appeal.  For  it  is  the  fentence  of  the  lugheft, 
and  only  Lord.  «  For  as  the  ultimate  refbludon  of  faith  is  into  the 
«  word  and  truth  of  God,  fo  the  ultimate  refohition  of  juftice  is 
"  into  the  judgment  of  God*."  This  judgment  is  fupreme  and 
imperial.  For  Chrift  is  the  otily  Potetttatey  i  Tim.  vi.  5.  and  there- 
fore the  fentence  once  pafled,  its  execution  b  infallible.  And  fo 
you  find  it  in  thit  judicial  procefs,  Matth.  xxv.  ult.  juft  after  the 
fentence  is  pronounced  by  Chrift,  it  is  immediately  added,  **  thcfe 
"  fhall  go  away  into  everlafting  punifhment,  but  the  rig^itcoos  in- 
*«  to  life  etemal.**    This  is  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 

Thirdly,  In  the  laft  place,  I  muft  inform  you,  that  God,  m  or- 
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datning  Chrift  to  be  the  Judge,  has  very  bjghl]^  exalted  hiin. 
This  will  be  very  much  for  his  honour :  for  in       y^  ^  ^^^  .   t 

yond  whatever  It  was  fince  he  took  our    na-    ^^^^^  ^^^^ 
mre,  till  that  day ;  now  he  will  appear  in  his  *^ 

glory.     For^ 

Firjiy  This  aft  of  judging  pertauning  properly  to  the  kingly  of- 
fice, Chrift  will  be  glorified  as  much  in  his  kingly  office^  as  he  hath 
been  in  either  of  the  other.  We  find  but  (ome  few  glimpfes  of 
-the  kingly  office,  breaking  forth  in  this  world ;  as,,  his  riding  with 
Hozannas  into  Jerufalem ;  his  whipping  the  buyers  and  fellers 
•out  of  the  temple ;  his  title  upon  the  crols,  &c.  But  thefe  were 
but  faint  beams :  Now  that  office  will  fhine  in  its  glory,  as  the  fu^ 
in  the  midft  of  the  heavens.  For  what  were  the  Hozannas  of 
little  children,  in  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  to  the  fhoutsand  accla- 
mations of  thoufands  of  angels,  and  ten  thoufands  of  faints  ?  what 
was  his  whipping  the  prophane  out  of  the  temple,  to  his  turning 
^he  wicked  into  hell,  and  fending  his  angels  to  gather  out  of  his 
kingdom  every  thing  that  offendeth  ?  what  was  a  title  written  by 
his  judge,  and  fixed  on  the  ignominious  tree,  to  the  name  that  ihaU 
now  be  feen  on  his  vefture,  and  on  hb  thigh.  King  of  kingf,  and 
Lord  of  lords* 

Secondly  J  This  will  be  a  difplay  of  his  glory  in  the  higheft,  before 
the  whole  world.  For  there  will  be  prefent  at  once,  and  together, 
.all  tlie  inhatutants  of  heaven,  and  earth,  and  hell ;  angels  muft  be 
there  to  attend  and  minifter ;  thofe  glittering  courtiers  of  heaven 
muft  attend  his  perfon ;  fo  that  heaven  will,  for  a  time,  be  left 
empty  of  all  its  inhabitants :  men  and  devils  muft  be  there  to  be 
judged:  and  before  this  great  ailembly  will  Chrift  appear  in  royal 
Majefty.  He  will,  (to  allude  to  that  text,  Ifa.  xxiv,  23.)  reign 
before  his  ancients  glorioufly.  <<  For  he  will  come  to  he  glorified 
**  in  his  faints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  bslieve," 
2  TheflT.  i.  10.  The  inhabitants  of  the  three  regions,  heaven,  ^arth 
and  hell,  fhall  then  rejoice,  or  trembly  before  him,  and  acknow«> 
ledge  him  to  be  fupreme  Lord  and  King. 

Thirdly  J  This  will  roll  away  for  ever  the  reproach  of  his  death : 
for  Pilate  and  the  High-prieft,  that  judged  him  at  their  bars,  Ihall 
how  fiand  quivering  at  his  bar;  with  Herod  that  fet  him  at 
nought,  the  foldiers  and  officers  that  traduced  and  abufed  him  : 
there  they  that  reviled  him  on  the  crofs,  wagging  their  heads, 
will  ftand,  with  trembling  knees,  before  his  throne.  For  <<  every 
<<  eye  ihsill  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  that  pierced  him,"  Rev.  i.  7. 
O  what  a  contemptible  perfon  was  Chrift  in  their  eyes  once  ?  As 
a  worm,  and  no  man.  Every  vile  wretch  could  freely  tread  and 
|rample  on  him  \  but  qow  fuch  will  be  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory. 
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^Kb  the  awful  beams  of  snajefty,  that  the  wicked  flhall  aot  flaod 
In  his  preieoce,  or  «  be  aMe  ttf  rifeup>''  (as  dnt  *  ^rord  imports, 
PfaL  L  5,)  «  before  him.**  So  that  this  wifl  be  a  fbtt«|id  wmoiA 
vindication  of  the  d^ath  of  Chrifty  from  all  that  contempt  and  ig- 
nominy that  had  attended  it.     We  next  nnproye  it. 

Inference  i«  Is  Jefus  Chrift  ordainedpf  God  to  be  the  Jndge  of 
4}u'ick  and  dead?  Great  then  is  the  fee^j Mievers  have^  that  tbej 
jhullnvt  be  c^ndimned  in  that  daj^  Who  ihall  condemn,  ^riien  Chrift 
is  Judge  P  If  beGevers  be  condemned  in  judgment,  Chrift  muft 
give  fentence  agaii^  them  \  yea,  and  they  moft  condemn  thesis 
ftives  too.  I  fay,  Chrift  muft  give  fentence,  for  that  is  tbeproper 
and  peculiar  office  of  Chrift.  And,  to  be  fmse,  no  fentence  of  oaiw 
demnation  fhall  in  that  day  be  given  by  Chrift  againft  them.  For, 

Firfij  He  died  to  fave  diem,  and  he  will'  never  croft  and  over* 
throw  the  defigns  and  ends  of  his  own  death*  That  cannot  be 
imagined^     Nay, 

Secondly^  They  have  been  cleaved  and  abfirfved  already.  And 
being  once  abfblved  by  divine  fentence,  they  can  never  l>e  con> 
demncd  afterward.  For  one  divine  fentence  cannot  croft  and 
refcind  another.  He  juftified  them  here  in  this  world  by  £uth : 
Declared  in  his  word,  (which  ftiali  then  be  the  rule  of  judgment, 
Rom.  ii.  16.)  that  f<  there  i$  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are 
^  in  Chrift,''  Rom.  viii.  i.  And  furely  he  will  not  redraw  his 
lOwn  wofd,  and  give  a  fentence  qoite^  cnofs  to  his*  own  fiatuto> 
book,  out  pf  winch  he  hath  told  us  that  they  fliall  be  judged, 
Moreover, 

ThirMyj  The  far  greateft  part  of  them  will  haT«  pafied  their 
particular  judgment,  long  before  that  day,  and  being  therein  ac- 
quitted by  God  the  Judge  of  ail ;  and  admitted  into  heaven  upou 
the  fcore  and  account  of  their  juftification ;  it  cannot  be  una^ned 
that  Chrift  fhould  now  condemn  them  with  the  world*    Nay, 

Fourthly^  He  that  judged  them  is  their  head,  hulband,  ftiend, 
%sA  brother ;  who  loved  them^  and  gave  himfelf  for  them.  O 
then,  with  what  confidence  may  they  go,  even  unto  his  thvone  ? 
and  fay,  with  Jpb,  <<  Though  hie  try  us  as  fire,  we  know  we  ihall 
<(  come  forth  as  gold,"  We  know  that  we  fhall  be  juftified.  £f- 
pecially,  if  we  add,  that  they  tfaemCblves  fh%U  be  the  afleftbrs  with 
Chrift  in  that  day.  And,  (as  a  judicious  f  author  pertinently  ob* 
ferves,)  not  a  fentence  fhall  pais  without  their  votes.  <<  So  as  that 
^  they  may  by  faith  not  only  look  upon  themfelves  as  already  ia 
^<  heaven,  fitting  with  Chrif^  as  a  common  perfim,  in  their  right  \ 
**  but  they  may  loc^  upon  them&lv^  as  judges  almdy.    So  that 
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^  }f  anyfinlhouU  vife  toaccule  orcondemn>  yetitmuft  be  ivkk 
<<  their  votes*  And  what  greater  feomty  can  they  have  thw  thi^j 
^^  that  they  snuft  coi^denan  themielves,  if  they  be  condemned/' 
No,  it  is  not  the  bu^aneis  of  th^it  day  to  condenuii  but  to  ab* 
folve  and  proaoiinc^  them  pardoned  said  juftifi^ed,  aocordipg  to  the 
foateoce  of  A£te  iii.  19.  and  Mat.  xii.  32f  So  thaf  it  muft  aeeds 
be  a  time  of  refirefliingi  (as  ail  fcriptures  call  it,)  to  the  people  of 
Gb4»  '  You  that  now  believe,  (hall  not  come  iatQ  co^idemaatioiBy 
John  V.  24.  You  that  now  judge  yourfelTes  ihall  not  be  coft- 
d«0uied  with  the  world)  1  Con  xi.  31,  32. 

Inf.  2.  If  Qirift  he  ordaiaed  of  God  to  be  the  Judge  of  quick 
and  deady  how  miferahU  a  4:qfr  m>iH  ChrijikfifmU'be  in  at  thM  dojl 
Thqr  th^  ^re  ChriiUefs  now^  wiU  be  iperchleft^  helplr^  and 
hopelefi  then.  How  will  their  hands  hang  down,  and  their  kness 
kiKKk  together  I  Owhat  pale  faces^  quivering  lips,  fiadnting  hearts^ 
and  roaring  confciences  will  be  among  them  in  that  day  i  O  dread- 
ful day  i  O  aftonifhing  fight !  to  fee  the  world  in  a  dreadful 
conflagration,  the  elemisnts  melting,  the  ftars  £iUing,  the  earth 
trembling,  the  judgment  fet,  the  pri£bners  brought  fcMth ;  O  who 
(hall  endure  tlus  day,  but  thofe  that  by  union. with  Chriil  are  fe* 
cured  igainft  the  danger  and  dread  oi  it !  Let  me  demand  of  poor 
Chriftl<%  fouls,  whom  this  day  is  like  to  take  unawares, 

F'trfi^  Do  you  think  it  poifible  to  avoid  appearing,  after  that 
terrible,  citation  is  given  to  the  world  by  the  trump  of  God  ?  Alas, 
how  can  you  ima^ee  it  ?  is  not  the  fame  power  that  revivM  your 
duft,  able  to  bring  you  before  the  bar  ?  Hiere  is  a  neceffity  that  you 
muft  come  forth,  i.  Cor.  v.  10.  "  We  [muft]  all  appear/*  It  b  not 
in  the  finners  choice,  to  obey  the  Aimmons  or  not. 

iectmJ^j^  If  you  muft  appear,  are  there  no  accufers,  nor  wit- 
neflfes,  that  will  appear  againft  you  and  confront  you  in  the  court  ? 
What  think  you,  was  Satan  fo  often  a  tempter  to.  you  here,  and 
will  he  not  be  an  accufer  there  ?  Yesy  nothing  furer ;  for  that  was 
the  main  defign  of  all  his  temptations.  What  think  you  of  your 
own  confciences  ?  are  they  not  privy  to  your  (ecret  wickednefs ; 
do  not  they  now  whifper  fometimes  in  your  ears,  what  you  care 
not  to  hear  of?  If  they^whifper  now,  they  will  thunder  then, 
Rom.  ii.  15, 16.  Will  not  the  Spirit  accufe  you,  for  refifting  his 
isotions  and  ftifling  thoufands  of  his  convictions  ?  Will  not  your 
companions  in  fin  accu(e  you  ?  who  dre\v,  or  were  drawn  by  you 
to  fin  \  WiU  not  your  teachers  be  your  accufers  ?  How  many. 
times  have  you  made  them  complain,  Lord^  they  are  iron  andbrafsy 
ibey  hetue  made  their  fads  harder  than  a  rack  s  they  refufe  to  return. 
Will  not  yoiu:  very  relations  be  your  accufers,  to  whom  you  have 
£uled  in  all  your  relational  duties  ?  Yea,  and  every  one  whom 
you  have  tempted  to  li&i  abufed,  defrauded^  over^reached  \  idl 
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thcfc  will  be  your  accufcrs.   So  that  it  is  without  difpute,  you  will 
have  accufcrs  enough  to  ap(5ear  againft  you. 

Thirdly,  Being  accufcd  before  Jefus  Chriftj  what  will  you  pkad 
lor  yourfclvcs :  will  you  confefs^  or  will  you  deny  the  charge.  If 
you  confefs,  what  need  more  ?  <<  Out  of  thine  own  mouth  will  I 
**  judge  thee,**  faith  Chrift,  Luke  xix.  22.  If  you  deny,  and 
plead  not  guilty,  thy  Judge  is  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  and  knows 
all  things.  So  that  it  will  not  at  all  help  thee  to  make  a  lie  thy  laft 
refuge.     This  will  add  to  the  guilt,  but  not  cover  it. 

Fourthly,  If  no  defence  or  plea  be  left  thee,  then  what  canft 
thjOu  imagine  fhould  retard  the  fentence  ?  Why  (hould  not  Chrift 
go  on  to  that  dreadful  work  ?  ««  Muft  not  the  Judge  of  all  the 
««  earth  do  right  ?**  Gen.  xvfii.  25.  Mufl  not  he  render  to  every 
^man  according  to  his  deeds  ?  2  G^r.  v.  10.  YeS|  no  queftion  but 
he  will  proceed  to  that  fcntence,  how  terrible  foevcr  it  be  to  you 
to  think  on  it  now,  or  hear  it  then. 

Fifthly,  To  conclude,  if  fentence  be  once  given  by  Chrift  againft 
thy  loul^  what  in  all  the  world  canft  thou  imagine  fhould  hinder 
the  execution  ?  Will  he  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  t)ut  of  hb 
mouth?  No,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  34.  Doft  thou  hope  he  is  more  merd* 
fill  and  pitiful  than  fo  ?  Thou  miftakeft,  if  you  expeddl  mercy 
out  of  that  way  in  which  he  difpenfes  it.  There  will  be  thoufands, 
and  ten  thoufands  that  will  rejoice  in,  and  magnify  his  mercy  then; 
but  they  are  fuch  as  obey  his  call,  repented,  believed,  and  obtained 
uniorf  with  his  perfon  here  j  but  for  unbelievers,  it  is  againft  the 
fettled  law  of  Chrift,  and  conftitution  of  the  gofpel,  to  fhcw  mercy 
to  the  defpifers  of  it.  But  it  may  be,  you  think  your  tears,  your 
cries,  your  pleadings  with  him,  may  move  him;  thefe  indeed 
might  have  done  fomewhat  in  time,  but  they  come  out  of  fcafon 
now.  Alas,  too  late.  What  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  pleas  and  cries 
will  be,  you  may  fee,  if  you  will  but  confult  two  fcriptures,  Job 
xxvii.  8,  9.  **  What  is  the  hope  of  tiie  hypocrite,  though  he  hath 
•*  g^ncd,  when  God  taketh  away  his  foul  ?  Will  God  hear  his 
«*  cry  when  trouble  cometh  upon  him?'*  No  :  And  Matt.  vii.  22. 
««  Many  will  fay  unto  me  in  that  day.  Lord,  I^ord,  have  we  not 
<<  propheiied  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  have  caft  out  devils, 
*«  and  in  thy  name  have  done  many  wonderful  worics  ?  And  then 
«<  will  I  profefs  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you;  depart  fhun  me 
«  ye  that  work  iniquity.** 

And  muft  it  come  to  this  difmal  ifTue  with  you  indeed?  God  for- 
bid it  fhould.    Oh  then, 

Ifif  3.  If  Chrift  be  appointed  of  God  to  be  the  Judge  of  ail» 
hovj  are  all  concerned  to  future  their  interefl  in  him,  and  therein  an  cter* 
ftity  ofhappincfs  to  their  own  fouls,  by  the  %vork  of  regeneration?  Of  all 
tlie  buiinefs  that  men  and  women  have  in  this  world,  there  is  none 
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ib  (blemiif  fo'neceilsuy,  and  important  a$  this.  O.my  brethren^ 
this  is  a  work,  able  to  drink  up  your  fpirits^  while  you  do  but 
think  of  the  confequence  of  it. 

Sunixnon  in  then  thy  felf-reflefting  and  confidering  powers:  get 
alone,  reader,  and,  forgetting  all  other  things,  ponder  with  thyf 
ielf  this  deep,  dear,  eternal  concernment  of  thine*  Examine  the 
ftate  of  thy  own  foul.  Look  into  the  fcriptures,  then  into  thine 
own  heart,  and  then  to  heaven,  faying,  Lor  J,  let  me  not  be  deceived 
info  great  a  concernment  to  me  as  tbts.  O  let  not  the  trifles  of  time 
wipe  off  the  impreffions  of  death,  judgment,  and  eternity  from  tl^y 
heart.  O  that  long  word  [Etemityy']  that  it  might  be  night  and 
day  with  thee  ;  that  the  awe  of  it  may  be  {till  upon  thy  fpirit.  A 
gentlewoman  of  this  nation,  having  ipent  the  whole  atternoony 
and  a  great  part  of  the  evening  at  cards,  in  mirth  and  jollity,  came 
home  late  at  night,  and  finding  her  waiting  gentlewoman  readings 
(he  looked  over  her  fhoulder  upon  the  book,  ;md  faid,  Poor  me- 
lancholy foul,  why  doft  thou  fit  here  poring  fo  long  upon  thy 
book  ?  That  night  (he  could  not  fleep,  but  lay  fighinjg  and  weep- 
faig;  her  fervant  aiked  her  once  and  again  what  ailed  her;  at  h& 
flie  burft  out  into  tears,  and  faid.  Oh!  it  was  one  word  that  I  caft 
my  eye  upon  in  thy  book,  that  troubles  me;  there  I  faw  that  word 
Eternity.  How  happy  were  I,  if  I  were  provided  for  eternity  1 
Sure  it  c(mcerns  us,  feeing  we  look  for  fuch  things,  to  be  diligent 
that  we  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace*  O  let  not  th^t  day  come 
by  furprizal  upon  you.  Remember,  that  as  death  leaves,  fo  judg- 
ment will  find  you. 

Inf.  4.  Is  Jefus  Chrift  appointed  Judge  of  quick  and  dead,  then 
look  to  itf  all  you  that  hope  to  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  that  you 
avoid  thofefnSf  and  livt  in  the  daily  praHice  ofthofe  duties^  which  the 
confideration  of  that  day  powerfully  perfuades  you  to  avoid  orpraBife.  For 
it  not  only  prefies  to  holinds  in  aBu  primo^  in  the  being  of  it;  but 
in  aSufecundoy  in  the  daily  exercife  and  practice  of  it.  Do  you 
indeed  expeA  fuch  a  day?  Oh,  then, 

Fir/if  See  you  be  meek  and  patient  under  all  injuries  and 
abufes  for  ChriiVs  fake*  Avenge  not  yourfelves,  but  leave  it  to 
the  Lord,  who  will  do  it.  Do  not  anticipate  the  work  of  God.* 
<<  Be  patient,  my  brethren,  to  the  coming  of  the  Lord,''  James 
V.  7,  8,  9* 

Secondly^  Be  communicative,  public-hearted  Chriftlans,  ftudying 
and  devifing  liberal  things,  for  Chrift's  diftrefied  members;  and 
you  fhall  have  both  an  honourable  remembrance  of  it,  and  ^  full 
reward  of  it  in  that  day,  Mat.  xxv,  34,  35. 

Thirdly,  Be  watchful,  and  fober,  keep  the  golden  bridle  of  mode- 
ration upon  all  your  aSeQions;  and  fee  that  you  be  not  over- 
charged with  the  cares  and  love  of  this  prefent  life,  Luke  xxi*  34, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ill  ThePmtUm  <f  Life.  Sfiiiuu  XEIL 

39*    WiUyctf  that  your  Ixird  eooBe  and  find  JOB  m 

tme  2  <<  Oletyoor  moderatkft  be  kaofvn  unto  all,,  the  Lord  is  aft 

«  hand,''  Phil.  iv.  5. 

Fwrihly^  InproTre  aQ  your  Rfcifter^s  taknts  dt%eBdy  and  care- 
fcUj.  Takeheedof  thenapkoii  Matt.  3DEv.^49  iSL  Thenmoft 
ymOL  maiaeixp  your  account  for  Hbtm  alL 

J  FtfUljf  But,  above  all,  be  fincere  in  your  profeffion.  I^  your 
Itoartf  be  found  in  God's  ftatutes,  that  you  hiay  never  be  a&amed^ 
Sat  th29  day  Tunll  be  the  day  of  manifeftation  of  all  hidden  things. 
4ssd  nothing  is  fo  fecret,  but  that  day  wiU  reyeal  it,  Luke  ziL  i, 
i,  3.  4«  Berare  of  hypocrify  -,  for  there  is  nothing  covered,  whkh 
<»  fhaU  not  be  revealed;  neither  hid)  that  ihall  not  bo  made 
^  known." — Thus  I  have  finHfaed,  through  divine  aids,  the 
t^kole  do^hine  of  the  iin{>etratioa  of  redemption  by  Jefus^  Chrift  ^ 
HNS  fliatt  wind  op  the  whole  in  a  general  elhortadon,  and  I  bive 


The  General  Ufe. 

The  general  ufe        And  now,  to  cMe  up  all,  let  me  per&ade  all 

JrtievfMe,pref^  thofe  for  whom  the  dear  Son  of  Gk>d  came  finom 
11^  to  ioltne/sp  die  blefled  bofom  of  the  Father;  affinned  flcfli) 
iuhkhis  the  main  brake,  by  the  ftrength  of  his  own  kve,  through 
Jcope  of  the  doc^  all  difcouragements  and  fanpediments;  laid  down 
itine  of  redemp-  his  own  life  a  ranfom  for  their  fouls^  for  whom 
tktt*  he  lived,  died,  rofe,  amended,  and  lives  for  ever 

in  heaven  to  intercede;  to  Uve  wholly  to  Chrift, 
ia  Ouift  fived  and  died  wholly  for  them* 

O  bretlBren,  never  was  the  Heathen  wdrld  mo^pudnted  with 
fuch  arguments  to  deter  them  irom  fin  ;  never  acquainted  vrith 
fbch  motives  to  urge  them  to  holinefs,  as  I  fhall  this  day  acijuaiBC 
yott  with.  My  requeft  is,  to  give  up  both  your  hearts  and  hvea  to 
glorify  the  Fs^er,  Son,  and  Spirit,  whofe  yon  are,  by  die  faoii* 
nefi  and  heavenlinefs  of  them.  Odier  things  arc  expefisd  from 
yon  than  from  other  men.  See  that  you  turn  not  sdl  this  grace 
that  hath  founded  in  your  ears  into  wantonnefe.  Think  not  bci* 
caufe  Chrift  hath  done  fo  much  for  yon,  you  may  fit  ftill;  mudi 
kfi  indulge  yoiMrfelves  in  fin,  becanfe  Chrift  hath  otgaxd  np  fiich 
an  excellent  facrifice  for  the  expiation  of  it.  No,  though  Chrift 
came  to  be  a  curfc,  he  did  not  come  to  be  a  cloak  for  your  fins. 
<'  If  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead;  that  they  that  Ihw^ 
<<  fhottkl  not  henceforth  live  to  themfelves,  but  to  him  that  died 
.«  for  them,"  2  Cor.  v.  15.  O  keep  your  lives  pure  and  ckan* 
Do  not  make  frefh  work  for  the  blood  of  Chrift  every  day.  <'  If 
•<  you  live  in  the  Spirit,  foe  th'at  you  w:Jk  inthe  Sj^t,  GaL  v.  25* 
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i.  e.  (faith  *  Cornelius  a  Lapidc  very  IbKdly)  "  Let  lis  fliape  arid' 
««  order  our  Kve$  and  aftions  accoirding  to  the  diftates,  inftinfl; 
•^  ahd  impulfts  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  t&t  grace  of  the  Spirit  put^ 
«*  within  us  and  planted  in  oui*  hearts,  which  tendeth  to  praflSca! 
^  holinefs."     0  let  the  grace  #hlch  b  in  your  hearts,  iffue  out  in- 
to all  your  religious,  civil,  and  natural  adHom.    Let  the  faith  that' 
is  in  your  hearts  appear  in  your  prayers }  the  obedience  of  youif  * 
he^irts  in  hearing;  the  meekneis  of  your  hearts  in  fufiering;  the  ' 
merdfiilnefs  of  your  hearts  in  diftributittgj  the  truth- and  righte- 
oufnefr  of  your  hearts  in  trading ;  the  fobriety  and  teniperance  of 
your  hearts  in  eatirtg  and  drinking.    Thcfc  be  the  fruits  of  Chrifl'^  ■ 
IbiFerings  indeed,  mey  are  fwcet  fruits.  Let  grace  refine,  ennoble^ 
And  elevate  all  your  aftions;  that  you  may  fay,  «  Truly  our  conyer- 
«*  fation  is  in  heaven."    Let  grace  have  the 'ordering  of  your 
tongues,  and  of  your  hands;  the  moulding  of  your  ikrhole  conver- 
fation.     Let  riot  humility  appear  in  fome  aftions,  and  pride  in 
others;  holy  ferioufnefs  in  fome  companies,  and  vain  firothincfs  in 
Others.     Sufier  not  the  fountwrt  of  corruption  to  nintgle  with,  or 
pollute  the  flreims  of  gracp*  Write  as  cxaftly  as  you  can  after  your 
eopy,  Chrift.    O  let  there  not  be  (as  f  one  well  expreJTcff'it)  here 
a  line  and  there  a  blank;  here  a  word,  and  there  a  blot*     One 
word  of  God,  and  two  of  the  world.     Now  a  fpiritual  rapture^ 
and  then  a  flcfhly  frolic*    This  day  an  advance  towards  heaven, 
and  to-morrow  a  Aide  back  again  toiyards  hell*    ^t  be  you  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long.    Let  there  be  a  due  proportion  be- 
twixt all  tiie  parts  of  your  converfation.     Approve  yourfelves  the 
fervants  of  Chrift  in  all  things.     '«  By  purenefs,  by  knowledge,  . 
«  by  long-fufFering,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  by  love  unfeigned,  by  die 
«  Word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  ^ttiour  of  righte- 
«  oufiicfs,  on  the  right-hand,  and  on  the  left,"  2  Cor.  vi.  6.   See 
then  how  accurately  you  walk. — Cut  off  occafion  from  them  that 
ciefire  occafion;  and  in  well-doing  commit  yourfdves  to  God,  and 
commend  religion  to  the  world.    That  this  is  your  great  concern- 
ment and  duty,  I  jhall  cx'idencc  to  your  confciences,  by  thefe  fol- 
lowing confiderations.     That  of  all  pcribns  in  the  world,  the  fe- 
dccmed  of  the  Lord  arc  moft  obliged  to  be  holy;  mofl  aflifted  for 
a  life  of  hoEriefs;  and  that  God  intends  to  make  great  ufc  of  their 
lives,  both  for  the  'convidlion  and  converfipn  of  others. 

Confidef,  Firf^  'God  hath  more  obliged  them  to  live  pure  and 
fWft  Kvcs.  I  know  the  command  obliges  all  men  to  it,  even  thofe 
that  cafl  away  the  cords  of  the  commands,  and  break  Chrift*s 

Vot.  L  3  Y 

"- •■■  ^— ' <:— 

:   *   StettkAm  diHamtMf  infimHumy  imfiuffim  l^rittn  eo  gratia  imKiiJpgf  et  ifUSU  hohU 
M  SplrUu  SanOo, 


t  R.  A.   Fitidiela  Pietath, 
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bpads  afimder,  are  yet  bowid  by  thexp  ;  and  cannot  plead  a  diC' 
penfation  to  live  as  they  do.  Yea»  and  it  is  not  unufual  fear  tbem 
to  k^\  the  obligations  of  the  command  upon  their  confciencesp 
etfen  when  t^veir  impetuous  lufts  hurry  them  on  to  the  violation  of 
them  \  but  there  are  fpecial  ties  upon  your  fouls,  that  oblige  you 
tQ  holinefs  more  Aan  others.  Many  fpecial  and  peculiar  engage* 
ments  you  are  under.  Firfi,  from  God.  Secondly f  from  jaurfdves* 
TJnrdly^  from  your  brethren.    'Fouribly^  from  your  enemies, 

Firjly  God  hath  peculiarly  obliged  you  to  purity  and  flriffaieis 

of  li^.     Yea,  every  Pesfon  in  the  blefled  Trinity  hath  caft  his 

ccfrd  over  your  fouls,  to  bind  up  your  hearts  and  lives  to  the  moft 

ftrift  and  precife  obedience  of  his  commands. 

Ohligahans  from  .  The  Father  hath  obliged  you,  .^j:^  that  not  on- 
tbe  Father.  ly  by  the  common  tie  of  ^^a/M//,  which  is  yet 

.  .  .of  great  ej£cacy  in  itfelf ;  for,  is  it  reafonable 
that  Gbd  ihould  create  and  form  fo  excellent  a  piece>  and  that  it 
fhould  be  employed  ;^nft  him  ?  That  he  ihould  plant  the  tree, 
and  another  eat  the  fruit  of  it  ?  But,  befides  fhis  common  en- 
gagement, he  hatii  obliged  you  to  holinefs  of  life, 

Firfti  By  his  wife  and  merciful  defigns  and  counfels  for  your  re- 
covery and.falvation-  by  Jefus  Chrift.  It  was  he  that  laid  the 
corxier<*ftQne  of  your  falvation  with  his  own  hands.  The  firft  mo- 
tion fprang  out  of  his.  bread.  If  God  had  not  deiigned  the  Re- 
deemer for  you,  the^prld  had  never  feen  him  ;•  he  had  never  kft 
that  fweet  Bofom.for  you*  It  was  the  a£k  of  the  Father  to  ^e 
yoo  to  the  Son  tp  be  redeemed,  and  then  to  give  the  Son  to  be  a 
Redeemer  to  you.  Both  of  them  ftupendi^us  and  aftonilhing  a& 
of  grace.  And  in  both  God  a£ted  as  a  moft  free  Agent.  When 
lie  g;^ve  you  to  Chrift  befo^-c  the  beginning  of  time,  there  was 
nothing  out  of  himfelf  that  could  in  the  leail  move  him  to  it.  When 
the  Father,  Son,,  and  Spirit  fat  (as  I  inay  fay)  at  the  council-table, 
contriving  and  laying  the  deiign  for  the  falvation  of  a  few  out  of 
many  of  Adam's  degenerate  ofispring,  there  was  none  came  before 
him  to  fpeak  one  word  for  thee  \  but  fuch  was  ^  divine  Fleafure 
toainfert  thy  name  in  that  catalogue  of  the  faved.  Oh  how  much 
oweft  thou  to  the  Lord  for  this!  And  what  an  engagement  doth 
it  leave  upon  tliy  ibul  to  obey,  pleafe,  and  glorify  him  ? 

Secondly^  By  his  bouhtiful  remunerations  of  ywr  Aedience^  ijohicb 
have  been  toonderfid.  What  fervice  didfl  thou  ever  perform  for 
him,  for  which  he  hath  not  paid  thee  a  thoufand  times  more  than 
it  is  worth  ?  Didfl  thou  ever  feek  him  diligently,  and  not  find 
him  a  bountiful  rewarder ;  none  feek  him  in  vain,  unlefs  fuch  on- 
ly as  feek  him  vainly,  Heb.  xL  6.  Didfl  thoa  ever  gstre-a-cup  of 
^Id  water  in  the  name  of  a  difcqile,  and  not  receive  a  difdple's 
reward  ?  Mat.  x.  42.  Hafl  thou  not  found  inward  peace  a^ 
comfort  flowing  into  thy  foul^  upon  every  piece  of  (incef e  obedi« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SytM.  XLIL  "ThtFrnrntmn  <f  Ufi.  $)f 

ence  f  Oh  what*  a  good  mafter  do  fakits  fem  ?  Tou  that  ire  rti^ 
m&  and  unconftant  m  yourobediehce,  you  that  are  heartleis  and 
cbld  in  duties ;  hear  how  your  God  expoiftulatcs  with  you,  Jer. 
iL  31.  <<  Have  I  been  a  wildemefs  to  Ifrael,  or  a  knd  of  dark*- 
ncfs  ?'*  q.  d.  Have  I  been  a  hard  Mafter  to  you?  Have  70U  any 
reafoh  to  complain  of  me?  To  whomfoever  I  have  been  ftrait- 
handed^  furely  I  have  not  been  fo  to  you.  Are  fruits  of  fin  like 
fruks  of  obedience  ?  Do  you  kndw  where  to  find  a  better  Mafter  ? 
Why  then  are  you  ib  ihufiling  and  unconftant,  {o  fluggifti  and  re» 
mifi  in  my  work  ?  Surely  God  is  not  behind-hand  with  any  of 
you-  May  you  not  fay  with  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  56.  «« This  I  had, 
^  becaufe  I  kept  thy  precepts/'  There  are  fruits  in  holinefs>  e- 
vcn  pfiefent  fru^t.  It  is  a  high  favour  to  be  employed  for  God. 
Reward  enough  that  he  will  accept  any  thing  thou  Aofi,  But  to 
return  every  duty  thou  prefenteft  to  him  with  fuch  comforts,  fuch 
qnickenings,  iiich  inward  and  outward  blef&ngs  into  thy  bofom, 
fa  that  thou  mayeft  open  the  treafury  of  thine  own  experiences, 
▼lew  the  variety  of  encouragements  and  tokens  of  his  love,  at  feh 
veral  times  received  in  duties  -,  and  fay,  this  I  had,  and  that  I  had, 
by  waiting  on  God,  and  ferving  him.  Oh  what  an  engagemeiit 
is  this  upon  thee  to  be  ever  abounding  in  the  Work  of  the  Lord  ! 
Though  thou  muft  not  work  for  vmges ;  yet  God  will  not  let  thy 
Work  go  unrewarded.  For  he  is  not  unrighteous  t^  forget  jour  Hvtnrk^ 
and  labour  of  love. 

Thirdly t  Your  Father  hath  farther  obliged  you  to  holmefi  and 
purity  of  life,  Ify  fgnifytng  to  you  (as  he  hitn  frequently  done) 
the  great  delight  and  pleafure  he  hath  therein*  He  hath  told  yo*, 
"  that  fuch  as  are  upright  in  the  way  arc  Iiis  delight,*'  Prov.  3d. 

r.  That  he  would  not  have  you  «<  forget  to  do  good,  and  to 
communicate,  for  with  fuch  facrifices  he  is  well  pleafed,**  Heb. 
xiii.  16.  You  know  you  cannot  <*  walk  worthy  of  the  Lbrd  to  all 
**  pleafing,  (except)  ye  be  fruitful  in  every  good  word  and  work," 
Col.  i.  10.  And  oh  what  a  bond  is  this  upon  you  to  live  holy 
lives!  Can  you  pleafe  yourfelves  in  difpleafing  your  Father?  If  you 
have  the  hearts  of  children  in  you,  fure  you  cannot.  O  you  can-  ^ 
not  grieve  his  Spirit  by  loofe  and  careleis  i^lking,  but  you  muft 
grieve  your  own  fpirits  too.  How  many  times  hath  God  pleafed 
you,  gratified  and  contented  you,  and  will  you  not  pleafe  and  con- 
tent him  ?  This  mercy  you  have  aiked  of  him,  and  he  gave  it,  that 
nicrcy  and  you  were  not  denied  j  in  many  ^ings  the  Lord  hath 
wonderfully  condefcended  to  pleafe  you,  adPnow  there  is  but  one 
thing  that  Tie  deiires  of  you,  and  that,moft  reafonable,  yea^  bene- 
ficial for  you,  as  well  as  pleafing  to  hiih,  Phil.  i.  27.-  ^  Only  let 
•  «*  your  converfation  be  as  becometh  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.** 
This  is  the  one  thing,  the  great  and  main  thing  he  expefte  from 
you  in  this  world,  and  wiU  not  you  do  it?  Can  you ^xped  he 
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flkOttld  gradiy  y6ur  defires^  vhen  you  make  no  mare  of  grieviitf 
and  di^afing  him?  WcU»  if  you  know  what  will  pfeadfe  GotH 
and  yet  refolve  not  to  do  it,  but  will  rather  pleafe  your  fleih,  and 
gratify  the  devil  than  him;  pray  pull  off  your  vizards,  fall  into 
your  own  rank  among  hypocrites;  and  appear  as  indeed  you  are. 

Fourthly  ^  The  Father  hath  further  obliged  you  to  ^iBneJs  and  ^^ 
rity  of  coftverfationy  by  his  gracious  prgpiifis  made  to  Juch  as  jo  waiL 
He  nath  promifed  to  do  great  things  tor  you,  if.  you  will  but  do 
this  one  thing  for  himt  If  you  will  <<  osrder  your  aHiveriation 
<<  aright,"  Pfal.  U  ult.  He  will  be  your  fun  artdjbield,  if  you  walk 
before  him  and  be  upright,  Gen»  xv.  i,  ^<  He  will  giv^  grace  and 
<<  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  iVom  hii|i  that  walk- 
^<  eth  uprightly,  Pfal,  Ixxxiv.  1 1.  And  he  prpmifes  no  more  to 
you  than  he  hath  made  good  to  othen,  that  have  thu$  walked, 
and  ftands  ready  to  perform  to  you  alfo.  If  you  look  to  enjoy  the 
good  of  the  promife,  you  are  obliged  by  all  your  expeAations  aD4 
hopes  to  order  your  live?  purely  and  uprightly.  This  hope  will  fe 
you  on  work  to  purge  your  lives,  as  well  as  your  hearts,  firom  all 
pollutions,  2  Cor.  vii.  I.  <<  Having  thcTe  promifes,  let  us  deanfc 
^<  ourfelves  from  all  filtfaineifs  of  flc(}i  and  fpirit^  perfe^tog  holi- 
<«  ncfs  in  the  fear  of  God  " 

Fifthly^  Yea,  He  hath  yet  more  obliged  you  to  Jln^  attd  holy  lives^ 
hy  bis  confidence  in  you,  that  you  nvill  ihuf  nva/k  and  pleafe  him.  He 
expreffcth  himfelf  in  fcripture,  as  one  that  dares  truft  you  with  his 
glory,  knowing  ths(t  you  will  be  tender  of  it,  and  dare  do  no 
otherwife*  But  if'  ^  man  repof^  confidence  in  you,  and  truft  you 
with  his  concerns,  it  greatly  obliges  you  to  be  faithful.  What  an 
engagemer^t  was  that;  upon  Abraham  to  walk  uprightly,  when  Qod 
<£iidofJ^im|  Gen*  xviii,  19.  "  I  know  h»ni,  that  he  will  cotii- 
<<  mand  his  children,  and  hj«  houihould  after  him,  and  they  ffaall 
^  keep  the  way  of  the  Lorfi,"  <?.  d.  as  for  this  wicked  generation, 
whom  I  will  fpeedily  confunve  in  n)y'  wrath,  I  know  they  regard 
not  my  law»>  they  will  trample  my  coo^manJs  under  theu*  feet, 
they  care  qqt  how  they  provoke  me,  but  I  expert  other  tilings 
.  from  Abrahiim,  and  I  am  confident  he  will  not  fail  me.  /  Inctv 
^iw,  he  ist  a  man  of  jinothcr  ipirit,  and  what  I  promife  myfclf  from 
him,  he  will  make  good.  And  to  the  like  purpoie  is  that  in  Ifa^ 
Jxiii.  7. '"  I  will  n^ntion  thq  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  and  tlic 
^<  praiies  of  tlie  Lord;  according  to  all  that  the  Lord  hathbedow- 
*<  ed  on  us,  and  the  great  goodnefs  towards  th^  houfe  of  Ifiracl, 
<'  which  he  hath  iieflowed  on  them,  according  to  his  mercies, 
'<  and  according  to  the  multitude  of  his  loving*kindneiies.  For 
<<  he  faid,  Surely  they  are  my  people,  children  that  will  pot  Ue, 
*'  {or  fail  me  ;)  fo  he  was  tlieir  Saviour."  Here  you  have  an 
MQpIe  account  of  the  endearing  mercies,  Qf  God  to  that  peopfe^ 
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ver.  7.  and  the  iiord's  confident  expedations  of  iiutaUe  returns 
from  them>  ver.  8.  I  faid,  i.  e.  (fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  me^ 
in  like  cafes)  I  made  a  f^U  account)  that  after  all  thefe  endear- 

eentS'  and  favours  bellowed  upon  themi  they  would  not  ojffer  to 
i  dlfloyal  and  falfe  to  me.  I  have  made  them  fure  enough  to 
myfelf)  by  fo  many  bonds  of  love.  Like  to  which  is  that  exprei^ 
£on>  Zepli*  iii.  7.  <^  I  faidi  furely  thou  wilt  fear  mci  thou  wilt  re- 
<<  ceive  inftruftion/'  Oh!  how  great  are  the  expeAftxons  of  God 
from  fa^h  as  you!  J  know  Abraham,  there  is  no  doubt  of  him! 
And  again,  they  are  children  that  will  not  lie,  s.  e.  (hey  will  not 
fallerejid^m  datam^  break  their  covenant  with  me.  Or  they  are 
my  people  that,  will  not  ibrinkj  as  Mr  Coverdale  well  tranflates^ 
fin  Hon  mganteSf  fuch  as  will  be  true  to  me»  and  anfwer  their  a>- 
venant-engagements.  And  again,  furely  thou  wik  fear  n^e^  thou 
wilt  receive  inftru£tion.  And  ihall  not  all  this  engage  you  to 
God?  What!  Neither  the  ancient  and  bountiful  love  of  God,  in 
contriving  your  redemption  &om  eternity,  nor  the  bounty  of  God, 
in  rewarding  all  and  every  piece  of  fcrvice  you  have  done  for  him? 
*  Nor  yet  the  pleafure  he  tokos  in  your  obedience  and  upright  walk- 
ing  \  nor  the  encouragii;ig  promifes  he  hath  made  thereto,  nor  yet 
his  confident  cxpedlations  of  fuch  a  life  from  you,  whom  be  hath 
fo  many  ways  obliged  and  endeared  to  himfelf  ?  Will  yon  forget 
your  ancient  friend,  contemn  his  rewards,  take  np  delight  or  care 
to  pleafe  him  ?  Slight  \^\s  promifes,  and  deceive  and  fail  his  ex- 
pe£btions  ?  <<  fie  aftoni(hed,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this  1  and  be  hor- 
<«  ribly  afraid."  Confider  how  God  the  Father  hath  faftened  this 
£ve-fold  cord  upop  your  fouls>  and -(hew  yourfelves  Chriftians; 
yea,  to  ufe  the  prophet's  words,  Ifa.  xlvi.  8.  *«  Remember  this, 
«<  and  fliew  yourfelves  men." 

Secondlyy  You  are  further  engaged  to  this  pre-  ^t,.  .  ^ 
^Ife  And  holy  life,  by  what  the  Son  hath  done  ,  ^  tpnsjnm 
for  you;  is  not  this  pure  and  holy  life  the  very 
;urny  and  next  end  of  his  death  i  Did  he  not  ihed  his  blood  to 
*«.  redeem  you  from  your  vainconverfa^ions?"  i  Pet.  i.  18.  Was  not 
this  the  defign  of  all  his  fufFerings?  <<  That  being  delivered  out 
•*  of  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  you  might  ferve  him  in  rights 
*«  oufnefs  a^d  holinefs  all  the  days  of  your  life,"  Luke  i.  74,  75. 
And  is  not  the  apolUe's  inference,  2  Cor.  v.  14,  15.  highly  rea- 
ipnable  i  <<  If  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead,  and  that  he 
*^  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live,  fhould  not  henceforth  live  to 
^*  themfelycs,  but  to  him  that  died  for  them."  Did  Chrift  only 
buy  your  pcrlons,  and  not  your  fervices  alfo?  No,  whoever  hath 
thy  time,  thyr  ftrength,  or  any  part  of  either,  I  can  afiiire  thee, 
Chriftian,  that  Chrift  hath  paid  for  it,  and  thou  giveft  away  what 
Ss  npn^  of  thine  owq  to  give.    Every  moment  of  thy  time  is  hiss 
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tvery  taknt^  whether  of  grace  or  nature,  is  his ;  and  doft  thoti 
defraud  him  of  his  own  ?  O  how  liberal  are  you  of  your  predous 
words  and  hours,  as  if  Chrift  had  never  made  a  purchafe  of  them ! 
O  think  of  this,  when  thy  life  runs  muddy  and  foul.  When  the 
fountain  of  corruption  flows  out  at  thy  tongue,  in  idle  frothy  dif- 
courfes;  or  at  thy  hand,  in  finfiil  unwarrantable  a^ons?  Doth 
this  become  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ?  Did  Chrift  come  from 
the  bofomof  his  Father  for  this  ?  Did  he  groan,  fwcat,  bleed,''cn- 
dure  the  crofs,  and  lay  down  his  life  for  this  ?  Was  he  fo  wcU 
])3eafed  irhh  aU  his  forrows  and  fufierings,  his  pangs  and  ;^onic% 
upon  the  account  of  that  fatisfaAion  he  fhould  have  in  feeing  the 
travail  of  his  foul?  Ifa.  liii.  ii.  as  if  he  hdd  faid,  «  Wekome 
<«  death,  welcome  agonies,  welcome  the  bitter  cup  and  hcarvy 
<«  burden ;  I  cheerfully  fubmit  to  all  this.  Thcfe  are  travailing 
«  pangs  indeed,  but  I  fliall  fee  the  beautifiil  birth  at  lafl.  Hiefe 
««  throws  and  agonies  ffiall  bring  forth  many  lovely  children  to 
«  God ;  I  fhall  hav<*  joy  in  them,  and  glory  firom  them,  to  all 
««  eternity.  .This  blood  of  mine,  thcfe  fufferings  of  mine,  fliaB 
««  purchafe  to  me  the  perfons,  duties,  fervices,  and  obedience  of 
««  many  -thoufands  that  will  love  me,  and  honour  rte,  fervc  me, 
«*  and  obey  me,  with  their  fouls  and  bodies  which  are  mine.'* 
And  doth  not  tfiis  engage  you  to  look  to  your  li\Ts,  and  keep 
them  pure  ?  Is  not  e\'ery  one  of  Chrift*s  irounds  a  mouth  open  to 
plead  for  more  holihefs,  more  fer*rice,  and  more  fruit  from  you  ? 
<)h!  what  will  engage  yoti  if  this  viH  not  ?  But, 
P  r  Thirdly  J  This  is  not  all;  as  a  man  when  he 

th  ^R^^  '  V  ^  '    \veigheth   a  thing,    cafteth  in  weight  after 
^^     '  weight,  till  the  fcales  are"  counterpolfcd  5  fo 

doth  God  caft  in  engagement  after  engagement,  and  argument 
upon  argument,  till  thy  heart,  Chriftian,  be  weighed  up  and  won 
to  this  heavenly  life.  And  therefore,  as  EhTiu  faid  to  Job,  chap, 
xxxvi.  22.  "  Sufier  me  a  little,  and  I  will  fhew  thee  what  1  have 
**  yet  to  fpeak  on  God's  behalf."  Some  arguments  have  already 
T>eeri  urged  on  ihz  behalf  of  the  Fathei^  and  Son,  for  purity  and 
cleannefs  of  life  j  and  next  I  have  fomething  to  plead  on  the  be- 
half of  the  Spirit.  I  plead  now  on  his  behalf,  who  hath  fo  many 
time^  helped  you  to  plead  for  yourfelves  with  God.  He  that  hath 
fo  often  rcfrefhed,  quickened,  and  comforted  you,  he  will  be 
^quenched,  grieved,  and  difpleafod  by  an  impure,  loofe,  and  carc- 
kfe  converStion ;  and  \diat  will  you  do  then  ?  Who  fhall  comfort 
•you  when  the  Comforter  is  departed  from  you?  When  he  that 
fliouM  relieve  your  fouls  is  far  off?  O  grieve  not  the  holy  Sjarit 
of  God  by  which  you  are  fcaled,  to  the  day  of  redemption,  Eph. 
iv.  30.  There  is  notliing  grie\^es  him  more  than  impure  praftices, 
for  he  is  a  holy  Spirit.     And  look,  as  water  damps  and  quenches 
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|fae;fire»  fb  doth  fin  quench  die  Spirit|  i  Thef.  t.  19*  ipnU  70a 
q9cnch  the  warm  aSe£tidns  and  burning  ddires  which  he  hkth 
kindled  in  your  bofoxns  ?  If  you  do,  it  is  a  queftion  wh(eth^  ever 
you  may  recover  them  again  to  your  dying  day.  The  Sfurit  hath  a 
delicate  fenCs.  It  is  the  moft  tender  thing  in  the  whole  wo'Id.  Ho 
feels  the  lead  touch  of  finj  and  is  grieved  when  thy  corruptions 
within  are  ftirred  by  temptations,  and  break  out  to  the  defiling  of 
thy  life  s  then  is  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  as  it  were,  made  fad  aoA 
heavy  within  thee.  As  that  word  i^n  ^vriili,  £ph.  iv.  30.  naiay  be 
rendered.  For  thereby  thou  reiiftcn:  his  motions,  whereby  in  the 
way  of  a  loving  condraint  he  would  lead  and  guide  thee  in  the  wajf 
of  thy  duty  j  yea,  thou  not  only  refifteft  his  motions,  byt  croflc^ 
his  grand  defign,  which  is  to  purge  and  fan^ify  thee  wholly,  and 
build  thee,  up  more  and  more  to  the  perfe<Etion  of  holin£ls«  And 
when  thou  thus  forfakeft  his  conduct,  and  crofleft  his  defigp  in 
thy  foul,  then  doth  he  ufiially  withdraw  as  a  man  that  is  grieved 
by  the  unkindncfs  of  his  friend.  He  draws  in  the  beam^  of  his 
evidencing  and  quickening  grace,  withholds  all  his  divine  c-or^i^ 
and  fajth,  as  it  were,  to  the  unkind  and  difingenuous  foul, 

<<  Had  thou  thus  requited  me,  for  all  the  favours  and  kind* 
•*  nefTes  thou  hall  received  from  me  ?  Have  I       n  s^'  '^ 
««  quickened  thee,  when  thou  waft  dead  in  trant        ^  .  <  .7 

i«  greffions  ?  Did  I  defcend  upon  thee  in  the  i /^^nj^'o: 

«•  preaching   of  tJic  gofpel,  and  communicate  ^  ^^^ 

<<  life,  even  tlie  life  of  God,  to  thee  j  leaving 
•  V  others  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead;  Have  I  fhed  forth  fuch  rich 
««  influences  of  grace  and  comfort  upon  thee  ?  Comforting  thee 
( «  in  all  thy  troubles,  helping  thee  in  all  thy  duties  s  fatisfying 
<«  thee  in  all  thy  doubts  and  perplexities  of  fovd ',  faving  thee,  and 
«*  pulling  thee  back  from  fo  many  deftrudlive  temptations  and 
<^  dangers  ?  What  had  been  thy  condition,  if  I  had  not  come  un«- 
«*  to  thee.?  Could  the  world  have  converted  thee  without  me? 
*•;  Could  ixiinifters,. could  angels,  ha v^  done  that  for  th*^  Vhicli 
«•  I  did?  And  when  I  had  quickened  .thee,  and  ma^e  the^ ,a 
•*  living  foul,  what  couldft  thoju  have  dpnc^  wkhoutjKQy  eliciting 
**  and  ajQlfting  grace  ?  Couldft  tlxoif  go  on  in,  the  w$iy>(ilf.duty,  ^ 
««.»t  had  not  led. thee  ?  How  wouldft,  thoq  have  waded  tiij^ough 
*^  the  deeps  of  fQiriti^al  troubles,  if  I  had  not  borne ^thiee  up? 
V  \Vlxither  bid  the  temptations  of  fatan  and'  thine  own  corrup- 
'7  tions  carried  thep  before  this  day,  iJF  I  had  not  i3;ood.  thy  Friend^ 
*•  and  come  in  for  thy  reft:uc  in  the-ttme;pf.f%gp4.?  Did  I  ever 
*'  fail  thee  in  thy  extremities  ?  Did  I  ever  leave  thei^.u^  thy..dan« 
«'•  gers  ?  Have  I  notbe«n  tender  over  thee^  and  fauti^J  to  thee  ? 
*V  And  now,  for  which  of  all  thefe  kindnefTes^iiQft.thfliL-thil^ 
*•  wrong  an<lHtbufc  me  ?  Why  haft  thou  wounded  me  thus  by 
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•»  thy  imkindndrs  ?  Ah !  thou  haft  ill  requited  my  love  f  And 
•*  now  thou  fhalt  eat  the  fruit  of  thy  doings.  Let  thy  light  now 
«  be  darknefs ;  thy  fongs  turned  into  howlings  \  the  joy  of  thine 
•*  heart)  the  light  of  thine  eyes,  the  health  of  thy  countenance, 
'•  even  the  face  of  thy  God,  and  the  joy  of  falYation,  be  hid  from 
••thee." 

This  is  the  fruit  of  carelefs  and  loofe  walking-  To  this  lad 
iflue  it  will  briug  thee  at  laft,  and  when  it  is  come  to  this,*  thoa 
ihalt  go  to  ordinances,  and  duties,  and  find  no  good  in  them ;  no 
life-quickening  comfort  there.  When  thy  heart  which  was  wont 
K>  be  -enlarged,  and  flowing,  fliall  be  clung  up  and  dry ;  when 
thou  fhalt  kneel  down  before  the  Lord,  and  C17,  as  Elifha,  when 
with  the  mantle  of  Elijah,  he  finote  the  water,  "  Where  is  the 
"  Lord  God  of  Elijah?"  So  thou,  where  is  the  God  of  prayer? 
Where  is  the  God  of  duties  ?  But  there  is  no  anfwer:  When  like 
Samibn,  thou  fhalt  go  forth  and  fliake  thyfelf,  as  at  other  times ; 
but  thy  fh'ength  is  gone ;  then  tell  me,  what  thou  hafl:  done  in 
i^efifting,  quenching,  and  grieving  the  Holy  Spu-it  of  God  by  im« 
pure  and  offenfive  praAices  ?  And  thus  you  fee  what  eng^ements 
He  upon  you  from  the  Spirit -alfo  to  walk  uprightly,  and  keep  the 
iflues  of  life  pure.  I  could  willingly  have  enlarged  myfelf  upon 
thislaft  branch,  but  that*  a  judicious  hand  hath  lately  improred 
this  arffument|  to  which  I  fhall  refer  the  reader.  Thus  God  hath 
obliged  you  to  circumfpeA  and  holy  lives. 

Secondly^  Ton  are  under  great  engagcmmts  to  keep  yottr  lives  pure^ 
even  from  yourfelves^  as  well  as  from  your  God.  As  God  hath 
bound  you  to  purity  of  converfation,  fo  you  have  bound  yourfelves. 
And  there  are  feveral  things  in  you,  and  done  by  you,  which  won- 
derfully increafe,  and  ftrengtiien  your  obligations  to  pra^cal  ho- 
linefs. 

'  Firfl^  Your  clearet  Ulumwatkn  is  a  ftrong  bond  upon  your  fouls, 
Eph.  V.  8.  «<  Ye  were  fbmetimes  darknefs  but  now  ye  are  light  in 
"  the  Lord ;  walk  as  childrto  of  the  fight."  You  cannot  pretend^ 
or  plead  iffnorahce  of  your  duty.  You  fland  convinced  in  your 
own  conlciences^  before  God,  that  this  is  your  unqueftionable 
duty.  ChrifKails,  will  ybu  not  all  yield  to  this  ?  I  know  you  rea- 
dily yield.  We4ive^  indeed,  in  a  contentious,  difputingage.  In 
other  things,  our  opinions  are  different.  One  Ghriflian  is  of  this 
judgment,  anothei^  of  that  \  but  doth  he  deferve  the  name  of  a 
Chnftian  that  dare  once  queftion  this  truth  i  In  this  we  all  meet 
and  dofe  in  ontiiefs  of  mind  and  judgment,  thai  it  is  ottr  imiij^ttta^ 
He  daty  to  live  pure^  flrlEly  and  clean  lives.  "  The  grace  of  God, 
«  which  hath  appeared  to  you,  hath  taught  you  this  truth  clearly^ 

•  Mr  Pdlcwhcers  treatifc  of  qucDcbiti|p  the  Spirit. 
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«*  and  convincingly,**  Tit.  li.  11,  12.  "You  have  received  how 
««  you  ought  to  walk^  and  to  pleafc  God,"  i  Thef.  iv.  i.  Well 
then,  this  being  yielded^  the  inference  is  plain  and  undeniable ; 
that  you  cannot  walk  as  others,  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind  \  but 
yoamuft  offer  violence  to  your  own  light.  You  cannot  (uffer  the 
corruptions  of  your  hearts  to  break  forth  into  praftice,  but  you 
muft  flighty  and  put  by  the  notices  and  rebukes  of  your  own  con- 
fciences.  Jam.  iv.  17.  "He  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doth  it 
"  not,  to  him  it  is  fin."  Yea,  fin  with  a  witnicfs.  Aggravated 
fin.  Sin  of  a  deeper  tin£faire  than  that  of  Heathens.  Sin  that 
fadly  waftes  and  violates  confcience.  Certainly  whoever  hath,  you 
have  no  cloak  for  your  fin.  Light  and  luft  ftruggling  together, 
great  light,  and  flrong  lufts :  thefe  make  the  foul  a  troubled  fea 
that  cannot  reft.  O  but  when  mafterle(s  lufts  overbear  confcience, 
this  imprefles  horror  upon  the  foul.  This  brake  David's  heart, 
Pfal.  li.  61  "  Thou  haft  put  knowledge  in  my  inner  parts,"  q.  d. 
Ah,  Lord  f  I  went  againft  the  rebukes  of  confcience,  to  die  com- 
mifiion  of  this  fin.  I  had  a  watchful  light  fet  up  within  me.  I 
knew  it  was  fin.  My  light  endeavoured  lovingly  to  reftrain  me, 
and  I  thurft  it  afide.  Bcfides,  what  pleafure  in  fin  can  you  have  ? 
Indeed,  fuch  as  for  want  of  light  know  not  what  they  do,  or  fuch, 
whofe  confciences  are  feared,  and  paft  feeling ;  they  may  feek  a 
little  pleafure  (fuch  as  it  is)  out  of  fin :  but  what  content  or  plea- 
fure can  you  have,  fo  long  as  your  light  is  ever  breaking  in  upon 
you,  and  fmiting  you  for  what  you  do?  T^his  greatly  incrcafcs  your 
obligation  to  a  precife,  holy  life.     Again, 

Secondly^  Tori  are  profeffars  of  hoTtnefs.  You  have  given  in  your 
names  to  Chrift,  to  be  his  difciples  \  and  by  this  your  engagements 
to  a  life  of  holinefs,  are  yet  further  firengthened,  2  Tim.  ii.  19. 
*<  Let  every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Chrift,  depart  from  ini- 
••  quity."  The  name  of  Chrift  is  called  upon  you,  and  it  is  a 
nvorthy  name^  Jam.  ii.  7.  It  is  called  upon  you,  as  the  name  of  the 
hufband  is  called  upon  his  wife,  Ifa.  iv.  i.  "  Let  thy  name  be 
"  called  upon  us."  Or,  as  the  name  of  a  Father  is  called  upon 
bis  child,  Gen.  xlviii.  16.  <*  Let  my  name  be  called  on  them,  and 
"  the  name  of  my  fathers."  Well  then,  you  bear  the  name  of 
Chrift  as  his  fpoufe  or  children ;  and  will  you  not  live  fuitably  to 
your  name  ?  Every  place  and  relation,  every  title  of  honour  and 
dignity  hatli  its  decorum  and  becomingnefs.  O  how  will  that 
worthy  name  of  Chrift  be  blafphemed  through  you,  if  you  adorn 
it  not  with  beconung  deportment  ?  Better  you  had  never  profef- 
fed  any  thing,  than  to  fet  yourfelves  by  your  profeflion  in  the 
eye  and  obfervation  of  the  world ;  and  then  to  pour  contempt  on 
Jefiis  Chrift,  by  yoiur  fcandalou^  converfations,  before  the  eyes  of 
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Ihe  ^FOrld)  who  will  laugh  at  it.  I  remember' it  was  a  mwuntf 
given  to  one  of  his*  name  by  Alexander,  ncordan  nom'mu  AUxath- 
4ri.  Remember  (faid  he)  thy  name  Alexander,  and  do  nothing 
unworthy  of  that  name.  O,  that;  is  a  heavy  charge,  Rom.  ii.  24. 
^  Through  you  is  the  name  of  Ck>d  blasphemed  among  the  Hea« 
« thens."  Unhappy  man  that  ever  thou  ihouldft  be  a  reproach  to 
Chrift!  The  herd  of  wicked  mtn  are  igitota  rapita^  men  of 
90  note  or  obfervation.  They  may  fin,  and  fin  again ;  drink^ 
.  iWear,  and  tumble  in  all  uncleannefs ;  and  it  pafles  away  filently  ^ 
tlie  world  takes  littte:  notice  of  it.  Their  wicked  aAions  n^ake  bat 
little  noife  in  the  woiid ;  bat  the  mifcarriagesof  profe£[brs>.ace  like 
a  Uazing  cornet^  or  an  eclipfed  fun,  which  all  men  gaze  at,  and 
make  their  obfervations  upon ;  oh  then,  what  manner  of  pcribns 
ought  you  to  be,  who  bear  the  worthy  name  of  Chrl(l  upoa 
you! 

Thirdly^  But  more  than  this,  Tou  have  obliged  jourjelves  to  iUx 
lift  ofbolinefs  by  your  own  prayers.  How  many  times  have  you  lift- 
dd  up  your  hands  to  heaven,  and  cried  with  David,  Pfak  cxix.  5. 
*«  O  that  my  ways  were  direded  to  keep  Ay  ftatutes^  Order  my 
••  ftcps  in  thy  wtird,  and  let  no  iniquity  have  domiiiian  over  me,** 
vcir.  133.  Were  you  in  cameft.with  God,  when  you  thus  prayed  ? 
Did  you-  mean  as*  you  iaid  ?  Or  did  you  only  compliment  with 
God  ?  If  your  hearts  and  tongue3  agreed  in  thisrequcft,  doubtlefs 
k  is  as  much  your  duty  to  endeavour,  as  to  defire  thofe  mercies  ; 
and,  if  not>  yet  do  all  thofe  prayers  ftand  on  record  before  the 
Lord,  and  will  be  produced  againft  you  as  witneiles  to  condemn 
you,  for  your  hypocrify  and  vanity.  How  often  alfo.have  you  in 
your  prayers  lamented,  and  bewailed  your  carelefs  and  uneven 
walkings  ?  You  have  faid  with  Ezra,  chap.  ix.  tf.  <«  O  my  God,  I 
••  am  aiharoed  and  even  blufh  to  look  up  unto  thee.'*  And  do 
not  your  confefSons  oblige  you  to  greater  circumfpe6tion  and  cax« 
for  time  to  come  ?  "Will  you  confefs,  and  fin  ?  And  fin,  and  con- 
fcfs?  Go  to  God  and. bewail  your  evils,  and  when  you  have  be- 
wailed them,  return  iagain  to  the  commiflion  of  them  ?  God  forbid 
you  ffaould  thus  diflemble  with  God,  play  with  fin,  and  dye  your 
iniquities  vrith  a  deeper  tindure. 

Fourthly^  and  laftly,  to  add  no  more,  Tou  have  often  reproved  or 
cenjured  others  for  thl'ir  mifcarriages  andfalls^  which  adds  to  youroivn 
obligation,  to  w^li  accurately,  and  evenly.  Have  you  not  often  re- 
proved your  erring  brethren  ?  or  at  leaft  privately  cenfured  them, 
if  not  duly  reproved  them,  (for  to  thefe  left-handed  blows  of  fc- 
cret  ccnfurings,  w^c  are  more  apt,  than  to  the  fair  and  open  fhrokes 
df  juft  and  due  reproofe)  and  will  you  praftile  the  fame  things 
you  criminate  and  cenfure  others  for  ?  «  Thou  that  tencheft  ano- 
•*  ther,  (faith  the  apoftle)  teacbeft  thou  not  thyfclf  ?**  Rom.  ii.  21. 
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So  {zj  I,  thou  that  ccnfiweft  or  rebuked  anodicr,  condemned  thou 
not  thyfelf  ?  Will  your  rebukes  ever  do  good  to  othersi  whild 
you  allowr  in  yourfeives  trhat  you  condemn  in  them  i  And  as  thefe 
reproofs,  and  cenfures  can  do  them  no  good»  fo  they  do  you  much 
evil,  by  rea&n  of  them  you  are  «uToii«TOMtpoD*,  fclf-condemned  per- 
ibns  \  and  out  of  yoiur  own  mouths  God  will  judge  you.  For  you 
need  no  other  vritnels  than  yourfeives  in  this  cafe.  Your  own 
tongues  will  fall  upon  you.  Your  cenfures  and  reproofs  of  others 
will  leave  you  without  plea  or  apology,  if  you  look  not  to  your 
lives  with  greater  care.  And  yet  mil  you  be  carelcfi  dill  ?  Fear 
you  not  the  difpleafure  of  God  ?  Nor  the  wounding  and  difquiet- 
ing  your  own  confciences  ?  Surely,  thefe  things  are  of  no  light 
value  with  you,  if  you  be  Chriftians  indeed* 

Thirdly^  You  are  yet  further  engaged  to  practical  holinefs  upon 
the  account  of  your  bretliren,  who  are  not  a  little  concerned  and 
interefted  therein.  For  if,  through  the  negleft  of  your  hearts^ 
your  lives  be  defiled  and  polluted,  this  will  be  thrown^  in  their 
faces,  and  many  innocent  and  upright  ones  both  reproadied  and 
grieved  upon  your  account.  This  mifchlevous  effeA  holy  David 
earnedly  deprecated,  Ffal.  Ixix.  5,  6.  «  O  God,  thou  knoweft 
*«  my  fooliihnels,  and  my  fins  arc  not  hid  bxmi  thee  j  let  not  them 
"  that  wait  on  thee,  O  Lord  God  of  hods,  be  aihamed  for  my 
•«  fake.  Let  not  them  that  feek  thee,  be  confounded  for  my 
^<  fake,  O  Godof  Ifiael,"  7.  d.  Lord,  thou  knowed  what  a  weak 
and  foolifh  creature  I  am.  And  how  apt  to  mifcarry,  if  led  to 
xnyfelf,  and  ihould  I,  through  my  fooliflinefs,  zQ.  unbecoming  a 
faint ;  how  would  this  ihame  the  faces,  and  fadden  the  hearts  of  thy 
people !  They  will  be  as  men  confounded  at  the  report  of  my  falL 
The  fail  of  one  Chridian  is  matter  of  trouble  and  ihame  to  all  the 
red ;  and,  when  they  fhall  hear  the  fad  and  unwelcome  news  of 
your  fcandalous  mifcarriages,  (which  will  certainly  be  the  eflfeft  of 
a  negleAed  heart  and  life)  they  will  fay  as  David  concerning  Saul 
and  Jonathan,  <«  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publifh  it  not  in  the  fbeets 
««  of  Afkclon,"  ?5'r.  Or  as  Tamar  concerning  Amnon,  «*  And 
**  we,  whither  (hall  we  caufeour  fiiame  to  go?"  And  for  them^ 
they  fliall  be  as  fools  in  Ilrael.  Thy  loofc  and  carelefs  life  will 
caufe  them  to  edrange  themfelves  from  thee,  and  look  fhy  upon' 
thee,  as  being  afhamed  to  awn  thee,  and  cand  thou  bear  that  ? 
will  it  not  grieve  and  pierce  your  very  hearts  to  fee  a  cloud  of 
fbrangcnefs  and  trouble  over  the  countenances  of  your  brethren  ? 
To  fee  yourfeives  difowned  and  Ughtly  edeemed  by  them  ?  This 
Tery  confideration  druck  a  great  favourite  in  the  Perfian  court  to 
the  very  heart.  *  It  was  Udazanes,  who  had  been  governor  ttt 
-  —  ■■    ■  —  ■         — »— ^.^^ .. 
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Sapoi^  in  his  minority.  And  this  mam  for  fear  denied  the  Chris- 
tian faithf  and  complied  with  the  idolatrous  worfhip  of  the  kii^. 
And  one  day  (faith  the  hiftorian)  fitting  at  the  court-gate,  he 
faw  Simon,  the  aged  archbifhop  of  Seleucia,  drawn  along  to 
prifon,  for  his  conftancy  in  the  Chriftian  feith}  and,  though  he 
durft  not  openly  own  the  Chriftian  faith  he  had  lb  bafely  denied, 
and  confefs  himfelf  a  Chriftian,  yet  he  could  not  chufe  but  rife, 
and  exprefs  his  reverence  to  this  holy  man,  in  a  refpe£tive  and  ho- 
nourable falutatlon ;  but  the' zealous  good  man  frowned  upon  him, 
and  turned  away  his  face  from  him,  as  thinking  fuch  an  ap^att 
unworthy  of  the  leaft  refpeft  fixMn  him.  This  prcfently  {buck 
Uftazanes  to  the  heart,  and  drew  bom  hi^  many  tears  and  groans; 
and  thus  he  reafoned  with  himfelf:  Simon  will  not  own  me,  and 
can  I  think  but  that  God  idll  difcbim  me,  when  I  appear  before 
lus  tribunal  ?  Simon  will  not  ipeak  unto  me,  will  not  fi>  much  as 
look  upon  me,  and  can  I  look  for  fo  much  as  a  good  word  or  look 
from  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  I  have  fo  ihamefully  betrayed  and  de- 
nied ?  Hereupon  he  threw  off  his  rich  courtly  robes,  and  put  on 
mourning  apparel,  and  profcfled  himfelf  a  Chriftian,  and  died  a 
martyr.  O  it  is  a  piercing  thing  to  an  honeft  heart,  to  be  caft  out 
of  the  favour  of  God'3  people.  If  you  walk  loofely,  neither  God 
nor  his  people  will  look  kindly  upon  you. 

Fourthly^  and  laftly.  Tour  very  enemies  engage  you  to  this  pure  and 
holy  life  upon  a  double  ground.  You  are  obliged  by  them  two  ways, 
viz.  as  they  are  your  Md  cenfurers,  and  ypur  watchful  ohfervers. 
They  cenfure  you  as  hypocrites,  and  will  you  give  them  ground 
and  matter  for  fuch  a  charge  ?  They  fay,  only  your  tongues  arc 
more  holy  than  other  men's,  and  {hall  they  prove  it  from  your 
praftice  ?  They  alfo  obferve  you  diligently;  lie  at  catch,  and  arc 
liighly  gratified  by  your  mifcarriages.  If  your  lives  be  loofe  and 
defiled,  you  will  not  only  be  a  {hame  to  your  friends,  but  the  foflg 
of  your  enenues.  You  will  make  mirth  in  hell ;  and  gratify  all 
the  enemies  of  God.  This  is  that  they  watch  for.  They  arc  cu*- 
rious  obfcrvers  of  your  goings.  And  that  which  makes  them  tri- 
umph at  your  falls  and  mifcarriages,  is  not  only  tha^  deep  rooted 
enmity  betwixt  the  two  feeds,  but  becaufe  all  your  mifcarriages  and 
evils  are  fo  many  abfolutions  to  their  confciences,  and  juftifications 
(as  they  think)  of  their  ways  and  practices.  For  look,  as  your 
ftri£lnds  and  holinefs  doth,  as  it  were,  caft  and  condemn  them, 
as  Noah,  Heb.  xi.  7.  by  his  pradlice,  condenmed  the  world,  thdr 
confciences  fly  in  their ^aces,  when  they  fee  your  holy  and  pure 
converfations.  It  lays  a  damp  upon  fliero.  It  works  upon  their 
confciences,  and  caufes  many  fmart  reflections.  So  when  you  fallt 
you,  as  it  were,  abfolve  their  confciences,  loofe  the  bonds  of  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Serm.  XLII.  The  Fctmtain  o/Li/i.  549 

vidion  you  had  made  faft  upon  tl^em^  and  now  there,  is  matter  of 
joy  put  before  them. 

Ohf  fay  they»  whatever  thefe  men  talk,  we  (ee  they  are  no  bet- 
ter than  we*  They  can  do  as  we  do.  They  can  cozen  and  cheat 
for  advai^tage.  They  can  comply  with  any  thing  for  their,  own 
ends }  it  is  not  conTcience,  as  we  once  thought,  but  mere  ftomach 
and  humour,  that  made  them  fo  precife.  And  oh!  what  a  fad 
thing  is  this !  hereby  you  fhed  foul-blood.  You  faften  the  bonds 
of  death  upon  their  fouls*  You  kill  thofe  conviAions,  which,  for 
any  thing  you  know,  might  have  made  way  to  their  convei£on« 
"Wlien  you  fall,  you  may  rife  again ;  but  they  may  fall  at  your  ex- 
ample,  and  never  rife  more.  Never  have  a  good  opinion  of  the 
ways  of  God,  or  of  lus  people  any  more.  Upon  this  confideration^ 
David  begs  of  God,  Pfal.  v.  8.  "  Lead  me,  O  Lord,  in  thy  righte- 
*«  oufheis,  becaufe  of  mine  enemies;"  (or,  as  the  Hebrew)  tny  ob* 
fervers^  make  thy  way  Jlraight  before  my  face.  And  thus  you  fisc 
how  your  very  enemies  oblige  you  to  this  holy  and  pure  converfa- 
tion  alio. 

Now  put  all  this  together,  and  fee  to  what  thefe  particulars  will 
amount.  You  have  heard  how  God«the  Father  hath  engaged  yoa 
to  this  purity  of  converfation,  b^  his  deiignment  of  your  falvationj 
rewarded  your  obedience;  Ids  pleafure  in  it;  his  promifes  to  it; 
and  his  great  confidence  in  you,  that  yt>u  will  thus  walk  before 
him.  The  Lord  Jefus  hath  alfb  engaged  you  thereunto  by  his 
death  and  fufferings,  whereby  you  were  redeemed  firom  your  vain 
converfations.  The  Spirit  hath  engaged  you,  by  telling  you  plain- 
ly how  much  you  will  grieve  and  wrong  him,  refift  and  quench 
him,  if  you  do  not  keep  yourfelves  pure.  Yea,  you  are  obliged 
further,  by  yourfelves ;  your  clear  illumination ;  your  high  pro- 
feilion ;  your  many  prayers  and  coxifeffions ;  your  many  cenmres 
and  reprehenfions  of  others;  do  all  ftrengthen  your  ob^gation  to 
holinefs.  Yea,  you  are  obliged  further  to  this  holy  life,  by  the 
fhame,  grief,  and  trouble  your  loofe  walking  will  bring  upon  your 
friends ;  and  the  mirth  it  will  make  for,  and  mifchief  it  will  do  to 
your  enemies;  who,  thereby,  may  be  made  utterly  to  fall,  where, 
it  may  be,  you  only  have  (himbled :  who  are  juftiBed  and  ab- 
folved,  (as  before  you  heard),  by  your  mifcarriages.  And  now# 
what  think  you  of  all  this  ?  Are  you  obHged  or  not,  to  this  purity 
of  life  ?  Are  all  thefe  bonds  fo  tiecl^  that  you  can  get  loofe,  and  free 
yourfelves  at  pleafure  from  them  ?  If  all  thefe  things  are  of  no  force 
with  you,  if  none  of  thefe  bonds  can  hold  you,  may  it  not  be 
queftioned,  (notwithftanding  your  profeiEon),  whether  any  fpiritual 
principle,  any  fear  of  God,  or  love  to  Chrift,  be  in  your  fouls  or 
no  ?  O,  you  copld  not  play  faft  and  loofe  with  God ;  if  fo,  you 
could  notj  as  Samibn,  fhap  tjhefe  bonds  afunder  at  your  pleafure. 
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Cctffd.  <t.  SiMndfyf  As  yon  are  metre  obliged  to  keep  the  ifiues 
of  life  pure  than  others  are,  fo  God  hath  given  you  greater  sffift* 
«ioe8  uid  advantages  for  it  than  others  have.  God  hath  not  been 
vraotiBg  toany  in  helps  and  means.  Even  the  Heathen,  mho  are 
mtkout  the  goipel,  will  be  yet  ipeechlefs  and  inexcufabk  before 
Cod ;  but  bdw  much  more  will  you  be  fo?  Who,  befides  the  light 
irf*  nature,  and  the  general  light  of  the  gofpd,  have,  Fit^,  Such 
«  principle  put  mthm  you.  Secondly,  Such  patterns  let  before  you. 
§n>irdiy9  Such  an  aififtant  ready  to  help  you.  Fourthly,  So  many 
nods  to  <)uickea  ^ou  and  prevent  your  wandering :  if  notwithftaod- 
wg  ail  thdfe  helps,  your  life  b^  (till  unholy. 

'  jPuy?,  Shall  men  of  fuch  principles  walk  as  others  do  ?  Shall  we 
)unent  for  you,  as  David  once  did  for  Saul,  faying,  <<  There  die 
m  Ihield  of  the  mighty  was  vilely  caft  away,  d^e  ihield  of  Saul; 
^  as  though  he  had  not  been  anointed  with  oil."  There  the  ho- 
nour of  a  Chriftian  was  vilely  caft  away,  as  though  he  had  not  been 
anointed  with  the  Spirit  ?  <<  You  have  received  an  undtion  from 
<*  the  holy  One,  which  teachcth  you  all  things,"  i  John  ii.  ao. 
ftnotfaer  Spirit,  far  above  that  which  is  in  other  men,  i  Cor.  !i.  I2. 
And  as  this  fpirit  wiuch  is  iif  you,  is  £tted  for  this  i^  of  hofinefi^ 
f  (  (for  ye  are  his  worionanihip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  to  good 
f<  wor^,"  £ph.  ii.  lo.)  fo  this  holy  fpirit  or  princi^,  infufedin- 
to  your  fouls,  hath  fuch  a  natural  tendency  to  this  holy  life,  that 
if  you  live  not  purely  and  ftriftly,  you  muft  offer  violence  to  your 
ewn  prind^es  and'  new  nature.  A  twofold  help  this  prindple  a& 
fords  you  for  a  life  of  holinefs^ 

I.  F'irfii  It  pulls  you  back  from  fin,  as  in  Jofeph ;  *^  How  can 
«f  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  fin  ^ainft  God  ?*  And  it  aMb 
kicljmLes  you  powerfolly  to  obedience.  It  is  a  curb  to  (in,  and  a 
Ipur  to  holinefs.  It  is  impoflible  for  all  others  to  live  Ipiritually 
and  heavenly,  becaufe  they  have  no  new  nature  to  incline  them 
hereunto.  And,  methinks,  it  (hould  be  hard  for  you  to  live  car- 
nally, and  fenfually ;  and  therein  crofs  the  very  bent  and  tenden- 
cy of  the  new  creature,  which  is  formed  in  you.  How  can  you 
nt^leSt  prayer,  as  others  do,  whilft  the  Spirit,  by  divine  pulfations, 
is  awaking  and  roufing  up  your  fluggilli  hearts  with  iiich  inward 
motions,  and  whifpers,  as  that,  Pfad.  xxvii,  8.  «  Seek  my  f^cc.^ 
Yea,  whilft  you  feel,  (during  your  omiffions  of  duty),  fomething- 
within  that  bemoans  itielf,  and,  as  it  were,  cries  for  food,  pains 
and  gripes  you,  like  an  empty  ftomach,  and  will  not  let  you  be 
quiet,  till  it  be  relieved.  How  can  you  let  out  your  hearts  to  the 
«rorld,  as  other  men  do,  when  all  tliat  while  your  fpirit  is  reft- 
icfs,  and  aches  like  a  bone  out- of  joint  ?  And  you  can  never  be  at 
^eafc,  till  you  come  back  to  Gkxl,  and  fay,  as  Pfal.  cxvi.  **  Return 
««  to  thy  reft,  O  roy  foul."    Is  it  not  liard,  yea,  naturally  impoA 
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fible,  to  fix  a  ftone,  and  make  it  abide  iix.the  fluid  air  ?  Dodstjaol 
every  creature,  in  a  reftlefs  motion,  tend  to  its  proper  centrci  and 
deiire  its  own  perfe^on  ?  So  dotli  this  new  creature  aUb.  You 
fee  how  the  rivers  in  their  courfe  will  not  be  checked^  but  hcsxn 
down  all  the  obftades  in  their  way,  etfavior  ab  ohice  ibii  g  a  ftop 
doth  but  make  them  rage  the  more,  and  nin  the  fwifier  after- 
wards. 

There  is  a  central  force  in  thefe  natural  motions,  which  cannot 
be  flopped.  And  the  Hke  may  you  obferve,  in  the  motions  of  ai 
renewed  foul,  John  iv.  14.  <<  It  ihall  be  in  him  as  a  well  a£  watei? 
<<  fpringing  up."  And  is  it  not  hard  for  you  to  keep  it  dawn,  <m 
turn  its  courfe?  How  hard  did  Jeremiah  and  David  find  that  work? 
If  you  do  not  live  holy  lives,  you  muft  crofs  your  own  new  aatuitsi 
and  violate  the  law  tliat  is  written  in  your  own  hearts,  and  eti^ 
graven  upon  your  own  bowels.  To  thk  pmpofe  a  late  *  wxitet 
^eaks  J  Till  you  were  converted,  (faith  he),  the  flcfh  was  predo* 
minant,  and  therefore  it  was  impoQible  for  you  ta  live  any  othcar 
than  a  flefhly  life ;  for  every  thing  will  aA  according  to  its  pred^ 
xninant  principle.  Should  you  not  therefore  live  a  fpiritual  life  J 
Should  ilot  the  law  of  God  written  in  your  hearts,  be  legible  in 
your  lives  ?  O  {hould  not  your  lives  be  according  to  the  tendency 
of  your  hearts  ?  Thus  he :  Doubtleis  thb  is  no  fmall  advantage  %% 
pra£tical  holinefs.     But, 

Secondly^  Befides  this  principle  within,  you  have  no  fxnall  ^ 
iiflance  for  the  purity  of  life,  by  thefe  excellent  patterns  befin^ 
you.  The  path  of  holinefs  is  no  untrodden  path-  to  you*  Chrill 
and  his  fervants  have  beaten  it  before  you.  The  life  of  Chrift  is 
your  copy,  and  it  is  a  fair  copy  indeed,  widiout  a  blot.  Oh  !  what 
an  advantage  is  this,  to  draw  all  the  lines  of  your  actions,  acJ^ 
cording  to  his  example  1  This  glorious,  grand  example  is  ofkea 
preiled  upon  you  for  imitation,  Heb.  xii.  2.  Looking  to  J^as^  htf 
hath  left  you  an  example^  that  ye  Jhould  tread  in  hisJiepSy  i  Pet*  ii» 
21.  His  life  is  a  living  rule. to  his  people;  and  befldes  Chrift> 
example,  (for  you  may  iay,  who  can  Uve  as  Chrift  did  ?  Us  exakH^ 
pie  is  quite  above  us)  you  have  a  chui  of  nvitnejfes.  A  do^d  fb? 
its  direftive  ufe,  and  thefe  men  of  like  pa0ions,  temptations,  Mid 
conftitutions  with  you ;  who  have  gone  before  you  in  exemplary 
holinefs.  The  Holy  Ghoft  (intending  therein  your  fpecial  help 
and  advantage)  hath  fet  many  induftrious  pens  to  work,  to  writs 
the  lives  of  the  faints,  and  preferve  /or  your  ufe,  their  holy  fayings^ 
and  heavenly  aftions.  He  bids  you  "  take  them  for  an  example,* 
James  V.  zo.  Oh  !  what  excellent  men  are  pailed  on  before  you  t 
what  renowned  Worthies  have  led  the  way  !  Men,  whofo  convem 

*  Mr  T.  Mall'»  Exhortation  to  holy  liviof  . 
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iktions  were  in  hcavcm,  ^Whilft  they  tabernacled  on  eaith.  Whilft 
this  lower  world  had  their  bodies,  the  world  above  had  their 
hearts,  and  their  affeAions.  Their  actions  and  their  defigns  were 
all  for  heaven.  Men  that  improved  troubles  and  comforts  ;  loiles 
andgsuns  ;  fmilesand  frowns,  and  all  for  heaven.  Men  that  did 
extraA  heaven  out  of  fpirituals,  out  of  temporals,  out  of  all  things ; 
their  hearts  were  foU  of  heavenly  meditations,  their  mouths  of 
heavenly  conununications,  and  their  praAices  of  heavenly  inclina- 
tions :  O  what  fingular  help  is  this !  Where  they  foUowed  Chrift, 
and  kept  the  way,  they  are  propounded  for  your  imitation ;  and 
where  any  of  them  turned  afide,  you  have  a  mark  fet  upon  that 
aAion  for  your  caution  and  prevention.  Doth  any  ftrange  or  un- 
uiual  trial  befal  you,  in  which  you  are  ready  to  fay  with  the 
church.  Lam.  i.  la*  **  Was  there  ever  any  forrow  like  unto  my 
«  forrow  ?"  Here  you  may  fee  « the  fame  affliftion  accomplifh- 
«*  ed  in  your  brethren,"  i  Pet.  v.  9.  Here  is  a  ftore  of  good  com- 
pany to  encourage  you.  Do  the  world  and  the  devil  endeavour 
to  turn  you  from  your  duty,  by  loading  it  with  fhamefol  fcofis,  or 
fiifierings  ?  In  this  cafe  you  may  look  to  Jefus,  who  defpiied  the 
Ihame ;  and  to  your  brethren,  <<  who  counted  it  their  honour  to  be 
«*  diihonoured  for  the  name  of  Chrift*,"  as  the  orij^nal  of  the 
te^,  A^  V.  41.  may  be  tranflated.  Is  it  a  diihonour  ,to  thee,  to 
be  ranked  with  Abraham,  Mofes,  David,  and  fuch  as  were  the 
glory  of  the  ages  they  Uved  in  ?  Art  thou  at  any  time  under  a 
fiunt  fit  of  difcouragement,  and  ready  to  defpond  under  any  bur- 
den ?  Oh,  how  mayeft  thou  be  animated  by  fuch  examples,  indien 
fiich  a  qualm  comes  over  thy  heart  ?  Some  fparks  of  their  holy 
courage  cannot  chufe  but  fteal  into  thy  breaft,  whiUl  thou  con- 
fidereft  them.  In  them,  God  hath  fet  before  thee  the  poffibility  of 
overcoming  all  difficulties,  thou  {eeft  men  of  the  fame  mould,  who 
had  the  fame  trials,  difcouragements  and  fears,  that  now  thou  haftf 
and  yet  overcame  alL  How  is  thy  unbelief  check(;d,  when  thou 
fayeft.  Oh  !  I  Jhall  never  reach  the  end^  I  Ihall  one  day  utterly  pe- 
rifh !  Why  doft  thou  fay  fo  ?  Why  may  not  fuch  a  poor  creature 
as  thou  art,  be  carried  through  as  well  as  they  ?  Had  not  they  the 
lame  temptations  and  corruptions  with  you  ?  Were  they  not  all 
troubled  with  a  naughty  heart,  an  enfiiaring  world,  and  a  bufy 
devil,  as  well  as  you  ?  Alas !  when  they  put  on  the  divine,  they 
did  not  put  off  the  human  nature ;  but  complained,  and  feared,  as 
you  do  i  and  yet  were  carried  through  all. 

O  what  an  advantage  have  you  this  way  !  They  that  firft  trufled 
in  Chrift,  had  not  fuch  helps  as  you.  You  (land  upon  their  ihoul- 
dcrs.     You  have  the  benefit  of  their  experiences.     You  that  arc 
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fallen  into  the  laft  Furies,  have  certainly  the  beft  help&  to  holinefs; 
and  yet,  will  not  you  live  ftriftly  and  purely  ?  Will  you  put  on  the 
name  and  profeffion  of  Chriftians,  and  yet  be  lofty  in  your  fpirits; 
earthly  in  your  defigns  j  negle£tive  of  duty ;  frothy  in  your  conn 
iiiunications  ?  Pray,  from  which  of  all  the  faints  did  you  learn  to 
be  proud  ?  Did  you  learn  that  froni  Chrift,  or  any  of  his  ?  From 
'  wiuch  of  his  faints  did  you  learn  to  be  earthly  and  covetous,  paC- 
iionattt  or  cenforious,  over-reaching  and  crafty  ?  If  yoii  have  read 
of  any  fuch  evils  committed  by  them,  have  you  not  aUb  read  of 
their  fhame  and  forrow^  their  repentance  and  reformations  ?  If 
you  have  found  any  fuch  blots  in  their  lives,  it  was  left  there  de- 
lignedly  to  prevent  the  like  in  yours*  O,  what  an  help  to  holinefi 
is  this  I 

Thirdly^  And  this  is  not  alh  iTou  have  liot  only  a  principle 
within  jrouy  and  a  pattern  before  you,  but  you  have  aUb  an  omni'* 
potent  ailiftant  to  help,  and  encourage  you  throughout  your  way. 
Are  you  feeble  and  infirm  ?  and  is  every  temptation,  even  the 
weakeili  ftrong  enough  to  turn  you  out  of  the  Ivay  of  your  duty  ? 
Lo,  Ood  hatli  fent  his  Spirit  to  help  youx"  infirnuties,  Rom.  viiL 
a6.  No  matter  then  how  weak  you  are,  how  many  and  mighty 
your  difficulties  and  temptations  are,  as  long  as  you  have  fuch  ah 
affiftant  to  help  yoUi  Great  is  youi'  advantage  foi'  a  holy  life  this 
wayalfo.     For, 

(li)  Firftf  Wh^n  d  tenlptatiail  to  iin  prefles  idre  Upon  you,  he 
pleads  with  your  confciences  within,  whilft  Satan  is  tempting  with- 
out. How  often  hath  he  brought  fuch  fcriptures  to  your  remem«» 
brance,  at  the  very  opportunity,  as  have'favcd  you  out  of  the 
temptation  ?  If  you  attend  his  voice,  you  may  hear  fuch  a  voice 
within  you,  as  that,  Jer.  xlivi  4.  «  O  do  not  this  abominable  thing 
**  which  I  hate !"  What  mighty  ftrivings  were  there  in  the  heart 
of  Spira,  as  himfelf  relates  ?  He  heard,  as  it  were,  a  voice  within 
him,  faying,  Do  not  writt^  Spira^  do  net  write.  To  this  purpofe 
is  that  promife,  Ifa.  xxx.  20,  21.  <^  Thine  eyes  fhall  behold  thy 
<<  teachers,  and  thine  ears  fhall  hear  a  word  behind  thee,  faying, 
<^  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it  \  when  ye  turn  to  the  right-hand, 
<*  and  when  ye  turn  to  the  left,"  Here  you  have  a  two-fold  help 
to  holinefs,  the  out-ward  teaching  of  the  word,  ver.  20.  and  the 
inward  teachings  of  the  Spirit,  ver.  21.  He  fhall  fay  this  is  the 
nvay^  when  ye  are  turning  afide  to  the  right-hand,  or  to  the  left* 
Allu4ing  to  a  fhepherd,  faith  one,  who,  driving  his  fheep  before 
him ;  whiftles  them  in,  when  he  fees  them  ready  to  flray. 

(2.)  Secondly^  When  ye  walk  holily  and  clofely  with  God  in  your 
duties,  and  the  Spirit  encourages  you  to  go  on,  by  thofe  inward 
comforts,  fealings,  and  joys,  you  have  from  him  at  fuch  times  i 
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how  often  does  he  entertain  your  fouls  in  ppbllc  ordinances,  in 
private  duties,  with  his  hidden  Manna,  with  marrow  and  faXnelk^ 
with  incomparable  and  unfpeakabie  comforts,  and  all  this  to 
ftrengthen  you  in  your  way,  and  encourage  you  to  hold  on  ? 

(3.)  Thirdly^  When  you  are  indifpofed  for  duties,  and  find 
your  hearts  empty  and  dry,  he  is  ready  to  fill  them,  quicken  and 
raife  them  \  fo  that  oftentimes  the  beginning  and  end  of  your 
prayers,  hearing,  or  meditations,  are  as  vaftiy  difierent,  as  if  one 
nian  bad  begun,  and  another  ended  the  duty.  O  then,  what  aA 
£ftances  for  a  holy  life  have  you  !  Others  indeed  are  bound  to  re- 
iift  temptations,  as  well  as  you ;  but,  alas!  having  no  fpecial  affift- 
ance  from  the  Spirit,  what  can  they  do  ?  It  may  be,  they  reafon 
with  temptation  a  little  while,  and  in  their  own^  flrength  rc- 
folve  againft  it }  but  how  eafy  a  conquefl  doth  Satan  make,  where 
no  greater  o[^fition  is  made  to  him  than  this  i  Others  are  boxmd 
to  hear,  meditate, ^nd  pray,  as  well  as  you;  elfe  the  negledof  thoie 
duties  would  not  be  their  fin :  But,  alas,  what,  pitiful  work  do  they 
make  of  it !  being  left  to  the  hardnefs  and  vanity  of  their  own 
hearts  \  when  you  fpread  your  fails,  you  have  a  gale,  but  they  lie 
wind-bound,  heart-bound,  and  can  do  nothing  fpirituaUy  in  a  way 
of  duty. 

Fourthly^  and  laflly,  to  mention  no  more.  You  have  a  further 
advantage  to  this  holy  life,  by  all  the  rods  of  God  that  are  at  any 
time  upon  you.  I  might  ihew  you  in  many  particulars,  the  advan- 
tages this  way  alfo,  but  I  fhall  only  prefent  thefe  three  to  your  ob- 
fervation  at  this  time. 

FifJIj  By  thefe  you  are  clogged,  to  prevent  your  flraying  and 
wandering.  Others  may  wander  even  as  far  as  hell,  and  God  will 
not  fpend  a  fanftified  rod  upon  them,  to  reduce  or  flop  them ;  but 
fiiith,  «*  Let  them  alone,"  Hof.  iv.  1 7.  But  if  you  wander  out  of 
the  way  of  holinefs,  he  will  clog  you  with  one  trouble  or  other  to 
keep  you  within  bounds,  a  Cor.  xii.  7.  **  Left  i  fhould  be  lifted 
«  up,  a  thorn  in  the  ficfh,  a  meffenger  of  Satan,  was  fent  to 
"  buflfet  me."  So  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  67.  «  Before  I  was  afHlAcd, 
"  I  went  aib-ay  5  but  now  I  have  kept  thy  word."  AffliiHons 
are  ufed  by  God,  as  thorns  by  hufband-men,  to  flop  the  gaps  and 
keep  you  from  breaking  out  of  God's  way,  Hof.  ii.  6.  *«  I  vrill 
<<  hedge  up  her  way  with  thorns,  and  build  a  wall,  that  ihe  ihaU 
<«  not  find  her  paths."  A  double  allufion  ;  i.  To  cattle  that  are 
apt  to  ftray,  /  will  hedge  up  thy  way  ivitb  thorns*  2.  To  the  fea, 
which  is  apt  to  overflow  the  country,  /  will  hdld  a  iva/l  to  prevent 
inurtdctiom.  Holy  Bafil  was  a  long  time  ibrely  a£3i£led  with  an  in-« 
vcterate  head-ach,  he  often  prayed  for  the  removal  of  it ;  at  laft 
God  removed  it,  but  in  the  room  of  it,  he  was  fordy  exerdfed 
rith  the  motions  and  temptations  of  luft  \  wlxich,  when  he  pcr- 
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ccived,  .he  heartily  dcfired  his  head-ach  again,  to.  prevent  a  worfc 
cviL  You  little  know  the  ends  and  ufes  of  many  of  your  afflidiiom. 
Are  you  exerciied  with  bodily  weaknefs  ?  it  is  a  mercy  you  are  ib^ 
and  if  thefe  pains  and  infirmities  were  removed,  thefe  clogs  taken 
off,  you  may  with  Baiil,  wifh  for  them  again,  to  prevent  worfe 
evils.  Are  you  poor  ?  why,  with  that  poverty  GkkI  hath  clogged 
your  pride.  Are  you  reproached?  with  thefe  reproaches  God 
hath  clogged  your  ambition.  Corruptions  are  prevented  by  your 
ffffliAions.     And,  is  not  this  a  marvellous  help  to  holinefs  of  life  ? 

Secondly^  By  your  afflictions,  your  corruptions  are  not  only  clog- 
ged, but  purged.  By  thefe  God  dries  up  and  confumes  that 
spring  of  fin  that  defiles  your  lives,  Ifa.  xxvii.  9.  "  By  this  therefore 
«  (hall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged  $  and  this  is  all  the  fruit 
•*  to  take  away  fin."  (Jod  orders  your  wants  to  kill  your  wanton- 
ncfs ;  and  makes  your  poverty  poifon  to  your  pride.  They  arc 
God's  ph^^c,  to  purge  ill  humours  out  of  your  fouls.  *  •«  Wh«i 
<«  they  fall  by  the  fword,  and  by  famine,  and  by  captivity,  and 
«  by  fpoil,  it  is  to  try  them,  and  to  purge  them,  and  to  make 
«<  them  white  ?*'  They  are  both  purges  and  lavatories  to  your 
fouls.  Others  have  the  fame  affli^ons  that  you  have,  but  they 
do  not,  work  on  them  as  on  you ;  they  are  to  you  as  fire  for 
purging,  and  water  for  clea^fing ;  and  yet,  (hall  not  your  lives  be 
clean  ?  It  is  true,  (as  one  well  obferve  upon  that  place  of  Daniel,) 
Chrift  is  the  only  lavatory,  and  his  blood  the  only  fountain  to  wafh 
away  fin :  but,  in  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  that  blood,  fanCtified 
afflidlions  are  cleanfers  and  purgers  too. 

A  crofs  without  a  Chrift  never  made  any  man  better,  but  with 
Chrift,  faints  are  much  the  better  for  the  crofs.  Hath  God  been 
(as  it  were)  fo  many  days  and  nights  a  whitening  you,^  and  yet  is  not 
the  hue  of  your  converfation  altered  ?  Hath  he  put  you  fo  many 
times  into  the  furnace,  and  yet  is  not  the  drofs  feparated  ?  The 
more  afflictions  you  have  been  under,  the  more  affifbuice  you  have 
had  for  this  life  of  holi»:efs. 

Thirdly  J  By  all  your  troubles,  God  hath  been  weaning  you  from 
the  world,  the  lufts,  loves,  and  pleafures  of  it ;  and  drawing  out 
your  fouls  to  a  more  excellent  life  and  flate  than  this.  He  makes 
your  forrows  in  this  life,  give  a  luftre  to  the  glory  of  the  next. 
Whoever  hath,  be  fure  you  fhall  have  no  reft  here  5  and  all,  tloat 
you  may  long  more  ardently  for  that  to  come.  He  often  makes 
you  groan,  <*  being  burdened,  to  be  clothed  with  your  houfe  from 
<«  heaven,"  2  Cor.  v.  4.  And  yet  will  you  not  be  weaned  from 
lufts,  cuftoms,  ^nd  evils  of  it  ?  O  what  manner  of  perfons  fhould 
you  be  for  heavenly  and  holy  converfations  ?  You  ftand  upon  tht 
—  -  ---    I  -  •       .1  I 

*  Pan.  xi.  33,  34,  Z5' 
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hii^er  ground.  You  haye,  9s  it  were,  the  wind  and  tide  with 
you.  None  are  affiiled  for  this  life  as  you  are.  Put  all  this  to* 
gether,  and  fee  what  this  fecond  argumont  contributes  towards  your 
farther  convlftion^  and  perfuation  to  holy  life.  Have  you  received 
a  fupematural  principle^  fitting  you  fbr^  and  inclining  you  to  holy 
9£\ionSy  j-efifHng  and  holding  you  back  from  fin  ?  Hath  God  aifb 
fet  before  you  fuch  eminent  pakerns  to  encourage  and  quicken  you 
in  your  way  i  Doth  the  Spirit  himfelf  fland  ready^  fo  many  ways, 
,to  affift  and  help  you  in  all  difficulties,  and  hath  God  hedged  op 
the  way  of  fin  with  the  thorns  of  affliction,  tq  prevent  your  wan- 
dering, and  yet  will  you  turn  afide  ?  Will  you  offer  violence  to 
your  own  principles  and  new  nature  ?  Refiife  to  follow  fiich  lead- 
ers as  have  beaten  the  way  before  you  ?  Refifl,  or  negle^  his  gra^ 
cious  aflifVance  of  the  blefled  Spirit,  which  he  offers  you  in  eveiy 
need,  and  venture  upon  fin,  though  God  hath  hedged  up.  yoqr 
way  with  afilidions  ?  Q,  how  can  you  do  fuch  gre^t  wicke4ne|Sf 
and  fin  againfV  fuch  grace  as  this  ! 

Methinks,'  I  need  fay  no  more  to  cpQvince  you  how  much  you 
are  concerned  to  keep  the  iffues  of  life  pure,  none  being  fb  much 
obliged  tQ  it,  or  aflifled  for  it  as  you  are.  But  when  I  remember 
that  ]p2tOi  lofl  the  complete  viftory  oyei*  the  Syrians,  biecaufe  he 
fmote  not  his  arrows  often  enough  upon  the  ground^  %  Kings  xiii. 
8.  I  fhall  level  pne  arrow  more  at  this  mark :  For,  indeed^  that 
can  never  be  enough  preffed,  which  can  never  be  enough  prac- 
-tifcd.     A^id  therefore, 

Conftd.  3-  Thirdly y  It  will  yet  farther  appear  to  be  your  high 
concernment,  to  exalj:  holinefs  in  your  converfatioris,  becaufe  of 
tlie  manifold  and  great  ufes  which  Cod  hath  to  make  of  the  viil- 
ble  holinefs  and  purity  pf  your  lives,  both  in  thjs  world  and  that 
to  come.  The  ufes  God  puts  the  converfation-holinefs  of  his  peo- 
ple in  this  world  unto,  are  thefe,  among  others^ 

Firfii  To  win  overfouh  Iq  Cf>rifit  and  bring  them  in  love  with  re^ 
Itgion,  Praftical  holinefs  is  a  very  lovely,  attradtivc,  and  obliging 
thing.  If  the  heathen  could  call'  moral  virtue  verticordia^  turn' 
hearty  from  that  obliging  and  winning  power  it  exercifes  upon  the 
hearts  of  men;  if  they  could  fiiy  of  it,  that  were  it  vilible  to  hu- 
man eyes,  all  men  would  adore  it,  and  fall  in  love  with  it ;  how 
much  rather  may  we  fay  fo  of  true  holinefs,  made  vifible  in  the  lives 
of  faints!  This  is  the  turn-heart  indeed.  It  makes  the  fouls  of 
men  to  cling  and  cleave  to  the  perfons  in  whom  i^  is ;  as  it  is  pro- 
phefied,  Zech.  viii.  23.  of  the  Jews,  when  they  fhall  Jbe  caUed, 
(which  fhall  be  a  time  of  great  holinefs,)  <^  in  that  day,  ten  mep 
f^  out  of  all  languages  of  the  nations  fhall  take  hold  of  the  Ikirt 
f  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  faying,  we  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have 
<*  heard  that  God  is  wi;h  you."    §0  much  of  God  as  appears  i|i 
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men,  fo  much  drawing  excellency  there  "Is  in  them.  And  this  is 
the  apoftle's  argument,  i  John  i,  3.  <«  That  ye  may  have  feUow- 
<«  fliip  with  us."  Why,  what  is  there  in  your  fellowfliip  to  ihvitc 
men  to  you  ?  "  Truly  our  fellbwQiip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with 
«  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus."  Who  can  choofe  but  to  covet  their  com- 
pany, that  keep  company  every  day  with  God  ?  Great  is  the 
efficacy  of  vifible  holinefs  to  work  upon  the  hearts  of  men' ;  either 
as  a  concaufey  working  in  fellowfliip  with  the  word,  or  as  a  fingle 
inftrument,  working  folitarily  without  the  word. 

Where  God  is  pleafed  to  afford  the  word  unto  metiy  there  thepraBicai 
holinefs  of  faints  is  rf  fingular  ufe^  to  affift  and  help  it  in  its  operation 
upon  the  hearts  of  men.  When  the  lives  of  Chriftians  fenfibly  ex- 
hibit that  to  the  eyes  of  men^  which  the  gofpel  doth  to  their  ears  \ 
when  fo  we  preach,  and  fo  ye  believe  and  live  5  when  we  draw  by 
our  do£farines,  and  you  draw  with  us  by  your  examples;  when  we 
hold  forth  the  word  of  life  dodrinally,  and  you  hold  it  forth  prac- 
tically, as  PhiL  ii.  16.  Where  is  the  heart  that  can  ftand  before 
us  ?  O !  when  the  plain  and  powerful  gofpel  pierces  the  ears  of 
men,  and  at  the  iame  time,  the  viiible  holinefs  of  profeiibrs  fhines 
fo  full  in  their  £ices,  that  they  muft  ratlier  put  out  their  own  eyes, 
or  elie  be  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  God  is  in  you  of  a  truth  ; 
then  it  will  work  to  purpofe  upon  fouls.  Then  will  Chrift  fee  of 
the  travail  of  his  foul  daily. 

Yea,  if  God  deny  the  word  to  men,  yet  this  practical  holinefs  I 
^mi  fpeaking  of,  may  be  to  them  an  ordinance  for  converfion. 
This  way,  fouls  may  be  won  to  Chrift  without  the  wordf  as  the  apof- 
itle  fpoaks,  i|Pet.  iii.  i.  Though  pulpits  fhould  be  filent,  and 
yjf^ox^  fail  'p  yet,  if  you  would  this  way  turn  preachers,  if  your  lives 
may  i>t|t  preach  the  reality,  excellency,  and  fweetnefs  of  Jefus 
Clirift  and  bis  ways  ;  and,  if  you  would' this  way  preach  down  the 
love  of  the  world,  and  let  men  fee  what  poor  vanities  thefe  are; 
^nd  preach  up  the  neceflity  and  beauty  of  holinefs ;  furely  you, 
/even  you,  might  be  honoured  to  bring  many  fouls  to  Chrift,  to 
turn  many  to  righteouihefs,  and  caufe  many  to  blefs  Crod,  on  your 
behalf,  in  the  day  of  vifitation*  This  is  the  ufe  Gk)d  hath  for  the 
holinefs  and  purity  of  your  lives,  and  doth  not  this  engage  you 
flrongly  to  it  ?  What,  not  when  it  may  prove  the  means  of  eter- 
i)ial  life  to  others  ?  Surely,  if  you  have  any  bowels  of  mercy  in 
you,  you  cannot  hide  from  others  that  whereby  they  may  be  faved. 
How  can  you,  inftead  of  holding  forth  the  word  of  life ^  (which  is 
your  manifefb  duty)  vifibly  hold  forth  the  works  of  death  before 
men  ?  Have  you  been  beholden  to  others,  and  fhall  none  be  be- 
holden to  you  for  help  towards  heaven  ?  Dare  you  fay,  let  others 
fhift  as  well  as  they  can,  find  the  way  to  heaven  by  themfelves  if 
they  can,  thej^  fhall  have  no  benefit  by  your  light?     If  you  be 


Digitized'by  CjOOQ  IC 


55^  The  FctaUam  tf  Lifif.  Se&m.XIJI« 

Cfariffiao^  yon  are  ChrifVtans  of  a  different  (lamp  and  fpirit  from 
all  thofc  wc  find  defcribed  in  icripture.  ShouM  not  you  rather  &y 
as  the  kpers  did,  2  Kings  vii.  6.  ««  Do  we  well  to  hold  oar  peac*," 
Whilft  others  are  periihing  ?  Shall  the  lips  rf  mmificrs^  and  the 
^ves  of  Chri^ns^  be  both  filenced  together  ?  Shall  poor 'finners 
aelcher  hear  any  thing  from  us,  nor  foe  any  thing  bora  jon^  that 
jnay  help  them  to  Chrift  ?  The  Lord  have  mdrcy  then  upon  the 
{xior  world,  and  pity  it,  for  its  cafe  is  defperate.  O  put  on,  as 
the  eleA  of  God,  bowels  of  mercy.  Deftroy  not,  by  the  loofenefs 
cf  your  converfation,  fo  many  fouls;  for  your  fcandalous  mifcar- 
riages  are  like  a  bag  of  poifon  put  into  the  fpring  which  ikpplies 
the  whole  city  with  water. 

Secondly  J  Another  ufe  God  hatBfor  it,  is  to  rec9ver  andfalve  tie 
i&e£t  rf  religion,  which  by  the  ap^cfies  of  hypocrites,  and  fcandakms 
falls  ff  carelep  Cbriftians,  isivoundcd,  andexpofed  to  contempt.  Much 
rei»t)cteh  by  this  means  is  brought  upon  reUgion,  and  how  &aU 
that  reproach  be  rolled  away,  but  by  your  ib*i£hie&  and  purity  ? 
By  this  the  world  mull  be  convinced  that  all  are  not  fo.  Though 
fome  be  a  blot  to  the  name  of  Chrift,  yet  others  are  his  glory. 
The  more  others  ilur  and  dlfgrace  rel%ion,  the  more  God  expefls 
you  to  honour  and  adorn  it.  I  remember  Chryfoftom  brings  in 
the  perfecutors  fpeaklng  to  two  renowned  martyrs,  after  diis  man- 
ner, Notine  videtis  alios  vcjiri  ordinis  hocfedjfef  i.  e»  "Why  are  you 
fo  nice  and  fcrupulous  ?  See  you  not  that  others  of  your  rank  and 
profeflion  have  done  thefe  things  ?  To  which  they  returned  thb 
brave  anfwer,  Nos  hac  potijjimum  rations  viriliter  ^ahimus,  L  e. 
have  they  done  it  ?  For  that  very  reafon  we  will  ftand  out  like 
men,  and  will  never  yield  to  it.  There  is  an  holy  Aniiperiftafis  in 
the  zeal  of  a  Chriftian,  which  makes  it,  like  fire,  bom  moft  ve- 
hemently in  the  coldeft  "leather,  if  men  make  v<»d  God's  law, 
therefore  will  David  love  his  commandments  above  gold,  Pfil. 
cxix.  127.  If  there  be  many  Pendletons  among  profefibrs  who 
will  betray  Chrift  and  his  truth  to  fave  their  flefli ;  God  will  have 
fome  Sanders  to  repair  that  breach,  by  their  coi^ancy  and  coun^c 
in  appearing  for  them. 

Thirdly,  God  makes  ufe  of  it  for  the  encouragetnefrt  of  Ins  mim/lcrs 
^vho  Itihour  among  you.  And  indeed  it  is  of  no  imall  ufe  to  refrefh 
their  hearts,  and  ftrcngthen  their  hands  in  then-  painful  work : 
<«  Now  we  live  (faith  the  apoftle)  if  we  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord," 
1  Theff.  iii.  8.  He  fpeaks  as  if  their  very  life  lay  at  the  mercy  of 
the  people,  becaufe  fo  much  of  the  joy  and  comfort  of  it  is  wrapt 
up  in  their  regularity  and  ftedfaftnefs.  God  knows  what  a  hard 
providence  his  poor  minifters  have,  and  how  many  difcouragc- 
ments  attend  them  in  their  work ;  hear  how  one  *  of  them  exprrf- 

•  Lockycf  upon  the  Colofliaiw,  p.  ja8,  529. 
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fcs  it,  *«  Minlfters  would  not'  be  gray-headed  (o  foon,  nor  die  fd  • 
««  faft,  notwithftandiqg  their  great  lalx)urs,  if  they  were  but  fiic- 
«  cefsful;  but  this  cuts  to  the  heart,  and  makes  us  bleed  in  fecret^ 
"  that  though  we  do  much,  yet  it  comes  to  nothing.  Our  work 
<<  dies,  therefore  we  die.  Not  (b  much  that  we  labour,  as  that 
<*  we  labour  in  vain :  When  our  miniflry  l>etrifies,  turns  hearts 
<<  into  ftones,  and  theie  taken  up  and  thrown  at  us,  this  kills  us  ; 
^«  the  recoiling  of  our  pains  kills  us.  When  our  peace  returns  to 
<<  us;  when  we  Jpend  our  ftrength  to  make  men  more  nought 
•<  than  they  were ;  this  wounds  our  hearts,  which  fhould  be  co&- 
««  fidered  by  finners.  To.  kill  one's  felf,  and  one's  minifter  too, 
««  who  would  fave  them;  what  a  bloody  condition  is  this! 
<^  *  Every  drop  that  hath  &llen  from  our  heart  and  hand,  from 
*«  our  eye-lids  and  eye-brows,  fliall  be  all  gathered  up,  and  put 
*«  as  marginal  notes  by  aU  our  labours,  and  all  put  in  one  volume 
<<  togetho*,  and  this  volume  put  into  your  hands  at  the  great 
<<  day,  and  opened  leaf  after  leaf,  and  read  dlftinAly  and  tn^Sikj 
«  to  you." 

Chriftians,  you  hear  our  cafe,  you  fee  our  work.  Now  a  little  to 
cheer  our  fpirits  in  the  midfl:  of  our  hard  and  killing  labours,  God 
fends  us  to  you  for  a  little  refirefliment,  that,  by  beholding  your 
holy  and  heavenly  converfation,  your  cheerful  obedience,  and 
fwcet  agreement  in  the  ways  of  God,  we  may  be  comforted  over 
all  tbeie  troubles,  2  'f  hef.  i.  3,  4.  And  will  you  wound  and  kill 
our  hearts  too  ?  O  what  a  cut  will  this  be ! 

Fourthly^  God  hath  further  ufefor  the  holinefs  of  your  lives ;  thisferves 
to  dawUthe  hearts^  and  overawe  the  confciencies  of  his  and  your  enevnes. 
And  fbmetimes  it  hath  had  a  flrange  influence  and  effeA  upon 
them..  There  is  a  great  deal  of  awful  Majcfty  in  hollnefs,  and 
when  it  fhines  upon  &e  confcience  of  a  wicked  man,  it  makes  him 
iloop  and  do  obeifance  to  it,  which  turns  to  a  teflimony  ibr  Chrift 
and  his  ways  before  the  world.  Thus  Herod  was  ove^-awed  by 
the  ftridl  and  hol^  life  of  John;  he  feared  him,  knowing  that  he 
was  a  juft  and  holy  man,  and  obferved  (or  preferved  and  laved) 
him. 

That  bloody  tyrant  was  convinced  in  his  confcience  of  the  worth, 
and  excellency  of  that  fervant  of  God,  and  was  forced  to  reverence 
him  for  his  hollnefs.  So  Darius,  Dan.  vi.  14, 18, 19,  20.  What  con- 
flifts  had  he  with  himfelf  about  Daniel,  whom* he  had  condemned  \ ' 
his  conscience  condemned  him,  for  ccmdemning  fo  holy  and  righte^ 
ous  a  perfon.  "  Then  the  king  went  to  his  palace,  and  paft  the 
**  night  in  failings ;  neither  were  inftruments  of  mufic  brought 
**  before  him,  and  his  flcep  went  from  him.     He  goes  early  in 

*  Lockyer  upon  the  ColoiliaDs,  p.  551. 
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«<  the  morning  to  the  den,  and  cries  with  a  lamentable  voice,  O 
«  Daniel,  fervant  of  the  liviiig  God."  How  much  is  this  for  the 
honour  of  hollnefs,  that  it  conquers  the  very  perfecutors  of  it;  and 
makes  them  ftoop  to  the  meaneft  fervant  of  God!  It  is  faid  of 
Henry. IL  of  France,  that  he  was  {o  daunted  by  the  heavenly  ma- 
jefty  of  a  poor  taylor  that  was  burnt  before  him,  that  he  went  home 
fad,  and  vowed,  that  he  would  never  be  prefent  at  the  death  of 
fuch  men  any  more.  When  Valence  the  emperor  came  in  peribn  ^ 
to  apprehend  Baiil,  he  faw  fuch  majefty  in  his  very  countenance, 
that  he  reeled  at  the  very  fight  of  him  \  and  had  fallen  backward 
to  the  ground,  had  not  Iiis  fervants  ftept  in  to  fupport  him.  O 
holinefs,  holinefs,  thou  art  a  conqueror.-  So  much,  O  Chriftians, 
as  .you  fliew  of  it  in  your  lives,  fo  much  you  freferve  your  intcrcft 
in  the  confciences  of  your  enemies:  caft  off  this,  and  they  de(j[Mic 
you  prefently. 

Fifthly f  and  laftly,  God  will  ufe  the  purity  of  your  converiations 
tQ  judge  and  comnnce  the  tuorld  in  the  great  day^.  It  is  true,  the 
world  ihall  be  judged  by  the  golpel,  but  your  lives  fhall  alfo  be 
produced  as  a  commentary  upon  it;  and  God  will  not  only  ihew 
them  by  the  word  how  they  ought  to  have  lived,  but  bring  forth 
your  lives  and  ways  to  flop  their  mouths,  by  fhewiag  how  others 
did  live.  And  this  I  fuj^fe  is  intended  in  that  text,  i  Cor.  vi. 
a.  "  The  faints  Ihall  judge  the  world,  yea,  we  ihall  judge  angels ;" 
i.  e.  our  examples  are  to  condemn  their  lives  and  pra€lices,  as 
Noah,  Heb.  xi.  7.  is  faid  to  condemn  the  world  by  buikiing  the 
ark,  i.  e.  his  faith  in  the  threatening,  and  obedience  to  the  com- 
mand, condemned  their  fupinenefs,  infidelity  and  difobedience. 
They  faw  him  every  day  about  tliat  work,  diligently  preparing  for 
a  deluge,  and  yet  were  npt  moved  with  the  like  foar  that  he  was  ^ 
this  left  them  inexcufable;  fo  when  God  fhall  fay  in  that  day  to 
the  carelefs  world,  did  you  not  fee  the  care,  and  diligence,  the 
holy  zeal,  watchfiilnefs,  and  felf-denial  of  my  people,  who  lived 
among  you?  How  many  times  have  they  been  watching  and  pray- 
ing, when  you  have  been  drinking  or  ileeping!  Was  it  not  eafy  to 
reflecl  when  you  faw  their  pains  and  diligence.  Have  not  I  a  foul 
to  look  after  as  well  as  they,  a  heaven  to  win  or  lofe,  as  well  as 
they?  O  how  fpecchlefe  and  inexcufable  will  this  render  wicked 
men,  yea,  it  fhall  not  only  be  ufed  to  judge  them,  but  angels  alio. 
How  many  fhocks  of  temptations  have  poor  faints  flood;  whereas 
tlicy  fell  without  a  tempter  ?  They  flood  not  in  their  integrity, 

•  When  therefore  the  faithful  are  faid  to  fit  in  judgment  with  Chrift,  it  mud 
be  underftood,  not  of  any  authority  and  power  of  judging  of  tbemfelves,  bnt« 
(1.)  Of  that  which  is  given  them  in  ChiiH  their  head,  (a.)  Of  their  appofcation 
of  the  fentencej  pronounced  by  Chrift.  Ap^c,  xir.  I.  (3.)  Of  their  btairing  wit- 
nefs  by  their  miniftry  or  converfation  (againft  the  wicked)  and  the  comparifon  •£ 
their  own  live*  with  theirs,  by  which  the  jufticc  uf  the  Judge  fliall  be  xnaaifelL 
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though  created  in  fuch  excellent  natures  *»  how  much  then  are  you 
concerned  on  this  very  account  alTo  to  walk  exadUy !  if  not  inftead 
of  judging  them,  you  fhall  be  condemned  with  them. 

Amd  thus  you  lee  what  ufe  your  lives  ahd  a^ons  fhall  be  put  to  ; 
and  are  thefe  inconfiderable  ufes  ?  Is  the  winning  over  fouk  to 
God  a  fmall  matter  ?  Is  the  falving  the  honour  and  reputation  of 
godlinefs  a  fmall  matter?  Is  the  (encouraging  the  hearts  and 
ftrengthening  the  hands  of  God's  poor  miniAers,  amidft  their 
fpending,  killmg  labours,  a  fmall  matter  ?  Is  the  awing  of  the 
confciences  of  your  enemies,  and  judging  them  in  the  laft  day,  a 
Lght  thing  ?  Which  of  thefe  can  you  call  fo  ? 

O  then,  iince  you  are  thus  obliged  to  holinefs  of  life,  thus  iingu- 
larly  qfft/Ied  for  it  -,  and  iince  there  are  fuch  great  dependencies 
upon  it,  and  ufes  for  it,  both  now  and  in  the  world  to  come,  fee 
that  ye  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation.  See  that,  ««  as  ye 
«  have  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  fo  ye  walk  in  himj'*  al- 
ways remembering,  that,  for  this  very  end,  Chrift  hath  redeem- 
ed, or  «'  delivered  you  out  of  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  that  you 
<<  might  ferve  him  without  fear,  in  righteouihefs  and  holinefs  all 
«'  the  days  of  your  lives,**  Luke  i-  74,  75.  And  to  how  little 
{Hu*poie  will  be  all  that  I  have  preached^  and  you  have  heard,  of 
Chrift,  if  it  be  not  converted  into  pra<Stical  godlinefs  ?  This  is  the 
fcope  and  defign  of  it  all. 

And  now,  reader,  thou  art  come  to  the  laft  leaf  of  this  treatife 
of  Chrift,  it  will  be  l)ut  a  little  while,  and  thou  fhalt  come  to  the 
laft  page  or  day  of  thy  life  %  and  thy  laft  moment  in  that  day. 
Wo  to  thee,  wo  and  alas  for  ever,  if  an  intereft  in  this  blefled 
Redeemer  be  then  to  get.  The  world  affords  not  a  fadder  fight, 
than  a  poor  Chriftlefs  foul  fhivcring  upon  the  brink  of  eternity. 
To  fee  the  poor  foul  that  now  begins  to  awake  out  of  its  long 
dream,  at  its  entrance  into  the  world  of  realities,  to  fhrink  back 
into  the  body,  and  cry,  Oy  I  cannot y  I  dare  not  die.  And  then  the 
tears  run  down.  Lord,  what  wilt  become  of  me  i  O  what  fhall  be 
my  eternal  lot  ?  This,  I  fay.  Is  as  fad  a  fight  as  the  world  affords. 
That  this  may  not  be  thy  caie,  refleft  upon  what  thou  haft  read 
in  thefe  fermons.  Judge  thyfelf  in  the  light  of  them.  Obey  the 
calls  of  the  Spirit  in  them.  Let  not  thy  flight  and  formal  fpirit  float 
upon  the  furface  of  thefe  truths,  like  a  feather  upon  the  water  j 
but  get  them  deeply  fixed  upon  thy  fpirit,  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord ;  turning  them  into  life  and  power  upon  thee ;  and  fo  ani- 
mating the  whole  courfe  and  tenor  of  thy  converfation  by  them, 
that  it  may  proclaim  to  all  that  know  thee,  that  thou  art  one  who 
eftcemcft  all  to  be  but  drofs,  that  thou  mayeft  win  Chrift. 

End  of  the  Firji  Volume. 
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